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PREFA@¢ &, 


T is with pleafure that we introditce to tlié publi¢ 
the Second Volume of the New Anjiual Regifter, 
arid it increafes our fatisfaction that we havé béen 
able to complete it if a reafonable Timé, We trutft, 
that it will not be found to be publifhed fo €arly as to 
be chargeable with having been executed iri 4 hafty 
or indigefted manner, On the contrary, we hope that 
the marks of our attention and afliduity will bé 
apparent in every part of the undettaking: and in- 
deed, confidering the favourable Reception wé have 
met with, we fhould be véry blameable if we remit 
ted in our activity and diligence. 


The Britifi and Foreign Hiftory, which is [ un- 
commonly interéfting at this important crifis, will, 
we are perfuaded, recommend itfelf by the impar- 
tiality and care wherewith it is written. The Occur- 
rences will ftrongly difplay the {kill and bravery of 
our naval officers ; and in the Public Papers, among 
which the reports of the commiflioners of accounts 
hold a diftingujfhing tank, nothing material is 
omitted. 
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P R E F A C EE 


We have been enabled to add another head to the 
Mifcellaneous Part ; which part we mean hereafter 
to diverfy and improve, as circumftances fhall admit. 
The whole of this divifion of our work again reflects, 
by its fulnefs and variety, fignal honour on the pro- 
ductions of the year. 


There is no vanity in faying, that the Accounts of 
Domeftic and Foreign Literature, are not inferior to 
what they were before. The fcientific form in which 
the view of the Annual Domeftic Literature is drawn 
up, will enable the reader to fee the true ftate of the 
feveral branches of knowledge in this country ; and, 
in time, may fuggeft many uleful refle€tions to inqui- 
fitive and philofophical minds. 


The Introduction is the beginning of a defign, 
which, if it fhould be executed as it ought to be, can- 
not fail of affording inftru€tion and entertainment. 


Upon the whole, we flatter ourfelves, that the 
New Annual Regifter, for 1781, will not difappoint 
cither the Politician, the Scholar, or the Gentleman. 

















Cc O NF E Ne tS. 


A SHORT View of the State of Knowledge, Literature, and Tafle, 
in this Country, from the Death of Queen Anne to the Death of King 


George the Second, 





BRITISH AND FOREIGN HISTORY, 


CHAP. I. 


Obfervations on the State of Affairs at the Clofe of the Year 1780. Mect- 
ing of the New Parliament. Debates on the Elefion of a New Speaker. 
Speech from the Throne. Addreffes moved for ia both Houfes, and Debates 


thereupons 
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C H A P. It. 


Proceedings of the Houfe of Peers relative to a Challenge Jent by the Earl of 
Pomfret to the Duke of Grefton. Debates in the Houfe of Commous on 
the Bill for continuing the Su u[penfion of the Habeas Corpus Aél, with re- 
Spec to Perfons accufed of High Treafon, either in America, or on the 
High Seas. Complaint exhibited by Lord Mahon of a Violation of the Law 
of Nations by the Englifh at the Dutch Lland of St. Martin. Debate on 
the Naw y E limates. Supplies granted to his Majefly. Mo tion for Naval 
Papers made in the Houfe of Peers by the Duke of Bolton. 17 


ia, Bake. gate 


ome 


Debate ou a Motion for a Kote of Thanks to the late § Speak ‘er of the Ho ule of 
Commons. Debate on a Motion for an Account to be laid before the Houfe 
of the Number of Forces wader the Command of Sir He ivy Clinton. Troops 
woted for the Service of the current Year. Debate on a Moticn for a Vote 
of Thanks to Sir Henry Clinton axd Earl Cornwallis. Other Parliamen- 
tary Tranfadions. Rece/fi, 25 
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CHAP. IV. 





Un/fuccefsful Attempt of the Freach to make themfelves Mafter s of the Tle of 
" Jerfy. Capture f the Ylands of St. Euftativs, St. Martin, Saba, and 
other Dutch Settlements. Rigorous Treatment of the I nhabitant of St. Bus 
fratius. Memorials and Remonftrances occafioned by that Tranfaction. The 
United Provinces ill prepared for War at the Commencement of Hoftilities, 
Diffatisfaction in Holland on Account of the Duke of Brunfwick, Memo- 
rial prefented to the States-General by Mr, John Adams, in order to pro- 
cure an Alliance betsyeen Holland and the American Congrefs. Orders, i/- 
Sued by the Court of Great Britain, re/pecting the Freedom of Navigation 
in the Baltic. —_—_—_ autem 3§ 


CHAP. Y- 


American Affairs. Difcontent of Jome of the American Troops, aud Revolt of 
the Penfylvania Line. Ineffectual Attempts of Sir Henry Clinton to induce 
them to join the royal Standard. Refolution of a Committee of the Cone 
grefs relative to the Treatment of American Prifoners. Defeat of the Bri- 
tifo Troops under Licutenant-colonel Tarleton by the Americans under Gene- 
ral Morgan. Military Operations after that Event. Lord Cornwallis 
marches through North Carolina. Large Quantities of American Stores 
defiroyed by Arnold. Wilmington taken Poffeffion of by the King’s J roopse 
Defeat of General Greeae by Lord Cornwallis at Guildford. Other mili- 


tary Tranfadions. 42 


CHAP. VI. 


Petitions prefented to the Foufe of Commons, from the li ef Indja Planters 
and Mer bants, on Behalf of the Inhabitants of Jamaica and Barbadoes, 
who had f flained great Lofes by the late dreadful Hurricanes. R lief 

ranted by Parliament to the Sugerers in thofe Ilands. Meffage from bis 
Mejefy to beth House: of Parliament on Occafion of the Commencement of 
Hofilities with Helland. Debate on the royal Meffage in the Houfe of 
Commons. Debate on the fame Subje in the Houfe of Peers, 59 


CHAP. VIL. 


ER Ixdia Affairs, Diftontents occafioned in India by the Efahliftanent of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta, and by the ext: nfive Furif- 
#iien afumed by tle Judges of that Court, The Diredors of the Eaft 
India 
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c ONTENTS. 


dndia Company exhibit a ComMaint again the Conduél of the Judges te 
the Secretary of State. A Petition againft. that Court, fr.m a Number of 
the Britifb Inhabitants of Bengal, Babar, and Oriffa, prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons. A Petition presented to that Houfe from be Governor- 
general and fome of the Council of Bengal, complaining of the Condud of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court, fating that they had been obliged to refift 
the Proceedings of the Judges dy a military Force, and foliciting that an 
A.? of Parliament might be paffed to indemnify them againft all the legal 
Conjequences of their Refiftance to that Court. Remarkable Decifions of 
the Supreme Court. Ca/e of Nundcomar. Patna Canfe, Extraordinary 
Proceedings of the Officers of the Supreme Court, in attempting to extend 
its Furifdiction. Petition from the Natives of Bengal to his Majefty againft 
the Supreme Court. Debate in the Houf of Commons on a Motion made b 

General Smith, to appoint a Sele? Committee to take into Conjfideration the 
Patitions againft the Supreme Court in India. 72 


C H A P. VII. 


Motion made in the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Burke, for Leave to bring in 


again his Bill for the better Regulation of bis Majcfty’s civil Eftablifhment, 
and for the Promotion of public Occonomy, which had been rejcthed by the 
preceding Parliament. The Motion agreed to. The Billread the firfi Time. 
Debate on the fecond Reading. The Bill ryeed by the Houfe, 8 


CHAP. IX. 


Debate in the Houfe of Commons, on Motions made by Mr. Sheridan, relative 


to the Employment of the Military in the Suppreffion of Riots, without Au- 
thority from the Civil Magiftrate, and to the Police of the City of Wef- 
minfier, A Requifition made by the Minifter, for upwards of Twenty-one 
Millions for the Service of the current Year. The Requifition complicd 
with. Oppofition made in both Houfes to the Terms of the Minifler’s Lean. 
Prote/i againft it in the Houfe of Peers. 1ce 


CHAP. X., 


Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the Increafe of Popery, Debate in the 


Houfe of Commons on the Contradors Bill. The Bill reed on a Diwi- 
fron. Debate on the Bill for refraining Revenue Officers from voting at 
the EleSion of Members of Parliament. The Bill rejected. Debate cn a 
Motion of Mr. Minchin, relative to the State of the Navy. Debate «ua 
A4 Motion 









C O'-N T E N TFT &. 


Motion of Sir George Savile, that a fele& Committee foould be appointed 
in ord.r to inquire into the Circumfances of the Loan. 109 


CHAP, XI, 


Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the Commutation of Tythes, occaftoned by the 

Ilmington Inclofure Bill. Refolutions on that fubje& moved by Earl Ba- 
thurfi. Debate, in the Houfe of Commons, on prefenting a Petition from 
the Delegates of the feveral affociated Counties. Bill brought in by Mr. 
Penton, for better preventing Defertiqns in the Navy. The Bill re- 


pecded ’ _——- 123 





CH AP. XII. 


Eaft India Affairs. War between the Marattas and the Englifb. Hyder 

Ally enters into a Confederacy with the former againft the latter. He 
makes an Irruption into the Carnatic. Defeats the Britifb Troop: under 
the Command of Lieutenant-colonel Baillie, Sir Hector Morro, Commander 
of the Britith Army, retreats to Madras. Hyder Ally befieges Arcot, the 
principal Town of the Carnatic, mates himfelf Mafrer of it, and ravages 
the Country. Sir Eyre Coote arrives at Madras, and takes the Command 
of the Britifh Army. He defeats Hyder Ally in a general Engagement. 

ehates on Motions made in the House of Common:, relative to the Affairs 
of the Eat India Company. An A& paffed for limiting the Jurifdition 
of the fupreme Court at Calcutta, and for indemnifying the Governor-general 


axd Council of Bengal, in their Refiflance to the Proceedings of that 


Court. -—— 13 





CH A P. XIII. 


Petition pre/onted to the Houfe ef Peers, in Behalf of a Criminal convided, 

aud ordered for Execution, by the Court of Jufticiary in Scotland. The 

. - ? . 7 . 
Petition rejected by the Honjo. Debate, in the Hou, of Commons, on a 
Motion made by Sir George Savile, that the Petition from the County De- 
hegates bould be referred to a Committee of the evhole Houfe. The Motion 
ayes. Decifion of the Houfe of Peers, relative to the feveral Claimants 
of the oes Dignity and Ofice of Lord Great Chamberlain of Eng- 
sone - /. rad A (Hor j ; 

bund. Motions made by the Minijier, grounded on the Reports of the Com- 


miffioners of Accounts. Debates on the Bill for prevent; tain Profa- 
nations and Abuses of the Lord’s Day. “Tt ns ¢ a 


CHAP. 
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CHAP XIV. 


Debate in the Houfe of Commons, on a Motion of Mr. Burke, relative to the 


rigorous Treatment of the Inhabitants of St. Euftatius, after the Capture of 

that land. Debate on a Motion of Mr. Minchin, relative to the Britifb 
Seamen confined in the Spanifb Prifons. Application made to Parliament for 
a Renewal of the Bank Charter. Debate on a Motion made by Mr. Fox, 
that the Houfe foould refolve itfelf into a Committee, to confider of the Ame- 
rican War. The Motion rejedled. A new Marriage Bill, brought in by 
Mr. Fox, thrown out in the Houfe of Peers. Grant of an annual Sum to 
the Univerfities of Oxford and Ce mbridge, to be paid out of the Produce of 
a new Duty on Almanacks. Petitions to both Houfes from the American 
Prifoners. Speech from the Throne. The Parliament prorogued. 147 


CH AP XV. 


Affairs of Ireland. Perpetual Mutiny-Bill paffid in that Kingdom. Objece 


ticns to that Bill. Efforts of the lrijb Nation to obtain c nflitutional Re- 
formations. France. M. Necker lays before the French King a State of 
the Finances of that Kingdom. The Emperor of Germany grants the free 
Exercife of Religion to the Protefants in the Aufirian Dominions. Adopts 
other Meafures calculated to reduce the Number of re! igious Houfes, The 
Pope writes to the Emperor, complains of his late Proceedings, and propofes 
to pay him a Vifit at Vienna. Lhe Emperor’ s Reply. He declares Offend 
to be a free Port, and accedes to the armed Neutrality. Internal Commo- 
tions in the Republic of Geneva. Engagement off the Dogger-Bank, be- 
tween the Britifh and Dutch Fleets, under the Command of Vice-Admiral 
Parker, and Rear-Admiral Zoutman. 154 


CHA P.. XVI. 


Vranfa&ions in the Weft Indies. Unfuccefi iful Attempt of Admiral Rodney, and 


General V. aughan, againft the lfland of St. Vincent’s, Action between the 
Britilh and French Squadrons under the Command of Sir Samuel Hood and 
the Count de Graffe. The Ifland of Tobago taken by the French. Di pre 
in fome of the Weft India Ifands between the Houfes of Affembly and : 
Governors. A Squadron, under the Comma. ad | Commodore John lone, abe 
tacked at Port Praya, in the Ifland of St. ‘ago, by a French Sguadr on 
under the Command of Monf. Suffrein. / he K rench are beaten ff. The 
Commodore furprifes five Dutch Eaft Indiamen in the Be ay of Sald inha, of 
which four are taken, and one bur at. lle returns hom 9 Ui thout fect ue 
the Purpofe of his Voyage. Lhe Spaniards become Mafters of the Provi z 
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of Weft Florida. The Ifland of St. Euftatius retaken by the French. Spis 
rited and fucce/sful Sally wnde by the Garrifon at Gibraltar, in order to des 
fry the advanced Works : of the Spaniards. Admiral Kempenfelt, qith a 
Britifo Squadron under his Command, meets with a French Fleet of fuperior 
Force, under the Command of M. de Guichen, and takes a Number of Tran- 
poorts which were ander the Convey of that Admiral, ib0 


C HA PRP. AVI. 

American Affairs. -Adiow bepween the Brith and French Fleets off the 
Capes of Virginia. Proclamation ifued by Lord Cornwallis, after the 
ViStory obtained by him over General Greene at Guildford. Lieutenant-co- 
donel Simcoe defeats a large Body of the Americans. Adtion betsveen the 
British Troops under the Command of Lieutenant-colonel Stewart, and the 
American: under General Greene, near the Eataw -prings. Expedition 
undertaken by General Arneld againff New London, and the Devajiation 
committed by him there. Vigorous Defence of Fort Grifwold. Criticah 
Situation of Lord Cornwallis in Vi ginias Inefiettual Attempts to aff rd 
Afifiance to that Nobleman. <Aétion betaveen the French Fleet under the 
Command of Count de Graffe, and the Britifh Fleet under the ommand of 
Admiral craves, off the Chefapeak, in Confequence of which the later 
are ohl'ved to return to New York. Lord Cornwatls, and his whole 
Ariny, furrende: themfelves 'rifoners of War, by Capitulation, to the 
united .rmics of America and France, ander the Command of weneral 


Wafbington. 7 165 





PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES, 


Major-Genera! Dalling’s Account of the dreadful Hurricane at Jamaica, (3) 


Mayjor-general Vaugban’s Account of the Hurricane at Barbadces, (4) 
Particulars of the attempt made by the French to gain Poffiffion of the Ife of 








“Verfey, —— 10 
Lord George Gordon tried in the Court af King’s-Bench for High-Treyor, 

and found not guilty, _ (13) 
Difpatches from Lord Cornwallis, (17) 
Sir Henry Clinton's Account of the Revolt of the Penfvlwania Line, (20) 
Letters from General Lee reiative to bis Difmifion from the Service of the 











Coagrefs, -_—- (26) 
Accounts by Admiral Reduey, and General Vaughan, of the Capture of the 
[land of St. Enflatins, and its Dependencies, (29)—(33) 
Number of Houfes in feveral principal Towns in England, (34) 
Coals importes inte the Port of London for ten fuccefive ¥ cars, (40) 


Account of the Defeat of Licutenant-colonel Bailiie by Hyder Aliy, (41) 
Admiral Arbuthnot’s Account of an Adion between the Britifh and French 
Sguadrous off the Cases of i §itidy Marcb 16, 178 I, (50) 
Dy: 
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CON T E N TY S 


Difpatches received about the fame Time Srom Sir Henry Clinton, | ($<) 
Axcount of the Supply of Sugar, refined, or if sal raw, in England, Px 
(O1 





wccesive ££AaTS, 

Fe hata obo, Account of various military Operations in America, a 
of his Vicdery over General Greene at Guildford, (62)—(71) 
Commodore oben nflone’s Account of an A&ion berrveen a French Squadr on, and 
the Brith Squadron under his Command, iu Port f rae oad, in the 





[fand of St. Fago, (72) 
M. de la Motte, a Wrench Spy, ‘tried and executed, — (81) 
Letters between Admiral Roduey and the Margu:s de B ouillé, (82) 
Admiral Parker's Account of an Engagement betsveen the Britifh and Dutch 

Fleets of the Dogger Bank, — —_ (84) 
Account of the Sur eddie of Wf Florida to the Arms of Spain, (85) 


Cammodore JSobnflone’s Account of the Capture of feveral Dutch Eaf- inden 
MEN, ) 

Lord Corewallis’s Account of bis being obliged to furrender the Army c? 
his Command, Prifoners of War, to the combined Forces of America and 














France, under the Command of General Wa/bington, —_ (96) 
Rirths in the Year 1781, —- — (101) 
Marriages, — (102) 
Promotions, —_—_ — (104) 
Deaths, -— (106) 


Adis of Parliament pafid from Nov. 1, 1780, to Hely 18, 1781, = (19) 


PUBLIC PAPE RS. 


His Majefy’s Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, Nov. 1, 1790, (112) 


‘Addrefi. of ’ thes Houft of Lords to his Majer, — (113) 
Addre/s of the Houje of Commons, — (114) 
Addrefs of the Convocation to his Maycfty, (115) 


Proteft of the Peers, on the Re cétion of a Motion for addreffing his Ma- 
jelly to give Orders for Pi ee before the Houfe Copies of all the Treaties 
lately fubfiting between Great Britain and the States of the Seven United 


Pro: NCES, Gee — —_ (117) 
Second Proteft on the fame Subjed, — _ (118) 
Proteft of the Peers on paffing the Bill, entitled, ‘* An AA& far raifuig @ cers 

tain Sum of Money by sway of Annuities and a Lottery, Se, (119) 
Anfwvser of the States General to the Manifefto of the King ef Great Britain, 

(121) 
Memorial of the States General to the Court of Stockholm, (129) 
Memorial and Remorfirance of the Merchants of St. Chriftopher, to Sir 

George Bridges Rodney and General V aughan, — (132) 

Admiral Rodney's Anfwer, —_- oo (134) 


Petition of the Weft India Planters and Merchants, to the King, (135) 
Account of the Sums expended in fecret Service, in 1778, 1779) and es 
(139 


Account 
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Account of the perpetual Taxes laid on fince the Commencement of the War- 

auith America, 
Capitulation of the [land of Tobago, 
Addrefi of Governor Fergufon, relative to the Capture of Tobago, (143) 








General Greene’s Account of the Aion at Guildford, (148) © 


His Majefly’s Speech on clofing the Sefion of Parliament, Fuly 18, ine 
150 

Lord Stormont’s Anfier to M. Simolin, with Refpect to the Mediation of- 
fered by the Emprefi of Ruffia, between Great Britain and the United 
Provinces, -—- (152) 
State Paper prefented by Baron Nolken, the Swedifh Minifiery cancermng the 
Intermediation of that Court between this Country and the Dutch, (153) 
Lord Stormont’s Anfwer to Baron Nolken, . (154) 
Corre/pondence between Earl Cornwallis and General Wafbington, (155) 
Articles of Capitulation fettled beteveen General Wafbington, the Count de 
Rochambean, and Count de Graffi, and Earl Corawalks and Thomas 
pa Efy. for the Surrender of the Garrifon of York and Gloucefter, 
Sc. (157) 
Letter from General Wafhington to the Prefident of the Congre/s, (160) 
Petition of the Fews at St. Euftatius, to Admiral Rodney and General 


























Vaughan, - _ (161) 
Petition of the Weft India Planters and Merchants to the King, (:62) 
Afdrefi, Remonfirance, and Petition of the City of London to the King, 

? {16 
Petition of Henry Laurens, Efy. to the Houfe of Commons, 163) 
Firfl Report of the Commiffoners for examining, taking, aud /ating the 

Public Accovyntts, —_—— — (166) 
Second Report, (167) 
Third Report, oo ——— (172) 
Fourth Report, _ nae 4 (180) 
Fifth Report, — -_ —_ (186) 
Parliamentary Supplies and Ways and Means, for 1781, (199) 
Tranflation of a Perfian Petition from the Native Inhabitants of the Pro- 

wince of Patna, to his Britannic Mayefiy, —_ _ (22:3) 
Prices of Stock for the Year 1781, — — (227) 


BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES AND 
CHARACTERS. 


Some Partic lars of the Life of the celebrated Linnaeus, {3} 
Sketch of the Life and Charatter of the famous Spanijb Poct Lope de Vega, 
[15] 


_ Ce ; ? "7 " 4 ron , * . 

a | of the Marquis of } Wena, Father of Spanifh Poetry, [17] 

“ey artieuiars concerning the celebrated Duevedo, = {19} 

Behaviour of the prefent Queen of France upon ber firft coming into that 
Cousiry, ot nai (0) 


4 Cha- 
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Charafer of the Abbé Terrai, Comptroller-general of the Finances in Franee, 
21 

Anecdotes of Madame Du Barri, —. i 

Charadter of the Emperor Conftantine, a 

Character of Athanafius, a 

Civil Government and Private Ltfe of the Emperor Julian, i 

Charaéter of the Emperor Julian, 

Some Account of George of Cappadocia, the Patron Saint of England, ‘ 3 5 


Some Particulars concerning Mr. Hogarth, [32] 




















Anecdote of Dr. Fothergill, ones [40 
Account of Dr. F whergill’s Inflitution at Ackworth, — 41 
Character of Mr. Add. [ony — 43 
Life of Tickell, 46 
Some Particulars concerning Mr. Pope’ 5 Domsfic Habits par ¥, Charaéler, [49 
IntelleGual Charaéter of Mr. Pope, _ (s4] 
Life of Gilbert Weft, [56 
Life of David Mallet, — 158 
Singular Chara&ter of an Inhabitant of Glenorchay, a [61] 


MANNERS OF NATIONS. 


The Paftoral Manners of the Scythians or Tartars, oa [64] 
Manners of the Britons, after the Romans had quitted this Ifland, [70] 
Account of the Hidalgos in Spain, [71]* 
Account of a Convention of the Inhabitants of Wales in the Reign of Henry 








IV. a—peunen 74] 
Ancient Hofpitality of the Welch, —_-— (75) 
Remains of Minflreifie among the Welch, [ibid.] 








Ancient Hunting among the Welch, 


Generofity of the Englifb Barons in the 13th and 14th Centuries, (78) 
Hofpitality of the Princes and great Barons, in the fame Period, _ {ibid. 

Romantic Gallantry and Chivalr ry in the Centuries before mentioned, (so 
Some Account of the Manners of the Inhabitants of ConneMicut, [82] 


Some Account of the Inhabitants and Produdions of the Sandwich Vlauds, 
[34] 


CLASSICAL AND POLITE CRITICISM. 


Character of Exripides, and Remarks in Favour of the Greek Tragedies, 
bet 

On the Luminous Splendor of the Pagan Divinities, [3s 
Plan of the Georgics of Virgil, {90} 
Defence of Critical Rules, [93] 
General View of the Chara&er and Poetry of Qucen Elizabeth’s Age, (97) 
On 
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On the Tragic Ballad, ) ee 
Account of the Tatler and Spe@ator, a 
Character of Thomfon’s Seafons, —_ 
@barahter of Dr. Toung’s Poetry, — 


PHILOSOPHICAL PAPERS. 








Account of the Methods of Botany before Linnaus wrote, — S 13 
Linaaus’s Arrangement of the Plants, —_— iI 5 
Some Account of the General Methods of arranging the Fofil Kingdom, (11 
Account of fome particular Animals in Connecticut, om [120 
Natural Hiffory and Defcription of the Tyger-cat, — [121 
Some Account of the Harmattan, a fingular African Wind, 123 
Account of the Termites, or white Ants, of Africa, — f 26 
Obfervations on Re/piration, _ 13> 
Obfervations on Putrefadion, aun [133 
On the Heat of Water in the Gulf-Stream, - [136] 
Account of a Phenomenon obferved upon the Ifland of Sumatra, {140] 


Account of the Ufefalne/i of Wafbing the Stems of Trees, — [142] 


ANTIQUITIES. 


On the Origin and Derivation of the Title of I:nians from Ion and Javan, 





[14 
Short Hiftorical Account of Athens, a [i 43] 
Conjecture, concerning the Duration of the Latin Tongue at Conftantinople, 
[ist 
Short View of Arabian Literature, —— [ rf é. 
Account of the Arabic Manufcripts belonging to the Efcurial Library, [153] 
Obfervations concerning the ancient State of the Iflé of Wight, 156) 


Recapitulation of Mr. Bryant’s Arguments in Favour of the Authenticity of 
the Poems afcribed to Rowley, 


[159] 





MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 


Speech of Sir Jofeph Banks, Prefident of the Royal Society, Nov. 30, 1986} 
being the Day on which the Society fir affembled at thr 
ia Somerfet P lace, 


wr new Apartments 
Account 





8 





‘a oo —_  - ag Rar, Zz " 
>, oe Pe ee, a x ' ae , 
e + ee wats * — ¢ 





aie tate tt ef 


ee 











ee Sees ee 
es SS Se Seg ee > 








cONTEN & & 


Account of a Satirical Piece, by Fuan Ruiz, a Spanifh Poet in the fourteenth 
Century, — { 16 i] 

Progrefs of the Agrarian Lacs at Romy {166 

Odjervations on the Treatment of the Fair Sex in different Countries, [169] 














Upon the Ufe of Tea, 71 ] 
Laweof Chivalry, — “= 72} 
Enquiry into the Lorenzo of Dr. Young's Night Thoughts, [i 74} 
Effimate of Mrs, Richardfon's, Merit, —_ 170] 
On the Literary Education of Women, 175] 


Bow, Education Jhould be condadedswith rofpe.to Revealed Religion, | 181} 

Fhe Rural Tafte of a London Tradefman’s Wi ife, — | 182) 

Adwertifements and Letters with Regard to the late Controverfy concernin 
the Authenticity of Offian’s Poems, [184 





POET R Y. 


Ode for the New Year, 1781. By William Whitehead, E/q. Poet Laureat, 


[1:88] 
Elphin’s Confolation, an Ode of Talicfin, from Pennant’s Journey to Snowdon, 


[189 

Lady Bothevell’s Lament, from the Scotch Tragic Ballads, [igi 
The Firft Chanfon a Boire, or Drinking Ballad of any Merit in our Language, 
from Warton’s Hiftory of Engli/b Poetry, _—— [ibid.} 


Ode on the Death of a young Lady, from Mr. Logan’s Poems, [192] 
Ode for his Majefty’s Birth-Day, June 4, 1781, by William Whitehead, 














Ef/q. Poet Laureat, — —- [193 
The Hermit and his Dog, from Sympathy, a Pocm, —_ [194 
Fable, by the rev. Mr. Whalley, from Poetical Amufements at a Villa near 

Bath, Vol. IV. — — {196} 
Yo Three Ladies, on the Death of a favourite Parroquet, from Penrofe's 

Poems, —_—— . [198] 
On the Dutchefs of Devonfbire, from the Bevy of Beauties, [199] 
On the Dutchefs of Rutland, from the fame, —_—— [ibid. 
A Morning Ramble, from the Beauties of Spring, —_— [200] 
Extra from Mifs Seward’s Monody on Major Andr?, — 201} 
Extra from the Fourth Book of Mr. Mafon’s Englifh Garden, fea) 
Serena’s Difficulty in the Choice of a Mafquerade Drefi, from Halley’s 

Triumphs of Temper, —_——. [205 
Defcription of Ennui, from the fame, [ibid. 
Defcription of Scandal, from the fame, — {206 
Conclufion of the Poem, ———= [207] 
Influence of Chivalry in freeing Europe from the growing Dominion of the 

Moors, from Mickle’s Almada Hill, —— — [208] 


DOMESTIC 















Cc ON TEN T S&, 


DOMESTIC LITERATURE 
For the Year 1781. 


FOREIGN LITERATURE 
For the Year 1781. 








[209] 


hee —_ 


(243) 


: 

a 

* 

a, 
f, 

¥ 

%® 


¥ 
7 
“ 


a 


Ce ote + 


¥ s ~ a ap ht L- 7? « au 


e 












A 


S H OR T VIE W 
OF THE 
STATE OF KNOWLEDGE, 
LITERATURE, AND TASTE, 


IN THIS COUNTRY, 


From the Death of Queen ANNE, tothe Death of King Georce If, 





HE period of Queen Anne’s reign hath ufually 

been efteemed the Auguftan age of Englith Lite- 

rature; and it cannot be doubted that, in many 
refpects, it is highly deferving of that honourable appel- 
lation. It was not till that period, or a little before, that 
our countrymen had arrived to a true and corre& tafte in 
compofition; and the names and works which adorned it 
will ever fhine with diftinguifhed luftre, and have a juft 
claim to be held out, in general, as objects of emulae 
tion and models of good writing. But whether the Au- 
euttan zra of Great Britain is to be abfolutely and exclu- 
fively confined to Queen Anne’s time, and whether our 
own age hath any title, and in what degree, to fo illuf- 
trious a diftinction, may reafonably become a matter of 
enquiry, 
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What we propofe, in the profecution of our defign, is 
to confider, very particularly, the State of Knowledge and 
Literature in the prefent reign ; in doing which, we intend 
to take a feparate view of the various branches of {cience 
and learning, to examine what progrefs hath been made 
in them, and to point out, under each department, the 
writers and works that fhall be found the moft worthy of 
diftinétion. After this, we fhall advert to a number of 
literary faéts, and difcufs a variety of literary queftions, 
which will tend to fix the character and manners of the 
times with the greater precifion. In fhort, we fhall proceed 
in the method propofed by Lord Bacon with regard to Phi- 
lofephy, and which hath been followed by fuch wonderful 
and happy effeéts in the reienuific world, We fhall bring 
the enquiry concerning the Ssste of Literature in England, 
to the grand teft of fact and experience ; which alone can 
enable us to determine what ground there is for the com- 
plaints fometimes thrown out of the want of genius and 
learning ainongit us, how far the contrary is the cafe, and 
what ftill remains to be done to advance the Knowledge and 
tafle of the nation to a higher degree of perfection. 


But before we proceed to the confideration of our prin- 
cipal object, it may not be amifs to take a fhort view of 
the literary character of the period ghat immediately fuc- 
ceeded the deceafe of Queen Anne, and which, by intro- 
ducing the prefent royal family to'the throne of Great Bri- 
tain, gave a new epocha to our civil hiftory. This will 
prepare the way for our fubfequent enquiry, give it a bet- 
ter connection, and enable us to profecute it with fuperior 
exictnefs and advantage. And here the firft circumftance 
thar flrikes us is, that the Auguftan age of Queen Anne 
cid not itnictly end with the death of that princefs. Seve- 
ral of the eminent authors who are appealed to, as having 
been the chief ornanents of that age, continued to write 
tor a much longer term; and did not ceafe to inftruét and 
entertain the world till even the middle of the reign of 
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King George the Second. The fineft parts of Atterbury’s 
works, and. “efpecially the two firft volumes of his Se rmons, 
were, indeed, publifhed fome years before the queen’s de- 
ceafe. Tie mott beautiful productions, likewife, of Addifon, 
excepting his Free-holder, and his Verfes to Sir Godfrey 
Kneiler, and to the Princefs of Wales, were previous to 
that event. Stecle, too, did not write any thing peculiarly 
worthy of notice, belides the Cenfcious Lovers, after the ac- 
ceffion of Kine George the Firit. As we have no very high 
opinion of the claflic merit of Steele’s compofitions, we 
fhould fcarcely have mentioned him at all upon this occafion, 
if we had not thought him entitled to it, on account of his 
having begun a new and admirable fpecies of writing in 
this country, in the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian. Jt 
ought alfo, to be remembered, that, though the chief ex- 
cellence of thefe papers is to be afcribed to the affiftance of 
men whole abilities were fuperior to his own, he hath, ne- 
verthelefs, a claim to no {mall degree of praife for much 
of the humour that runs through the Tatler. But though 
the beft works of Atterbury, Addifon, and other writers 
that might be fpecified, may be contidered as almoft folely 
appropriated to Queen's Anne’s reign, this is not the cafe 
with regard to the reft of the great geniufle s who are gene- 
rally ranked among the diftinguithed elories of that pe riod. 
If feveral of Swift’s mott valuable and celebrated produc- 
tions were publifhed before the accefhhon of King George the 
Firft, it is well known that many others of them, which are 
equally valuable, and equally celebrated, were pofterior to 
that era, and that he continued to exercife his pen for fome 
time during the reign of his late majefty. The fame ob- 
fervations will more ftrongly hold good with refpect to 
Pope, whofe laft poetical publication, the complete edi- 
tion of the Dunciad, did not appear till 1743. Even his 
Tranflation of Homer, which Dr. Johnfon hath celebrated 
as a great event in the hiftory of Englith literature, and 
which hath fo beautifully afcertained and eftablifhed the 
correctnefs and harmony of our verfification, though it was 
begun in the latter end of queen Anne’s life, was not ~~ 
22 C 
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ed till feveral years after her death, All the humorous 


pieces of Arbuthnot, as well as fome of his graver treatifes, 
were, likewife, written after the demife of his royal mil- 
trefs. With regard to Lord Bolingbroke, who is ufually 
clafied with Swift and Pope, if we except his Letter to 
the Examiner, and fome little fhare he might have in the 
writing of the Paper fo called, we know of none of his 
literary compofitions but what were produced in the 
Reigns of King George the Firft, and King George the 
Second. 


But ftill it may be faid, “ that the merit of thefe eminent 
authors properly belongs to the wra of Queen Anne: it 
was in her time that their genius was completely formed ; 
it was in her reign, or fomewhat earlier, that they began to 
write ; and it was the fpirit they had then imbibed, which 
continued to operate in the fubfequent period. The glory, 
therefore, they have reflected on their country, was a glory 
of which the fucceeding princes had no right to partake.” 
Admitting, or, at leaft, not difputing the truth of thefe 
allegations, we fhall proceed to ftate the literary facts that 
more diftinctly mark the reigns of the two dirft fovereigns 
of the Hanover family. It is certain that, during that 
time, a confiderable revolution was produced in the minds 
of men; and that various objects of inquiry engaged their 
attention, which, if not wholly new, had not been dif- 
cufied before to an equal extent, or with an equal degree 
of accuracy and precifion. Nor was this entirely owing to 
the natural progrefs of reafon, and the gentle and gra- 
dual operation of literature in opening and enlarging the 
human faculties, but arofe, in particular, from the poli- 
tical fituation of.Great. Britain. The acceffion of another 
royal family, whofe claims were difapproved by a large body 
of the people, rendered it highly requifite to diffeminate, 
as widely as poffible, the principles which were favourable 
to the recent eftablifhment. For this purpofe, it was ne- 
ceflary to oppofe, with the utmoft vigour, the narrow views 
of the clergy, not only concerning the doétrine of paffive 
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obedience, non-refiftance, and hereditary right, but, like- 
wife, with refpect to the meafure, extent, and exercife of 
church power. Accordingly, able men were engaged in dif- 
fufing more liberal fentiments upon thefe fubjects ; and as 
this could not be done without exciting a warm controverfy, 
hence a different turn was given to the ftudies of the age. 
The celebrated bifhop Hoadly took the lead in this im- 
portant buiinefs. He had diftinguifhed himfelf greatly in’ 
the preceding reign, by his attachment to the caufe of 
civil liberty, his defence of the Revolution, and his zeal 
for the Proteftant fuccefion ; and he now ftill more diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his Sermon on the Nature of the King- 
dom or Church of Chrift, in which he endeavoured to re- 
duce ecclefiaftical authority within much narrower limits 
than was ufually affigned to it by the body of the clergy. 
Never did a fingle difcourfe excite greater attention, or give 
rife to a more extenfive or cager debate, The Hoadlian 
controverfy, both on account of the variety and ability of 
the publications it afforded, and the effects it produced, 
mutt undoubtedly be confidered as a very important object 
in the literary hiftory of the period concerning which we 
are treating. The almoft numberlefs tracts which fprang 
from it are now, indeed, nearly buried in oblivion ; but the 
influence of the difpute ftill remains. We are greatly in- 
debted to it for that liberality of fentiment which hath ever 
fince been fo generally prevalent, and for that moderation in 
the claims of church-power to which the clergy themfelves 
have been willing to fubmit. 


It is not in the nature of the human mind, when once 
fet in motion, to ftop precifely at the point which may at 
firft be thought defirable. Many who had contracted a 
diflike to ecclefiaftical authority, and who were difgufted 
with the high-churchmen for their attachment to the family 
of the Stuarts, purfued the blow much farther than had 
been done by the gentle and moderate Hoadly. The defign 
of that eminent prelate was only to eftablifh what he ap- 
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rehended to be the true principles of Chriftian liberty. 

ut other writers aimed to deftroy all reverence and regard 
for the clergy. Tindal and Toland had attempted this in 
Queen Anne’s time; but not being very popular authors, and 
their characters not being held in much eftimation, they did 
not procure a great number of followers. The cafe, how- 
ever, was different with refpecét to thofe who affumed the 
fame tafk in the reign of King George the Firft. They wrote 
with fuperior ability, and at a more favourable opportunity. 
The perfons we principally have in view were Mr, Trenchard 
and Mr. Gordon, men of very vigorous minds, and who 
had an uncommon ftrength, if not elegance of compofition, 
The bold principles they advanced in feveral of their pro- 
dations, efpecially in the Independent Whig, and the force 
with. which they maintained thefe principles, had no {mall 
effeét on the minds of great numbers, and helped to give 
a confiderable turn to the character of the age. The clergy 
endeavoured, ii various writings, to counteract this effect, 
but not with any remarkable fuccefs. The controverfy 
called forth, from time to thine, a multitude of authors on 
both fides of the queftion ; and therefore it juftly deferved 
to be mentioned as an important circumftance in the lic. 
rary fludics of the period we are deferibing. 


The fpirit of enquiry extended to the doétrines of the Church, 
as Well as the general claims and pretenfions of the clergy, 
This, however, did not proceed from any hoftile defign 
again{t the eftablithment, but from the private fcruples of 
fame learned and pious divines, particularly Mr. Whifton 
and Dr. Clarke. “Theie gentlemen had attacked the Athana- 
naian opinion concerning the Trinity in Queen Anne’s 
reign 3 but it was not till after the acceffion of the 
Bruniwic Line that the controverfy was fully entered into, 
and became widely diffufed. It employed, for many years, 
the abilities and hterature of feveral of the firft men both in 
the Church and amongft the Diffenters, and had an infiu- 
cuce in giving a change to the fentiments of the age. 
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Many of the laity fhook off their reverence for the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and it was difcarded by fome of the moft: 
eminent and worthy of the clergy. The fimplicity of the 
oppofite fcheme, which held out, in an intelligible manner, 
the unity and fupremacy of the Deity, ftruck philofophical 
minds, and was congenial to the underftanding of a 
Newton. Among the Diffenting divines, Unitarianitm had 
fo extenfive a fpread, as, at length, perhaps, to take in 
half of their number. 


As the deétrine of the Trinity conftituted a part of the 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, and a folemn aflent to it was 
legally required from the clergy of every denomination, it 
was impoffib'e to attack this doctrine without bringing for- 
ward the queftion concerning fubfcription to articles of hu- 
man compofition in religion, ‘The debate concerning this 
matter forms another circumflance in the literary character 
of the age, It hath been continued to our own time, and 
comprizes in it two points of enquiry; in what fenfe the 
doétrines of the Church are to be aficated to by fuch as do 
fubfcribe them, and whether a fubfeription to therm fhould 
not wholly be rejected. The latter fentiment bath been 
embraced by the generality of the Diffenting minifters, and 
fome of the ableft men among them have warmly fupported 
this opinion. Not a few, ‘likewife, of the eftablithed 
clergy have pleaded for a relaxation of the terms of admif- 
fion into the Church: and the refult of thefe difcuffions 
hath been an enlargement of the principles of moderation 
and candour, 


But it was not to particular doétrines of Chriftianity, or 
to queftions concerning ecclefiaftical authority or difcipline, 
that the difputes of men were confined. The truth and di- 
vine original of Revelation itfelf became the fubject of de- 
bate. Notwithftanding the able defences of religion which 
Mr. Boyle’s Lecture had produced, a fpirit of infidelity 
continued to operate, anc 1, during the reigns to which our 
prefent view of it is limited, appeared in feveral different 
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forms. The firft, and, perhaps, the moft formidable at- 
tack on the Chriftian fyftem, was that of Collins, upon the 
head of “ Prophecy.” This was followed by Tindal’s 
<¢ Chriftianity as old as the Creation,” in which he afferted 
the abfolute fufficiency of reafon to afcertain every point of 
a religious nature ; and the confequence hence intended to 
be drawn was, that Revelation was totally needlefs and in- 
expedient. Then fucceeded Morgan’s ‘ Moral Philofo- 
pher,” which, under an honourable title, contained a vio- 
lent invective againft the characters recorded in Scripture, 
and was defigned to overthrow the authority of the Old and 
New Teftament in general. ‘The fubtle author of ‘* Chrif- 
tianity not founded on Argument,” came after Morgan. In 
a fhort time, Mr. Hume produced his * Effay on Mira- 
cles,” and laft of all Bolingbroke’s ** Letters on Hiftory,” 
and his “ Philofophical Works” were levelled againft the 
authenticity and credibility of the Sacred Books, and againft 
every part of Revelation. The reafon of our mentioning 
thefe writings thus particularly, is not from any approbation 
we entertain of the truth of the principles advanced in them, 
or any conviction we feel of the force of the arguments they 
contain ; but becaufe they gave rife to fix different contro- 
verfies, of great importance in our prefent furvey of Engiifh 
Literature. Thefe controverfies called torth the abilities of 
the ableft fcholars, and occafioned fome of the moft learned 
and capital defences of Religion that ever were written. 
Befides thefe fix principal controverfies, there were other 
collateral ones from which arofe fome very valuable works. 
The particular debate concerning the Refurre¢ction of Jefus, 
fhould have been added to the fubjects already fpecified, as 
having been a matter of the greateft importance. It was, 
indeed, included in fome of the reft, and efpecially in all 
the queftions relative to miracles. It is not in a theological 
view that we have infifled on the grand difpute concern- 
ing Revelation, but as it is a great objeét in the literary 
Hitlory of England. It extended through the reign of 
both the Georges, employed the firft men of the kingdom, 
and called torth the activity and exertions of the human 
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mind. We may obferve, by the way, that the infidelity of 
this period, at leaft before Mr. Hume wrote, was not of 
the atheiftical kind. It was only Deifm that prevailed ; 
and many who were {ceptical with regard to Chriftianity, 
profeffed themfelves to be fincere believers, not only in the 
exiftence and perfections, but in the moral providence of 
God, and in a future ftate of retribution. The form which 
infidelity hath fince afflumed, will be confidered when we 
come to the prefent reign. 


Befides the direct Enquiries concerning the Evidences of 
Revealed Religion, the controverfies on that fubject led to 
a variety of difcuffions relative to its particular doctrines, 
nature, and views. Hence it was that the Scriptures were 
very critically examined ; and the refult of the examination 
was, that they were cleared of many things which had er- 
roneoufly been fuppofed to belong to them. The deliver- 
ance of Chriftianity from the abiurdities which had been 

fathered upon it, and the rendering it better underftood, 
muft be reckoned among the moft valuable effects that re- 
fulted from the attacks of infidelity. Wohiltt divines were 
employed in refcuing Revelation from the rubbifh in which 
it had been almoft overwhelmed, the human mind was tm- 
proved, and more juft and rational views of truth were at- 
tained. The Spirit of Enquiry, diffufing itielf to a multi- 
tude of objeéts, weakened the reign of ignorance, bigotry, 
and fuperflition. 


We do not confider the ** Examination into the Miracles 
of the Primitive Church” by Dr. Middleton, one of the 
fineft writers of the age, as having been hottile to Chrifti- 
anity. Qn the contrary, it was ferviceable to it in a high 
degree, by introducing the proper line of diftinétion, and 
ferring the fubjeét on its right foundation. ‘The debate 
which it occafioned contributed, with other liberal contro- 
verfics and difcuffions, to promote a rational and manly turn 
of fentiment. 
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The attention of the age, and even of the clergy, was 
not wholly confined to queftions in which Revelation was 
immediately concerned. Moral fubjects were ftudicd with 

reat and particular ardour. The nature, the toundation, 
and the obligations of virtue were very clofely examined ; 
and a large number of treatifes appeared on thefe topics. 
Different hypothefes were formed concerning them, and 
were maintained with eminent ingenuity and ability. Whe- 
ther virtue was founded on the effential reafon and fitnefs 
of things, on a moral inftinét, or the will of God ; whether 
it arofe from a difinterefted principle of benevolence alone, 
or a well regulated felf-love ; whether wifdom, or recti- 
tude, or benevolence were the fprings of action in the 
Deity, were queftions greatly agitated, It was fafhionable 
to write fyftems of morality, to form delineations of na- 
tural religion, and to fhew its connexion with revealed. 
Scarcely ever was there a period in which the fcience 
of ethics was more diligently inveftigated, or in which the 
knowledge of it was carried to higher periection. Butler, 
and, after him, Hartley, excelled all their contemporaries 
in explaining the Principles of the Human Mind, and in the 
Solution of moral Queiiions, 


Nor could the objects we have mentioned excite the at- 
tention of the fudious part of the nation, without a confi- 
derable regard being paid to metaphyfical enquiries. Be- 
fides not a few publications concerning the old and never to 
be determined difputes about liberty and neceffity, and the 
origin of evil,sthe queftion whether the exiftence of the 
Deity can be proved a priori, was much difcuffed. In 
general, the metaphyfics of the times were lefs favourable 
to materialiim and fatalifm than hath lately been the cafe. 
The effential difference between the foul and body, the 
freedom of the human will, and the conclufivenefs of the 
natural arguments in fupport of a future ftate, were the 
prevailing opinions among divines and men of letters. 
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In the midit of the numerous objects which fo much 
employed the attention of our countrymen, it will not be 
deemed furprifing, that erudition, ftrictly fo called, fhould 
be rather on the decline. There were fewer perfons who 
had either inclination or leifure to apply to the examination 
of ancient manulcripts, the fettlement of various readings, 
the illuftration of the claffics, and the other laborious, and, 
in their kind, very ufeful purfuits, in which the learned had 
formerly been engaged. The important and intereftin 
fubjects of debate which the age prefented, reafonably and 
neceflarily gaye a different direction to the exertions of the 
human mind. There was, likewife, another circumftance 
that leffened the ardour of men for the ftudies of which we 
are {peaking. The fcholars that were devoted to them were 
reprefented as people ef no talte, as piddling critics, 


‘© As word-catchers, that lived on fyllables.” 


The ridicule, though in many refpects groundlefs, was 
not without effect ; and the effect was the greater, as igno- 
rance and tdlenefs hence found the opportunity of concealing 
themfelves under the femblance of an averfion to pedantry. 
Still, however, the purfuit of ancient literature, in that 
mode of it we are now confidering, was not wholly ne- 
elected. Bentley, amidft all the oppofition he met with, 
amidft all the unmerited contempt with which he was 
loaded, continued to maintain, in this view, the honour of 
his country. He was the Atlas whofe fingle fhoulders were 
equal to the burthen. But others were not wanting who 
were attached to the like ftudies. Hare and Pearce were 
confiderable authors in the fame walk of learning, War- 
burton diftinguifhed himfelf by his multifarious reading, 
as well as by his bold and vigorous imagination ; and Jortin 
added an excellent critical acumen to an enlarged under- 
ftanding and aliberal mind. The brief furvey we here take 
of things muft be our apology for the omiffion of other 
names that might deferve to be mentioned. 


But 
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But though enquirics into ancient manufcripts and vari- 
ous leétions, and the correétions and illuftrations of cor- 
rupted paffages, were lefs ardently purfued than had here- 
tofore heen done, there was another refpeét in which the 
Greek and Roman writers were by no means difregarded. 
The debates concerning the divine perfections and govern- 
ment, the nature and obligation of virtue, the expedience 
and neceffity of revelation, and the truth of the Chriftian 
religion, occafioned a moft diligent inveftigation into the 
opinions and practices of the Pagan world. {fn this view, 
therefore, the authors of antiquity were clofely examined, 
and much light was thrown upon them, in many valuable 
works. 


Of all the fpecies of literature, that which was moft ne- 
glected, during the former part of the period we are de- 
{cribing, was the oriental, From the death of Pococke 
and Hyde, it had gradually declined, till, at length, it 
was too generally forgotten. In king George the Firft’s 
reign, there were few who diftinguifhed themfelves in this 
department of learning. At length, however, a better {pi- 
rit prevailed. The ftudy of the Faftern languages, under 
the aufpices of the excellent Dr. Thomas Hunt, revived at 
Oxford, and it probably was not a little promoted by Dr. 
Lowth’s admirable Lectures on the poetry of the Hebrews. 
Nor was the revival of it confined to that celebrated uni- 
verfity, but extended to Cambridge, and to perfons who 
refided in other places. Before the deceafe of king George 
the Second, oriental literature was in a flourifhing ftate ; 
and it hath fince been cultivated to a degree which will call 


for our very parucular notice, when we come to the prefent 
reign, 


From the fituation of things with regard to the purfuit 
of ancient learning, we turn our view to a different objeét, 
Philotophical and Mathematical Science. In this re{pect 
fir [aac Newton had raifed the glory of the nation to the 
h ghetft 
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higheft pitch, and none could expect to equal him in re- 
nown, He had, however, feveral illuftrious followers, 
fuch as Halley and Bradley, Macilaurin and Smith, who 
eminently diftinguifhed themfelves by their knowledge, 
difcoveries, and writings. Under fuch men, Geometry, 
Aftronomy, and Optics, affumed no {mall degree of fplen- 
dour. The enquiries of the Royal Society were continued ; 
experiments were fuccefsfully made; Magnetifm became 
better underftood ; Natural Hiftory advarced in culti- 
vation ; and the improvements of the Microfcope opened 
new wonders in the world of Infeéts. Neverthelefs, durin 
part of the period we refer to, the fociety did not feem to 
maintain the luftre it had formerly done. But if, for a 
time, its reputation appeared to decline, this diminution 
of its honour was not of a long duration, ‘The ardour of 
refearch was revived by the difcoveries in Electricity ; the 
Franklinian fyitem was completed and eftablifhed ; and 
henceforward a rapid and furprifing improvement was made 
in an acquaintance with the powers and properties of na- 
ture. It belongs to the reign of king George the Third to 
fet this matter forth in all its glory. 


With regard to the ftate of Poetry, we have already ob- 
ferved, that Pope continued to fhine in it long after the 
accefion of the houfe of Hanover. He was, indeed, the 
chief ornament of this divine art ; and fo far was any man 
from being able to be mentioned as his equal, that there 
was no one who could be pretended to come near him in 
excellence and reputation. Young, neverthelefs, fuftained 
an honourable rank in his peculiar walk of compofition. 
His Night Thoughts, in particular, amidft all their faults, 
contain the moft ftriking proots of a fruitful imagination, 
and of a bold and fublime genius, which if it had been 
refined by elegance, corrected by tafte, and regulated by 
judgment, might have claimed a high ftation in the tem- 
ple of poetical fame. Thomfon’s exquifite defcriptive 
powers, not to mention his moral and fentimental beauties, 
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will render his Scafons the ohject of eternal admiration ; 
and his Caftle of Indolence will, perhaps, prove him to 


have been the moft fuccefsful and pleafing of all the imi- 


tators of Spenfer. There were many others who aimed 
at attaining the character of Poets, But. the generality of 
them had not the good fortune to rife above mediocrity, 


We are {peaking only of the early part of the period before | 


us ; for towards the latter end of it, the poetical genius of 
England revived in an eminent degree. A new race of 
men arofe, who again brought poetry into deferved repu- 
tation. Mafon, in his Monody, fprang up another phoenix 
out of the afhes of Pope. Gray, befides his beautiful 
Elegy in a Country Church-yard, carried the Lyric Ode to 
its higheft point of grandeur. Akenfide and the Wartons 
breathed a truly poetical fpirit; and Johnfon gave to fatire 
the feverity and ftrength of Juvenal. But of all thefe 

ntlemen it is the lefs needful to fpeak at prefent, as they 
will be the fubjeét of future confideration. 


Dramatic Poetry did not greatly flourifh in the reigns of 
the two firft princes of the Brunfwic line. The Cato of 
Addifon had introduced a falfe tafte with regard to tragic 
compofition. Young, indeed, in his ** Revenge” and his 
‘¢ Bufiris,” the latter of which is very bombattic, wrote 
with a vigour that was his own, and which was not the re- 
fult of imitation. But the greater part of thofe who at- 
tempted Tragedy, feduced by the poetical excellencies of 
Cato, and by the aftonifhing applaufe it had met with, 
unwifely confidered it as a model of perfeétion. Hence a 
cold and declamatory manner became the fafhion. Our 
Tragedies abounded with juft and fometimes noble moral 
fentiments, and with fine fpeeches in favour of liberty 
and the rights of mankind ; but they were deftitute of in- 
tereft, animation, and pathos. Not even Thomfon is to be 
exempted, in general, from this cenfure, though in his 
«* Tancred and Sigifmunda” he came nearer than ufual to 
the human heart. From amongft the numerous Tragedies 
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of the time, there are very few indeed which could be 
fingled out as having rifen to any extraordinary dramatic 
excellence. During the latter part of the reign of King 
George the Second, a different tafte began to prevail. The 
folly of the declamatory and merely fentimental Tragedy 
was difcerned ; and our writers aimed to diftinguifh them- 
felves by greater buftle and variety, by being more ftriking, 
vehement, and pathetic. But ftill no fingle author can be 
mentioned who redeemed the charaéter of the age, and 
who deferved to be ranked with Otway, or even with Rowe. 
We are {peaking of the-higher kind of tragic compofition ; 
for with regard to the Tragedy of Low Liile, Lillo attained 
to the utmoft height of tendernefs and pathos, 


In comedy there was nearly the fame deficiency of genius, 
Cibber, indeed, flourifhed at the beginning of the period 5 
but there was no one, at leaft for a long time, who had a 
right to be named as his fucceflor, Fielding, who juftly 
obtained fo much reputation in another way, though he was 
the author of feveral comedies, did not in this refpeét rife 
to any great excellence. Dr. Hoadly, fon of the eminent 
prelate of that name, fhewed, in the inftance of the * Suf- 
picious Hufband,” what he might have attained to; but he 
never again obliged the public in the fame line of writing, . 
The rett of the plays that appeared, had, for the moft part, 
their nine days run, and were feldom heard of afterwards, 
But towards the clofe of the time to which our prefent fur- 
vey is confined, comedy revived with confiderable fplen- 
dour. Foote, who was ufually called the-Englifh Arifto- 
phanes, introduced a mode of compofition, that well 
marked certain peculiar characters and manners, but which 
was defective in the regularity of dramatic fable and con- 
trivance. Garrick wrote fome fimaller pieces that were by 
no means deftitute of merit. But it was Colman who pro- 
mifed completely to reftore the honour of the comic mufe, 
and who will hereafter be more diftinétly mentioned, avith 
the other gentlemen who have lately endeavoured to excel 
in the fame fpecies of: literature. 4? 
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an We cannot find a better place than the prefent to take 
u fome notice of the ftate of dramatic reprefentation, which 
i ought not to be omitted in fuch a view of the times as now 
\ employs our attention. During the reign of King George i 
Wit the Firft, thofe celebrated aétors, Wilkes, Booth, Cibber, , 
) 4) and Mrs. Oldfield continued to hold the poffeffion of the 7 ! 
il ftage. But when they quitted the theatre, they had noil- | @ ' 
, luftrious fucceffors, Quin excepted, who followed the deep- 
toned Booth in tragedy, and had no rival in the comic “© 
i action of Falftaff. In general, however, the art of playing g 
i) was, for feveral years, in a low condition, when, at length, ~~ 3 
a a furprifing phocnomenon appeared in Garrick. He was © 7 | 
ts moft eminently in this refpect, the child of genius and of ; 
nature. His various and aftonifhing powers we need not =| 
Ni enlarge upon, as they are deeply engraven in every me- 
Hi mory. His appearance may juftly be confidered as a lite- 
tt rary revolution in this country; for, by his reprefentation ~ 
and eftablifhment of Shakfpeare, he gave a different turn 7 
Pi to the tafte and character of the age. He not only brought 
A that matchlefs poet into univerfal admiration, but opened 
hi. the way to a more accurate and extenfive acquaintance with ~~ 
aa our older dramatic authors in general, and to a new fpecies 
| ii of criticifin, the effeéts of which will call for our future dif- 
A cuffion. We muft not forget that there were other aétors, 
| ! befides Garrick, who were contemporary with him, and = ™ 
we helped to fuftain the honour of the ftage. Barry and Moflop 
' fhone in their refpective departments ; and there were three 
a actrefles that rofe to an uncommon excellence. Mrs. 
1 Cibber was unrivalled in tragedy, and Mrs. Clive in hu- 
| morous comedy; whilft Mrs, Pritchard could appear with 
dignity and advantage, both in the tragic and the comic line. 


— 


—— ll me 
"= eae . 
ene am *~ 





The changes in the ftate of Knowledge and Literature, in 
the turn of thinking, and the tafte of reading, which took 
ii place more particularly in the reign of King George the Se- 
7 cond, were various, and are worthy of notice. We may here 
ih mention the prevalence of the fentimental morality. Dr. 
La Clarke’s fyftem of the eternal fitneffes of things, was, for 
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awhile, the leading fafhion; and his mode of expreffion, 
or that of Woilafton, was much in ufe among our ethical 
writers. But by degrees the language of Shaftefbury’s 
Charaéteriftics prevailed, and it was a language more pleaf- 
ing and {plendid than the other. ‘this ftyle efpecially pre- 
vailed, after Hutchefon had publifhed his Treatifes on the 
Ideas of Beauty and Virtue, aid on the Paffions. Thefe 
works, indeed, or at leaft, the former of them, appeared 
before the death of King George the Firft, but it was not 
till afterwards that the philofophy contained in thenybecame 
predominant, and that the difciples of Shaftefbury received a 
large increafe. Fora number of years, no book was more 
univerfally admired, or more generally read than that no- 
bleman’s Characteriftics. The beauty of virtue, and difin- 
tere(ted benevolence were expatiated upon in many elegant 
and agreeable productions. We are not infenfible that the 
nyatter was carried to an excefs, and that thefe who founded 


‘virtue on inftinéts and internal feelings only, were guilty 


of anerror. But ftill we cannot avoid regretting that the 


 fentimental morality hath gone fo much out of vogue. 


There was an energy in it which touched the finer affeétions 
of the foul, and which came more powerfully to the human 
heart, than the cold and formal language of the Clarkifts. 
Hartley’s Principle of the Affociation of Ideas gave a great 
blow to the fyftem of diftinét moral inftinéts, 


With regard to the political fentiments of the age, a con- 
fiderable revolution was effected by a fingle authvr. ‘This 
author was Rapin, whofe Hiftory of England, bein 
tranflated, difperfed in Numbers, and almott univerially 
read, contributed, in an eminent degree, to promote a 
{pirit of moderate Whiggifm. From that time the High. 
church, and efpecially the Jacobite principles, which 
had hitherto pervaded a large body of the nation, were 
far lefs prevalent than before. The hiftory, being written 
with candour and judgment, was well calculated to pro- 
duce fo defirabie an effeét. Time, and that more critical 
examination into ancient records, Parliamentary Journals, 
and State-Papers, which hath fince taken place, have en- 
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abled us to difcern fome defects and miftakes in Rapin, : 


and we are now apt to confider him as a tedious and heavy 


writer. But fill he muft be numbered among the ufeful | 
authors; and, “in the point we have mentioned, he was fin- 
gularly beneficial. Notwithftanding the more elegant pro- © 
duétions that have fince been publifhed, a perufal of him 7 
will reward the reader’s attention: and we well remem- | 


ber that Mr. Hume, in the firft edition, we believe, of his 
Effays, Moral and Entertaining, called Rapin the moft 
judicious of all hiftorians, Whether the expreffion be re- 
tained in later editions, we have not enquired, 


Another circumflance which muft not be difregarded, in © 
a View of the State of Knowledge and Literature in Eng-. 
land, during the period before us, is the Introduction of 7 


the Monthly Magazines. This may abfolutely be confi- 
dered as forming a kind of literary epocha. The previous 
periodical publications were few in number, and were moft 


of them confined to News and Politics. But the Gentle- — 
man’s Magazine, and the London, which foon followed, 4 
opened a new fource of inftruétion and entertainment. We 


know that there are perfons who defpife this fpecies of 


writing ; and to men of eminent fcience, and very exten- a 
five literary reading, it may not be of much ufe. But the ~ 


effects of it with regard to the body of the nation are very 
reat. Magazines have certainly been the means of dif- 


Fating a varicty of general knowledge. Befides, they often 
clifcufs (we mean the better fort of them) curious and ufe- = 


ful queftions, which even the learned are glad to fee 


examined. They preferve too many fall and valuable | 
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pieces, which might otherwife be loft. Noor is it a trifling q 


advantage that young authors here firft try their ftrength, q 
and make their original efforts in compofition. Perhaps, — 


there are few perfons, who are now celebrated in the world” 
of litera‘ure, that did not begin to write either in the Gen- 


tleman’s or the London Magazine, 


The ftate of Literary Journals is an important object in 


the furyey we have now before us. The hiftory of them in 
gone: 
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general would be curious ; but we cannot here look back 
to them as they flourifhed in other countries, when they 
were dignified by the labours of a Bayle, a Beauval, and a 
Le Clerc. In our own kingdom, it was long before they 
affumed a regular and permanent form, They did, however, 
occafionally appear in the reign of.King George the Firft, 
and in the former years.of his fucceflor. But the ** Hiftoria 
Literaria,” the ‘* Memoirs of Literature,” and the 
«¢ Hiftory of the Works of the Learned,” though ufeful in 
point of information, could not attain a durable eftablifh- 
ment. This fpecies of writing was neither extenfive in its 
fale, nor productive of great effects, till firft the Monthly, 
and then the Critical Review became fixed on a firm and 
durable foundation. From that time a more general atten- 
tion hath been paid to all kinds of publications; fome ac- 
quaintance with them has been fpread among the body of 
the people; and a fpirit of curiofity and criticifm hath 
been promoted. Of late,’ almoft every Magazine hath 
been converted into a fort of a Review. The Literary Jour- 
nals are, undoubtedly, fometimes partial and fometimes 
erroneous. Being written by a number of perfons of dif- 
‘ ferent abilitics, opinions, and application, and who are 
not void of private paffions and prejudices, the judgments 
paffed upon books mutt not always be admitted with impli- 
cit reverence. Men of real learning will determine for 
themfelves, and not bow to the authority of the ableft cri- 
tic. Neverthelefs, even the learned derive benefit from 
well conducted Literary Journals, and their influence upon 
the fentiments and tafte of the nation in general is very 
confiderable. If the knowledge they diffufe fhould be ob- 
jected to as fuperficial, let it be remembered, that it is a 
knowledge which vaft numbers would not otherwife have 
obtained, 


Even the effeét of News-Papets is not to be forgotten in 
the prefent Survey. For a long time they were few in 
number, and, excepting with regard to a circumftance here- 
after to be mentioned, were confined to the mere intelli- 
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gence of facts. But, gradually they have affumed a more 
extenfive office : they have become the vehicles of political 
difcuffion in a far higher degree than they formerly were, 
and, in this refpeét, they have acquired a national 1mport- 
ance.—Befides this, they aflume the liberty of examining 
literary queftions, and contain effays on all kinds of to- 


pics. They are the means of communicating a knowledge 


of things, which, though not deep, tends to enlarge the 
underftandings of the common people. If they were con- 
ducted with greater wifdom, difcretion, and candour, they 
might be far more extenfively ufeful. The perional and 
malignant turn they have lately taken is not the fubject of 
our prefent confideration. ‘ 


But though News-Papers, in the former part of the pe- 
riod we are defcribing, generally contained nothing but the 
public intelligence, and the common occurrences of the 


day, this was not always the cafe. They were fometimes 


made the vehicles of periodical eflays, though thefe were 
ufually, we believe, publifhed in feparate fheets ; and a little 
attention to the hiftory of them will not be unfuitable to 
our prefent defign. It was natural for the excellence and 
fuccefs of the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, to produce 
a great number of imitations. Accordingly, during King 
George the Firft’s reign, periodical Papers were continually 
fpringing up, under different names and titles. In general, 
they were feeble, compared with the beautiful models fet 
before them, nor were they attended with any remarkable 
fuccefs. Neverthelefs, feveral of them were not deftitute 
of merit, and, though now not much known, might fill 
deferve to be read. We might particularly mention the 
papers, called, the * Free-Thinker,” and thofe written by 
Gordons We do not mean his “« Independent Whig,” but 
another publication of a more mifcellaneous nature, under 
the appellation, if we recolle& it rightly, of the *“* Hu- 
morift.” In the courfe of things, thefe periodical Effays 
took a variety of turns, and were even rendered fubfervient 
to the purpofes of religious controverfy. But the more fre- 
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quent application of them was to politics. The example 
had been fet by the Examiner and the Freeholder, and 
the pattern w1s abundantly followed. We have no inten- 
tion of enumerating the vaft multitude of them that rofe 
and fell; many of which were little entitled to regard when 
they were firft written, and much lefs when the circun- 
ftances that brought them into exiftence were at an end. 
There were two of them, however, which ought not to be 
omitted; Cato’s Letters, publifhed foon after the South- 
Sea year, and the Craftiman, in the next reign. Cato’s 
Letters, of which Trenchard and Gordon were the authors, 
are abfolutely the beft model of periodical political writing 
that can be exhibited ; for they are compofed with admir- 
able ftrength and fpirit, and are always upon fubjects, and 
not upon perfons. There is nothing in them of that private 
invective which hath fo greatly difgraced recent produc- 
tions. The Craftfman was more perfonal; but whilft it 
was fupported by fuch men as Bolingbroke and Pulteney, 
it was certainly an illuttrious publication. All this while, 
no Effays appeared of a generally mifcellaneous kind, that 
could be ranked with the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, 
But at length the time came for even thefe beautiful Papers 
to be rivalled. The ‘* Rambler” carried the compofition of 
moral effays, and moral narrations, fo far as dignity of fen- 
timent, fagacity of obfervation, and ftrength of ftyle are 
concerned, to perfection, The ** Adventurer,” joined to 
much of the fame merit an excellent talent at Eaftern 
tales, and was adorned with fome valuable critical com- 
munications. The * World,” affumed all the variety of 
the Spectator, being wife or witty, grave or gay, fentimen- 
tal, literary, or humorous, as the fubject required. It 
was alfo, in another refpect, like the Spectator; for the 
conductor of it was loft in the fplendour of his auxiliaries, 
The  Connoiffeur,” which was the produttion of two 
gentlemen, who united their powers in every fingle paper, 
was a ftriking inftance of ingenuity and ability. Never 
was there a work that more happily hit off and expofed the 
evanefcent follies and fafhions of the times. Other attempts 
have 
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have been made in the fame way, but not with equal fuc-, 


cefs. This mode of writing feems to be nearly exhautfted ; 
nor is it likely to revive, with diftinguifhed luftre, in any fe- 
parate publication, as the Magazines and News-Papers are 
fo open to every kind of difcuffion, 


Let us now advert to what may, perhaps, be regatded asa 
more important object in the view before us, The flate of 


Eloquence in this country is no fmall matter of confideration, 


in e{timating the character of the age. It is parliamentary 
eloquence that we have more immediately in contempla- 
tion; for that it is to which the Britifh conftitution directs, 
and which has been the moft ably and fuccefsfully purfued. 
The great perfonal and public motives by which our fe- 
nators are actuated, and that warmth of oppofition in 
which many of them are always engaged, are calculated to 
call forth the flrongeft exertions of oratory. During the 
mighty conteft between fir Robert Walpole and his adver- 
faries, it fhone with uncommon fplendor. Voltaire, fpeak- 
ing of the Englifh eloquence, as it fubfifted in the two 
houfes of parliament at this period, fays, that it excelled 
that of Greece and Rome. We do not agree with him in 
the affertion, but we know that it attained to a high degree 
of excellence. Not to enter into an enumeration of the 
principal orators, we may obferve, that Pulteney took the 
lead among them during the grand oppofition to Walpole, 
and that he was fitted for it by his various and powerful 
talents. He was fucceeded by Pitt, whofe copioufnes, 
ardour, and energy, carried every thing before him, and 
have left the moft lively impreffions on the memories of 
thofe who have feen him wield the Eneglifh democracy. He 
did, indeed, rife with a furprifing fuperiority over his 
contemporary {peakers, though feveral of them were 
highly accomplifhed, and would deferve to be particularly 
applauded in a more enlarged examination of the fubjec& 
than comports with our immediate defign. Pitt hath been 
called the Demofthenes of his age ; and he was fo with re- 
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gerd to that grandeur and force which oe could refift ; 


ut he was not a Demofthenes in clofenefs of compofi- 
tion. 


The eloquence of the pulpit forms no great obje& in our 

refent furvey. ‘The difcourfes of our beft and moft cele- 
Seeanl divines were rational, fenfible, and judicious: they 
contained excellent inftructions, conveyed in plain, clear, 
and fometimes elegant language: they are a valuable part 
of Englifh literature, have eminent moral and practical 
merit, and excel in explications of fcripture : but they 
feldom afcend to dignity or pathos ; they feldom attain that 
fublimity, varjety, and tendernefs which might, perhaps, 
be expected from the important and interetting fubjeéts 
which the preacher has to recommend. If any one is to 
be diftinguifhed from the reft of the pulpit orators of his 
time, it 1s bifhop Sherlock.’ The general charatter of his 
fermons, like that of thofe of his contemporaries, is the 
calm and perfpicuous mode of compofition. But they have 
ufually a greater elegance, and they occafionally rife to a 
certain degree of grandeur. We remember that the con- 
clufion of one of bifhop Sherlock’s difcourfes is uncom- 
monly ftriking and fublime. There is, likewife, in him, 
a refinement of fentiment and reafoning, which we are not 
fure to be always founded on truth, 


Another matter, well deferving of our confideration, is 
the ftate of Hiftorical Writing. The light in which we 
before mentioned Rapin, was only that of his political value 
and influence, and he is not an object of attention in the 
point we have now in view. The circumftance in which our 
country had long failed, and wherein it had little title to 
fame, was the compofition of hiftory. Many works, in- 
deed, we had, of great ufe with regard to information, but 
they were deftitute of elegance and dignity. It was referved 
for the latter end of king George the Second’s reign, to 
enable England to vie with foreign nations, and even with 
the authors of antiquity, inthis mode of writing, To Mr. 
: | Hume 
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Hume and Dr. Robertfon we are indebted for fo noble a 
revolution, But we fay the lefs of them at prefent, as 
they will come before us hereafter, when the name of a 
Gibbon will be added to them, and when, perhaps, fome 
other names will not be found unworthy to be recorded. 


It was a long time before this kingdom fhone in 
Biography. A number of fingle lives had been written, 
and there were a few general collections ; but they were 
not recommended by any uncommon excellence, either 
with refpeét to choice in felection, neatnefs of compofition, 
or fagacity of reflection, The tranflation firft of Bayle 
feparately, and then another tranflation of him, with the 
addition of a multitude of lives, extending the work to ten 
volumes, folio, introduced a more general tafte for biograe 
ee knowledge. ** The Biographia Britannica” fucceeded, 

eing confecrated to the worthies of our own country, 
Both the ** General Dictionary,” and the Biographia Bri- 
tannica are works of very unequal execution; but, not- 
withftanding this, they are confiderable objects in the lite- 
rary hiftory of the period. Of the fingle lives which were 
ny EAN few could be compared with that of Cicero, 

y Dre Middleton. Mallet’s Account of lord Bacon might 
have deferved to have been diftinguifhed, if he had been 
more particular in his furvey of that great man’s philofo- 
phy. Biography hath lately become a favourite ftudy with 
the public, and our future furvey of it will hold it out in all 
its luftre. gaia? 


We may obferve, by the way, that the age was marked 
by fcientific, as well as Biographical collections. Harris’s 
and Chambers’s Dictionaries are works of no fmall confe- 
quence, and the latter hath been remarkably popular. The 
productions of this kind, in which univerial fcience has 
been thrown into the alphabetical form, for general in- 
ftruction, have enabled the bulk of the people to acquire 
fome little portion of knowledge, upon any fubject that 
excites their curiofity, or requires their attention. 


Another 
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Another fpecies of writing, hiftorical in its nature, but 
fictitious in its foundation, Romance Writing, was carried to 
a fingular degree of perfection, by two extraordinary men 
in this way, Fielding and Richardfon. Thefe gentlemen 
were remarkably different in their talents, but both were 
excellent in the kind of compofition they adopted. 
Fielding, taking Don Quixote and Gil Blas for his mo- 
dels, was admirable in the humorous novel, and in the 
reprefentation of the characters of common and familiar 
life. He was, likewife, without rival, in what may be 
called the epic contrivance of his ftory, efpecially in 
his principal work. Richardfon, whofe genius was 
truly original, fhewed the deepeft penetration into the 
human heart, difplayed a furprifing power in defcribing it, 
and exhibited an inftance of pathetic narration which has 
not been equalled in any age, or in any couhtry. He may 
juttly be entitled the Shakfpeare of Romance. Both the 
authors we have mentioned had fome not unfuccefsful fol- 
lowers. Smollet came next to Fielding ; and Richardfon 
has been the moft happily imitated by ladies. As for the 
common trafh of Novels, under which the prefs has groaned, 
which have introduced fo wretched a tafte of reading, and 
have been fo hurtful to young minds, particularly of the 
female fex, they are unworthy to be named, excepting in 
the way of cenfure. 


Among the various objects which engaged the attention 
of a learned and inquifitive age, it was not likely that 
Polite and Poetical Criticifm fhould be wholly negleéted. 
It was far from being neglected : there were many pleafing 
and ufeful productions in this mode of literature ; though 
the authors of them feldom went farther than Addifon had 
done in a philofophical inveftigation of the beauties of writ- - 
ing. One of his moft elegant and fuccefsful difciples was 
Spence. AtJength, a tore refined {pirit entered into criti- 
cal difquifition. Warburton made feveral attempts in this 
way, fometimes happily enough, but frequently with more 
ingenuity than fuccefs. Hurd difplayed equal ingenuity, 
with fuperior judgment, and with greater purity and cor- 
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re€tnefs of tafte. Lowth, in his Lectures on Hebrew 
Poetry, attained to the higheft rank of eminence asa critic, 
Lord Kaims explored the beauties of compofition in the 
inmoft recefles of the human mind; and in the depth of 
his refearches, occafionally carried refinement to an excefs, 
The Wartons followed : but we fay no more, at prefent, 
upon a fubject which will hereatter appear in its fulleft 
lufire. 


_If we look back to the ftate of the arts of Painting, 
Sculpture, and Defign, in the period we havebeen confider- 
ing, we fhall not, in this refpect, find much caufe for tri- 
umph. The two firft Georges, though excellent monarchs, 
were no patrons of thefe arts, being dettitute of tafte with 
regard tothem, and iguorant of the glory which they reflect 
upon a country. Nor had the nation, in general, though 
growing in wealth, fplendour, and luxury, acquired that 
delicacy of difcernment which is neceflary to excite a pro- 
per emulation among the artifts, to animate their exertions, 
and to puth them on to perfection. There were, however, 
fome portrait and landfcape painters, and fome engravers, 
who might deferve to be applauded in a more particular 
hiftory. The inimitable Hogarth it is needlefs to mention, 
whofe humorous and moral paintings, which are almoft 
fufficient of themfelvesto compenfate forthe defects of the 
age, are univerfally Known, admired, and felt. Sculpture 
was not only gaining ground, but making great advances 
under Roubiliac ; and Architecture was much improved by 
the knowledge and patronage of lord Burlington. Garden- 
mig was the art that Was the mott Cciftinguifhed by its ra- 
pid progrefs to the height of tatle and excellence, The 
yuft ideas, and varied improvements, introduced by Kent, 
and fince pertected by Brown, have adorned many parts otf 
England with exquifite beauty. Upon the whole, towards 
the end of king George the Second’s reign, the profeffors 
of the fine arts, and the lovers and judoes of them were in- 
ereafing ; exhibitions of pictures were begun under the 
aufpices of the Premiuin Socicty ; and the way was pre- 
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Paring for the noble revolution that was afterwards accom- 
Plifhed, and which will form one of the moft pleafing 
fubjects of our future hiftory. 


Our furvey of things, brief as it was intended to be, 
would be imperfect, if we did not take fome notice of the 
diftinguithed figure made by the writers in Scotland during 
this period, and efpecially in the latter part of it, when a 
wonderful ardour for literary eminence, and elegant compo- 
fition, animated the gentlemen who inhabited that divifion 
of the united kingdoms. In Philofophy we have already 
mentioned Maclaurin; and Simpfon might be added in Ma- 
thematics. Blackwell might juftly have been celebrated for 
his depth in Ancient Literature, if he had not difgraced it by 
pedantry and affectation. The Scottifh authors have parti- 
cularly applied themfelves to metaphyfical difquifitions, and 
the cultivation of fentimental ethics. The turn begun by 
Hutchefon was greatly improved, and appeared in many 
ingenious productions, by which the knowledge of the 
principles and affeétions of the human mind has been highly 
promoted. When we fpecify Hume, Lord Kaims, Reid, 
and Adam Smith, we fpeak of them only hiftorically, with- 
out confidering how far their refpective fyftems are founded 
in truth. Neither do we enter into the queftion, whether 
the Englifh Hartley may, in any refpect, have been more 
fuccefsful in explaining the mental conftitution. The pro- 
grefs of Society and Manners hath, likewife, been deeply 
inveftigated by the writers of North Britain, and feveralof 
their works of this kind will hereafter be noticed. We 
fhould remember, alfo, that to North Britain we are in- 
debted for Hume and Robertfon, our two claffic hiftorians. 
Arbuthnot and Thomfon were natives of that country, 
though they refided wholly in England. In fhort, Scot- 
Jand had its full fhare in contributing to the literaryglory 
of the age. 


Nor is Ireland to be forgotten in our prefent furvey. Ire- 
Jand can boaft of her Swift and her Berkeley: Ireland - 
ay 
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fay that, in liberal Theology, fhe hath produced an Aber 
nethy, 2 Clayton, and a Leland; and that we owe to her 
another Leland, the tranflator of Demofthenes, and the 
hiftorian of Philip of Macedon. It may be added in her 
favour, that fhe hath adorned England with fome eminent 
names that will occur in the profecution of our defign. 


In reflecting upon the period we have thus briefly de- 
feribed, we perceive it to have been an active and bufy one, 
with regard to the cultivation of Knowledge and Literature. 
A vatt number of important fubjects were difcufled in it, 
and the difcuffion of them effeéted a great revolution in the 
fentiments. of the kingdom. Extraordinary light was 
thrown on the very firft objeéts that can demand the at- 
tention of man. Human reafon, on the whole, was much 
improved, and a candid and enlarged turn of thinking in- 
creafed. It was a peculiarly agreeable circumftance that 
the ftate of things was progreffive; fince the latter part of 
the reign of King George II. was not only fplendid in arms 
and commerce, but in the rifing fituation of every liberal 
art. What hath been the fubfequent condition of Science, 
Learning, and Tafte; what improvements have been made 
in them; what changes have taken place; and what have 
become the prevailing opinions and literary purfuits of the 
prefent times, will, in the courfe of our undertaking, be 
the fubjects of diftinét and particular enquiry. 
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CHAP. IL. 
OLfervations on the State of Affairs at the Clofe of t'e Year 1780. 


Meeting of the New Parliament. 
Speech from the Throne. 
thereupon. 


N the courfe of the year 1780, 
the war between Great Britain 
and Ameriea had been carried on 
with confiderable fuccefs on the 
part of the former; the utmoft ar- 
dour in the fervice had been dif- 
played by the royal troops ; Charles- 
town, and the whole province of 
South Carolina, had been fubdued ; 
and other fignal advantages obtain- 
ed, the particulars of which have 
been related in the preceding vo- 
lume of our work. But notwith- 
flanding thefe favourable circum- 
ftances, no profpect appeared of any 
fpeedy termination of the war: the 
authority of Great Britain was ac- 
knowledged in thofe places only of 
which the king’s troops were in pof- 
felon, and only during their con- 
tinuance there; and on the conti- 
nent of America in general, the 
moft rooted averfion was uniformly 
manitefted to the government of the 
mother country. 
The dangers of the latter were 
alfo increafed by the war with Hol- 
land, which commenced at the clofe 


Debates on the Eleétion of a new Speaker. 
Addreffes moved for in both Houfes, and Debates 


of the year 1780; and the rupture 
with that republic naturally aug- 
mented the difficulties, and leffened 
the extent, of the national, trade, 
The alliance between France and the 
revolted colonies had not, indeed, 
been fo beneficial to the latter, as 
might have been expected; and the 
French miniftry feemed more foli- 
citous to increafe their poffeffions ia 
the Weit Indies, than to afford any 
fubftantial affiftance to their Ameri- 
can allies. In Europe, no effects 


_ had yet beea produced, in any de- 


ree proportionable to the mighty 
Sacemand that had iffued Birth 
from the ports of France, and of 
Spain; and by which, though much 
alarm had been excited, little had 
been performed. . m 


The diffolution of the lat gir 
liament was not with”any 
circumftances tha® portended a 


admini{tration : however 
nd difaftrous might be 
he meafures of the mi- 
influence in the cabinct 
ion was not diminifh- 
ed ; 
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ed; nor did the fition derive 
any advantage from the election of 
the members of the new parliament, 
f popular members were chofen in 
where. before they had 
tives of a different com- 
pigsion, in others popular mem- 
were removed to make wuy for 
thofe who were known to be minif- 
terial: fo that, wpon the whole, no 
very important changes were made 
on cither fide. In the nation at 






large, a fpirit of 2 se to the» 
i 


meafures of adminiftration was far 
from being increafed, For though 
few perfons in the kingdom, it might 
be prefumed, could be wholly in- 
fenfible of the fazal confequences of 
the American war, of the burthens 
whder which the nation laboured, 
and of the dangers with which it 
was furrounded ; the people feem- 
ed more difpofed to religa them- 


‘felves with patient acquiefcence to 


the events that might arife, than to 
take any active part in bringing a- 
bout a change of men, or of mea- 


fures. ‘The little effect that had 
deen uced by the vigorous and 
able ftand that had been made by 


the oppofition, during the latt fel- 
fion of the laft parliament, had in- 
clined many almoft to defpair of the 
fucce’s of any future oppofition : 
wnd a great damp had been thrown 
upon public affociations by the late 
dangerous_and deftructive riots in 

m is. Thefe, and other 
cayfes, occafioned the Meeting of 
the new parliament to be attended 


‘heiigpmftances favourable to the 
“8 of the, minifter, whatever 
hs bampthe general welfare 
of the nario” 

The firft feffion of th 


patency ef Great 1 
be held at Wefimin 0 












attendance of the Commons in the 
Houfe of Peers, they were acquaint 
ed, by the chancellor, on their ar- 
rival there, that the king would de- 
lay declaring his reafons ‘for calling 
the prefent parliament, til! a fpeaker 
of the Houfe of Commons thould 
be elected ; and that-it was his.ma- 


jefty’s pleafure that they fhould im- 


Mediately proceed to the choice of 
a fpeaker, and that they fhould 
prefént the; perfon elected, on the 
tollowing day, for his royal ape 
robation. ‘The Commons accords 
ingly returned to their own houfe 
for this purpofe, and a debate of 
fome length enfued, from which it 
was apparent, that the conduct of 
Sir Fletcher Norton, in the att 
parliament, had neither been for- 
gotten, nor forgiven Lord George 
Germain firft rofe, and made fome 
general obfervations on the qualifi- 
cations which were requilite in a 
fpeaker of that houfe; and he re- 
marked, that the late fpeaker, Sir 
Fletcher Norton, had, during the 
courfe of nearly two parliaments, 
executed the duties of that moft ho; 
nourable, but arduous office, with 
fo much diligence, and fo much 
dignity, as to entitle him to the 
warm applaufe of that houfe; and 
to leave nothing for them to lae 
ment, except that the kebour which 
attended it, had too vifibly impair, 
ed his conftitution. Of this melans 
choly truth, the laft feffion, unfor: 
tunately for the public, was marked 
by feveral inftances. It would, 
therefore, neither be decent in him, 
nor would it become the houfe, to 
fhew fo little gratitude and re 
tothe right honourable gentl 
for his important and ickeonledadl 
fervices, as to propofe again to place 
him in a fituarion, the fatigues 
which were too heavy a burthento 


bs impofed upon him, eine 
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the prefent precarious ftate of, his 
health. Hertce alone originated the 
idea which his lordfhip had conceiv+ 
ed, of moving that Mr. Cornwall 
might be appointed’ to fill the chair. 
"Fhat geviletiga! before he came 
into that houfe, had done his coun- 
try effential fervice, and acquired 
great perfonal honour, by the very 
able and active fhare he had taken, 
in the adjuftment of fome public 
accounts, which had been fubmit- 
ted to the inveftigation of certain 
perfons ‘commiffioned for that pur- 
pofe. He hadalfo been fome years 
a member of that houfe, was well 
acquainted with the law of the land 

with the law of parliamenr, an 

with all the forms, orders, and rules 
of proceeding, peculiar to the houfe 
of commons, His lordfhip there- 
fore moved, “* That Mr. Cornwall 
* be elected fpeaker.” 

This motion was feconded by Mr, 
Welbore Ellis, treafurer of the na- 
vy, who obferved, that Mr. Corn- 
wall feemed to be poffeffed of all 
the qualifications which were requi- 
fite in a fpeaker of the houfe of 
commons. He acknowledged the 

reat abilities and fervices of Sir 
letcher Norton; but remarked, 
that as the labours of the office, 
which he had fo honourably fuf- 
tained, had fo much impaired his 
health, he thought it neceflary, as 
an opportunity now offered, to af- 
ford him the relief which the houfe 
had in its power, by electing an- 


. other fpeaker. He confidered Mr. 


Cornwall as the fitteft fucceffor of 
Sir Fletcher Norton, whofe conduc 
ought to be the model of that ger 
tleman’s, if the houfe fhould ho- 
nour him fo far as to feat him in 
the chair. 

Mr. Dunning his fur- 
prize, that the minifter had~ not 
rifen, at the commencement of the 


HISTORY. 8 
debate, to move that the office, 
fpaker ould be conaued in ite 
perfon of Sir Fletcher Norton 5 and 
hat it fhould feem to be the ge: 
tal idea of the houfe, that M 
Cornwall would be appointed. bis 
fucceffor. He sdinitien tha abili- 
ties. of that ' ntleman, and tho 
not have objected to his nominar 
tion, if the chair had been reall: 
vacant; but he was of opinion tha 
this was not now the cafe, Sir 
Fletcher Norton was then A Ba 
in the hovfe, and ap fully 
equal to the duties gt the offic 
which he had lately executed wit 
fuch univerfal approbation. It was, 
therefore, cat cea fingular, that 
the noble lord who made_ the mor 
tion,-and the honourable gentleman 
he feconded it, sp pete 
, that the late {fpeaker was the 
proper and moft able 7 all per 
ons to fill the chair with, dignity, 
and in the very fame infant pro- 
pofe-another candidate... It might 
at leaft have been expected, when 
the bad health of Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton was talked of, and urged as 3 
ground for not continuing him in 
the chair, that either the noble 
lord, or the gentleman who fecond- 
ed him, would have ftated to the 
houfe, that Sir Fletcher Norton 
had formally applied to them, de- 
claring his defire to refign the chair, 
and afligning as a reafon for his fo 
doing, that his health was im that 
impaired ftate in which it had been 
repeats But the fact was, that 
their late er a to 
full health, and Pte all the 
duties of the office: he, therefa 
moved, * That Sir Fletcher Nor 
«“ ton be continued fpeaker.” 
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had been s real vacancy; becaufe 
that gee 







tman was a placeman at 
. a penfioner, and a ts 
fe not of any independent 
b of one of the cinque Sy 
were known not to be allowed 
a free and unbiafled choice of their 
: tatives. He farther remark- 

that it was the impartiality of the 
late fpeaker, though that was a vir- 
tue in the execution of that office 
which his opponents had affected to 
applaud, from which the defireof re- 
moving him from the chair had 
really originated: for offence had 
been taken, that in a fpeech which 
mutt perpetuate the remembrance of 
his attachment to his native land, 
he had expreffed his deep concern 
for the calamities which furrounded 
it, and his anxiety, that the liberal 
and unprecedented donations of the 

ple might be applied with wif- 
ass sa rugality. 

Sir Fletcher Norton then rofe, 
and expreffed his defire of faving the 
time of the houfe, by an immediate 
declaration, that he had refolved, in 
{pite of all confiderations whatever, 
to decline the chair. He obferved, 
that when he was firft chofen fpeaker, 
his conftitution was in its full 
ftrength:' nor were the humble ta- 
lents, with which Providence had 
endowed him, at all weakened by 
their exertion through the former 
periods of his life. But the very 
great and increafed duties of the 
office had materially impaired his 
conflitution, and his fenfe of his 
growing infirmities had made him 
relolve to give up all thoughts of 
returning to his former tation. With 
thistemper of mind, he felt no anx- 
itty for the fate of the motion that 
had been made by- his honourable 
and learned friend. of whole enco- 


miams he pofleffed a grateful fenfe, 
and whofe favourable opinion he 
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was happy to enjoy. He alfo ex. 


prefled his acknowledgments to the 
noble lord who had made the motion 
for a new fpeaker, and to the gen- 
tleman who had feconded him, for 
the compliments that they had been 
pleafed to pay him. He muft, how- 
ever, be an ideot indeed, if he could 
fibly fuppofe, that his ftate of 
Rrealth, of which none of the king’s 
minifters had ever received the {mal- 
left intimation from him, was the 
real caufe of their moving for a new 
fpeaker, when they had not previ- 
oufly faid a words to him upon the 
fubjeét. He was fatisfied, that eve- 
ry man, who had the leaft preten- 
fions to underftanding, went before 
him in the fulleft conviction, that 
a confideration of the ftate of his 
health was not the true motive for 
the prefent meafure. He had a jut 
fenfe of the merit of the honourable © 
gentleman who was propofed for his 
fucceflor, and thought him fully 
equal to the duties of the office: 
but, at the fame time, in juftice to 
himfelf, he muft call upon the no- 
ble lord, and the honourable gen- 
tleman by whom he was feeonded, to 
affign the true reafon of their un- 
manly effort to drive him from the 
thee with infult and difgrace. If 
they had any objections to his con- 
duct in the chair, they ought open- 
ly and fairly to flate thofe objec- 
tions. He the rather called for this 
explanation, becaufe he could af- 
fure the houfe, upon his honour, 
that though he had’ been in town 
three days, and acceflible to any 
member of adminiftration, he had 
never been afked whether his health 
would enable him te continue in the 
chair, thould the houfe approve of 
his continuing there: nor bad he 

been applied to, either directly or 

indirectly, on the fubjeé&t of choofing 
a new {pcaker, - . 
Mr. | 
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- Mr. Fox arraigned the miniftry, 
in very pointed language, for hav- 
ing made it a part of their fyftem, . 
during their continuance in office, 
to difgrace every dignified character 
in the kingdom, and efpecially to in- 
fult and vilify thofe men whofe con- 
duét the houfe of commons. moft a 
proved. Admiral Keppel had been 
an inftance of this, and a new in-: 
ftance was afforded by the prefent 
treatment of the late fpeaker. © It 
feemed as if the ignominious bufinefs 
of that day was to extinguifh thofe 
{parks of independence, which the 
virtuous rejoice to cherifh, and to 
degrade that rectitude which had a 
jait claim to honours and rewards. 
Unfortunately for the nation, the 
prefent example, of difmiffirg from 
employment a virtuous individual of 
high rank, merely becaufe he had 
uttered his fentiments, and given his 


vote in obedience to the dictates of _ 


his confcience, was not a novelty. 
The marquis of Carmarthen, and 
the earl of Pembroke, had been di- 
vefled of their offices for the fame 
reafon. Theconduét of the minifiry 
was equally abfurd and unjuftifiable. 
The noble lord, whe made the mo- 
tion, had filled hisfpeech with empty 
compliments of Sir Fletcher Norton; 
and after afferting, that he was the 
ableft man the houfe could chufe to 


fit in the chair, had concluded his? 


addrefs with. moving, that another 
gentleman might be elected to fill it. 
The honourable gentleman, who 
had feconded his lordthip’s motion, 
had recommended it to the gentle- 
man moved for, as Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton’s fucceflor, to copy his exam- 
ple; telling him, in the moft plain, 
ore fe dire& terms, that his 
chance of making a {peaker 
refted on his follecing bea idel of 
Sir Fletcher Norton, But would 
any men, except the prefent. mini+ 
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ftry, refufe an excellent y”? 
which it was in their power to pof . 
fefs, and fix their choice upon: a: 
copy, on a fuppofition that it “oe 
a not much unequal to » 
nifhed workmanthip of che mafter.? . 
The true reafon which actuated ad. 
miniftration in the. prefent meafure 
was, however, fufficiently apparent: 


who had voted, in the laft parlia- 
ment, in oppofition to the fenfe of 
the majority of the houfe, thatthe 
influence of the crown had not in- 
creafed ; that it was not increafing ; 
and that it ought not to be dimi- 
nifhed. ‘This was his recommenda 
tion: whilft the miniftry were defi- - 
rous of removing Sir Fletcher'Nor- 
ton, becaufe he had executed the of» 
fice of fpeaker with impartiality’; 
had performed his duty tothe houfe, 
and tothe nation, in his addrefs to 
his majefty, on the gommons grant- 
ing him a great augmentation of his 
revenue ; and had voted, agreeably 
totruth, and to the dittates of his. 
confcience, that, * the influence’of | 
‘*¢ the crown had increafed, was ‘in- 
‘* creafing, and. ought tobe dimi- 
‘¢ nifhed.” Thefe were his crimes, 
and thefe were crimes not to be for- 
given. But he hoped the .houfe 
would not, in the choice of a {peak- 
er, implicitly obey the dictates of a 
fecretary of ftate. As to the health 
of Sir Fletcher Norton, it. was ‘ap- , 
parently very good; and when, un- 
happily for his family, aud thepub- 
lic, be fhould feel a relapfe, it would 
then be fufficiently early to talk of a 
fucceffor. eM 

Mr. Cornwall faid, that if the. 
houfe thought proper to elect him 
to the chair, he thould exert his en- 
deavours to give thém futisfaction ;” 
but atthe fame time ex his 
confeioufnefs, that thofe friends, 
A%4 who 
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impropriety of troubling the houfe 
with oi Reabes obfervations on 
himfelf; and thould therefore efteem 


it a duty ta meettheir judgment and 
refolutions — wea mot perfedt 
fubmifion and ; 

As the miniftry made no attempt 
to juitify their behaviour in this 

Sir Fletcher Norton 
rofe again, and obferved, that if any 
thing could induce him to afpire 
once more to the honour of prefid- 
ing im that houfe, it was the con- 
temptuous infult which he had re- 
ceived from the determined filence 
of the minifters, whom he had re- 
peatedly and in vain defired, to af- 
ign fome caufe for the prefent mode 

difmiffing him from the chair. If 
cither the noble lord who made the 
motion, or the honourable gentle- 
man who feconded it, fuppofed that 
he at any time had been culpable in 
the execution of his office, it was 
incumbent on them publicly to de- 
clare the nature of his guilt. If they 
full obftinately refufed to give any 
anfwer, he muft throw himéelf upon 
the candour of the houfe, who well 
knew what kindof interpretation to 
give to fo extraordinary a treat- 
ment. 

Mr. Welbore Ellis now rofe, and 
declared, that he conceived every 
member had an undoubted right to 
rete for.a new fpeaker as he thought 

3 


proper t; that he had no defign either 
to infult or difgrace Sir. Fletcher 


Norton, of whom he had before — 


fj his fincere opinion; but he 

not think, after the alarming 
ftate of the late {peaker’s health the 
lak feffion, that it was either refpect- 
ful to him, or confiftent with the 


public good, to. put’ him. again in 


‘the chair. ‘The prefent fituation of 


ical affairs was fo univerfally 
important, that every toil connected 


. with. the office of a ‘fpeaker of the 


houfe of commons would probably 
be augmented ; and it was fit the 
burthen fhould be transferredto one, 


who being lefs advanced in age, and . 


poflefied of greater ftrength, would 
be thereby rendered more equal to 


: the fupport of it. 
Lord Mahon exprefied his fenfe of | 


the great talents and public virtues of 
Sir Fletcher Norton, and thought 
no other perion fhauld be placed in 
the chair. He confidered theinforma- 
tions which had been given, concern- 
ing the health of that gentleman, 
to be extremely ridiculous» when: 
proceeding from the miniftry, as 
they fhould certainly have been com- 
municated only by himfelf. He 
farther remarked, that the liberties 
aflumed by fecretaries of ftate to 
diétate to: the houfe ef commons, in 
a matter of fuch importance as the 
election of a {peaker, was fingular 
and unbecoming ; andthat he fhould 
the rather oppofe the motian, be- 
caufe it was made by a member of 
that adminiftration, wHofe baleful. 
meafures had loaded their country 
with difgrace and diftrefs, had a- 
bridged the inheritance of the Prince 
of Wales, and entailed ruin on the 
houfe of Hanover. 

Mr. Rigby, pay-mafier of the 
forces, rémar that this was the 
firft debate in which he had ever 


heard it afferted, that there was any 
thing, 
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thing of infult, difgrace, or con- 


tem 
Tpeaker; or that any gentleman was 
expeéted to ftate his reafons why he 


recommended, or why he voted for 
this or that particular candidate. 


He had always underftood that when » 


a new parliament was fummoned, 
every individual member had a right 
to give his vote as he pleafed fora 
tiew fpeaker; and he challenged the 
moft learned of the law to: prove, 
that it was any part of the confti- 
tutional law parliament, that 
when a member was once elected to 
the chair of the houfe, he was to 
fit there juftas long as. be pleafed, 
untefs fome charge of criminalit 
could be made out again him. He 
alfo expretied his difapprobation of 
the freedom that Sir Fle:cher Nor- 
ton had taken with the king, in the 
fpeech that he bad addrefied to him 
on the augmentation of his revenue ; 
and thought that the conduct of the 
late fpeaker had been liable to ob- 
jection, in his having neglected to 
maintain that regularity and order, 
which ought always to be obferved 
in the proceedings of that houfe. 
Several other gentlemen {poke in 
this debate, after which the houfe 
divided, when there appeared in 
fupport of the motion for appoint- 
ing Mr. Cornwall] {peaker 203, and 
againft it 124. 

The day following, the firft of 
November, his majeity tefiified his 
approbation of the new fpeaker, 
andthen addrefied both houfes in a 
fpeech from the throne; in which 
he informed them, that it was with 
more than ordinary fatisfaction he 
met them in parliament, at a time 
when the lateelections might afford 
him an opportunity of receiving the 


Moft certain information of the dif- 
pofition and withes of his people, to 
which he was always inclined to pay 





to any man, i appointing a. 





the utmoft attention and regard. Hie» 
majefty farther obferved, that by 
the force which the laft parliament 
had put into his hands, and by the. 
blefiing of divine Providence on the 
bravery of his fleets and armies, he 
had been able to withftand the for- 
mid ible attempts of his enemies, and 
to fruftrate the great ions 
they had formed; and he: trufted, 
thatthe fignal fucceties which had 
attended the progrefs of his. arms, in 
the provinces of Georgia and Caro- 
lina, would have important confe- 
quences in bringing the war to a) 
happy conclufion. It was his moft 
earneft defire to fee this great end 
accomplithed ; but he was confi- 
dent, that they would agree with 
him in opinion, that fafe and» ho 
nourable terms of peace could be 
fecured only by fuch powerful and 
refpectable preparations, as fhould 
convince their enemies, that they 
would not fubmit to receive the law 
from any powers whatfoever, and 
thatthey were united in a firm refolu- 
tion to decline no difficulty, or ha« 
zard, in the defence of their couns 
try, and for the Y mgeen of 
their effential interefts. His majefty 
farther declared, that he faw and 
felt, with great anxiety and concern, 
that the various fervices of the war 
muft, unavoidably, be attended with 
great and heavy expences; but he 
defired them to grant him fuch fup- 
plies only, as their own fecurity; 
and lafting welfare, and the exigen- 
cy of affairs fhould be found to re- 


uire. | 
NAD addrefs of thanks, containing, 
- ufual on thefe occafions, an echo 
the royal fpeech, was moved for 
by Mr. De Grey, one of the lords 
commithoners of trade and - 
tions, and feconded by Sir Richard 
Sutton, one of the lords of the trea- 


fury. Thefe gentlemen 
out 
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out the there was that all 
rae ete in the determi- 
nation to fupport with freth fpirit, 
and’ with increafed refources, the 
continuance of the war. The dif- 
trefles of the empire, it was faid, 


were arguments tor the profecution 
of ities againft thofe foes, who, 
jealous of the magnitude of its pow- 


er, and eager to deftroy it, might 
entertain the hope of conqueft, un- 
lefs, fuperior tocalamity, the great- 
nefs of its exertions fhould be re- 
doubled in proportion to the violence 
by which it was attacked. The un- 
natural combjnation of America 
with France, had given a new ap- 
pearance to the conteft between the 
mother country and the colonies. It 
was no longer a queftion of allegi- 
ance and independency between us 
and our colonies; but whether we 
fhould relinquith thofe invaluable 
ar in tavour of the houfe of 

urbon. High encomiums were 
alfo beftowed on the exploits of Earl 
Cornwallis, and other Britith officers, 
in North America; and thHefe fuc- 
cefles were mentioned as affording a 
juft ground for the moft fanguine 
expectations, that the iflue of the 
war would be fortunate to Great 
Britain, 

An amendment was moved by 
Mr. Thomas Grenviile, by which 
great part of the propofed addrefs 
was to have been omitted; fo that 
it would have contained little more 
than @ general declaration of the 
conviction of parliament, that the 
prefent arduous fituation of public 
affairs called upon them for the moft 
active and fpirited exertions ; and 
an atiurance of their determination 
to — —— of all the means 
within their er for the purpofe 
of stuleifieriog to the defence of 


this country, and of preferving its 
effential interefts in full Sactiticy and 
1 





BRITISH -AND 
vigour. He obferved, thatthough | 





he was ready tb concur in an 


feffions of loyalty and atta ent 


to his majefty, yet he fhould refufe 
his vote to thofe — claufes, 
by which the houfe feemed to pledge 
themfelves for the continuance of 
hoftilities againit America. At this 
alarming juncture, it became the 
wifdom of parliament, to guard a- 
gainft incautious promifes to the 
throne, that they would fupport the 
meafures of the miniltry ; meafures 
which, being calculated to protract 
a defperate, unnatural, and expen- 
five war, muft add to the calamities 
of the empire ; and, if permitted to 
prevail, accelerate and confirm its 
ruin. As to the fuccefles which 
had been lately obtainedin America, 
there was little reafon to expect that 
they were fufficient to induce the 
colonies to fubmit to this country. 
The advantages refulting from the 
conqueft of Charles-town, and’ the 
fubmiffion of the Carolinians, were 
neither durable nor impoftant : for, 
on the firft appearance of the troops 
commanded by general Gates, great 
numbers of the inhabitants deferted 
from the royal ftandard, and again 
inlifted under the banners of Ame- 
rica, This incident alone, amidit a 
multitude, all equally decifive of 
an inveterate antipathy to’ the go- 
vernment of Great Britain, ftood 
forward as the unqueftionable proof 


that our moft animated and enlarged: 


exertions could never effect the total 
fubjugation of the colonifts. Per- 
feverance in the attempt muft drive 
us to difgrace and ruin; whilft not 
only the houfe of Bourbon, but every 


power in Europe, would rife upon. 


the fall of a deferted empire. 


Mr. Fitzpatrick feconded the mo- 


tion for the amendment, and urged 
various reafons againft agreeing to 
the addrefs as it was firft propofed. 

But 
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But Mr. Pulteney defended the ad-' 


drefs in its original ftate; and re- 
marked, that as the attention of all 
Europe appeared fixed upon the con- 
duct of the prefent ieollaesenty and 
every power, whether neutral or 


belligerent, might reap advantages, 
or fufter detriment, from their pro- 
ceedings, it would be impolitic to 
addreis his majefty in a form of lan- 
gua 
pre 


e, which could hereafter be re- 
ented as implying a diftruft in 
our refources, and a pufillanimous 
alarm at the preparations of our ene- 
mies. Although the opinion of the 
majority within the houfe fhould 
prove averfe to. the continuance 
of hoftilities in America, it would 
be at once dangerous and impolitic 
to fuffer it to be known abroad, 
The fentiments of individuals out 
ef doors, whether real or pretended, 
were criminally difperfed amongtft 
the multitude, by daring pamph- 
lets, and licentious converiations. 
It ought to be regarded as high trea- 
fon to prefume to juftify, either in 
public writings, or by verbal affer- 
tions, that refiftance of the Ameri- 
cans, which the legiflature of Great 
Britain had deemed rebellion. With- 
in the walls of parliament, the ne- 
ceflary freedom of debate would 
countenance difcuffions concerning 
the propriety of the revolt of our 
colonifts. in fuch a place it might 
be fair to urge the juftice of their 
appeal toarms, But furely it muft 
be an offence againft the law to pro- 
pagate, either in printed publica 
tions, or at debating focieties, or in 
private companies, the doctrine that 
America was juftified in difobeying 
and raifing her hand againft’ the 
power of the parent ftate. If our 
codes had not denounced a punifh- 
ment on this fpecies of tranfgreffion, 
it, was full time effeétually to check 
its progrefs, and to enact a penal 


1k 


ftatute that might deforibe the na- 
ture of the guilt, and the exem 
lary retribution which ought to 
low it. He acknowledged, that he 
had himfelf at the beginning of the 
war with America thought it un- 
juft, and he had. contended that it 
was fo in that houfe; but thinking, 
as he then did, that the war was 
unjuft, he had never conceived that 
he fhould:be warranted in terming 
it fo without doors, after parliament 
had chofen to pronounce the war 
juft, and’to purfue it under that 
idea, Buta change of circumftan- 
ces had made a change in his fenti- 
ments.concerning it. We had now 
given up the taxation of America, 
which would have been injuftice, as 
they had no reprefentatives in par- 
liament; and the juftice of the Ame- 
rican war had been recognized, and 
confirmed repeatedly by parliament. 
In this ftate of things, he thought 
fuch fentiments fhould not be thrown 
out, as were calculated to reprefs the 
ardour of the people for the. ad- 
vancement of thei profperity and 
fplendour, and to introduce a mi- | 
ferable defpondency, ill fuited, in 
the worft of times, to the refour- 
ces of the flate, and, at the prefent 
period, unworthy of the Beer 
profpeét which appeared in thofe 
parts of the globe, where our mili- 
tary and naval operations had been 
fo fuccefsfully conducted. 

Thofe parts of Mr, Pulteney’s 
fpeech which recommended . fevere 
penal ftatutes againft thofe who 
fhould defend the refiftance of the, 
Americans, ‘or cenfure the war a- 
gainit them as unjuft, werethought, 
at leaft without doors, to contain 
very extraordinary fentiments for a 
Britifh fenator; and not the lefs, 
extraordinary, as coming. from a’ 
gentleman, who had formerly; in 
the moft explicit terms, anges 

the 

















war a3 unjutt. His 
the freedom of 


walls of parlia- 
and of banifhing it from the 


of m, was not likely 

| wrelthed by the people 
: and, indeed, the haule 
i than to make any 
rés fuch an invafion, 

of the liberties of the 
as muft have been compre- 
in fuch — flatutes as 
were recommended. 

Sir Horace Mann, in the courfe 
of this debate, declared himfelf of 
epinion, that declamations tending 
to give the world an idea, that our 
refources were exhaufted, and that 
we ourfelves were in a {tate of def- 

» ill became Englifhmen. 
res rape but leait of all in a 
moment of real difficulty and dan- 
ger, in a moment when the moft 
powerful confederacy that ever was 
formed, threatened us with deftruc- 
tion. To look with intrepidity on 
furrounding dangers, and, as the 
difficulties accumulated, to glow 
with a redoubled ardour, was the 
diftinguifhing characteriflic of our 
anceftors. Strangers to defpair, they 
— fourier. beheld with a col- 

irit every gathering cala- 
mity ; and rofe, amiatt seshichte 
of enemies, by fortitude and perfe- 
verance, to conqueft and to glory. 
the great example which 
ft us, and it was an ex- 
ought to be copicd at 

i ° _ American 
originate from the mi- 
latent {parks of it were 
we before became poffef- 

the adminiftration; and it 
» therefore, abfurd to be now 
ad time in accufations, and in 

t attempts to charge an r- 
ticular fet of meen as the phe hy 
the prefene difficulties, America 
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had in an hoftile manner allied her. 
felf to Franee, the actual foe of 
Great Britain, and Spain had joined 
in the confederacy. Each of the 
three powers who tormed the league, 
were to be: with equal jea- 
loufy, and to be oppofed with equat 
exertion ; America as well as: France 
and Spain ;- France and Spain ay 
well as America. A natural regard 
for the prefervation of whatever 
could be dear to us, required that 
we fhould make war on all; for, if 
the ft h of the contention fhould 
be turned away from the one, and 
directed folely againft the remaining 
two; thefe lait, invigorated by our 
impolitie indulgence to the former, 
might obftinately maintain their 
ground, protraét the termination of 
hoftilities, and leffen the advantages 
of peace.. The ‘proper inquiry, 
therefore, now was, how the ope- 
rations of the war could be beft'car- 
ried on by us, to anfwer the great 
end of breaking the union of the 
three powers, and rendering inef- 
fectual their attempts to deftroy our 
naval force, and to ruin our com- 
merce. He farther remarked, that 
powerful as the prefent confederacy 
undoubtedly was, he could not think 
it fo alarming and tremendous as 
fome gentlemen imagined it to be. 
All confederacies carried in them 
principles of difunion. The pre- 
fent confederacy was formed by 
powers, the moft unlikely to coal- 
efce with wre men § for any conti- 
nuance, that could poffibly jein to- 
gether, The colonifts, who were 
Proteftants, who had afferted that 
they drew the fword for the defence 
of their invaded freedom, formed 
an‘alliance With a nation in whofe 
dictionary it was impoffible to find 
the word; even with the French, a 
race of Roman Catholics, whom no 
perfon, endowed with common un- 
derftand- 
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derftanding, could really fuppofe to 
have plunged into the difficulties and 
the expence of war, for the purpofe 
of giving liberty and independcace 
to America. e concluded with 
jnculcating the neceffity of profe- 
cuting the war with redoubled vi- 
gour; of compenfating for the want 
of allies by firmnefs and unanimity ; 
and of acquiring, by the force of 
arms, thofe atnntiert which were 
the probable rewards of gallantry 
and perfeverance 

Mr. Thomas Townfhend lament. 
ed that there fhould appear fo fixed 
a determination to profecute the A- 
merican war, which he now con- 
fidered to be the favourite object of 
government. To that objecét all 
others were facrificed. ‘The admi- 
niftration had fent young regiments 
under unexperienced officers to the 
Weft Indies, to the great danger of 
our iflands there, whilft our veterans 
were employed in America. He 
wifhed that the amendment propofed 
to the addrefs might be agreed to, 
becaufe it would prevent the houfe 
from precipitately pledging them- 
felves to that ruinous meafure; and 
he hoped the houfe would not be 
drawn in, year after year, to fup- 
port the hopelefs and deftructive 
American war. It was true, that 
our anceftors had often delivered 
themfelves from imminent dangers 
by the energy and fpirit of their con- 
duct: but the Britith nation had, at 
no preceding period, been in a Gmi- 
lar fituation to the prefent. The 
wifdom of our anceftors “engaged 
them to form leagues, during a time 
of war, with thofe powers which 
were the moft diftinguifhed by their 
refpectability and importance. Hence 
arofea brilliant feries of fucceffes, 
that ultimately eftablithed a durable 
ind advantageous peace, But to 
fuch a peace we could never be led 


FOREIGN HISTORY. 





13 


by our frantic perfeveranee in the 
unnatural conteft with America, 
Mr. Fox obferved, that his ma- 
jefty’s fpeech from, the throne had 
not brought any tidings of confola- 
tion, “i organ werk 
loominefs of the » bY even 
fiftant views of an amendment in 
that reproachful plan of politics, 
fo ftubbornly adhered to by the fer- 
vants of the crown. It to 
be the height of ridicyle, and a pre- 
meditated infult on the feelings of 
the-people, when it was declared, 
in the peckh, that “ the late elec- 
*¢ tibns had afforded his majefty an 
‘¢ opportunity of receiving the moft 
“¢ certain information of their 
*s wifhes.” Did this extraordinary 
idea arife from the remembrance of 
the fudden diffolution of the laft 
parliament, the feafon at which it 
had been permitted to take place, 
and the unworthy artifices which 
had been employed 'to bias the con- 
ftituents in their choice of reprefen- 
tatives? He hoped the day might 
come when the houfe would tho- 
roughly invettigate this criminal 
procee ing, and drag forward to the 
public indignation the miniflers from 
whom it had originated. It was an 
aét committed by ftealth, that afto- 
nifhed and alarmed the multitude, 
although it made no great impref- 
fion upon him, who having turned 
his eyes, for a preceding length of 
time, to every operation of the offi- 
cers of the ftate, could fathom alt 
their views, and cafily foretel that 
a general election would ftart up, 
when neither the conftituents nor 
the candidates were fufficiently pre- 
red to fruftrate the infidious dé 
gns of government; when man 
voters were employed to gather in 
the harveft; when the encampments 





yet remained ; and when gentlemen 
ring commifiions in the militia, 


and 
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and abfent on the fervice, were re- 
moved toa diftance from thofe places, 
in the faithful reprefentation of 
which they had oppofed and cen- 
fured the ruinous and difgraceful 
management of public affairs. Thus, 
from an unwillingnefs to gratify the 
withes of the people, and from a 
total difregard to the maintenance 
of tranquility within the ifland, the 
minifters had even laboured to ren- 
der the rapid modes of diffolving 
one parliament, and of choofing an- 
other, hoftile to the privileges of 
the fubject, and to the fpirit of the 
conftitution. The officers of the 
crown, he farther remarked, were 
*mevable to public inquiry tor their 
prefumptuous and alarming viola- 
tion of the principles of the confti- 
tution, when they commanded the 
military, in every part of England, 
even in towns where the riots had 
either fubfided, or never broken 
forth, to act difcretionally, without 
waiting for the intervention of the 
civil magiftrate. This guilt, fo 
daring in its nature, was highly 
aggravated, by their adherence to 
the perpetration of it, until all the 
popular clections were concluded : 
for, previoully to that period, the 
orders were not withdrawn. 

It had been faid, that expreflions 
of defpondency at the prefent pe- 
riod were very unworthy of Eng- 
lithmen, whatever might be the 
dangers of the ftate: and he ad- 
mitted, that no pation could be 
more @dious and unnatural to the 
gallant temper of an Englifliman 
than defpair, But at the prefent 
moment of embarraflment and dif- 
trefs, when the brighteft jewel was 
torn from the royal diadem, when 
America was diflevered from the 
Britih empire, never to be re-un- 
ned; when a fpirit of revolt ap- 
peared waiting only for an oppor- 


-country now laboured. 
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tunity to blaze out, in thofe difguft- 
ed territories that yet remained; at 
fuch atime, to approach the throne 
with congratulatory addrefles, was 
not loyalty, but cruel mockery and 
infult. Was it detpair, to perfift 
in offering to the confideration of 
the houfe, fuch fentiments and ad- 
vice as the exigencies of the moment 
might obvioufly fuggett; to invetti- 
gate our real force by a comparifon 
with that which was exerted to op- 
pofe it; andto deliberate on the po- 
licy of profecuting thofe enter- 
prizes, from which little profpect of 
advantage appeared, and which 
might involve the ftate in mifery and 
deftruéction ? 

Yn the addrefs which was pro- 
pofed, Mr. Fox remarked, that the 
bleflings of his majetty’s reign were 
to be recognized; but in this he 
could not concur, as he was not ac- 
quainted with thofe bleffings. The 
prefent reign had been one continu- 
ed feries of difgrace, misfortune, and 
calamity. It had alfo been afked, 
whether honourable mention ought 
not to be made of the late fuccefles 
in America, and of the gallant ofh- 
cérs by whom they had been obtain- 
ed? To this he fhould anfwer, that 
he would not thank his own bro- 
ther, who was now ferving in Ame- 
rica, for any fuccefs he might ob- 
tain: as long as he lived, he never 
would join in a vote of thanks to any 
ofhcer, whofe laurels were gathered 
in the American war. His reafon 
was, that he hated and detefted the 
war: he regarded it as the fountain- 
head of all the mifchief, and of all 
the calamities, under which this 
Much had 
been faid of the efforts which had 
been made by this country during 
the courfe of the prefent war; and 
it was afferted, that we had aftonifh- 
ed all Europe by our exertions. 


This 
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This he fhould not controvert; but 
fhould only obferve, that the violent 
efforts of Great Britain refembled 
the ungovernable fury of a lunatic, 
who, aiming at impoffibilines, for 
the moment, exceeds in force the 
well-directed ftruggles of indivi- 
duals pofleffed of underftanding. 
The latter might perfevere and 
conquer. The former, enfeebled 
by exertions, becomes at length the 
victim of his own phrenzy. Mr. 
Fox farther added, that notwith- 
ftanding the advantages which had 
been gained in America, he was well 
convinced, that the minifterial prof- 

&s of fuccefs would ftill be clofed 
by merited delufion. He was, there- 
fore, entirely againft the addres as 
it originally ftood, and fhould vote 
for the amendment. 

Lord George Germain obferved, 
that notwithftanding the defponding 
ideas that had been thrown out, he 
faw no reafon for adopting melan- 
choly fefftiments. The laft cam- 
paign had not been unfuccefsful, In 
America we had gained confiderably. 
In the Weft Indies, what advanta- 
ges had France and Spain to boatt of, 
notwithftanding the great fuperiority 
of Mont, Guichen over Admiral 
Rodney ? The Britith admiral had 
now the command of thofe feas, and 
the important ifland of Jamaica, 
which, day after day, for the whole 
fummer together, we had been 
taught to believe loft, was perfectly 
fecure. Next year, he would ven. 
ture to affure the houfe, we fhould 
have a fleet fuperior, both in num- 
ber of fhips, and in point of equip- 
ment, to any we ever had, either in 
this, or the laft war. As to the 
American war, he had never enter- 
tained but one opinion of it ; and that 
was, that it was juft from the be- 
ginning ; that it was a neceflary war; 
a war which had becn unavoidably 
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begun, in fupport of the undoubted 
rights of Great Britain, and of the 
Britifh parliament; and a war which 
he had the greateft hopes might be 
brought, and that fpeedily, to a 
happy and honourable conclufion. 
He admitted, that the congreis 
would inftantly open a negociation 
with Great Britain, provided that 
the independency of America were 
acknowledged by the latter; but 
this was an idea that he fpurned at, 
as difhonourable and ruinous. Such 
circumftances ftill exifted as gave 
ground to imagine, that the colonies 
might be brought back to their al- 
legiance, and form again a peace- 
able and happy portion of the em- 
pire. The conviction that a majo- 
rity of the Americans were flill a:- 
tached to Great Britain, ftill anxious 
to return to their ancient connexion, 
fhould operate as an incentive to the 
maintenance of a war that can alone 
enable them to throw off the yoke 
of congrefs, and change the mileries 
of fervitude and civil confufion for 
treedom and tranquillity. 

Lord Mahon made fome general 
obfervations on the occurrences of 
the American war, and declared his 
refolution to withhold his vote from 
an adérefs, of which the language 
appeared to pledge the houfe for the 
fupport of minifters, whofe bancful 
politics had brought the country to 
the verge of ruin. He remarked, 
that the pleafing hopes of reconcili- 
ation between the colonies and the 
parent ftate were dafhed away, when 
the fervants of the crown treated 
with a contemptuous negleé the pe- 
tition prefented from Ameriea by 
Mr. Penn; and when a fimilar im- 
politic and wanton difregard was 
fhewn to the intelligence, that the 
committee of congrefs had refolved, 
to offer to fecure to Great Britain 
the payment of the whole national 

debr, 
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debr, in the {pace of one hundred 
yenns, provided that fhe would have 
selinguithed the coercive plans of 
the adminiftration. Several other 
members {poke in the debate; but, 
upon a divifion, the addrefs, as x 
was frit moved, was carried by a 
majority Of 203 tO 134- 

In the houfe of peers a fimilar ad- 
drefs to his majefty was moved for, 
but it did not give rife to much de- 
bate. ‘The great leaders of oppofi- 
tion in that houfe did not think pro- 
per to exert thenifelves on the pre- 
fent occalion. Bur the earl of Weft- 
moreland, who moved for the ad- 
drefs, made fome obfervations that 
were though: rather extraordinary. 
His lordthip, after fpeaking in high 
germs of the happinels ot un- 
der his majeity’s jutt and conftitu- 
tional government, remarked, that 
ene confpicuous proot and exam- 

le of the king’s regard to the con- 
Anution and liberties of his coun- 
try was, his conduct during the late 
riots. When private houfes were in 
flames, wien the prifons were open- 
ed, when force and outrage were 
exercifed againft both houfes of 
pirliament, when the bank was in 
danger, and the metropolis in the 
moft imminent hazard of being laid 
in afhes ; then the king interpofed 
the force, with which he had been 
mtrufted by the former parliament, 
for the falvation of the city of Lona- 
don, of the public liberties, and of 
the thare. Every king would not 
have obferved the fame condu€; 
forme would have feized the oppor- 
tungy of turning the arms of an en- 
raged populace ayainft the civil con- 
fiitution; and, uniting their arms 
with thofe of the milirarv, have 
trampled upon the rights of the fub- 
ee. Such was the late conduct of 


AN D 
a northern potentate, who had di. 
rected the fury of the people, and 
turned their power againtt the fenate, 
But this conduct had not been iml- 
tated by his majefty, who had acted 
like the father of his people. Thefe 
obfervations were not taken much 
notice of in the houfe of peers, tho? 
they met with fome animadverfion 
in the houfe of commons, from Mr, 
Fox: and it was thought nota little 
remarkable, without doors, that 
overturning the conftitution by the 
power of the crown fhould be confi- 
dered in parl‘ament as fo very prac 
ticable a meafuie ; andthat an Eng- 
lifh peer thould {peak of the king as 
having combate an obligation on 
the people, becaufe he had not en- 
flaved them. 

The marquis of Carmarthen made 
feveral objections to the addrefs ; 
and remarked, that it was in every 
body’s mouth, and the world be- 
lieved it to be true, that the coun- 
cils in the cabinet were fluctuating 
and various. There were different 
factions even among adminiftration 
themfelves. What one miniiter or 
counfellor was for, another was a- 
gainit; one counfel was adopted to- 
day, another to-morrow; one da 
the word was, Puth the war with vi- 
gour; the next, Let us try what 
we cando by negociation ; let us try 
what we can do in Europe, or in 
America. One plan of operation is 
fens to America this month, and 
the next, before that has been tried, 
another is fent totally different. He 
expected, therefore, no good from 
the prefent war, or from the con- 
ductors of it. The Eartof Abing- 
don alfo expreffed his total difappro- 
bation of the addrefs. But, upon 
adivifion, it was carried by a majoe 
rity of 68 to 23. 
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Proceedings of the Houfe of Peers relative to a Challenge fent by the Earl of 
Pomfret to the Duke of Grafton. Debates in the tioufe of Commons on 


the Bill for continuing the Sufpe 


nfior of the tabeas Corpus Aa, with re- 


et to Perfons accujed of tiigh Treason, either in America, or on the 


High Seas. 
of Nations 


the Navy Eftimates. Supplies granted to his Majef’y. 


Complaint exhibited by Lord Mahon of a Violation of the Law 
by the Englifb at the Dutch [fland of St. Martin. Debate on 


Motion for Naval 


Papers made in the Houfe of Peers by the Duke of Bolton. 


HE attention of the Houfe 

of Peers was fomewhat en- 
gaged, early in the preient feflion, 
by an affair of a rather fingular na- 
ture, which happened between the 
earl of Pomfret and the duke of 
Grafton. The butinefs was firtt 
opened in parliament, on the 3d of 
November, by the chancellor, who 


| obferved, that a rumour had been 


fpread of an infult having been 
offered, and a farther infult threat- 
ened, to one of their lordthips ; 
that the whole of the report was fo 
uniformly confiftent, that although 
it was impothible for the houfe to 
take up the matter in its prefent 
ftage, or for him to fuggett to their 
lordfhips what would be the pro- 
ceedings which might poflibly be 
neceflary, when the whole fact, 
and all its relative circumitances, 
were formally and correétly laid 
before the houfe, yet he had thought 
it peculiarly incumbent on him to 
rife, not to inform, but to remind 
their lordfhips, with all due refpedt, 
that it was their duty to take fome 
{tep in relation to thé rumour, 
which to their wifdom fhould feem 
moft likely to refecue the houte 
from fo foul an indignity, as it 
would unavoidably fuftain, if an 
infult were permitted to be offered 
to the perfon of any one peer. 
He added, that if any noble lords 
prefent were in poffeflion of the 
1781. 


facts, or of any letters relative 
thereto, 1t would be an act of du- 
ty on their parts, and of obliga- 
non to the houfe, to communicate 
the fame to their lordfhips. The 
earl ot Jerfey then rofe, and in- 
formed the houfe, that a corre- 
fpondence tending to the moft feri- 
Ous coniequences had taken place 
between two noble peers, which, 
unieis proper and immediate tteps 
vere taken bythat houfe, might be 
fatal to one or both of ‘the parties. 
He acquainted their lordfhips, that 
the noblemen meant were the duke 
ot Grafton, and the earl of Pom- 
fret; and he therefore moved, that 
thefe two noblemen fhould be fum- 
moned to attend in their places on 
fome future day. It was accord- 
ingly agreed, that fummonfes fhould 
be iflued to direct their attendance 
on the 6th of that month. 

On the day appointed, the two 
noblemen attended in their places, 
agreeably to order: when the chan- 
cellor obferved, that the houfe had 
been acquainted, that a correfpond- 
ence had taken place between a no- 
ble duke, and a noble earl, mem- 
bers of that houfe, which, from its 
complexion and tendency, was 
likely to be produétive of very fa- 
tal confequences. Upon this in- 
formation the order for their at- 
tendance had been made by the 
houfe, and as he perceived that in 
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compliance with the order both the 
lords were in their places, and as 
it was impoflible tor the houfe to 
proceed farther in the bufinets, 
without being informed of the cir- 
cumttances alluded to, it was ex- 
pected that the noble lords, or ei- 
ther of them, would itate to the 
houfe, as members, how far they 
were retpectively concerned. The 
duke ot Grafton then rofe, and 
itared a variety ot particulars to the 
houfe, from which it appeared, 
that lord Pomfret had been induc- 
ed, by total mifapprehention, and 
an agitation of fpirits ocealioned by 
uncatinefs of mind, to fend a chal- 
lenge to the duke, though his grace 
declared, that he had never had 
any difagreement whatever with the 
noble earl ; that he had always en- 
tertained a high refpect and et- 
tcem for his lordfhip; and that of 
courte what had happened feemed 
to him the more unaccountable. 
It appeared, that the earl had form- 
ed an imagination, that the duke had 


provided for and prote¢tedone Lang- 


ttaff, who had been lord Pomfret's 
game-keeper, and whom he had 
lately diteharged, and which his 
lordihip confidered as a very high 
affront. ‘The duke had affured the 
earl, that he was fo totaily unac- 
quainted with Langttuff, that til! 
he had received a challenge from 
his lordihip on his account, he had 
nevereven heard of his name, and 
that he neither directly nor indi- 
rectly had any hand in providing 
for Langitaff, who had, in confe- 
juence of fome other interett, been 
made alilant to the officer of ex- 
cife for the diltrict of Towcefter, 
It was manifeit, that, through the 
Whole tranfaction, the 
Gratton had conducted himtelf with 
great propriety, mederition, and 
temper ; but the earl {lill continue 
fufpicious and diflatisfied, and re- 


duke of 


peated his challenge, which was 
couched in terms of a very oppro. 
brious nature. Lord Fomfret’s 
letters were read, alter which his 
lordihip attempted a juftification of 
himfelt, in which he ftated his rea- 
fons for periiiting in his fufpicions 
concerning the duke : he reprefent- 
ed Langflaif as having vowed ven- 
geance againtt him on his being 
difmiffed trom his fervice ; that he 
had repeatedly injured him, and 
even tormed a fcheme to murder 
one of his lordfhip’s fons; that he 
was under perpetual apprehentions 
of fome dangerous attempts againft 
the lite of himfelf, his wife, and 
his children, from this man; and 
he appealed to the houfe whether 
he had not juit grounds for refent- 
ment. His lordihip {poke in a very 
pathetic manner, and feemed under 
much diitrefs of mind. After fome 
debate, he was committed to the 
Tower; and the houfe refolved, 
that the conduct of the duke of 
Grafton had been * pertectly con- 
** formable to the principles of a 
* man ot honour.’’ Lord Pomfret 
continued in the Tower till the r7th 
of the month, when his lordihip 
having petitioned the houfe, was 
brought to the bar, where he was 
reprimanded by the ipeaker; after 
which he atked pardon of the 
houle, expretied his conviction that 
the duke of Graiton had not been 
influenced by any detign to affront 
him, and declared upon his ho- 
nour, that he would not farther 
profecute any meafure of violence 
againtt his grace’s perfon, or againtt 
any other perfon, upon account of 
any fuipicions that he had enter- 
tained, or any thing that had pafl- 
ed upon this oceafion. 

In confequence of a motion made, 
in the Houfe of Commons, by Sis 
Philip Jennings Clerke, on the 6th 
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of November, that “* the commif- 
«* fioners appointed, by an act pati- 
«© ed in the lait feflion of parha- 
«“ ment, for examining, taking, and 
«+ {tating the public accounts, do 
“ forthwith report to the houfe 
“ what progrefs they have made 
«* therein ;” and which was carri- 
ed in the aflirmative, without a dif- 
fenting voice; feveral reports of 
the commiflioners were laid before 
the houfe ; from which it appeared, 
that thefe gentlemen had aiicharg- 
ed the truit repofed in them with 
great afliduity and ability, and that 
fome new regulations were indif- 
penfably neceilary in the feveral 
oithces of public accounts, 

On the i1cth of the fame month, 
Sir Grey Cooper moved, for leave 
to bring in a bill, that an act of 
the 17th of his prefent majetty, 
entitled, ** An act for impowering his 
majeily to fecure and confine per- 
fons guilty, or fufpected of high 
treafon, in the colonies, or on the 
high feas,” might be continued in 
force tor another year. He re- 
marked, that all the reafons which, 
during the preceding year, confpir- 
ed to juitity the fufpenfion of the 
Habeus Corpus Act, full fubiifted ; 
that the rebellion in the American 
colomies was not extinguifhed ; that 
they were confederated with the 
houlfe of Bourbon; that the com- 
munication between the American 
continent and the European powers 
ut enmity with England was ftill 
preferved, dnd frequently maintain- 
ed; and that, unlefs the two 
branches of the former act fhould 


be continued bevond the month of 


January following, to which the 
operations of their power ftood con- 
fined, no pritoner charged with 
hich treafon could thenceforward 
be detained; and nearly four hun- 
dred perfons, at prefent in clofe 
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cuftody, would unavoidably recover 
their treedom. Sir George Yonge 
obferved, that the point in queition 
was of too delicate a nature, and 
too likely to draw after it a train 


of ferious and alarming cont{e- 
quences, to juttity either the want 
of circumfpection, or the precipi- 
tancy of blind and dangerous de- 
terminations. Such was the nature 
of the act, that it enabled minitlers 
ot {tate to give orders, not merely 
for the apprehenfion of Americans 
fulpected to have committed the 
crime of treafon, but for the con- 
finement of any Britifl fubject, in- 
tercepted on the high feas, and 
deemed a proper victim to the vio- 
lence of private pique, or to the 
wantonncts of unrelenting power. 
It was, indeed, a criminal concef- 
fion to entruft any fet of men 
Whatever, with am authority ex- 
tenfive in its fource, repugnant to 
the principles of the con: itution, 
deftructive of the claims of ‘iuman 
nature, and hoftile, in the extreine, 
to all the deareil riphts of Enelifh- 
men, without the moft iniallible 
reliance on their potfeilion of that 
equity of mind, and that regard to 
the liberiy of the fubject, which 
would not fuller them to proititute 
fo high a truit to the purpofes of 
tyranny. In an inquiry concern- 
ing the fpivic and tendency of this 
great aiflumption of power, and the 
manner in which it fhould be exer- 
cifed, ifit were exercifed at all, the 
whole matter fhould be maturely ard 
thoroughly inyettigated : he, there- 
fore, expreffed his wifhes, that the 
honourable barpnet would, for the 
prefent, withdraw his motion, and 
referve it until a future day, when, 
proper notice having been given, 
a greater number of meibers 
might be prefent, to deliver their 
fentiments on the fubject. , 
Ba Mr. 
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Mr. Baker agreed in opinion with 
Sir George Yonge, and alfo re- 
marked, that the power, delegated 
tothe miniitry by this a@, of pro- 
ceeding, entirely unmolefted, and at 
their own will and pleafure, to di- 
rect that any perfon, whom they 
might chooie to fingle out as the 
devoted facritice to their. refent- 
ment and oppreffion, fhould be ap- 
prehended on fufpicion of treafon, 
though a very dangerous power, 
was {till lefs fo, and lefs alarming, 
than the authority which they en- 
joyed, of either deterring the trial 
of thefe imprifoned individuals to 
any ditlant day, or of preventing 
it from taking place. Four hun- 
dred objects of their defpotie vio- 
lence had languifhed, from the com- 
mencement of the war, without 
the flighteit hope of hberty, in all 
the horrors of confinement. On 
this occafion, the proceedings of 
the miniilers were fearcely recon- 
cileable with common fenfe. They 
complained, that if the houfe fhould 
not accede to the fufpention of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, nearly four 
hundred prifoners, accufed of high 
treafon, muit be fet free; and yet 
they did not Once attempt to bring 


theie prifoners to a trial. They 

had committed the unh Ippy men 
, . ‘ . 7 e 

as cnareca with an atrociou crime 5 

yet clailine thems, at the fame mo- 

ment, 1n the de criprion ot prifon- 

ers of war, they nevoctated for 


their exchange, by a cartel for an 
equal number of Britith fubje@s in 
the hands of the Americans. The 
fubjeét was intricate and importante, 
and theretore required the difeuttion 
ot a fuller houte, and fhould te 
poftponed till the members had 
Been fummoned to attend, 

Sir Grey Cooper replied, that 
there was no reafon to fuppofe, 
that the adminiftration availed them- 
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felves of the act to wreak their ven. 
geance againft any prifoners who 
tell under its conftruction. Th 
were incapable of wifhing to profti. 
tute the power which they derived 
from it to purpofes of oppreffion, 
Either the bill in queftion, or an. 
other, framed on principles of the 
fame nature, would annually be. 
come requifite, fo long as the war 
with the American colonies fhould 
be continued.  Previoufly to ity 
paffing for the firft time, every claufey) 
of it was deliberately examined ;/ 
and the late parliament had aflent.” 
ed, in three different feffions, to ity” 
revival. No intention had been)” 
conceived of eftablifhing it with a” 
criminal precipitancy; and, ist ity” 
future ftage, the houfe might can ~ 
vafs, as they thought proper, ity” 
propriety and its demerits, The7 
motion pafled ; and the gentleman © 
by whom it was made, together,” 
with the attorney and folicitor-ge 
neral, were direéted to prepare and © 
bring in the bill. a 
When the bill was read the © 
firft time, it was again oppofed by 
Mr. Baker, who obferved, that the 7 
danger ot invefting minifters with ae 
the power of perpetually confining a 
thofe victims of their oppreilion, 39 
whom they might think proper 1% 
fulpect ot high treafon, beyond they 
feas, Was too apparent from a veg 
riety of examples, Of the many 
perions detained in prifon, by thig 
act, not one had yet been brought 
to trial. An American, who hadj 
beeu made a prifoner, at a periods 
prior to the introduction of they 
bill, was fhamefully fecreted, andl 
hurried from one veffel to another) 
that his friends’ might not difcovet 
him, and thereby “be enabled t 
procure his liberty, by a Habeas} 
Corpus, before the bill, then u® 
der contemplation, fhould have beet 
patied 
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paffed for the fufpenfion of it. At 


lait he was not brought to trial, nor 
fet at liberty until he had languifh- 
ed, during fiftegn months, under 
the feverities of clofe imprifonment. 
Of the four hundred perfons de- 
tained in prifon, by virtue of this 
act, many had been taken in arms. 
Whence did it arife, that fuch 
captives were not contidered, as 
the fubjects of Great Britain under 
a fimilar predicament in America 
were regarded by the congrefs, as 
prifoners of war, and exchanged 
accordingly ? Or what motives 
could induce the government, to 
order them into cuftody on acharge 
ot high treafon, and yet evade 
bringing them to trial ? 

Sir Edward Aitley declared him- 
felf to be of fimilar fentiments ; 
and alfo added, that when he con- 
fidered to what ruinous and unex- 
pected lengths the frantic profecu- 
tion of hotltilities in America had 
hitherto been carried, and how di- 
itant the profpect of a reconcilia- 
tion as yet appeared, he judged it 
dangeroutly impolitic to introduce 
an act, that might either enforce 
the trial of the prifoners ot war, 
upon the charge of high treafon, 
or their detention in clofe confine- 
ment. Sir George Yonge remark- 
ed, that the continuance of the 
uct was needle{s, if a power exift- 
ed of exchanging under the name 
of prifoners of war, by a cartel, 
the perfons who might be defcrib- 
ed init as fufpected of having com- 
mitted the guilt of high treafon, 
beyond the feas. 

sir Grey Cooper replied, that 
there were a multitude of impedi- 

vents which arofe to occafion, and 
to jultify, the delay of the adminif- 
tration in bringing the prifoners to 
tal. ‘The various evidences in 
favour of the profecution, and of 
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the accufed, were at a dittance; 
and even if the difficulty of obtan- 
ing them could be eafily furmount- 
ed, humanity would fuggeft the 
abfolute neceflity of waiting until 
the ferment of the patlions, occali- 
oned by the ravages of war, fhould 
have fublided, and left the mind to 
enter upon cool and unprejudiced 
difcuffions. It was certain, that 
the act invefled the minitters with 
a diicretionary power, either to li- 
berate, or to detain in cuftody, the 
prifoners fufpected of having com- 
mitted high treafon, beyond the 
feas ; and the propriety of the mea- 
fure feemed groundel on the natu- 
ral expectation of a concurrence of 
incidents, which might render it 
at once equitable and politic, to 
vary the modes of treatment, with 
the varying predicaments in which 
the objects of it might occationally 
ftand. The neceflity of the act had 
been admitied, at.a former period ; 
and the motives, which then in- 
duced the houfe to pafs ir, mutt 
{till operate for its continuance ; 
without which the parties appre- 
hended would immediately obtain 
their treedom. The confederacy 
of the French, the Spaniards, and 
the revolted colonies, mutt gather 
itrength from the improvidence of 
Great Britain, unlefs the bill fhould 
be immediately renewed ; and num- 
bers of the Americans, difcharged 
from prifon, would haflen to the 
fcene of war, and lift their arms, 
a fecond ume, againft the mother 
country. © ‘The act had been {poken 
of as an innovation without a pre- 
cedent; yet it was really copied 
from the examples of former times. 
Similar a¢ts were pafied, upon the 
like occafions, in the reigns of king 
William the Third, of queen Anne, 
of king George the Firit, and king 
George the Secoad; and when the 
B 3 lait 
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Jatt fovereign fat upon the throne, 
a bill of this nature was kept in 
force for three fucceffive years. 
After this debate, little other op- 

fition was made to the bill, 
which pafled both houfes, and re- 
ceived the royal affent. 

On the 13th cof November, 
Mahon intormed the 
Commons, that a report prevailed, 
that the law of nations had been 
flacrantly violated by the Englifh 
at the Dutch ifiand of St. Martin, 
in the neighbourhood of St. Eu- 
ftatia. According to the accounts 
received, an Englifh man of war, 
fix frigates, and a cutter, had 
chated feven American veflels into 
the harbour of >t. Martin. The 
Britifh commander infifted that 
thele veflels fhould be immediate- 
ly delivered up; and the governor 
of St. Martin re plied, that they 
were under the protection of a 
neutral port; and that an attempt 
to {eize them would be 1o viol ent 
an outrage aygainft the liw of na- 
tions, as muft jufity retiftance, and 
compel him to vive orders for an 
attack upon any of the Englifh 
{) ips prefuming to molef the vefle!s 
ot the Americans, within the har- 
bour of the place where “ had 
the honour to prelide. Revardlefs 
of thele menaces, “ 
the ew 
the governor, the | ‘ngliih officer 
proteiled, in his turn, that if his 
demand were not inf: intly complied 
with, he would dettroy the ifland 
by fire and fword. 
whofe 


lord 


} ° 
anG unmoved DV 


i he governor, 
force was too feeble for a 
contention againit a power il op- 
poter, at len eth fubmitted to the 
cebarkation of a bod y of troops ; 
bur, previoutly t to the 


toc gree >» and 
wh ich 


feizure of 
ot the cargoes, 


has been depofited in the 
wWarcho ules ol the re pective pur- 
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chafers, he requefted from the Bre 
tith commander a written acknow- 
ledyment, whether this act of vio. 
lence iffued exclulively trom him- 
felf, or in confequence of the or- 
dare of a fuperior officer. The 
commander yielded to his defire ; 
and obferved, that the lengths to 
which he had proceeded, were con- 
formable to exprefs directions, from 
admiral Sir George Rodney, who 
had been authorized by the coug 
of Great Britain, to attack the 
Americans in all places, and upon 
all oceafions. ‘The fact he had 
ftated, his lordflup faid, was a grofs 


bafiale, to a neutral power, and au 


daring violation of the law of na-J 


tions. He whether this 


afked, 


country had not already enemies § 
Whether @ 
unit- 
arins of Great] 


enough to cope with ? 
America, France, and Spain 
ed, did nor give the : 


pe 
5 


Britain fufficient employment ? Inj 


the prejent inttance, 


midable combination of 
aguinft us. we had incenfed, 
a degree of frantic rafhnels, a neu: 


tral, if a a friendly power ; and) 
perhaps éffectuall ly, toy 
Dutch into determined © 


la icoiad a 
convert the 


foes. 


What argument could pofl- 7 


bly be advanced in vindication of Fy 
a conduét, which might exaiperate | 
who, in order 


the feveral courts, 
to preterve inviolate their fyifem 
of neutrality, had ftrengthened their 
alliance by “the equipment of conii- 


as if it had | 
‘een neceflarv to augment the tors @ 
enemies | 
with © 


re, 


%. 
a 


derable fleets, to refent unjuit de-§ 
predations, and for the purpofes of § 


mutual defence ? 

Lord George Germain, in an- 
fwer, faid, that no official accounts 
of this tranfaGiion had yet been 
received by government; but he 
had learnt fome of the particulars, 
from a private letter, written at 
one of the Weft India iflands, and 
conveyed 


by 
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conveyed to England by the way 
of Holland. A man of war, and 
fome frigates, belonging to the 
fquadron under Sir George Rod- 
ney, had defcried and given chace 
to feven veflels, which, crouding 


fail, took fhelter in the Dutch har- | 


bour of the ifland of Sr. Martin, 
where, appearing to triumph over 
their puriuers, they, in defiance of 
the Britith flag, hoifted the thirteen 
flripes, the colours of America. 
The Englith immediately prepared 
for the attack; and were on the 
point of entering the haven, when 
the governor informed them, in a 
meflage, that if they proceeded to 
the commiffion of holtilities, they 
fhould be refitted by the fire of the 
fort. The commanding officer re- 
plied, that he acted in obedience to 
the order of his admiral, Sir George 
Redney, and that if the Dutch pre- 
fumed to difcharge a fingle thor, he 
would reduce their town to athes. 
In confequence of this menace, he 
was fuffered to bear away, as prizes, 
the American veflels. It did not 
appear, that Sir George Rodney 
had been particularly direSted by 
the court of Great Britain, to pur- 
fue the line of conduct which he 
had obferved, refpecting the affair 
in gueftion. ‘The admiral might 
probably imagine, that the fhelter 
intended to have been granted, by 
force of arms, to veffels bearing 
rebel flags, was an infult to his fo- 
vereign and his country, and gene- 
rally irreconcileable with the law 
of nations, fo far as it regarded 
neutral powers... Whether fuch an 
idea really fuggefted to him the 
proceedings which followed, or whe- 
ther thefe laft were fri@ly juttifi- 
able, or open to, the cenfure of the 
houfe, muft be left to the decifion 
of a future day, when the memo- 
rial of complaints on this fubject, 
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which he underftood to be prepar- 
ing by the States of Holland, had 
been tranfmiited to the miniftry, 
and when a parliamentary inquiry 
might take place, if ir were thought 
neceflary. 

The fame d: ay the houfe refolved 
irfelf into a committee of fu; pply, 
when it was moved by lord Lif- 
burne, that ‘ ninety one thoufand 
“ feamen, including twenty thou- 
“ fand three hundred and feven- 
*¢ teen marines, fhould be the num- 
“ ber vored Sr the fervice of the 
‘© year 1781.” Sir Charles Bun- 
bury exprefled his fatisf:ction at 
hearing fo many feamen moved 
for: he thought the navy the na- 
tural defence of this country ; and 
reminded the houfe, that latt war 
we had 1°,ooo0 American failors 
on board our fleet, which was a 
number fuficient to man thirty-fix 
fhips of the line. This advantage 
we had loft, and it had turned the 
feale in favour of our enemies : 
the government, therefore, oughe 

be vigorous in their exertions, 
and as attentive as potlible to @wco- 
nomy, in their mode of manning, 
as well as of equipping and fitting 
out fhips. 

Admiral Keppel remarked, that 
it was an ettablifhed truth, that a 
durable and advantageous peace 
could only be obtained by the fu- 
periority of our marine; but it 
feemed equally true, that unlefs 
our fqu: idrons the ers’ proceed to 
meet the enemy much earlier than 
they quitted the Britith harbours, 
during the courfe of the laft year, 
our hopes of victory would flill be 
fruttlefs, and our officers and men 
lofe every opportunity of fignalizing, 
by great and fortunate exertions, 
their courage and their conduct, 
Mr. Thomas Townfhend contend- 
ed, that, prior te the grant of freth 
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fupplies, and to the impofition of 
fuch enormous buithens on the 
public, it was requilite, that the 
account of various expenditures 
fhould be fubmitted to the infpec- 
tion of parliament. The unnatural 
profecution of hojtilities againit the 
coloniits was at once ruinous and 
dilgraceful ; while even the boait- 
ed victories which had been gained 
over them, intlead of haitening the 
return of peace, ferved only to 
augment a thirft for war. But a 
reconciliation with America would 
diffule a general joy through every 
quarter of the empire; and, when 
that point fhould have been ob- 
ak no lover of his country 
could murmur at the accumulated 
fupplies, provided that they were 
employed in correcting the into- 
lence, and crufhing the power, of 
the French and +paniards, 

General Smith obierved, that 
the deiiruction of the country would 
prove inevitable, unlefs expedients 
were cevited to terminate the un- 
natural and frantic war againft Ame- 
rca, and to prevent the luvith grants 
of public money for the fupport ot 
wicked meafures. He adued, that 
a {pirit of diflenfien had uufortu- 
nately gone forth amongit the fleet, 
which threatened to overwhelm it 
jn ruin and difgrace: but the mi- 
piltry, as if this circumilance were 
not i ihciently alarm Ne, appeared 
to ict all the powcrs ot Europe at 
defiance; and, quarrelling with a 
friendly tlate, had countenanced a 
compulhon, by force of arms, in 
coniequence of which the Dutch 
reluctantly delivered up the Ameri- 
can veilels that had taken {helter 
in the neutral harbour of St. Mar- 
to, The violence of this conduct 
feemed an ungenerous return tothe 
{piriied protection afforded, on a 


laic occation, by the Dutch, to two 





AND 


Englith Eaft India-men. 


Thefe 
fhips, valued at four hundred thou. 
fand pounds, were chaied by fome 
French frigates into a bay adjoining 
to the Cape ot Good Hope. As 
no fort had been erected for its de- 


fence, the Dutch immediately 
brought down their cannon to the 
fea-lide, and difcovering a reiolu- 
tion to Oppole any attempt to com. 
mit hoftilities, as an infringement 
of the law of nations, efiectually 
preferved the Englith fhips, which 
fled for fhelter from an enemy too 
wertul to be refitted. 

Mr. Rigby acknowledged, with 
concern, that the American war 
had, in a general point of view, 
been marked by deep mistortunes, 
and unavailing enterprizes ;— that, 
in the butineis of his department, 
he had frequent and melancholy 
opportunities of difcovering, that 
the expences which attended it 
were enormous; and that he 
fincerely withed fome quick expe- 
dient might be devifed for brings 
ing itto a fuceefstul clofe. ‘Lhe 
commitioners employed, to treat 
for reconcillation with the colonies, 
had tailed in their attempts. In 
what manner, therefore, to fuacill- 
tate the accomplifhment of views 
fo laudable and important, was 
more than he could venture to 
fucgeit: but he would cheariully 
concur in all rational and proper 
propetitions which might hereat- 
ter be advanced tor that purpofe. 
Not that he had changed his fen- 
timents, fo far as related to the 
juitice of the war; but becaufe he 
telt that its duration, and its ex- 
pence, would plunge the king- 
dom into difirefs; and becaufe he 
coniidered it as an act of policy to 
imitate, on this occafion, the fre- 
quent prudence of men, who, hav- 
ing long been engaged in unavail- 


ing 





in 


fe! 








ing fuits at law, at length agree to 
fettlements and arbitrations, left 
they fhould fall a facrifice to an 
impetuous perfeverance in the con- 
teit. He had approved of the 
commencement ot the war, but the 
calamities which accompanied its 
courte had rendered him extremely 
anxious for its ceflation. At the 
fame time he fhould vore for the 
preient motion, becaufe the fuc- 
cefles ot Great Britain, during the 
continuance of hottilitics, would 
much depend upon the power of 
her navy; and none could be 
averfe to means that promifed to 
augment it, ifthey tincerely wifhed 
tor the return of peace. 

Several other gentlemen fpoke in 
the debate, buc the motion at 
length pailed, without a divifion, 
as did alfo another made by the 
jame nobleman, * that the ium 
** of four pounds per man_ per 
*¢ month, be granted for the fup- 
** port and maintenance of the 
‘¢ above ninety-one thoufand men, 
‘* including ordnance and ttores.” 

Mr. Adam complained of fome 
refolutions which had been made 
by the Weftininfter committee of 
aflociation, and that had been 
printed in the public papers, in 
which the committee declared, that 
they were fentible, that Mr. Fox’s 
** firm, conftant, and intrepid per- 
‘* formance ot his dury, would 
‘* probably render him, in common 
‘* with other diitinguifhed trends 
** of liberty, the object of fuch at- 
** tacks as he had already experi- 
* enced, and to which every un- 
66 principled partizan of power was 
invited by the certainty of re- 
** ward” they therefore exhorted 
the inhabitants of Wetimintter ** to 
** do their utmolt, by every legal 
** meature, to preferve to the great 
* body of citizens, by whom he 
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“ had been elected, and to his 
‘© country, the benefit of his fer- 
‘© vices, and the inviolable fecuri- 
** ty of his perfon.” Mr. Adam 
declared, that he confidered himfelf 
as alluded to in thefe refolutions, 
and that he was reprefented in 
them as a mercenary partizan of 
power, actuated by the worlt prin- 
ciples, He detended himfelf, threw 
out fome farcaims againit Mr. Fox, 
and fome fevere reflections againit 
the Weitminiter committee of aflo- 
ciation. This occalioned a warm 
altercation between Mr. Adam and 
Mr. Fitzpatrick: and it was re- 
marked by Sir James Lowther, that 
the former gentleman had more 
than once dilcovered an -unjutifi- 
able propentity to mifconftrue into 
particular afperfions on himfelf, 
languaze which was general in its 
linport ; it appeared therefore ne- 
ceflary to intorm him, that he 
tranigrefled againit the rules and 
orders of the houfe, when, with a 
groundlefs warmth, he entered into 
private altercations, and took the 
liberty to impede the progrefs of 
the public bufinels. ‘ihe affair 
was at length ended by the interpo- 
fition of the {peaker. 

‘Two days after, the houfe again 
refolved itfelf into a committee of 
fupply, when it was refolved, ** that 
‘¢ the fum of four fhillings in the 
*¢ pound, on all lands, and pen- 
‘¢ fions in England, and the town 
‘¢ of Berwick upon ‘Tweed, fhould 
*¢ be granted towards the fupply 
‘© of the year 1781, and that a 
*¢ proportioned fum, as flipulated 
‘¢ by the ninth article of the Uni- 
‘© on, fhould be levied in Scotland 
*¢ for the fame purpofe: and that 
«+ the duties on mair, cyder, mum, 
‘¢ and perry, fhould be continued 
‘* for one year,” 
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On the 16th of November, a 
motion was made in the Houfe of 
Peers by the duke of Bolton, * that 
** an humble addrefs be prefented 
“¢ to his majefty, that he will be 
** gracioufly pleafed to give direc- 
** tions, that there may be laid 
* before this houfe copies of the 
* orders and inftructions given to 
«¢ Captain John Moutray, of his 
** majefty’s thip Ramillies, in July 
“or Auguft laft, refpecting his 
** taking under his command a num- 
*¢ ber of merchant fhips bound to 
¢ the Eaft and Weft Indies, and 
*¢ other parts, fo far as relates to 
«+ Captain Moutray’s being direct- 
“ ed to go tothe ifland ot Madei- 
** ra, or refpecting his being par- 
« ticularly cautioned to ufe his ut- 
** moft endeavours to avoid failing 
** in fuch a tract, as might rifque 
** his falling in with the enemy’s 
** fleet :”? and alfo, ‘* a copy of 
** Captain Moutray’s letter to the 
** board of Admiralty, giving an 
** account of the capture of a 
** great part of the merchant fhips 
* under his care, on the oth of 
** Auguft laft.’”” In the fpeech by 
which his grace introduced this 
mouon, he remarked, that in the 
prefent critical and very unufual 
fituation of this country, when the 
landed intereft was opprefied be- 
yond all example, from the na- 
tion’s being engaged in a war of 
fo ruinous and expenfive a nature, 
and when an enormous addition 
was annually made to our public 
debt, it muft certainly be proper 
to compare what was performed 
in return for this waftetul profu- 
fion of treafure ; to oppofe the ad- 
vantages to the difadvantages ; and, 
by ftriking a balance, learn whe- 
ther the nation had been a lofer or 
againer. This, he believed, could 


not be fo well decided Upon in any 


other way, as by having reference 
to the events of the laft year; 
which, if it was not a difgraceful 
campaign, was certainly inactive 
and inglorious. There was no prof. 
pect of any fortunate iffue of the 
war, nor indeed of any iflue. The 
language of the times was, like the 
times themfelves, altogether new 
and extraordinary. In former wars, 
when this nation was ever fo hard 
preffed by her enemies, the fpeech- 
es from the throne, and the fpeeches 
of the minifters, held out to the 
people fomething of comfort, fome 
hopes of a better turn of fortune, 
At prefent, neither the fpeeches of 
his majefty, nor the fpeeches of 
his fervants, afforded any thing 
comfortable or {atisfactory with re- 
fpect to our future profpects. On 
the contrary, all was difmay ; and 
nothing was heard, from any quar- 
ter, buc the tremendoufnefs of the 
contederacy againft us, and the 
great power and mighty prepara- 
tions of the family alliance, the 
alliance of the Houfe of Bourbon. 
Of that alliance he had at different 
times heard very different language. 
‘Lhe late earl of Chatham, he re- 
membered, ufed to warn the houfe 
of that alliance. Others had faid, 
it was an alliance to be laughed at. 
Without giving any opinion upon 
this fubject, he begged leave to 
afk, what had the minifters td thew, 
or what argument could they urge 
to prove, that this country was now 
in a better ftate than it had been 
in the preceding year. He knew 
not where to turn his eyes in order 
to find that our fituation was im- 
proved. In America, we had lof 
Rhode Ifland, the only good win- 
ter harbour on that fide the Atlan- 
tic: we had alfo fent a gallant of- 
ficer to be hanged, and in return 
received a very bad man in ex- 
change, 
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change, in whofe fervices or fide- 
lity no reliance could be placed. 
As to the boafted victories of lord 
Cornwallis, he faw no great caufe 
for exultation on that account, 
though our officers had undoubt- 
edly behaved well. He was con- 
vinced, that the ftate of New 
York, and its vicinities, hemmed 
inon all fides, as the commander 
in chief was, more than counter- 
balanced any advantages obtained 
in the Carolinas, In the Weit In- 
dies, our fituation was much worie 
than it had been during the laf 
rear. In Europe, we had but one 
ally, and by our own mifmanage- 
ment had contrived to lofe that al- 
ly. ‘The ally, his grace faid, to 
which he alluded, was Portugal ; 
which we had loft as an ally, by 
moft unwarrantably prefuming to 
make the port of Lifvon, a neutral 
port, a ftation and a place for fit- 
ting out fhips; nay, a kind or na- 
val arfenal ; a matter unheard of 
before, and contrary to the law of 
nations. By fuch conduct it was, 
that we had now no ports in Eu- 
rope but thofe of Great Britain, 
and were confined to our own if- 
land. By fuch conduét it was, 
that. we had increafed the number 
of the neutral powers in confede- 
ragy, and thereby ttrengthened the 
hands of our enemies. The trade 
of Great Britain had likewife fuf- 
fered, in the courfe of the laf 
iummer, to a degree that had ne- 
ver happened at any preceding pe- 
riod. On the gth of Augutt no lefs 
than fifty-two thips were captured 
at once, and among them five Eatt 
India-men, and many richly laden 
for the Welt Indies. That fleet 
had, contrary to wifdom, contrary 
to every necefflary caution, been 
fuffered to touch at Madeira, when 
at was well known that the gom- 





HISTORY. 27 


bined fleets of the houfe of Bour- 
bon were ftationed at Cadiz, and 
waiting to make the beft of any 
opportunity that might offer of en- 
riching themfelves at our expence, 
It was this circumitance to which 
he particularly meant to call their 
lordfhips attention, when the ne- 
ceflary papers were laid betore the 
houfe ; as he intended to inftitute 
an inquiry, from whence it arole, 
that this fleet failed under fo flight 
a convoy, and who it was that di- 
rected the commodore to come in 
fo clofe with cape St. Vincent ; 
and why, ata period of fuch im- 
minent danger, that fleet failed in 
the tract for Madeira; or, if it 
was indifpenfably necetiary that the 
fleet fhould touch at Madeira, why 
it was not convoyed, by the weft- 
ern fquadron, acrofs all the lati- 
tudes till it pafled cape St. Vincent. 
He had been induced to inflitute 
this inquiry, that their lordthips 
and the nation might know who 
it was, who ought to itand refpon- 
fible to the parliament and people, 
for the lofs of one of the molt vi- 
luable outward-bound trade fleets, 
that had ever failed from the har- 
bours of England. 

‘The earl of Sandwich then rofe, 
and faid, in reply, that fo tar was 
he from having the finalleft objec- 
tion to the preient motion, that he 
begged leive to fecond it. He 
thought the houfe, and the public, 
were entitled to have the fulleft fa- 
tistaction, refpecting the lofs of fo 
very tmportant and valuable a fleet, 
as that to which the noble duke had 
alluded ; and therefore, in order to 
throw the greater light upon that 
affair, he would, with the leave ef 
the houfe, move an addition to his 
grace’s motion, and call for a pa- 
per, which, in his opinion, would 
aiiit materially in ss their 

lord{hips, 
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lordthips, that it had not been 





H AND 
“* before the houfe.” His lordthip 


‘ing to any neglect of his, that alfo made feveral obfervations, in 
fo fatal an olden had happened. order to fhew, that the board of 
Accordingly his lordihip moved, admiralty had not been in any res 
that *¢ an extract from the letter fpect culpable in this tranfaction, 


«* of admiral Geary, of the 2d ot 
«¢ Auguit, 1780, fo far as related 


In this he was anfwered by the 
duke of Bolton; but the farther 


«* to his falling in with the Ramil- difcuffion of this bufinefs was de. 
«* lies, and her convoy, bound to ferred ull after the Chriiimas 
« the Weit Indies, might be laid recefs. 


a - CHA 


P. Il. 


Debate on a Motion for a Vote of Thants to the late Speaker of the Hoxfe 
of Commons, WVebate on a Motion for an Account to be laid before the 
Houle of the Number of Forces under the Command of Sir Henry Clinton, 


Troops voted for the Service of the 


current Year. Uebate on @a otion 


for aVote of Thanks to Sir Henry Clinton and Earl Cornwallis. Other 


Parliamentary J ranfadions. Reccfie 


SHOUGH a new fpeaker of pofition for conferring on him a 
‘| the Houfe of Commons had_ vote of thanks. It was alfo faid, 
been appointed, at the beginning that there were many new members 
ot the feflion, in the manner that in that houfe, who could not be 


has already been related, it was adequate judges of the propriety of © 


thought by many that it would be the prefent motion; becaufe not 
maniteft injuftice in the houfe, not having been prefent in the laft par- 
to give fome teitimony of the fenfe liament, they could not be perfon- 
they retained of the great merit, ally acquainted with the merits of 


and the important fervices, of the 
late fpeaker. Accordingly on the 


the late fpeaker. Several gentle- 
men alfo exprefled their diffatisfac- 


2oth of November, a motion was tion at the liberty which he had 


made by Mr. Thomas Townfhend, 
¢* thatthe thanksot that houfe fhould 
*© be given to the right honour- 
** able Sir Fletcher Norton, knight, 
** late fpeaker of that houfe, for 
$* his conduct while he filled the 
* chair of the houfe during the 
* two laft parliaments.” Burt this 
motion did not pafs without fome 
debate: and it was urged by thoie 
who oppoted it, that the majority 
ot that houte h wing already voted 
for the remo il ot Sir Fietcher 
Norton trom the chair, they would 
tor teit all claim ‘oO contiiteney ot 
conduct, it, after having taken fuch 


aitep, they fhould aflent to a pro- 





taken with the king, when the par- 
lament had granted an augmenta- 
tion of the royal revenue. But it 
was urged in fupport of the mo- 
tion, that all the public meafures, 
wherein Sir Fletcher Norton had 
acted a diftinguifhed part, were re- 
corded in the journals of the houfe, 
and were not lefs inveftigated and 
applauded by the people at large, 
than by their reprefentatives within 
the fenate. As to his addrefs to 
the throne, to which objections had 
been made, though it might have 
given offence to thofe who were 
difpoted to pay a mean and fervile 
court to the fovereign, it was cer- 
tainly 
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tainly an illuftrious proof of the 
late {peaker’s attachment to the fer- 
vice of the people, of his intrepid 
zeal for the prefervation of their 
rights, and of his anxiety to main- 
tain the true dignity and import- 
ance of the commons of Great 
Britain. In his general conduct, 
he had fupported, duting the {pace 
of eleven years, the weight of an 
exalted and important office with 
firmnefs, with talents, and with 
honour; and was therefore juftly 
entitled to the thanks of parlia- 
ment. The queftion was at length 
put, and the houfe divided, when 
there appeared for the motion 136, 
and againit it 96. 

At the beginning of the feffion, 
it was a remarkable circumttance, 
that no members were returned tor 
the town of Coventry ; the fheriffs 
only reporting to the houfe a {tate 
of taéts, in which they reprefent- 
ed, that in confequence of hired 
and defperate mobs, they had been 
prevented from proceeding to any 
regular election. A new writ was 
afterwards iflued, and at the time 
of election new fheriffs were in of- 
fice, who returned two gentlemen 
as duly elected. Petitions were af- 
terwards prefented by the two un- 
fucceistul candidates, colonel Hol- 
royd, and Mr. Yeo, complaining 
ot an undue election. The affair 
was canvatied by a committee, who 
committed the late iheriffs to New- 
gate, and declared Mr. Holroyd 
and Mr. Yeo duly elected. The 
tranfa¢tions refpecting this bufinefs 
were very varioufly related ; and an 
act was afterwards paffed for the 
regulation of elections at Coven- 
try. 

On the 24th of November, a 
motion was made by Mr. Minchin, 
and feconded by Sir George Sa- 
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vile, ** that an humble addrefs be 
** prefented to his majefty, that he 
* would be graciouily pleafed to 
** give direétions that there fhould 
** be laid before that houfe an ac- 
“© count of the number of forces 
*¢ under the command of lieute- 
** nant-general Sir Henry Clinton 
‘¢ in North America; and alfo the 
*¢ diftribution of the fame, accord- 
“« ing to the laft returns made up 
‘¢ and tranfmitted by him to the 
‘¢ office of Lord George Germain.” 
The motion was oppofed by Mr. 
Jenkinfon, fecretary at war, who 
obferved, that it could not be con- 
ceived that the houfe would fub- 
mit to the publication, not only in 
the face of enemies, but in the 
face of all the world, of the num- 
ber of forces ferving in America, 
and of their actual dittribution. 
The houfe had, on former occa- 
fions, refufed their affent to mo- 
tions lefs comprehenfive than that 
before them, and extending only 
to the producing of papers relative 
to the mere ftate of the army in 
America. ‘They wifely forefaw, 
that if the contents of fuch pa- 
pers were permitted to tranfpire, 
the nation might fuffer detriment 
from the publication of circum- 
ftances, of which the powers at 
war might, perhaps too fatally, 
avail themfelvew 

The gentleman who made the 
motion exprefled his aitonifhment, 
that the fecretary at war fhould 
countenance the ridiculous and 
hackneyed idea, that laying a ftate 
of militagsy forces open to the in- 
fpection and fubfequent debates of 
the Houte of Commons, was fur- 
nifhing the enemy with intelligence. 
Whenever fuch reafons were affign- 
ed, in order to fet afide motions 
fimilar to that which he had now 
made, 
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made, he blufhed for thofe by 


whom they were advanced, On 
the prefent occafion, they were to- 
tally inapplicable. To imagine that 
oe Americans and the French had 
‘difcovered the fecret of the 
re and diftribution of the 
troops under the command of Sir 
Henry Clinton, was in tact to argue, 
that the officers and foldiers ferving 
with the latter, could not be either 
feen or heard of by the former. 
Were the Englifh camps on the 
other fide of the Aulantic, totally 
different from the camps in other 
uarters of the world ? Did no 
pies, no friends to the enemy, 
contrive to get and to remain with- 
in their Limits ? Who could be fo 
credulous ag to imagine, that ci- 
ther general Waflington, or mon- 
fieur Rochambeau, or monfieur de 
Ternay, were not poilefled of the 
intelligence which it was the ob- 
ject of the motion to bring before 
the houfe ? Was it decent, « or jutti- 
fiable, to keep the great body of 
the people, who were reprefeated 
within thofe walls, ignorant of 
points which were notorious to all 
Kurope ? On them the burden of 
expences relative to the mainte- 
nance of the army had fallen with 
unprecedented weight, and yet they 
were denied the trifli ing benetit of 
official information. “After fome 
farther debate, the motion was car- 
ried ; but an amendment was pic- 
vioully agreed to, by which the 
tlaufe relative to the diftribution 
ot the troops was omitted, 

The fame day a motion was 
made by Mr. Jenkinfon, ** that 
«* thirty-nine thouland men fhould 
be employed in the fervice of 
** Great Britain, for the year 
+ 478:.” This motion was car- 
nied, after foine debate ; but in the 
difcuffion of the army eflimates, it 


was obferved by Mr. Townfhend, 
that the extravagance of the army 
charges was boundlefs and unpre- 
cedented. To account for them in 
any reafonable manner, muft per- 
piex the ingenuity even of the per- 
fons from whom they had origin- 
ated. In the eftimates laid before 
the houfe, feveral regiments were 
{tated as having a tull comple- 
ment, and confiiting of eight or 
nine hundred men cach, though he 
had himfelf been an eye-witnets, at 
the encampment during the courfe 
of the preceding fummer, that, on 
a review day, only about three 
hundred, or, at molt, three hun- 
dred and fifty men, could be muf- 
tered, with the ineffectual view of 
making up their given number. 
Other regiments, if they deferved 
the name, limited to officers, and 
having no men, were fet down in 
the eilimate as complete ; but the 
plain fact, in confirmation of which 
the moft indifputable authorities 
fieod forward, and for which the 
minifters ought flrictly to anfwer in 
the face of parliament, was, that 
the money granted for rating thete 
regiments had never been applied 
to fuch purpoies ; but was fet apart 
tor the maintenance of a corrupt 
influence, and not for the military 
fervice of the kingdom ; for the 
fupport of venal peniioners, but 
not for the national detence. 

On the 27th, a motion was made 
by Mr. Daniel Parker Coke, that 
** the thanks of that houfe fhould 
“be given to general Sir Henry 
¢ Clinton, knight of the Bath, for 
** the important fervices rendered 
by him and the troops under his 
* command, in the reduétion ot 
6 Charles-town ; and that the 


““ 


** thanks of that houfe fhould alfo 
“« be given to earl Cornwallis, for 
the fignal and meritorious fer- 
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‘¢ vices he had done to his coun- 
“try, by the moft glorious victory 
“ obtained by him over the Ame- 
“ rican rebels at Camden.” He 
obferved, that he had before given 
notice of his defign to make a mo- 
tion for the thanks of the houfe to 
earl Cornwallis, for the important 
fervices he had rendered to his 
country. But at the time when he 
gave that intimation, he did not 
recollect the propricty of *giving 
thanks at the fame time to Sir 
Henry Clinton, for the fignal fer- 
vices ‘performed by him to this na- 
tion. He now withed to compre- 
hend him in the vote of thanks that 
he moved, and which he hoped 
would pafs unanimoutly. Gentle- 
men on every fide of the houfe 
bore teftimony to the excellent con- 
duct and to the gallantry of earl 
Cornwallis; nor would it be de- 
nied, he prefumed, that the fame 
a ralities were pofletied in an emi- 
nent degree by Sir Henry Clinton, 
it would have a bad effect to vote 
the thanks of the houfe to one of 
thofe gentlemen, and not to the 
other. ‘The thanks of the houfe 
were deferved by both; but while 
gentlemen allowed the ‘great quali- 
fies and virtues of thofe ofhcers, 
there were fome who difapproved 
the eaule in which they were ex- 
erted. For bis own part, he had 
een one ot thofe who lamented 
the commencement of the Ameri- 
can war, and difapproved of many 
ut the meafures adopted in its pro- 
‘ecunon., But the origin of the 
prefent war fhould te kept entirely 

eut of view in the prefent queftion. 
America was now the ally of 
France, the confederate of the houfe 
at Bourbon. He did not fay, that 
the war againit America was not 
big with many calamities to Great 
Britain ; he apprehended, that af it 
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would not be the ruin of this country, 
it would at leaft extremely impo- 
verifh it; but ftill he faw no me- 
dium between unconditional fub- 
miffion to the enemy, and the moft 
{pirited exertions. He had not, 
in the motion that he offered to 
the houfe, faid any thing concern- 
ing the juftice or policy of the 
American war, hoping thereby to 
gain that unanimity, without which 
a motion of thanks, though carri- 
ed, loft much of its value. He 
added, that if he could harbour the 
leatt fufpicion, that his motion, if 
perfevered in, would meet with a 
violent refiftance, he fhould inftant- 
ly beg leave to withdraw it; as he 
could not reft fatisfied with any ac- 
quifition fhort of that at which he 
aimed ; the payment of a juft and 
neceflary tribute to military virtue, 
the enterprizes of which were 
crowred with victory. 

Lord Lewifham feconded the 
motion, and obferved, that how- 
ever remote the period might be, 
when a virtuous and fuccefsful co- 
incidence of opinions would ani- 
mate the invefligations ot a whole 
Britifh Houfe “of Commons, he 
flattered himfelf that the prefent 
motion mutt give occafion to at 
leait a temporary blefling of this 
kind; and that no difference of 
fentiment would prevail in an af- 
fembly, whofe too frequent depart- 
ure from unanimous refolutions had 
overfet thofe great advantages, 
which might have fwelled the fails 
of the agitated veflel of the itate, 
and wafted it in fafety over that 
fea of difficulties, where, during 
fuch a length of time, it had been 
dangeroutly tofled. One fource of 
confolation was {till remaining, and 
it became evidert from the ideas 
which were thrown: out, in the 
courle of former debates, that eve- 
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member within the walls of mee 
Sonat felt the ftrongeft conviction 
of the neceflity ot humbling the ar- 

, and of diminifhing the 
er of the houfe of Bourbon. 

o this end would each advantage 
acquired in America naturally con- 
duce ; and therefore, upon that ac- 
count alone, exclufively of a multi- 
tude of others, Sir Henry Clinton, 
and earl Cornwallis, whofe gallant 
and well direéted enterprizes had 
been accompanied by brilliant vic- 
tories, were undoubtedly entitled 
to public marks of approbation from 
the reprefentatives of a people, ac- 
cuftomed to look with pleafure on 
the rewards of military conduct and 
determined courage. 

Mr. Thomas Townfhend then 
rofe, and lamented that the ho- 
nourable gentleman by whom the 
motion was made, and who was 
fo anxious for the prevalence of 
unanimity on the occafion, had not 
fo worded his motion, as to jecure 
it againft all cavils and exceptions. 
There were fome particular terms, 
that were probably inadvertently 
thrown in, but which were liable 
to give rife to warmth and alier- 
cation, and were too obvious 
to require that they fhould be 
exprefsly poited out:  thefe 
even the honourable gentleman, 
who had ufed them, might, upon 
fecond thoughts, be defirous to es- 
punge. Lord North appeared to 
concur in opinion with Mr. Townf- 
hend; and allowed that it would 
be better if the motion were {fo 
worded, as not to give the leatt 
oflence to any party. He hoped, 
therefore, that the gentleman by 
whom the motion was made would 
admit of an amendment, and con- 
fent that the words ‘* import- 
“sant,” and “ over the re- 
*s bels,” fhould be omitted: and 
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this amendment was accordingly 
agreed to. 

Mr. Wilkes declared, that he 
thought it his duty to oppofe the 
motion, as originally intended, re. 
{petting only lord Cornwallis, and 
all the tubfequent amendments; be- 
caute, in his idea, every part of itcon. 


veyed an approbation of the Amer}. 


can war; a war unfounded in pria- 


to this country. He had condemn. 


ed it, he faid, at the beginning, =~ 
pro- ass 
grefs in every flage, both in and) © 
The eminent — 


and had regularly oppofed its 


out of parliament. 
and very important fervices to his 
majefty and this country, menti- 
oved in the motion, hé entirely 
difapproved, and confequently fhould 
withhold his thanks and gratitude, 
where he did not think them want. 
ed, in a war of glaring injuftice and 
wretched policy. He did not mean, 
ho faid, to derogate from the heroic 
courage, and fuperior military vir 
tues, of lord Cornwallis. He ad- 
mired the {plendour and brilliancy 


of thofe qualities, which dazzled 


in his countryman as they did in 
Julius Cafar; and he equally la 
mented that they were called forth 
to action in the fame bad and mif- 
chicvous caufe, the attempt to over: 
turn the libertics of his country. 


The Roman too poffefled, as had | 


been faid of lord Cornwallis, nice | 
and delicate {entiments of honour 7 
and virtue; and was certainly an _ 


accomplithed genticman, perhaps — 5 
the moft accomplithed of any in 7 


But he | 


the hiftory of mankind. 
carried on a wicked war againft the 
conititution of the free country in 
which he was born, and which 
theretore he. was under the ftrong- 
eft obligation to fupport. 
fame light, Mr. Wilkes proceeded 
to pbferve, he confidered the wat 


carrying 9 
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ciple, and fatal in its confequences — 
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carrying on in North America; and 
but incapable admi- 
ni ration, h id tueceededan the plan 
of dragooning the coloniiis into un- 

he believed 


iherties of E nel ind would 


it an arbitrary, 


conditional fubmithon, 
that the 
not long have fi arvived thofe of 
Americ:.. He could vot but regard 
itas on inconfiitency in the character 
ot lord Cornwallis, that when he 
had, in the debate in the houle of 
the declarat cnc 4 act, itrenu- 
ouily denied any right we had to tax 
the Americans, ¥ while th y yntinu- 
ed unreprefented in the Britith fe- 
nate, he thould folicit a command 
againtt the Americans at the firit 
break ng out of the war, and after- 
wards endeavour by fire and fword to 
enforce a taxation of the colonies. 
As a peer, his lordflup had fupport- 
ed American freedom, and voted 
arainft an ignominious badge otf 
bondage on the colonitts; as an ofh- 
cer, the fame lord folicited a com- 
mand in America, to entorce that 
injuitice of which he complained, 
and was active to rivet the chains of 
flavery on the free-born inhabitants 
ot the new world, and the defcend- 
ants of Englifhmen. Infuch a caule, 
he would not vive thanks to genius 
and courage united, but ill directed, 
productive of no good, but of infi- 
hite mifchiet. He could not but 
confider it a fubject of regret, 
when great military talents were thus 
feen to triumph over the fuperior 
civil virtues of the citizen, and when 
mere lawle!s force and violence re- 
ceived the aid of valour and diftin- 
cuthed ability, in order to overturn 
a tabric of freedom and juttice, ce- 
taented by the beft blood of our an- 
celtors. A good man would indig- 
nantly turn “his eyes from laurels 
and palms of victory {tained with the 
blood of deferving fellow-fubjects, 


facrificed to fordid views, to the luft 
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of power, tothe rage of a tyrannical 
adminifiration. Mr. Wilkes added, 
that he would not give thanks for 
victories, which only tended to pro- 
tract a deftructive war. Peace with 
America could only fave this finking 
ftate, and give us permanent prof- 
perity. There was more matter of 
grict than of triumph, of bewailing 
than th: inkfgiving, | in this civil con- 
teft, and in the deluge of blood 
which had overflowed America. 
ae thanks from that houfe on 

he prefent occafion would only wi- 
ped the breach, and demonittrate 
how far we were behind other na- 
tions in the knowledge of true po- 
licy. The witeft and moit polithed 
nations of antiquity drew a dark and 
thick veil over the horror of civil 
commotions and bloodfhed. ‘The 
Romans granted no triumphs forthe 
vitories of their generals in civil 
wars. They wifhed not to record 
and perpetuate, but to conceal and 
confign to oblivion, the memory of 
Romans f: illing by the fwords of Ro- 
mans. As to the vifories of lord 
Cornwallis, their luftre was obfeured 
and darke nal by the want of a good 

caufe; without which, in the eye 
of truth and reafon, no war could 
be juftified. In every view, there- 
fore, he was entirely again{t the pre- 
fent motion. 

Lord North endeavoured to de- 
fend the character of lord Cornwallis 
from the charge of inconfiltency- 
He had, indeed, protefted againtt 
carrying on coercive meafures againit 
America, as long as he conceived the 
Americans injured by fuch meafures, 
But as foon as Great Britain gave up 
the point of taxation, and made 
other liberal concetlions, it was con- 
fiftent in lord Cornwallis to draw 
his fword againft thofe whom juftice, 
and more than juftice, would not 
fatisfy, and who had leagued them- 
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felves with the inveterate enemies of 
theircountry. Even the late earl of 
Chatham would have been moved 
with the greatett indignation at the 
idea of giving up the dependency of 
America on this country, though he 
was not a friend to American taxa- 
tion. His lordfhip farther obferved, 
that earl Cornwallis was not a fol- 
dier of fortune, or under any temp- 
tation to feck in war the advance- 
ment of his intereft. He had left the 
comforts of a liberal fortune to rifk 
his life, and undergo many toils in 
war, to ferve his country, and per- 
haps from a view to perfonal repu- 
tation; but a reputation well de- 
ferved, being founded on fervices of 
the createft importance to his coun- 
try. Several other gentlemen fpoke 
in the debate, and the motion was 
at length carried, without a divi- 
fion, and with an amendment pro- 
pofed by lord Beauchamp, that the 
thanks of the houfe fhould alfo be 
given to admiral Arbuthnot. 

On the 8th, upon the report of 
the refolutions of the army eftimates, 
a motion was made by Mr. Hufley, 
that the faid ettimates fhould be re- 
committed, and deterred till atter 
the holidays. He afligned as one 
reafon for his motion, that he dif- 
approved of the mode of recruiting 
the army, by reducing the old re- 
riments, and railing new levies ; 
~ he faid, that what weighed 
much more with him was, the enor- 
mous amount of the armv eflimates. 
He alfo thought that the navy was 
neglected, and that our naval force 
ought to be confiderably augmented. 
Several other gentlemen concurred 
with him in opinion: and Mr. 
Thomas Townthend exprefled him- 
felf with warmth on the inhumanity 
ot fending out new raw regiments to 
the Wett India itlands. He declared, 
that he had it trom good authority, 
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that no lefs than 740 foldiers died z 
St. Lucia in a very few months, 
But inftead of attending to the de 


creafe of our refources of men, the” 
miniftry were wantonly watting the ~ 
ftrength of the country, and fending ~ 


its army to rot in unwholefome cli. 


i 
rs 


mates, and to find early graves in 
the Weft Indies. The houfe divided 


upon Mr. Hufley’s motion, when 
there appeared 37 for it, and 103 
againtt it. 

The following day, the houfe hav. 
ing refolved itfelf into a committee 
of fupply, the eftimates of the ex. 
pence of the ordnance for the year 
1781 were laid before the houfe ; 
and the fupplies moved for on thi 
account were agreed to without much 
debate. On the 30th, Colonel Barre 
moved, that accounts of the army 
in North America and the Weft In. 
dies, in November, 1779, accord: 
ing to the returns for that year from 
Sir Henry Clinton, fhould be laid 
betore the houfe. ‘This motion wa 
agreed to, as were alfo two othe 
made by the fame gentleman ; one, 
that *¢ accounts fhould be laid before 
the houfe of all the troops embarked 
tor America, according to the em- 
barkation returns, from 1777 w 
1780 inclufive ;” and the other, 
** that accounts of all the men raifed 
and employed in the land fervice 
Great Britain and Ireland, including 
twenty thoufand marines, in the years 
1777, 1778, 1770, and 1780, the 
fencibles or militia of Scotland not 
being included, fhould be laid be- 
fore the houfe.” 

On the 4th of December the fup: 
plies required for the navy eftimate 
were agreed to by the houfe ; an 
thefe viving rife to a fhort debate, 


fome reflexions were thrown out it 
the courfe of it againft the admin 7) 
ftration, on account of their having 
appointed fir Hugh Pallifer to be” 


governa |§ 
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vernor of Greenwich Hofpital. 
‘That gentleman being prefent took 
occafion from hence to attempt a 
vindication of his conduct; and 
fome altercation enfued between him 
and admiral Keppel. The next 
day, a motion was mate by Mr. 


CHA 
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Sawbridge, and agreed to, that a 
copy of the minutes of the trial and 
fentence of the court-martial held 
for the trial of vice-admiral fir Hugh 
Pallifer fhould be laid before the 
houfe. The day following, the houfe 
adjourned tothe 2 3dof Jan. 1781. 


P. IV. 


Unfuccefiful attempt of the French ta make themfelves mafters of the ifle 
of Ferfey. Capture of the iflands of St. Euftatius, St. Martin, Saba, and 
other Dutch fettlements. Rigorous treatment of the inhabitants of St. Eufta- 


L1US. 


Memorials and remonftrances occafioned by that tranfacion. 


The 


United Provinces ill prepared for war at the commencement of hoftilities. 


Diffatisfaction in Holland on account of the Duke of Brunfwick. 


Memorial 


prefented to the States-General by Mr. ‘ohn Adams, in order to procure an 


alliance between Holland and the American cong refi. 


Orders, i(Jued by the 


court of Great Britain, re/petling the freedom of navigation in the Baltic. 


N the year 1779, an unfuccefs- 
ful attempt was made by the 
French to render themfelves matters 
of the illand of Jerfey. Their want 
of fuccefs on that occafion did not, 
however, prevent their making an- 
other attempt at the commencement 
of the year 1781. On the 6th of 
January, upwards of eight hundred 
French troops, commanded by the 
baron de Rullecourt, landed at the 
Bank du Violet, in that ifland, In 
their attempt to land, more than 
200 men were loft, in confequence 
of one privateer, and four tranfport 
veflels, being wrecked upon the 
rocks. But the militia guard of the 
iiland were fo deficient in vigilance, 
and fo totally neglectful of their 
duty, that the French effected their 
landing with the utmoft privacy. To 
the aftonifhment of the inhabitants, 
the market-place of St. Helier, the 
principal town of the ifland, was 
filled with French troops, foon after 
the day began to dawn, without a 
fingle gun having been fired, or the 
leatt alarm being given from any 
quarter. Major Motes Corbett, the 


licutenant-governor, was in bed,when 
his fervant firft acquainted him with 
the arrival of the French troops. 
When he had dreffed himfelf, he 
found his houfe furrounded, and on 
his appearing was taken prifoner. 
He had. however, previoutly found 
means to fend fome information of 
the {tate of things to the 78th, 83d, 
and gsth regiments, which were tta- 
tioned in different parts of the ifland. 
After the lieutenant-governor was 
taken prifoner, he was carried to 
the French general, who immedi- 
ately propofed to him to fign articles 
of capitulation ; threatening in cafe 
he refufed, to fet fire to the town, 
and put the inhabitants to the fword; 
and at the fame time, ‘in order to 
prevail on him to comply, falfely 
affuring him, that he had landed 
above five thoufand men on the 
ifland. The lieutenant-governor re- 
prefented, that, being a prifoner, he 
was in confequence deprived of 
all authority, and that therefore his 
figning any terms of capitulation, or 
pretending to give any orders, could 
anfwer no purpofe, The French 
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general, however, perfifted in his 
requifition ; and the licutenant-go- 
vernor, influenced by his menaces 
re{pecting the town and its inhabit- 
ants, and paying too much regard to 
his reprefentations, was at ‘length 
prevailed with to fign the articles, 
and to fend orders to fome othcers 
under his command to comply with 
the capitulay ton. He att rwards de- 
clared, in his own juftification, that 
he had not the leaft expectation that 
his orders would be obeyed ; that 
he wasconvinced, that his imprifon- 
ment utterly abrogated his com- 
mand, even if he had been dilpoted 
voluntarily to exercife it; and much 
more, when the command exercifed, 
wus the impofition of foreign force ; 
and he therefore confidered that his 
acquiefcence, while it protected the 
town, owl not poiibly furrender 
the ifland, if thofe on whom its pro- 
tection devolved, found themfelves 
votletfed of the means to protect it. 
When the French general fum- 
moned Elizabeth caitle to furrender, 
captain Aylward, who commanded 
there, not only peremptorily refufed, 
but fire d upon the F rench, and com- 
pelicd them to retire. In the mean 
time, the Briufh troops, under the 
command of major Pierfon, who 
was next in feniority to the licute- 
nt-governor, together with the 
militia ofthe ifland, aflembled upon 
the heights near the town. The 
French general fent to them a requi- 
fition, that th ey thould contorm to 
the capitulation ; but received for 
anfwer, ** That if the French did 
not lay down their arms, and fur- 
render themfelves prifo nersin twenty 
minute 3, the ‘v would be attacke d.’ 
Accordingly, major Pie fon, having 
made a very judicious G lifpofit lon ot 
the Brith troops, they atracked er 
ene my Ww ith; gre ‘att ig OU iz and impe tui 
lity. Da ring the heat of the actio: 










the French general compelled major 
Corbett, the lieutenant-governor, to 
ftand clofe by him, faying, that he 
fhould fhare his tate. But the French 
ge neral was mortally wounded ; and, 
in lefs than half an hour trom the 
commencement of the action, the 
French officer next in command de- 
fired Inajor Corbett to refume the 
government, and to accept their 
fubmiifion as prifoners of war. Such 
was the end of this attempt upon the 
ille of Jerfey : but it unfortunately 
happened that major Pierfon, who 
was a very able otcer, and had be- 
haved with great gallantry, was 
killed in the moment of victory, 
The conduct of the heutenant-co- 
vernor was afterwards cenfured by 
a court-martial, and he was fuper- 
feded in his oftice. 

The beginning of this year was 
alfo rendered remarkable by the un- 
expected attack of the Dutch ifland 
of St. Euflatius, and its dependen- 
cies, by admiral Rodney and general 
Vaug han. On the 3d of February 
thefe commanders, with a confider- 
able fleet, and a large body of land 
forces, appeared betore St. Eutta- 
tius, and fent a fummons to the go- 
vernor, demanding the furrender 
of the ifland of St. Buf: atius, and its 
dependencies, and giving him one 
hour to con! Gdet of it. This unex- 
pected attack threw the Inhabitants 
inte the utmoft confternation. T hey 
hed fo little apprehenfion of any 


thine of this kind, that they could 
fearcely give credit to lieutenant 


Cockburne, who was fent with the 
fummons to the governor. A Dutch 
man otf war, commanded bv count 


Byland, and belonging to the de- 
wiry ot the adm 1! ty ot Am- 
iterdam, had arrived there juit be- 


tore > pe trom the reprefent: itions 
of the officers of this fhip, t 
bitants of Se. Euttatius had been led 
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tobelieve, that there was no danger 
ot hoflilities W ith Eng land, The 
ijland was incapable of any reliftance 
to the torce eas was brought againit 
it; and it was therefore furrender- 
ed at diferetion, by the governor, 


De Graaf. who recommended the 
tova  ditsinhabitantsto the mercy 
o vc Briain commanders. But 
though they made no retiilance, and 


furrcndered at diferetion, ag expe- 
rienced no lenity, but - treaied 
with 1 dey ee ol rl; ei Ve Ty anu fual 
among civihzed n: tions in fuch eafes. 
The pierext afligned tor this conduct 
was, that the inhabitants of St. Eu- 
ftatius had afforded confiderable af- 
fiiiance to the Americans, and to the 
enemies of Great Britain. All the 
property foun ! upon the ifland, pi ub- 
lic und private, was declared to be 
nfitea'cd. The inhabitants were 
coupelled to deliver up their cafh, 
and all their effects. Their ware- 
houtes were locked up, and accefs 
was denied to the proprictors ; fo 
that they were not even permitted 
an opp: tun ity of afcertaining the 
amount » 
aa a future claim to their 
property by labels, or by inventories. 
‘The merchants books were alto feiz- 
ed, and even their letters and private 
papers. All the Jews upon the ifland 
were informed that they would be 
tr in{ported from it, and only one day 
was viven them for preparation. At 
the time app Hunted, they all appear- 
ed, to the number of one hundred 
and one, and atter all their money 
had been taken from them, to the 
amount of cight thoufand pounds, 
thirty of them were embarked on 
board the Sh: ewfbury, and carried 
to St. Chriftopher’s, without being 
informed whither they were going, 
or without being perm, itted to take 
with them their. wives or children. 
The red, atter being ftripped of 


f their commodities, or of 
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were fuffered to re- 


their property, 


turn to their families, and continue 


on the ifland. A proclam: ition was 
alfoiffued by the Britith commanders, 
ordering all the Americans, without 
diftinction, to depart the ifland : fi- 
milar order were iffued refpecting 
the French inhabitants, the Dutch 
inhabitants who had been citizens of 
Amiterdam, and ali forcigners of 
every kind, excepting the fettled 3 ine 
habitants of the ifland. The “a 
perty of the inhabjtants was fol 
auction, the fales commencing bn 
the isth of March ; and notice was 
given in the Carribbean gazette, 
that all perfons who would come to 
the ifland in order to purchafe, 
fhould have whatever they bought 
properly fecured to them. The 
goods purchafed at thefe fales were 
fuppofed to be fold at about one 
fourth of their value; and were 
permitted to be fhipped off in Enghith 
or neutral bottoms, for the pur pote 
of conveying shem to any of the 
Englith or neutral iflands, 

"bhe treatment of the inhabitants 
of St. Euftatius, and the feizure of 
their private property, were highly 
difhonourable to the Britifh name 
and character; und of a totally dif- 
ferent hind from that be *haviour and 
conduct to our enemies, by which 
the Englith had been diflinguifhed in 
thofe more brilliant periods, when 
they were equally characterifed by 
gallantry and by humanity. Indeed, 
the tranfactions at St. Eustatius were 
condemned in England, by men of 
difcernment and philanthropy, and 
thofe who had a jutt regard to the 
national character, from the very 
moment that the accent of them 
arrived : though, to many of a dif- 
ferent difpofition, this triumph over 
the Dutch was confidered as a mate 
ter of great joy and exultation. But 
the more this matter was canvafled, 
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the more odious it appeared ; and 
no generous mind could receive any 
pleafure from fuch a method of 
treating a defencelefs enemy. All 
reflecting men beheld it with con- 
cern, as a precedent of a very dan- 

erous nature, and as calculated to 
increafe thofe calamities and horrors 
of war, which the mildpefs of mo- 
dern manners had greatly contyi- 
buted to alleviare. \ 

It was boaited by one of the Bri- 
tifh commanders, in his letter to 
government, that, in confequence 
of the conquett of St. Euftatius, they 
took poffeffion of property to the 
amount ‘of at leaft three millions 
of money.” Befides the ifland, they 
took a Dutch man of war of 60 gunss 
a large frigate, and upwards of 200 
trading veiicls. ‘The man of war 
had failed from St. Euftatius, having 
an admiral on board, and with a con- 
voy, before the arrival of Rodne 
and Vaughan at that ifland ; but it 
was overtaken, and attacked, and 
the Dutch admiral killd in an en- 
gagement with the Monarch, after 
which the whole convoy furrender. 
ed. Befices the ifland of Sr. Eufta- 
tius, the iflands of St. Martin and 
Saba alfo furrendered at difcretion, 
no terms whatfoever being granted 
them. Admiral Rodney and general 
Vaughan likewife added to their 
former conquefts the French ifland 
of st. Bartholomew, and the Dutch 
colonies of Demerary and Iffequibo 
upon the Spanith main ; but to thefe 
they thought proper to afford better 
treatment than had been experienced 
by St. Euftauus, leaving the inha- 
bitants in potlefion of their private 
property. A number of Dutch mer- 
chant-flips in the river Demera 
were alfo taken poffeffion of by two 
floops of his Britannic majefty. The 
Durch fettlement of Berbicia, a few 
leagues diftant from Demerary, toye- 


ther with feveral veffels, was alfo ta. 
ken by two private floops of war. But 
a confiderable number of the veflels 
captured at St. Euftatius, being af. 
terwards fent home, under convoy of 
the Vengeance and Prince Edward 
men of war, and two frigates, fell 
in with a French fquadron, confit 
ing of fix fhips of the line and two 


frigates, under the command of | ~ 


Monf, de la Mothe Piquet, to the 
weftward of Scilly. Moft of the 
merchant fhips were captured by the 
French ; but the king’s fhips, on 
board one of which was the greateft 
part of the fpecie taken at St. Eutfta- 
tius, efcaped, 

‘The merchants of the Britith 
ifland of St. Chriftopher, who had 
confiderable property at St. Eufia- 
tius, and who were alarmed at the 
treatment of the inhabitants of that 
ifland, and at the indifcriminate con- 
fifcation of private property, tranf- 
mitted to admiral Rodney and gene- 
ral Vaughan, by the hands of John 
Glanville, efq; his majefty’s foli- 
citor-general for St. Chriftopher’s, 
a memorial and remonftrance againft 
the conduct of thofe commanders. 
They reprefented, that their pro- 
perty, fairly bought, under the fanc- 
tion of a¢ts of parliament, with their 
own money, had been forcibly taken 
trom them, without their being al- 
lowed to mark or number the pack- 
ages, and without knowing in what 
fhips they were tobe loaded. They 


obferved, that if, by the fate of — 


war, the Britifh Weit India iflands 
fhould fall into the hands of an en- 
raged enemy, the condu@ of the 
Britifh commanders at St. Euftatius 
would be a pretext for them to ree 
taliate, and to confifcate private 
property ; which might deprive 
them ot the means of paying their 


caufe of numerous bankruptcies 


creditors in England, and be the ke 


there. © 
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there. They farther reprefented, 
that the conquerors of all civilized 
nations had avoided the invation of 
private property ; being led, from 
motives both ot humanity and ‘po- 
licy, to preferve the preperty of in- 
dividuals. They took notice of the 
late generous behaviour of the French 
court in the cafe of Grenada; by 
which a fpirit was manifetted totally 
different trom that which had occa- 
fioned the late treatment of the inha- 
bitants of St. Euttatius. Grenada 
being taken by ftorm, without capi- 
tulation, was at the mercy of the 
conquerors. The count D’Ettaing 
did not, however, feize the property 
of individuals ; though he iffued 
ediéts to preventthe payment of debts 
due in Great Britain, and difplaced 
agents of abfentees, by appointing 
truftees to receive the produce of 
the eflates. But even thefe meatures 
caufed an univer{al clamour among 
the enlightened part of the French 
nation, who carried remonftrances 
to the throne of an abfolute mo- 
narch, and count D’ Ettaing’s con- 
du& was feverely reprobated, his 
edicts refcinded, and the inhabitants 
m upon the fame footing with 
‘rench fubje¢ts in that itland. They 
alfo intimated to the admiral, that 
it he declined doing them juttice, re- 
{pecting their property in St. Eutta- 
tius, they fhould be compelled to 
have recourfe to the courts of law 
in England. 

This memorial produced no effect. 
The admiralintormed Mr. Glanville, 
that ** he had not leifure to perufe 
the memorial,” which he had deli- 
vered to him; and added, in a ftyle 
fomewhat haughty, “that the ifland 
of St. Euftatius was Dutch, every 
thing in it was Dutch, every thing 
was under the proteétion of the 
Dutch flag, and that as Dutch it 
fhould be treated.” But it having 
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been intimated by fir George Rod- 
ney, as a reafon for confifcating 
even British property at St. Eutia- 
tius, that the kiny’s enemies were 
fupplied from that itland, Mr. Glan- 
ville very properly replied, that ‘it 
feemed to be one of the firit princi- 
ples of a great commercial nation, 
to know no limits to its trade, bitt 
what are impofed by the laws, Un- 
der this principle, and with the laws 
for their guide, britith merchants 
had acted. ‘hey faw, that the laws 
of their country did not torbid the 
trade to St. Kufiatius. ‘They faw, 
that the oificers of his majeily’s cuf- 
toms cleared out veflels from the 
principal ports of Great Britain and 
Ireland for St. Euftatius. They 
faw too, and were encouraged in 
their opinion, not of the legality 
only, but even of the propriety ot 
this trade, by the conduct ot his 
majeity’s naval officers in thofe feas. 
For if the king’s enemies were fup- 
plied, by the trade of his fubjects 
through St. Euftatius, they were 
likewite fupplied through the fame 
channe!, by the fale of prizes cap- 
tured by his majefty’s fhips of war.” 

‘The Wett India planters and mer- 
chants of London likewife prefented 
a petition to the king on this fubject, 
in Which they itated, that the feizure 
of private property at St. Euftatius 
was contrary to the practice of all 
civilized nations; that the Dutch 
itlands, particularly St. Euftatius, 
were juftly confidered as free ports, 
open to all the world, where the 
fubjects of all ftates in amity with 
Hoiland were equally welcome ; 
where the goods imported by the 
hand of commerce were at open 
market, ready to be fold to the bett 
bidder, without favour and affec- 
tion, without ny partial or political 
attachment or predilection to any of 
the powers at war, without regard 
D 4 te 
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to any other object than that of mer- 
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thought proper to give the prefer. 


J cantile profit, which was the {pring ence to the former; but the pre i 
if r and foul of all commerce ; that the cipitation with wh ich the i nulih 
4, 2 trade with the Dutch iflands, before had engaged in actual hott L theg 
‘ & the commencement of hott lies, was againit Hoiland, and their condyQ 

1 49 firictly legal, and expi efsly autho- art St. Fuftatius, had no tend: ney ta 

4 rized by an act pafled in the latt fef- promote an object to detirable as that 
fion of parliament; that a an ot peace. 











able part of the property found 1 
the Dutch ilk inds belong red to tn 
ot his ma} ed y's m oft tait! ful and 


The Dutch nation were very ill 
prepared for war, at the time when 
hoitilities took place between them 


direétion 


er Carer 


loyal fubjects ; and that the confif- and Great Britain. ‘Their navy had 
cation of the private pi yperty even been fo much neglected, that it : 
ot the enemy mutt necetlan ily tend would neceff: irily require : aconth ef d 
to increafe the calam) ics of War, by able cme betore they would be hle i 
1 we exciting defperate reifita by ex- to equip a formidable fleet. This ; 
) ae afperating thetoes of Fn: landagoinft fate of things cauted much diflatis: 7 f 
ee the ge ig inhabitants of thele faction to be expretied in Holand 3 
Wick ilands, who might hy reattcr be againft thofe who were inveiled with : 
: ae obliged to ful mit to ther arms, the government of that COUIMTY. ; 
thi and by citablifhing a predatory fy- The conduct of Duke Lewis of : 
a item, d-tiructive and ruinous in its Brunfwick Woltenbuttle, field-mar- ij 
4 confequencestoindividuals,andotno = fhal of Holland, was parucularly : 
f 4 folid benefit toany ot theflatesatwar. cenfured. He had been appointed, 3 
, BE After the commencement of hof- in 1759, repreientative of the prince ‘ 
tilities between Great Britain and ftadtholder, as captain general, dur- 3 
Holland, the latter endeavoured to ing the tinte ne thould be underage : : 
| intere!t the other powers of Europe and it was iaid, that his influence 
m her t.vour, and to make it ap- over the tladtholder was the firft 
pear, that the a hi d been prin- caufe of the weaknefs of the ftate, 
cipally induced to attack Holland, and of that flownets and indolence 
trom indignation at ene having ac- ten were fo confpicuous in the 
ceded to the treaty of armed neu- management of the affairs of the 
tralitv. ‘This was yond repre- spubiic. Infinuations were even 
fented in a memorial preie ted on thrown out, that he had an excef- 
the 28th of February, 1781, by the five and illicit attachment to the 
baron Van Lynden, envo y extraor- En Tith court, and that he had beep 
cinary from the States-eencral of bribed by that court. The regency 
, the Untred Provinces to the court of of Amiterd: im tran{mitted a memos 
’ Stockholm, to count Ulrich Schief- rial to the tladtholder, in which they 
fer, miniter and fecretary of ftate reprefented to him, that the averfion : 
to the kine of Sweden. . he States- and hatred ot the Dutch nation ‘ 4 
le general ; publihed, on the roth againftthe perfon and adminitiration 77 4 
of March, an anfwer to the moni- of the duke of Bruntwiek, had rifen 7 4 
tefto of the court of Great Britain. to fuch an height, that the moft dif a 
reg he SOEs ot Ruilia nd Swede n agreeable and troublefome con{e- aa 
3 having both made offers of a media- quences might jufily he apprehe nd- y 
‘ a) tion between Great Britain and the ed: and they therefore folicited, — 7 
+ United Provinces, the Britifh court that he migh it be removed from the © 
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direction . public affairs, and from 


the perfor and court ot the itadt- 
holder. fs was, however, after- 
wards thought pr udent by the States- 
gen rl, au com equence of the re- 
jnonitiances of the duke of Brunf- 
1 ry " fume reiolutions in 
wjpdication of the character ot that 


privet and placards wer pubithed, 
pro. biting all patqu nades, latirical 
pronts, 01 libels ot any kind againit 
the dike of Bruntwick, and de- 


No. ai g penaties ugainit - the 
auliors or printers of fuch libels. 
But it ° nas probable, that thefe 


meafures produced any general con- 
viction ot the duke’s innocence, or 
reftored him to the public confi- 
denc e 

In April, 1781, a memorial was 
srefented to the States-general by 
Mr. John ‘dams, agent tor ahe 
American congrefs at the Hague, 
declaring the firm refolution of the 
feveral United States of America to 
maintain their independency at all 
hazards ; pointing out the advan- 
tages which would accrue both to 
Holland and America from a mu- 
tual alliance; and therefore requir- 
ing them to acknowledge the inde- 
pendence of the United States of 
America, and to enter into equitable 
treaties with them, and fuch as 
fould be beneficial to both countries. 

About this ume the king of Pruffia 
acceded to the armed neutrality, 
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which was become fo formidable, as 
to oblige the court of London, foon 
after, to make a conceilion refpedct- 
ing the navigation of the Baltic, not 
quite confiitent with that high tone 
which had lately been affumed. A 
declaration was made by the king of 
Denmark, ** That the Baltic being, 
from its peculiar and local fituation, 
an inclofed fea, in which the fhips 
all nations might, and ought to 
navigate in peace, and enjoy all the 
advantages of a public tr: nquility, 
his majetty could not permir, that 
any flips of war or privateers of the 
belligerent powers, ihould enter the 
faid fea, with a view to commit hof- 
tilities againtt the fubjects of any 
ftate whatfoever.” It was added, that 
the two other vorthern courts had 
adopted, and would fupport the 
fanie fyilem. And on the arft of 
April, orders and inftruétions were 
publithed in the London Gazette, 
by which his Britannic majefty 
ftridtly charged and enjoined the 
commanders of all fhips of war, and 
the commanders of all {hips and vef- 
fels having letters of marque and 
reprifal, not to flop or detain any 


flips or veflels in the Baltic, for the 
purpofe of making prize of the fame, 
but that they fhould fuffer all fuch 
fhips or vefiels as they fhould meet 
in thofe feas, to proceed on their re- 
{pective voyages without interrup- 
tion. 
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American Affairs. Di 
the Penfylvania line. 


Difcontent of fome of the American troops, and revolt of | 
IneffeHtual attempts of fir Henry Clinton to induce © 


them tozoin the royal fandard. Refolution of a committee of the congrefi +e 


relative to the treatment of American prifoners. 


Defeat of the Bri. 


tifh troops under lieutenant-colonel Tarleton by the Americans under general = 


Morgan. 


Military operations after that event. 


Lord Cornwallis marches ~~ 


through North Carolina. Large quantities of American flores deftroyed by ae 


Arnold. Wilmington taken poffe 


ffion of by the king’s troops. 


general Greene by lord Cornwallis at Guildford. Other military tranfafionsy 


T the beginning of the year 
1781, an affair happened in 
America, from which expectations 
were formed by fir Henry Clinton, 
that fome confiderable advantage 
might be derived to the royal caute. 
The long continuance of the war, 
and the ficulties under which the 
congrefs laboured, had prevented 
their troops from being properly 
fupplied with neceflaries and conve- 
niencies. In confequence of this, on 
the firit of January, the American 
troops that were hutted at Morris 
town, and who formed what was 
called the Penfylvania line, turned 
out, being in number about 1300, 
and declared, that they would ferve 
no longer, unlefs their grievances 
were redrefled, as they had not re- 
ceived their pay, or been furnifhed 
with the neceffary cloathing or pro- 
vifions. It is faid, that they were 
fomewhat inflamed with liquor, in 
confequence ot rum having been 
diftributed to them more hberally 
than ufual, New-year’s day being 
confidered us a kind of feftival, A 
riot enfued, in which an officer was 
killed, and four wounded: five or 
fix of the infurgents were alfo wound- 
ed. They then collected the artil- 
lery, ftores, provifions, and wag- 
gons, and marched out of the camp. 
They paffed by the quarters of ge- 





neral Wayne, who fent a meffage to 
them, requefting them to defitt, or 
the confequences would prove fatal. 
They retufed, and proceeded on 
their march till the evening, when 
they took poft on an advantageous 
piece of ground, and elected officers 
trom among themielves. On the 
2d, they marched to Middlebrook, 
and on the 3d to Prince-town, where 
they fixed their quarters. On that 
day, a flag of truce was fent to them 
from the officers of the American 
camp, with a meflage, defiring to 
know what were their intentions, 
Some of them anfwvered, that they 


had already ferved longer than the | 


time for which they were enlifted, 
and would ferve no longer; and 
others, that they would not return, 
unlefs their grievances were redreff- 
ed. But at the fame time they re- 
peatedly, and in the ftrongeft terms, 
denied being influenced by the leatt 
difaftection to the American caufe, 
or having any intentions of deferting 
to the enemy. 

Intelligence of this tranfaétion 
was foon conveyed to New York. 
A large body of Britith troops were 
immediately ordered to hold them- 
felves in readinefs to move on the 
fhorteft notice, it being hoped that 
the American revolters might be in- 
duced to join the royal army. 

Meffengers 


Defeat of © 
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Meffengers were alfo fent to them 
from general Clinton, acquainting 
them, that they fhould directly be 
taken under the protection of the 
Britifh government, that they fhould 
have a free pardon for all former 
offences, and that the pay due to 
them from the congrets fhould be 
faithfully paid them, without any 
expectation of military fervice, un- 
lefs it fhould be voluntary, upon 
condition of their laying down their 
arms, and returning to their alle- 
giance. It was alfo recommended 
to them to move beyond the South 
river; and they were affured, that 
a body of Britith troops fhould be 
ready to protect them, whenever 
they defired it. Thefe propofitions 
were rejected with difdain, and they 
even delivered up two of fir Henry 
Clinton’s meffengers to the congrefs. 
Jofeph Reed, efq. pretident of the 
ftate of Penfylvania, afterwards re- 
paired to them at Prince-town, and 
an accommodation took place: fuch 
of them as had ferved out their full 
terms were permitted to return to 
their own homes, and others again 
joined the American army, upon re- 
ceiving fatisfactory affurances that 
their grievances fhould be redreffed. 
Whatever expectations might at 
firit have been formed of advantage 
to the royal caufe from this taanfac- 
tion, the termination of it, and the 
circumftances with which it was at- 
tended, naturally led to conclufions 
of a very different kind. It appear- 
ed that thefe American troops, how- 
ever great the hardfhips they la- 
boured under, and however diffatis- 
tied with their condition, had not 
the leaft inclination to join the royal 
ftandard, but the moft determined 
averhon againtt it. This affair, 
therefore, afforded one evidence, 
among many others, of the extreme 
difficulty, if not impoffibility, of 


jubduing the Americans by force, 
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or of bringing them again to a 
fubmiffion to the Britifh govern- 
ment. 

On the sth of the fame month, 
the tollowing report was made by a 
committee of congrefs to that body, 
relative to the treatment of Ameri- 
can prifoners, after an inquiry 
upon this fubject: * That notwith- 
ftanding every effort of congrefs 
to obtain for our people, prifoners 
in the hands of the enemy, that 
treatment which humanity alone 
fhould have dictated, the Britith 
commander, unmindful of the ten- 
dernefs exercifed towards their men, 
prifoners in our hands, and regard- 
lefs of the practice of civilized na- 
tions, has perfifted in treating our 
people, prifoners to them, with 
every {pecies of infult, outrage, and 
cruelty. Officers and men are in- 
difcriminately thrown into the holds 
ot prifon-fhips, and into toathfome 
dungeons, and there deprived of 
fuel and the common neceflaries of 
life ; by which means many of the 
citizens of thofe ftates have been 
compelled to enter into their fervice, 
to avoid thofe diitrefles which a con- 
duct fo contrary to the law of na- 
tions had brought upon them. Our 
feamen taken upon the American 
coatts have been fent to Great Bri- 
tain, or other parts beyond the feas, 
to prevent their being exchanged, 
or to force them to take arms againft 
their country. In the opinion of 
the committee, an exercife of the 
law of retaliation was therefore be- 
come neceflary, as a juftice due to 
thofe citizens of America, whom 
the fortune of war has thrown into 
the hands of our enemy.” In con- 
fequence of this report, orders were 
iffued by the congrefs for a more ri- 
gorous treatment of Britith prifon- 
ers; and that the American board 
of admiralty fhould prevent the ex- 
change of any Britifh fea-ofhcers or 
feamen, 
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44 
feamen, until fuch feamen as had 
been taken upon the American 


coafts, and fent to Great Britain, 
or other parts beyond the teas, 
fhould be returned to fome of the 
Britith garrifons in 
We have teen, in the preceding 
volume of our work, the progrefs 
that was made by the British arms in 
South Carolina, in the ceurte of the 
year 1780. At the beginning ot 
the year ‘1981, lord Cornwallis be- 
gan to make very \ igorous exertions, 
mn order to penetrate into North 
Carolina. On the rith of Janu: ATY, 
his lord{hip’s army was in motion, 
and advancing towards that pro- 
vince ; but was fomewhat delayed 
by an attempt made by the Ameri- 
cans, under general Morgan, ~ to 
make themfelves matters of the valu- 
able diftrict of Ninety-fix. In order 
to prevent this, lord Cornwallis de- 
tached lientenant-colonel ‘Tarleton, 
with 300 cavalry, 300 light intan- 
try, the 7th regiment, the firit bat- 
talion of the 71it regiment, and two 
threc-pounders, to oppote the pro- 
grefs ot Morgan, not doubung but 
that he would be able to perform 
this fervice effectually. The Britith 
troops came up with the Amesicans 
under general Morgan on the 7th 
of January. The Americans 
drawn up in an open wood, 
having been latcly joined by fome 
mila, were more vumerous than 
the Britith troops under licutenant- 
colonel Tarleton; but the latter 
were fo much better difciplined, 
that they had the utmost confidence 
ot obtaining a fpeedy victory ‘The 
attack was begun by the firit line of 
tatantry, conuiiting of the 7th regi- 
ment, and a cor ps of light infantry, 
with a troop of cas alry placed on 
each flank. The firft battalion ot 


America. 


were 
and 


the 7iit, and the remainder of the 





cavalry, formed the referve. The 


H AN D 


American line © 

and their miitia quitted the field: | 
upon w hich the royal troops fy ee 
ing the vic tory 
gaged with ardour in the purfuit, § 
and were thereby thrown into fome = 
diforder, General Morgaa’s cor 
who were tupp ‘ed to have been 
routed, then immediatcly faced 
about, and threw in a heavy fire 
upon the king’s troups, which occa 
fioned the urmott confulion amougt 
them, and they were at leneth 10 
taliy deteaed by the Aimer eins. 
Four hundred of the Britith int .ntry 
were either killed, wounded, ©: ta 
ken prifoners : the lofs or the ca: 
valry was much lefs confide: ble; 
but the two three-pounders ' ell into 
the hands of the Americans, toze. 
ther with the colours of the 7th regi- 
men; and all the detachment “of 
royal artillery were either kilied or 
wounded in defence of their colours, 
Licutenant-colonel Tarleton, how- 
ever, made another effort; having 
allembled about tifty of his cavalry, 
with which he charg ed and repulfed 
colonel Wathington’s horte, retook 
his baggage, and killed the Ameri- 
cans who were app inted to guard 
it. He then retreated to Hamilton’s 
tord, near the mcuth ot Bullock’s 
creek, carrying with him part of his 
baggage, and deftoying the ree 
mainder. 

This defeat of the troops under 
Tarleton was a fevere ttioke to lord 
Cornwallis, as the lois of his light 
iniantry was a great difadvantage ta 
him. ‘The day after that event, he 
employ ed in collecting the remains 
ot ‘Tarleton’s cor ps, and in encea- 
vouring to form a junétion with ge- 
neral Letlie, who had been ordered 
to march towards him with a body 


ot Brith troops trom Wynnel- 
borough. Contiderable exertions 





were then made, by part of the 


army, 


foon Cave way | 


already gained, en 


“ 


t 


we 
& 


* 





rr 
hye 
Ai 
NI 
Cs 
P ee 


Ps, = & ) 


me th 


ta 


sa 


ean See 


~ 


seyscial 


ge hese OG MBL ATS EE NE 


Tu 


1\ 





way fl 
eld; § 


, pof. ; as 


Ch | 
‘uit, 
rps, © 
ren 


C ced 


Ca. 


= eV of =E 


se? 





mR A ROR eR eR cry ON CT cy 





Se 


om) 
ay 
wae 
3 
s 
# 


army, without baggage, to retake 
the prifoners In the hands of the 
Americ: ANS, and to intercept general 
Morgan’s corps on its retreat to the 
Catawba. But that American ofl- 
cer, after his deteat of Tarleton, 
had made forced marches up into 
the country, and créfied the Ca- 


tawba the evening before a great 
rain, which fwelled the river to 
fuch a degree, as to prevent the 


rov: a army from crofling for feveral 
d: iy during which time the Britifh 
prifoners were got over the Y adkin, 
when ce they proceeded to Danriver, 
which they alfo pafied, and on the 
1th of Febru: ary had reached Court- 
houfe in the province of Virginia. 
Lord Cornwallis employ ed a halt 
of two days 1n collecting tome flour, 
and in deftroying fuperfluous bra 
gage, and all his waggons, except- 
ing thofe laden w ith hofj pital ttores, 
falt, and ammunition, and four re- 
ferved empty in readinefs for fick 
or wounded. Being thus freed from 
all unneceffary incumbrances, he 
marched through North Carolina 
with great rapidity, and penetrated 
to the remoteft extremities of that 
province, on the banks ot the Dan. 
His progrefs was fometimes impeded 
hy parties of the militia, and fome 
fkirmithes enfued, but he met with 
no very confiderable  oppofition, 
On the tirtt of February, the king’s 
toops crofled the Catawba at 
M‘Cowan’s ford, where general 
Davidfon, with a party of American 
militia, was pofted, in order to op- 
pote their paflage; but he falling by 


the firit ditcharge, the royal troops 
made good their landing, and the 
militia retreated. When lord Corn- 
Wallis arrived at Hillfoorough, he 
erected the king’s ftandard, and in- 
vited, by proclamation, all loyal 

fi ubjedts to repair to it, and to ftand 
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forth, and take an active part in aflift- 
ing hte lordihip to retlore order and 
government. He had been taught 
to believe, that the king's friends 
were numerous in that part of the 
country : but the event did not con- 
firm the truth of the reprefentations 
that had been given. The royaliits 
were but few in number, and fome 
of them too timid to join the king’s 
ftandard. There were, indeed, about 
two hundred, who were proceeding 
to Hillfborough, under colonel Pyle, 
in order to avow their attachment 
to the royal caufe; but they were 
met accident: lly, and {urrounded by 
a detachment from the American 
army, by whom a number of them 
are faid to have been killed, when 
they were begging tor quarter, with- 
out making the leatt refiftance. Mean- 
wae rencral Greene was march- 
ing with great expedition with the 

troops under his command, in order 


‘to form a junction with other corps 


of American troops, that he might 
thereby be enabled to put fome et- 
fectual ttop to the progrefs of lord 
Cornwallis. 

In other places fome confidersble 
advantages were obtained by the 
royal arms. On the 4th of January, 
fome fips of war, with a number 
of tranfports, on board which was 
a large body of troops, under the 
command ot brigadier- coneral Ar- 
nold, arrived at Weftover about 140 
niles from the capes of Virginia, 
where the troops immediately land- 
ed, and marched to Richmond, 
which they reached without oppo- 
fition, the militia that was collected 
having retreated on their approach. 
Liecutenant-colonel Simcoe marched 
from hence with a detachment of 
theBritifh troops to Weftham, where 
they deitroyed one of the fineft foun- 
derjes for cannon in America, and 
a large 
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a large quantity of ftores and can- 
mon. General Arnold, on his ar- 
rival at Richmond, found there 
large quantities of falt, rum, fail- 
cloth, tobacco, and other merchan- 
dize, and that part of thefe com- 
modities which was public property 
he deftroyed. The Britifh troops 
afterwards attacked and diiperfed 
fome {mall parties of the Americans, 
took fome ~~ anda few pieces of 
cannon, and on the 2oth of the fame 
month marched into Portfmouth. 
On the 2th, captain Barclay, with 
feveral fhips of war, and a body of 
troops the command of major 
Craig, arrived in cape Fear river. 
The troops landed about nine miles 
from Wilmington, and on the 28th 
entered that town. It was under- 
ftood that their having poffeffion of 
that town, and being matters of cape 
Fear river, would be productive of 
very beneficial effects to lord Corn- 
wallis’s army. 

General Greene, having effected a 
junction, about the roth of March, 
with a continental regiment of what 
were called eighteen months men, 
and two large bodies of militia, be- 
longing to Virginia and North Ca- 
rolina, formed a refolution to attack 
the Britith troops under the com- 
mand of Lord Cornwallis. The 
American army marched from the 
High Rock Ford on the 12th of the 
month, and on the 14th arrived at 
Guildford. Lord Cornwallis, from 
the information he had received of 
the motions of the American gene- 
ral, concluded what were his de. 
tigns. As they approached more 
nearly to each other, a few fkir- 
mifhes enfued between fome ad- 
vanced parties, in which the king’s 
troops had the advantage. On the 
morning of the isth, lord Corn- 
wallis marched with his troops at 
day-break, in order to meet the 


BRITISH AND 


Americans, or to attack them in the 
encampment. About four miles fro, 
Guildford, the advanced guard g 
the Britifh army, commanded 
lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, fell 
with a corps of the Americans, co,” 
fifting of licutenant-colonel Lee), 
legion, fome. Back Mountain meq” 
and Virginian militia, with who,” 
he had a fevere fkirmith, but whog 
he at length obliged to retreat, 
The greater part of the country, — 
in which the aétion happened, is ; 


wildernefs, with a few cleared field vi 


interfperfed. ‘The American army, 
which was fuperior to the royal 
point of numbers, was satel on 4 
rifing ground, about a mile and, 
half from Guildford court-houf, 


It was drawn up in three lines: th 


front line was compofed of the North 
Carolinian militia, under the com 
mand of the generals Butler and 
Eaton ; the fecond iine of Virginia 
militia, commanded by the generals 
Stephens and Lawfon, forming two 
brigades; the third line, confifting 
of two brigades, one of Virginia 
and one of Maryland, continentd 
troops, commanded by  genenl 
Huger and colonel Williams. Lieu 
tenant-colonel Wafhington, with the 
dragoons of the firft and third reg 
ments, a detachment of light im 
fantry, compofed of continental 
troops, and a regiment of riflemen 


BS 


ae 


under colonel Lynch, formed 2 — 
corps of obfervation for the fecurity 


of their right flank. Lieutenant 


colonel Lee, with his legion, a de 


tachment of light infantry, and a 
corps of riflemen, under colonel 


Campbell, formed a corps of ob” 
fervation for the fecurity of their ~ 
The attack of the Ame- > 
rican army was directed to be made | 


left flank. 


by Lord Cornwallis in the following ~~ 
order: on the right, the regiment © 
of Bofe, and the 71it regiment, led 77 


by § 
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by major general Leflie, and fup- 
ported by the firft battalion of 
guards ; on their left, the 23d and 
33d regiments, led by lieutenant- 
colonel Webiter, and fupported by 
the grenadiers, and fecond battalion 
of guards, commanded by brigadier- 
general O’Hara ;_ the Yagers, and 
light infantry of the guards re- 
mained in a wood on the left of the 
guns ; and the cavalry in the road, 
ready to act as circumftances might 

require. ; 
About half an hour after one in 
the afternoon the action commenced 
by acannonade, which lafted about 
twenty minutes, when the Britith 
troops advanced in three columns, 
and attacked the North Carolinian 
brigades with great vigour, and 
{oon obliged part ot thefe troops, 
who behaved very ill, to quit the 
ticld; but the Virginia militia gave 
che Britifh troops a warm reception, 
and kept up a heavy fire for a long 
time, till being beaten back, the 
action became general almoft every 
where. The American corps under 
the Jieutenant-colonels Wafhington 
and Lee were alfo warmly engaged, 
and did confiderable execution. Licu- 
cenant-colonel ‘Tarleton had direc- 
tions to keep his cavalry compact, 
and not to charge without pofitive 
eiiers, excepting to protect any of 
the corps from the moitt evident dan- 
ger of being defeated. The excefflive 
rhicknefs of the woods rendered the 
Britifh bayonets of little ufe, and 
enabled the broken corps of Ame- 
ricans to make frequent itands, with 
an irregular fire. Ihe fecond bat- 
talion of the guards firft gained the 
clear ground near Guildford court- 
houfe, and found a corps of contt- 
nental infantry, fuperior in num- 
ber, formed in an open field on the 
left of the road. Defirous of figna- 
lizing themfelves, they immediately 
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attacked, and foon defeated them, 
taking two fix-pounders: but as 
they purfued the Americans into 
the wood with too much ardour, 
they were thrown into confufion by 
a heavy fire, and inttantly charged 
and driven back into the field by 
lieutenant-colonel Wafhington’s dra- 
goons, with the lofs of the fix- 
pounders they had taken. But the 
American cavalry were afterwards 
repulfed, and the two fix pounders 
again fell into the hands of the 
Britifh troops. The fpirited exer- 
tions of brigadier-general O'Hara, 
and of lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 
greatly contributed to bring the ac- 
tion to a termination. The Britith 
troops having at length broken the 
fecond Maryland regiment, and 
turned the lett flank of the Ameri- 
cans, got into the rear of the Vir- 
ginian brigade, and appeared to be 
gaining their right, which would 
have encircled the whole of the 
continental troops, when general 
Greene thought it prudent to order 
a retreat. Many of the American 
militia difperfed in the woods; but 
the continental troops retreated in 
good order to the Reedy Fork river, 
and croffed at the ford, about three 
miles from the field of aétion, and 
there halted. When they had col- 
lected their ftragglers, they retreated 
to the iron-works, ten miles di- 
ftant trom Guildford, where they 
encamped. They loft their artil- 
lery, and two waggons laden with 
ammunition. It was a hard-fought 
action, and lafted an hour and a 
halt. Of the Britifh troops, the 
lofs, as {tated by Lord Cornwallis, 
was ¢32, killed, wounded, and 
mifling. General Greene, in his 
account of the action tran{mitted te 
the congrefs, flated the lofs of the 
continental troops to amount to 
329, killed, wounded, and mifling ; 
but 
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but he made no eflimate of the lofs 
of the militia.. Licutenant-colonel 
Stuart was killedin the action, and 
lieutenant-colonel Webfter, and the 
captains Schutz, Maynard, and 
Goodriche, died af the wounds that 
they received in it. Brigadier- 
general O'Hara, brigadier-general 
Howard, and licutenant-colonel 
Tarleton, werealfowounded. Of the 
Americans the princ ipal officer killed 
was major Andcrion, of the Mary- 
land line, and the generals Ste phens 
and iduger were wounded. In this 
engagement, the victory was indeed 
obtained by lord Cornwallis ; but 
it was one of thofe dear-boucht vic- 
tories trom which no rational expec- 
tation could be tormed, that the at- 
tempt to fubjugate the Americans 
would be finally fuccetsful. The 
lofs of the royal army feems to have 
been nearly equal to that of the 
Americans; and reinforcements 
were much more eafily obtained by 
the latter than by the former. What- 
ever honour might be gained in this 
action by the king’s troops, the 
great object of the war, the reduc- 
tion of the revolted colonies to fub- 
miffion and obedience, appeared to 
be as diftant as betore. 

The Britifh troops underwent 
great hardihips in the courfe of this 
campaign; and in a letter of lord 
Cornwallis’s to lord Ge rge (Gver- 
main, dated March rth, he ob- 
ferved, that * the foldiers had been 
two days without bread.” His jord- 
fhip quitted Guildford three days 
aiter the battle which was fought in 
that place ; and on the 7th ot \pril 
arrived in the nei; ghbo: urhood of 
Wilmington. Soon. after eneral 
Greene, notwithftanding his i ite de- 
feat, endeavoured to make fome vi- 
gorous atiempts ay ainit the kine’s 


forces in South ‘Carolina. Lord 





H AND 
Rawdon had been appointed to de 
fend the poit of Camden, with about 
Soo Britifh and Provincials; ond og 
the :gth of April general Greene ap. 


peared before that place, with a | 


large body of C: ntinentals and mi. 
litias He found ir, 
poflible to attempt to {torm the town 
with any profpect of fuccefs ; and 
therefore endeavoured to take fuch 
a pofition as fhould induce the Bri 
tith troops to fally from their works, 
He potted the Americans about a 
mile trom the town, on an eminence 
which was covered with woods, and 
flanked on the left by an impailable 
{wamp. But on the morning of the 
25th, lord Rawdon marche -d out of 

Camden, and with great gallantry 
attacked ge neral Greene in his camp, 
The Ame ricans made a vigorous re 
fiftance, but were at latt compelled 
to give way, and the purfuit is faid 
to have been continued three miles 
For fome time after the action coms 
imenced, general Gates entertained 
great hopes of defeating the Britifh 
troops, in which, as the Americans 
were fuperior in point of numbers, 
he would prob: ibly have fucceeded, 
had not fome capital military errors 
been committed, by one or two of the 
ofticers who ferved under him. On 
the American fide colonel Wathing- 
ton had behaved extremely weil in 
this action, having made upwards 
ot two hundred of the Englith pi- 
foners, with ten or twelve officers, 
betore he perceived that the Ameri- 
cans were abandoning the field of 
battle. The lofs of the Enelifh was 
about one hundred killed and wound- 
ed. Upwards ot one hundred of the 
Amertcans were taken prifoners 5 
and, according to the account pub- 
lithed by general Greene, they had 
126 killed ‘and wounded, After this 
action, Greene retreated to Rugeley’s 
mills, 


however, im. | 
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mills, twelve miles from Camden, 
in order to collect his troops, and 
wait for reinforcements. 

Notwithftanding the advantage 
which lord Rawdon had obtained 
over general Greene at Camden, 
that nobleman foon after found it 
neceflary to quit that poft ; and the 
Americans made themfelves matters 
of feveral other pofts that were occu- 
pied by the king’s troops, and the 
garrifons of which were obliged to 
urrender themfelves prifoners of 
war. Thefe troops were afterwards 
exchanged, under a cartel which 
took place between lord Cornwallis 
and general Greene, for the releafe 
of all prifoners of war in the fouthern 
difwict. After thefe events, general 
Greene laid clofe fiege to Ninety-fix, 
which was confidered as the moft 
commanding and important of all 
the poits in the back country ; and 
on the rgth of June he attempted to 
ftorm the garrifon, but was repulfed 
by the gallantry of the Britith 
troops, with the lofs, as it is faid, 
of 75 killed, and 150 wounded. 
General Greene then raifed the 
fiege, and retired with his army be- 
hind the Saluda, to a ftrong fitua- 
tion, within fixteen miles ot. Nine- 
ty-fix. 

On the 18th of April a large body 
of Britifh troops, under the com- 
mand of major- general Philips, and 
brigadier-general Arnold, embarked 
at Portfmouth in Virginia, in order 
to proceed on an expedition for the 
purpofe of deftroyiag fome of the. 
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American ftores. A party of light- 
infantry were fent ten or twelve 
miles up the Chickahomany, where 
they deitroyed feveral armed hips, 
fundry warehoufes, and the Aimeri- 
can ftate fhip-yards. AtPeterfburgh, 
the Enylith deftroyed four thoufand 
hogtheads of tobacco, one fhip, and 
a number of {mall veflels on the 
ftocks, and in the river. At Chet- 
terfield court-houfe, they burnt a 
range of barracks for two thoufand 
men, and three hundred barrels of 
flour. Ata place called Ofborn’s, 
they made themfelves matters of fe- 
veral veflels loaded with cordage and 
flour, and deftroyed about two thou- 
fand hogfheads of tobacco, and 
fundry veilels were funk and burnt. 
At Warwick, they burnt a magazine 
of five hundred barrels of flour, 
fome fine mills belonging to colonel 
Carey, a large range of public rope- 
walks and ftore-houfes, tan and bark 
houfes full of hides and bark, and 
ow quantities of tobacco. A like 

eftruétion of ftores and goods was 
made in other parts of Virginia, 
This devaftation had certainly a ten- 
dency to weaken the Americans, 
but in no other view was beneficial 
to the royal caufe : on the contrary, 
it greatly contributed to exafperate 
them againit the parent flate, and 
naturally rendered Arnold, who had 
abandoned the fervice of the con- 
grefs, in the manner that has been 
before related, and who was now a 
prime inftrument in thefe ravages, 
extremely odious to the Americans. 
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Petitions prefented to the Houfe of Commons, rom the UW tf India Planten 
and Merchants, on Pebalf of the Inhabitants of Jamaica and Barbadoe, ¥ 


avho had fuflained great Loffes by the late dreadful Hurricanes. Relief 


granted by Parliament to the Sufferers in thofe [flands. Meffage from bis 3 
Ma/jefty to both Houfesof Parliament on Occafton of theCommencen:zent of Hof. 
tilities with Holland. Debate on the Royal Meffage in the Houfe of Commons, 
Debate on the fame Subse in the Houfe of Peers. Be. 


N the month of Oétober, 1780, 
feveral of the Wett India iflands, 
and particularly Jamaica and Barba- 
docs, received great damage from 
fome very dreadful hurricanes, which 
involved many of the inhabitants in 
fuch extreme diitrefs, that it was 
thought neceflary to make applica- 
tion to theBritith parliament for affitt- 
ance and relief. Accordingly on the 
firft day on whichthe houfe 
of commons aflembled, af- 
ter the Chrittmas recefs, a 
petition was prefented by lord North 
from the planters, merchants, and 
other perfons, interefted in the ifland 
of Jamaica; in which it was ftated, 
that the parifhes of Weftmoreland 
and Hanover in that ifland had been 
laid watle by the late hurricanes, 
earthquakes, and tnundations, where- 
by mott of the buildings in thofe 


Jan. 23, 
3751. 


A petition was alfo prefented 
Mr. Eitwick, agent for Barbadoes, 
from the planters, merchants, and 


others refident in England, and ine 


terefted in the ifland of Barbadoes; 
in which it was ftated, that the vio 
lence of the late hurricanes had ex 
tended over the whole ifland, affeé. 
ing almoft every individual, and re 
ducing to diftrefs the greatett part of 
the inhabitants. Of nearly four hur 


dred plantations, fearcely one had _ 


efcaped the general calamity : mob 
had fuftained very confiderable, and 
many almoft irreparable damages, 
Almof all the buildings, nearly one 
half of the cattle, and many filaves 
had been deft royed, Several towns 
had fuffered, and the principal onein 
afhockingdegree. From thefe cautes 
the inhabitants, to the number o 
above twenty thoufand whites, had 


been left almoit deftitute of habite 7 = 
tions, food, and raiment. The” 
petitioners, therefore, folicited the 7% 
houte, that they would afford the 7 
fufterers fuch fpeedy and effectual || 
reliet, as would not only fecure them 7% 
from impending want, but alfo affit 77 
them to erect anew their buildings, ‘iy 
and to procure other neceflaries, and Pike 


parithes, together with the produce 
of the earth, were in a great meafure 
deftroyed, and that other diftricts of 
the ifland had received very confi- 
derable damage. It was added, that 
the loffes ot the feveral fufferets 
amounted to fuch an enormous fum, 
as to require the immediate aid and 
affitance of parliament; and the 


petitioners theretore folicited the 
houfe to tcke the cafe of the fufter- 
ers into confideration, and to grant 


thereby enable them again to cult 
vate their ettates. A petition was alfo 
prefented from the lord-mayor, # 
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them fuch relief as to the houfe 


dermen, and common-council of the 7 
fhould icem meet. 


city of London, recommending the F 
diftrefied 7 
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diftreffed inhabitants of Jamaica and 
Barbadoes to the attention and ge- 
nerofity of parliament. 

Lord North informed the houfe, 
that his maje‘ty, having been ac- 
quainted with the contents of thefe 
petiuions, had recommended them 
to the confideration of parliament, 
The following day the butinefs was 
more particularly difcuffed, when 
his lordfhip obferved, that if an efti- 
mate were to be made of the com- 
mercial value to this country of the 
two parifhes, on which the hurricane 
fellin Jamaica, and if it were com- 
pared with the commercial value to 
this country of Barbadoes, perhaps 
thofe two parifhes were more than 
equivalent, in that feale, to the 
whole of that ifland. If, therefore, 
a calculation were to be made of the 
quantum of relief that ought to be 
fent to each ifland, from the great- 
nefs of the lofs fuftained by each, 
the greateft fum would be fent to 
Jamaica. But pariiament would be 
too juft to make this the rule of 
their charity, which fhould be regu- 
lated, not by the meafure of their 
lofs, but by the urgency of their 
wants. The hurricane had fallen 
on only a part of Jamaica, but had 
ravaged and laid wafte the whole of 
Barbadoes. In the latter ifland all 
were fufferers. In Jamaica, the 
greater part of the iffand, though 
indeed the leait fertile, had efcaped 
the general vifitation; whence it 
might be prefumed, that the necef- 
faries ot life might be purchafed by 
the poor amongit the fuflerers, 
which, as he underflood, were not 
very many in thole two parifhes, for 
money. Money, therefore, was 
the principal thing of which ti.ey 
would ftand in need. But in Bar- 
badoes, where the effects of the hur- 
ricane were general, the number of 
poor white people was great, and 
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they would ftand in need of many of 
the neceflaries of life, of bulky com- 
modities, which could not be trunf- 
mitted, like a credit on the bank of 
England, without any expence, but 
which would occafion a confiderable 
deduction from the fum that fhould 
be voted for their relief, for freighr, 
infurance, and fuch incidents, He 
had converfed on this fubject with 
feveral Weft India merchants, and 
from all that he could learn on this 
queftion, to which of the iflands we 
ought to give the moft atfiftance, 
the painful preference was due to 
Barbadoes. ‘The houfe concurred in 
opinion with the minifter, and, after 
a fhort debate, agreed to three refo- 
folutions: one, to grant 8o0,0col. 
for the relief of Barbadoes; an- 
other, to grant 40,cool. for the re- 
licf of Jamaica; and a third, that 
thefe fums fhould be paid for the 
ufe of the fufferers without any de- 
du¢tion. 

On the 25th of the fame month, 
the minifter communicated to the 
houfe of commons a meffage from 
the king, in which his majetty ac- 
quainted them, that, during the re- 
cefs of parliament, he had been ob- 
liged to direct letters of marqug and 
general reprifal to be iffued aguintt 
the ftates-general of the Unired 
Provinces, and their fubjects. For 
the caufes and motives of his con- 
duct on that occafion, he retcrred to 
his public manifefto againft that re- 
public, which he had ordered to be 
laid before the houfe. His majeity 
obferved, that he had been induced 
to take thefe meafures with the ut- 
moft reluétance; and that he had 
left nothing undone to prevent, if 
pofible, the prefent rupture; he 
was, therefore, tully perfuaded, that 
the juftice and neceflity of the mea- 
fures he had adopted would be 
acknowledged by all the world. 
E 2 Several 
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Several papers relative to the rup- 
ture with Holland were alfo, at the 
faine time, by the king’s command, 
laid before the houfe. 

Mr. Burke obferved, that how- 
ever lightly a war might be thought 
of by foe men, he was one of thofe 
who conlidered that going to war 
was, at all events, a very ferious 
matter; a matter which nothing but 
great neceflity could juitity. It did 
not appear to him, that trom the 
papers now lid before the houfe, 
that information could be obtained, 
which was neceflary in order to form 
a decifive judgment on what the 
king’s minitters had done.  Cir- 
cumttanced as we were, the pru- 
dence and the policy of the war 
were not lefs important points to be 
examined, than its juitice. He 
hoped, therefore, that fince the mi- 
niftry had reduced the parliament to 
the alternative, either of fupporting 
the war, or of becoming hable to 
the charge of abandoning the caufe 
of their country, that they had 
ample proot to lay before the houfe, 
that the war was prudent, or that it 
was unavoidably necefflary., It was 
fated in the manifetto againit Hol- 
land, that a treaty was entered into 
between the city of Amfterdam and 
America: but this was a fact which 
lay with the miniftry to make out. 
The treaty now laid before the houfe 
was, in the exprefs terms of it, the 
plan of a treaty, or the rough 
draught of a compact, hereafter to 
be entered into between the intend- 
ed contracting parties. He withed 
to know whether the king’s fervants 
had obtained a copy of any treaty 
actually entered into and executed, 
For the treaty now laid before the 
houte depended entirely upon events, 
that were unknown and might not 
happen, in which cafe the treaty 
was never to be ratified. This treaty, 
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therefore, was no more than a f{pecy. 
lative efflay, a mere contemplating 
project. He orm the late long 
adjournment of the parliament, asq | 
matter highly criminal in the m. 7 
nifters, who, as they muft hay 7 
known that a war with Holland wa 
likely to take place, ought not 
have adjourned the parliament, or 7 
but for a very fhort period. Hoy) ~ 
that adjournment came to be forfo | 
long a time, and why fo materiala 7 
circumftance as a declaration of war” 
with Holland was ventured upon by 
the miniftry during a recefs, when 
there was the ftrongeft reafon for the 
parliament to have been affembled, 
was a matter highly worthy of a 
future enquiry. 

Lord North declared, that he 
confidered the entrance into a war 
as at all times a matter of a very fe 
rious nature; but on the prefent 
occafion he thought it {till more fe 
rious, becaufe the war in which his 
majelty had thought himfelf obliged 
to enter was a war with Holland, 
our old and natural ally, betweea 
whom and this country there had 
fubtifted an alliance for more thana 
century ; an alliance which had 
been formed on that broad line of 
policy, which originally pointed out 
the neceffity of it, and which had 
been a fource of great benefit to 
both countries. It was not, theres 
fore, as his majetty had been pleafed 
to declare in his meflage, without 
the deepeft regret, that he found — 
himfelf indifpenfably obliged to put ~~ 
an end to that alliance, andtocom- 
mence hoftilities againft the United 
States, who, in open violation of trea 
tics, had not only refufed to give Great 
Britain that affiftance, which thof 
treaties intitled herto claim when at | 
tacked by the houfe of Bourbon, but 
had alfo, in direét violation of the ~~ 
law of nations, contributed as far 3 © 7 
they ~ 
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thev could to furnifh France with 
warlike ftores, and had alfo at length 
thought proper to countenance the 
magiltracy of Amiterdam in the in- 
fult which they had offered to this 
country, by entering into a treaty 
with the rebellious colonies of Great 
Britain, as free and independent 
fates. By the treaty of 1678, it 
was flipulated, that, in cafe Great 
Britain was attacked by the houtfe of 
Bourbon, fhe had a right to take 
her choice of either calling upon the 
States-general to become parties in 
the war. andto attack the houtfe of 
Bourbon within two months, or of 
requiring an aid of 6000 troops, and 
20 ihips of war, which the ftates 
were to furnifh immediately after 
the claim was made. But though 
this country had always preferved 
her faith with Holland, yet that re- 
public had refuted to fulfil the terms 
ot this treaty. 

His lordthip farther obferved, that 
the States-general had fuffered Paul 
Jones, a Scotchman, and a pirate, 
acting without legal authority from 
any acknowledged government, to 
bring Bridth fhips into their ports, 
and to refit there. A rebel priva- 
tecr had alfo been faluted at the 
Dutch ifland of St. Euttatius, atter 
fhe had been fuffered to capture two 
Britith fhips within cannon-fhot of 
their forts and cattles. A memorial 
was prefented at the Hague, in 
June, 1779, on the breaking out of 
the war with Spain, to claim the aid 
we were entitled to require by the 
treaty of 1678; but of this not the 
leaft notice was taken on the part ot 
the States. “wo other notices had 
{ince been delivered, each of which 
met with the fame reception. The 
Frith minittry had done all in their 
power to bring the States to a true 
jenfe of their intereft; and when 
the neceflity of the cafe compelled 
them to feize on Dutch flips, car- 
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rying ftores to France, they had paid 
the full value for the cargoes, and 
returned the fhips, fo that neither 

the private merchant, the private 

adventurer, nor the States, had fuf- 

fered. France only had felt the 

meafure, by her being deprived of 

that affittance which fhe would have 

received from thofe cargoes. 

With refpect to the obfervation 
that had been made, that the treaty 
laid betore the houfe, between the 
Dutch and the Americans, was noe 
thing more than a contemplative 
project, his lordihip remarked, that 
it was actually figned and fealed ; 
the names of the pentionary of Am- 
fterdam, and Monf. de Neuville, a 
merchant and burgefs of that city, 
being fubferibed to it on the part of 
the magiitracy of Amtlerdam, and 
the name of John Lee, as commif- 
fioner or agent tor the congrets of 
America. It thould alfo be remem- 
bered, that when two powers ftood 
connected together by folemn treaty 
and ancient alliance, as the States 
of Holland and Great Britain were, 
it made very little difference in the 
feale of offence and provocation, 
whether a treaty like that of the 
penfionary Van Berkel, was tully 
ratilied and confummated, or only 
in progreffion. Indeed, the Statts- 
general had refufed to pay the 
leaft attention to the requilition in 
his majeity’s memorial, delivered by 
fir Jofeph Yorke, that proper notice 
fould be taken of Van Berkel and 
his aflociates ; fo far as fuch a refufal 
could be implied by a contemptuous 
filence. As to the principal magi- 
{trates of Amfterdam, they were fo 
tar trom difavowing the fact, or at- 
tempting to palliate it, that they 
gloned in the whole tranfaction ; 
and exprefsly declared, even to the 
States-general, that what they had 
done was what their indifpenfable 
duty required, 
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His lordthip added, that he la- 
mented the neceflity of a war with 
Holland,. but it appeared to him to 
be an unavoidable meafure. He 
confefled the fituation of this coun- 
try to be truly alarming ; but when 
he confidered the powerful ftand 
that had already been made againft 
the mott alarming confederacy that 
had ever been formed againtt ‘Great 
Britain, the little fucce(s that the 
enemies of this country had met 
with in all their various attempts 
againft it, and the fpirie and re- 
fources of the nation, the public 
profpects appeared to him much lefs 
gooiny than fome ge ntleinenthought 
proper to reprefent them. Our di t- 
ficulties were certainly great ; but 
he trufted that they were by no 
means infuperable. He was neither 
defirous ot concealing their m» 


oni 
tude, nor atraid to meet them, gre at 
as they muft be acknowle dyed ; be- 


caufe he was convinced, that when 
the force of this country was fully 
exerted, it was equal to the conteft; 
and that the only means of obtaining 
an honourable and a juit peace, was 
to fhew ourfelves capable of carry- 
ing on the war with fpirit and with 
vigour. He concluded with moving, 
that an addrefs fhould be prefented to 
his majetty, affuring him, that the 
houfe would, with a firm and deter- 
mined refolution, m2 thejutt and 
neceflary war againit Hol land, 
the maintenance of the 
his crown, and of the rig 
terefts ot his people. 
The motion was feconded by lord 
Lewifham ; who obferved, that 
every gentleman prefent knew, that 
the moft wanton wars again t Hol- 


for 
‘honour of 
ts and in- 


land had taken place in thofe pe- 
rieds, when the intercits of the 
crown and of the people had been 
cittinet and. different. se ice, mn 


the infamous reign of Charles the 
eccond, they had not been more fre- 
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quently than unjuftly commenced, 
Buratter the Revolution, when kin 
William the Third {way ed the fcep. 
tre of thete realms, a very different 
line of conduct was adopted. That 
prince feeing, what every perfon 
mutt fee, who has a juft fenfe of the 
true interefts of Holland and of 
Great Britain, that they are one 
and the fame, cultivated a friendhhi 
between the two countries. His 
minifters did the fame; the example 
was tollowed by the Whig minifters 
in the glorious part of the next 
reign, that of queen Anne, and it 
hadcontinued all the two fubfequent 
reigns; during the whole of which 
time the States of Holland had reap. 
ed the greateft advantages trom the 
alliance. It was not therefore with- 
out aftonifhment that he now faw, 
what he had fearcely thought pof- 
fible ; namely, that a French party 
could have gained fo much preva- 
lence in Holland, as to make her 
lofe fight of all policy, torget how 
intimately her weltare was blended 
with that of Great Britain, how 
much fhe owed to this country in the 
reign of Elizabeth, how much fhe 
was indebted to the fervices of that 
brave and fuccefsful commander, 
and no leis wife and judicious nego- 
ciator, John duke of Marlborough, 
and alfo how much her interefts had 
been promoted by the fervices of 
our other generals, in the continen- 
tal wars in which we were engaged 
in the later end of the reign of king 
William, and the beginning of the 
reign of queen Anne, But it was 
apparent, from the conduct of the 
States-general fince the commence- 
ment ot the American war, that 
they had forgotten all the benefits 
and fervices which they had received 
from Great Britain, and were regards 
lefs of thofealliences into which ‘they 
had entered with this country. 
In the reign of his prefent ma- 
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icity, his lordihip proceeded to ob- 
ferve, the interett of the king and 
people were the fame, the national 
profperity or misfortune was equally 
{hared in both, and neither could 
have a wifh that did not point to 
the fame end, becaule the advantage 
of the one mutt be the advantage of 
the other. He was fully perfuaded, 
that the prefent war was neither 
wanton nor unjuftifiable; indeed, 
fo far otherwife, that alihough no 
man more fincerely lamented, that, 
attacked on all fides as Great Bri- 
tain was, occalion fhould arife tor 
her coming to a rupture with 
her old and her natural ally, the 
States-general ; yet, trom a full 
view of the cale, from a knowledge 
of the repeated provocations given 
by Holland, and of the unexampled 
patience and torbearance fhewn by 
Great Britain, he was firmly of 
opinion, that the war commenced 
avainit the States-general was a war 
ot indifpenfable neceflity. It had 
been proved, to the conviction of 
every man, that the Dutch had been 
long employed in afiiting France 
with warlike itores; and at had tor 
fome time been fufpected, that they 
were inclined rather to give aid to 
the revolted colonies ot America, 
than to comply with the faith of 
treanes, and perform what Holland 
had folemnly pledged herfelt to per- 
form, whenever her ancient ally was 
attacked by the houfe of Bourbon. 
Nothing, he conceived, could have 
induced the States- general to act the 
part they had lately exhibited, but 
the banetul influence of French gold, 
which had been fo prevalent as to 
make the Dutch act in the treache- 
rous manner they had done by us. 
Hie concluded with obferving, that 
he thought his majeity entutled to 
the moit loyal protefiions of zeal 
and attachment from that houfe, 
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as well as to an immediate affurance 
of their determination to fupport 
the vigorous meatures his majeity 
had reiolved to purfue, fince every 
man mult agree, that it was much 
better to have an open enemy, than 
a treacherous friend: and from thefe 
confiderations he was led to fecond 
the motion that had been made by 
the minitfer. 

Mr. ‘Thomas Townfhend expreffed 
his diffatistaction at the late long 
adjournment of the parliament, 
But the fact, he faid, was, that 
the miniltry had work upon their 
hands, which they did not choofe to 
do in the face of parliument. It 
had, indeed, been their frequent 
practice, to fettle matters of the 
tirft importance during the holidays ; 
and when the houfe met, after the 
recefs, to ¢all upon parliament to 
fupport them under all the confe- 
quences of their ill conduct. In 
this manner had the houfe been led 
into the American war, that fatal 
fource of all our calamities ; in this 
manner had the minitters announced 
the French refeript, and atterwards 
the Spanith refeript ; and now they 
came to declare that they had com- 
menced war againft Holland, our 
old and our natural ally. Year after 
year had the minifter acquainted the 
houfe with a new enemy ; but, from 
the commencement of the American 
war, he had never brought down 
the welcome news of a new ally. 
Much had been faid to juftify the 
war with Holland; but he afked 
whether Great Britain had given no 
provocation to that republic 2? The 
infolence of the Britihh memorial, 
prefented tothe States in 1777, had 
contributed beyond any thing elle 
to the prevalence of the French fac- 
tion in Holland. In that memorial, 
the minittry had held a language to 
the States of Holland, the only 
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refpeétable ally of Great Britain, 
which it would not be decent or juf- 
tifiable to hold to the moit petty 
ftate of Europe. ‘The Dutch had 
complained of the arrogance of this 
memorial, and declared, that it 
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and of queen Anne had been men, 
tioned in the courfe of the debate ; 
but there was no parallel between 
thofe reigns and the prefent. Ip 
thofe reigns, as in the time of all 
Whig miniftries, great alliances were 
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contained a fort of language, which 
one independent flate had no right 
to hold to another. ‘The French had 
availed themfelves of this circum- 
{tance, and it had given them aplau- 
fible opportunity of increating the 
indignation of the Dutch againtt us. 

It had been ftated to be a great 
offence on the part of the States- 
general, that they had not complied 
with the memorials prefented by fir 
Jofeph Yorke, and furnifhed the af- 
fiftance required by the treaty of 
1678. But, perhaps, Holland had 
abundant reafons for her retufal, or 
rather her neglect to comply with 
the treaty. If fhe had complied 
With it, thiscountry mutt have been 
a lofer upon the whole. All that 
we had a right to expect was 6000 
troops, and 20 {hips cf war. The 
inftant they had been furnithed, the 
territories of the States would have 
been attacked, and then, in comphi- 
ance with the treaty fo often men- 
tioned, we muft have fent a large 
army into Holland, and fupported 
her with a great naval force. It 
fhould alfo be remembered, that a 
war with Holland was not like chal- 
lenging a fingle roe : for as an armed 
neutrality had been eftablifhed, the 
war with Folland would probably 
bring upon us the other neutral ma- 
ritime powers of Europe. A war 
with Holland could produce no na- 
tional advantage. If it continued, 


no other maritime mercantile fate 
could be found, which was capable 
of carrying our various manufac- 
tures to all quarters of the globe, as 
the Dutch had done for above a cen- 
tury. The reigns of William III, 





fought and obtained. This country 
had not then the madnefs to hazard 
a war with all the world without a 
fingle ally. This country, at the 
time which had been rcferred to, 
when. the duke of Marlborough aét, 
ed both as a negociator and a gene. 
ral, was in the full career of victory, 
and of glory. We had then no 
American war, no obttinate perfe. 
verance In a fatal error, to create 
calamity, and to multiply misfor- 
tune. Ifthe Dutch, at the prefent 
period, had changed their political 
fyitem refpecting this country, it 
was owing to the criminal conduc 
of our admini{tration. ‘The mini- 
ftry had precipitated this country 
into a war with America, from 
whence it was, and from their mi- 
ferable conduct of that war, that all 
Our mistortunes had arifen. They 
had loft all our trade with America, 
and when other powers were invited 
to partake of it, that the Dutch, 
who were a mercantile people, 
fhould accept of a fhare of it, was 
certainly no fubject of furprize. It 
was owing to the fame caufe, that 
all the powers of Europe had aban- 
doned us, and that thofe who had 
hot already joined France, Spain, 
and America, were ready to do it, 
it being apparent to them all, that 
under fuch a wretched adminittra- 
tion Great Britain had no chance of 
recovering her importance and her 
power, and that whoever became 
her ally, would only fhare in her 
difgrace and her misfortunes. 

Mr. Wraxall, member for Hin- 
don, a gentleman who had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by fome literary 
publica- 
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tions, made a fpeech of confiderable 
length, which more particularly ex- 
cited the attention of the houfe, on 
account of its being the firit time of 
his delivering his Redenden in that 
aflembly. He remarked, that at the 
conclufion of the laft peace, in 
1762, this country had been in a 
fituation truly glorious, and that 
period had been followed by fome 
fucceeding years of fplendour, dur- 
ing all which time we were not only 
the envy of the modern world, but 
our greatnefs far furpafled the 
greatneis of ancient Rome at its 
brighteft wera. He followed this eu- 
lory with obferving, that we had 
T@ fince experienced an alarming grae 
8 dation ot misfortunes, which be 
traced regularly trom their com- 
mencement down to the prefent un- 
fortunate moment. He wondered 
@ not, he faid, atter the campaign of 
} 1778, which he reprefented as 
© peculiarly unfortunate, that Spain, 
7 though tlow, yet true to the interefts 
of the elder brinch of the houfe of 
Bourbon, fhould at the commence- 
ment of the year 1779, join France 
in the contederacy ; but it was re- 
ferved for our attoni:hment and in- 
 dignation, at the clofe of the year 
1780, to fee the tardy Dutchman, 
: long engaged in the filent arts of 
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commerce, and a ftranger to war for 
near half a century ; to fee a nation 
which owed its origin, i's progrefs, 
and its protection, to the toftering 
hand of England, now join the 
ftandard of the houte of Bourbon 
againit its only natural ally. He 
then drew a comparifon between the 
© wars in which Great Britain was now 

© eneaged, and thofe in which Lewis 
XIV. had been engaged, in order 

to fhew that they were extremely 
difimilar. The wars ot Lewis XIV. 

@ had been almoft all of them wars of 
9 itcntion, of fytiem, of premedita- 
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tion; wars that were planned in 
the clofet; wars debated, feitled, 
and decided upon in the cabinet of 
Verfailles : whereas the wars Great 
Britain now had upon her hands, were 
wars into which fhe had unwillingly 
entered ; wars of compulfion, wars 
that fhe was obliged to undertake, 
or refign her jut rights, and with 
them publicly forfeit and abandon 
all claims to honour, to dignity, and 
to power, as a free and independent 
maritime’ ftate. But notwithftand- 
ing this, fuch extraordinary circum- 
itances had attended the affairs of 
Great Britain, that it was admitted 
on all hands, that we were in a {tate 
of increaling danger, and labouring 
under the greateft national dittrefs. 
A great part of our prefent misfor- 
tunes, he conceived, had their fource 
in a new fpecies of policy which 
this country had lately adopted, and 
a blind bigotry to a political tenet, 
which had no foundation in reafon 
or in truth, The tenet or maxim 
to which he alluded, and which the 
men who maintained it appeared 
not to underftand, was, ** That 
continental connexions were incom- 
pauble with the true interefts of 
Great Britain.” If the truth or 
falfhood of any maxim was to be 
judged of by a recourfe to long expe- 
rience, the beft teft of all maxims, 
civil, religious, or political, we had 
every reajon in the world to deny 
the new policy, and adhere to the 
old. If the wars ot king William, 
of quecn Anne, and of 1741, and 
1756, were adverted to, it would 
appear, from the inconteftable evi- 
dence of eftablifhed tacts, that this 
country, in all thofe wars, had de- 
duced moft effential advantages from 
our having continental connexions. 
He then proceeded to fhew the 
abfolute neceffity there was, that 
Great Britain jhould immediately 
procure 
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procure an ally upon the continent; 
and in order to determine what 

ver it was whofe al!iance would 

moft beneficial at .he prefent 
time, he made tome general obfer- 
yanons relative to fev< ral Kuropean 

entates, and their diferent views 
and interefts. Ot Denmark, he re- 
marked, that it was now funk into a 
fituation, which letc little either to 
hope or to fear from her enmity or 
her friend(hip. Since the middle of 
the laft century, when the politics of 
Europe affumed their modern form, 
Denmark had been almoft uniformly 
friendly to this country; but, by 
one of thofe fingular fatalities which 
feemed now to opprefs this nation, 
Denmark was become inimical to 
England. This was, however, of 
the lefs confequence, becaufe Den- 
mark had at prefenta teeble and inca- 
pable government, a wretched army, 
and avery trifling navy. Of Sweden, 
Mr. Wraxall obterved, that it was 
eoverned by a king rendered abfo- 
lute by French money 1n 1772. In- 
deed, ever fince the time of Guftavus 
Adolphus and Chrittina, Sweden 
had been unitormly the ally of 
France, French counfels, and French 
connexions, had ever preferved their 
afcendancy in the court of Stock- 
holm, which, from every princi- 
ple, and every motive, was hottile 
to the interefts of this country. But 
Sweden, like her fitter Denmark, 
was now far declined in {plendour 
and in force. Her fleets and her 
armies were confined to the limits ot 
the trozen Baltick. Modern Sweden 
was no longer able, as under Charles 
the Tweltth, to march armies into 
Savouy and Bohemia, and ttrike 
terror into Vienna and Verfailles. 
But whatever the torce of Sweden 
might be, there were no hopes ot 
any aifttance to Great Britain from 
that quarter, “Vhe empreis of Rufflia, 
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he proceeded to obferve, was fom 
years fince much attached to Grey 
Britain, and difpofed to aflitt » 
But that moment, he faid, was 

and gone; we had loft it by og 
own want of exertion, and the em 
prefs was no longer friendly. She 
neither was willing, nor, if the haj 
it in her inclination, was it in he © 
power to afford us effectual and dec. ~ 
five affittance. The junction of 7 
Ruffian fquadron was not now tobe) 
hoped tor; nor, tf fuch a circum. 
{tance took place, would it enfures 
certain fuperiority over the united” 
navies of France, Spain, and Hol. 77 
land. It was not, therefore, from. 
Sweden, Denmark, or Ruffia, tha 
we were to derive affiftance ; anda 7 
to Poland, Sardinia, Naples, a 7 
Portugal, they were only kingdoms 
in name, and in the empty honours 
ot the diadem, and therefore of litte 
confideration in an inquiry from 
whence an efficacious alliance could 
be procured. After thus character 
izing thefe ftates, he proceeded t 
obierve, that the only remaining 
powers, from which there couldbe 7 
any profpect of obtaining affiftane, 7 
were Pruffia and Auttria. The | 
Pruffian army, he faid, amounted 
to 208,000 troops; but nearly om 
half ot thefe were Poles, French, o 
compoted of every nation of Europs, 
enlifted in that fervice. As to th 
Pruflian monarch, he affirmed, tha 
he was no longer that great print 
and great general, which he had 
with truth been believed to be fom 
yearsago. He was now infirm, fit 
declined in years, in corporeal am 
intellectual vigour, and perhap 
funk in reputation. He had retired” 
trom his people, and lived like ar 
clufe, {hut up in the gloomy apat 
ments of Potfdam, fearcely feen by | 
his fubje&ts. In fhort, he wast | 
longer the hero who fought at Lif, 
Lye 
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at Rofbach, at Prague, at Torgau, and 
at Lowofitz, and who carried victory 
wherever he appeared. It was alfo 
well known, that the king of Pruffia 
had much enmity againit Great Bri- 
tain, and a great predilection for 
France, and was incenfed on account 
of the fublidy which yet remained due 
to him from this country. We could 
therefore form no expectation of 








































































of 4 TS a beneficial connexion with Pruffia ; 
tobe but with Auftria, he thought, an 
ead alliance might be made, which 
urea would be highly advantageous to 
nated Se this country. 

Hol. a The imperial forces, Mr. Wraxall 
from remarked, amounted at that time 
tht 98 to 243,000 men, mottly drawn 
nd a from the hereditary kingdoms and 
» and provinces of thac extenfive mo- 
dom narchy ; and they could be with 
nouns Beale augmented to 320,000, as was 
little actually the cafe, previoufly to the 
from treaty of Tefchen, in the month of 
could April, 1779. ‘The prefent emperor 


‘ ~~ rE ° 
Cer. me pofleffed courage, activity, and emi- 


dt) 7 nent abilities; and had a_ perfect 
ini knowledge, not only of his own do- 
Id be minions, but of France, and of va- 
anct, rious parts of Europe. From the 
Th 8 time ot the emperor Adrian, who, 
nted bareheaded and barefooted, had tra- 
"one verted, at the head of his legions, 
h, or the vait provinces of the Roman 
Ope, empire, no prince had fo accurately 
> the and fo minutely vitited his territo- 
that ries, as Jofeph the Second. He 
ince, Was ambitious of glory, and folicit- 
had ous to open the commerce of India, 
fome and of the world, to his fubjects. 
, fir He entertained a ditlike, and a jea- 
| and loufy of France ; both of which were 
haps rather confirmed, than removed, by 
tired his late journey to Paris. On the 
ait contrary, he had a fincere regard 
pan’ for the Englifh nation, a regard 
nby) me which we might improve greatly to 
same = olradvantage : for the emperor had 
if, 9 A enlarged mind, and was fuperior 
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to all religious prejudices, or to the 
influence of mere family connexions. 
He had fhewn himfelf to be capable 
of great exertion in every depart- 
ment of flate, and his prefent ftua- 
tion was fuch as would give every 
poifible facility to negociation. His 
high {tation among the potentates of 
Europe naturally gave him great 
weight and influence ; and his con- 
duct during the fhort war of 1778, 
and the afcendancy which his troops 
then gained over Pruilia, proved at 
once his ability asa general, and his 
power as a prince. He was idolized 
by his troops, who were all anxious 
to fhew their zeal and attachment to 
him, and had even exprefled fome 
mortification, when their royal maf- 
ter facrificed his martial ardour to 
the pacific difpofition of his late 
parent. It fhould likewife be re- 
membered, that we had fome claim 
to the emperor's friendfhip, in con- 
fequence of our having fupported 
his grandfather’s pretenfions to the 
crown of Spain, and eftablithed the 
tottering throne of his mother, the 
late emprefs. He was the defcend- 
ant of Leopold, whom we had fuf- 
taincd againit the arms of Lewis 
XLV. the nephew ot Jofeph I. 
and the grandfon of Charles VI. for 
whom our anceftors had fought 
and bled in Spain, in Flanders, and 
in every quarter of the earth ; and 
the fon of Maria Thercfa, whom we 
had refcued trom the opprefiion of 
the houfe of Bourbon. 

Mr. Wraxall then proceeded to 
recommend to the confideration of 
the houfe three great leading propo- 
fitions, concerning which a negocia- 
tion fhould be opened with the em- 
peror, and which might lead to a 
treaty highly beneficial to Great 
Britain. Thefe three propofitions 


were, firft, by a vote of a million to 
him 
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fecondly, to open Antwerp as a free 
rt; and thirdly, to offer him in 
Fadia, Malacca, Ceylon, Cochin, 
or even Negapatnam. He urged 
various arguments in fupport of 
thefe propofitions ; and having ex- 
plained hus ideas of the means and 
terms of the negociation which he 
had recommended with the court of 
Vienna, he went into a contidera- 
tion of its confequences. If fucha 
treaty took place, the emperor, he 
faid, muft march towards the Rhine, 
as prince Charles of Lorrain did in 
the year 1744; he muft demand his 
patrimony of Lorrain, torn trom 
himin 1737, and he muft re-demand 
Alfate, as depending on the empire. 
It could not be queitioned he faid, 
but that the emperor would be able 
to force a paflage acrofs the Rhine, 
and the whole of the fcheme was 
very practicable: for the king of 
Pruffia was incapable of preventing 
the emperor from fending an army 
of 50,000 men towards the Rhine, 
as the emperor could increafe his 
army at pleafure, and the neceflary 
marches might be performed wit 
fuch rapidity, that the Auftrian 
army might be at the gates of Straf- 
burgh by the ift ot June next. 
What would be the refult of this ? 
France muift defend herfelf ; and 
the moment France was compelled 
to march 50,000 men fifty miles 
from her own trontiers, from Metz, 
Thionville, Strafburgh, and Brifac, 
or from her garrifons in Flanders, 
down would fall her boafted navy, 
her finances would inftantly be 
alienated, and no more money could 
be fent to Brett, Rochfort, or Tou- 
lon. Madrid and the Hague would 
alfo inftantly be fhaken, their navies 
would crumble away, and could not 
be recruited, or money found for 
their equipment. The object of 


Great Britain would be obtained. 








He, therefore, ‘earneftly reg 
mended, that no time thould be jg 
in vain and idle deliberation, }, 
that a negociation fhould be in 
opened with the emperor. The 
{truction of France was inconte 
ir the emperor joined us, and mar, 
ed towards the Khine. En 
would be faved, reitored to her a, 
cient glories, and capacitated tog 
flroy the marine of France aj” 
Spain. He concluded with payig ” 
fome compliments to the abilities ¢ . 
his majefty’s miniiters; he had» 7 
doubt, he faid, of their extenin 
capacities, and great qualifications; ~ 
but he begged leave to recommen 
to them vigour, firmnefs, celerin, 
and difpatch; on all of whid, | 
combined, the national fafety & 
pended. . 
Though this gentleman’s fped 7 
gained the attention of the houfefe 
fome time, its extreme length y | 
degrees caufed a general wearines; 7 
and it was confidered, both witha 7 
and without doors, as the effort of1 7 
young politician, who was defirow 
of bringing himfelf into notice, bt 7 
whofe notions were not fufficient) 7 
matured and digefted; and whohi © 
exhaufted all the powers of his eo 7 
quence in the recommendation ofa 
fcheme, in which there could har 
been very little profpect of fucceli 
the whole plan appearing extremely 
vifionary, if not totally impratte 
cable. ‘ 
Mr. Fox contended, that all th 
troubles which fell upon this cour — 
try had originated in a chang 
ot the political fyftem. For ha 
true Whig principles prevailed, # 
in the days of king William and” 
queen Anne, at leaft gn the fir ht 
part of her reign, and in the two” 
fubfequent reigns, America would 
now have been fighting by the fide 
of Great Britain; or rather, 97 
libertics 
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liberties of America not having been 
invaded, the occafion of all the 
quarrels that now fublitt would have 
been prevented. But the interett of 
the prince, that is, of the miniitry, 
was now conceived to be different 
from that of the people ; the honour 














pall of the crown was to be maintained 
¢ ayfamg at the expence of the ruin of the 
aying people ; and provided they govern- 
ties om €4, the condition of thofe who obey- 
ad p og ed «was a matter of indifference, 
ene eg The reign of Charles I]. had been 
tions: omg Called an infamous reign: but not 
meg one of the Stuarts had done fo much 
cris, mifchief to this country as the pre- 
rhich E fent miniftry The mifchiefs done 
yu in the reign of the Stuarts were re- 
7% trieved by a revolution in political 

eed ©} principles ; but the ills that happen- 
fe be a ed in the prefent reign were irre- 
h by parable. The emprefs of Rutlia, 
neh: oe 2nd his prefent majefty, had mount- 
vhs Oo ed the thrones of their refpective 
tof; ae C™MPITes much about the fame time, 
Conf But how great was the difference in 
be the two reigns! Great Britain had 
oo declined with a fuddennefs equal to 
shal the rapidity with which Rutfia had 
~— rifen to her prefent eminence. It 
4 } Was not want of capacity with which 
hor @ he charged the prefent miniftry : 
be ® they had capacity; but it was all 
m exhaufted, notin foreign politics, for 
na that was the bulinefs of the nation, 


® but in managing that houfe, and in 
t ®% other fimilar tranfaétions, wherein 
“2% their own interett only was con- 


lt 


our 3 ' - 
® cerned. The prefent war with Hol- 

ange land hes 
by and, which was a moft unhappy 
oll event, he contidered as entirely the 
po > refult of the mifcondu& of the mi- 

Sam mitry; and if they had been re- 
firt = 


Sag =moved before, when their demerits 


“ 4 were fufhcient!y apparent, he firmly 
Oe me:SCelieved thar this event would not 
rd have taken place. 

ae Several other gentlemen fpoke in 


TU Te this debate, on both fides of the quef- 
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tion, and amendments to the addrefs 
sropofed were moved for by lord 
Joun Cavendifh and lord Mahon : 
but the addrefs as originally pro- 
pofed was at length carried, by a 
majority of 180 to 101. 

The fame meflage from his ma- 
jefty, and the fame papers, relative 
to the rupture with Holland, were 
alfo communicated to the houfe of 
peers on that day by lord Stormont. 
After the titles of thefe papers were 
read, before any motion was made 
for an addrefs to his majefty in an- 
fwer to the royal meflage, the duke 
of Richmond rofe, and afked if the 
papers now read contained all the 
information that the noble vifcount 
propofed to lay before the houfe. 
Until he was fatisfied on that head, 
it was impoflible for him to know 
how to conduct himfelf. His ma- 
jefty now made a communication to 
the houfe, of a meafure which he 
thought fit to adopt during the par- 
liamentary recefs. He had ordered 
certain papers to accompany that 
communication, which, however 
neceflary in themfelves, were im- 
perfect. Before the houfe proceed- 
ed any farther, he therefore wifhed 
to know, whether thofe papers con- 
tained the whole of what was ine 
tended to be communicated. Lord 
Stormont remained filent; and, af- 
ter fome farther obfervations from 
the duke of Richmond, the chan- 
cellor interpofed, and remarked, that 
it was not to be expected that the 
noble vifcount could give an an- 
fwer, His majefty had charged him 
with the delivery of the meflage, 
and of the fe veral papers that accom- 
panied it, which was the informa- 
tion intended to be given. ‘They 
were fuflicient, in his opinion, 
though there were no other docu- 
ment. ‘The manifefto againft Hol- 
land, which was included in the 
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rs now laid before the houfe, 

Pt y juftified the meafure. It ttated, 
among other things, a treaty ¢x- 
refsly entered into between an an- 
cient ally and our own rebellious 
fubjeéts, and a copy of which treaty 
was among the papers now exhibit- 
ed. It would have been criminal 
and perfidious mm any power in a 
ftate of common amity with us ; it 
was doubly fo coming trom an ally ; 
and what, if poflible, aggravated 
the conduct of the Srates-general, it 
was fecretly carried on, at a time 
when we were in a ftate of actual al- 
liance and profeffed friendfhip. The 
chancellor added, that it would be 
improper, or rather informal, to 
enter on any other queition or con- 
fideration, till his majefty’s meffage 
fhould be firft difpoted of. The 
duke of Richmond again rofe, and 
faid, that he had hoped, at the out- 
fet of the bufinets, that every 
paper or communication _necef- 
farv, for the full information of 
their lordfhips, would be laid betore 
the houfe. But, from what had al- 
ready paffed, he was convinced, 
that nothing was more vain and idle 
than fuch an expectation. The mi- 
niftry had previoutly determined 
otherwife, and in that the houfe 
would be complaifant enough to 
acquiefce. He could not, however, 
but exprefs his diflatistaction, that 
the decifion of that dav muft be 
taken from a few partial extracts 
from the inftructions given to the 
Britifh minifter at the Hague, the 
manitefto formed upon thoile ex- 
tracts, and a project or pretended 
treaty between Van Berkel and Mr. 
Lee: and he fhould give the moft 
public teftimony of his difapproba- 
tion of a war, which, for aught that 
yet appeared, had been wantonly 
commenced, and might be produc- 
tive of the moft fatal confeguences. 
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Lord Stormont maintained thy 
the meafure of iffuing letters o¢ 
marque and reprifals againft Ho). 
land, was not a but 
was founded in neceflity and found 

licy. The States-general had 
ehaved bafely and treacheroufly, 
We were connected with them by 
the moft folemn alliances ; united 


by ties the moit facred and indiffo. | 


luble, and bound by common inte. 
reft; and could therefore have no. 
thing apparently to fear from them, 
On the contrary, we had every thing 
to expect, which affection, cement 
ed by mutual intereft and advantage, 
could promife, andwhich honourand 
fidelity could exact. But in all thefe 
expectations we had been bafely de. 
ceived, and miferably difappointed, 
The States-general had violated 
their molt facred engagements; th 
had acted as fecret enemies ; a 
what was worfe, they had carried 
on thofe fecret machinations under 
the colour of friendfhip. They had 
entered into a confpiracy with our 
natural enemies, and rebellious fub- 
jects, to difmember the Britith em. 
pire, and to parcel out our domi- 
nions. This would be bafe and un- 
worthy even from a neutral power; 
but when it came from a pretended 
ally, and an avowed friend, it de- 
ferved public execration. It ftamp- 
ed the nation who could be guilty of 
it with infamy and ignominy, and 
called aloud for the moft exemplary 
chattifement. It was true, that, by 
the treaty of 1674, the States-gene- 
ral were permitted to carry indifcri- 
minately all goods, commodities, and 
merchandize whatever to our ene- 
mies, as well as friends and neutrals; 
but by the two fubfequent treaties 
of 1678, and 1716, it was fpecially 
provided, that when either power 
fhould be attacked in any of their 
dominions, that the other, upon the 
caus 
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certain number of troops and fhips. 
Hence it was plain, that the fubte- 
quent treaty, at a certain period at 
leait, fuperieded the treaty of 1674; 
that is, atter the requifition made 
by the party attacked to his ally, 
and the ailiitance given in conte- 
quence of that requifition, which 
the treaty provided fhould be at the 
end of two months from the date of 
the demand. This demand had been 
made by the Britith ambaffador, 
but it was difregarded by the States- 
general ; and the Dutch not only 
continued to fupply our enemies 
with naval ftores, but alfo entered 
into a treaty with a part of our fub- 
jects in open rebe'lion, and thereby 
called in quefiion our undoubted 
rights and fovercign dominion over a 
art of our own territories. This was 
in reality making war upon this coun- 
try, it being a {pecies of aggreflion 
every way correfpondent in its nature 
to an avowed act of hottility. The 
Srates-general had alfo either trifled 
with our miniiler, treated his re- 
monitrances with neglect, or evaded 
giving any fatisiaction by ftudied 
plaulibilities, pretended impediments, 
and arttul delays, originating from 
a fixed fyitem of procraftination. 
Indeed, their councils, unhappily 
for the body of the Dutch nation, 
were influenced by: faction, and by 
partial intereit. ‘hey were under 
the dominion of a Gallo-American 
faction, and the people were feduced 
and led away from their real inte- 
re(ts, through the arts and machina- 
tions of felfith and ambitious men. 
The duke of Richmond remark- 
ed, that there was one capital mif- 
take which pervaded the noble vif 
count’s {peech, and which yet fecm- 
e he the only ground op which 
to againtt Holland could 
‘as,confidering the rough 
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draught of a project or plan to be 

agreed to by the Seven United Proe 

vinces, as an original paper binding 

upon the reipective parties. It was 

clear, that the treaty fo much talked 

of was a mere project. Van Berkel 

and Mr. Lee, the fubjects of two 

diftinct ftates, tketch out a plan of a 

future treaty to be acceded to by 

thoie flates. To give this plan effeét, 

the confent of both thofe ttates mult 
be procured ; but, after a period of 
more than two years, fo far from 

there being any ratification of this 
ideal treaty, there was not a fcrap 
of paper, nor a fingle proof of any 
kind whatever, that either of the 
prefumed principals in this tranface 
tion ever heard a fyllable relative to 
the negociation or pretended treaty, 
much lefs that they had approved ot 
it; yet this was made the principal 
ground of juftification of thofe who 
advifed the manifetto againft Hol- 
land, and the roval meflage which 
was now under difcuffion. His 
grace alfo obferved, that the noble 
fecretary of {tate had thrown out 
feveral things refpecting the conduct 
and motives of the States-general, 
ot which no evidence whatever was 
produced to the houfe. If his lord- 
fhip had any information on the fub- 
ject concerning which he had fpoken 
with fo much confidence, he mutt 
have gathered it cither from com- 
mon report, or through the channel 
of office. If the former, it would 
be indecent to argue upon it in the 
character of a confidenual fervant of 
the crown; if the latter, it was his 
duty toJay his information, and the 
authority whence he derived it, be- 
fore their lordtlups. 

Lord Stormont replied, that the 
noble duke fought a fpecies of in- 
formation which was publickly 
known. The Dutch gazettes were 
full of the motives which agen 
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the conduct of the States-general. 
After the moft preffing entreaties, 
and repeated condefcenfions on our 

rt, when the paper which the no- 
bic duke fo warmly contended ought 
not to be confidered as an act of the 
republic, was laid by our ambaffa- 
dor before the States-general, in- 
flead of difavowing it, they only 
difclaimed having any knowledge of 
it in general terms; and when an 
opening was given to them to dif- 
claim the act, they declined to avail 
themfelves of it, and came to a de- 
termination to refufe any fatistac- 
tion, and difpofed of it ad referen- 
dum, to be taken up, or nof, at 
fome future opportunity. If this 
was not an avowal of the treaty, or 

roject, it was little fhort of it ; and 
could fcarcely fee any difference 
between a public act of the ttate, 
and a private act of a hoftile nature 
committed by a fubject, when the 
governing part of that ttate denied 
fatistaction, or retufed to punilh the 
offender. After fome farther obfer- 
vations, he moved an addrefs to his 
majefty, affuring him, that the 
houfe, with the warmeit and moft 
dutiful zeal, would give every fup- 

yt to thofe vigorous meatures, 
which his majefty had been obliged 
to take againit the republic of 
Holland. 

The chancellor obferved, that the 
noble duke, who had oppofed the 
motion for an addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, laid great flrefs on the circum- 
ftance, that the treaty which had 
been mentioned was no more than 
a project. There would be fome 
weight in this argument, if an 
@pportunity had not been given to 
the Srates-general to retract or dif- 
avow it. Initead of that, their con- 
duct amounted nearly, if not entire- 
ly, to an avowal, or approbation of 
ats contents; they poitponed it ad 





referendum, and by fo doing, they 
difclaimed it in form, but acknow. 
ledged it in fubftance : for though 
he would allow, for argument’s fake, 
that they were not prepared immedj- 
ately to punifh the offender, Van 
Berkel, they might have fatisfied 
the Britifh court, by reprobating it 
in an abftract refolution, or opinion, 
exprefling in general terms their to. 
tal difapprobation, and declaring the 
impropriety or criminality of any 
of the fubjects of the republic enter. 
ing into a treaty with the rebellious 
fubjects of another ftate, in amity 
and alliance with them, 

The duke of Richmond rofe again, 
and obierved, that it was well known, 
that the forms of deliberation and 
proceeding in Holland, and the na 
ture of the Dutch conftitution, were 
tedious and intricate. The latter was 
compofed of various movements, 
and though he did not pretend to 
{peak with accuracy or precifion on 
the fubject, it was more than pro- 
bable, that the States-general were 
by no means empowered to give an 
explicit or precife anfwer on a fub- 
ject, of which all, or infinitely the 
greater part of their conftituents, 
muft have been ignorant. It was 
doubtful, whether a power of pu- 
nifhment was even vefted in the 
States-general : but if fuch a 
power was vetted in them, their 
wonted caution and deliberate mode 
ot proceeding fully juftified their 
conduct; and he would appeal to 
every noble lord who heard him, 
it there were not innumerable pof- 
lible cafes in which a fubjeét of this 
country might offend againft the law 
of nations, notwithftanding which 
his punifhment, inftead of being ta- 
ken up by the fovereign power of 
the ftate, muft be delegated to our 
judicial or criminal tribunals; and 
yet it would be deemed abfurd, that 
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a refufal on our part to violate the 
a; by with-holding inftant and 
exemplary punifhmen t, fhould 
deemed an aggreflion fafhcier ft to 
juttity hoitilities againtt Us ty the 
complaining p: ATV. As to what \ 
called a treaty between the States- 
general of the United Provinees and 
the United States of Ametica, his 
grace till contended, that ir never 
could be confidered as fuch with the 
leaft reafon or p ‘opriety. It was at 
moft no more than a plan, or project, 
conditional in its frame, and, as ex- 
perience had fince prov ed, nugatory 
In Its confey! riences. It never wasa 
treaty ; it mever was authenti icated 
even as a 1 project or treaty in em- 
brio, within the knowledge and 
confent of the refpective principals : 
nor had fince, fo long as trom Sep- 
tember, 1778, to that d: ay, been 
contirmed or recognized. He la- 
mented, in very warm terms, the 
alarming and perilous fituation of 
this count: y,w hich was driven into 
acontett with the three moft formid- 
able maritime powers of Europe. 
The miniftry feemed determined to 
ri{que all ; they were grown defpe- 
rate ; and, by driving every thing 
to extremity, vainly imagined, thar, 
in the midft of furrounding cala- 
mity, and national diftrefs, their 
crimes or ignorance would be for- 
gotten, or overlooked. They had 
the modefty to preach up unanimity, 
and to claim confidenc ‘e, When almott 
every fuccee‘ing day afforded fome 
freth inttance of their fatal igno- 
rance and mifchtevous incapacity. 

His grace farther remarked, chat 
the noble fcret: ary of ftate, though 
he refuled to vive any information 
totheirlor \thip ,cxcepting what they 
might derive from the partial ex- 
tracts laid before the houfe, acknow- 
ledged the exiitence of another fpe : 
cies of information, He had refer- 
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red their lordthips to the Dutch ga- 
zeties, qT iis Was a language he ne- 
ver before he ard ufed in parliament. 
It was, ind ed, treating their lord- 
fhips v tha devree of haughtinefs or 
contem it almoft intole rable, He 
ventured tv fry, that there were 
fome of their lordthips who never 
read a Dutch eazette, and man 
who did, attended ver ry little to the 
contents. Jtowever that might be, 
he never expected to hear it gravely 
recommended to the great council of 
the nation, by a minitler in high 
office, and in great truft and confi- 
dence with his fovereicn, that they 
fhould perufe the Dutch gazettes, 
as the only document neceflary to 
enible them to advife their fove- 
reign, when called upon by him at 
a molt critical and Important pe- 
riod. The noble vifcount referred 
their lordfhips to a fource of infor- 
marion, to which he probably never 
reforted himfelf: for it might be 
preiumed, that he was like his noble 
uncle, the chief juitice of the king’s 
bench, who, as it was well known, 
from his own declaration, never 
read a news-paper. His grace add- 
ed, that he had not heard a fingle 
argument advanced, which did not 
convince him, that the whole of the 
correfpondence between the Britifh 
cabinet and the States-general ought 
to be laid betore that houfe, in order 
to enable their lordthips to come to 
fuch a decifion upon the fubject be- 
fore them, as flrould be founded in 
juftice and good policy. He, there- 
fore, moved, thet inttead of the ad- 
drefs moved for by the noble fecre- 
tary of ftate, which ar leaft ought to 
be po rp vd, ** an humbk addrefs 
fhouid be pr {ented to his mayje ity, 
that lie would be gracioutly ple: afed 
to cive orders, a it there fhould be 
forthwith laid belo re that houle co- 
pics of all the treat ics lately fubfitfe 
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66 B R I 
ing between Great Britain and the 
fates of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, and alfo of the correfpond- 
ence between his majefty’s minifters, 
and his late ambaflador at the 
Hague, and of all memorials, requi- 
fitions, manifeftoes, onfwers, and 
other papers which have paffed be- 
tween the two courts, as far as they 
relate in any refpect to the prefent 
rupture, or to any mifunderftand- 
ing, or complaints, which have ex- 
ifted between the two nations fince 
the commencement of hoitilities be- 
tween Great Britain and the pro- 
vinces ot North America. 
The duke ot Chandos, after pro- 
nouncing a very higheulogium onthe 
vuublic and private virtues of his ma- 
jetty, and declaring his good opinion 
ot the laudable intentions of his mi- 
nifters, though they had nor always 
been attended with fuceefs, raid, that 
he mott heaitily approved of he {pirit 


and vigour which manitettly dictated 
the meatures wgaintt Holland. He 
made no doutt, that it would be 
productive of more than one falurary 
efic&. Befides difarming a pretend- 
ed triend, but concealed enemy, 
trom carrying their taithlets and de- 


Cru@ive fchemes into execution, it 
would convince our open focs of the 
fixed determination and magnani- 
mity of this couutry, though fur- 
Trout ded by a holt of tor S, and con- 
tending for her rightful dominion 
over fo great a holy of her own un- 
natural and rebellious fubjects. He 
acknowleged, that our fituation was 
critical ard perilous, and that oppor- 
tunities might have been lot: but it 
was too late to take a retrofpect ; 
gnd nothine now remained to be 
done, but to call forth the whole re 
fource th of the country, 
and employ them ¢ fectually againft 
our enemes. Havine entertained 
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sive his negative to the motion made 
a the noble duke, and his heart 
aftirmative to the addrefs originall 
moved in anfwer to his majetty’s 
meflage. 

The earl of Shelburne arraigned, 
in very ftrong terms, the whole con- 
duct of adminittration re{pecting 
Holland ; aud obferved, that it was 
not in the power of the States-gene. 
ral to give a clear and fpecific an. 
{wer to fir Jofeph Yorke’s memorial; 
nor even to give a ptomife to punith 
or redrefS any grievance which might 
have been occafioned by the condué 
of a perfon or perfons amenable to 
the provincial ftates of Holland only, 
and exclufiv'y anfwerable to the lo- 
cal tribunals within that particular 
jurifdiction. In the reign of king 
William, when that prince was at 
war with France, though he was 
king of England, and ftadtholder of 
the United Provinces, he was re- 
peatedly informed, that feveral of 
the fubjects of Ifolland correfpond- 
ed with his enemies, and fupplied 
France fecretly with military ttores 
for carrying on the war. He con- 
plained, in his couble capacity, as 
hing and tiadtholder, but was ob- 
iced to ft down contented, without 
obtaining redrefs. Nay more, he 
once got a packet into his hands di- 
rected to fame of the principal trai- 
tors, who were burgomafters, and 
was obliced, in his magiftratical 
character, to lay it unopened before 
the States-general, who, after the 
tulleit evidence of the fa&t, fuffered 
the whole to pafs away unnoticed, 
without even cenfure, much lefs pit- 
nifhment, or public difavowal. But 
the Britth miniftry feemed to be 
totally ignorant, of what was known 
to all the world befides, that Hol- 
land was a ftate compoted of mer- 
chants, whofe great view was to 
promote and extend their er 
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ghd that acts, which in other céun- 
tries would be deemed of a very hei- 
pous and puniihable nature, were 
confidered in Holland as venial 
offences. Sovereign {tates were often 
extremely ignorant of the mun + 
cipal laws and internal regulations 
which prevailed in other govern- 
ments; and it fhould be remember- 
ed, that the government of Holland 
in particular was one of the moft in- 
tricate and complicated in its move- 
ments that ever exifted. His lord- 
{hip farther remarked, that it had 
been the policy of the moit able and 
honett ftatefinen of whichthis coun- 
try ever boafted, to cultivate not 
only alliances, and to form connec- 
tions with Holland, but alfo the 
moft intimate confidence and friend- 
fhip. But far different had been the 
conduct of the prefent adminiftra- 
tion. In a time of the moft profound 
peace between the two ftates, allied 
by treaty, friendfhip, and common 
intereft, without any hoftile appear- 
ance or preparation on the part of 
Holland, the Britifh cabinet had re- 
folved to feize all Dutch fhips, whe- 
ther of private or public property, 
and immediately to confifcate them ; 
and what was worfe than all, a com- 
mandment was given to render the 
municipal tribunals the inftruments 
of legalizing an act, which was 
equally repugnant to every law now 
exiiting in the written codes, cur- 
rent, or of authority, throughout 
Europe. We had wantonly engaged 
in a war with Holland, without fuf- 
ficiently confidering how formidable 
anenemy that republic might pro- 
bably become. The Dutch, though 
a2 commercial, were neverthelefs a 
determined and courageous people. 
They had ever oppofed tyranny, in 
every fhape in which it had thewn 
ittclf; and, perhaps, in their firft 
ftruggles againft Spanifh cruelty, 
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and Spanifh oppreffion, they mani- 
fefted proofs of magnanimity, cou- 
rage, and heroifm, not furpafled, if 
equalled, by the moft celebrated 
and renowned nations of antiquity, 
or of modern times. The Dutch 
had already acceded to the armed 
neutrality in due form, by their mi- 
nifters fent to the court of Peterf- 
burgh for that purpofe; and the 
emprefs in due form had acce 
of their acceflion. So that befides 
France, Spain, America, and Hol- 
land, we might probably have Ruf- 
fia, and in due time all the other 
members of the armed neutrality, 
to contend with. Even Portugal 
began to fhew a difpofition extremely 
untavourable to our interefts, and 
there was reafon to believe that fhe 
would, in the end, prove as inimi- 
cal as the reft: which would bring 
us into a predicament hitherto un- 
exampled, that of not having a fingle 
port open to us from Gibraltar to the 
North Pole. As to the pretended 
treaty betweenHolland and America, 
which was urged as the principal 
reafon for commencing hotftilities 
againit Holland, it was no more 
than a project to be hereafter entered 
into, and was befides conditional, or 
contingent. It was only to have effect 
upon a future event ; namely, if the 
confederated ftates of America fhould 
hereafter be declared independent 
by the powers of Europe. But even 
if it had been authenticated and con- 
firmed by the States-general of the 
United Provinces, it could not in 
any light be confidered as an aggref- 
fion, at leait not fuch an agyreffion 
as would juftify the commencement 
of hoftilitics on our part. In every 
view, the condué& of the miniftry 
had been as repugnant to juftice as 
to found policy, and was only cal- 
culated to bring calamity and ruin 
on the nation. 

F 2 The 


48 BRITIS 

The chancellor contended, that the 
only queition before the houfe was, 
whether the motion made by the no- 
bie fecretary of tate, being a propof- 
ed addrefs in anfwer to his majetty’s 
meilage, or the motion made by the 
noble duke for additional informa- 
tion to be laid before the houfe, 
fhould firit receive the approbation 
of their lordthips. | Now tn point of 
precedent, he believed that there 
Was not a fingle initance in the re- 
cords of parliament, in which any 
other matter was permitted to be in- 
troduced between the anfwer to a 
royal meflage and the determination 
ot the houte upon its contents. It 
appeared, as tar as he could learn, 
that no precedent exiited to the con- 
trary, but that the cuftom or ufage 
of parliament had at all times, and 
upon every occafion, given this de- 
cided preference to intimations, met- 
fages, and communications from the 
throne. It had been faid, thar the 
documents, now laid betore the 
houfe, were not fuch as juftified the 
meafures againit Holland; confe- 
queatly, that cicher other papers 
ought to be laid betore the houfe, 
to iatisfy their lordthips that the 
real tacts and trantactions juttihed 
the meafure;: or, that the meti- 
fage, upon the documents fub- 
mitted to the houre, was not fueh 
as entitled 1 to the concurrence of 
their lordthips. It was fuppofed, 
that the papers being deficient, the 
whole matter would vlumately be 
decided upon, thould their lordthips 
how content to acree to the addrefs : 
and that thofe noble lords who dif- 
approved ot the meafures againtt 
Hollan l, as vrounded upon the 
papers nwilad betore them, would 
hereatter be tor ever precluded, or 
barred from giving any opinion up- 
on the fubject, being bound by the 
forms ot ' arliament to the approba- 
toa of th prefent meafure, though 
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not juitificd by the documents now 
laid before them. But the fuppo. 
fition was not well grounded: for 
every noble lord who thought the 
information now laid before the houfe 
detective or incomplete, would be 
as much at liberty to move for far. 
ther information, as if he had never 
given a vote on the fubject. He 
would neither be precluded, nor 
bound by his vote of that day ; but 
might, as foon as the prefent quef- 
tion was difpoted of, or at any fue 
ture, or more fit and convenient 
time, rife and move for any papers 
he thought proper. On the — 
therefore, of eitablithed ufage, an 

uninterrupted precedent, the cham 
cellor faid, he fhould oppofe cen- 
curring in the motion made by the 
noble duke, or giving it a preference 
to an addrefs moved in anfwer tog 
roval meflage. It was a refpect due 
to the crown which had never been 
refuted. Ifthe noble duke’s quef- 
tion were carried, it would imply, 
thac it was the fenfe of that houfe, 
that his ma-{ty had exercifed his 
prerogative ot declaring war without 


uit caufe; or, if he had ajuft caufe, 


had declined to inform their lord- 
fhips of his real motives; either of 
which, i» his opinion, would be 
extremely indecent and improper. 
But, independently of thefe confi- 
derations, he endeavoured to prove, 
that the papers laid before the houte 
afforded fufficient evidence of the 
propriety of the meafures taken 
againit Holland, ‘and that the w hole 
proceedings of adminiftration in 
that refpect were perfectly jutiif- 
able. Inthe courfe of his {peech 
the chancellor lamented the indif- 
criminate cenfures, and the many 
reflections, which i¢ was now  be- 
come cuftomary to throw out in that 
house againit the adminittration, 
Which tended to involve govern 
ment in a general odium, and of 
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courfe toadd embarraffinents to thofe 
which vaturally attend every go- 
vernmpent in time of war, and this 
in particular, | now labouring under 

culiar circumftances of difficulty 
and diftrefs, fuch perhaps as were 
never before experienced by any 
other nation. 

Lord Camden remarked, that the 
chancellor, under the idea ot bring- 
ing the queftion within a narrow 
compafs, trad reduced it to a mere 
que ‘Kon of order, out of which he 
had endeavoured entirely to exclude 
the formal, as well as fubitantial 
merits of the fubje¢t matter of de- 
bate. The whole butinefs, it feem- 
ed, was merely a point relative to 
the regularity of the proceedings ot 
their lor dthips, whether the addrets 
moved by the noble fecretary of 
fiate fhould be adopted, or a nega 
tive be put upon the motion silted 
by the noble duke. This was a cu- 
rious method of coming to a decilion 
upon any queftion, and upon every 
queftion : the moit important na- 
tional objects which could come un- 
der the difcuffion of their lordfhips, 
were to be difregarded, and to be 
kept out of fight, that they might 

cinploy themfelves in dull, ‘tedious, 
and fophittical debates on the regu. 
larity, or pretended regularity, of 
their proceedings. But he begged 
their lordfhips to look a little tar- 
ther, and to turn their attention 
from mere words to things. His 
majetty’s minifters had advifed a de- 
claration of war; or, which was in 
fubftance the fame thing, a mani- 
tito, accompanied with orders for 
ifuine letters of m: arque and repri- 
fals: they farther advifed his ma- 
icity to communicate this to his par- 
liament : but for whar purpote was 
this done ? They were not to deli 
berate, or to feek any farther infor- 
mation, They were implicitly, 
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without hefitatrion, doubt, or in- 
quiry, to echo back the very 


words of the meflage, in almott 
totidem werbis, and containing in 
all its parts, the moft full and 
unreterved approbation of the mea- 
fure, thus communicated. To do 
otherwife, they were informed, 
would be indecent, and = difre- 
fpectful to the fovercign., But, in 
his opinion, the higheft infult was 
offered to their lordfhips, when they 
were required to render this im- 
plicit affent to the conduct ot admi- 
niftration, and to give a formal ap- 
probation of meatures which they 
were told it was indecent to difcufs. 
But they were acqu: ainted, as fome 
kind of confolation to them, that, 
atter the addrefs fhould be agreed to, 
they might then centrovert the jul- 
tice and expediency ot what t ey 
had before approved of, for form’s 
fake. Could any thing be more ab- 
furd? War had been denounced 
againit the republic of Holland dur- 
ing the recefs of parliament ; andif 
parliament, nape being made ace 
quainted with i approved of the 
meafure, they oeldaanddll bound 
the mielves, and the people of Great 
Britain, to all the confeque nces of 
{tate of hotlility with a powerful 
nation. 
As to what was called the treaty 
between Holland and the United 
States of America, his lordfhip  re- 
marked, that nothing had been 
urged, either in the fhape of taét or 
argument, which tended to fhew, 
that any one tlep had been taken by 
the governing or any fubordinate 
power in Holland, w hich betrayed, 
either directly or indirectly, any in- 
tention in the States- -general of am 
hoftile nature ; that they knew any 
thing of the intrigues of Van Ber- 
kel; much lefs had determined to 
rarity and confirm, as an act of the 
F 3 fovercign, 
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fovereign, what had probably been 
the mere unauthorized act of Van 
Berkel himfelf, fupported by fome 
of the magiftrates ot the city of Am- 
fterdam, who were well known to 
be in the French intereft. But fup- 
pofing, fo far as the treaty went, 
that ig was a complete one; beture 
any cogclufion was drawn, he 
thought it behoved thofe who were 
periuaded of its completion, to point 
out how fag it did operate, and the 
erfons whom it was meres fe 
bind, or could bind. Did it bind 
the ftate, or republic? He believed 
no perfon would venture to afivm 
that it did. Did it even bind the 
province of Holland ? That yet 
remained to be proved, Who then 


did it bind? For aughg that he 
could Jearn, from any thing that ap- 

ared to the contrary, it peither 
did or could bind any other perfons, 
but merely the contracting parties 
whofe names were figned to the 


inftrument. 

His lordfhip then proceeded to re- 
mark, how different the conduct of 
the late carl of Chatham had been 
from that of the prefent adininifira- 
tion. In the very zenith of his 
power, in the fluth of victory, 
that great fjatefinan had many and 
ftrong pretences, if not real provo- 
cations, tor employing the then ir- 
refiitible force of this country again t 
the property and poffeffions of the 
Seven Unjted Provinces. But he 
was too wife and magnanimous. He 
judicioutly qualified the claims of 
this country, as well as fet limits to 
the unreatonable demands of that 
republic. He acted with modera- 
tion, refolution, firmnefs, and juf- 
tice. He had not only Holland to 
manage, but the northern kingdoms, 
who were at the time, independently 
of the extreme jealoufy of the naval 
pewer of Great Britain, rather ini- 
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mically inclined towards us, par, 
cularly Rufha and Sweden ; 
amidit a variety of difficulties, many 
adverfe views, and contending inte. 
refts, lord Chatham, by his addref 
and abilities, always avoided a ry 
ture with thofe powers, or with 
Holland. But the prefent miniftry 
never took any proper methods to 
be upon good terms with that r. 
public. On the contrary, before 
the commencement of hoftilities with 
France or Spain, they ordered out 
ambatlador at the Hague to prefent 
a moit infolent memorial to the 
States-general, containing threats of | 
a moft unprecedented nature, when | 
addrefled to an independent ftate of 7 
any defcription ; but when addreffed — 
to an ally, to the latt degree provok. 
ing, arrogant, and indecent. It — 
was to this memorial, more than to 
any other circumftance whatever, 
that all the fubfequent condudof — 
the republic might be attributed, If 7 


there was a Gallo-American fattion 
in Holland, that faction owed jts 
very exiftence to the conduct of the 


Britith adminiftration. It was their 
arrogance and infolence which had 
fupplied food for difcontent, and fur- 
nifhed arguinents to the (ecret and 
open friends of France in the republic, 
to inflame the minds of their fellow. 
fubjects againft the government and | ~ 


people of Great Britain, and to ag- | © 


gravate any part of our condutt, | 
fo as to perfuade the Hollander, 
that the infults and affronts daily 
put upon them, tended to eftablihh 
an univerfal dominion on the ocean, 
and to lead to refirictions upon com- 
merce, fuited to the interefts and 
well known ambition of the Englift 
nation, who could bear no rival in 
trade, and who would, fhould fhe 
prevail in her prefent conteft with 
America, derive fuch an accumula 
tion of naval force, as to enable het 
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to give law to the whole world on 
that element. His lordihip added, 
that, upon confidering the provoca- 
cations given on our a to Holland, 
and the condud of that republic un- 
der thofe repeated infults, and the 
nature of the connexion between this 
country and the Seven United Pro- 
yinces, together with the ruinous 
confequences that might be the re- 
fult of a war between them, he was 
of opinion, that the manifefto againtt 
Holland ought not to receive the 
fanction of their aerate till 
{tronger evidence were produced of 
the necefliry, juftice, and policy of 
that meafure ; and that if no better 
grounds of hoftility fhould be the re- 
{ult of a more particular inquiry, 
that parliament would be bound to 
order immediate reparation and {fa- 
tisfaction to be given for the injury 
already fuftained by Holland, and 
of courfe that an end fhould be put 
to the farther profecution of hofti- 
lities. 

Lord Bathurft threw out fome 
fevere reflections on the conduct and 
motives of the lords in oppofition to 
adminiftration; and was anfwered 
by the duke of Richmond in a very 
pointed and farcaftic manner. After 
fome farther debate, his grace’s mo- 
tion was rejected by a majority of 84 
to1g; and the addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, moved for by lord Stormont, 
was agreed to by the houfe. Two 
protetts were entered in the journals, 
gaed by the principal lords in op- 
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pofition, in which the precipitation, 
injuftice, and total want of policy, 
which appeared in the proceedings 
againit Holland, were ttrongly and 
feverely cen{ured. 

On the rit of February, a motién 
was made in the houfe of commons 
by Mr. Fox, that it fhould be re- 
folved by that houfe, “ that the ap- 
pointment of fir Hugh Pallifer to be 
governor of Greenwich Hofpiral, at- 
ter he had been declared guilty of 
having preferred a malicious and 
ill-grounded accufation againft his 
commanding officer, by the fen- 
tence of a court-martial, was a 
meafure totally fubverfive of the 
difcipline, and derogatory to the 
honour of the navy” In the 
courle of the debate which took 
place on this occafion, it was con- 
tended, that the appointment com- 
plained of was an infult to the 
navy, and calculated to introduce 
mutiny and diforder into the fleet ; 
and it was remarked of the court- 
martial on fir Hugh Pallifer’s own 
trial, and by whch he was ac- 
quitted, that one of the members of 
it was his nephew, and that three of 
the other members were officers of 
the Blue fquadron, and, if there 
had been guilt found, would have 
been implicated in that guilt. Lord 
North vindicated the promotion of 
fir Hugh Pallifer, and the latter en- 
deavoured to vindicate his own con- 
duct, The motion was rejected by a 
majority of 214 to 149. 
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Eaft India affairs. Difcontents occafioned in India by the F Rablifoment of 
the Supreme Court of Fudicaiure at Calcutta, and by the catenfive Turif. 
difion affumed by the ‘Judges of that Court. The Diregiors of the Eap 
India Company exhibit a Complaint againft the Condu? of the Judges to the 
Secretary of State. A Petition againfh that Court, Srom a Number of the 
Britifh Inhabitants of Bengal, Bahar, and Oviffa, prefented to the Hoje 
of Commons. A Petition prefented to that Heuje from the Governor-general 
and fome of the Council af Bengal, complaining of the Condudi of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, rating that they had been obliged to refijl ihe 
Proceedings of the Judges by a military Foree, and foliciting that an A& of 
Parliament might be pajfid to indemnify them againfi all the legal Conf. 
guences of their Refi ance to that Court. Remarkable Decifions of the Sue 
preme Court. Cafe of Nunde.mar. !atna Canfe. Extraordinary Pro- 

ceedings of the Officers of the Supreme Court, in attempting to extend its 

Furifdiction. Petition from the Natives of Bengal to bis Maye/!y againft 

the Supreme Court. Debate 1m the Houle of Commons on a Motion made ty 

General Smith, to appoint a@ Seled? Committee to take into Confideration the 


Petitions agains the Supreme Court in indias 


T is now neceflary that we fhould 

turn the attention of our readers 
to fome events in the Eait Indies, 
which were of fuch a nature as to be 
very important in their confequences 
to the interefts of the Englith Eatt 
India company, and which by de- 


grees became a frequent fubject of 


difeuffion in the Brith parhamentr. 
But in order to throw fome light 
upon thefe tranfactions, it will be 
proper to mention feveral events, 
which happened before that period 
which is the more immediate object 
of our hiftory. It was a fingular and 
extraordinary circumitance, that, 
in the year 1765, the Eaft India 
company, a body of Englifh mer- 
chants, became matters of the terri- 
torial revenues and poffeffions of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, three 
ot the richeit provinces of the Mo- 
gul’s empire, and which are fuppof- 
ed to contain more than ten mil- 
Bons of inbabitants. ‘The important 


truft of governing thefe great and 
newly acquired dominions was com- 
mitted to the company’s fervants 
who were upon the fpot, fome of 
whom were rath and inconfiderate, 
and others of them profligate and 
rapaciouse Many enormines were 
therefore committed, and the inha- 
bitants of thefe provinces had abun- 
dant reafon to complain of injuftice 
and oppretlion. Some, however, of 
the Katt India company’s fervants 
behaved in a very different manner, 
and difplayed great integrity and hu- 
manity, Regulations were adopted 
fot the better government of thefe 
provinces, and councils of revenue 
were eftablifhed in the different di- 
ftri¢ts. "The ableit of the company’s 
fervants were felected to prefide 
jointly in matters of revenue ; and 
each in rotation, aflitted by the cau- 
zees, or cadics, and mutties, the 
ancient eftablifhed magittrates of the 
country, were appointed to difpente 
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‘uftice to the natives. Mr. Haflings, 
who was at that time prefident, and 
who had a high reputation tor abili- 
tics and integrity, and for his know- 
ledge of the cufloms and manners ot 
the country, drew up a fet of regu- 
lations ter thefe two important de- 
pertments. By degrees many abufes 
were removed, and greater order 
and tranquility appeared in the 
country. But the iniquities that 
ad bce: practited by many indivi- 
duals in India, and the mmmente 
fortune which had been acquired by 
injuftice and rapacity, had now.ex- 
cited the attention of the people of 
England, and it was thought necef- 
fary that parliament fhould inter- 
fere. Accordingly in 177°, an act 
was pafled, ** tor eftablithing cer- 
tain rules and orders for the figure 
management of the affairs ot the 
Eaft India company, as well in In- 
dia as in Europe.” In this act, 
among other regulations, it was 
enacted, that the mayor’s court of 
Calcutta, which had been originally 
eftablithed by the authority of the 
Eaft India company, fhould tor the 
future be confined to {mall mercan 
tile caufes; and that a new court 
fhould be eftablifhed, confifting of 
a chiet juftice, and three puifne 
judges ; and that thefe judges fhould 
be appointed by the crown. It was 
alfo enacted, thata fuperiority fhould 
be given to the dines ot Bengal 
over the other prefidencies in India. 
The falaries of the judges were fix- 
ed, at 8oool. per annum to the 
chiet juflice, and 60001. to each of 
the other three. In confequence of 
this act, fir Elijah Impey, as chief 
juftice, who was knighted upon the 
occation, and three other judges, fet 
fail for India in the year 1774. 
They were invefted with great pow- 
ers; they hadthetitle of his majefty’s 
lupreme court of judicature in that 
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country ; they had civil law, com- 
mon law, ecclefiattical, admiralty, 
and criminal jurifdi¢tion ; they were 
empowered to try Europeans on pers 
fonal actions, and to aflefe damages 
without a jury; and, to prevent 
any Europeans trom eluding jultice, 
under colour ot employing natives 
in the commiffion ot their crimes, 
every native, directly or indireétly 
in their fervice, or in that of the 
company, was to be made fubject 
to the jurifdiction of this court like 
wile. 

Great expectations were formed 
of the benetits which would refult 
from the eftablifhment of this court 
of judicature. But thofe who were 
moit acquainted with the country, 
and its inhabitants, were from the 
firtt of a contrary opinion; and it 
appeared in the event that their 
opinion was the belt founded. The 
views with which this court was 
cilablifhed were, to preferve the 
commerce and revenues of the com- 
pany from depredation, by fubject- 
ing its fervants to the controul of 
the court; to relieve the fubjedt 
from oppreffion, by facilitating the 
means of redrefs; and finally, to 
etiablith a fixed, latting, and regular 
courfe of jullice for the permanent 
fecurity of liberty and property. 
But initead of framing a new code 
o! laws for this inflitation, the Eng- 
lifh laws were introduced in their 
full extent, and with all their con. 
fequences, without any reftriction 
or modification whatever, to ac- 
commodate them to the climate and 
manners of Afia; without any re 
gard to religious inftitutions, or lo- 
cal habits, or to the influence of 
other laws handed down from the 
remoreli antiquity, and fixed inthe 
hearts of the people. The Englith 
laws were tran{planted entire into 
the oppolite quarter of the globe, 
ie 
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turn the attention of our readers 
to fome events in the Eaitt Indies, 
which were of fuch a nature as to be 
very important in their confequences 
to the interefts of the Englith Eatt 
India company, and which by de- 
grees became a frequent fubject of 
difcuffion in the Brituhh parliament. 
But in order to throw fome light 
upon thefe tranfactions, it will be 
proper to mention feveral events, 
which happened before that period 
which is the more immediate object 
of our hiftory. It was a fingular and 
extraordinary circumitance, that, 
in the year 1765, the Eaft India 
company, a body of Englith mer- 
chants, became matters of the terri- 
torial revenues and pofleffions of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, three 
ot the richett provinces of the Mo- 
gul’s empire, and which are fuppof- 
ed to contain more than ten mil- 
Yons of inbabitants. “The important 


| T is now neceflary that we fhould 


truft of governing thefe great and 
newly acquired dominions was com- 
mitted to the company’s fervants 
who were upon the fpot, fome of 
whom were rafh and inconfiderate, 
and others of them profligate and 
rapaciouse Many enormines were 
therefore committed, and the inha- 
bitants of thefe provinces had abun- 
dant reafon to complain of injuftice 
and oppreflion. Some, however, of 
the Eaft India company’s fervants 
behaved in a very different manner, 
and difplayed great integrity and hu- 
manity, Regulations were adopted 
fot the better government of thefe 
provinces, and councils of revenue 
were eftablifhed in the different di- 
ftriéts. ‘The ableit of the company’s 
fervants were feleéted to prefide 
jointly in matters of revenue ; and 
each in rotation, aflitted by the cau- 
zees, or cadics, and muttics, the 
ancient eftablifhed magiftrates of the 
country, were appointed to difpente 
juftice 
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‘uftice to the natives. Mr. Haflings, 
who was at that time prefident, and 
who had a high reputation tor abili- 
tics and integrity, and for his know- 
ledge of the cufloms and manners of 
the country, drew up a iet of regu- 
lations fer thefe two important de- 
partments. By degrees many abufes 
were removed, and greater order 
and tranquility appeared in the 
country. But the imquites that 
had bee practiied by many indivi- 
duals in India, and the immente 
fortune which had been acguired by 
injuftice and rapacity, had now,ex- 
cited the attention of the people of 
England, and it was thought necef- 
fary that parliament fhould inter- 
fere. Accordingly in 177, an act 
was pailed, “ tor eftablifhing cer- 
tain rules and orders for the ture 
management of the affairs ot the 
Eaft India company, as well in In- 
dia as in Europe.” In this act, 
among other regulations, it was 
enacted, that the mayor’s court of 
Calcutta, which had been originally 
eftablithed by the authority of the 
Fatt India company, fhould tor the 
future be confined to fmall mercan.- 
tile caufes; and that a new court 
fhould be eftablifhed, confifting of 
a chief juftice, and three puifne 
judges ; and that thefe judges fhould 
be appointed by the crown. It was 
alfo ena¢ted, that a fuperiority fhould 
be given to the prefidency of Bengal 
over the other prefidencies in India. 
The falaries of the judges were fix- 
ed, at 8oool. per annum to the 
chief juftice, and 6oo0ol. to each of 
the other three. In confequence of 
this act, fir Elijah Impey, as chief 
juftice, who was knighted upon the 
occalion, and three other judges, fet 
fail for India in the year 1774. 
They were invefted with great pow- 
ers; they hadthe title of his majefty’s 
tupreme court of judicature in that 





country ; they had civil law, com- 
mon law, ecclefiattical, admiralty, 
and criminal jurifdi¢tion ; they were 
empowered to try Europeans on per- 
fonal actions, and to aflefe damages 
without a jury; and, to prevent 
any Europeans from eluding juitice, 
under colour ot employing natives 
in the commiffion ot their crimes, 
every native, directly or indireétly 
in their fervice, or in that of the 
company, was to be made fubject 
to the jurifdiction of this court like- 
wile. 

Great expectations were formed 
of the benefits which would refult 
from the eftablifiment of this court 
of judicature. But thofe who were 
moit acquainted with the country, 
and its inhabitants, were from the 
firtt of a contrary opinion; and it 
appeared in the event that their 
opinion was the beft founded. The 
views with which this court was 
eilablithed were, to preferve the 
commerce and revenues of the com- 
pany from depredation, by fubject- 
ing its fervants to the controul of 
the court; to relieve the fubjed 
from oppreffion, by facilitating the 
means of redrefs; and finally, to 
etiablith a fixed, lating, and regular 
courfe of juftice for the permanente 
fecurity of liberty and property. 
But inftead of framing a new code 
of laws for this inflitution, the Eng- 
lifh laws were intreduced in their 
full extent, and with all their con- 
fequences, without any reftriction 
or modification whatever, to ac- 
commodate them to the climate and 
manners of Afia; without any re 
gard to religious inftitutions, or lo- 
cal habits, or to the influence of 
other laws handed down from the 
remorcfi antiquity, and fixed inthe 
hearts ot the people. The Englith 
laws were tranfplanted entire into 
the oppolite quarter of the globe, 
to 
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to be adminiflered by judges edu- 
cated under them, and wholly un- 
uainted with the religion, cha- 
air, or manners of the people over 
whom they wereappointed to prefide. 
From the firft arrival of the judges 
in Bengal, they were engaged in 
frequent contefts with the majority 
of the council, and appear to have 
laboured to extend their jurifdiction 
far beyond what was intended by 
the Britifh parliament. Complaints 
of their conduct were frequently 
tran{mitted to England from the fer- 
vants of the Eaft India compiny ; 
and in confequence of theie repre- 
fentations, on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 1777, the directors of the com- 
pany fenta letter to lord Weymouth, 
fecretary of late for the fouthern 
department, in which they ttated, 
that the fupreme court in India had 
extended its jurifdiction to perfons 
whom it did not appear to have been 
the intentin of the king or parlia- 
ment to fubmit to its authority ; 
that it had taken cognizance of mat- 
ters, both originally and pending 
the fuir, the exclutive cognizance 
of which, they conceived it to have 
been the intention of the king and 
parliament to leave to other courts ; 
that the judges confidered the cri- 
minal law of England as in force, 
and binding, upon the natives of 
Bengal, though utterly repugnant 
to the laws and cuftoms by which 
they had formerly been governed ; 
that the jurifdiction excreifed by the 
fupreme court was incompatible with 
the powers given by parliament to 
the governor-general and council, 
obttructed the adminiftration of go- 
vernment, and tended to alienate 
the minds of the natives ; and, as it 
was feared, would prevent the eitab- 
hdment of the government ot that 
country on any fettied or permanent 
teundation. 


The Britifh judges were atteaded 


BRITISH AND 


to India by a number of advengy. 
rers, who were allured by the 

of enriching themfelves under 
new eltablifhment. Some of them 
were of the loweft fort of people, 
and perfons whoie vices or extraya. 
gance had rendered it very inconve. 
nient tor them to live in England, 
and who could find no refuge from 
di‘lrefs but in a flight to the other 
end of the globe. Many of them 
were enrolled among the domettics 
of the judges, or became their im. 
mediate dependants ; and, upon 
their srrival in Bengal, were per 
mitted to aflume the characters of 
attorneys, court officers. under thee 
riffs, and bailiffs. One. of thefe, 
who been clerk to one ot the puifne 
judges, was afterwards made attor- 
ney, proctor, matler extraordinary 
in chancery, and under-fheriff ; and 
acted in this four-fold capacity at 
one and‘ the fame time in Dacca, 


Thefe inferior practifers ot the law | 


found it for their intereft to promote 
fuits in the fupreme court as much 
as poflible, a with that view ope 
rated upon the ignorance and credu- 
lity of the natives with great induttry, 
and fome of them with great addrels, 
The conduct of the fupreme court 
continued to increafe the difcontents 
both of the Britith fubjects, and of 
the natives ; and, indeed, fome re 
markuble decifions of fir Elijah Im- 
pey, and his brother judges, have 
fufficiently fhewn, that, if they 
were not actuated by any arbitrary, 
or other improper views, they wert 
under the influence of very narrow 
pene ; that their profeffionsl 
’igotry was carried to the utmof 
extremity: and that they were to 
tally deitirute of thofe liberal and 
enlarged views, which might have 
been expected from men appoin 
by high authority, to adminiftet 
juftice in fo remote a quarter of the 
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- On the 4th of December, 1780, 
a petition 2 eas the fu reme court 
from a number of the Britifh inha- 
bitants of Bengal, Bahar, and O- 
riffa, was prefented to the houfe of 
commons. The petitioners com- 
plained of the indifcriminate man- 
per in which the judges of the {u- 
reme court attempted to exercife 
the Englifh laws in that country, 
at the Fame time that thefe very 
judges refufed to Britith fubjects the 
benefit of trial by jury in civil cafes, 
They appealed to the humanity of 
the Britith parliament, and befoughe 
them ‘ to reflect on the innumerable 
hardfhips which mutt enfuc, and 
the univerfal confufion which mutt 
be occafioned, as well to perfonal 
rights as to private and public pro- 
perty, by giving to the voluminous 
and intricate laws of England a 
boundlefs retrofpective power in the 
snidit of Afia, and by an application 
of thofe laws, made for the freeit 
and moft enlightened people on 
earth, the principle of whofe confti- 
tution was founded on virtue and li- 
berty, to tranfactions with the na- 
tives ot India, who had from time 
immemorial lived under a defpotic 
government, eftablifhed on fear and 
reftraint.” And they earneftly call- 
ed upon the parliament to confider, 
‘* what mut be the fears, what 
muft be the terrors of individuals, 
to find their titles to property, 
their tranfactions and engagements 
with the natives, previous to the 
eftablifiment of the court of judi- 
cature, tried by the ftandard of 


~~ law, and by men educated 
under its forms, and unavoidably 
imbibing its prejudices; when no 
fuch laws could be known to, or 
practifed by, natives or Europeans 
then refiding in the country ; and 
at atime too when few or no perfons 
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of legal knowledge were in the coun- 
try to aifift or advife them.” 

The petitioners farther declared, 
** that they conceived, that no ty- 
ranny could be more dreadful in its 
Operations, or more fatal in its con- 
fequences, than that a court eftab- 
lifhed by law, with all the authorit 
of one of the firft courts in England, 
fhould alfo poflefs undefined powers 
and jurifdiction, of which the judges 
of it were the fole interpreters, and 
under no controul but at the im- 
menfe diftance of the mother coun- 
try. Yet fuch was the fituation of 
the Britith fubjects in Bengal : they 
were placed within the reach of this 
two-cdved weapon, furrounded with 
the toils and pittulls of the law, in a 
country where perjury was almoft a 
protefion, unknowing where they 
might reit in fafery : for the judges 
of the fupreme court could at plea- 
fure determine on the denomination 
of a civil jury, the degree of its 
criminality, by what tlatutes it 
fhould be tried, what penaltics 
fhould be inflicted, and who were, 
and who were not, amenable to the 
jurifdiction of the court.” 

It was alfu obferved by the peti- 
tioners, ** that the judges of the fu- 
preme court at Calcutta were em- 
powered to fit alfo as a court of 
chancery, and in that capacity w 
revife, correct, refcind, or contirm, 
decifions paffed by themfelves whilf 
acting as judges in a court of law 3 
and by another part of their infti- 
tution, they pofieffed the power, 
and they alone, of ftaying execu- 
tion in criminal cafes till his ma- 
jefly’s pleafure was known; though 
there was a natural principle in hu- 
man nature which inevitably im- 
preffed a bias upon the mind in fae 
vour of its own decifions, and which, 
as experience has decided, reafon 








= —— oad ~ see D 
c Stars i = % a oe aS. at oe 
‘> ~~ - 


" a ss 2s at 
= #7 ~ ere 
Rte eo 
a 
nue Ae 
oe 9 


+e * 
,= 


a te anil 3, 4 Se Latheese Ps 


~ 


ee ea 





4 
7 
ae 
~~ 


te 





vo 
at 08,8. bool 


76, * BRIT I 
and philofophy are too weak to re- 
ftrain.” likewife remarked, 
that they conceived, “ there mutt 
be fome fandamental error in that 
inftirution, which required a more 
than ordinary degree of temper, a- 
bility, and integrity, to carry its 
purpofes into execution ; and they 
did not hefitate to declare, that to 
adminifter the powers appertaining 
to the infticution of the fupreme 
court, without extenfive public de- 
triment, and partial aéts of private 
feverity and injuttice, (if it were 
poffible at all,) ee more cqui- 
ty, moderation, difcernment, and 
enlightened abilities, than they could 
hope to find in any men.” ‘They 
complained, they faid, not only of 
the exercife of the powers cominitted 
to fir Elijah Impey, and his brother 
judges, but of the jurifdiction of 
the court itfelf; ** of the uncon- 
trouled and unlimited power, with 
which the court was vetted, and 
with the execution of which no men 
were to be trufted.”” They con- 
cluded with earneftly foliciting the 
parliament, that a trial by ju 

might be granted to the Brinth fub- 
jects in Bengal, in all cafes whete it 
was by law eftablifhed in England ; 
that the retrofpective powers of the 
fupreme court might be limited to 
the time of its eftablifhment in Ben- 
gal; that it fhould be defined, be- 
yond the power of difcretional di- 
ftinétion, who the perfons were that 
were amenable to the jurifdidction of 
the court, and who were not a- 
menable ; that it fhould be exprefsly 
declared what ftatutes fhould, and 
what fhould not, be in force in Ben- 
gal; that diftinet and fepsrate judges, 
tor the law aad equity fides of the 
court, fhould be appointed; and 
that a power of itaying execu- 
tions in criminal cafes, dill his ma- 
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jefty’s pleafure was known, fhould 
be lodged in the governor-generaf 
and council, 

A petition was alfo afterwards 
prefented to the houfe of commons 
from Warren Haftings, efq. gover. 
nor-general, and Philip Francis, 
and Edward Wheeler, efqrs. coun- 
fellors for the. government of the 
prefidency of Fort William in Ben. 
gal, in which they reprefented, 
that though the jurifdiction of the 
fupreme court of judicature at Cal. 
cutta, and the privileges and immu- 
nities granted to the governor-gene- 
ral hind council, were clearly limited 
by parliament and the king’s letters 
patent, yet the chief juftice and judges 
of that court had exercifed autho- 
rity over perfons not legally within 
their juri{di€tion, and had irregu- 
larly and improperly advifed and ad- 
mitted fuits againit the governor- 
general and council ; that they had 
attempted to execute their writs up- 
on perfons of high rank in Bengal, 
natives of the country, and over 
whom the fupreme court had no jut 
pretence to exercife any jurifdiction 
whatever ; fo that the governor-ge- 
neral and council had found them- 
felves reduced tothe neceffity of op- 
pofing the proceedings of the fupreme 
court; of affertine their own civil 
and military rights; and of guard- 
ing the property of the Eaft India 
company, and eventually that of the 
Britifh nation, in thofe provinces, 
from impending danger; and of 
yielding their protection to the 
country and people which were 
placed under the government of 
the governor-general and council, 
from the controul of a foreign law, 
and the terrors of a new and ufurped 
dominion. They had been obliged 
to employ a military force to refift 
the proceedings of the judges and 

their 
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their officers; and they declared, 


that no other conduct could have 
{faved thofe provinces, and the in- 
terefts of the Eaft India company, 
and of the Britifh nation, which 
were infeparably connected with 
them, from the danger of utter 
ruin. They declared themfelves to 
be of opinion, ** that the attempt to 
extend to the inhabitants of thofe 
provinces the jurifdiction of the fu- 
reme court of judicature, and the 
authority of the Englith law, and 
of the forms and fictions of that law, 
which were yet more intolerable, 
hecaufe lefs capable of being under- 
food, would be fuch a conftraint on 
the minds of the people of thofe 
rovinces, by the difference of fuch 
= and forms from their laws, ha- 
bits, manners, and religious prin- 
ciples, which under every fuccetlive 
conftitution of the former govern- 
ments had been refpected and fup- 
ported, as might inflame them, not- 
withitanding the known mildnefs 
and patience which conilitute their 
encral character, to an open rebel- 
lion.” As they had therefore been 
under a neceflity of oppofing the 
ay ey? of the fupreme court 
y force, they now folicited, that 
they, the governor general and coun- 
cil, and all others under their autho- 
rity, might be indemnified againtt 
all the legal confequences of their 
refiftance to that court. 
Though the conduct of the fu- 
preme court occafioned many com. 
laints to be tranfmitted to England 
y the Britifh fubjects in India, it 
cauled {till greater terror and alarm 
among the natives, and many of 
them chofe rather to relinquith their 
country, than to live under its jurif- 
diction. ‘Two or three of the deci- 


fions of fir Elijah Impey, and his 
brother jndges, which were the 
moit remarkable, which excited the 
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moft general indignation, and which 
may throw fome light on the fubject, 
we fhall lay before our readers, 
Nundcomar, a bramin of the firft 
rank, and who had been prime mi- 
nifter to the nabob of Bengal, was 
tried for a forgery in the fupreme 
court. He was indicted on a itatute 
patied in the reign of George II. of 
which the natives of that country had 
never heard, and forgery was not a 
capital offence by any of their laws. 
The forgery had been committed 
many years before, and it was an 
exprefs claufe in the act, which was 
made with a particular reference to 
the ftate of credit in England, that 
it fhould not extend even to Scot- 
land: yet this act was now extend- 
ed to Bengal, a country which was 
not in poffeilion pt the Englith till 
nea'ly forty years after thé act pafled. 
Nundcomar’s countel objected to 
the jurifdiction of the court, and 
urged the injuttice of trying a native 
of India on a ftatute with which the 
people of that country were entirely 
unacquainted. He was, however, 
found guilty, and executed, the 
judges even refufing to refpite his 
exccution till his majefty’s pleafuré 
fhould be known. Nundcomarwas 
nota man of good character; but 
his execution excited fuch alarm 
among the natives in India, that 
many of them even ran into the rie 
ver from their terror at fecjng a bra- 
min put to death in fo ignominious 
a manner. The affair had alfo a 
worfe appearance among the natives, 
becaufe, at the very time that the 
charge of forgery was brought 
againit Nundcomar, he was employ- 
cd in exhibiting an accufation a- 
gainit the governor-general of Ben- 
gal; and Nundcomar’s country- 
men, from the circumttances of the 
cafe, formed a conclution, which 
was not very unnatural, nainely, 
thar 
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that he was hanged, not for the for- 
, but tor daring to prefer acom- 

nt againft an Englith governor. 
Another decifion of the fupreme 
court, which excited great alarm in 
Bengal, was that which related to 
what was called the Patna caufe, 
the particulirs of which are as fol- 
Jows. Shahbaz Beg Cawn came 
from Cabool, in Perfia, his native 
country, to Bengal, to feek his for- 
tune; and having entered into the 
fervice of the company, rofe to the 
command of a ely of horfe. In 
the courfe of his fervices, be obtain- 
ed from the Gre: t Mogul a grant 
of free lands, called an ulrumgbaw, 
in the province of Bahar; and hav- 
ing acquired a competent fortune, 
retired from the army, and fettled 
at Patna. About this time, being 
advanced in years, he married a 
woman of low rank, named Nadara 
Begum, by whom he had no chil- 
dren. His brother, Allum Beg, 
caine to Patna; and, atter refiding 
fome time with him, on his return 
to Cabool, either left or fent Beha- 
der Beg, one of his fons, to live 
with Shabaz Beg Cawn — Behader 
remained accordingly in his fa- 

» from thar time to the old 
man’s death, which happened feve- 
ral years after, in November 17-6. 
Shahbaz Bee Cawn having died 
without iflue, his widow, Nadara 
Begum, und his nephew, Behader 
Beg, difputed his inheritance ; the 
widow claiming under tome deeds, 
alledyed to have been executed by 
the decea‘e!; and the nephew as his 
adopted fon and heir. The widow, 
however, took pofleffion of the whole 
property of ber late hufband, and 
of the deeds and papers belonging 
thereto: upon which the nephew 
prefented a petition to the provincial 
comncil at Patna, on the ad of Ja- 
Ruary, 1777, letting forth his claim ; 


and after ftating, that the widow 
was removing and fecreting the ef. 
fects, mire. 3 with a prayer, that 
orders fhould be given to prevent 
the removal of the goods, and tg 
recover fuch as had already been 
carried away; and that the caw 

or cadi, fhould be direéted to afcer. 
tain his right, and acquaint the 
council therewith. As the parties 
were Mahometans, and the pointig 
queftion depended on their laws of 
inheritance, the provincial council, 
as was ufual in fuch cafes, referred 
the examination of the caufe to the 
chiet officers of the Mahometan law, 
naincly,the cadi,and two mufties,who 
had long been eftablithed as a courtof 
judicature in that provinces, to exa- 
mine it and report thereon to them 
The cadi and mufties having examin- 
ed the caufe in the manner cuftomary 
to themfelves, reported to the coun- 
cil, that the deeds produced by the 
widow appeared to them to be forg- 
ed, and to have been executed after 
the death of Shahbaz Beg; that if 
the execution of the Fi in the 
lite-time of Shahbaz Beg had been 
proved, they were ftill informal, ona 
point of Mahometan law, which re- 
quires, that to make deeds of gift 
valid, poffeffion fhould be given at 
the time of executing or delivering 
them over; and that, as no proot 
of giving poffeffion had been offered, 
the deeds ourht to be deemed invas 
lid, and the ettate divided according 
to the Muhometan law; namely, 
one fourth to the wife, and three 
fourths to the nephew, as the repre 
fentative of his father Allum Beg, 
who was confidered as the more im 
mediate heir of the deceafed. ‘1 he 
council of Patna pafled a decree, 
confirming this report and decifion 
of the cadi and mufties, with a fin 
gle exception in favour of the wr 
dow, that the heir at law should pay 
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her one fourth of the rents of the 
yltumghaw, or royal grant, for her 
maintenance and fupport during her 
life. The widow, however, was 
extremely retractory, and refufed to 
abide by this decifion, or to deliver 
up the effects of her late hufband. 
In confequence of this behaviour in 
Nadara Begum, thofe methods of 
force which are ufed in fuch cafes in 
that country, were neceflarily em- 
ployed, in order to carry the decree 
of the court into execution. 

In this ftate of things, the widow, 
by the aflittance of fome Englifh law- 
vers, brought an action of trefpafs 
againft the nephew, and againit the 
cadi and two mufties, to whom the 
caufe had been referred by the pro- 
vincial council at Patna. The a 
that had been employed againft her 
to oblige her to fubmit to the deter- 
mination of the court was termed an 
affault and battery, and for this, and 
forthe feizure of her late hufband’s 
effects, fhe laid her damages at about 
66,0001. The provincial council 
were fo much convinced of the in- 
juitice of this profecution againft 
the cadi and two mufties, who had 
only acted at their requeft, and un- 
der their authority, that they imme- 
diately bailed them in the enormous 
fum of four lacks of rupees, or about 
42,0001. fterling, which was the bail 
required by the fupreme court. In 
the courfe of the trial before the fu- 
preme court, it does not appear that 
the merits of the cau‘e were entered 
into; but a decifion was given by 
the judges ayainft the nephew, the 
cadi, and the two muftes, on a 
fuppofed defect of form in the pro- 
ceedings of the council at Patna, 
anJon a point of Englith law, never 
before heard of in India, and not 
Voiverfal even in England, that 
Delegatus nOn pote ‘4 delegare S and 
that the council of Patna ought to 
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have tried the caufe themfelves, and 
not have admitted the report of the 
doétors of the Mahometan law as 
the fole rule of their decifions. The 
property which the cadi, and the 
two mutties, had decided upon, as 
judges of the Patna court, was made 
the meaiure of damages affefled a- 
gainit them, as individuals, amounte 
ing tothe fum of 30,000l. fterling, 
no part of which property ever 
came into their hands. As thefe 
unfortunate men had vo other in- 
come but the falaries of their offices, 
the fentence was equivalent to per- 
petual imprifonment. Their houfes 
and effects were feized by the the- 
riff’s officers, and publicly put up to 
fale ; the cadi, who was upwards of 
fixty years of age, who had been many 
years in his office, and who was 
much etteemed and beloved at Pat- 
na, died on his road to the common 
gaol at Calcutta, to which prifon 
the nephew and the two mufties 
were conveyed, a dittance of 400 
miles trom Patna, in confequence 
of the decifion of the fupreme court. 
This determination was univerfall 

and juftly exclaimed againit, wow | 
no evidence whatever appeared that 
thefe Mahometan magiftrates had 
been influenced by any improper 
views, or corrupt motives. It was 
proved in the fupreme court, that 
the cadi and mufues were officers of 
the Patna council, acting officially 
by their diretions; that in this 
caufe they acted by their direétions ; 
and that it was ufual to refer caufes 
to their inquiry, and to decide upon 
their report ; and that in this cafe 
they appear to have determined, and 
acted, according to the rules of Ma- 
hometan law, the only law with 
which they were fuppofed to be ace 

quainted. 
A bill of indictment againft the 
widow, and fome perfons — 

wit 
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with being her agents, for forg- 
ing the deeds, under which fhe 
the whole of her late huf- 
band’s effects, was found by the 
Englifh grand jury ; but the indi¢t- 
ment was quafhed by the court, for 
fome informality, before trial. 
A fuit was commenced in the fu- 
me court, at the inftigation of an 
nglifh attorney, againit Jagger- 
naut, the principal public officer of 
a Mahometan court at Dacca, called 
the Nizamut, from its being the 
court of the Nazim, the fupreme 
magiftrate of the Mogul empire. 
The action was brought on behalf 
of Khyru, a fervant or meflenger, 
who had been fined and imprifoned 
in that court for a mifdemeanour, 
in which decifion Jaggernaut had 
concurred in virtue of his office. 


The officers of the Englith fheritt 


endeavoured to arreft Jaggernaut, 
whilit he was fitting in his official 
capacity in the Mahometan court. 
This was contidered as a very ex- 
traordinary attempt in that country, 
and occafioned great difturbance. 
Jaggernaut, and the other officers 
ot the fame court, denied the autho- 
rity of the fupreme court over offi- 
cers of the Nizamut, and refuted 
compliance with the writ. The 
fheriff’s officers then proceeded to 
force, which the others refitting, a 
fcuffle enfued, and Jaggernaut was 
dragged out of the court, The fol- 
diers on guard feeing this, imme- 
diately interfered to preferve the 
peace, and one of them was wound- 
ed in the fcuffle ; during which Jag- 
gernaut made his efeape. Syed Ally 
Cawn, the provincial phoufdar, or 
criminal magiftrate, having vindi- 
cated Jaggernaut, and endeavoured 
to prevent his arrett, the Englihh 
under-fheriff forcibly entered his 
houfe, by breaking down the gate, 
accompanied by a large number of 
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attendants. A fray arifing there, 
upon in the court of the mavift 
houfe, the father of the magiftrate 
was wounded on the head with, 
{word by one of the under therif’y 
attendants, and the brother-inJap 
of the mayiftrate was very d 
oufly wounded in the body by the 
under-fheriff himfelf with ‘a piffol. 
fhot. The immediate confequence 
of this outrage upon the Mahome. 
tan court of juftice, and its offic 
was a total ceffation of criminal jyf 
tice throughout the province. Ing 
tew days after the arreft of Jagger. 
naut, four perfons were murdered 
in’ a fhocking manner by fome 
flaves ; but no intieaties could pre. 
vail upon the judge to take cogni- 
zance of the crime, or to give or. 
ders for the profecution of the 
murderers. The council at Dacea, 
in their letter to the governor and 
council at Calcutta, declared “ that 
all criminal juftice was at a fland.” 
An attempt was afterwards made 
by the fupreme court to extend its 
jurifdiction over the hereditary ze- 
mindars of Bengal, and it was this 
which occafioned a military forceto 
be employed by the governor-gene- 
ral and council to refit the proceed: 
ings of the fupreme court. Thefe 
zemindars are a fpecies of tributary 
lords, or great land-holders, who 
are anfwerable to the company for 
the revenues, or rents of their dis 
ftricts ; and, excepting the circume 
itance of remitting their revenues to 
the company, they have not the 
leaft conneétion with the Englith 
government, language, or laws. A 
writ, upon an action of debt, was 
ifiued out to arreft one of thefe 2 
mindars, the Rajah of Coflijurab, 
at his palace, ‘Timely notice was 
given of this by one of the com- 
pany’s collectors to the governor 
and council, and application was 
made 
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made to protect the zemindar, who 
had abfconded to prevent the dif- 
grace of an arreft. The governor 
and council being clearly of opinion, 
that the zemindar was not within 


the jurifdiction of the fupreme court, 


gave him notice to pay no regard to 
the writ. The court, however, pro- 
ceeded to enforce their procefs, by a 
writ of fequettration ; upon which 
the natives, who are devotedly at 

tached to their zemindars, rofe in 
his defence, and infulted the fheriff’s 
officers. A reinforcement was held 
neceflary by the fherift; and eighty- 
fix men, armed with bludgeons, cut- 
laffes, and mufkets, repaired, by his 
order, to Coflijurah, entered the ra- 
jah’s houfe or palace, broke open 
the women’s aparunents, which are 
ever held facred in that country, 
protaned his temple, thrutt the 
image which was the object of his 
worthip into a batket, and ccpomes 
it, with mixed lumber, under the 
feal of the GOurt. Such acts are ac- 
counted inftances of the grofleft vio- 
lation and facrilege, according to the 
rinciples and perfuafions of the in- 
Ebtdenes of thefe provinces, and 
have never been known to be autho- 
rized, with impunity, by the moft 
defpotic of their Mahometan rulers. 
The governor-general and council, 
from a full conviction of the ruinous 
tendency of thefe proceedings tothe 
interefts of the Eait India company, 
now thought it incumbent upon 
them to interfere, and to put a ttop 
to thefe violenees. ‘They accord- 
ingly fent a military force to appre- 
hend the fheriif’s people ; and they 
were all conducted by the company’s 
troops to Calcutta as prifoners. Sir 
Elijah Impey, and his brother judges, 
ordered attachments to be iflued 
againit the military officer who com- 
manded thefe troops, and arainit two 
other fervants of the company. The 
1731. 
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governor-general and council imme- 
diately tranimitted to England an 
account of this extraordinary fitua- 
tion of thingsin Bengal. 

There were many circumftances 
which evinced, that the attempts to 
introduce the laws of Great-Britain 
into Hindoftan would be extremely 
difugreeable to the natives, and mujt 
be finally unfucceisful. The mot 
ftriking general characterittic of the 
natives of this country, is an invin- 
cible attachment to their ufages and 
culloms, which have continued 
through ages. A prompt and fimple 
mode of judicature has alfo ever 
prevailed amongft them, far differ- 
ent from the practice of Englith 
courts, and the iniricacy of Englifh 
laws, which they cannot be brought 
to comprehend. ‘To be committed 
to gaol upon an attion for debt, in 
default of aiving 1e¢ urity for more 
than the amount of the fum fued 
for, appears to them unjult, cruel, 
and tyrannical, as conviction before 
trial is prefuppofed in the punifh- 
ment. ‘To be compelled to have 
their caufes wied by rules and orderg 
they do not underftand, and in an 
unknown language; to be probi- 
bited pleading their own caufes, 
and to give themfelves up to the 
guidance of an attorney, a trifling - 
miftake on whofe part as to form, or 
other matters equally unknown to 
them, may reduce them to beggary; 
the length of time remvlae’ i 
bringing every fuit to trial, and the 
great expences attending every fuit ; 
theie are only fome of the circum- 
ftances of which they complain. 
Matters indeed were fo ordered b 
the Englith praétitioners in Bengal, 
that fults were three iimes as expen- 
five thereas in England; fothatinthe 
Patna caute, the plaintiff's sttorney’s 
bill, fome trme betore the conclu- 
fion of the caufe, amounted to about 
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four thoufand five hundred pounds. 
But, independently of thefe confi- 
derations, the laws of England are 
‘totally incompatible with the cuf- 
toms, manners, fentiments, and re- 
ligion of the natives of Bengal, and 
efpecially of the Gentoos, who con- 
ftitute eight tenths of the inhabi- 
tants, and who are faid to be more 
attached to their manners and cuf- 
toms than any other people upon the 
face of the earth. Mi. . Verelit, who 
was twenty-one years in India, and 
who had been governor of Bengal, 
declared to a committee of the houfe 
of commons, * That from every 
knowledge he had of the Gentoos, 
he was perfuaded, that the Maho- 
metans, who have ufually carried 
their conquefts by the edge of the 
{fword, on all former occafions, when 
they arrived in Hindottan, found tt 
abfolutely neceffary to fheathe the 
fword, from a thorough conviction, 
that they would deluge the country 
with blood before they could con- 
vert one Gentoo to their laws and 
religion; and that they therefore 
wifely became the guardians and 

rotectors of the Hindoo religion.” 
Fre added, ** that the Hindoo reli- 
gion tends to keep its followers in a 
{tate of feparation from ftrangers ; 
for it admits of no converts, and 
confifts of more than ninety feparate 
fects, or catts as they are called ; 
that they would fuffer death rather 
than any indignity to their cait; 
and that the religious rites and ‘infti- 
tutions, of which they are fo tena- 
cious, are not confined to their 
places of worfhip, but extended to 
every occurrence of life.” 

In a petition which was prefented 
to his ritennie majefty from the 
native inhabitants of the province of 
Patna, and which was originally 
drawn up in the Perfian language, 
are the following paflages, {trongly 
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expreflive of their averfion to the fy. 
preme court, and its proceedings ; 
‘© When the ordinances of this 
court of judicature were iffued, ay 
they were all contrary to the cuf. 
toms, modes, ufages, and inftity. 
tions of this country, they occafion. 
ed terror in us ; and day by day, as 
the powers of this court “have he 
come more eftablifhed, our ruin, 
uneafinefs, difhonour, and difcredie 
have accumulated ; till at left weare 
reduced to fuch a fituation, that we 
even confider death to us as infinitely 
preferable to the dread we enteértaig 
of the court; for from this court no 
credit or charaéter is left to us, and 
we are now driven to the lattextre 
mity. Several, who poffefled means 
and ability, deeming flight as their 
only fecurity, have banished them. 
felves from the country ; but bound 
as we are by poverty and inability, 
and fertered by the deareft ties of 
confanguinity, we do nor all of us 
poffefs the means of flight, nor have 
we power to abide the oppreffion of 
this court.”’— ** If, which God for. 
bid, it fhould fo happen, that this 
our petition fhould not be accepted; 
and fhould be rejeéted at the cham. 
ber of audience, thofe amongtt us 
who have power and ability, dif 
carding all affection for our families 
will fly to any quarter we ctb, 
whilft the remainder, who have no 
means or ability, giving themfelves 
up with pious reftenation to their 
fate, will fie down in expectation of 
their death. After this let the foil 
of this country remain, and the 
court of juftice ! Let the courr of 
jultice remain upon the earth, or the 
earth cover it !” 

On the r2th of February, 1781, 
a motion was madein the Houfe of 
Commons by general Smith, that 
the petitions from the Britifh inka- 


bitants in Bengal, Bahar, and Orie 
an 
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sid from the governor-general and 
council of Bengal, fhoula be referred 
to a felect committee, which fhould 
confit of fifteen members, to be chof- 
en by ballot. He introduced this mo- 
tion by a fpeech, in which he obferv- 
ed, that the petitions before the houfe 
complained of an extenfion of the 
jurifdiction of the fupreme court of 
leciflature in Bengal, beyond what 
it was empowered to exercife by act 
of parliament, or by the royal char- 
ter; and he was fully convinced, 
that this complaint was juft, and 
that it never was the intention of 
parliament, when the act was patled, 
to fubject the native inhabitants 
of Bengal to the Britih laws. It 
was the extenfion of their jurifdic. 
tion by the judges, which had oc- 
cafioned all thofe difputes, which 
had at length arifen to fuch a 
height, that the governor-general 
and council had thought it necel- 
fary to interfere, and forcibly to op- 
pole the proceedings of the court, 
and then toappeal to parliament by 

etition for an act of indemnity. 

Ie took notice of the feveritv and 
injuftice which had been exercifed 
by the fupreme court in the cafe of 
the rajah Nundcomar, who was 
condemned and executed for an a& 
committed many years before the 
eftablifhment of the fupreme court, 
and indi¢ted upon an act that could 
with no reafon or juftice be conftrued 
to extend to the Eaft Indies. He 
{tated alfo fome of the particulars of 
the Patna caufe, and pointed out the 
extreme injuftice and cruelty of that 
decifion. He remarked, that in 
confequence of the violent proceed- 
ings of the fupreme court in the cafe 
of the rajah of Coffijurah, the ut- 
moft anarchy now prevailed in Ben- 
gal. The governor-general and 
council had found themfelves re- 
duced to the indifpenfable neceffity 
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of employing military force, to res 
iirain the jurifdi¢tion affumed by the 


judges of the fupreme court, the au- 


thority of which was founded ona 
Britith act of pwliament. In this ex- 
traordinary ftate of things, no officer 
in Bengal could know the exact line 
of his duty. Contrary orders were 
fent to him by the court of judica- 
ture, and by the governor-general 
and council. He was commanded, 
by a claufe in the royal charter, to 
be aiding and allifling, and in all 
things to be obedient to the autho- 
rity of the fupreme court, as he 
would anfwer at his peril. He was 
ordered by the governor-general and 
council, trom whom he received his 
commiilion, and who were appoint- 
ed by parliament to govern iu pro- 
Vinces, not to permit the writs of 
the fujgreme court to be executed. 
Difobedience to the one might be 
conftrued into a capital crime ; and 
difobedience to the other might 
fubjeét the officer to the fevercft fen- 
tence of a general court-martial, 
From every view that could be taken 
of the ftate of affairs in Bengal, it 
was maniteft, that they required the 
immediate attention and confidera- 
tion of parliament. 

Mr, Boughton Rous feconded the 
motion, and obferved, that the vait 
importance of the fubje& now before 
the houfe mutt flrike every man who 
reflected, that the Britith parliament 
were now about to decide upon the 
good government of a country, 
which was 150,000 fquare miles in 
extent, and inhabited by various 
races and tribes of men; diverfified 
in their religion, ufages, manners, 
and modes of thinking; nations, 
who were enlightened by fcience and 
legillation, long before our anceftors 
had emerged from barbarifm. Every 
gencrous feeling of the members of 
that houfe would be excited, when 
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they reflected, that the happinefs of 
ten millions of their fellow-creatures 
now lay at ftake beiore them, The 
native inhabitants of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffla, complained of the into- 
lerable violation of their culloms 
and religious oblervances, occafion- 
ed by the jurifdiction of the Englith 
court of judicature lately infticuted 
amongft them, fuch as was never 
made by any former conquerors, 
and they prayed for the continuance 
of their ancient laws. A very 
large and refpectable body of Britith 
fubjeéts refiding in thofe countries 
had alfo complained of the oppref- 
fions of the fame court; and the 
governor-gencral and council of 
Bengal, acting under the fanction 
of parliamentary appointment, had 
reprefented to that houle, that they 
had been driven to the necellity of 
employing a military torce to oppote 
the violent proceedings of the judges, 
and praying to have an indemnity 
for the meafures which they had 
been obliged to adopt, in order to 
fecure thofe dominions which were 
entrutted to their government. All 
thefe diftractions had arifen from an 
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expectation of many good men, that 
an Englith court of law with fupe. 
rior powers would completely refcue 
the native inhabitants of Bengal 
from oppreffion, and excite the gra. 
titude of that people. But the con. 
fequences had been far different, 
The introduction of Englith law had 
occafioned a fcene of univerfal dif. 
cord, and families had been torp 
afunder by the proceedings of its 
practitioners. The actions and deal. 
ings of men between one another, 
formerly done under thofe ideas of 
good faith and honour, which for 
ages had regulated their conduét, 
were now to be tried by a new teft 
of rectitude. The ignorant natives 
of India were now informed, that 
law was one thing, and that equity 
was another ; a diftinction which no 
linguiit could interpret in any lane 
guage of that country. Englih 
bailifls were feattered like locufts 
over India, and its inhabitants were 
dragged down to a diftance of 500 
miles from their friends and fami- 
lies; their cuftoms were difregard- 
ed; their ancient diftinétions, civil 
and religious, annihilated ; the 
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prince reduced to the level of his 
flaves ; their houfes difgraced ; the 
apartments of their women invaded 
by ruffians, armed with the warrants 
of the fupreme court ; their temples 
polluted ; and fuch outiages come 
mitted againit them, as never dif 
graced the government even of their 
Mahometan conquerors. Procefies 
had alfo been iffued againft the ze- 
mindars, the hereditary nobility, 


act pafled inthe 13th year of the 
reign of his prefent majefty. But 
had the powers given to the judges 
by that act been exercifed with tem- 
per and moderation, had the jurif- 
diGion of the court not been impro- 
verly extended, and had violence 
coal avoided where the law was du- 
bious, much wood might have re- 
{ tilted, At leait, his ma cltv’s court 
might have been lefs obnoxteus to 
the Eait India company, to thofe and landholders of the country; 
whom the legitlature had entrufled and it had been imagined, by the 
with the adminittration of its affairs, judges of the fupreme court, and 
and to thofe who live under its pro- their officers, that men, whofe an- 
tection. led forth armies from 
At the time when the act paf their own lands, who had exercifed 
ed, by which the fupr court a civil and criminal jurifdiétion, and 
was eftablithed in India, it was the who poflefled a tract of ten or twelve 
thoufand 
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thoufand {quare miles, would quiet- 
ly fubmit toa deftruction of all the 
honours and dignities, which were 
vefted in them by the conttitution of 
the Mogul empire. But fo great 
was the devotion of the inhabitants 
to the zemindars, many of whom 
might more properly be ‘termed tri- 
but: ry princes than proprictors of 
land, thet a general difcontent 
among them, and even a revolt, 
might be the natural confequen ce of 
the conduct of the E nelith judges. 

Mr. Rous then made fome ob- 
feryations upon the manner in which 
the ancient Romans had governed 
the nations whom they conquered, 
In all fubjection of territory conti- 
guous to her own, Rome gave her 
own laws, if the people withed to 
receive them, or fhe allured them 
by immunities and honourable di- 
ftinctions. ‘Thus the aflimilated all 
the petty ftates of Italy to her laws 
and manners, till the whole penin- 
fula became one nation. But in her 
diftant conquetts, fhe purfued a very 
different policy. In thefe the was 
fatisfied to hold the fupreme governs 
ment, to poflefs the revenues and 
the milit: iry power, leaving the in- 
habitants to conduat their internal 
police by their own native mayi- 
ftrates and laws, and avoiding any 
infult to the religion or pre}. udices 
of the vanquifhed. It would be 
much better for Great Britain to 
imitate in this refpect the conduct 
of the ancient Romans, than to per- 
fit in rath and injudicious arte mpts 
to impofe the laws of E ngland upon 
the natives of India. 

We need not, Mr. Rous pro- 
ceeded to obfe rve communicate 
our laws to the inhabit: ants of Hin- 
dottan, from any apprehenfion that 
they were without laws of their own. 
They Were pofiefled of laws, and 
voluminous comments vpon them. 
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They had laws, and even written 
laws, before our anceftors became 
known in the annals of hiftory. 
Their laws were certainly very dif- 
fimilar from our’s, but they were 
fuitable to their climate and difpo- 
fition, and blended in all their inter- 
and concerns of life, and 
they hi d been handed down to them 
irom immemorial ufage. As the 
contingency of events had rendered 
thofe people fubject to our dominion, 
we fhould ftrive to enjoy the bene- 

fits of it, with the fmallett poflible 
regret to them. What was it that 
we wanted from the inhabitants of 
India? We w: anted to enjoy their 

trade, to maintain pofleifion of their 
country, and to remiin matters of 
its revenue. We alfo wanted the 
fidelity and affection of the people, 
to fupply our armies with recruits, 

and to ttrengthen us againitthe efforts 
of our rival powers in Europe. All 
thefe we might obtai un, if we would 
only allow the natives of India to ro 
on in the track of their forefathers, 
with an undiminifhed prefervation of 
all their ancient practices and di- 
itinctions. But if it were even ex- 
pedientto introduce the Britith laws 
into India, the difficulty and dan- 
ger of the attempt might reafonably 
deter us. <ihere were now about 
five thoufand Britith fubjects in 
Bengal. ‘The natives were former- 
ly eitimated by lord Clive at fifteen 
millions: but ten millions feemed 
to be a computation nearer to the 
truth. Could it then be rational to 
fuppofe, that five thoufand men 
would be able to force a fyftem upon 
ten millions, which they were dif- 
inclined to receive ? or that the na- 
tive troops would affitt in commit- 
ting fuch a violence upon the feel- 
ings of their countrymen and rela- 
tions ? It wasnotto bé expected: 

and it was therefore abfolutely ne- 
G 3 ceflary, 
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ceffary, that the ge ee 
immediately endeavour to 
ar the crievances of the people 
of that country, as the only proba- 
ble means of feguring our pofleihons 
there. 
Lord North concur ed in opinion, 
that the petirions, which were the 
refent fubject of debate, well de- 
ferved the ferious attention of the 
houfe, We alfo admitted, that if 
the fact were true, that the judicial 
and political powers were in arms 
againft each other in India, the 
houfe fhould take meafures to put an 
end to fo dangerous a contett as 
foon as poffible. At the fame time 
he thought it highly incumbent on 
the houfe to confider, that the en- 
quiry, on which they were about to 
enter, was of a mott delicate nature, 
The conduct of the judges of the 
fupreme court of judicature, and 
the conititution of the court, were 
fo intimately connected, that it was 
hardly poffible to feparate them en- 
tirely. ‘The one, as it were, ran into 
the other ; and both were fo mixed 
and blended, that it would be avery 
difficult matter to pronownce upon 
the conttitution of the court, without 
in fome meafure adverting to the 
conduct of the judges. It behoved 
the houfe therefore to fieer as cau- 
tioufly as pollible between thefe two 
obsects. ‘fo afcertain tacts, tend- 
Ing to prove, that the jurifdiction 
felf ought cither to be abolithed 
entirely, prt under new rettrictions, 
or better defined than it already was, 
night be beth expedient and necef- 
fary. But it would be unjutt in the 
extreme to go into a crimination, 
much more to a condemnation, of 
the judees ; who, from the nature 
ot the cafe, could not already have 
been Jeard, as to the faéts which 
might come out in the courfe of the 
eiquiry, nor could they be heard 





H AND 


now. His lordfhip faid, that he 
had himfelt had the honour of bring, 
ing the act into parliament, by which 
the ere court of Judicature jp 
Bengal was cfiablifhed ; but it cep 
tainly was not, at the time when je 
was under the confideration of the 
houfe, either his idea, or that of 
the houfe, that this court ot judica. 
ture fhould become the fource of 
mifery, injuflice, or oppreffion, 
Much lefs was it meant to extend 
the Britifh laws in their unite ligi. 
ble ftate throughout that vatt conti. 
nent; for unintelligible they mutt 
appear to the natives of a country 
in which they had never been pro- 
mulgated. Neither was it defigned, 
that the fupreme court fhould fiwal. 
low up all other jurifdiction, or 
take away the power of thofe courts, 
to which the perfons refident in the 
country had for years been accuf- 
tomed to refort; and which had 
been proved, trom long experience, 
fully competent to a fubitantial ad- 
minittration of juilice, in thofe cafes 
wherein their interference had ufual- 
ly been defired, The fole view ot 
that houfe had been to ettabliha 
court that would hold out equal 
juilice to the native, and to the Ev 
ropean; a court which was much 
wanted atthe time, and in the con 
{iitution of which the houfe had 
been toa man unanimous; on the 
idea that it was politic, humane, 
and jutt, that a court fo conftituted 
fhould exit. His lordthip concluded 
with affenting to the motion made 
by general Smith. But an objec 
tion, rather curious, was ftarted by 
fir Richard Sutton. He faid, that 
the petitions criminated the judges 
and that they were fent over with 
out the confent of the judges, which 
of itfelf had a very fufpicious ap- 
pearance, and ought to excite the 
jealoufy of the houfe, as to the 
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frirnefs of the ftatement of the facts 
alledved. : 4 

’ Mr. Wraxall exprefled his high 
approbation of the motion intro- 
duced by general Smith ; and wifh- 
ed to fee the attention of government 
turned more to India than it had 
been. He faid, that to whatever 
part of the empire he directed his 
view, excepting India, nothing but 
{cenes of calamity, diflrefs, and ci- 
vilcommotion, prefented themfelves, 
under a thoufand various and accu- 
mulating forms. But in India, vic- 
tory, glory, commerce, wealth, and 
all the refources of a great nation, 
were vifible. He contrafted the 
fplendour of our arms in that part 
of the world, with our loffes and 
difyraces in America. But, he re- 
marked, that under this flattering 
and dazzling exterior, lurked a 
thoufand hidden feeds of political 
difeafe and death. He expatiated 
on the critical and dangerous fitua- 
tion of our affairs in Bengal; and 
exprefled his difapprobation of the 
principles on which the Englith 
court of judicature was originally 
erected in that country. The mott 
fatal confequences, he faid, would 
inconreftably refult from it, if it 
were not timely fuppreffed, or at 
leatt limited and reitricted in its 
powers. He remarked on the folly 
and abfurdity of an ifland, fituated 
as England was, in the soth degree 
of northern latitude, and on the 
verve of the Atlantic ocean, whofe 
inhabitants, the defcendants of Sa- 
xons, Danes, and Normans, had 
fearcely yet, in a courfe of ages, 
been able to refine their barbarous 
jurifprudence, and to adapt it to 
their own country ; on fuch a peo- 
ple, in the infolence of conqueft, or 
the ignorance of mifinformation, 
tranfplanting their courts of juftice, 
and their acts of parliament, to a 
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country fituated under the tropic 
and the equator, at the diftance of 
five thoufand miles; to a country 
totally diffimilar in religion, in laws, 
in cultoms, and in feclings of eve 
nature, and which had been fo from 
the remoteit antiquity. This was a 
conduct which had no precedent in 
the annals of Rome, or of any na- 
tion of antiquity, renowned for po- 
licy and wifdom, Rome opened 
her generous arms to all the con- 
quered nations; fhe adopted, with 
a mafculine and conciliating policy, 
all the cuftoms, religious or civil, 
of the vanquifhed provinces ; fhe re- 
{pected even their prejudices ; and 
fhe confequently was beloved, and 
revered, on the banks of the Eur 
phrates, as much as ca the banks of 
the Arno, or the Tyber, 

He proceeded to obferve, that 
every confequence of popular tumult 
and infurrection was now to be 
dreaded in Bengal; fo that, unlefg 
fome fpeedy and effectual remedy 
were applied, that country would 
become a feene of maflacre. Nor 
was it only in Bengal that we were 
menaced with convulfions and infur- 
rections ; Madras, he faid, called 
aloud for fome immediate reform. 
The avowed faétions of the nabob, 
and the rajah of Tanjore, diftraéted 
and divided that prefidency. Bom- 
bay, which, after a century of floth 
and inactivity, had effected fome 
important conquefts, was menaced 
by the Mahrattas, who overhung the 
ifland, and might feverely revenge 
the loffes they had lately fuflained 
on that fide of India, Befides thefe 
particular evils, other dangers me- 
naced India in general. ‘The vatt 
extent of coatt, from cape Comorin 
to the Jagrenaut Pagodas, was inade- 
quately guarded by the military eftab- 
lifhment of Madras, which could not 
poffibly defend a coatt of a thovfand 
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miles in length, if it fhould ever be 
attacked. The Mahrattas, he faid, 
were powerful, and much to 
be dreaded. Hyder Ally, who had 
driven our troops before him in 
1769, and compelled us to fign an 
ignominious peace at the gates of 
Madras, was the friend of France, 
and was ftill terrible in arms, though 
declined in years, ‘The French had 
a large force in the ifland of Mauri- 
tius. The Dutch were {trong in 
Ceylon, and ftronger in Java and at 
Batavia. The Spaniards occupied 


C H A 


BRITISH AN D 


the Philippine iflands, and could an 
noy all the trade of Canton, and to 
China. Matters being thus circum. 
ftanced in the Eaft Indies, it was 
abfolucely neceflary, that parliament 
fhould immediately intertere in the 
affairs of that country ; which, if 
proper regulations were adopted 
there, might {till be rendered a great 
fource of riches and glory to Great 
Britain. After fome farther debate, 
the motion of general Smith was 
agreed to by the houfe. 


P. VIII. 


Motion made ix the Houfe of C.mmons by Mr. Burke, for Leave to bring \in 
again his Bill fr the better Regulation of his Maye/-y’s civil Eftablifhment, 
and for the Promotion of public Oeconomy, which had been rejected by the 
preceding Parliament. The Motion agreed to. The Bill read the fixft time 


Debate on the fecond Reading. 


E have fecn, in the preceding 
volume of our work, that a 

plan of reform in the confti:ution of 
feveral peyts of the public aconomy, 
which was communicated to parlia- 
ment by a gentleman of ditlinguish- 
ed abilities, and uncommon powers 
of eloquence, and which was highly 
and defervediy applauded, was, not- 
withftunding, atter much debate, 
rejected by the houle, That gentle- 
man, however, as 4 Lew parhament 
was now aflembled, 1 folved to make 
another effort in favour of pational 
aconomy. Accordingly, on the 
rsth of February, Mr. Burke mov- 
ed, * That leave be given to bring 
in a bill, for the better regulation 
of his majefty’s civil eftablifhment, 
and of certain public offices; for 
the limitation of penfions, and the 
fuppreflion of certain ufelefs, expen- 
five, and inconvenient places; and 
for applying the monies faved there- 


The Bill rejected by the Houji. 


by to the public fervice.” In the 
fpeech by which he introduced this 
motion, Mr. Burke obferved, that 
he had been encouraged again to 
propofe his plan of economy to the 
houfe, in confeyuence of the votes 
paffed on the 6th of April, 1780, 
by which it was declared, that the 
influence of the c:own had increafed, 
was increafing, and ought to be di- 
minifhed : that it was competent to 
that houfe to examine and corre& 
abufes in the expenditure of the 
civil lift revenues, as well as in 
every other branch of the public re- 
venue, whenever it fhould appear 
expedient to the wifdom of the houfe 
fo to do; and that it was the duty 
of that houfe to provide, as far as 
might be, an immediate and effec. 
tual redre’s of the abufes complain- 
ed of in the petitions prefented to 
that houfe from the different coun- 
ties, cities, and towns of the king- 
dom, 
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dom. He confidered thefe refolu- 
tions, Which had been made in the 
lat feffion of the lait parliament, as 
a valuable legacy bequeathed to the 
public, and an atonement for the 
criminal fervility which had marked 
and ftigmatized their previous con- 
duct. The people of this country 
had aright t) expect from their pre- 
fent reprefentatives that which was 
declared to be neceflary by their 

redecetiors. The peop!e, trom every 
part of the co Mmry, had declared, 
that retrenchment and public oeco- 
nomy were requilite to the exiftence 
of the ftare, and that the influence 
of the crown was become dangerous 
and alarming in its extent. ‘The 
laft objet was of the moit ferious im- 
portance ; for it was by means of 
this influence that profution and ex- 
travagance were increafed. It was 
the creating and created power § in- 
fluence and profufion were mutually 
dependant on each other, and by 
their joint torce and affittance were 
fupported and increafed. The peo- 
ple had declared the neceflity of di- 
minithing that influence, which had 
rendered the two houfes of parlia- 
ment acceilary to the power of the 
crown, inftead of being a balance 
againil it. It was the duty of a wife 
legiflature to liften to the applica- 
tions and the complaints of the peo- 
ple. Like a fkiltul phyfician, they 
were to teel the pulfe of the patient, 
and having difcovered the feat and 
the nature of the diforder, they were 
toapply the remedy. ‘I hey were not 
to with-hold it, becaufe the people 
were patient under fuffering, or be- 
caule they were clamorous. ‘They 
were to ttudy the temper, to look 
into the conttitution, and the ftate 
of the governed ; and, watching their 
motions, they were to apply the re- 
medy at the proper feafon. When 
the petitions were prefented to the 
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houfe, in the laft parliament, there 
were general meetings of the people 
in every county and city of the 
kingdom : they were legal and grave 
in their deportment; they were 
peaceable and loyal. Some men in 
that houfe had, imdeed, pretended 
to charge them with illegality in 
their proceedings, and had urged 
that thefe public meetings tended to 
diforder, and were unfit to be fuf- 
fered, Without entering into any 
refutation of a charge which he con- 
fidered as ill-founded and ridiculous, 
he would only fay, that whether 
they were fo or not, it became a 
wife and prudent legiflature to at- 
tend to the reality and the body of 
the complaint, and not to the form or 
the irregularity in which it was made. 
He proceeded to obferve, that the 
plan of ceconomy which he had be- 
tore propofed, and which he was 
now again defirous of oflering to the 
contideration of parliament, was in 
perfect conformity with the general 
wilhes of the people. It was a plan 
by which there would arife a faving 
to the public of at leait two bended 
thoufand pounds-a year. But what 
he valued more than all this faving, 
was, the deftruction of an undue in- 
fluence over the minds of fifty mem- 
bers of parliament in both houfes. 
The plan had been received by the 
minifter in the laft parliament with 
apparent approbation. He paid com- 
pliments to the principle, but he 
oppofed it by detail, At firft, 
crowded houfes were feen in every 
{tage of the bufinefs, and there was 
an appearance of conviction on the 
minds of men. They had no objec 
tion to the abftract and general pro- 
pofitions, but when they came dows 
to fpecific reform, they left him and 
his caufe. The fqueamifhnefs of 
the houfe was fuch, that after fwal- 
lowing thofe parts of the plan againft 
which 
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which fomething might plaufibly 
have been urged, in refpect to the 
wie, the fhew, or the antiquity of 
the offices to be abolifhed, they ob- 
} to other parts, tor which the 
moit ingenious advocate could not 
advance an argument. They firi 
dwindled off from one queftion, and 
then filently flole away from an- 
ther, till at lait the whole was per- 
mitted to moulder and fhrink imper- 
ceptibly from the view, and he was 
obliged, after much fatigue, and 
no fuecefs, to give it up, with the 
mortifying reflection, that his own 
labours, and thofe of the houfe, had 
produced uo benefit to his country. 
Mr. Burke afterwards obferved, 
that it had been formerly advanced, 
in favour of thatcourt influence which 
at was the object of his bill to dimi- 
nith, ** That fuch a principle was 
neceilary for the fupport of govern- 
ment; and that it was the aim of 
our contlitution to give in influence 
what was lott in prerogative.” He 
was very willing fo far toadmit that 
doctrine, as to allow that no minif- 
ter would be uniformly fupported 
without fome kind of influence : 
for fuch was the diverlity of *human 
opinion, that no abiliues could al- 
ways convince and guide without 
fome bias in favour of the f{peaker. 
Bat there were different kinds of in- 
fluence ; one kind of influence, for 
mitance, was that derived trom fu- 
rior wifdom and virtue, which 
never failed to in{pire reverence and 
re{pect, and by the exercife of which 
any minifter might command fup- 
port. Another kind was derived 
trom the poe of diitributing ho- 
nours and emoluments ; and this 
might be employed with equal fuc- 
cefs in any hands, good or bad. 
The former of thefe influences he 
readily admitted to be neceflary to 
the fupport of government, but the 
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latter he mult ever deny to be eith¢y 
necefiary or jattifiable : for the jn: 
fluence of wifdom and virtue would 
always lead to wife and virtuous mea. 
fures, but that of corruption tocon 
rupt ones. ‘The lait was the infly. 
ence of bribery, and deferved tobe 
called by no other naine. The 
power of diftributing places, pent 
fions, and honours, having beeg 
always in the hands of government, 
was confounded by many with the 
idea gf government itfelf ; and jg 
was thought that the one could noe 
fubfift without the other ; and confe 
quently, that the power of the fate 
was weakened by adiminution of fuch 
initruments. They miitook the emo. 
luments of governinent for govern 
mentitfelf, andcontidered it asa mere 
cabinet, containing a chett of draws 
ers filled with {weet things. To be ins 
fluenced by an admiration of wifdom 
and virtue, was to poffefs thefe qua- 
lities ; but the influence of bribery 
he contidered to be as pernicious 
treedom as open force. It wasa 
common remark, that all free couns 
trics were corrupted by bribery. 
When virtue, which was the {pirit 
of commonwealths and of all free 
itates, was gone, liberty could not 
long furvive. A few were bought 
to impoie flavery on their fellow-fub- 
jects, and the price paid tor their 
fervices was the only differcace be 
tween a ftate poflefling the forms of 
freedom, and one openly defpotic, 
An undue influence preyed on the 
very vitals of a conftitution, and 
eat up the entrails, while the out, 
ward parts remained. Nothing 
could be more oppofite to good go- 
vernment, than a government by 
court influence. Government was 
intended for the promotion of the 
intereft of the empire at large, and 
not for the advantage of the rulers. 
Government was as different from 
placesy 
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faces, as fervices were different 
trom falaries. It was the nature of 
influence to produce a iupine neg- 
ligence in government. Influence 
threw government alleep, and it 
fometimes awoke by fits and tarts, 
after it had relaxed the {teady reins 
of virtue, into acts of the greateft 
cruelty and ferocity. It led to 
anarchy and confuiion. By influ- 
ence and anarchy together, a mor- 
tification was always produced, 
which was at laft cut away by the 
fharp knite of defpotic power. 
Sundry other arguments were 
urged by Mr. Burke in favour of 
his motion : he maintained, that if 
the members of that houfe confi- 
dered themfelves as the reprefenta- 
tives and agents of the people, they 
were bound by every tic of honour, 
and of virtue, to promote a plan of 
national oeconomy, and efpecially 
inthe time of a dangerous and ex- 
peniive war, when one foreign ene- 
my fucceeded to another, and when 
the guilty rafhnefs of minifters had 
leagued contending {tates againit 
us. If the members of that houfe 
confidered themfelves as the mere 
creatures of the crown, conftituted, 
ted, and dependent on the court, 
it would {till be their duty, and 
ought to be their inclination, to 


advife the fovereign to ceconomy ’ 


and recrenchment. A plan of ceco- 
nomy would advance the real in- 
tereits even of the prince: it would 
enable him to make his war a war 
of exertion, that his peace might be 
honourable and fecure; and if he 
divelted himfelf of profufion, he 
would be the better able to retain 
his power, and to’ make a fplendid 
proviion tor his numerous offspring. 
He hoped that the houfe, if they 
meant to give countenance and at- 
tention to his plan of economy, 
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would do it with fairnefs and can- 
dour, and not, with infidious ref 
pect in its outfet, tempt it to a death 
of flow and lingering torture. He 
folicited the minifter, if he meant 
ultimately to give a death-ftroke 
to his plan, to fave him and the 
houfe much fatigue, and the nation 
much anxiety and difappointment, 
by ftrangling it in its birth, and to 
be, at leaft tor one day in his life, a 
decifive miniiter, 

The motion was feconded by Mr. 
Duncombe ; after which Lord 
North rofe, and faid, that he would 
very candidly declare, that his opi- 
nion on the fubject was not at all 
altered from what he entertained the 
lait year, and that though he did 
not difapprove of the plan in foto, 
yet the parts which appeared to him 
to be proper to be adopted, bore fo 
{mall a comparifon with the whole 
of the very comprehentive {cheme, 
that he fhould be obliged to oppofe 
itin fome future ftage of the bill. 
But he did not think it would be 
decent or candid for him, upon his 
own private opinion, to fet his faca 
againit the bill in its tirft ftage, by 
oppoling its introduction, fince there 
were many new members in the 
houfe, who, though they might 
have a general knowledge of the 
fubject, could not be properly in- 
formed upon it, to determine what line 
of conduct to purfue, until the firft 
reading of the bill, when he pre- 
fumed that the honourable gentle- 
man with whomit originated, would 
more the houfe to order it to be 
printed, by which means the mem- 
bers would be put in poffeffion of all 
the neceflary information ; and then 
his lordfhip added, it would become 
his duty to fuggeft fuch objeétions 
and obfervations to the houfe, as 
might occur to him, The houfe 
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then refolved, that leave be given 
to bring in the bill on the 1gth of 
that month. 

On the fame day the duke of 
Bolton moved, in the houfe of 
peers, thar the lords fhould be fum- 
moned, on a future day, to take 
into confideration the caufes of the 
capture of the Eaft and Weft India 
ficets in the preceding Auguit; but, 
after fome debate, his grace’s mo- 
tion was withdrawn. 

On the rgth of the month, Mr. 
Burke’s bill was read the firft time ; 
but on the 26th, when a motion 
was made for its being read the 
fecond time, it was oppofed by Mr. 
De Grey, who obferved, that he 
viewed it asa bill the principle of 
which would be more injurious than 
the object would be _ beneficial. 
If aconomy were the only purpofe 
of the bill, it would be impertinent 
in him, or in any man, to fay a word 
again{t it. The neceflity was evi- 
dent ; @conomy was at all times 
ufeful and proper ; but in the pre- 
fent fituation of this country, in- 
volved in a moft expenfive and ca- 
lamitous war, it was peculiarly and 
effentially neceflary. But aconomy 
was not to be purchafed at the ex- 
pence of principle ; it was not to be 
procured by the violation ot facred 
rights ; he was not willing to com- 
mit outrage to find refource, nor to 
deftroy the conflitution to fave the 
country. It was on this ground 
that he mut oppofe it; he difap- 
proved of the means by which the 
end was to be procured. Thesbill 

inted out and connected the ob- 
yects of the reform, as well as the 
manner of carrying the plan into 
execution, fo far as the plan ex- 
tended; the whole fyitem therefore 
was before the houfe ; and being 
thus enabled to compare the priaci- 
ple with the object, the means with 
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AN D 
the end, he confidered the one ay 
charged with much more injy 
than the other could be produdiive 
of benefit. The bill coupled two 
objects, which, in his opinion, 
ought to have been kept feparate 
and diftinét; the refumption of g 
part of the civil lift, and the regu. 
lation of the public offices. With 
regard to the firlt of thefe objets, 
he fhould fpeak of it with the ut 
mott delicacy, becaufe he thought 
that nothing but the lait {lage of 
political neceflity could juttify the 
houfe in applying to a remedy fo 
facred. ‘That the houfe was com. 
petent to inguire into, and corre 
all abufes in the public expenditure, 
and in the management of the mo 
ney granted by parliament for the 
fervices of the ttate, was beyond a 
doubt. It was an inherent, funda- 
mental right, vetted by the coniti- 
tution in the legiflature. But that 
the civil lift revenue was to be 
ranked under that head, and to be 
included under the fame power, was 
a quettion which yet remained tobe 
tried : a queftion on which he 
truited the houfe would not be over 
anxious todetermine. The civil lit 
revenue of the crown was granted 
by parliament in the moft folemn 
and fubftantial form, and granted at 
the fame time for purpofes conttitu- 
tional and neceflary. To refume 
that grant could not be done, in his 
opinion, without the violation of a 
folemn engagement ; an engagement 
which had been made with the bett 
of motives, after the moft ferious 
deliberation. The houfe had not 
at any time interfered with the privy 
purie. Even the fecret committee 
of 1741 had held it facred. The 
act for eftablithing the king’s civil 
litt paffed in the firft year of every 
reign, and was granted to him for 
life : 800,000l, per annum had been 
grant 
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granted to his prefent majefty at _ 
commencement of his reign; an 

an augmentation of 100,0001. a 
ear had fince been made, alfo 
granted for lite. Such was the bar- 
ain made with his majetty in lieu 
of the crown lands. ‘The fit time 
to have agitated fuch a queftion as 
the prefent, was, when this additi- 
onal fum was defired ; but while 
the words * for lite” ftood in thefe 
acts, he fhould never confider the 
civil lift in any other point of view, 
than that of facred private property ; 
as much fo as the eftate of any pri- 
vate gentleman. A penfion bill had 
been propofed to the houfe, and re- 
jected, becaufe it tended to break 
the engagements of parliament ; 
becaufe it tended to refume that 
which had been granted, under 
folemn faith, for a certain time. 
The dignity of the crown was con- 
neéted with its independence ; but 
by the refumption required by the 
bill, the parliament rendered the 
crown dependent upon that houfe ; 
a fituation at once humiliating and 
unconftitutional. The object of re- 
fumption fhould at leaft be adequate 
to the injury; but in this cafe it 
was not fo. The faving propofed 
by the reduction of offices and of 
places was immaterial, when con- 
fidered as a public object, and when 
compared with the expenditure and 
the neceffities of the ftate. Ata 
time when we were obliged, by po- 
litical neceffities, to go into great, 
and indeed enormous expences, it 
was a trifling confideration, that by 
the reduction of a great number of 
places and penfions, a faving fhould 
be made of 200,0001. a year. This 
Was not a fufficient reafon for vio- 
lating the property of individuals, 
which had been rendered facred by 
acts of parliament, and confidered 
by themfelves, aud bythe world, to be 
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as fecure and permanent as freehold 
eftates. When penfions or plaees 
were beftowed on individuals, as re- 
wards for meritorious fervices, or 
tributes due to extraordinary talents, 
he could not but confider them as 
facred property, not incident to re- 
fumption, nor within the controul 
of parliament ; until they had firft 
declared and provided by a fpecial 
{tatute, that their grants of places 
and penfions for life meant to con- 
tinue in force no longer than the 
parliament fhould pleafe. It was a 
ref{umption which the houfe could 
not make either with decency or 
juttice. 

Mr. De Grey then proceeded to 
obferve, that the influence of the 
crown had been fpoken of, as too 
formidable for the liberties of the 
people: but this was faid without 
being proved. It fhould alfo be 
remembered, that a fum very little 
inferior to that with which the 
crown was now inveiled, was granted 
at the time of the Revolution ; and 
which, withoué doubt, after the 
moft mature deliberation, was 
efteemed to be no more than equal 
to the power of prerogative which 
had been abolifhed. Seven hun- 
dred thoufand pounds were grant- 
ed at that time ; and at two 
different periods fince,  patiia- 
ment’ had recognized the grant, 
and added two hundred thoufand 
pounds to the original fum. This 
was confirming the idea of the in- 
dependence of the crown; and it 
took away, in his opinion, the 
power of refumprion. It might be 
confidered, as a queftion not of 
power, nor of right, but a queflion 
of propriety. ‘The houfe fhould 
inquire, whether the object was 
adequate to the end; whether the 
refumption was a thing which would 
produce valuable retrenchments, 
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without giving a fhock to the confti- 


tution; whether the diminution of 


the refpect, the grandeur, and the 

mp of the fovereign, was not an 
anjury to the nation much more ma- 
terial than the revenue which could 

fibly arife from fuch a meafure, 
tt all thefe things were duly con- 
fidered, he was of opinion, that 
the bill would be rejected by the 
houfe. 

The hon. John Townfhend then 
refe, and faid, that he thould give 
his moft hearty affent toa bill, that 
had for its object confequences of 
fuch great national importance as 
the faving of public money, the ap- 
plications of that faving to the ute 
of the public, and a reduction of 
the increafed and increafing influ- 
ence of the crown. But though 
thefe were great objects, the bill 
had another, if poflible, {till more 
Important object in view. For when 
the bill had received the royal 
aflent, it would prove to that houfe, 
and to the world, that the crown 
really felt for the diftrefles of the 
kingdom; that it was unwilling to 
avail itfelf of too liberal an aug- 
mentation of revenue; that it was de- 
firous to remit to dittrefs what might 
be fuppofed to have flowed from 
profperity. It would be the bond 
to connect together more firmly the 
affectiogs of his Majefiy and his 
See It would prove, that we 

ave all one common union, one 
common happinefs, and one com- 
mon fortune : that his Majetty 
could not wifh to plunge the coun- 
try into wars contrary to its intereft, 
fince the crown meant to fink its 
own revenue in proportion to the 
diminution of the property of the 
fubje&t. The bill was objected to 
on the principle of its being a re- 
fumption on the crown; but he had 
always underftood, that parliamen- 
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tary refumptions were no new py: 
ceedings, Undoubtedly it was ay 
ungracious tak : it was irkfome and 
painful to that houfe, to be obliged 
to refort to the revenue of the 
crown for affiftance, even in a time 
of extreme need. But though je 
was painful, it was proper. It wag 
ftrictly conformable, not only to the 
inherent virtue and authority of the 
houfe, but alfo to the example of 
precedent and cuftom. Refumpti. 
ons had been common and frequentia 
former periods of our hitlory. From 
the time of Henry VI. to Hen 

VIII. not a reign pafled without 
parliamentary refumptions; and 
thefe were not merely refumptions 
of yrants made by preceding fo 
vereigns, but of grants made by 
the king himfelf for the time being, 
In the reien of Henry VIII. an a&@ 
of parliament patied for the abo- 
lition of fundry necedle({s offices and 
unneceflary pentions, in order to 
enable that prince to detray the ex 
pences of a war againtt the Scots 
At the pretent crifis, it the people 
were reduced to the necetlity of ap. 
plying to the crown for a retrench 
ment of expence, it was a tafk im 
pofed upon them by the king’s mis 
nitters, whofe mifconduct and ex 
travagance had reduced the nation 
to a fituation which had rendered 
ceconomy neceflary. It was trom 
thefe minifers that the application 
had {prung, who had madly in 
volved us in impolitic wars, firk 
with our own fubjects, and after: 
wards with the half of Europes 
Belides the advantage of aeconomy, 
the bill had alfo a tendency tore 
duce the influence of the crown 
which was a very important con 
lideration. He would not weary 
the patience of the houfe by any 
attempt to prove the exiitence of 


improper influence. The pa 
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of the houfe had recorded the fact ; 
and, if they had not done fo, yet 
every ferious mind now yielded an 
honett confeffion of the truth of At. 
It was neceflary to the reputation 
of the houfe, that they fhould on 
that oceafion aflert the right, and 
convince the world that they would 
do the duty of parliament. The 
nation had been loud in their cla- 
mours againit them. It was faid, 
that they were fhamefully corrupt ; 
that they were the creatures of the 
minifler ; and inftead of being the 
conttitutional guardians of the peto- 
ple, were their worft enemies ; and 
that they were at once the creators, 
and the creatures of influence. It 
was exceedingly becoming the Houfe 
of Commons, and every national 
afembly, to attend to the fufpi- 
cions that were formed of their con- 
duét, and to endeavour to crufh 
them, by removing the caufe. It 
was their duty to fet a virtuous and 
ah honourable example of retrench- 
ment ; by which public fpirit 
would be fortified, and the nation 
be united in one common idea of 
common intereft. It was their duty 
19 point out this conduct to their 
‘overeign, fince it was neceflary to 
his true dignity and grandeur, that 
ne fhould teach by example, how 
to facritice private enjoyments to 
public weliare; that he fhould thew 
his fubjects, that he took an intevet 
in their fufferings ; that he called 
pon them for no exertion to which 
he was not anxious to contribute, 
and that he would participate in 
their fufferings as well as in their 
fuccefs, Such conduct would be 
the means of general conciliation ; 
it would reftore character to parlia- 
ment, and would unite the fovereign 
with his fubjects ; and fuch conduct 


twas their duty and their intereft 
to adopt. 
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Mr. Percival maintained, that it 
was highly unbecoming, as well as 
unjuft, in that houfe, to attempt to 
{feize on the civil lift revenue of the 
crown, and reduce the fovereign to 
a itate of humiliating dependency. 
It derogated from the dignity of the 
crown, and was a meafure that 
would betray the weaknefs more 
than the policy of the country. He 
would never confent to outrage the 
fovercign with a requilition of his 
fortune. If retrenchments were to 
be made in the royal houfhold, they 
ought to be left to the voluntary 
furrender of the crown. If fuch 
meafures were proper, they ought 
to originate with the crown itfelt. 
That houfe ought not to prevent 
the exercife of royal benevolence. 
It was at once ungracious and im- 
proper, to enter into the royal 
apartments, and new-model the ar- 
rangements of ftate. The civil lit 
revenue had been granted by parlia- 
ment for an adequate confideration, 
and upon an honourable and advan- 
tageous bargain. ‘To refume it 
would be a breach of fidelity, as well 
as a flagrant attack upon the crown, 

Lord Nugent declared himfelf to 
be a warm and zealous friend to 
public @conomy, without which, 
he was fully perfuaded, this coun- 
try could not be faved. Cconomy, 
in our public expenditure, was as 
neceflary as firmnets and wifdom in 
our councils, or as valour and con- 
duct in our expeditions and enter- 
prizes. But itdid not follow, that 
parliament fhould embrace kia 
ceconomical project that was offered, 
however plaufibly introduced, how- 
ever refpectable the quarter from 
which it came. He had a very 
high eftcem forthe honourable gen- 
tleman by whom the bill was intro- 
duced; he was convinced of his 
integrity, and of his love of his 

country ; 
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BRITISH AND 


country ; and that his abilities, 
great as they were, were not fupe- 
rior to his virtue. But he did not 
approve of his bill. The object of 

bill was to introduce an uncon- 
ftitutional innovation ; and to re- 
fume from the crown what had been 
folemnly granted to his Majetty for 
life. Would that houfe content to 
degrade the fovereign, diminifh the 
luttre of the crown, and reduce his 
Majetty to a worfe fituation than 
that of any private gentleman in 
the kingdom ? Would they de- 


rive him of the management of his 


income, and put him into the fitu- 


ation of a minor, by obliging him 
to fubmit to the tutelage of parlia- 
ment ? The bill interfered with 
the privy purfe, and took away the 
independency of the crown. ‘To 
admit it to pafs, would be to reduce 
his Majefty to the condition of a 
mere titular monarch, a king with- 
out power, a king but in name, 
like the king of Poland ; or a fo- 
vereign like the doge of Venice, 
altogether dependent on others, and 
fubject to their capricious controul, 
Such a meafure would effentially 
wound and injure the contlitution ; 
for each branch of the legitlature, 
each of the three effates, ought to 
have its fhare of independency ; 
and furely the firft eftate, that which 
was clothed with the fupreme exe- 
cutive power, fhould never be ren- 
dered lefs glorious, lefs independ- 
ent, than the other two. The real 
beauty and excellence of our con- 
ftitution, fo much admired and en- 
vied, was its nice equipoife, that 
equal balance, which gave it {tabi- 
lity, and at once fecured the crown 
in its legal rights, and the people 
in their freedom and immunities. 
But the prefent bill went dire&tly to 
move the balance, and to deftroy 
the equipoife, 


Mr. William Pitt, fon to the late 
celebrated earl of C hatham, and 
who appears to inherit not only the 
name, but the genius of his father 
now rofe, for the firft time, and de. 
lighted the houfe with an cloqueng 
fpeech in favour of the bill, deff, 
vered in a very graceful manner 
and with uncommon energy, He 
began with declaring, that when 
fubject of fo much importance was 
under difcuffion in that houfe, he 
thought it the duty of every mem 
ber of parliament to fpeak his fen. 
timents upon it; that his conftity. 
ents might be able to form a jude 
ment how far he was likely to prove 
a taithtul reprefentative, and whe 
ther he avowed him{elf a true friend 
to the liberties of the people, of 
meant to uphold the influence of the 
crown, in its prefent increafed and 
dangerous extent. He obferved, 
that he perfectly approved of a fen 
timent which had been thrown out, 
by a gentleman who oppofed the 
bill, that fuch a plan of cconomy 
as that propofed by the bill thould 
have originated with the crown it- 
felf. It ought to have come from 
his Majetty’s minifters. It would 
have come with more grace, it 
would have come with more benefit 
to the public tervice, if it had fprung 
trom the royal breatt. His Majefly's 
minitters ought to have come be 
ward, and propofed a reduction in 
the civil lift, and thereby given the 
people the confolation of knowing, 
that their fovercign participated im 
the iufferings of the empire, 
prefented an honourable example ot 
retrenchmentin an hour of general 
difficulty. They ought to have 
confulted the glory of their royal 
mafter, and feated him in the hearts 
of his people, by abating from mag- 
nificence what was due to neceflity. 
Tnilead of waiting for the flow re- 
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queit of a burthened people, they 


qhould have courted popularity by a 
voluntary furrender of ufelefs reve- 
nue. Far more agreeable would it 


have been to that houfe to accede, 


than to propofe ; much more 
pleafing to have ob’erved the free 
exercife of royal bounty, than to 
make the appeal, and point out 
what was right, or what was necetf- 
fary. But if the miniftry failed to 
do this ; if they interfered between 
the benignity of the fovereign, and 
the difrefl’s of his people, and 
ftopped the tide of royal fympathy, 
was that a reafon why the houfe ot 
Commons, his Majefly’s public 
countellors, flould defift from a 
meafure fo congenial tothe paternal 
feclings of the fovereign, fo appli- 
cable to the wants and diftreffes of 
the people ? The natural benefi- 
cence of the royal heart would be 
gratified by the feajonable remit- 
tance ; and it was furely no reafon, 
that becaufe the miniftry failed to 
do their duty, the houfe fhould 
ceafe to attend to theirs. It had 
been agreed on all hands, that the 
burthens under which the people 
groaned, burthens that were more 
likely to be increafed than dimi- 
nithed, were of a degree of pref- 
fure that was fearcely tolerable ; and 
that every man, who pointed out a 
pratiicable mode of relicf, would 
deferve well of his country. The 
bill now before the houfe met this 
idea completely ; its effect would be 
falutary ; its operation eafy. What 
was it that it aimed at? Not the 
toking from the crown any one ne- 
cefliry part of its expence ; not the 
abridyment of what was ufeful, or 
what was honourable ; not the 
{mallett degradation of its glory ; 
but a mere curtailment of ufelefs 
pageantry, of empty fhew, and idle 
pomp. It was undoubtedly an un- 
i782. ° 
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pleafant thing for that houfe to take 
any itep, that tended to leffen the 
income of his Majeity. Attached 
to the perfon of the fovereign, by 
principles of the trucit loyalty, and 
the pureft affection, they could not, 
with fenfations of comfort and eafe, 
proceed with a bill of fuch a nature 
as that which was now before the 
houfe. But then it fhould be re- 
membered, that their conttituents 
were paying enormous taxes, that 
the national diftre!s was generally 
felt, and that the extreme neceflity 
of the times called upon the crown 
to take its fhare in the public mif- 
fortunes, and to contribute fome- 
thing at leaft towards the public ex- 
pence. He had ever confidered it 
to be the duty of a meinber of par- 
lament, to watch over and guard 
the liberties of the people with a 
jealous, and an unabating attention 
and affiduity ; but the firft of all the 
duties of a member of that houfe, 
was the duty of watching over and 
guarding the property of his con- 
itituents. Would they then thew 
themfelves worthy of the confidence 
of the people, if they readily ac- 
ceded to every new impoft that was 
propolfed by the minitler, without 
taking one ftep at lealt to convince 
them, that at the fame time that 
they thought themfelves bound to 
confent to farther additions to the 
national burthens, they took efpecial 
care, that the crown fhould partici- 
pate in the expences of the war, 
and that the royal income fhould 
fuffer in fome proportion to the di- 
minution of income daily experi- 
enced by his Majefty’s fubjects. 
Exclufively of the general claim 
upon the houfe, to adopt the bill 
on the ground of juftice to their 
conftituents, the petitions, that had 
been prefented 1 eo pointed the 


meafure out as immediately agreea- 
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98 BRITIS 
ble to the fentiments of the people ; 
and furely no man would be hardy 
enough to affert, that when the peo- 
ple petitioned parliament in a peace- 
able and conftitutional manner, it 
became that houfe to difregard their 
prayers. One great object of all 

whe petitions which had been pre- 
fented, was, a recommendation of 
ceconomy in the public expendi- 
ture; and one great object of the 
prefent bill was, to carry into effect 
the withes of -he people, by intro- 
ducing a fubftantial fyftem of eeco. 
nomy. Betides the benefits which 
would refult from the bill in this 
refpect, it had another object flill 
more important, and that was, the 
reduction of the influence of the 
crown; an influence, which was 
the more to be dreaded, becaule 
more fecret in its attacks, and more 
concealed in its operations, than 

the power of prerogative. 

Mr. Pitt then adverted to the ob- 
jection that had been made to the 
bill, that the faving propofed by it 
was a matter of trifling confidera- 
tion, when meafured by the neceth- 
ties, or the expences of the time. 
It propofed to Sein no more than 
200,0001. a year into the public 
coffers, and that fum was in- 
fienificant, in the public account, 
when compared with the millions 
we fpend. ‘This was furely the moft 
fingular and unaccountable fpecics 
of reafoning that ever was attempt- 
ed inany affembly. The calami- 
ties of the crifis were too great to be 
benefited by ceconomy ; our ex- 
pences were fo cnormous, that it 
was ridiculous to attend to little 
matters of account. Wehave {pent 
fo many millions, that thoufands 
are beneath our confideration. We 
were obliged to fpend fo much, 
tlrat it was fooliil to think of faving 
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any. By fuch ftrange language ag 
this, had the excellent bill now be. 
fore the houfe been oppofed, By 
it had alfo been faid, that the 
king s civil hf ‘was a irrefumeabl. 
parliamentary grant, and it had 
even been compared to a vprivate 
freehold. ‘The weaknels of fuch 
arguments was their bett retutatigg, 
It was true, that parliament had 
made the grant of the civil litt reve. 
nue fpeciatly for his Majefty’s life, 
But for what purpote was this? 
Was it merely for his Majetty’s 
private ufe ? Noian, he was con. 
fident, would venture to aflert any 
fuch thine. ‘The civil lit revenue 
was granted to his Majetty asthe 
executive part of the tkate, co fap. 
port the government, to pay the 
judges, to pay the other great 
officers, and to maintain the gran 
deur, the dignity, and the luttre of 
the crown, in which every one of 
his fubjects had an intereft. His 
Majetty, in fact, was the trutlee of 
the public, fubject to parliamentary 
fupervilion ; and though tatelage 
was a harfh term, furely no man 
would fay, that it was any degre 
dation toa Britith prince to be ua 
der the guardianfhip of a Britith par- 
liament. The parliament had made 
the grant, and endoubtedly hada 
right to refume it, when the neceh 
fity of afiairs rendered fuch art 
fumption fo neceffary as it was at 
prefent. It would be an unpleafamt 
talk to inveftigate the great differ 
ence that there was between the 
wealth of the empire when thatre 
venue was granted, and the wealth 
at the prefent time. It would ferve, 
however, to fhew, that the fum ol 
revenue which was _neceffary to the 
fupport of the common dignity 
crown and people at that ums 
ought now to be reduced, as the 


pu 








ES SE EERE S 


seat 
eof 


His 
¢ of 
tary 
clage 


Un 
pat 
nade 
ad a 
ecel> 
a [ts 
$ at 
sfant 
iffer- 










it Te 
maith 
ervey 













public neceffities had increafed. 
‘The people who granted that reve- 
nue, under the circumitances of the 
occafion, were juttified iy refuming 
apart of it, under the refling de- 
mand of analtered fituanon. Upon 
the whole, he entirely approved ot 
the prefent bill; he telt himfelf, as 
a citizen of this country, and a 
member of that houfe, highly 
indebted to the author of it ; 
and as he confidered it as eflen- 
tial to the being and the indepen- 
dence of his country, he would 
vive it the molt determined fup- 
port. 

Mr. Wraxall oppofed the bill, 
and laboured to prove, that the in- 
fluence of the crown ought not to 
be diminifhed. He maintained, that 
atthe Revolution prerogative was ab- 
rogated ; and he confidered the in- 
fluence of the crown as being very 
properly introduced in its ftead. 
He declaimed on the great danger 
of popular encroachments, and de- 
mocratic violence ; and faid, that 
thofe who loved the Englith peo- 
ple, and their liberties, mutt aflem- 
ble round the throne. They mutt 
cetend it from all attacks, as well 
from innovating projects of danger- 
ous, but well-meaning  theoritts, 
as trom the open aflaults of its 
avowed enemies, or otherwife the 
conttitution itfelf would fall ; for 
the flabilitv of the throne and the 
fecurity of the people were infe- 
parable. 

Lord Maitland complimented Mr. 
Burke, and his bill, in high terms, 
and faid, that he was, perhaps, the 
on'y man in the country whofe pow- 
ers were equal to fo fyflematic and 
generous aretorm, He had con- 
nected liberality with intereft. He 
had made it policy to be generous. 
It was no Intl, narrow, wretched 
icheme of retrenchment, breaking 
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in upon the dignity of the crown, 
or the honour of the nation ; but 
a great and beautiful arrangement 
of office, calculated to ornament 
the court, inftead of degrading it. 
It dettroyed the underwood of gran- 
deur, the bufhes under which the 
ferpent of influence lurked, and 
from which, unfeen, it ftung and 
tainted the dignity of the conftitu- 
tion, It cut away the contami- 
nating excrefcences, and by this 
means it fructified, initead of in- 
juring the tree itfelf. It gave ftabi- 
lity to power, by relieving it from 
the burthens by which it was op- 
prefled. It was calculated to {trip 
off the poifonous fhirt with which 
the Hercules of the conftitution 
was invefted, and in which he la- 
boured in all the agonies of death. 
(Economy was the remedy to which 
we mutt apply. It was the fovereign 
fpecific, by which we might yet avert 
the confequences of coniumptive de- 
cline, ‘Thofe who objected to the pre- 
fent bill did in fact declare, that ceco- 
nomy was not neceflary, or not pro 
per, and that corrupt influence ought 
to be maintained. It was idle and 
abfurd to difpute the exiftence of 
undue influence, which could not 
be ferioufly doubted of, by any man 
in that houfe. It had been the infa- 
mous tafk of the minifters to bribe 
thofe men whom they could not 
perfuade. The mad and ruinous 
American war had exhaufted our 
refources ; but the infinuating pow- 
ers of corruption were {till employed 
to induce parliament to confent to a 
continuance of that war. Thofe 
men, who had acted without fyftem 
in the operations of government, 
had been both ingenious and fuc- 
cefsful in the management of par- 
liament. Such was now the ftate of 
corruption, that no man could live 


and think in this country, without 
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fuch irrefragable proofs preffing on 
his feelings every moment, as mutt 
neceffurily convince him, however 
incredulous, of this truth, that the 
influence of the crown had enor- 
moutly increafed ; and that man 
muft be under an extraordinary de- 
lufion, who could really fuppofe, 
that it ought not to be diminifhed. 
As to the prefent bill, though it 
was calculated to remove corrupt 
influence, it had ‘no tendency to 
leffen the honourable power of the 
crown. If the -fovereign poflefled 
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the confidence, and the love of hij 
people; if he and they were 
together by the bonds of fym 
thetic repaid and affection, cha i 
crown would be more fplendid, and 
poficfs, more luitre than it could 
polbly derive from parade and 
pageantry. 

Several other gentlemen {poke on 
both fides of the queition, and Mr, 
Burke himfelf made another fj 
in fupport of his bill. But, after 
along debate, it was rejected by a 
majority of 233 to 190. 


P. EX. 


Dedate in the Houwfe of Commons, on Motions made by Mr. Sheridan, relation 
to the Employment of the Military in the Suppreffion of Riots, without Are 
thority from the Crail Magifirate, and to the Kelice of the City of Wel- 
minfier. A Requiftion made by the Minifter, for upwards of T eventy-ome 


Millions for the Service of the current Year. 


The Requiftion complied 


avith, Opfofition made in both Hou/is to the Terms of the Minister's Loan 
Proteft againff it in the Houj/e of teers. 


OWEVER neceffary might be 
the interference of the mili- 
tary, in the fuppreffion of thofe 
daring outrages which took place in 
the metropolis in the year 1780, 
there were many who confidered the 
exertion of that power, without any 
authority from the civi! maciflrate, 
as a very ‘dangerous precedent ; and 
who were folicitous to prevent any 
ill confequences refulting from it 
an future. It was trom fuch views 
as theft, that, on the rft of March, 
the three following motions were 
made in the Houfe of Commons 
by Mr. Sheridan. 

1. That the military force en- 
trufted to his majetty by parliament, 
cannot juitifiably be applied to the 
difperfing illegal and tumultuous 
affemblies of the people, without 
waiting’ for directions trom the civil 


magiftrates, but where the outrages 
have broken forth with fuch vio- 
lence, that all civil authority is 
over-borne, and the immediate fub- 
verfion of all legal government di- 
rectly threatened. 

2 That the neceflity of iffuing 
tht unprecedented order to the mi- 
litary, on the 7th of Junc laft, to 
act without waiting for directions 
from the civil magiftrates, affords a 
trong prefumption of the defective 
ttute of the magiftracy of Weftmin 
iter, where the riots began. 

3+ That a committee be appoint 
ed to inquire into the conduct of the 
magiftracy and civil power of the 
city of Weftminfter, with refpec t 
the riots in June, 1780, and toexa 
mine ang report to this houfe, the 
prefent ftare of the magiftracy a 
government of the faid city. 








mi- 





In the fpeech by which he intro- 
duced thefe propofitions, Mr. She- 
ridan remarked, that the police of 
every country was an object of im- 

ortance. In a defpotic country, 
where the laws were regulated by 
the will of the fovereign, the 
purpofe of the police was to give 
comfort and fecurity to the fubject, 
and, perhaps, to furnifh fecret in- 
formation to the rulers. But ina 
conftitution of liberty, like that of 
England, it was the duty and the 
object of the people to prefer the ef- 
fentials of freedom to the comforts 
of cafe ; and they were not to pur- 
chafe internal protection at the ex- 
pence of flavery. It was not a dead 
and flavifh quiet; it was not a paf- 
five calm and fubmiilion that were the 
ultimate objects of police in tuch a 
{tate ; but as much good order as was 
contittent with the active, bufy, and 
buttling geniusof liberty. ‘They were 
not to be awed into fubmilfion by a 
military force, dependent on the will 
of one man, towhom they delegat- 


ed their power ; nor to conttitute a” 


police, which only could derive 
maintenance and effect by the inter- 
vention of arms. It was for this 
purpofe that the legitlature of Great 
Britain prudently and wifely eftab. 
lithed a military power only for the 
duration of one year, or rather they 
fufpended the illegality of the milt- 
tary power fora year. It was for this 
thatthey would intrutt no permanent 
and durable military torce in the 
hands of the crown, but preferved 
to themfelves the fecurity of efeape, 
whenever that force fhould be 
mifapplied to objects for which it 
was not defigned. As to the police 


of Weftminiter, its wretched ftate 
Was too well known to require any 
particular defcription. Its weaknefs 
and inefficacy were too feverely felt, 
ata late dreadful period, to be de- 
To that we 


pended on in future, 
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were to afcribe the riots and the 
outrages that had broken forth in 
the preceding June, and which had 
raged without controul for many 
days. ‘To that we were to afcribe 
the order which had beea iffued to 
the military, toact without waiting 
for orders trom the civil power, 
To that we were to afcribe the 
e(tabliihment of military power in 
this country for four months, and 
its being extended to every part of 
the country. It was the police of 
Weftminiter that had given rife to 
all thefe calamities and alarms ; and 
yet not one meafure had been taken, 
nor one attempt made, to correct the 
police, or to prevent a repetition of 
the famedangers. He wasaware, that 
it. might be faid, that if the negli- 
gence and incapacity of the civil pow- 
er of Weitiminiter had contributed fo 
much to thefe evils, the fame impu- 
tation ought to be thrown upon the 
magiitracy of the city of London ; 
fince the tumults had reigned with 
equal impunity in that city, and 
with equal confequences, ‘lo this 
he could only fay, that he could not 
forget, for a moment, that the tu- 
mults began in the city of Weftmin- 
fter ; that there they had their fmall 
beginnings, and that there they 
might have been checked with lefs 
exertion, than in the fubfequent 
progrefs of their accumulating force. 
But the fuccefs of the riots in the 
city of London had been afcribed to 
the want of conduct and courage in 
the chief magifirate. It was to him, 
and not tothe civil power in general 
of the city, that the blame was 
given. But however cenfurable 
might have been the behaviour of 
the lord-mayor of London, the lord- 
lieutenant of the county ot Middle- 
fex mutt have been at leatt equally 
criminal. He was invefted with the 
important truft of appoinging and re 
gulating the civil power of the coun- 
H 3 ty, 
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ty, and it was his duty to fee that 
pd magiftrates and the officers, 
whom he had put into the commif- 
fion, did their duty to their country ; 
and if they did not, he ought to 
have collected them together, to 
have appointed them their ftations, 
and to have put them into active 
employment. But without farther 
inveftigating that matter, it was pro- 

rto inquire, why, after the me- 
fanchdly experience that we had had 
of the wretched ftate of the police, 
no meafures had been adopted to 

ut iton a more refpectable footing ? 
Had no attempt been made to eftab- 
lith fome more effectual fyftem of 
police, in order that we might full 
depend on the remedy of the bayo- 
net ; and that the military power 
might be called in to the aid of 
contrived weaknefs, and deliberate 
jnattention ? It might, rey be 
the with of fome, that the tubject 
might be familiarized to the em- 
sployment of the military in the fup- 
preifion of riots; and that, upon 
occafions lefs alarming than the laft, 
they might refort again to the fame 
remedy. 

It might be urged, he farther ob- 
ferved, in juttification of govern- 
ment for the orders which they had 
lately iffued, that they believed the 
fubftitution of the military to be a 
fate, eafy, and conititutional mea- 
fure, in all cafes of tumult and riot. 
He would not attemptto go into any 
ferious inveitigation of this argu- 
ment, but only affert, that if it 
were true, that, in cafes of extreme 
danger, fuch a remedy might be 
fafe, eafy, and conftitutional, {till 
it would be improper to be acknow- 
ledged by parliament; for what 
might be legally done, would be 
done oftener. He withed to fee a 
bill of indemnity pats, by which 
the queilion would be eftablifhed on 
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its proper bafis, and the 
would have the confidence of knoy. 
ing, that though the late interfer, 
ence was falutary, it was unconfi. 
tutional. If he wanted any addi. 
tional reafon to convince him of the 
danger of leaving fuch a power ig 
the hands of the crown, a circum. 
fiance which occurred in the other 
houfe, at the opening of the feflion, 
would give him the moft convincing 
proof of the neceflity of deciding on 
the do¢trine. ‘This was, that his 
majefty was praifed and exalted for 
not having acted, in that hour of 
horror and confufion, like the ki 
of Sweden, in directing his amnns 
again{t the liberties of the country, 
This was an expreffion fo alarmi 
in its nature, fo threatening 
fo formidable, that he could not 
help thinking it incumbent on the 
houfe to refcue the country froma 
fufpicion fo dreadful. What! was 
it in his majetty’s power, at that 
moment, to have trampled on the 
liberties of the country, and to have 
introduced military government ia 
the place of the prefent conttitu- 
tion? Was that the critis, when 
this might have been eftablithed, 
when the minds ef the people were 
loft in terror and ‘confufion? No; 
that was not the moment of danger; 
the crifis was, when, after the inter 
ference of the military power, the 
chief juftice of England faid thatit 
was legal, and afferted, that the 
military acted not as foldiers buta 
citizens ; and when this declaration 
was not objected to by a fpecific te 
folution of parliament, but bore the 
teftimony of general acquicfcenc 
That was the moment when the & 
berties of the people were in dangef; 
and if it did give the opportunity @ 
the crown, the opportunity 
exifted. The power. claimed, 
employing the military without the 
coucul 
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eoncurrence of the civil power, had 
been aflerted, in fome initances at 
leaft, without a caufé, The dan- 
ger was confined to the metropolis ; 
why then was the order extend- 
ed to every part of the kingdom f 
Or granting that it was neceflary to 
extend it, why continue it for four 
months? If this doétrine were to 
be laid down, that the crown could 
cive orders to the military to inter- 
fere, where, when, and for what 
length of time it pleafed, then we 
might bid farewel to frecdom. If 
this were the law, we fhould then 
be reduced toa military government 
of the very worl {pecies, in which 
we fhould have all the evils of a de- 
fpotic ftate, without its difcipline, 
or fecurity. But we were given 
to underftand, that we had the bett 
protection againit this evil in the 
virtue, the moderation, and the 
conttitutional principles of the fove- 
reign. However highly he might 
think of the virtues and modera- 
tion of the king, he trufted that 
this was a {pecies of liberty which 
would never difgrace an Englith 
foil. The liberty ‘that refted on 
the virtuous inclinations of any 
one man, was but fufpended de- 
{fpotifin: the fword was not indeed 
upon their necks, but it hung by 
the {mall brittle thread of human 
will. 

The motions made by Mr. Sheri- 
dan were feconded by Mr. Fitzpa- 
trick, who obferved, that himfelf, 
as well as the military profeffion in 
general, to which he had the ho- 
nour to belong, would thank the 
honourable gentleman for bringing 
on the bufinefs, and clearing .up a 
dottrine, which gave them much 
pain and uneafinefs, They were an- 
xious to have the queftion brought 
to a decifion, that it might remain 
xo longer in doubt and perplexity. 
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If the military were to be employed 
againit their fellow-citizens, with- 
out waiting for the orders of the 
civil power, he thould no longer 
with to belong to a profeilion fo 
dangerous and fatal to the liberties 
of his country. At the fame time, 
he faid, the juttices of Middlefex 
were too eager to call in the military 
power. On every little occafion 
they reforted to’ this defperate re- 
medy ; and found, in the aflittance 
of the military, a ready excufe for 
the want of their own exertion and 
activity. He expretled his indigna- 
tion at the exprelions which had 
been made ufe of in the other 
houfe, in which the fovereign 
was applauded for his moderation 
in not having employed the mili- 
tary tocnilave the nation. ‘To fup- 
pofe that the military would aifit 
in overturning the conftitution, if 
the monarch required it, was a libel 
on the profeilion, Could he believe 
fuch an opinion well founded, he 
would think his character as an offi- 
cer difgraceful, and would hold it 
no longer. He ecarneftly recom- 
mended to the houfe the confidera- 
tion of the buinefs, and trufted that 
fome mode would be eftablifhed, to 
put the police of Weftminfter on fo 
refpectable a footing, as to render 
the interference of the military, in 
cafes of riot, unneceflary. 

Mr. Mansfield, the folicitor-ge- 
neral, oppofed the motions; and 
faid, that he thought it quite unne- 
cefflary to touch upon fuch quettions 
as thofe decided on in the firft refo- 
lution propofed, becaufe he could 
not recolle& one inftance wherein 
the legiflature had by name intro- 
duced the military into any civil re- 
gulations ; the power of fuppreffing 
commotions was left entirely to the 
magiftracy, without any exprefs 
provifion for military affiflance ; 

H 4 and 
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and therefore it was beft not to form 
abftraét opinions into refolutions of 
the houfe. | but to leave the vindica- 
tion of minifters, for calling in the 
foldiery, to reft as ic had hitherto 
done, on the neceffity of the cafe. He 
thought the complaint, which had 
been urged agaiait the meafure in 
quettion, peculiarly unreafonable, 
becaufe the behaviour of the mili 
tary had been meritorious in the cx- 
treme. No inilance of cruelty or 
infolence had been or could be pro- 
duced, nor had they abufed the 
power committed to them in a 
fingle inftance. On the contrary, 
if their behaviour had been in 
any refpect exceptionable, it was 
in being too pailive at firit, and 
waiting too tenacioufly fer the au- 
thority of the civil magiitrate to 
diyectthem. Their interference he 


fhould entirely contider as that of 


citizens, anxious for the preferva- 
tion of public order; and in that 
character the employing them was 
furely unexceptionable. This doc- 
trine had been brought in difpute, 
he thought, very abfurdly, fince 
nothing in his opinion could be 
more clear and diitinét, than that 
every man in this country, foldier 
as well as citizen, was bound, by 
his obligations to the community, 
to protect the property and the lives 
of his neighbours againtt violenee 
and outrage. Therefore, w hen 
they faw any act of felony commit- 
ting or committed, they were called 

upon to afhiit the opprefied ; ; and if 
they could not prevent the felony 
without making ufe of force, they 
were bound by their allegiance to 
refort to that force. There was no 
diitnétion between citizen and fol- 
dier in this refpect ; their duties in 
this view were the fame, and their 
juilification would alfo be equal : it 


would depend entirely on the necef 
fity of.the cafe. 

Mr. Thomas Townthend dec 
himfelf to be firmly and fully of 
Opinion, that on accqunt of the late 
extraordinary interpoltion of the 
milit: ary, an indemn: ‘ty bill was Dey 
ceflary to the character of the minis 
filer, as well as to the fecurity of the 
fubject. After the riot about the 
gin act, there was an indemnity a@ 
pafled; and it had always been 
thought by conftitutional men tq 
be neceflary , in order that the ille. 

gality of employing the military 
might be rec: gnized by parliament, 
With refpect to the firit of the mo 
tions now before the houfe, he ob 
ferved that fome gentlemen were of 
Opinion, that it was imprudent, and 
might be dangerous, to bring any 
great conftitutional quettion into 
agitation in the prefent times. There 
was certainly much ground for this 
opinion ; and cvery real friend to 
the rights of the people would rather 
with to have many refolutions, on 
fubjeéts moft facred to liberty, and 
to the prefervation of the conttitus 
tion, left as they were tramed and 
fupported by our anceitors, than 
bring them into agitation now, when 
they might receive much injury, but 
could hardly obtain any new accel: 
fion of ftrength. However, as the 
honourable gentleman, who had 
given rife to the prefent debate, had 
{tated a propofition to the houfe, 
highly proper in itfelf, and pre 
conftitutional, he hoped the hou 
would adopt it, and not by a fe 
je‘tion give the colour for an afler- 
tion, that they thought the, propolie 
tion wrong, or that they were of & 
different opinion. 


Lord North then rofe, and faid, 
that the minifters had feveral reafons 
for entertaining no idea or intention 
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of applying to parliament for an act 
of indemnity, on account of the ute 
that had been made of the military 
in the fuppretlion of the late nots. 
In the firft place, an act of indemni- 
ty, in his conception, was only ne- 
ceflary where one individual was li- 
able to a profecution from having 
done another an injury, by an act 
which had neverthelefs been produc- 
tive of the greateft public utility. 
It fometimes happened, that in the 
accidental confequences of thofe 
great political meafures, which, 
trom the emergency of the particu- 
lar crifis, were neceflarily to be 
adopted, without the knowledge or 
confent of parliament, fome particu- 
lar citizen might fuftain conticer- 
able injury ; and as the mimitier had 
exceeded law in the execution of the 
meafure which had produced this 
injury, the fuflering man could have 
a leval action againit the minitter, 
and might recover damages in a 
court of jultice. In fuch inftances, 
theretore, it was neceflary for the 
author of fuch a meafure to have 
recourfe to parliament, to fecure 
him againft the ftigma and inconve- 
niencies which would attend a con- 
viclion in a court of juttice ; and it 
had been the uniform practice of 
parlisment to grant thefe indem- 
nilicauons with alacrity and plea- 
fure: but, in the prefent inftance, 
what 1 


~ 


individual was there who 
could pretend to have fultained an 
injury? In protecting the lives, 
and fecuring the property of his ma- 
jelty’s fubjects, he felt no apprehen- 
fion of a profecution. Ifany fuch in- 
ftance thould occur, then, and not 
till then, would he apply to parlia- 
ment; for it was never too late to 
fupplicate their patronage ; and to 
fineld himfelf againft the effcéts of 
uch affault. Another reafon why 
he had yet folicited no indemnity 
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was this, that fo long as parliament 
were — asto his conduét, he re- 
quired none, They had it in their 
power to impeach him; if they 
did not, that was his indemnity ; 
and he was perfectly content with 
the tacit implication of proteétion 
which they had hitherto, by their 
forbearance, afforded him, and he 
doubted not would continue to af- 
ford him. “There was {till another 
circumttance which had _ prevented 
his application to parliament on this 
fubject, and that was, a full and 
perfect confcioufnefs that he had 
done his duty, and no more than his 
duty; that he therefore had no oc- 
cation tor an indemnification ; for 
the proper execution of duty requir- 
ed none. Neceflity fuperfeded all 
law, and conttiruted law. Where 
that exitted, illegality was nonfenfe : 
there could be no illegality then, 
properly confidered ; for the firft of 
all laws inhered in fuch inftances, 
and juftified what it produced. 
Would any man ferioufly contend, 
that the decibel tumults in — 
lait had not conficuted a neceflity ? 
It they had, the remedy that was 
applied, however illegal under dif- 
ferent circumftances, and under dif- 
ferent circumitances he admitted it 
to be fo, ceafed to deferve that a 
pellation, and became as perfeétly 
conititucional, as any act could be 
under any poflible fuppofition or 
firuation whatever. ‘The princi- 
pal object of the firft motion now 
before the houfe, appeared to be, 
to regulate and define the circum. 
{tances under which, and which on- 
ly, it fhould be proper and legal to 
recur to the military power, An 
attempt of this nature was, in his 
eftimation, perfectly impracticable, 
There could be no definition com- 
prehenfive enough to include all the 
poflible variety of cafes which might 
occur 5 
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occur; and what would be the con- 
fequence, if an inftance fhould hap- 
not embraced in the defcription, 
oe this, that there would be an 
unavoidable timidity in the execu- 
tive power, and the effects of any 
tumult might extend to a degree ta- 
tal to the conflitution and exiftence 
of the country. But where would 
gentlemen choofe to have the power 
repofed, of preventing improper ap- 
lications of the military ? Surely 
not in better hands than H now was ; 
for this power was in the poffetfion 
of parliament, Nothing could juf- 
tify the introduction of this power, 
but necefliry ; and the parhament 
always had the right of enquiring 
into the nature and degree of that 
neceffity. If it was made a falfe 
plea, then they could punifh the 
‘authors of it; if not, nothing ille- 
al had been committed, and the 
Riberties and conititution of the 
people remained untouched and un- 
infringed, 

Sir George Savile particularly 
oppofed the doctrines that had been 
advanced by the efolicitor-gencral. 
He confidered them, he fhid, as 
highly dangerous to the conitlitu- 
tion, becaufe their tendency was 
to difguife that great fource of dan- 
ger, that conftant object of terror, 
to every man who valued contlitu- 
tional liberty, a ftanding army. 
Soldiers, we were told, were to be 
confidered as citizens in common 
with other fubjects ; three or four 
of them were formed into a file, to 
thefe others were added, and they 
were then lengthened and deepened 
into columns and battalions ; but 
they were ftill to be confidered 
merely as citizens, perfectly harm- 
lefs to the conftitution. No danger 
whatever, we were informed, was 
to be apprehended from employing 
tem in fervices, in which the voice 
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of the ancient law, and the policy 
of our moit virtuous ancettors, ha 
guarded mott anxioufly againtt theip 
being employed. Admitting th 
quibble tor a moment, he fiid, thas 
fuch doctrine might be law, with 
refpect to the interpofition of ong 
fingle individual, would the learned 
gentleman, who had that day maip. 
tained this opinion in the 
farther contenc, that there was no 
difference between one man’s inter 
fering, admitting that one man t 
be a foldier, and a regular body be. 
ing called upon by the king to 
under the command of his offivers, 
and to execute his purpofes? The 
learned gentleman knew this to be 
an unconttitutional doctrine; and, 
therefore, when he advanced it there, 
he mutt be prefumed to have had 
recourfe to fome fuch perfonal bis 
fection as wus reterred to in his doe 
trine, refpecting the fame men being 
confidered both as citizens and fole 
diers; and accordingly he had given 
this opinion, not as a lawyer, but 
as a member of parliament only. 
Sir George doubted whether it had 
been prudent, as matters now flood, 
to introduce the prefent butinefs in 
to parliament ; but as it was fairly 
before the houfe, the miniltry ought 
to be very cautious how they pros 
ceeded concerning it: they ought 
to be the more wary, becauie if they 
negatived the propofition which had 
been made to them, they would ia 
all probability excite fufpicions and 
opinions very injurious to the liber 
ties of their country, and to the pre 
fervatign of the conftitution. - Atter 
fome farther debate, Mr. Sheridan 
withdrew his firtt motion: his fe 
cond was rejeed, upon a divifion, 
by a majority of 171 to g4; and 
his third was negatived without @ 
divifion. 

On the 7th of the month, the 
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houte having refolved itfelf into a 
committee of way's and means, the 
minifter exprefled his concern, that 
the very great exigencies of the ftate 
had rendered it neceflary to launch 
out into expences fo far exceeding 
the ordinary revenue of the king- 
dom, as thofe which had already 
been vored, and ttl remained to be 
yored for the fervice of the current 
year. He was forry to add, that a 
very confiderable fum, included in 
the prefent fupply, arote trom a de- 
ficiency in the taxes for the laft and 
receding years. Yet he was glad 
that he had it in his power tointorm 
the houfe, that he thould provide 
fuch taxes for the payment of the 
new loan, as would tpare him the 
dilagreeable tafk of taking here- 
after from the finking fund, But 
he deferred, tor a tew days, ttating 
the new taxes to the houte. His 
lordthip moved, ** That towards the 
fupply granted to his majetty, the 
fum of twelve millions thould be 
railed by a loan, and 480,0o0cl. by 
way of lottery.” He explained to 
the houfe the terms of his loan, 
which he admitted to be a very hard 
bargain for the pablic; but faid, 
that the necetlity of borrowing on 
fuch difadvantageous terms, arofe 
from the low ilate of our public 
funds. He computed that the army 
extraordinaries weuld amount. to 
about 3,400,0001. ‘Ihe whole fum 
required tor the fervice of the year 
would be upwards of twenty-one 
millions. By exchequer bills he 
propoied to raife 3,500,000l. which, 
with the land and malt taxes, fink- 
ing tund, and a Joan of twelve mil- 
lions, would make a conliderable 
fum more than was requifite tor the 
neceflary fupplies, and from that 
overplus he propofed to pay off a 
part of the navy 5 : 

Mr, Fox objected to the terms of 


the loan, which he confidered as fo 
difadvantageous to the public, that 
the minifter was highly reprehen- 
fible for complying with them, Bur, 
independently ot the itrong objections 
he felt to the loan, as a queflion of 
finance, and a matter of aconomy, 
he felt it to be iti! more importante 
when confidered in a political view. 
‘Lhe profit on the propofed loan, in 
every way that he had been able to 
take it, and fubject to every pro- 
bable contingency, was nine hun- 
dred thoufand pounds; and this 
large fum was in she hands of the 
minitter, to be granted in douceurs 
to the members of that houfe as 
compenfations for the expence of an 
election, or for any other purpofo 
of corrupt influence which might 
fuit his views. Mr. Fox alfo object- 
ed to the lottery that was propofed ; 
and obferved, that of all the differ- 
ent ipecics of gaming, that of lotte- 
ries was the moit dangerous and de- 
{tructive to the people at large. He 
thercfore moved, that the latter 
part of the minisier’s motion refpect- 

ing the lottery, fhould be omitted. 
Mr. Pulteney declared it to be 
his opinion, that the terms of the 
loan were extremely bad, and the 
douceur extravagantly high. Ie 
amounted, he faid, to upwards of 
nine per cent. which mutt have a 
very ill effect on the price of the 
funds, and encourage very cxtrava- 
gant expectations on furure loans. 
The lottery was alfo oppofed by 
lord Mahon, Mr. Hufley, and Mr. 
Byng; but the metion, as originally 
propofed by the minifter, was car- 
ried by a majority of 169 to tit. 
The report ot che committee was af- 
terwards agreed to by the houfe, 
though not without fome farther 
oppofition, particularly from Sir 
George Savile, who fpoke very 

ftrongly againit the lottery, an 
warily 
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warmly re the whole tran- 
faétion, refpecting the loan, as 
fhameful and profligate. In the 
houfe of peers, when a ‘motion was 
made for the third reading of the 
loan-bill, the marquis of Rocking- 
ham maintained, that the loan to 
which their lordihips were going to 
give a fanction, by paffing that bill, 
was one of the moit corrupt in its 
formation, the moft fhame/ul in its 
progrefs, and as far as the confe- 
quences could be fuppofed to ex- 
tend, the moft injurious to the 
public that could poflibly be con- 
ceived. He afferted, th 4 accord- 
ing to the minifter’s terqs, and 
which were now to be ratified 
by parliament, the profit given 
to the fubfcribers for the loan of 
twelve millions amounted to the 
enormous fum of nearly ten per 
cent. or one million two hundred 
thoufand pounds premium, befides 
an ufurious intereit of five and a 
half per cent. in perpetuity. His 
lordfhip added, that he did not 
doubt a this meafure originated in 
neceflity : he meant minifterial ne- 
ceffity ; for notwithitanding the nvu- 
merous places, penfions, contracts, 
and every other fpecies of influence, 
in the gift or difpofal of the mini- 
fter, notwithftanding the laft effect 
of a weak and unpopular admini- 
firation, he meant the lavifh hand 
with which honours were conferred, 
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upon all fizes and defcripti 
perfons ; yet fuch was the folly, fuch 
the madnefs, nay, he might 
fuch was the wickednefs of the meq 
fures of government, that the mi. 
nifter found himfelf compelled 
refort to this fhameful watte of 

lic money, to bring to his ftandan 
the corruptible part of his 
nents, and to fix and perfuade the 
wavering and doubtful among his 
friends. He concluded with ob 
ferving, that he thought it an agof 
duty to teftify his total difapprobae 
tion of a loan, which, at a ume of 
fuch public calamity as the prefent, 
when the utmoit economy became 
neceflary, wantonly and corruptly 
lavithed at leait a million ferling; 
aud that, in his apprehenfioa, 
merely for the purpofe of influ. 
encing or bribing the reprefentatives 
of the nation, in parliament, to 
give their countenance and fupport 
to the continuance of a moft wicked, 
impolitic, and ruinous war. No 
reply was made to this charge by 
the lords in adminittration: the 
bill, however, paffed ; but a vigo 
rous proteit again{t the loan, as ims 
provident in its terms, corrupt im 
its operation, and partial in its di- 
{tribution, was entered in the jour 
nals of the houfe, figned by the 
marquis of Rockingham, the duke 
of Portland, and feveral other peer, 
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Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the Increafe of Popery. Debate in the Houfe 


of Commons on the Contraétors Bill. 


. 


Debate on the Bill for refraining 


The Bill reefied, on a Divifions 
Revenue Officers from voting at the 


Ele&ions of Members of Parliament. The Bill rejected. Debate on a 
Motion of Mr. Minchin, relative to the State of the Navy. Debate ona 
Motion of Sir George Savile, that a felee? Committee Joould be appointed, 
in order to inguire into the Circumflances of the Loan. 


H E apprehenfions which had 

been entertained by fome 
perfons in the kingdom relative to 
the increafe of popery, and which 
ave rife to the eftablifiment of the 
| waded aflociation in the pre- 
ceding year, were not entirely con- 
fined to the lower orders of the 
xcople : foron the roth of March, 
Earl Ferrers ftood up in his place, 
in the houfe of peers, and made fe- 
veral obfervations on the increafe of 
Roman Catholics in England, which 
he reprefented to be alarming. That 
they were increafed, he endeavoured 
to prove, from the comparifon of 
three different computations made 
at three different periods. In 17175 
he faid, the number of papifts in 
the diocefe of Chefter, upon a fair 
calculation, was 10,090;-in 1767, 
upon a fimilar eftimate, they had 
arifen to 25,0c0; and according to 
the late computation, made by the 
direction of parliament, they amount- 
ed to upwards of 27,c00. His lord- 
thip thought, that it was fair to ar- 
gue from this pagticular diftrict to 
the kingdom in general, and there- 
fore concluded, that the number of 
Roman Catholics, upon the whole, 
mult have been increafed more 
than double within the period men- 
tioned. He confidered this as- fo 
dangerous to the religious ettablifh- 
ment, and domeftic fecurity of this 
Country, that, with the permiffion 


of their lordfhips, he would bring 
in a bill for ttopping the increafe of 
fo growing anevil, and particularly 
for impofing fome fevere penalties 
upon any attempts on the part of 
papifts to make converts to their 
faith ; and likewife ftriétly to pro- 
hibit their teaching in fchools of 
any denomination. If the fenfe of 
the houfe was with him; he meant 
to move, that their lordhhips fhould 
be fummoned on a future day, 
for the purpofe of refolving the 
houfe into a committee, to con- 
fider of certain propofitions, calcu- 
lated to reftrain the farther growth 
of popery within this kingdom. He 
trufted, that their lordthips would 
give him the credit he deferved, 
when he affured them, that his mo- 
tives were not founded in a falfe 
zeal, or intolerant fpirit; in any 
inclination to opprefs or to perfecute. 
So far from it, that he was clearly 
of opinion, that many of the laws 
now in being were both cruel and 
impolitic; and, indeed, ,this was 
the reafon that the whole code was 
become a dead letter. It was in 
order to ftrike out a middle path, 
that he prefumed to give their lord- 
fhips the intended trouble: he de- 
figned to propofe revifing thofe laws, 
or rather repealing all the Pee: fta- 
tutes now in being againft popery, 
and pafling a general law in their 
ftead, which fhould have two fhe 
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cial objects in view ; the proteétion 
of the people, profeffing the Romith 


religion, in the free exercife of it, 
of their civil liberties, and pro- 


; the other, by providing 
uch wholefome rettrictions as might 
promife to asa the ers 

th of . He would wit 

ie tava Arvser law ettablifhed as 
would vot clafh with the rules of 
humanity and juftice, and yet fuch 
a law as would be effective, as 
would defeat every attempt to pro- 
pagate a religion, which, from its 

rinciples and tenets, held out 
me temptations to the weak, the 
credulous, and the ignorant. He 
would with to fee leis rigour and 
more efficacy introduced into the 
laws for preventing the growth of 
popery: for though he was not 
apt to be alarmed by bug-bears, 
he could eafily torefee, from the 
documents to which he had be- 
fore referred, that an evil, trifling 
and comparatively finall in its firit 
appearance, might increafe, and 
gain ftrength futlicient to produce, 
in its progrefs, confequences of a 
very ferious nature. Should none 
of their lordthips oppofe his inten- 
tions, he intended to move, that 
they fhould be fummoned to attend, 
for the purpofe of taking the fub- 
jet into confideration that he had 
now ftated to the houfe. 

The bithop of Chefler obferved, 
that he had no intention to oppofe 
the noble lord’s defign of imtro- 
ducing a bill for checking the 
growth of popery ; but as the dio- 
cefe of Cheiter had been particu- 
larly alluded to, he thought him- 
felt under fome neceffity to explain 
to their lordthips the true fource of 
the increafe mentioned. He had 
made calculations, as well as the 
noble lord, and acknowledged, that, 





as to the general refult, his ac 

very nearly correfponded with 

which had juft been ftated; hy 
though he had every reafon to de. 
pend upon that calculation which 
was made in the year 1767, anj 
alfo on that fubfequently formed 
in 1780, yet he had various reafons 
for difputing the accuracy, or ay, 
thenticity, of the firit eflimatiog 
made in 1717, which he believed tp 
be very vague and uncertain, [f 
there were no other argument than 
this, again{t the conclufion which 
had been drawn, that the number 
was increafed more than double, 
yet that would be of confiderable 
validity, as it would flew the houfe, 
that though this conclufion was not 
neceflarily falfe, yet it was pr 

not true : and Sides upon hipee 
by no means to be confided in, no- 
thing could be fairly inferred from 
it. The circumftance, however, 
to which he principally referred, 
was this, and a very fimple th 

cogent one it was; the immenfe im 
creafe of population which had 
lately taken place within the diocefé 
of Chefter. This increafe, fince 
the year 1717, was fuch as ex 
ceeded all belief, and of irfelf con- 
ftituted a fufticient explanation of 
the alarming propofition {tated by 
the noble lord. If the numberof 
inhabitants in general had been fo 
confiderably increafed, it mutt be 
fuppofed, that the Roman Catholics 
had increafed in a proportionate de- 
gree ; and confequently, any argu- 
ments built sal partial increafe 
of the Roman Catholics within the 
diocefe of Chetier, unlefs accom 
panied with {lating in general the 
progrefs of population, mutt be 
founded in error. As to bringing 
in a bill for preventing the convert 
lion of pcrions to popery, aa 
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his opinion, was unneceflary, as the 
fevereit penalties were already de- 
nounced, by the law of the land, 
againit any man who fhould make 
fuch an attempt; it being even a 
capital offence in a father to con- 
{pire with a popifh prieft in pro- 
ducing fuch a converfion, With 
refpect tu the fchools, he was. of 
opinion, that the penalties againtt 
them were tufficiently fevere. No 
Roman Catholic was permitted to 
teach a proteftant child; and as for 
their teaching the children of per- 
fons of the fame perfuafion, he 
fhould never concur in depriving 
them of that liberty, as he confi- 
dered it to be totally inconfient 
with juitice, humanity, and per- 
haps policy, to impofe fuch a re- 
friction. Hefhould, however, make 
no objection to fuch a bill being 
brought in as that propofed by the 
noble lurd; though he would juit 
take the liberty of fuggefting, that 
atthe prefent period, when the re- 
lizious ferment which had been re- 
cently excited in the kingdom was 
hardly quieted, it might not, per- 
haps, be quite politic to revive the 
fubject, rie withed the noble lord, 
before he ventured to commit him- 
felt upon the fubject, to inform him- 
felf perfectly of the ftate of facts, 
left it fhould be found, that the 
very argument which he had ftated, 
might make againit his conclufion ; 
forit after numbering the Proteftant 
inhabitants, as well as the Roman 
Catholics, it fhould be found, that 
the increafe of the latter was not 
proportionably rapid with the for- 
mer, it would amount to a demon- 


tration, that the prefent penal {ta-’ 


tutes, though become a dead letter 
from the lenient temper of govern- 
ment, had effected the only purpofe 
tor which fuch laws could be pated, 
the preventing the growth of Poe 
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pery. He withed likewife to ace 
quaint the noble earl, that although 
he was far from defiring to fee 
thofe laws rigoroufly executed, be- 
caufe they were repugnant to the 
firit principles of humanity, and to 
the tolerant fpirit of the Proteftant 
church eftablifhed in this kingdom, 
be he was not prepared to fay, that 

e would affent to a total and indif- 
criminate repeal of them; for if 
penal ftatutes could be defended 
upon any ground, it mutt be that of 
preventing greater evils; and he 
believed that the penal ftatutes in 
quettion had in a great degree re- 
moved the evils they were intended 
to prevent ; but he could not yet 
fee the propriety of repealing them. 

Lord Ferrers rofe again, and 
replied, that he was as much averfe 
to making experiments, or from 
withing to periecute, as the right 
reverend prelate himfelf. He had 
only rifen to throw out a propo- 
fition to the houfe for its opinion, 
and particularly that of the right 
reverend bench, whofe advice and 
affiftance, upon a fubjeé&t of fo 
much importance, he made no doubt 
but he thould bg able to obtain. 
By what had now fallen from the 
learned prelate, he was given to 
underftand what the temper of that 
bench was; and upon that ground, 
more than from any perfuation or 
conviction brought home to his 
mind by what had been faid by his 
lordihip, he was willing to acquiefce 
in his fentiments. Befides this, 
fome other reafons now occurred to 
him, which induced’ him to change 
his intention of troubling their lord- 
fhips. It was, however, a fub- 
ject well worthy of their atten 
tion; and though he fhould not 
take any ‘ftep in it during the 
courfe of the prefent feffion, he had 
heard no objection ftarted = 

ue 











fuch a law, as that which he had 
ventured to fuggeit, which was fuf- 
ficient to prevent him trom — 
the affair up at fome more fit an 
convenient opportunity. 

A few days after, the bifhop of 
Chefter again addretied the houte on 
the fame fubject. He obferved, 
that fince their lait debate relative 
to the increafe of popery, he had 
made it his bufinefs to inquire more 
minutely into the facts, and was 
well pleafed to find all his former 
arguments much ftrengthened, and 
an a great degree confirmed, upon a 
full and comprehentive inveitigation 
wr the particular and total numbers. 
He then read feveral computations 
of the rapid increafe of buildings 
and inhabitants within certain parts 
and diftriéts of his diocefe, within 
certain periods, beginning early in 
the prefeat century, and fo up to 
the lateft accounts or returns be was 
able to procure, or which had ap- 
peared in printed books, In fome 
places the inhabitants had increafed 
a fourth, in others a third, in others 
@ half; and in others again the 
numbers had increafed four, five, 
fix fold, or more ; but he mentioned 
two in particular, which proved, 
beyond queftion, the rapid progrets 
that population had made in fome 

rts of the county of Lancafter. 

e was of Liverpool, which, in 
the year 1700, contained but 5000 
inhabitants; and, in 1770, con- 
tained 35,000, and a confiderable 
fraction. The other was of a quar- 
ter of the town of Manchetter, 
called Saltport, which contained 
only a few hundreds in the year 

271g, and by the laf return was 
found to contain 11,000 fouls. 
After mentioning many particulars 
of a fimilar nature, he informed their 
lordfhips, that he had taken much 
paing to collect the moit accurate 
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accounts, fome from printed 
and others from the clergy withiy 
his own diocefe ; and had been to 
lerably fuecefetul in his inquirigg 
relative to that part of it which wag 
called the Archdeaconry, where he 
found the inhabitants had, withig 
halt a sos at increafed 40,000, 
and from fuch other parts of his 
diocefe whence he had received re 
turns, but which did not include 
the whole, the remainder amounted 
to 15,000. As far, therefore, ag 
his inquiries had reached, he wag 
able to {peak with precifion, thag 
within the period he had dee 
feribed, the inhabitants were ine 
creafed 55,000; and, when the re 
mainder of the returns came in, he 
doubted not but they would be 
found to be many more. It had 
been flared by the noble earl, whe 
had originally introduced the 
fent fubject of debate into the houfe, 
that the Roman Catholics had in 
creafed, within the diocefe of 
Cheiler, to the amount of 2000, 
between the years 1767 and 1780 
lt, however, it was contidered, that 
this arofe from a yencrally ite 
creafed population, during that pe 
riod, within that diocefe, .a very 
contrary conclufion might be drawn 
from that of the noble lord; andit 
would in fact appear, that though 
the papifts bad increafed, they had 
not increafed in proportion to the 
proteftant inhabitants. Befides, tho” 
the Roman Catholic inhabitants had 
increafed in the diocefe of Chefter, 
he had it from Tuch authority as he 
could fafely depend on, that, within 
- period mentioned by the noble 
ord, the increafe of catholics 
throughout England was no more 
than 1500. He was of opinion 
therefore, that there was an actual 
decreafe of the people of that per 
fuafion throughout England, m@ 
proportios 
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rtion to the reft of the inha- 
ants, if the generally increafed 
population of the kingdom was 
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taken into account. 
Loid Ferrers replied, that he had 


taken his information from papers 


laid on the table of that houtc, and 


conte: 
any t 


of information laid before their lord- 


uently, 


if he had miftated 


ling, the error was not im- 
putable to him, but to the {pecies 


thips. He was, however, extremely 
glad to hear many things that had 
fallen from the right reverend pre- 
late; and he was perfectly fatisfied 
of the truth of what the learned 


bifhop had advanced, 


being now 


fully convinced, that the apprehen- 


fions of the increafing growth of 


Jopery, which he had exprefled on 
a former day, were in a great mea- 
fure groundlefs, or fo far unfounded, 
as to render fuch a meature, as that 
he withed to fubmit to the wifdom 
of the legiflature, unneceflary for 
the prefent. 

On the 2ift of the fame month, a 
motion being made, in the houfe of 
commons, for the commitment of 
the bill for excluding contractors 
from fitting in that houfe, except- 


ing when their contracts were 
Y difpofed of to the bett bi 


licl 


— 


der, 


a debate enfued, and the bill was 


frongly oppofed. 


It was urged 


againit it, that though this bill had 
received the approbation of a former 
houfe of commons, that circum- 
ftance could not preclude its being 


oppoled in the prefent. 


Many dit- 


rent motives might have actuated 
the members of the laf parliament, 
in the votes that they gave on the 
fubject of this bill, which did not 


now fubfitt, 
In the ardou 


or ought not to operate. 
r of reformation which 


was then prevalent, many important 
Propefitions were before the houfe, 


and the 
198, 





people were very urgent in 
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their complaints. It. might poffibly 
then have been judged right to em- 


brace the fmalleft innovation pro- 
pofed ; or, perhaps, it was a piece 
of delicacy, not to difmifs, in that 
houfe, a bill, by which its own in- 
dependency was profeffedly fup- 

orted, but to leave it to be rejefied 
in the other, But whether thele, or 
any other reafons, occafioned the 
concurrence of the lait houfe of 
commons it this meafure, the con- 
duct of one parliament ought not to 
govern any fucceeding one, It was 
an objection to the principle of the 
bill, that it prefuppofed a degree of 
corruption and delinquency in the 
government, as well as amongft 
individuals, which, without proper 
evidence, could not fairly be affirm- 
ed. It was abfurd to infer, from 
the corruption of a fingle contractor, 
that every man of the fame defcrip- 
tion was incapable of ferving his 
country with integrity. Why fhould 
government be precluded from in- 
trufting the bufinels of contracts to 
members of parliament, when per- 
haps among them might be found 
perfons the bett entitled to public 
confidence ? It fhould be confidered 
how effential it was, that this de- 
partment of office fhould be faith- 
fully difcharged. What great arid 
irretrievable mifchiels might refule 
from the incapacity or inability of 
a contractor In the contract for 
remittances, for inftance, and thofe 
for viétualling our fleets and armies, 
how eafily might negligence be the 
ruin of our forces! it was there- 
fore incumbent on the minifter, to 
give contracts only to gentlemen of 
undoubted refponhbility, wherever 
they were to be tound. It was alfo 
an objection to the bill, that it ex- 
cluded not only contractors them- 


felves from the houfe, but all thofe 


who were employed or interefted ta 
the 
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the contract. Now this claufe might 
by conftruttion render many gentle- 
men ineligible, whofe rights were 
not intended to be invaded, as moft 
men of landed property had coals, 
copper, or timber, on their eftates, 
all of which might be fold to con- 
tractors, and confequently involve 
the owner in the reftriction of this 
bill. 

It was alleged in fupport of the 
bill, that it was abfolutely necef- 
fary to reftrain the miniftry in the 
fialkihg of contracts, the extrava- 
gance and the corruption of their 
tranfactions in this particular having 
been long confidered as a great 

rievance, and a juft fubject of pub- 
ic complaint. Contracts were 
more dangerous means of influence 
than almoft any other in the hands 
of government. ‘They were at- 
tended with fuch great profit, that 
they were calculated to incfeafe the 
corruption of parliament im a very 
high degree. Nor could any con- 
tract be equitably made, when the 
fervice of the contractor in parlia- 
ment was underftood to be a part of 
the agreement A diffinétion ought 
certainly to be made between the 
fair and refpectable merchant, who 
made his contracts at a public bid- 
ding, and executed them in an open 
ro refponfible manner, and the 
man who made parliamentary in- 
tereft the ladder to preference, and 
who was protected in every pecu- 
lation for the fame cauie. It was 
very defirable that merchants fhould 
fit in that houfe, and they oueht 
to be confidered as amongit the mott 
refpectable members, when they 
cane there as independent men, and 
with the virtuous intention of guard- 
ing the commercial welfare of the 
kingdom. Butit could be no hard- 





fhip upon them to be told byan a&, 


that if they preferred 2 fecret to an 
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n contract, they mutt Zive wp 
their eligibility of fitting in thy 
houfe, ‘They knew the terms, agg 
it was a voluntary furrender of their 
right on their own part, not a Fic. 
lent disfranchifement by parla 
ment. As to its being fuppofed, 
that the members of that houfe wer 
to be prevented by the bill from 
felling to government the produce 
of their eftates, no fuch idea had 
ever been entertained : but if, 
member of that houfe went into the 
clofet of a firft lord of the treafury, 
and there made a fecret bargain, 
which he received three times the 
fum for his timber, his iron, or his 
copper, that it was worth, the bil 
interfered, and difcharged that 
member from his feat in that houfe, 
becaufe it was evident that he hal 
an intereft in maintaining the wa 
in which we were fo unfortunately 
engaged, and that his interefts and, 
thofe of his conftituents were difite 
ent. The bill was at length 
jected, upon a divition, by a mia 
rity of 120 to Loo. 

The fame day a motion was mate 
for the fecond reading of a bill 
brought in by Mr. Crewe, for re 
itraining reverue officers from votng 
at elections of members of the houk 
of commons. <A debate enfued # 
which it was urged, in oppofitionte 
the bill, that it was not juitifiablets 
that houfe to difquality a great 
of their conftituents, mercly 
they were ufetul and necefiary fet 
vants of the crown, and va 
members of fociety, It was am 
beral fentiment to believe, that® 
caufe they received 2 finail etm 
ment for their fervices, that ther 
fore they would proftitate @¢ 
franchifes, and give up there 
nion to the difpofal of others. 
innovations as that propofed by™ 
bill, were dangerous and nugs 
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and there was lirtle reafon to believe 
that it could anfwer any valuable 
purpofe: but it feemed to be the 
object of the modern tyftems of re- 
form to zive the right of voting to 
thofe who had it not, and to take it 
from thofe who had. 

It was mainraned, on the other 
fide, that the bill wouid eftablith a 
very juft and neceflary meature of 
reform, by which the freedom of 
election would in agreat meafure be 
reftoved. Nor could there be either 
cruelty or injuftice in taking from 
exciiemen their right of voting at 
elections. It was a disfranchile- 
ment only upon certain condiiions, 
and which conditions were fairly 
pointed out and fpecified. Jf the 
freeholder of any county, or the 
burgefs of any corporation, chote 
to accept the office of excifeman, 
under the condition of furrender- 
ing, while he held it, his franchite 
of voting, it was a matcer of election, 
and depended totally on himielt. If 
he confidered his franchife as fupe- 
nor in value to the office, he would 
reject the ome, and preferve the 
other. As it was a matter of choice, 
a mere condition annexed to a valu- 
able confideration, it could not be 
either unjuft or fevere. On the 
contrary, it would be a kindune(s 
to excifemen to take from them 
this painful franchife, in the exer- 
cile of which they were obliged 
to facrifice friendthip often, and 
opinion almoft always. In fome 
boroughs, in confequence of the 
overbearing influence of the crown, 
and its abfolute controul over ex- 
cife-officers, government had it in 
their power to appoint what gentle- 
Men they pleaied for members, 
without confulting the inclinations 
of the clectors, or even taking the 
decent trouble of informing them, 
Who it was that was meant to be im- 
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pofed upon them. By this means 
it frequently happened, that fo far 
trom giving a preference to the 
court candidate, trom their opinion 
of his abilities, his integrity, or his 
zeal ior their interefls, che voters 
knew not exen his perfon, and ne» 
ver heard his name till it was de- 
clared from the huftings. This was 
an evil of yreat magnitude, and 
oughtto be remedied. It advanced 
to an enormous weight of influence, 
and the difgraceful confequences of 
it brought obloguy on that houfe, 
as well as ruin cm the country, 
Notwithilanding the.e arguments in 
{upport of the bill, it was rejected, 
upon a divifion, by a majority of 
133 to 86. 

The day following a motion was 
made by Mr. Minchin, * Thar 
leave be given to bring in a bill for 
the betrer and more effectual making 
up and laying before parliament th¢ 
accounts of the fums expended for 
building, re-building, and repairs 
of iis Majeity’s ships of war, in his 
Majetly’s dock-yards, and other 
dock-yards in Great Britain.” This 
gave rife to aceb te, in which ya- 
rious obfervat.ons were thrown 
ou: relative tu the ftate of the navy, 
It was remarked, that the greatnefs, 
commerce, and trade of this coun- 
try, entwrely depended upon her 
nivy, noteven fuch a navy as could 
defend her cuatts, or fuch as might 
ftand acomparifon with avy foreign 
power, but a marine force fuperior 
to that of the whole houfe of Bour- 
bon. When the naval fuperiority 
of this country came to be ferioufly 
di/pured with us, it was time to look 
about, and to be alarmed, and to 
make the moft vigorous and {pirited 
exertions in order toturn the bajance 
in our favour, But the faét was, 
thar the navy of Great Britain had 
been fhamefully neglected, and was 
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now fo mutilated and deprefféd, that 
the fovereiynty of the ocean was 
loft and overthrown, without a ftrug- 
, and even without ftriking a 
low. It was, therefore, the Suty 
of parliament to examine into the 
ftate of ‘the navy; it was the 
bufinefs of that houfe to inquire 
into the expenditure of the money, 
which they granted for the navy 
with fo liberat'a hand, and to de- 
mand a diftiné&t aud fatisfactory ac- 
count of its application. During 
the late peace, for a feries of years, 
the building of fhips, re-building, 
&c. had never exceeded 400,000). ; 
but for féveral years patt they 
amounted to upwards of 600,000. 
In the former period we had built 
five fhips of war at an average an- 
nuatly, and in the prefent period of 
tar not more than three fhips, 
though our navy debt was upwards 
of ten millions. The reafon was 
evident. Sams of money had been 
granted, year after yedr, for the 
purpofe of building and repairing 
the thips of war, and eftimates were 
given into the houle, on which the 
money was granted ; but there were 
no checks, no vouchers of the ap. 
lication of that money, and par- 
fiament did not know that it was 
employed as dire&ed. No accounts 
whatever were laid before the houfe, 
to fhew that the’ money had been 
fairly arid fully expended in the fer- 
vice for which it was voted; but, 
on the contrary, there were circum. 
ftances of proof, on the annual 
eflimates, that the money was not 
applied, that the commiffioners of 
the admiralty did not keep their 
promife with the public, and that 
fhips remained from year to year un- 
finithed, for which great fums were 
granted, and of which go account 
whatever was given, Few yentle- 
men had any exact idea of the enor- 






mous expences of tht navy; by 
the fact was, that nearly 30,0001, g 
day was expended upon the nary, 
though it was at prefent in a ite 
much infertor to what might jufiy’ 

Bt | thly 
be expected. 

It was contended, on the part of 
adminittration, that the navy had 
not been neglected; that all the 
¢ock-yards were filled with vat 
quantities of naval itores, and that 
the number of our fhipwrights had 
beenconfiderably increated ; but that 
diffenfions, and a {pirit of mutiny 
among the workmen, had greatly 
impeded our naval equipments, 
With refpeét to the complaint, that 
the naval eftimates of one year did 
not agree with the accounts of the 
fucceeding year, if this was anevil, 
it was an evil that could not be pre 
vented. The eftimates only related 
to the probable expenditures, and 
thofe which became neceffary muf 
by athoufand caufes be often widely 

ifferent ; nor could it be the inten 
tion of parliament, that every fum 
granted fhould be _ invariably 
applied to the fpecific purpofe for 
which it was demanded. If fums 
of money had been allowed by that 
houfe, under the defcription of is 
being wanted to forward the buik 
ing of any particular fhip, and ur 
avoidable circumftances prevented 
that building being carried on, there 
could be no impropriety in approp 
ating that money to ufes more MM 
mediately neceflary for the fervis 
of the ftate, fuch as repairing 
fhips, which enabled government ® 
fend out a naval force more f 
than if they were toemploy men 
new bottoms. The fact was, thi 
when any preffing fervice arole 
devly, the attention of the doct- 
yards were turned from thei 
lar work to that particular duty 
and, in that cafe, the fums 
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for other purpofes were applied to 
the particular neceflity, parlia- 
ment was reforted to again for 
another provifion for the fubject of 
the former eftimate. Mr. Min- 
chin’s motion was at length re- 
jected, upon a divifion, by a ma- 
jority of 3147 tO 45> 
On the sth ° . fame month, 
a motion was made by fir George 
Saville, “ Thata fclect committee 
fhould be appointed to inquire into 
the circumttances of the laft loan, to 
make an eflimate of its terms, and 
report the fame to the houfe.” In 
the fpeech by which he introduced 
this motion, he obferved, that though 
it was too late to prevent or alter 
the bargain made by the minifter 
under all its improvident and cor- 
rupt extravagance, yet it was not 
too late to cenfure the minitter for 
making that bargain, nor even to 
impeach and punith him ; by which 
at leaft this good confequence would 
arife, that future minifters would 
be taught not to {port with the pub- 
lic ina matter of fo ferious a nature, 
and not to entertain the prefump- 
tuous idea, that parliament would 
not affert the right and authority 
which it poffefled, to check or 
controul him in the bargains which 
he made. To fay that becaufe the 
bargain was made, and the bufinefs 
finally concluded, the houfe ought 
not, or could not, inquire into and 
cenfure that tranfaction, would be a 
doctrine, which, he trufied, no 
man would venture to advance. It 
would be a doctrine pregnant with 
the moft unconflitutional fpirit,. and 
alarming confequences. The con- 
ftitution had vetted minifters with 
very ample powers, but it alfo 
velted that houfe- with a full and 
complete right to inquire how thofe 
powers had been exercifed, and con- 
fequently a retrofpect into the con- 
guct of minifters was the conftituti- 
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onal appendage of parliament. If 
it were once wrefted trom it, it were 
better that the government fhoyld 
afflume openly the form of deff 
tifm, than that it fhould be carried 
on and maintained by defpotifm 
under the appearance of freedom. 
If this inherent and neceflary right 
were taken from the parliament, the 
conttitution would be cut up by the 
roots ; and the people would. be 
more completcly duped, cheated, 
and abuted, with this thew and 
mockery of parliament, than if the 
conititution were totally overthrown, 
and they were dependent on the 
mere will of a king or of a minif- 
ter. As to the loan, of which he 
complained, the terms of it were fo 
unaccountably extravagant, that at 
the firit view they furnished a fuffi- 
cient caufe for drawing the attention 
of the houfe, and exciting them to 
avery minute and wer f exami- 
nation, If not lefs than between 
eight and nine hundred thoufand 
pounds were loft to the public in 
the fir year by the extravagance 
of that loan, it was a fuflicient rea- 
fon for enquiry and as fufh- 
cient a reafon for cenfure. The 
garblings which had been ufed 
in the diftribution of the loan, 
and the injuitice with which 
it had been divided, were alfo 
facts in the knowledge of the 
houfe : for from the face of the 
lift which lay upon the table, it ap- 
peared, that great and immenfe 
iums were in the names of perions 
who could have no title to them 
from refponfibility, or from having 
fubfcribed to former loans. It was 
manifeft, that the clerks of the 
bankers had fams which could only 
be held for other people, and. that 
they were in faét held in this man- 
ner for members of parliament, 
who were afhamed themfelveg of 
avowing what they had the 
I 3 ‘ _ meannefs 
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mednniefs to aét. On the other fide 
it was feen, that the moft opulent 
and réfpectable names in the city, 
the mén who had conftantly fu 


feribed, and fometimes fuffered by 


fufmer loans, had been altogether 
rejeéted, or had been treated with 
fuch injuftice, that the moft criminal 

artiality was difcoverable on the 

e of it. his then afforded new 
grounds for inquiry, and efpecially 
as it was but too plain, that all the 
injuftice, and all the partiality, and 
all the extravagance Sad been com- 
mitted for the purpofe of corrupt- 
ng parliament, and adding to the 
influence of the minifter. The 
members of that houfe were fyf- 
petted to have participated in the 
benefits of the loan, to the injury of 
their conftituents, whofe property 
they were appointed to guard and 
— Ir, therefore, became the 

oufe, by a full and free inquiry 
into this bufinefs, to refcue their 
charaéters from fo ignominious an 
imputation, as that of profiting by 
a bargain, fanctified by their con- 
currence, but which defrauded and 
impoverifhed their conftituents. 
Sir George's motion was feconded 
by Mr. Bynz, who ftated a variety 
of faéts and particulars tending to 
prove, that the loan had been dif- 
tributed in a very partial manner, 
and that it was made ufe of for the 
purpofes of a corrupt influence in 
that houfe. 

The motion was oppofed by lord 
Nugent, who declared it to be, in 
his opinion, highly improper, dan- 
gerous, and unneceffary. It was 
no matter of public concern, who 
the perfons were that had fubfcribed 
to the loan, provided the fubfcrip. 
tions were all paid in regularly at 
the ftated times of payment. 
Much regard ought to be had by 
that houfe to the neceifities of the 
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ublic, In all inquiries of tf, 
ind, they hy ever to be guided 
in the exercife of their power 
their difcretion. There were time 
in which it would not be fafe in the 
Koufe of commons, to perfecute the 
minifter for the birgains which he 
made, as there might be more lof 
by calling the tranfaction to ae. 
count, than there was by the occa. 
fional, and perhaps the unavoidable 
extravagance of the bargain. This 
had always been the wifdom of the 
houfe, and he trufted that it ever 
would be fo. ‘t was urged, that 
there was a vifible partiality in the 
diftribution of the loan. But was 
that a novelty ? It was, and it ever 
would be the cafe, «that miniftets 
would do more for their friends than 
for their enemics. Minifters had 
done it in former adminiftrations; 
they hid done it now; and they 
would continue fo to do to the end 
of time. It was alfo mentioned % 
a fubje& of complaint, that met 
bers of pirliament fhould fubferibe 
to the loan. This was a very dit- 
ferent language from that held by 
oppofition in former days. The 
complaint then was, that the mem- 
bers in oppofition did not get # 
great a fhare of the loan, as thofe 
in the adminiftration ; that thof 
who voted againft the court had 
ferip given to them with a very 
fparing hand, while it was dealt 
out plentifully to thofe who fup- 
ae the meafures of government. 
{ was quite a new doctrine, that 
members of parliament ought not to 
fubfcribe to the public loans; of 
that it was inconfitent with the 
duty which they owed to their con 
ftituents. Upon the whole, his 
lordfhip declared, that he entirely 
difapproved of the motion. It 
lead to no good, and it might do 
much injury. The things com 
2d ” plained 
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plained of by tht honourable ba- 
gonet, with whom the motion ori- 
inated, were not the errors and 
the faults of loans that required cor- 
rection. The chief fault was in 
vently giving fums to perions 
are wenn > to make good their 
yments. This, he contefled, de- 
ferved attention. 

The motion was alfo oppofed by 
Mr. Adam, who complained heavily 
of the afperfions that were frequently 
thrown out, and which he faid were 
very illiberal, againit thofe gentle 
men who fupported the meafures of 

overnment, as if they were led to 
do this merely from corrupt mo- 
tives ; and he particularly exprefled 
his indignation, that fuch calumnies 
fhould be advanced even in protetts 
entered in the journals of the houfe 
of peers. There was no difgrace, 
he faid, in participating in the ho- 
nours, rewards, and emoluments of 
government, or in fupporting the 
meafures of government, after thofe 
rewards were received, fo long as 
thofe meafures appeared to be cal- 
culated to ferve the country. The 
fair and honourable emoluments of 
government were no improper fe- 
ducers of the human mind. Before 
ew talked fo loudly of mem- 

rs of parliament having been 
bribed, by the profitable terms of 
the loan, to agree to it when pro- 
pofed in the houfe, it became them 
to recollect, that thofe terms were 
not made by members of parliament, 
but by the monied men of the city, 
the directors of the Bank, the India 
houfe, and other great companies. 
In judging of the terms of the bar- 
gain, whether they were profitable, 
or whether they were difadvanta- 
geous, 1t was neceflary to look back 
to the time, to the circumfances, 
and to the profpect of affairs when 
that bargain was made. He averred, 
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that the minifler had made the beft 
terms he could, in the fituation in 
which he ftood. The price of the 
flocks at the time when the loan 
was in agitation, their price fince, 
the ftate of aflairs, all contributed 
to prove, that the minifier had it 
not in his power to make better 
terms for the public. Ags to the 
partiality with which the minifter 
was accufed, in the diftribution of 
the hares of the loan, it might pro- 
duce very pernicious confequences 
to call upon the noble lord to affign 
his reafons for having given more to 
one houfe than to another; and the 
credit of many houfes would be 
fhaken, if, in his own vindication, 
the minifter fhould fay, that he had 
given to every banker who had ap- 
plied juft as much as he thought 
the houfe would be able to pay. 
This might be the ruin of feveral 
families ; and as the committees that 
the honourable baronet had moved 
for, might give a deadly blow to 
national credit, he fhould give his 
negative to the motion with more 
fatisfaction than he ever felt before. 
This he fhould do for many reafons, 
but principally becaufe to inquire 
into private charaéters would be an 
inguilitorial tyranny ; and oppreffion 
to individuals was injurious to the 
public. 

Mr. Thomas Townfhend ridi- 
culed the complaint made by Mr. 
Adam, that illiberal afperfions were 
thrown out againft the members of 
that houfe who fupported the mea- 
fures of government, It was, it 
feemed, an illiberal a’perfion upon 
charaéter, to fay, that places or 
penfions, douceurs or contracts, were 
among the corrupt feducers of the 
human heart. To be fure, it would 
be highly illiberal to fufpeét, that a 
member of parliament fhould be fe- 
duced by the good things of this 












































life | It would be an afperfion of the 
inftifiable nature! What! a 

mott unjattifiab! at 
member of parliament! the dignity 
of whofe fituation, and the ob iga- 
tions of whole trult, ought to raife 
him to an elevation of rank among 
his {pecies, fuperior to qll the little 
frailties and pathons of the heart, to 
fufpect him of dependence and fer- 
vility, would be a libel on the hu- 
man race! And yet the conduct of 
the honourable gentleman himéfelf, 
who was fo much hurt by fuch af- 
rfions, might, perhaps afford 
mae kind of evidence, that At was 
poflible for a member of parliament 
to change his opinions, or at leaft 
to alter his magner of voting, from 
a prudent confideration of bis owo 
jntercft, The conduét of that gene 
tleman had been marked, on his firit 
appeararfce in the houfe, and for 
fome time after, by an acrimonious 
oppofition to the meatures of the 
minifter. He was now as much 
diflinguifhed by a general and in- 
difcriminate approbation of what. 
ever the minifler thought proper to 
adopt. ‘This was a conduct which 
naturally gaye rife to fpeculation, 
and to animadverfion. When it 
was obferved, that fuch a gentle- 
man abandoned, in a critical mo- 
ment, without even the formality of 
a reafon, the friends and the prin- 
ciples which he had maintained, 
and that he became one of the moft 
zealous and active partizans of that 
government which he had _previ- 
outly reprobated ; when it was ob- 
ferved, that he placed himfelf im- 
mediately behind the treafury bench, 
whifpered the minifter, and became 
his avowed champion ; and when it 
was alfo feen, that the zeal and ac- 
tivity of this new convert were re- 


warded with a profitable place under 
the government; under fuch cir- 


gumnilanees, people could not avoid 
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fufpecting, that there was fomer 
like influence in a thoufand, of 
twelve hundred pounds a year ; ang 
that it was corruption, and ‘pop 
principle, that had. converted the 
enemy into the friend of the mini 
fter. Such fufpicions might be em 
tertained without any great de 
of illiberality, and without any 
great degree of injuftice. 

As to what had been urged on 
behalf of the minifter with refpeg 
to the late loan, and to the partis. 
lity of its diftribution, that fe 
only aéted as former minitters had 
done, this affertion, Mr. Townthend 
faid, was not founded upon fa, 
The minifters of former periods. 
were not fo prodigal or watteful, as 
to make corrupt loans for the pur 
pofe of increafing their power, by 
diftributing it, when aie among 
their friends and dependants. For 
mer minifters negociated loans, and 
made their bargains upon fuck 
terms, that they received a favour, 
not conferred a benefit, when t 
parted with the fubfcription ; and 
there was another leading feature in 
the loans and fubfcriptions of for 
mer times, that when the monitd 
men had no profpect of private and 
perfonal intereht to ferve, 
yave government effectual fupport, 
upon the moft laudable and honout 
able motives, ‘They fupported them, 
becaufe they knew they were the 
able and willing’ friends of their 
country ; that they were capable 
and honett; that they wen 
porting meafures, not men, 
confidence of the monied men of 
thofe days was founded in expe 
rience ; for they were convi 
that while they fupported fach 
men, and fuch meafures, they 
were ultimately promoting thet 
own intereft, which was involved, 
in common with the reft of thet 
| fetlow: 
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fellow-fubjects, in fupporting the 
te. 
vith refpect to the objection made 
tothe motion, that it would be cruel 
to fcrutinize into people’s characters, 
or to weigh one man’s credit, pro- 
rty, or confequence, againit an- 
other’s, Idr. ‘Townthend obferved, 
that no man would be farther than 
himfelf from making invidious di- 
ftinctions, or inquiries into people's 
private circumftances, particu arly 
perfons engaged in trading and mer- 
cantile connections ; yet, fuppofing 
that the motion should pafs in its 
prefent form, means might be de- 
vifed, either by giving an inftruc- 
tion to the committee, or when in 
it, to reftrain any idle, improper 
inquiries, originating in mere f{pleen 
or curiofity. Jt furely could not be 
an injury, or give an alarm to cre- 
dit to inquire into the exiftence of 
men; and fuch an inquiry was abfo- 
lutely neceflary ; there were 
many names on the liit of fub- 
fcribers to the loan fo obfcure, that 
even their exiftence was doubtful. 
If the inquiry propafed by the mo- 
tion was entered into, evidence 
would be produced to the houfe, 
that large sm of the loan were di- 
{tributed to nominal perfons for the 
fecret ufe of others; to bankrupts’; 
and even to men who were aétuall 
to be found on lord Mansfield’s litt 
of perfons who had furrendered in- 
to the cuftody of the marfhal of the 
King’s Bench prifon. 

Lord North laboured to juttify 
his condué in the bufinefs of the 
loan. He acknowledged, that, from 
fundry circumftances, the bargain 
had proved rather difadvantageous 
to the public, for which he ex- 
pretied his forrow, but declared, 
that it was no fault of his that it 
had been fo. The bargain which 
he had made for the public could 
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not be a fecret one, becaufe every 
ee which paffed between the 
treafury board, and thofe who were 
confulted as to the terms of the 
loan, paffed in the prefence of at 
leaft thirty perfons. It was the 
price of ftocks at the time, which 
rendered the bargain difadvantage- 
ous to the public. As to the par- 
tiality which was urged to have ex- 
ifted in the diftribution, his lordthip 
faid, that he could not undertake to 
make fuch a diftribution as was 
likely to pleafe all. The fubfcrip- 
tion was divided among eleven hun- 
dred perfons, many of them known, 
and feveral recommended. No per- 
fon whatever, to his Baird, Ct, 
had been rejected on account of his 
avowed or fafpested principles. 

reference, it was fuppottd, might 
be iven, but he knew of none, 
farther than where the parties were 
known to be men of property, or 
where they had a fair claim to at- 
tention. As to its being faid, that 
the names of fome of the fubfcribers 
had been concealed, he believed 
this circumftance had been fanctioned 
by cuftom: as long as he could re- 
collect any thing of loans, it had 
been invariably the cafe. In his 
apprehenfion, it made very little 
difference, and no induftry or cau- 
tion could prevent it, if gentlemen 
chofe to conceal their names. They 
might come in under another name, 
or for a part of another perfon’s 
fubfeription, and at all events there 
was a ritk attending managements 
of this kind, for which the often- 
fible fubfcriber was always refpon- 
fible. On the whole, his lordthip 
faid, that, in the management of 
the loan, he had no intention of 
promoting his own va pres intereft, 
neither had he aéted in any way, 
direétly or indireétly, which could 
afford a juft caufe for fuppofing me 
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he had made a corrupt bargain, had not fo totally forgotten thei 
with a view to promote the increafe duty to themfelves, and their ggg, 
of influence, in order to fupport ftituents, as to fcreen him. fy had 
his own power. been pretended, that the pr 
Sir Fietcher Norton now rofe, inquiry was improper; but he dig 
and obferved, that the pre‘ent was not fee upon what fubjeé the houf 
a great and moft important queftion. could more fitly exercife that} 
It was a motion for an inguiry into fitorial power, which was vet 
a fuppofed crime of a public na- it by the conftiturion, than the 
ture; a crime, which, if proved, fent. Whe members of that houfe 
would appear to be aggravated in all were entrufted by their conftituents 
its circumftances. It was no lefs to grant their money, and to fei? 
than a direct accufation againft the faithfully applied. It was not ther. 
minifter, of a breach of truit in the fore a matter of choice, but of ab. 
execution of his office, with the folute duty, unlefs they violated 
faithful difcharge of which he had the truft repofed in them, to fe 
been entrufted by his fovereign and that the minifter did not improvi- 
his country. He was charged with dently fquander away the money of 
having mace a corrupt bargain for the people. The tranfadtion, w 
the public, in order to make a {till make the beft of it, was a foul and 
more corrupt diftribution of it. It dark tranfaction ; and he was ata 
was a very criminal acculation ; but lofs to know how any-man, whore 
the noble lord and his friends feemed fufed to go into the propofed in- 
to fly from the inquiry: he could quiry, could dare to meet his con- 
not fay, that this was a proofof his ftituents ; becaufe, whether blame. 
guilt; but chis he muft fay, thatic able or not himfelf, he mutt be 
was a {trong prefumption of it; for deemed a partaker in the guilt. He: 
what other reafon could there be for * concluded with conjuring the noble 
ftifling and fupprefling inquiry? lord, ayainftewvhom the accufation 
He had, in a long courfe of atten- was brought, to meet it like a man, 
dance in that houfe, often heard his and not meanly fly from it, under 
lordihip accufed of mifconduct; he the proteétion of a majority, who 
had alfo often heard his lordfhip fet would be juttly fufpected of bei 
his accufers at defiance, call for partakers in the guilt. His 
their proofs, and challenge an in- flip had often defied and chal 
quiry into his general and particular his acevfers. If the prefent motion 
conduct. But when a fpecific charge fhould be agreed to, they and he 
was brought againft him, and ava- would be at iffte; and if he de 
tiety of tacts urged, and evidence clined the conteft, the united vowe 
offered to be prodaced in fupport of of mankind would pronounce him 
the charge, the noble lord thrunk guilty. 
from the inquiry, and endeavoured = Towards the clofe of this debate, 
to evade any inveftigation of his a number of members, who duri 
conduct. It was for the honourof the greateft part of the debate 
that houfe to profecute the inquiry: been in the coffce-rooms adjacent, 
it was for the noble lord’s own ho- now crowded in, and called tor the 
nour, to meet the inquiry like a queftion with great vociferation 
man, if he was innocent; and if he Upon which the fpeaker, with 4 
was guilty, he trufted the houfe proper fpirit, and impreffed with 't 
I : 


: 
be 


0 tll 


7 3 
Ss 
ey 
7 
> 
... 
. 
j 
Fg 
*. 
: 








eS SS. i..lCO r-—.lCc re _—_—s—h—C(<“iS 


heir 
on. 
had 
fed 
did 
ufe 
* 
in 
re 
ufe 
nts 
it 
It: 
b- 
“d 
ee 
ri. 
ot 
to 
nd 
4 
rt: 
o- 
h- 
et. 
" 
le ; 
le 
D 
, 
t 
0 
d 
n 
: 
: 
1] 


FOREIGN 


jot fenfe of the duties of his of- 
fice, immediately rofe, and called 
them to order. In a fenfible and 

inted fpeech, he feverely repre- 
Pended the cuitlom. There were, 
he faid, a regular and uniform fet 
of gentlemen, of a particular de- 
feription, who’ did not think it at 
all neceffary to attend to any part of 
the debare, in order to receive in- 
formation, or judge where the me- 
rits of a queftion lay, that they 
might decide with decency, or vote 
with conviction ; but they went to 
the coffee-houfes, and there {pent 
the whole day, and came in towards 
the conclufion of the debate, and 
with the utmoft diforder and inci- 
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vility called for the queftion, and 

ut a haity ftop to the calm deli- 

rations of fuch members as acted 
up to their duty, in attending feri- 
outly to the bufinefs of the houfe. 
He hoped, that as it was a practice 
fo derogatory to the honour and the 
dignity of parliament, and fo in- 
couliftent with the gravity of a 
houfe of reprefentatives, that he 
fhould not have occafion again to 
take notice and complain of the in- 
decency. Several other gentlemen 
fpoke in this debate, on both fides 
of the queftion; but fir George 
Suville’s motion was rejected, upon 
wg by a majority of 209 to 
163. 
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Pp. XI. 


Debate in the Houfe of Peers on the. Commutation of Tythes, occafioned by the 


Iimington Inclojure Bill. 


Refolutions on that Subjedt moved by Earl 


Bathurji. Debate, in the Houfe of Commons, on prefeuting a Petition 


from the Delegates of the feveral affociated Conaties. 
Mr. Penton, for better preventing Defertions in the Navy. 


je fe d. « 


Bill, which was brought into 

parliament this feflon, for 
inclofing common and wafte lands in 
the parith of Ilmingron, in War- 
wicklhire, gave rife to a debate in 
the houfe ot peers, on the 30th day 
ot March, of confiderable impor- 
tance to the interefts of the clergy. 
The order of the day being read, 
for receiving the report of the bill, 
the bifhop of St. David’s rofe, and 
acquainted the houfe, that as the 
mode of commuting tythes for lands, 
in bills of inclofure, had long ap- 
peared to him to be very improper 
onmany accounts, andas this mode 
Was adopted in tlre bill now under 





Bill brought in by 
The Bill re- 


confideration, he had propofed in 
the committee to amend the bill, 
by leaving out all the claufes in 
which land is given to the rector, by 
way of compenfation for his tythes ; 
but the amendment not being agreed 
to, he fhould now move the houfe, 
that the bill be re-committed. His 
lordfhip obferved, that the rights of 
the church in general, and of the 
parochial clergy in particular, were 
involved in this queftion; and he 
was therefore certain, that he had 
no occafion for making any apology 
for the trouble he was about to give 
the houfe. He ftated, that tythes 


were the conititutional een 
o 
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of ecclefiattical perfons in this coun- 
try, and that'the law for compelling 
the payment of them was of at leatt 
a thoulfand years ftanding. The 
doctrine in Weftminiter-hall, and in 
all our ltaw-books, was, thar all 
lands aie tytheable u ¢ COMMUNI ; 
andin compliance with this notion, 
and agreeably to this maxim ot law, 
when inclofures were firit’ made, 
incumbents were always permitted 
to take the tythes of the lands in- 
clofed, in the fame manner as when 
open. !t had been the uninter- 
rupted cuttom, tll very lately, to 
have inclofed lands fubject to the 
paymentof tyrhes in hind; nor was 
the contrary innovation of more 
than thirty vears ttanding. 

His lord ip proceeded to remark, 
that the practice of commuting 
tvthes for lands had a tendency to 
bring Jarnd into mortmain; which 
was one reafon among m iny why 
our anccilors thought tythes the bett 
t mainrenance of eccle- 
Commuting tythes 


4s 
Pe) 


and properett 
fiaitical per/ons. 
for lands was alfo improper, as rend- 
ing torender our clergy more fecular: 
it would canie them torbe employed 
in country buanefs from one end of 


the year tothe 
rus 
they would be 


other ; and being 
immerfed in worldly affairs, 
taken off trom the 


fairhtul difchiree of the duties of 


ther facred function; and thouch 
they mic! themfelves from 
this trouble by letting their lands, 
yet, conidering the feanty incomes 
of many of the parochial clerev, 
they would be induced to occupy 
thefe a'lotments themfelves, with a 
view to make a betrer provifion tor 
their femibies. A compenfatien in 
i 
land would lhewile open a door to 
fraud. Parthhes of any confiderable 
extent contitted partly” of old enclo- 


we free 


fures, and part!y of common fields ; 


, 


aud when thefe lait were inclofed, 


A N D 


and exempted from the Payment of 
tythes, it was ufual jor the Occupier, 
to threaten the incumbents to plough 
up the new enclofures only, which 
were now become tythe-tree, and to 
keep the old enclofures jn grafs, 
they being fubject to tythe, unleg 
the incumbents would content to le 
the occupiers have their cora-tythes 
in the old enclofures ata very joy 
price. "This was a very obvious 
piece of craft, and was practiled 
every day tothe great detriment of 
the parochial clergy. Another ob. 
jection to the practice of giving 
lands in heu of tythes was, that i 
often tempted the incumbent to 
collude with the patron.  Patrogs 
were trequentiy lords of the manor, 
and, as fuch, were commonly the 
principal proprietors of the land, 
This being the cafe, the patron 
torms a deiign of incloting the parith, 
and communicates it to the incum- 
bent, who readily confents, and 
only afks, that care may be takea, 
that the allotment to be made in hiea 
of his rythes may be cqual in valve 
tothem. The patron promiles tw 
take care of this, andto free them 
cumbent from all apprehentions, 
engages to farm the allotment of 
him at as high arent as he ever made 
of the tythes inthe beft times. The 
inclofure takes place, and the patron 
hires the allotment of the incu 
bent on the fair terns he propoied. 
In a tew vears the incumbent dies, 
or is removed : a new incumbent 
fucceeds, who propofes to let the 
allotment at the fame price his pre- 
decefior had done, but finds that be 
cannot get fo much by halt, and 
finds alfo that it 1s really worth po 
more. 

Tythes had been confidered b 
many, his lord{hip farther remarkes 
as avery iMproper maintenance tot 
the chkrgy, bectuig they were v 
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to produce difputes, and to breed 
much ill-will between a pattor and 
his flock ; and it was theretore 
thought, that an allotment in land 
would be much more detireable. 
But he profeffed wae ‘It tobe of a 
contrary opinion He obierved, 
that the incumbent always aiked ; 
reafonable o ice tor his tythes, hes 
caufe he always atked lef than an 
impro »priator did, in all cates under 
the fame circumilances : and IT it 
fometimes happe i thar a fui 
was intlituted by the incumbent tor 
the recovery ot bis dues, it gene- 
ally proved a the end, that the 
occupiers were » blame, fince out 
of even hundred tvthe caules which 
had been tried at Wettm'nfter-hall, 
{ix hundred and fixty were deter- 
mined in favour of the incumbents ; 
and theretore | appeared to be par- 
ticularly hard, that a remedy which 
; fo detrimental to the real inter- 
ia and rights of the parochial 
clergy fhould be made ule of, ona 
pretence of eftablifhing peace, when 
the tact was, that the peace and 
a parith had hardly, inany 
ne initance, been interrupted by 
he incumbents vals Ives. Ty thes, 
ts lordthip faid, in the hands of : 
and judicious dashes, 
- ad of brecdi ing quarrels, he was 
erfuaded, micht, and often had, 
proved the aed bond of union 
id triendfhip between the pattor 
and his flock. Such a man would 
always confine his demands within 
the bounds of moderation, and 
would fhew his parifhioners how 
kindly he treated the m, by compar- 
ing his demands with thofe which 
their neighbours were proud to fub- 
mit to, who happened to live in a 
parith where the tythes were in the 
hands of an impropriator ; and by 
means ot thefe apenas en 
and a little yielding on each fide, 
Wag ealy to conccive what ne de 
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efteem and recard might be thus 
railed between the incumbent and 
his parifhioners. But when = the 
tythes were taken away, this cement 
was broken; thefe opportunities of 
communication were at anend ; and 
as the parifhioners were indepe adens 
ot their minifter, fo the miniiler 
wis indep ndent of them. They 
would certainly foon forget the re- 
lation Shi -y ftood into him; and he 
would, yy rh: ips, too toon torget the 
relation he ttood in to them : and 
inftead of being an adviler or coun- 
tellor, and atnend, he would fink 
into the common ma{s of farmers, 
and be as little refpected and regard- 
edas the meaneit among them. 
The bilhop of Peterb rough, in 
reply, faid, that he could not help 
diiering trom his reverend and 
learned "friend, is far as his argu- 
ments lad gonet to the great queftion, 
whether the maintenance of the 
clergy ought tobe confined torythes, 
or wh ether a commutation tor tythes 
Ought not, in as many cafes as pol- 
fible, to be countenanced by the 
legitiature. A compenfation for 
tythes j in land did not lay any obli- 
gation upon the clergyman to cv lti- 
vate that land himifel: ; and fuch a 
compenfation he thought the bef 
method of fupporting the clergy. 
There was no obligation upon a 
clergym: in, any more than upon any 
other perfon, that becaufe he p< flefi- 
ed a landed ettate tor lite, he there- 
tore was obliged to keep it in his own 
hands, items i or cultivate it. It 
was entirely optional : whereas it 
he took his tythe in kind, he was 
obliged to collect it at 1 imall trou- 
ble, and often with great vexation ; 
and as he could not confume any 
confiderable part of it, he necel- 
farily fent the reft to market, or 
fold it at his own houfe. Here he 
acted in the capacity of a farmer, 


as tothe fale; and confidering all 
circum- 
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circumftances, he doubted much 
whether the toil, labour, and anxi- 
ety, were lefs in one way than in the 
other. By having a compenfation 
for rythes in land, he avoided many 
inconvenicncics, and efpecially that 
contention with his parifhioncrs on 
the fubject of tythes, which was a 
great impediment to the proper dif- 
charge of the duties of his function : 
for no degree of picty, no advantages 
of wifdom, or eloquence, could 
make the preaching of any clergy- 
man cflectual,it the hearts of his con- 
gregation were alienated trom him. 

His lordthip proceeded to obferve, 
that by the (uperilitions and arts ot 
the regular clergy im the tinies ot 
Popith ignorance, the fecular clergy 
had been robbed or defrauded ot 
their rights ; and the injury done 
to the tecular clergy in thoie times 
was afterwards confirmea by Henry 
VIII. That prince put an end to 
the exiftence ot the regular clergy, 
but perpetuated the injuttice ; tor, 
mitead of rendering back to the 
church what had been unjulily taken 
away by monkith fraud, he created 
lay improprations, the pofleflors 
of which retain the property ori- 
ginally intended forthe maintenance 
of the fecular or parochial clergy. 
This produced a hind of mixed pro- 
perty, which was now dittincunhed 
by the appellations of rectorial and 
vicarial ; that is to fay, the lay im- 
propriator, who ttood in the thoes 
ot the regular Popith clergy, fre- 
quently held the great tvthes ; while 
the vicar, to whom was committed 
the cure of fouls, received only the 
imall ones. ‘lhe bill now betore 
the houte, and every other bill of a 
fimilar pature, would in fome mea- 
fure remedy that detect, and would 
make a certain provifion for the 
vicar; Whereas if the vicar had, 
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for inflance, the tythe of corn, the 
corn-land mght be thrown ‘'n 
grafs, ta which he could have ro 
claim ; or, wice verfiy grals land 
might be broken up, and throw, 
into corn, to the excluiave benefit 
of the lay-impropristor, and to the 
injury, Or, in fome inflances, even 
ruin of the vicar. This was, jp 
its prefent thape, a mutt grievous 
evil, and, belides all the other mor. 
tifications the vicar fufered, left 
him at the mercy of his porithion. 
ers: tor he was perfuaded, that, in 
many cafes, it the parith thought 
fit tocontedcrate againit their pattor, 
they might eatily deprive him of the 
means of fubliltence, according to 
local and other circumftances. Qn 
the contrary, by fetting out his 
portion in land, his income would 
be better fecured ; he might let or 
occupy as he thought fit or conve. 
nient; and his having no call or 
demand on his parifhioners, would 
sive that fort of independence, 
which would enable him to dif 
charge bis duty as a clergyman ia 
a proper manner. 

The carl of Weftmoreland de- 
clared, that he perfectly concurred 
in fentiment with the bithop of 
Peterborourh. He was fatisfied ot 
the juftice, and was convinced fill 
more of the expediency and found 
policy of pailing inclofure-bills in 
general, and of fetting out to the 
clergyman a certain portion of land 
in lieu of tythes. Land would al- 
ways bear a certain and proportion 
ate value ; and was not like money, 
which was conftantly undergoimg 
changes in refpect of its relative 
worth. ‘Taking tythe in kind, oF 
commutations in money, were the 
caufe of inveterate and incurable 
difacreements between the pattor 
and his parifhioners. In tact, en 
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had a perpetual tendency to irritate 
the wortt patfions ot which the human 
mind was fuiceptible, They operated 
asa check to indultry, as a bar to im- 
rovement. While induttry and the 
improvement of lands were certain 
to be taxed by cythes, the exercife 
of the one, and the fpirit of the 
other, were etiectually prevented 
and difcouraged, On the contrary, 
when men, by commutation, fhitted 
fo odious a burthen off their fhoul- 
ders, they fet themfelves to work 
with zeal; and the wealth of indi- 
viduals increated, In proportion as 
the induftry of the hufbandman was 
rewarded, whence a general benefit 
arofe tothe ftate. This was mani- 
fet from the increafe of agriculture, 
which the various inclofure bills had 
of late years occafioned ; and the 
confequent increafe of the produce 
of grain, ot various kinds, through- 
out the kingdom. 

The chancellor declared his full 
approbation of the fentiments which 
had been advanced by the learned 
prelate who opened the debate. The 
rights of the clergy, his lordfhip 
oblerved, were coeval with the con- 
{tirution, and had fince the firft 
eltablifiment of Chritlianity in this 
kingdom, a period ot upwards of 
one thoutand years, been vetted in 
the manner in which they were 
claimed and enjoyed at prefent ; and 
thouch the Lateran council, held 
in the eleventh century, afcertained 
the mghts of the cle rgy ina more 
preeite and fpecific manner, with 
the confent and approbation of all 
the fovereiyn princes ot Chritten- 
dom, yet the final fertlement then 
made, and ratified by all the parties 
concerned, was rather a recognition 
of rights already exercifed and en- 
joyed, than creating new ones which 
had not been betore fubmitted to 
andacknowledeed, ‘Thenceforward 
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the property of ecclefiaftics, and of 
ecclefiaitical bodies and corporations, 
{tood wpon as itrong a toundation as 
that which fupported or fecured to 
the pofleffors any other fpecies of 
property whatever, and fo it conti- 
nued, without interruption, till the 
time of the Reformation. At the 
diffolution of the monatteries, in- 
deed, a great part of the patrimony 
of the church went into the hands 
of lay impropriators ; and foon af- 
ter, focarly asthe beginning of the 
reign of queen Elizabeth the la 
patrons, and others interefled in the 
event, wilhed to pufh matters fill 
farther, and as it were to ftrip the 
church otf almott every thing the 
pofiefled, by pretended compofiti- 
ons, moduiles, not fupported by 
prefeription, and collufive bargains 
and avreements between the incum- 
bent torthe time being, and every 
perfon who might have it in his 
power to force or delude the perfon 
in poticthon, to deteat or injure the 
interelt ot his fucceflor. Thofe 
frauds at lat became fo deftructive 
and notorious, that the legiflature 
was oblized to interpofe ; and, by 
laws enacted for the purpofe, to pre- 
vent all fraudulent or collufive bar- 
gains, made by the perfon in pof- 
feilion, to the detriment or injury 
of his eventual fuccetfor ; in which, 
amony other things, the bifhops, 
or chupiers, were prevented from 
makiny longer leafes than fortwenty- 
one years, and the rectors and vicars 
longer than for feven, fo as to bind 
thote who were to come aiter them. 
‘The rent or equivalent referved was 
nat to be le!s than that paid to his 
prececefior ; nor was any modus 
hereafter to be confidered as fuch, 
which could not be proved to have 
exiited at the time of the pafling of 
that act. The univerfties, tor the 
fame renfons, were reftrained from 
making 
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making any commutation, or recelv- 
ing any compentation, but in coro, 
which was to bear a proportion to the 
current value ; that is, wheat was 
eftimated at a certain price, and fo 
many quarters were to conftitute the 
referved rent, and whatever the corn 
came to at the future current price, 
at the next market-town, the uni- 
verfity were to be paid to the amount 
in money. Hence the rights and 
property of the church, and of ec- 
clefiaftical and other learned bodies, 
if they were not reftored, at leatt 
whatever part of them remained 
was im a great meature fecured 
araintt future fraudulentalhenations ; 
which was a firong proot of the 
wifdom and found policy of the 
framers of thofe laws. Innovanons 
attempted upon ancicnt e(tablith- 
ments turnifhed, at all times, good 
ground of alarm, and if no other 
argument could be produced in fup- 
port of it, the conduct and caution 
of our anceftors held out an exam- 
ple worthy ot modern imitation, 
Fis lordfhip then proceeded to ob- 
ferve, that he had long entertained 
a jealouly of private bills, becaufe 
he was convinced, trom experience, 
that they were in general fo loofely, 
carelefsly, and improvident!y con- 
ducted through both houtes of par- 
liament, that they were often at- 
tended with the moit pernicious con- 
fequences to families, whofe inter. 
ells were fatally affected by their 
operation. It had lately come to his 
own knowledge, from the office 
which he held, that a family in 
Wales, ef the name of Gardiner, 
were tripped of their entire fub- 
filence, and devoted to ab‘olute 
ruin, by auth rity ot a private bill 
that had pafled into a law, without 
having met with that attention, 
which, had it been exerted, would 
doubtleis have cauled the houfe to 


prevent the bill from being rendereg 
the fource of fo much injuttice, 

fo much cruclty. A remarkable jp. 
cident lately occurred in a comm. 
tee of the other houfe, which 
fhewed the neceflity there was tha 
more attention fhould be paid t 
private bills. It happened that ap 
elderly man, rather meanly dreffed, 
was obferved to have been in the 
room in which a cominittee fat every 
day, and to have paid more attention 
to what paffed, than was cuftoma 
rily fhewn by ordinary by- ftanders, 
When the committee had nearly 
done their bufinefs, and came to read 
over the bill as they had fettled it, 
this elderly perfon liftened with 
a greater fhew of anxiety, than had 
before been ob{erved to be expreffed 
by him ;. and when a _ particular 
claufe, in which, as it afterwards 
appeared, his intere{t was materially 
concerned, was read, the man was 
fo fenfibly affected by it, that his 
uneafinefs attracted the notice of fit 
George Saville. ‘That truly worthy 
and refpectable baronet immediately 
accotted the ttranver, and begged to 
be informed, what it was that had 
fhocked him fo fenfibly. The poor 
man opened his caie to fir George, 
and it appeared, that the claufethat 
had juft been read, would have in- 
volved him and his tamily in uttet 
ruin ; that fufpecting, as foon as he 
heard the bill was in agitation, that 
fuch a claufe might be introduced, 
he had travelled up to London on 
foot, but was fo poor that he had 
not money enough to fee a counfel 
to plead his caufe, and do himfelt 
and his family juttice. Sir George 
immediately prevented the commt- 
tee from going precipitately to a re 
port, and nade an inquiry into the 
tacts alledged by the old ttrangets 
He found thofe facts to be ttue, 
upan which he introduced fuch an 
amendment 
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amendment into the bill, as effectu- 
ally prevented the dreaded mifchiet : 
and thus, by a fingular and extra- 
oréinary circumitance, Was an in- 
nocent man and his — faved 
from ruin. This tact, his ordfhip 
faid, would ferve as one reaton, 
among the many that might be 
fated, to fhew their lordfhips the 
necellity of watching every private 
bill that came before them, and of 
examining the probable confequen- 
ces of its operation, with the mott 
ferupulous minutenefs and caution, 
He concluded with earnettly recom- 
mending to the houfe, that the bill 
betore them fhould be recommitted. 

The earl of Sandwich faid, that 
he could never approve, as long as 
he had the honour of a feat in that 
houfe, of motions which might, in 
their afpect and tendency, embroil 
and dettroy the peace and quiet of 
the country. A very confiderable 
part of the landed property of the 
kingdom was held under acts of in- 
clofure. A great part of his own 
eflate was of that tenure. It had 
been an open country, and was in a 
very rapid ftate of progreffive culti- 
vation and improvement. ‘There 
were many ‘or th which came 
within his own knowledge, of the 
evils which arofe from the clergy’s 
being obliged to take tythes ; and 
he was perfuaded, that they would 
never be fo effectually removed, as 
by a general commutation by land 
ormoney. He would ever fupport 
the jutt rights of the clergy ; for in 
fupporiing them, he fhould main- 
tain the caufe of religion and virtue. 
Their rights and property were as 
facred as thofe of their lordfhips. 
They were derived from the confti- 
tution, and mutt be maintained, or 
tall with it; and he was ready to 
nik his fortune and his life in their 
fupport. But he was fully con- 
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vinced, that it would be highly be- 
neficial to the clergy, that land 
fhould be granted to them in lieu of 
tythes. In his own neighbourhood, 
which had been an open country, 
but was now happily inclofed, in- 
ftead of the clergy and farmers be- 
ing perpetually quarrelling, and 
going to law, all was harmony and 
good neighbourhood: the revenues 
ot the church, in point of actual re- 
ceipt, were congderably increafed, 
the landed property was much aug- 
mented in its annual value, and the 
tarmers grew ich. On the whole, 
being a real friend to the principle 
of inclofing, and feeing nothing in 
the prefent bill but what was agree- 
able to that general principle, he 
fhould vote for receiving the report 
immediately, and of courfe give his 
negative to the motion made by the 
learned prelate for re-commuitting 
the bill. 

The bifhop of Landaff now rofe, 
and obferved, that the queftion be- 
fore the houfe involved in it a va- 
riety of the molt important points 
which could poffibly affect the 
whole of a moft ufeful and refpect- 
able body of men, the parochial 
clergy ; and which therefore flould 
not be decided but upon the moit 
mature reficétion. He was, there- 
fore, of opinion, that the bill fhould 
be re-committed. One of the con- 
fequences, he remarked, of com- 
muting tythe for land, would be, 
fubjccting the clergy to all the bur- 
thens of landed property. Some of 
thofe burthens had not yet been 
telt; they would ultimately, he 
feared, be deftructive. He begged 
their lordfhips to confider, what 
muft be the fituation of a clergy- 
man, whofe all depended upon the 
land allotted by the inclofure ? The 
immediate advantages derived from 
an increafe of income, were more 
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than compe nfated by the heavieft 
furure inconveniencies, which, as 
they were remote, were untortu- 
n: tely neither torefeen nor attended 
w. ‘Faken on either fuppofition, 
ot the incumbent’s occupying the 
land himtelt, or letting it to a te- 
nant, the event muil, in procefs of 
tiinc, prove equally fatal to the 
church. Hl eultivated, impovertfhed, 
and iehentes ground, defolated 
tences, d dated barns, an infol- 
vent fanalord, and an undone te- 
nant, mutt leave the fucceffor with- 
out relief, and without remedy, to 
bemoan, in fruitle!s withes, the IL 
judged exchange. <As to the pre- 
tent conilitutional provifion of tythes 
it Was certainly attended with occa- 
ficnal difficulties ; thouch thofe dit- 
ficultics had, in his opimon, been 
conliderably over-rated, both as to 
their magnitude and trequencv. 
‘The clameur raifed trom the few in- 
curmbents who received their tythe 
11 kind, was dil ligently propagated, 
while the filent meritorious modera- 
tion of the many, who benefitted 
their porfhioners by an inadequate 
compolnon, remained either Uun- 
known, oF _ fudiou ly fupprefied. 
The que 1 had hi itherto been ar- 
gued only on at etdea thatthere was 
no third mode. Should, however, 
the legiflature determine, contrary 
hoth to his fentiments, and his 
wifhes, to annihilate tvthe in future 
bills of inclofure, he would jut 
hiat then, as amatter deferving the 
future confideration of their lord- 
tinnps, the fut firuting a corn-rent, 
on the principle of the well-known 
actot queen Elizabeth, which re- 
gulates the p ayimeut of referved 
beats en col ¢ leafes. 

‘The duke < of Riel mond obferved, 
that in every view in which he con- 
hdlcred it, he highly approved of 
the bill beture the boule, and thould 
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of confequence vote for its beng 
paffed into a law. From a variety 
of tacts, which had come within 
his knowledge, he was co nvinced of 
the inexpe dic ‘ney of taking tythes 
in kind, and of the Seve Fi lew. 
fuits, difagreements, and bad bloed 
which were thereby occationed ~ 
tween the incumbent and his m. 
rifhioners. In thofe parithes, wher 


tythes were taken in kind, they bred 
perpetual difpute and animofity; 


and even as to the P int ot emolu- 
ment, his grace folemnly protefted, 
that he beheved, upon an average, 
the clergyman would be much bet- 
ter oft by mi: iking a reafonable com- 
pofition, | by W hich his pariihioners 
would even be confiderable gainers, 
than by collecting his tythes in kind, 
Several other lords fp. ke in this de- 
bate, in the courfe of which fome 
perional altercation pafled between 
the chancellor and the nrit lord of 
the admiralty; bute the houfe at 
lencth divided, when the number 
for the re-commitment were 2%, 
and agsintt it 31. The bifhopet 
St. David’s motion being thus re 
jected, the report was received, and 
the bill rcad a third time, and 
pailed. 

A tew days alter, the fubject Wa 
again a in the houle 0! 
peers, in contequence of three pro 
pi ofiuions, in the torm ot refolu- 
tions, whic h were moved by eat 
Bathurit, and which were intenced 
to bring the matter in difpute to 
fome folemn decifion. ‘The firft re 
folution moved by that noblemas, 
was, “* that it was 03 7 of 
that houfe, that inclofiures of com 
mons, waite lands, and 
open fields, were highly | beneficn! 
to the kin : liom.” Hi $ “Jordthp 
Went into a hiitory of the Rees 
ot incloling cominons, W afte la 
forcits, and open fields, in which 
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he fucwed, that in the reign ot 


Henry Vit. and of queen Kliza- 
beth, there Was a prevatiing idea, 
that fuch inclofures were dewinen- 
tal, and a variety of ftatutes were 
made to forbid them. In the reign 
ot James li. however, men beean 
to change their opinions, and the 
queftion aflumed a new face. Since 
that period, the advantage of in- 
clofing commons, walie lands, and 
open fields, had become gradually 
mi re and moire ob 10US, and {o fully 
had prevailed with the leviflature, 
that, within the lait thirty or torty 
years, nearly nine hundred inclofure 
bills had pated both houfes of par- 
jiament, and received the roval at- 
fent. It was, indeed, manitett, his 
lordfip faid, that inclofure bills in 
vencral greatly contributed to the 
benefit of agriculture, to the em- 
ployment of the induttrious, to the 
decreale of the P 01's rates, and to 
the general wealth of the bin «dom. 
His fecond refoluti on Was, that ** it 
was the opinion of that houte, that 
commuting of tythes, in prtiocs 
Cales of inclofure. where it could 
be done with juftice, for an ade- 

ate compentation of corn or land, 
ature equally eneficlal to 
the cle va id tne land! wl der, end 
ought to be encouraged by the le- 

| ree? "This propofition, he 
uid, Was Meant to have a retro- 
pective as well as profpective view ; 
for, as fo much property, had 
been already afletied under this {pe- 
Cies Of tenure, it wor ld oper rate in a 
tWo told manner: it would tend to 
quiet the minds of thofe ie al- 
ready hi id poffethons under the faith 
of parhament, no matter whether 
y laity, and encour: ige ~ 
I ictors Of lands not divi ded. 


pp¥ to parliament in ti ne tocome, 


peaking in fupport ot this refoe 
fii? " h; ] rtd ‘YF \, q 
is ban fa leit D ©) of ervec “9 that 
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till the Reformation the clergy taxed 
themielves, and the means by whic h 
that mode was altered, he believed, 
few of their lorJthi ips Were pat ‘ticu- 
larly acquainted with. The change 
was eflected not by an act of parlia- 
ment, not by a refolution of either 
houie, or even by any royal procta- 
manon, but folely owed its origin 
tO a written agreement, the record 
of which he had feen. It was figned 
by no other perfons but the lord 
chancellor and the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, early after the Rettora- 
tion, and who were, In ta¢t, the 
only contracting parues to the 
agrcement, by which the parlia- 
ment, the clergy, and the nation, 
had o themiives by a tacit 
content, or filent acquiefcence. 
Ihe tenor of this avreement was, 
that the clergy thould give up the 
richt of taxing themfelves, provided 
they were allowe d to vote for mem- 
bers of parhament, and by that 
means have a thare in electing the 
re pret ‘ntatives of the people, who 
were entrufted with the power of 
taxing the kin¢dom at large. Under 
* :¢ authority ot this agreeme nt, his 
lordfhip fuid, the ch rgy had for fo 
imany years paid taxes equally with 
every other defer iption of his Ma- 
ie ’s fubjects. His third propo- 
tion was, *¢ that it might be expe- 
cient to vIVve a compenfation in 
land, moncy, Of COrny whe e tythe ; 


or aon no ¢ iicaliien exited.” 
This, his lordihip remarked, would 
only Operate in c ates Where the par- 
ties intereficd were equally well in- 
clined to come to fuch an agree- 
ment, and would ot courfe be en- 
tirely opdonal, andcalculated merely 
to pave the way ta procure a good 
underttandiag between the paftor 
and his fl Ki which, he trufted, 
would promote the mutual intereft 
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of both. If thefe propofitions were 
agreed to by the houfe, he meant 
to make them the foundation of a 
bill, to be brought in at a future 
time, by which all difputes con- 
cerning tythes might be removed, 
and proper methods be adopted tor 
the mott unexceptionable mainte- 
nance of the clergy. ‘The propo- 
fitions of Lord Bathurft were op- 
pofed by the bifhops ot Landaff and 
St. David’s, and with particular 
zeal by the chancellor; they were 
defended by the earl ot Coventry ; 
but were withdrawn, after fome 
debate, without any queition, under 
the idea that the feffion was too tar 
advanced to come to any final de- 
cilion on a bufinefs of fo much 1m- 
portance. 

On the 2d of April, Mr. Dun- 
eombe, one of the members for the 
county of York, prefented a peu- 
tion to the houte of commons, trom 
the delegates of the feveral atlo- 
ciated counties. But in order to 

revent the miniiterial party from 
Soiien a pretence for rejecting it, 
it was not ttyled, a petition trom 
the delegates, but a petition from 
certain frecholders of feveral coun- 
tics. It was to have been pre- 
fented by Sir George Saville, but he 
was prevented trom attending the 
houfe by a fevere illnefs. Mr. 
Duncombe lamented, that the peti- 
tion fhould futter by the abfence of 
the honourable baronet ; who would 
have given fo much refpect and 
energy tothe humble and legal re- 
quilitious ot the conttituent body of 
the people; but, at the fame time, 
he rejoiced in that public opportu- 
nity of declaring his approbation of 
the principle and the tendency of 
that petition, which {poke the jen 
timents, and exprefied the withes of 

fo many thoufand: of his own con- 
fiutucnts. He hkewife 


declared, 
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that the prayer of the petition way 
altogether conformable to his own 
wifhes and principles. He thoughe 
that the reform, which was folicited 
by the people, was, not only pro- 
per, but abiolutely neceffiry to the 
welfare and exiflence of our confi. 
tution. 

Mr. Daniel Parker Coke faid, 
that he highly approved of the con. 
tents of that petition, and that he 
himfelf had figned a fimilar one laf 
year ; but it the title of the petition 
had been, a petition trom the dele. 
gates of certain counties, he made 
no feruple to declare, that fuch a 
petition ought not, in his opinion, 
to be received by the houte; be 
caule he neither held it to be legal, 
nor conttitutional, tor any indivi 
duals, fo ityling themfelves, to pe 
tition parliament. ‘The only aflo 
cations that he confidered as wate 
ranted by law and the contftitution 
were, aflociations of counties a 
large, or the electors of boroughs, 
for the purpofe of petitioning pat- 
liament, or for the purpofe of in- 


ftru¢ting their reprefentatives. At | 


the fame time he defired the houle 
to underftand, that he had not the 
leafl objection to the gentlemen who 
were ftyled delegates from the fere 
ral counties. He knew them tol 
men ot the firft charaéter, and fome 
of the moft refpectable men in th 
kingdom ; and from’ whom, pet 


nally, no injury to the conftitune J 


could be ap srehended. But the 
eftablifiment of fuch a body, and 
the recognizing of them by the & 
ceptance of their petition, he! 
upon to be exceedingly improper 
Mr. Dunning faid, that thet 
could be no queiiton now before the 
houfe concerning the propriety, 
impropriety, ot accepting a pe 
tion from men _ reprefented to? 
delegates, becaufe the pretest Fe 
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tion was not offered to them under 
that defcription. If it had, he 
fhould have been ready to have de. 
fended the propriety of fuch a os 
tition, becaufe he conceived that 
there was nothing either illegal, or 
unconttitutional, in the character 
or in the name of a delegate. He 
wifhed, however, to provoke no de- 
bate on that day: it was merely 
intended to move for the petition to 
lie on the table, in order that it 
fhould be taken into confideration 
on afuture day. It had been his 
wifh and defign to have propofed to 
refer it to a committee; and he 
conceived it was a topic highly 
worthy of the moft ferious confh- 
deration of the houfe. But he 
found that this propofition would 
have been difputed ; and, theretore, 
he wifhed to give gentlemen leifure 
to read the petition, and to confider 
it, before he fhould make the mo- 
tion; and he had reafon to believe 
that when they read it, and faw the 
names by which it was figned, the 
objects to which it went, and the 
purpofe which it aimed to accom- 
plifh, they would not then think it 
groper to refufe the motion of re- 
terring it to a committee. Such a 
refufal would in fact be to fay, that 
there was nothing in the petition de- 
ferving the confideration of the 
houie, This, he believed, they would 
not venture to fay. The petiaon 
was almott the fame, in every re- 
fpect, with that which had been 
prefented laft year from the county 
ot York, and on which, and other 
fimilar petitions, the houfe had 
come to the refolutions of the 6th 
ot Apal; and which refolutions, 
he would fuppofe, nothing but the 
diffolurion of parliament had pre- 
vented them from carrying into 
(fect. 


Bir, Fox obferved, that he did 
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not rife to provoke a debate, by 
faying any thing on the fubject of 
the petition now prefented to the 
houfe: but he could not fit ftill, 
and hear it aflerted, that it was an 
illegal, or unconititutional thing, 
to appoint delegates, or that thoie 
delegates fhould petition parliament. 
He confidered it, on the contrary, 
not only as a legal, but, in the 
prefent circumttances and fituation 
of this country, as a laudable mea- 
fure. By what law, or what a&, 
was it 5 Be tee to be unconftitu- 
tional for the people of this coun- 
try, to appoint dciegates to refide 
in the metropolis, and to watch the 
conduct ot their reprefentatives ? 
And by what law was it declared te 
be uncontlitutional for the dele- 
gates, 10 appotted, to apply to 
parliament by a loyal and fubmif- 
ive petition? Did they lofe the 
privilege of the frecholder, when 
they aflumed the tule ot the dele- 
gate? or did it in any degree 
change the nature, or diminifh the 
confequence of the perfons, when 
they adopted that character? Surely 
not: fuch a petinon would be per- 
fectly conttituuional. He found no 
law nor act to prevent it; but he 
found it, from every confideration, 
to be not only a legal, but a laud- 
able meafure: and if that petidon 
had been declared to be the petition 
of the delegates, he fliould have 
been ready to have figned it in his 
delegated capacity, and to have de- 
fended it in that houfe as a faithful 
reprefentative of the people. After 
fome farther debate, the petition 
was brought up, read, and ordered 
to lie upon the table. 

On the 26th of April, Mr. 
Penton moved for leave to bring in 
a bill for better preventing defer- 
tions in the navy. He informed 
the houfe, that uhe firit object in his 
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propofed bill was to impofe a fine of 
five pounds for the firit oifence, and 
ten pounds tor the fecond, on all 

erfonos who enticed men from his 

Maj elly’s naval teivice, the fame to 
be yecovered by information made 
before any juftice of the peace 5 the 
fecond wus, to impote the fame pe- 
nalty, and to be levied in like man- 
ner, upon all thofe who fhould fe- 
crete any failor, knowing him to be 
a deferter; and the third was, to 
lay a conlider ab le fine upon captains 
of merchantmen, who fhould know- 


ingiy harbour, or employ on board 
their thips, any fuch deferter. Mr, 
Turner, member tor the city of 


York, who has always dittinguifled 
himtelt in parliament by a laudable 
th in fupport of the rights of the 

ommon people, oppoted ‘the intro- 
tinea et this bill. He d eclored, 
that he fhould ever be againft any 
bill thar had a tendency to ” irrals 
the fubject, and to deprive iIndivi- 
duals ot the tree exercife of their 
natural liberty. He deiefted, he 
faid, the idea of 


deeming an im- 
yvetled + ‘ lafar : He —_ 
prefled mon a deferter. e never 
could view fuch an 


individual in 
that light. An imprefied man, 17 
jeiazing =the 


firit opportunity of 


making his efeape, did no more 
than nature, juitice, and reafon 
dictated; and it was cruelty in 


the extreme, to authorize the pu- 
n saps Of men tor attempting to 


: | ‘ . . 
earn that hberty, which had been 


jorcibly taken from them. ‘he 
pill was alto intended to punifh 
thofe who concealed impri fled men, 
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fo efcaping, with a heavy fine, 
But could it be maintaincd, thar 
any man ought to be fined foe con. 
cealing his brother, his friend, or 
his neighbour, who, having ‘oes 
{natched away from & ti: imily, and 
dragged from his houfe on board a 
{hip, had found means to get on 
fhore again ? Humanity fthuddered 
at the idea! He never would adopt 
fuch arbitrary fentiments. He made 
no feruple to declare, that he had 
concealed fome hundreds of im. 
prefied men in his time: He he 
did it, net to injure the public fer- 
vice, not to impede th ea 
Operations of government, but tw 
relicye men whom he knew to have 
been 1'l-treated anc 1 opprefied . The 
Brinfh feamen were a noble fet of 
men; they deferved every — ot 
their country ; they were s he 
hour, its fupport, and its pie 
They ought, therefore, to be en 
cou raged, and not opprefied. Ad- 
dittonal rewaids fhouid rather be 
eiven them, to ttir them on, and to 
the fervice; 


excite them to court 
and it was equally impolitic and 
unjuft, by cruel though unavailing 


reitraints, to alienate their aflec- 
tions. They were not men to be 
intimidated, or deterred trom endea- 
vouring to avoid oppreftion. New 
penalties, and new punifleents, 
only created new crimes and new 
Notwithitanding the/c ob- 

» leave was given to bring 
Penton’s bill; but, upom 
it Was very pro 


onencts. 


rections : 
Th Mr. 
the jecond teading, 
~ ry rejected by the houte. 
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fal India Affair fe 
enters 2220 &@ Con federacy 
Jrrupison into the Carnatic. 

f . . 
of Lieutenant-colondl Baillie. 
Ariny, retreats to Madras. 
of f 


He de feats hiyder 
gn the 
pany. 

Cast, spew for 


» 44 palled, for limiting t! 


o 


E have already feen, that 
W great difcontents were occa- 
fioned in the Eatt Indies, in confe- 
quence of the eitablithment of ihe 
jupreme courtat Calcutta : but there 
were circumftances) which 
caufed the affairs of the Eaft India 
company to be in a eritucal and un- 
iettled itute. “Phe company’s fer- 
vants had unfortunately engaged 
themfeives in a conteit with the Ma- 
rattas, who 
Hindotts 
fubdued, or 


Wa if}y 


othe: 


that were not ctfectually 
who did not unani- 
fubmit to the government, 
owledve allegiance as ficfs, 
to the throne ef the Mogul. They 
nd warl ke people, and 
hemtelves to be 1ll ufed 
company’s fervants, a war 
ealued between them and the Eng- 
ith, which was attended with yreat 
expence, and with various fuccefs. 
The celebrated Hyder Ally had alfo 
a war with the Ma- 
Pact . but he atte TW i rds made peace 
With them | with themina 
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War betzveen the Marattas and the Engl. 
avuith the former againit 
Defeat, the Britifh Tr ops under the ¢ 
Sir He&or Munro, Commander of the Britis 
Hyder Ally bcfeges bi Col, the primes) foal 7 ew 
he Carnatic, makes himfelf Maller of it, 
Eyre Coote arrives at Madras, and takes the Command of the Pr 
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and ravages the Cou een Sir 
itife roy. 
Debates on Motions made 
Eai india Com- 
¢ Jurif~aiction of the fupreme Court at 
tl and Council of Ben- 


manifeft, that the company’s fervants 
had not adopted thofe methods to 
keep on amicable terms with him, 
which good policy required. Hyder 
Ally, regent of the kingdom ot 
Myfore, was origin. lly a foldier of 
fortune. He rote, by der “recs, from 
a low rank, tothe fupreme command 
of the Rajah’s army ; and, on the 
death ot that prince, iprifore d 
his fon, whom he had deftined 
fucceed hin on the throne, and feized 
the reirs of government, affumin. 
the title of yuardian to the youns 
prince. Hy der x flefles a valuable, 
extenfive, and well regulated coun- 
try; he can bring into the ficlda 
very numerous and well difeip lined 
army ; he is no lefs exact in the pay- 
ment of his torces than attentive to 
their difeipline, and his revenucs are 
very great. About the clofe of the 
year i779, his military force was 
computed to conlift of 70,000 in- 
fantry, of which 20,000 were in 
regular battalions 3 30,000 cavalry, 
ot which 2000 were Abyflinian 
horie, which conftantly attended 
his perfon ; 10,000 Curnatic horfe, 
well-trained ; 400 Europeans > and 
109 pieces of cannon, which were 
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worked by Europeans. — He pofietfes 
great courage and abilities ; and it 
appears, that his conduct, in his 
civil capacity, has been fupported 
by adegree‘of political addrefs, un- 
equalled by any Afiatic power that 
has yet appeared in Hindottan. 
Monf. Bellecombe, at Pondicherry, 
kept up a correfpondence with him, 
and endeavoured all in his power 
to engage him in the intereft of the 
French ; and his efforts for that 
purpofe were not without fuccefs. 
In the month of July, 1789, 
Hyder Ally broke into the Car- 
natic with a very large army, and 
made a confiderable devattation in 
the country. A fhort time before 
this, news was brought from Mau- 
vitius, that it was intended by the 
French to fend Hyder a confiderable 
reinforcement of troops, and a fup- 
ply of military ftores. At this in- 
formation heis faid to have expreffed 
great fatisfaction, and to have de- 
clared, that he was determined to 
ruin the Carnatic, and to chaftife 
the Englith. ‘* He had tried them 
already, he faid, and knew them 
well; they had no condu& ; and 
even now, although he had affem- 
bled fo great a force to enter into 
their country, they had not mant- 
feiled the leatt climmering of ability, 


} 
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therefore now was the time to 
eo againtt them.” 

lt appears, indeed, that there 
was at this ume a very culpable 
necl rence in the government of 
Madras, with refpectto making the 
neceflary preparations for oppofing 
the ‘ 


progrefs of Hyder, of whofe 
Intentions they had then received 
{ui i }t intormation. On the -th 
© September,  heutenant-colonel 


,’ . ’ e 
Baillie, Wilh a detachment of 300 
furopean tofantry, fome artillery, 
29. } 
¢ battalions of feapoys, and ten 


putees of cannon, was attacked by 
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the fon of Hyder Ally, whom he 
defeated. Previoufly to this Hyder 
himfelf had befieged Arcot, ‘the 
chief town of the Carnatic, bye 
after fome days thought proper to 
relinquifh the fiege. Lieutenant. 
colonel Baillie atterwards hearing 
that Hyder, with the main body of 
his forces, had got between himand 
major-general fir Hector Munro, 
who commanded the grand Britith 
army, he thought proper to halt 
where he was, and immediately dif. 
patched feveral letters by different 
routes to that general, informing 
him of his fituation, and intreating 
that he would make a motion with 
the army under his command, t 
favour his junction. ‘The meafures 
adopted tor this purpofe were not, 
however, of the mott expeditious 
kind, though a detachment was 
fent to his affiftance : but before he 
could make any junction with the 
grand army, he was attacked by 
Hyder Ally, on the 1oth of Sep. 
tember, with a much fuperior force, 
and totally defeated. ‘The action 
lafted feveral hours ; but the Britith 
troops were at length overpowered 
by numbers ; Hyder’s cavalry having 
broken in upon their line, when a 
great flaughterenfued, All the Ew 
ropeans were either cut to pieces, 
or taken prifoners ; and about 2009 
feapoys are faid to have lain dead on 
the field of battle. In this engage: 
ment, colonel Baillie, with many 
other officers, were made prifoners; 
and colenel Fletcher, with the cap- 
tains Rumfey ‘and Powell, were 
killed. After this unfortunate athe 
on, fir Heétor Munro retreated im- 
mediately towards Madras. Hyder 
again attacked Arcot, and made him 
felf mater of the town, with a 
immenfe quantity of ftores init, on 
the 3: ft of October ; and his caval 
ry now oxer-ran, apd laid wafte the 
whole 
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wholecountry. Thefe events threw 
the affairs of the company, in that 
art of India, into great confufion : 
there was, indeed, much difunion 
in their councils ; and the conduct 
of thofe who then had the chief di- 
rection, both in the civil and mili- 
tary line, appears to have been high- 
ly detrimental to the interefts of the 
company. 

Such was the ftate of things when 
fir Eyre Coote arrived at Madras, 
on the sth of November, with a 
reinforcement of Britifh troops. He 
immediately took the command of 
the army, and made the neceflary 
arrangements for putting it in a 
better condition, and for fecuring 
the remaining pofleilions of the 
company, as well as for facilitating 
the operations againft the enemy. 
He alfo wrote to the prefidency of 
Bombay, to fir Edward Hughes, 
and to general Goddard, to unite in 
diftrefing Hyder’s pofleffions on the 
Malabar coaft, and to be particu- 
larly affiduous in promoting peace 
with the Maratras. A French fleet 
atterwards appeared on the coait of 
Coromandel, which, it was expected, 
would have landed fome afliftance 
for Hyder Ally; but it left that 
coaft, in February, 1781, without 
doing this, or without effecting any 
material injury to the Britith fettle- 
ments. The following month fir 
Eyre Coote retook fome places of 
which Hyder had made himfelf 
matter ; and fir Edward Hughes de- 
ftroyed fome fhips at Mangulure, 
the principal fea port of Hyder on 
the Malabar coaft. General Coote 


was indefatigable in his exertions to 
Oppole the progrefs of Hyder ; and 
on the ritof July, he brought him 
to a general action between Porto 
Novo and Mooteapollam. ‘Theen- 
#agcment latted eight hours, and it 
Was a hard fought day on both fides. 





HISTORY. 


The army of Hyder confifted of 
twenty-five battalions of infantry, 
400 Europeans, from 40 to 50,000 
horfe, and above 100,000 match- 
lock men, Peons and Polygars, with 
forty-feven pieces of cannon. But 
though the Brith army was ex- 
ceedingly inferior in point of num- 
bers, the troops of Hyder at length 
retreated, and left fir Eyre Coote 
matter of the field of battle. Meer 
Saib, Hyder’s favourite general, 
was mortally wounded in the action; 
and among 4000, who were killed, 
were many of his principal officers. 
Between three and four hundred 
were killed of the Britifh troops, 
and they loit but few oflicers. 

But before this favourable turn 
in the company’s affairs, a motion 
was made by lord North, in the 
houfe of commons, on the 31ft of 
April, ** That a committee of fe- 
crecy fhould be appointed, to in- 
quire into the caufes of the war now 
fubfifting in the Carnatic ; and of 
the prefent condition of the Britifh 
poffeffions in thofe parts ; and to re- 
port the fame, with their obfervati- 
ons thereon.”” Mr. Fox oppofed 
the appointment of a fecret commit- 
tee, and moved, by way of amend- 
ment, that it fhould not be a 
“ fecret,’’ buta * felect committee ,” 
and thisamendment was ftrenuoufly 
fupported by Mr. Burke. Sir 
Thomas Rumbold, late governor of 
Madras, who was now returned 
from India, and become a member 
of the houfe of commons, remark- 
ed, that the fituation of our affairs 
in India was fuch, as to require the 
fober and ferious inveftigation of 
parliament ; and he declared, that 
there was nothing which he more ar- 
dently defired, than that the whole 
of this bufinefs fhould be thoroughly 
and fairly examined. With refpect 
to the iaftitution of the ——— 
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be faid, it would certainly be very un- 
becoming of hin, circumitanced as 
he was, to be a member of it, and 
it was what he by no means defired : 
but though he was aware, that a 
fecret committee was better calcu- 
Jated to do bulinefs with difpatch 
and cect, than an open one, yet 
there was fomething in the idea of 
fecret committee which was tar from 
being fatisfactory. In the progrefs 
of this inquiry it would be found, 
that there was great intricacy, and 
much labour, in the neceflary courte 
of the inveltigation, It would be 
difficult, amiditt the voluminous 
mafles of papers which they mut 
have before them, to felect tuch as 
immediately poin ned to the e object ot 
the inquiry; and they would have 
mach nced of afiflance and aid 
from gentlemen, who, by being in 
office at the time, and interetic ‘dain 
the bufine!s, would naturally be 
more acquainted with thote objects. 
An honourable member ot th at 
houfe, who was in the council 
Bengal, and himself, who had been 
the governor of Madras, might be 
ot effencal fervice to the committee 
in this reipect; and he took the 
iherty to tuggeil this to the houfe. 
Atter tome debate, the motion was 
agiceed to, as originatly propofed 
by the mainaiter 

On a fubfequent day filteen 
members were by ballot, 
who were to conititute this com- 
mittce of feereey. When their 
hpaines were repo ried to the houfe, 
wt Was rematked by Mr. Thomas 
Aen hay that exeepting Mr. 
Gregory, and Mr. Philip Yorke, 
the whole committe e was compo fed 
ofthe tried trends of adminiftration, 
af men on pis the firtt lord ot 
the treafury could entirely ¢ pend. 
Ile, therefore, owned, that he had 
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it would be like all the former j 


Wis 
rics ; 2 would end in difappoint. 


ment ; and would only ferve tg 
thew, that the minilter inttituted 
this inquiry merely to deceive the 
nation. He proceeded t obi erve, thar 
it was from the miniller’s fcreening 
de lin quents, When they came from 
India, ‘hat all the evils in th at quar. 
ter of the globe had orivinat ed; 
and if matters were fuffered to goon 
ar as they had lately been com 
éted, odious and abhorrent as the 
conduct of the Spaniards, on their 
firit it difcovery and conque t of Ame- 
rica, had univerf: ally been held to be, 
by every writer that had tre ated on 
the fubject, fill more odious and 
more dete {table ihould we, aS a Nae 
thon, be looke dup mM for oO} ir conduéd 
in India. It was reported, that the 
nabob of Arcot had feveral mem. 
bers in that houfe ; and it it were 
true, that by fending a fuimof mo- 
ney over to En: oland, he could feat 
cight or ten members in that houfe, 
Mr. ‘Townthend declared it to be 
his opinion, that they were become 
the moil abj ject, the mo ft contemp- 
tible fer of beings in exittence. 
On the 23d of May toll WIR a 
moti mn Was made by general Smith, 
that the report of the committee on 
the peution from the vovernor and 
council of Bengal fhould be read; 
which having been done, the gene- 
ral reca; ulated ve _ hardinps 
that the zemindars, fo dateny 
princes of Indi: i, tous ae with the 
natives of that country, fuffered 
from having been fubjected to the 
jurifdiction of an Englith eribunal, 
and to En vlifhy laws. He repre fented 
the cttablihment of that tribunal, 
and the government by Englifh laws, 
as utterly nconfitent with the 
cultoms, “manners, and religiows 
ps wiples of the ni: itive ; of India; 
and heace concluded, that it feemed 
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yroper totally to abolifh the fupreme 
court Which had been eltablifhed in 
chat country. He did not, howe- 
yer, mnean at prefent to go {o tar ; 
he sate nded only to introduce fuch 
regulations as fhould make the court 
of judicature lefs odious, and lefs 
oppreih ve to the natives of India. 
They were daily harrafled by its 
fymmonfes ; andthe people in every 
art of the country were enemies to 
its jurifdiction. Nay, the judges 
had carried their authority fo tar, 
even over the company itfelf, as to 
ithorize the fale of lands belonging 
to the company ;_ thus taking on 
ees to determine upon the 
cht to the territorial acquilitions ; 
a | quettion upon which parliament 
(elt had never yet thought proper 
to ¢ ive an opinion. In confe: quence 
of their proceedings the country 
was in the greateit diforder. All 
law and regulation were at an end, 
id there ap peared a moit dangerous 
: oe extenfive fcene of anarchy and 
confution, which forcibly called for 
immediate intervention of par- 
ment, by which peace and order 
rht be reftored as foon as poflible. 
tic, therefore, moved for leave to 
ng in a bill, * to explain and 
ainend fo much of an aét, patle “dain 
the thirteenth year of the reg n ot 
his prefent Majetty, for the better 
ulat ion of the India company, 4s 
i ito the adminittration of jul- 
nice in Be val ; and alfo to indem- 
a e governor and council of 
Bengal, tor having refitted, by force 
of arms, the execution of an order 
of Prk fupreme court of iT udicature 
at kingdom, Leave was ac- 
ore setheae given to bring in the 
bill ° 
The fame day the houfe refolved 
itfelf into a committee of the whole 
h ufe, when lord North rofe, and 
obdterved, that it had been much his 
with, that an agreement for the re- 
bewal of the charter of the Eaft 
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India company fhould have beea 
amicably made, and that voluntary 
propofitions thou! d have come from 
themielves, offering terms for the 
benefit of the exclufive trade, and 
ot the territorial acquilitions. But 
he was forry to fay, that no petiti- 
ons had been fent fromthe company, 
nor any agreement made ; a negoci- 
ation had, indeed, taken place be- 
tween him and the chairman and 
deputy-chairman ; but the propofie 
tions made by them were not fuch as 
the public might expect, or the 
parliament accede to. With regard 
to the territorial acquilitions of the 
company, his lordfip faid, that it 
was his opinion, and that of others 
more learned in the law, that the 
public had a mht to all territorial 
acquilitions made by private fub- 
jects ; but how far it might be pro- 
per to let the revenue of thofe terri- 
torial acquilitions remain in the re- 
ceipt of the company, was quite an- 
other quettion. He thought it would 
be wife toleave the revenue in theig 
hands as long as they held the ex- 
clufive trade, becaufe the one was 
connected and blended with the 
other; butas to foregoing the claim 
of the public, to that he never would 
confent. After fundry other ob- 
fervations, his lordfhip made a moti- 
on, * That it was the opinion of 
that committee, that three-fourths 
of the furplus of the net profits of 
the Fatt India company, ever fince 
the company’s bond-debt was re- 
duced to one miilion five hundred 
thoufand pounds, and the compa- 
ny’s dividcads have been eight per 
cutum per annum, beiong ro the 
wile: and that fix hundred thoue 
fand pe ounds in lieu thereof, and ia 
difcharge of all claims on the pare 
of the public, be padi into his Mae 
jetty *s cxc hequer by inflalme nts, in 
tach manner, and at fuch times, ag 
fall be agreed on.” 
This motion was oppofed by Air. 
diubcyy 
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Hufley, who reprobated the idea o 

taking 600,0001. of the company 
under its prefent circumftances. He 
produced a paper, full of arithme- 
tical calculations, which he read to 
the houfe, and ftated to be correct 
computations of the amount of the 
company’s — and imports, 

the expences of their trade at home, 

ated the balance of profit of each 

year, for many years paft, diftin- 
guifhing the commercial from the 
territorial expences and incomes. 
From thefe computations and {ftate- 
ments, Mr. Hufley thewed, that the 
commercial and territorial revenues 
of the Eaft India company had, 
upon an average of fixteen years 
fucceflively, conftituted together a 
fum equivalent to a proportion of 
fixteen per cent. That nine per 
cent. of this had arifen trom the 
commercial profits accruing to the 
¢ompany ; and, therefore, that there 
had not been eight per cent. divided 
upon that pare of the profits to 
which the public had any claim or 
pretenfion. He farther remarked, 
that the acceffion of the territorial 
pofleffions brought with them ad- 
ditional expences, and that the pub- 
lic had already received a very large 
fhhare of the company’s profits. He 
declared it to be his opinion, that the 
company fhould always make it a 
rule, to give as ample and full relief 
to the public burthens as their fitu- 
ation would allow ; and if they did 
this, he faw no reafon why the 
minifter fhould expect more. He 
ought not, by the {trong hand of 
power, to torce from them what 
they did not themfelves think they 
could, under their prefent cireum- 
ftances, {pare or aftord, and what, 
atthe fame time, they might think 
themfclyes under no obligation te 
Pry. 
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Mr. Dempfter warned the 
to take care how they proceeded in, 
matter that went to affect the char. 
tered rights of the Eatt India com. 
pany, and reminded them of the 
confequences of violating the char. 
ter of Maflachufet’s bay, and var. 
ous others. We had certainly fag. 
fered enough, he faid, by the vio. 
lation of charters. It had brought 
us into our prefent difficulties, ang 
had armed Europe againt us, H, 
added, that to tear trom the com. 
pany by force what was not ftipv. 
lated for in any act of parliament, 
would be a breach of public faith 
that would difgrace the nation, and 
damp the fpirit of enterprize and 
adventure, which had been produc- 
tive of fuch happy effects. It was 
to that fpirit we owed the territorial 
acquifitions of the India company, 
and all the immenfe benefits tha 
had, in confequence, accrued tothe 
revenue of this country. 

Mr. Burke oppofed the motions 
with great vehemence ; andaflerted, 
that it was the daring effort of a 
minifter, determined on rapine and 
plunder, without regard to truth, 
honour, or juttice ; a violent and 
fhamelefs attempt to rob the comps 
ny, in order to purfue the purpoles 
of the mott lavith wafle and the 
mott profligate corruption. But the 
motion was defended by the lord: 
advocate of Scotland and fir Gry 
Cooper, and was at length agreed to 
by the houfe. In confequence of this 
motion a bill was afterwards brought 
in, for paying in, and applying tothe 
publiciervice a portion of the furplus 
profits of the Ea(t India company: 
the bill met with fome oppofition, 
but paffed both houfes, and receire? 
the royal affent. It fhould, how: 
ever, be obferved, that in the #* 
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to the government was reduced to 
ool. 
“a the 3d of July, the bill was 
read the third time in the houfe of 
commons, which had been broughtin 
by general Smith, for the regulation of 
the adminiftration of juftice inBengal, 
and for indemnifying the governor- 
eneral and council in the refiftance 
made by them to the procefs of the 
fupreme court. It met with fome 
oppotition, particularly from Mr. 
Duoning, who had a perfonal friend- 
fhip for fir Elijah Impey, the chief 
juitice at Calcutta ; and this great 
and able lawyer was thought, on 
this occafion, to have fuffered his 
regard for his friend to interfere too 
much with the more important obli- 
gations of public juitice. “The bill, 
however, pafled both houfes, and 
received the royal aflent. By this 
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act, it was declared, that the gover- 
nor-general_ and council of Bengal 
were not fubject to the jurifdi¢tion 
of the fupreme court, on account 
of any thing done by them in their 
public capacity ; and they were in- 
demnified in the refiftance which 
they had made to the orders of that 
court. It was alfo enacted, that no 
perfon fhould be fubject to the ju- 
rifdiction of the fupreme court on 
account of his being a land-owner, 
or farmer of land, in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa; that 
no judicial officers in the country 
courts fhould be liable to a¢tions in 
the fupreme court for their deci- 
lions ; and the two mufties, and Be- 
hader Beg, who were then in pri- 
fon, in confequence of the decifion 
of that court in the Patna caufe, 
were ordered to be difcharged. 


P. XIII. 


Petition prefented to the Houfe of Peers, in Behalf of a Criminal convidled, 


and ordered for Execution, by the Court of Jufticiary in Scotland. 


Petition repeched hy the Houfe. 
Motion made by Sir George Saville, 
legates Jhould be referred to a Comm 


rejecied. Decifion of the Houfe of 


Lhe 


Debate, in the Honfe of Commons, on a 


that the Petition from the County De- 
ittee of the whole Houfe. The Motion 
Peers, relative to the feveral Claimants 


of the hereditary Dignity and Offie of Lord Great Chamberlain of Eng- 
land. Motions made by the Minijier, grounded on the Reports of the Com- 


milfoners of Accounts. Debates on 


the Bill for preventing certain Profa- 


nations and Abufes of the Lord’s Day. 


N the firft of May, a petition 

was prefented to the houfe of 
peers, in behalf of James Bywater, 
a criminal, convicted, and ordered 
for execution, by the court of juf- 
ticiary in Scotland, for a ftreet-rob- 
bery within the city of Edinburgh. 
After the petition had been read, 


lord Mansfield moved, that it fhould 
be rejected, 


In fupport of this motion, his 
lordfihip urged, that the petitioner, 
who appealed to their lordfhips from 
a decition of the court of jufticiary 
in Scotland, came to them for reliet 
upon this ground, and upon this 
only, that of a mere literal error, 
in the name of one of his jurors, 
and as written on the back of his 
indiétment ; an errox not applicable 
tv 
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to himfelf in any fenfe, or which 
miyhe or could attect him as an in- 
aocent man. Aiter conviction, 

when the mifnomer was firit difeo- 
versed, the objection was made, and 
the matter ot law argued, betore 
the court of julticiary ; but the ob- 
iedion Was over- nerf It did not 
appear, therefore, that there was 
any injuitice in the conv: ction of the 
petitioner: but betides this, his 
iordthip gave it as his opinion, that 
the houfe was not authorized, by 
haw or wage, to entertain and decide 
Ppon appeals from the decifions ot 
the criminal j. ulicatures of Scotland. 

Indeed, thetr Jordfhips had fre- 
quently decided, and repeatedly de- 
termined, th tt hey had no tue h ape 


pellate pur: fdiction, as he made ap- 
peat, by feveral cates which he ttated, 
and in which fuch appeals had been 
difmifled. The petition was ac- 
cordingly rejected, 

On the $:h of the fame month, 


a motion was made in the houte of 
commons, by fir George Saville 
that the petition which had been 
betore pretented from the delezates 
of counties by Mr, a ees ibe, bur 
which had been figned by me m only 
as freeholders, might be referred to 
a committee of the cre houle. He 
had prefented, he obferved, a fimilar 
petition the lait year from the coun. 
ty ot York ; > an d the obier s both ot 
this, and of the former, were a 
reformation of the public CX} endi- 
ture, and a reduction of the influ. 
ence ot the crown. As the prefent 
petition had been fome weeks upon 
the table of the houfe, he was at 
liberty to fuppofe, that its contents 
had been exam'ned ; and it was cer- 
tainty reafonable to requetfl, that 
fomething farther might now be 
done refpecting it. the requiti- 
tions of the peniion were, undoubt- 
edly, well-grounded ; they were in 
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conformity with the fe:miments of 
the majority of the people ; the 
great fupplies of the year proved 
the expence of the war, and tha 
there was the utmoii neceility for 
public conomy ; and the charge of 
protulion was contirmed by- the 
ihametul terms of the late loan, j in 
which a million was fquandered, for 
no purpote but that ot corrupt in- 
fluence. ‘I hefe terms were {canda. 
loutly improvident ; and, perhaps, 
they were made i improvident, only 
that the members of that houfe 
might be induced to continue the 
war, and grant the mott unheard-of 
fupphes. ‘The extravagance of the 
loan would appear manifeit, bya 

comparifon with the loans made b 

the Eaft India company. They bor- 
rowed money at four per cent. 
while the public gave nine; and 
India bonds bore a premium, while 

navy-t alls were fubjeét to a difcount 

of wwelve per cent. With regard 
to the influence of the crown, 
which was complained of in the 
petiti mn now before the houfe, and 
vhich the lati parhament had de. 
clared ought to be ciminifhed, this 
continued fo much to be increafed, 
that he verily believed there was not 
even honefty and virtue enough in 
that houfe, ‘to come to the refolu- 
tions of their immediate predecef- 
fors. 

Mr. Rawlinfon expreffed his fur 
prize, that a Ps ctition, fizned by 
only thirty-two perfons, fhould be 
held inasre ip e€ able atarbes if ithad 
been figned by thoufands, and that 
it fhould be fup pofed to con tain the 
fentiments of all the people of Eng: 
land. But it might, perhaps, be 
urged, that though the porns 
were but thirty two in number, they 
ttood delegated by feveral counties 
in England. If that was the light 
in Which they were to be confers 
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he would not hefitate a moment to 
reject their petition ; becaufe he 
knew of ho fuch body of men in 
our conititution as county delegates, 
thofe who were within 
All delegation out of 
that houle was unconilitutioaal and 
illegal; nor could there '. any 
other view in fuch fort of delega- 
tion, but that of form: ng a body to 
awe and controul the le; itlature. 
Mr. Courtney oppote ed the mo- 
tion, though not by ferious argu- 
ment, but in a vein of irony and 
ridicule ; for which he was feverely 
r prehended by Mr. Thomas "Town 
(lend. He obferved, that the le- 
sity with which that gentleman 
tre.ted everv q\ ieltion ot the moitt 
ferious and fol ight be 
agreeable to the miniters, as they 
withed to throw all public virtue in- 
to ridicule; burt it could neither 
give them relpect with the peop! le, 
nor character with poiter ity. Thete 
were the mean refdurces of proti- 
gacy and impotence, and they 
merited no other regard, cither in 
that houfe, or in any other place, 
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excepting 
thote walls. 


einn nature, m 


that he 
Ais it the gentieimen 
character ot 
acted jullitiably and 
He was hinfelt one 
the delegates, and was ready to vin- 
cicate his own conduct in that cha- 
racter. He prefumed, that the right 
of petitioning would not be denied ; 
and if this were admitted, it was 
cear that the right included the 
means of attaining the object in a 
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leval and conitituti cual manner, In- 
li 
eeed, the right to affociate, to ap- 


| “let committees, and to choote cer- 
in perfons, and delegate the pow- 

ers of a greater body to a {maller 

Or felect one, was, he believed, of 

tiie 

Ne very eflence of large popular 
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bodies. 


If they hada right to at- 
temble, tor the purpofe of pertion- 


ing, they had a right to petition ; 
and, if to petition, to devile the 
molt proper means to give that pe- 
tition effect. Ic was ufual in all 
fuch mectings, in all meetings for 
promoting a redre{s of grievances, 
or for effecting a good, or averting 
a public evil, to torm committees, 
and tor thole committees to uflociate 
with others, flanding in the fame 
predicament, and interetted in com- 
mon ret tp cting the defired event, 

In the courte of the debate feve- 
ral yentlemen contended, that aflo- 
clauions and delegations were ille- 
eal; but Mr. Dunning, with great 
energy and precifion, fupported this 
great, pi ivilege of the fulject, as 
urictly conformable to the {pirit of 
the confli ition, and not contrarv 
to the letter of the law. He ob- 
ferved, that it had fometimes been 
pretended, that aflociations, com- 
mitiecs of co rre (pondence, delega- 
tions, and petitions to that houte, 
fioned with more than twenty names, 
were contrary to law and the con- 
fiitution. But it was a clear and 
fundamental in the conftitu- 
tion ot this y, that the peo- 
ple had a rig int to peution their re. 
prefent atives NN parinament; anditwas 


i] ; t 
poin 


country 


by no means true, that the number 
of names figned toany fuch petition 
was limited. The act, which was 


pafied in the reign of Charles IT. 
prohibiting, uncer certain penalties, 
any petition to be prefenied to the 
king, or either houie cf parlamenr, 
it figned by more than twenty per- 
fons, for alt ering the religion, or the 
laws, was completely repealed by 
an article in the bill of Rights, 
which was meant to reftore to the 
people that great privilege, which 
the act of Charles was calcuiated to 
abridge, if not to take away. To 
argue 
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14 
argue that the aét of Charles was 
now in force, would be as pucrile 
and abfurd, as to contend that the 
prerogative of the crown ftill_re- 
mained in its full extent, notwith- 
ftanding the declarations in the Bill 
of Rights. If ic were true, that 
the people of this country had a 
right to petition the legiflature, they 
had a right to aflemble together tor 
that purpofe ; and w hile their meet- 
ings were fober, peaceable, and or- 
derly, they were ftrictly legal. As 
to aflociations, committees of cor- 
refpondence, and delegations, their 
innocence, or their criminalty, muit 
depend entirely upon the views with 
which thev were conflituted. ‘There 
could be no legal criminality in them, 
unlefs fome evil intention were 
proved. Aflociations to over-turn 
the conftitution, to refift the execu- 
tion of the laws, or to commit any 
violence, fubverfive of order, go- 
vernment, and domeftic peace, were 
eertainly illegal and highly crimi- 
nal; fuch aflociations ought to be 
refitted by the civil authority, and 
fuppreffed by the intervention of the 
laws. The laws had fufticiently 
armed the executive power againii 
any affociation to overturn the legal 
government ; and the muinitry 
would be traitors if they futlered, 
either by wiltul treachery, or blind 
negligence, fuch an aflociation fo 
far to grow and ftrengthen itfelf, as 
to be able to furround the parlia- 
ment, and with arms and military 
array, to over-awe their proceedings, 
and force them to do what they 
pleafed. But an affociation even 
ot this nature would be legal in cer- 
tain circumttances, If ever a period 
Qhould arrive, when the three 
branches of the legiflature fhould 
unite in a fcheme to deitroy the 
liberties of the people; or if the 
houte of commons, forgetting their 
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origin and their duty, fhould be. 
come the mere creatures and flaves 
of the crown ; it would then be 
no longer illegal for the commonal 
of England to refume their jut 
fare in the legitlature; and the 
means by which they accomplithed 
this, whether it was by aflociations, 
by remonttrances, or by force 
would be not only right, but laud. 
able. It would be an honourable 
imitation of the condu of their 
ancettors, by which the conttitution 
had been wretted from the rapacity 
and from the violence of preroga- 
tive. As to the late public meet. 
inys and affociations in En land, the 
proceedings refpecting them had 
been grave, deliberate, and orderly ; 
the people had met to exercife a 
lawful right, that of petitioning 
their repretentatives in parliament; 
and in doing this, they had obferved 
the moit fteady decorum, and the 
ftri¢tett regard to public tranquillity, 
He concluded with declaring, that 
the houfe ought to ayree to the mo 
tion, as a matter effentially due from 
thein to the alimoit unanimous re- 
quilition of their conftituents. After 
a giebate of confiderable length, fir 
George Savile’s motion was rejected, 
on a divilion, by a majority of 212 
to 135. 

Several claimants having appeared 
to the hereditary dignity and office 
ot lord great chamberlain of Eng- 
land, void by the death of the late 
duke of Ancaiter, their claims were 
folemnly argued before the houfe ot 
peers on the oth of May. The 
opinions of the twelve judges were 
taken on a fubfequent day, and the 
final determination of the houf 
was, ** That the office devolved 00 
lady Willoughby, of Erefby, and 
her fifter, as co-heirs of the late 
duke of Ancafter; that no perfon 


under the degree of a knight we 
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right to exercife the fame ; and that 
2s the inveitirure of the oth e iec- 
longed to the king, fo the right of 
nomin ition ot a deputy muit like 
Wie be in hts mn yetly.” Atrer this 
derermination, Veter Burrel, eta. 
huiband to lady Willoughby, re- 
ceived the honour ot knigh hood, 
and was appointed by the king to 
exccute the office. ‘lhe other 
claima.ts, and whofe chums by 
this de ion were fet atlide, were 
Athol, the pro 
and earl 


the duchefs of 
fent duke of Ancatter, 


Percy. | 
On the roth of the month, the 
miniter having bettowed fome com- 


) 


plimen's on the abilities and affidui- 
ty of the commuiicners tor lating 
the public accoonts, made three 
mot.ons that were grounded on 
their reports. The tirit was, ter 
leave to bring in a bill to prevent 
delays in the payment of the money, 
received by the receivers of the 
land-tax, and tor the better fecur- 
ingthe fame. ! he fecond was, for 
leave to bring ina bill to give fe- 
curity and indemnity to certain ac- 
countants, on the pay vent of the 
balances in their hands into the ex- 
chequer. And the third, for leave 
to bring in a bill to continue and 
enlarge the provifions of an act, 
made in the Latt icflon, tor appoint- 
ing a commillion to examine the 
public accounts, and make their re- 
portto that houfe. Some objections 
were made to thefe motions by co- 
lonel Barre and Mr. Burke; but 
they were all acreed to by the houfe, 
and the bills were afterwards patied 
that were grounded upon them. 

A bill was brought in this feffion 
by Mr. M insfield, the folicitor-ge- 
heral, for preventing certain prota- 
Rattons and abufes of the Lord’s- 
day, commonly called Sunday. 


wrong levelled at Carlifle-houfe, 
781. 
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where was a public proinenade, and 
where 1 was faid that very licens 
tous p. rons retorted, under the 
pretence ot drinkiag tea and coffee ; 
and alo at places where religious 
quethons were adverrifed for public 
difputation on the Sunday evening, 
The tohe tor-g: neral urged in (ups 
port of his bili, tuat the fab ath 
day was much profane., thar houfes 
ot amufement were opened on that 
day, where diorderiy people reforte 
ed, and where the doctrines of re 
ligion were difcufled in a very inde 
cent manner. He read two advere 
tiicments; one, wherein the doctrine 
of the | rity was the fubyect pro- 
pofed tor difputation; ind the other, 
tuc exiitenee, Or non-exiiicnce of 
Purgatory. When the bill came to 
a fecond reading, it was zealoully 
oppofed by Mr. Turner, 

who expretled his appre- May tte. 
henfions of a defign in go- 

vernment to dettroy, by little and Jit- 
tle, the foundations of religious liber- 
ty, and of renewing thofe days ot in- 
tolerance and perfecution, when 
men were not permitted to ferve 
God in their own way. He called 
upon the houfe to be very cautious 
how they endeavoured to abridge 
or annihilate the religious freedom 
enjoyed by the fubjects of this coun- 
try, of meeting together, and exa- 
mining the fouridations of their 
faith. Itwas his opinion, that, inftead 
of prohibiting fuch pious and fober 
difcuflions, the government and le- 
giflature fhould be folicitous to pro- 
mote them. 

Mr. Sawbridge faid, that he con- 
ceived there were laws already in 
being for the prevention of fuch 
diforders as were fuppofed to be at¢ 
tendant on thefe meetings ; and he 
confidered the prefent as an unne- 
ceflary as well as a very alarmin 
expedient, The legiflature mult 

L plied 
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plied penal laws of late with a de- tations of a miniiter, the iniquity of 
ree of blameable rapidity. The whofe meafures might eQuire core 
Retute-book of the prefent day was ruption to fupport them, 


filled with fearcely any thing but Some other gentlemen alfo oh 
s) crimes -acircumilance Ww hich {truck jected to the bi ill, whic} ih Was ¥ 
”° him as het rly unwife, and he teebly fupported in point of argue 


: could not but think it tended to the ment; but it patt d the houfe of 
increafe rather than to the preven- commons, and was trantmitted to 
tion of immorality. the houfe of peers. It was there 

On the third reading of the bill, oppofed by the earl of Abingdon 
it was alfo oppoted by Mr. Martin, and the duke of Manchefter. . The 
member tor ‘Tewkfbury, who ob- latter nobleman obferved, that he 
ferved, that he thought it an in- was an enemy to diflipation and im. 





) ¥ fringement of religious liberty ; and = morality, and had never been at the 
se declared, that though no man had promenade at Carlifle-houfe ; but 
‘4 a more profound veneration for the he coniideved both the places of re. 

*. genuine doctrines of Chriftianity ligious debate, and of Sunday walk 

ert than himfelf, yee he had always ing and drinking tea, as pertectiy 
ia held in detetlauion that idea, that innocent. ‘The bill was defended 
et perfons of the middling and inferior by the bifhop of Chetter; and it 
Jat ranks fhould be excluded from the having been intimated, that it fe 
+ # privile ge of fearching into and exa- voured of Popifh perfecution, his 
‘i mining the doctrines of religion, It lordfhip remarked, that it was only 
43 appeared to him, that it was one of meant to — that irreligion 


4 the prime exccllencics of the Chrif- which our Proteftant anceftors ab. 
+ | tian religion, that its doctrines were horred, but the laws to effect which 
: 
q 





: as eminent for their plainnefs and were found inadequate to the pur 

+ a fimphicity, as they were for their pofe. Inftcad of having any thing 

- bi ; purity and fublimity. With refpeét in it of Popith perfecution, the bil 

an to the Sunday evening’s amufements was levelled at Popifh customs: for 
ey + 


that were objected to, he was much in France, and in other countries 
inclined to believe, that they rather where the fame religion prevailed, 
prevented mifchief than were the from the principles of that religion 
caufe of it, Itwas much better that plays, operas, and other paftimes 
nen fhould be engaged in religious were "tolerated on the Lord’s day. 
dif{putations, thoiy h they might be But the Prorettant religion, founded 
ablurdly omael ted, than in many on the Proteitant conilitution, 

other diverfions, and vicious prac- our clearett rights, did not permit 
tices, Which were permitted in every that profanation, and thereforeevey 
part of the town. Even the ga- law to ferve that purpofe muft be 





| 

ming houfes, which were eftablithed truly conftitutional. His lordihip 

in the netehbourhood of Sr. James’s, alfo obferv ed, that the places 

were a much more proper fubject of public debate were fupported ry : 
. parhamentary interterence. Thote for the purpofe of promoting t 
‘ ad houfes were the bane and defiruc- gion, but for the pecuniary n 
me f tion of our young nobility and tage of the proprietors; an 0 
be pentry, by render ing them firft ne- the people who fpoke there wert h 
; . ccfiitous, and atterwards fubjecting paid a weekly ftipend, for the pe N 
+4 oO 






them, in confequence, to the temp- pede of drawing others to the 
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the fubject; and it was thought, 
that while houfes of the moit licen- 
tious nature were permitted to be 
open on the Sunday, without any 
effectual oppotition irom the ma- 
giftrates, it was fearcely worth while 
tor the legillature to trame a penal 
ftatute, in order to prevent men 
from difputing, however abfurdly, 
on rcligious fubjects. 


The bill paffed both houfes, and re- 
ceived the royal aflent: but it did 
neet with much appl iufe among 


not! 
judicious, and en- 


the mott lincere, 
lighten sed friends to the real intereits 


ot 1 ligt m. It was con lidered by 
many as little better than an auk- 


ward affectation of religion in the 
it was teared, 


romoters ot the bill; 
that it might le: ad to fome other 1m- 
proper rejtraint ts on the liberty ot 








C HA P. XLV. 
¢ Houfe of Com pre ona MM oti on of Mr. Burke, prep to the 
fen! of the Lali itants of St. de ‘uftatius 9 afte) the Capture of 
Debare ona Motion of f Mr. Minchin, relative to the Britilh 
Seamen coyfined in the Spani/b Prifons. Application made to Parliament for 
a Rens wal of the Bank Charier. Debate on a Motion made by Mr. Fox, 
he Houfe fhould refolve itfelf into a Committee, to confid r of the Ame- 
vican War. The Motion rejedicd. A new Marriage Bill, brought in by 
Mr. Fo. 9 throven out in the Houfe of Peers. Grant of an annual Sum to 
the Univer fitics of Oxfi rd and Camb; idge, to be paid out of the Produce of 
anew Duty on Almanacks. Petitions to both Houfes from the American 
Prifoners. Speee h from the Throne. The Parliament prorogueds 


le ha i¢ 


that t 


HE extreme rigour with there fhould be laid before that 


which the inhabitants of 


St. Eultatius had been treated, af- 
ter the capture of that ifland, and 
eae the feizure of their pri- 
> property, as it was feverely 

rs very juitly cenfured by many, 
it particularly excited the indig- 
nation of Mr. Burke, who is as 
much diftinguifhed by the huma.- 
hity of his difpofition, as by the 
brilliancy of his genius. Accord- 
ingly, he endeavoured to make this 
tranfaction a fubjeét of parliamen- 
tary animadverfion, and therefore 
Moved, in the houfe of commons, 
on the 14th of May, * That an 
“wd addrefs be prefented to his 
: yy that he would be graci- 
outly pleafed to give directions, that 


houle, copies of all proclamations, 
memorials, orders, and inftructions, 
and of all official correfpondence 
trom and to any ot his Majeity’ $ 
minifters, relative to the difpofition 
of the property belonging to the 
States-general, and to ‘individuals, 
inhabiting or interefted in the 
places or territories taken from the 
faid States-general in the Wett 
Indies.” In the fpeech by which 
he introduced this motion, h¢ 
painted in very ftrong colours the 
cruelty which had been exercifed 
towards the inhabitants of St. Eu- 
ftatius. He mentioned a variety of 
facts in fupport of his reprefenta- 
tion ; and entered largely into the 


inv eftigation of that right which a 
2 conqueror 
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conqueror attains to the property of 
the vanquilhed by the law of na- 
tions: he proved, that the law ot 
nations had been grofsly violated in 
this inflance ; and declared, that it 
the facts had not been atcertained 
beyond a pofibility of doubt, he 
fhould not have believed that fuch 
afts could have been perpetrated by 
Britifl: foldiers. He obferved, that 
we ought not, by initituting a 
{cheme of inhuman plunder, and 
unjuit oppreflion, to make more 
enemies, or t» incentfe and provoke 
thofe with whom we were already 
involved. It could not be tuppofed, 
that other powers would ftand un- 
concerned {pectators of the renova- 
tion of that fyftem of havock, which 
it had been the pride of civilized 
Europe to execrate and explode. 

The motion was feconded by Mr. 
Thomas Staualey, who remarked, 
that the tranfactions of the fleet and 
army, at the ifland of St. Euttarius, 
vere io truly impolite and diferace- 
ful, that they required the mott fe- 
vere reprehention trom every man, 
who paid any regard ether to the 
feclings of human nature, or to the 
character ot Englifimen. ‘he mo- 
tion Was oppoted by lord George 
Germain, lord Nugent, the lord- 
advocate of Scotland, and captain 
John Luttrell; and it was ob- 
ferved, that it would be highly im- 
proper for parliament to invettigate 
the tranfactions at St. Euttatius, at 
a time when admiral Rodney was 
employed in the fervice of his coun- 
try in another part of the world, 
where he had done the fate preat 
fervice, and could neither be. ap- 
piized of fuch an attack upon his 
c mrduct, be prepared tor his de- 
fence, or be heard in his own jufti- 
fication. After a debate of fome 
len. th, the in) toa Was rejected by 
- gical tihad Orly. 
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On the firft of June, Mr. Minchia 
ftatred to the houte, that he had re. 
ceived inforiation, that there wer 
then more than 3000 Bririh failory 
and toldiers confined in the prifons 
of Spain. It was faid, that they 
were feverely treated, 
numbers ot them had inlitted into 
the tervice of Spain, from the neg. 
lect of their own country, and trom 
defpair ot receivin: 
It was the duty aud the butfinefs of 
the miniftry to fee that this ufeful 
body of men were reftored to their 
country, and relieved from thof 
temptations to which human natur 
was liable in fuch a thaite, He, 
therefore, moved, that * extras 
and copics of all fuch letters and 
negociations, as had taken place ia 
regard to the exchangeof thefe pn: 
foners, might be laid betore the 
In fupport ot the motion, 
Mr. Webb faid, that he alfo had 
been acquainted, that in conte 
quence ot no proper meafures being 
adopted tor the releafe of thefe fee 
men, many of them, in order t 
avoid the hardthips which they fut § 
fered in prifon, had entered into 
the Spanith fervice, and the greate: . 
encouragement had been given ® 
them in confequence ot their fupe- 
rior naval! {kill and dexterity. Los 
North replied, that a cartel for the 
ange of Spanith prifoners ws 
in agitation; but that a clam 
had upon the Spaniards, for 120 
prifoners, had ttood in the way #% 
its being fettled. = 

Mr. Burke faid, that by the & 
eracetul practice which had nov 
taken place in our management 
war, the unhappy fe vere, © 
imprefs, dragged on {hipbost 
contrary to all their prayers a ® 
monitrances ; and yet they s* 
routly torgave the injury, & 
hi the battles of their court 


their liberty, 





amen were, br 






















































































Rut in return for this, when they 
fel] into foreign captivity, they were 

neglected « ind forgotten ; they were 
kit to P rith in a ful try climate; it 


1 deemed tac tious toe nguire 


was cv 
after them, In fhort, they found 
Inthe ac alty only an iron hand 
} (] , 

to opprels, "he no compat hon, nor 
ect them, After 


an\ pint to pret 


{ me fa ‘ther debate, the motion 
was reiected, by a majority of 53 
to 29 ' Mr. A inchin’s motion be- 
ing thus rejected, Mr. Burke moved 
that it fhoulk! be refolved, “ that 
there had been joo: Britith fe amen 


and foldiers (.uiined In the prions 
of Spain ince the mont hot A att 
lait ; and that no {; itistar tory iwtor- 
mation had been eiven to the houfe, 
to few that the neceflary tte) ps had 
been taken the oe 
change.” But this motion was aifo 
rejected, on a divifion, by a fimilar 
majority ° 

‘The houfe went into a committee, 
onthe 6th ot the fame month, on a 
petition trom the governor and com- 
pany of the Bank of En ala nd. ‘Lhe 
miniiter ftated the purport of it to 
be, thar their charter expiring in 
the ve 17d S3 they applied tO pare 
lament for - renewal of it tor 
twenty-one years from that period, 
for which they pr ypofed, as a va- 


to r ocure CN- 


luab le confide ration, to le nd tO GO- 
verament two mnilions tor three 
Years, at three e percent. the interet} 
to be prov ided for by the finking 
fund ; one million to he ifiued 

the isth of November next, and 


One million on the 1ct 


h of February 
following, 


This offer the noble 
ited to be tair and equi" ble, 
both fo : the public and the Bank ; 
and fa d, that he propoted tO a) ply 
the m ne off fo muc h of 


the t, which he contidered 


lord {t: 


Acy to payi | 
ivy del : 
ue The 


propoliton was ftronyly 
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he beit ule that could be made of 





149 


oppofed, as being a bargain very 
ep to the public ; ; but it 
was agreed to by the majority, after 
much debate ; and a bill was pre- 
pared accordingly, aod regularly 
pat d. 

On the 12th of June, a motion 
was made by Mr. Fox, © ‘That the 
houfe fhould retolve itfelt into a 
cominitree, to contider ot the Ame- 
rican war.’ He ureed, as one rea- 

t that time into an 


fon for enterine 
Inquiry on the tubject, that it ap. 


peared, even trom the circumttances 
Which attended our vicbot ver 
the «americans, tiat the final fubjue 


gation of them was lapracticable. 
Ir appeared, 0 late dii patches 
from .\meriea, that thoueh lord 
Cornwallis had do: thing 
he propoted, by pen ating Into 
North Carolina; thoug! be bad 
wen fortunate enough to come up 
with general Greene, had eng vos 
and deteated him, he had not Sonal 
one good confequence refult from 
his fuecefs, not being yo ined by in 

body of Ameti-ans, as he expec ed, 
nor even retaining the niin, upon 
which he had ¢ ynquered, lt was 
therefore manitett, that the war in 
which we were was at 
once impr iticable in its object, and 


every 


engaged 


ruinous in its progrefs. If his moe 
tion for refolvioe the houfe into a 
committee fhould be adopted, he 
meant, ™ faid, to follow it with 


anoracr ction 1, that ii fhould be 
aa. * That his Mar ity’s ini- 
nifters oueht immediately take 
every poflible meature { ry conclud- 
ing peace with our American colo- 
nics.” 

‘Phe motion was fupported, among 


to 


others, P lr. Wilham Pier, fon 
to the late earl of Chatham. He 
e oe himfe lf in the moft indig- 
nant terms of the cruelty and wick- 
ednefs of the American war, It 

L 3 was 
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was conceived, he faid, in injuftiece ; 
it was nurtured and broveht torth 
in folly ; it: to it: ps wee mark d 
with blood, taughrer, perfecution, 
and devaitauon In fhort, every 
thing which went to conilitute mo 

ral depravi y d human turpitude 
were to be found in it. [twas preg- 
nant with mifchiet of every kind, 
while it medicated dettruction to the 
miterable pe ple who were the de- 
voted objects ot the black refent- 
ments which produc d ir. The 
miichiets, however, recoiled on the 
unhappy pe yple of this country, 
who were made the nitruoments to 
effect the weked purpotes of its 
authors. ‘The nation «as drained of 
its beit blood, and of 15 veal re- 
fources of men and money. The 
expence of if was eno: mous, much 
beyond any formere “tb rons Cy ind 
for which nothing was ived in 
return but a ferries of nefieétive vice 
tories, Or fevere defeats; victories 
only celebrated with temporary tri- 
umph over our brethre: ° ttruggling 
in the holv caule of hberty ; o1 
defeats. wiih tilled the land with 
mournmneterthe lots of dear and 
valuable reiations, tlin in the im- 
pious caule of enforcing unconditi- 
onal fulbmition. 


Mr. Pratt, fon to lord Camden, 
made his firit effay in parliamentary 
Hagwence ‘in this debate. In a 
fpeech, delivered with creat models 


and diffid ence, he fupported the mo- 
tion, and exprefled his tull conviétt- 
on of the pernicious tendency of 
the American war, and of the ut- 
ter impracticability of fucce: ding in 
Our a iquitous cftorts to fubjugate 


the inhabitants of the colonie:. 


The paymaticr of the forces op- 
pofed the mot: bat 9 lared, that 
Do man difliked ° ntinuance of 


the American war more than he did. 
He Jamented it as a citizen ; he dif- 
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approved of it as a fenator ; and 
in his official capacity, feveral p 
ters came to his knowle dge, which 

conyinced him that it was attended 
wit an enormous and ru nows ex. 
ponee : vg however d difa ‘reeable or 
dettructive it Was, OF might prore, 
he call not perceive how the pre- 
fent’ motion would tend to pr. 
move tacevil. War, upon a gene. 
ral ground, was a national evi] gt 
all times, and inal! potlile fituations, 
Phe Amercan war wis peculiarly 
f., for many obvious reafons ; and 
tee nunerous and powerfil ene. 
mics, Which bad combined againg 
us, rendered it extremely alarm 


. i 


liu het it was” neceffary tha 


we fhould continue to detend? our. 


felves, and to protect our donini 
ons, A feparate peace with America, 
he faid, was now impr icticable, 
Such wis the ftate of things, thatit 
was impothble to difcriminate Ame 
rica trom the rett of our public 
enemies, orto draw a line between 
her and France, Spiin, of Holland, 
particularly France. He conrended, 
that they were embarked upon the 
fame bottom, and mutt rife or fall 
tog gethe r. America was nowa pubs 
lic and avowed enemy to all intents 

and pur po! es. ‘T re was no pollibr 
lity of qualitying or feparatin g thei if 
claims or intereits from thofe with 
whom fhe was combined. At al 

events, we ought not to avow tf 
the world, that we looked upon 
ourfelves to be no longer i acon 
dition to prot fecute the war ® ith anv 

hopes of fuccefs, becau'e this would 
prevent our obtai ning an advan 
tazeous peace. In the courte of his 
fpeee! h, Mr. Righy paid fome hand- 
fome cx ynph ment; to Mr. Fox, and 
declared, that, from the orearnel 
of his talents, he confic tered him a 
an honour to his country. Afters 
long debate, which we {hall not ¢ 


er 
ad 


ANE. Sonreteateinn sae 
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ter into more particularly, becaufe 
the arguments for and againtt the 
American war have been fo fre- 
quently repeated, the motion was 
scected, by a majority of 172 to 9g. 
“A bill was brought in this feffion 
by lord Beauchamp, for rendering 
yalid marriages folemnized in cer- 
tain churches and public cha- 
xls, in which banns had not ufual- 
f been publithed before, or at the 
time of paling the marriage aét ; 
and another marriage bill was af- 
terwards brought in by Mr. Fox. 
This occafioned contiderable debates 
in both houfes, in Which much was 
fiid of the pernicious tendency of 
the marriage act. By Mr. Fox’s 
bill, the necetlity of publifhing 
banns, or having a licence, was 
taken away, when the parties were 
arrived at the age of cighteen in the 
male fex, and fixteen in the temale ; 
and no marriage was to be declared 
null, inorby any fuit at law, after 
the parties had cohabited together as 
man and wife for one year. The 
bill paffed the houfe of commons, 
but wasthrown out by the lords. 

A bill having paffed the houfe of 
commons, for granting an additi- 
onal duty upon almanacks, and for 
allowing the fum of five hundred 
pounds out of the faid duty to each 
of the two univerfities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, in lieu of the fame 
fum of which they had been de- 
prived by alate determination of the 
courts of law, this grant to the uni- 
verfities was oppofed by the chan- 
cellor, when the bill 
came into the houfe of 
peers ; and fome of the 
arguments ufed by his lordfhip on 
Mus occation were thoucht, at leatt 
yY men of letters without doors, to 
extraordinary. He ob- 


June 20. 


¢ rather 


erved, that he knew of no juft mo- 
‘“e OF pretext for wantonly laviih- 


f 
‘ 
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1st 


ing fo confiderable a part of a pub. 
lic tax upon the two univerfities. It 
had been alleged, indeed, that it 
hadenabled them to print valuable 
manufcripts, and evidence to prove 
this had been brought to their lord- 
fhip’s bar. But was it, he afked, 
of any material benefit to the public, 
that the univerfiry of Oxtord fhould 
employtheir moneyin printing books, 
which but very few perfons would 
purchafe ? What utility was there 
in printing either Perfian or Coptic 
manuferipts, or many other curious 
trifles? “They muit be much more 
elevated in their learned  purfuits 
than he affected to be, who could be 
either pleafed with or comprehend 
them. When he was at the univer- 
fity, he endeavoured to acquire that 
fpecies of learning, which promifed 
to be moft ufetul to him in his in- 
tended purfuits of lite, or other- 
wife he fhould have thought that he 
had fpent his time there very un- 
profitably. He never troubled him- 
felf about Perfian or Coptic, but 
confined his attention to that kind 
of ftudy, which was likely to make 
him underttood, and to enable him 
to underttand He was of 
opinion, that neither of the uni- 
verfities had any claim to the fums 
propofed to be granted them ; but 
of the two, he faid, Cambridge had 
the mott merit : becaufe that uni- 
verfity, as appeared by the evi- 
dence, had wifely avoided printing 
any books but thofe which, from 
the fale, would reimburfe their exe 
penees. It was thought ttrange, 
that this learned chancellor fhould 
imMacine, that it Was more m«¢ ritori- 
ous in either of the univerlities, to 
publith fuch books as common book- 
fellers would be induced to print, 
from a regard to their own emolue 
ment, rather than thofe which 
might extend our acquaintance with 

L 4 oriental 


others. 
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oriental literature, and enlarge the 
boundaries ot know ledge. lr there 
be any bo ks. which inould be our- 
ticularly publived by a learned unt- 
verfity, thofe are undoubt enti- 
thed to a pr ference, which tend to 
enlarge hnowledge ot! wwieng 
or on ntal licrature, but the fale 
ot which would n turally be too 
limited aetray ordinary ceXx- 
pences No with- 


aly 


Guy 


1 tiie 


ot publi “ation. 


fiandineg the objc ons ot the chan- 
cellor, the bili wa pulleuys wid fre 
ceived t..c royal a ent. 

A wotion was mde, the fame 


day, inthe houfe of commons, by 
the miniiter, that a fum net ex 
ceeding one mijlion fhouid be Maltt- 
ed to bis macth, tol | purpa.e 
of providing for any untorsicen 
continvencics that might increafe 
the extivosdinarics of the army 
during the fummer rec (fs, foch ‘um 
to be raited by exchequer bis, 


charged, or chargeable, an the firtt 


tupply to be ral ed next fethon t 


pardament. Phe motion was ay.ced 
to, after a thort deb ite. 
A peuen was prefented to the 


houle, the fame diy, by Mr. Pox, 
from «he Amer can pra ners in 
Mii! » if on, Piymouth ; ictthing 
forth, Chat they were treated with 
Bets humanity than th French and 


That 
lithed in this 


by rau 


thourvh, 


. { 
Spantar 9 


they had no agent ¢) 


country tor thei pri wechon, thes 
weie entitled fo expeeteven a larcer 
fare of indulgence than others ; 
t*hat they had nota fothecent allow 
ance of bee: and were very fcan- 
tily furnithed wath coreg. A 


fiivalar petution agree ‘ddto the 


houte ot peers ‘ t| 1 uae at Ric h 


mond ; and thy yr tit Ons Occulion 
ed COnnaC!l ab) ~ debate 1) by thy 
houfes. Several motions were 


but 
by thye lords and 4 i- 


grounded on thei 
thafe propoicd 


}’ t'trons ® 
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tlemen in oppoli: ion were de 
ned io the ne 


termi, 


others to 
exculpaie the someramens in this 


itive, ane 


bulinets Were tCclio yky cd in t! le ittirma. 
tive. It appeares, upon inquiry, 
ti 1\ the Amerk An ~! iui rs Wwe ‘re bs 


lowed halt a pouns of bread |e s per 
day than Frenchor > pa: ih prig ners; 
but the petition, ot the 
pr rluced ho alterati n in ne 
vour, and the conduct of adin ny 
fliat.on on this OCTCcalon wase jUo ly 
UN pot ¢ and allt l. The ucditi. 
Ooul adowanee, w folicited 
+, could be 

LOVE rnment, or 
and de Was certuialy 
unWile, by treat ng Ame lean pris 


Ainericans 


“hick Wile 
on benait of the prifone 
teithea 
tO the na 


1)? O {fC 


qo) b 


{one's war hao thote of France or 
Opals, to nerede that far anime 
iy whih had unbapp iy taken 
pl mr be tween the mother ne 
ind the colontes, and thi at a 
perlawhen ¢ e fu J tea to vat th 
latter Was Dbecoine to hop le! 


"To wards the cote of by feffion, 
a cucumiance h ppe ed, which 


was fomewhat of a ti cular nature. 


Ina bly called the Choe lave and 
Cocoa ill, and which included fe 
Vera: othe Oo} Cis, it ha been pro- 


vided, thar all yu f ments ot the 
commilhoners of exetie, or juihees 
ot th peace within then refpective 
jurdicthions, with recard to offences 
corm tied aly atnil the bill, thould 
be as final and conelitive, to all in 
tents and parpotes wh arto ver, as 
any Judgement tor the condem: atl mn 


ot any oods, or Ci 
tects, g 


ol exe h 


commo nes, ¢ 
his mayetty’s court 
aud that fuch udge 

niniflioners Of ex 
eile, ind juthees ot peace ref 


wen un 


quel 
ments at the cor 


| 
rhe 


pe tively , fl ould be lable to appealy 
in thofe eafes only where an appeal 
was allowed bv any act or acts 
of parliament. Petitions bet g pre 
fented aguinit thefe clauies, it wat 


agreed, 





FOREIGN 


afier the he ring of coun- 
t they fhould be left out, in 


— 
BCTLN ws 
{ci, + oh a ; : ' 
order that the force and effect of 
the judgment: of commiffioners of 
exe! “and 4 uttices of the pe: ACE, 


misht be tric: | and determined 1 ha 
due courte ot law. However, not- 
withanding this agreement, the 
otieniive claules were retained in 
the bill, and in that form it pafled 
throuvh both houfes, and received 
the 1 val aflent. When the matter 
came to be known, it excited no 
fmall d yree ot {pec ilation ; and 
doubts were entertained, whether 
1! retaining of the clautes com- 
planed of was owing to acedent, 
or whether it was the refult of ‘ome 
fecret treachery. In general, it 
Wad UpUd ritood to be mere ly al mif- 
take; a new aft became necefliry 
to be pa ed, in order to repeal the 
two cautes; and itis faid, that the 
lord chancellor was very inftru- 
meatal in detecting and rectify ng 
the error. 

The effion was clofed, on the 
Sth of July, | OV a {} eech trom the 
throne, ta which his maj iy de 
clared to both hout Be th { althoug rh 
the bufinefs of the feflion had re- 
quived a longer attendance than 
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mieht have been confiftent with 
their prin ate convenience, he was 
yet periuad ed, that they looked 
back with {i tistaction on the ame 
they had ei plo, yved ina taithtul dif 
ch: irge ot their di ity to their coun- 
try, in the prefent arduous and cri- 
tical ftaie of public afluirs. lhe 
zeal and or he faid, which 
they had thewo for the honour of 
his crown, their firm and fieady 
oppor of a jutt caufe, and the 
great efforts which they had made 
i enable him to furmount all the 
d ficulties ot this complicated war, 
mutt co on ce the world, that the 
ancient {piri of the Bridth nation 
was not abued or diminifhed. His 
mayetiy added, thar peace was the 
e rnett with of his heart; but he 
had too firm a re iance on the {pirit 
and re'ources of the navon, the 
poweiiulathitance ot his parhament, 
and the protection of a jut and 
orenrenag Providence, to uccept it 
Upon any vther terms or conditi ONS, 
than r* has might confitt with the 
hosour and dignity of his crown, 
and ihe permanent interelt and fecue 
rity Of his people. The parliament 
was then prot me to the 13th of 
septembei tollowing iM 
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Affa: rs of Trelan d. Perpetual Mutiny-B ‘hl paffed im” 


ticns to that Bill. Efforts of the 


j , . . 
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N the courfe of the year 1780, 
} the people of Ireland having ob- 
tained, in confequence ot their own 
fpirited exertions, an 1 with the con- 
currence ot the itith ay ment, 

a free and unrettrained trade, began 
“Mo to aim at fome ghee con- 
ftitutional retormations. Burt thefe 
appeared to be much more the de- 


fire of the people at large, than ot 


the majority of the Irth parli: iment, 
who had been brought to fome ac- 
quiefcence in the views and meas. 
dures of adminittration, by the fame 
means which were often found fue- 
ec{fstul in Eneland. In con lequence 
of this tr x table dip ofition, at the 
very period when the fpirit of the 
mation was hich, ; ind when the peo- 
ple were loudiy contending for an 
augmentation of their iil crties, the 
Inih parliament patled a perpetual 
moutiny-bill tor the reou ation of 
their army, eo that of ingland 
h: ul alweys been cautioufly Pp afled 
Only trom vear to year. lt is pro- 
bable, that a cat part of the Lith 
mation did not at firtt perceiv: the 
pernicious tendency of this bill: 
but after mt was p fed, fome of 
their molt zealous patriots, and pars 
ticularly Mr. Grattan, took creat 


pitiis iO Cobsyinec the bahion at large 


. , , : 
ft’ ope cvuritles to the lemperor, co, we F 


Pp. XV. 





it Ki ingdom. Obie 


| lrifh Nation to ebtai n conflitational Re 
formations. France. M. Necker lays before the French K 
the Finances of that Kingdom. The & 
KFexer: fe of Reiseton to the ProteRan 


a Slate or 
ap or of Germany crants the free 
r , . 7 ) ; Py vr ‘ 
Lid} ans D. L4H Se Adopts 
Nur r Vio: ous Houji 
- ~ ac M/S. The 


, , 

is of / fs 4a Proceca vi 'y and propofe 
9 j 

Emp mS Re; , Ve He declares Oftend 


a iN eur al [Ve Lit ternal Comms 
— "CME Nf oO] i? c Dog ce? -Bank, bee 
under (be Come / ‘ ft V ice- Admiral 


of the dangerous and_ unconftity 
tional nature of that act. That gen- 
tleman obterved, that ftanding ar 
mies, In time of peace, were againit 
the principles of the conthitution, 
and the fatety of public liberty ; 
that they h: id fubverted the free» 
dom of all nations, excepting in 
thofe initances where their numbers 
were fmall, or the power of the fo 
vereign over fuch an initrument, l- 
mited 3 In qui ality or duration ; for it 
was in vain to fet bounds to the 
authority of the chief magiftrate, 
in other matters, by the “general 
tendency of law, if a fpecific {ha 
tute or ordinance fhould give hima 
perpetual and irrefiftible force. As 
the army itfelf was dangerous, fo 
alfo was that code of law by which 
fuch an eftabliflment was regulated 
and accommodated. The mutiny 
bill, or martial law methodized, was 
not only different trom, but directly 
oppotite to the common law of the 
land ; it fet afide her trial by jus 
departed from her pi inciples ‘of evi- 
dence, declined her ordinary tridu- 
nals of juttice, and in their place 
eftablithed a fummary proceeding, 
arbitrary crimes, arbitrary punili 
ments, a fecret fentence, anda fud- 
den execution. The object of ths 
. code 
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code w as to bring thofe who were 
reach d by it to a ftate of implicit 
fybordination, and to creaic in their 
jove! sreign an abfolute authority. It 
fursithed a perfect image of arbi- 
trars pow er. Accordingly, the peo- 
Je ot England, trom a laudable 
loufly on all fubjyects which re- 
wei to libert Vs hi: ad exceeded, on 
the fubject of the army, the ir ulual 
caution : they hs ud, in the preamble 
of their annual mutiny-bill, claimed 
their birth right ; they recited that 
sart of the Declar ation of Right, 
‘ That ttanding armies, and mar- 
bial | law in peace, without the con- 
fent of parliament, are illegal ;” 
and having ttated the fi mplicity and 
purity of their ancient conftitution, 
and fet forth 
Maena Charta, they admitted a 
partial and temporary repeal of it: 
they admitted an army and a law 
for its regul but they hmited 
the number of the tormer, and the 
duration of both, confining all, 
the troops themielves, the iaw that 
regulat d, and the power that com- 
mancedthem, to one year. ‘Thus 
was the army of England rendered 
ihamentary army, and the con- 
tional a cendancy of the tubject 
the foldier preferved ; the mi- 
tectually fub- 
to the civil maviftrate, be- 
} , 1° 
vuepenocnt on pariament 5 
government ot the {word 
d in its exercife, be- 
auce limited in its duration, and 
king entrutted with the 
mand of the army 


hav our only > 
i" 


athlon, 


,i8 renadc red ¢ 


Was controle 


g come 
during good be- 
And yet the people 
land had hitherto ve ry wilely 
ntider ase the army. thus limited, 
thus dependent, thus qualife “d, and 
fhe whe d, as a ne ceflary evil; and 
Wo! even admit of barracks, 
leit the foldier fhould be fill more 


alienated from the {tate of a fubject, 
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ld not 


a great principle of 
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55 
and thus alicnated and armed have 
a pott of ftrengtn, and the danger- 
ous nature ot his condition be ag 
gravated by firuations When the 
parliament of | lto 
regulate the army, they ought thete- 
tore to have ado Aer the maxims of 
the Britith contteution, as much as 
the rules of Brituth difcipline. Bur 
they had totally departed from the 
example and the max, ms ot Eng- 
land : : they had done { ’ in the moitt 
important concern, the government 
of the {word ; and in their — 
bill, they had omitte d the preamble 
which declared the great charter of 
ial erly they had left the number of 
forces in the breatt of the king r, and 
under thee circumitances they had 
made the bill perpetual. 
in confequence of the ardour b 
which che inh nation was saan 4 
to obtain fome conttitutional refor- 
mation, in the courfe of the year 
1781, in var us county meetings, 
and mectings of their armed affocia- 
tions, the nee ot the Britith 
parlis ment was denied in public re- 
folutions. ‘Tey al nftrue - their 
reprefentatives to exert their utmoft 
tor the promotion of every 
meafure that might tend to eflablith 
th independ nee and exclufive com- 
petency ot the r own legiflature ; to 
labour to reftore to the lords and 
commons of Ireland their ancient 
right ot legiflation, by a final ex- 
tinction of the uncontiiurional pow- 
ers of the privy council, as lutro- 
duced by the law of Poynings ; to 
give their {trenuous fupp: ri to an 
Habe as Corpus act; to provide tor 
the impartis il adminiftration of juf- 
tice, by fecuring the independ- 
ence of the judges; to abolifh all 
fuch places and pe nfions as neither 
rewarded public virtue, nor pro- 
moted public fervice ; and to ufe 


their betl endeavours to obtain a li- 
mited 


cland pr 
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mited mutiny bill, intflead of the 
prefent. The zeal and astiv! iV with 
which their aflociations continued 
to arm and exerciie themfelves, 
evinced alfo then determination to 
aflert their rights, and to entorce 
their claims, it at fliould be necef 


farv, bv 


a ano 5 UP rprate ut 

{lh ri ot be dilre¢ race 

In the month of Jai rv, 1701, 
Vi rat, Necncr, ‘ Lé i] ( 
the finances, laid betore | n 
France, and coufed to b pra | 
the public infpection, a ttate of 
finance to chacoki n bia the 
memorial which be adarelied 
Fre ici monaren on thi oceoiOn, 
Moof. Necker obferved, that he 
had been ind iced to render to hi 
Majpery A puoi c account of the fuce 


and ot the 
tual tlate of the French finances, by 
the contideration, that the opeanets 
and the authenticity of fuch 
count might tend gre itly to promote 
the welfare of his ma ietty’s attairs 
Such a ttatement of accounts mi rhe 
alfo put every pert fon who was con. 
cerned in his majett y’s councils, in 
to fiudy and to attend to 
Prsene aitp 
tant in itfel it, 


OUTS, iC- 


ce's ot Ins lal 


aon ac 


a ficuatt 
the flate of the ecies 
ot ki imp 
and having either connection with, 
or relation to all dclibcrations of 
moment. He took notice, that a 
principal caufe ot the creat credit of 
England was, public notoriety 
to which the fate of finances 
was fubmitted : this Was 
every Veal prefe ented to parliament, 
and atierwat - printed ; and the 
. being thus regular- 

red with the pre por- 
heen the 1 ‘COLTS 
awements, were n ‘oaks 
Cau teats by t! {uf- 
and tear , Which were th 
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Lite 
het 


account 


MmonNnev-lene 
Iv made ac - at 


ole chin ical 
py rons 
in! ep ar, ible 


dip ruited LU ndudt. 


mitants of a more 


but in b rai ~9 


CONG 





SH AND 
the ftate of the finances had Conftaas 
ly been made a matter of myfte 

or, if it was fometimes ipoken ot, 
it was in the preambles of edicts, 
and always at the moment wheg 
there wos oceation to borrow.  Byp 
cM the pub. 
hie contidence lolid ba. 
fis. The luch a king. 
dom as Franc alWavs, at hig 


reat wnomentto tix 


as of 
upon ad More 
LOVCLTOCITN 

i 


7 bP bee oa 
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pleafure, maintain the balance be 
tween | PuIbary CAPCHees and rt. 
venues. | he diminution of the for. 
mer, cver feconded by tl . public 
With. was in hi s oWn hands; and, 
wien circumifances required it, the 


tion of the IM pols Was 
power, But the 
moit dan rerous, aS well as the moft 
was that of 
temperary aids in a blind 
confidence, and ceneacu g for loans, 
without having, eithcr by an aug 
mentation of the revenue, or bya 
retre nchme nt oie ype Hees, provided 
tor the interetis. Such an admini- 
{tration as leduced, by rocraltinat. 
ing the moment ot embarraflient, 
only increafed the evil, aud made 
farther advances in undermining 
the precipice ; whilit a different cone 
duct, more fimple, and more liberal, 
would muluply the refources of the 
fovereign, and perp: tually reftrain 
him from every {pecies of injuftice, 
M. Necker divided his account of 
the French finances mto three parts; 
the firft concerning the actual fate 
of the finances, and all the opera. 
tions Which related to the royal 
treafury, and to public credit; the 
fecond was intended to unfold the 
operations which had united impor 


uniuit of all refourees, 


taunt meafures of aeconomy with 
great advantages in government; 
and in the third, he gave an a 


count of tome di ifp iene and regue 
lations which had late ly taken place, 


and which had for their object the 
gene 
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the people, and 
At the 
the French 
Necker exprefles 
following terms : 
e has been devoted, 


— welfare of 
e pro perity ot the itate. 


addrefs to 
monarch, Mr. 
himielt in the 
‘. NJ Wi hel i< t! 
without interm if im. to ms 


wil 


clofe ot his : 


CXC le 
¢ important functions which 
Ieee to mv 


cife ot th 
your mayelly bas 
cares I have neither 
reput. ition, nor to pow r, and | 
have dildained the tr appines of va- 
I have renounced even the 
fatistaction, that of 
obt: uning the 


faci ificed to 


nitv. 
a arett private 
{ rving iy triends, a) 
gratitude of hofe who furr und me. 
Jt any pe rion owes to my fingle ta- 
vour, cith penhion, a place, or 
an employ ment, let h im be named. 

l have had no other object than my 
duty, and the hopes of meriting the 
approbation of a mafter, new to 
me; but my devotion and zeal for 
his fervice {hall not be exceeded by 
any of his fubjects ; and I alto 
avow, that I have proudly relied on 
the public approbation, of which 
wicked men have endeavoured to 
defpoil me; but in fpite of their ef- 
forts, juflice and truth will pre- 
vail.” 

In the third part of this piece, M. 
Necker exprefles very flrongly his 
egret, that, in confequence of the 
commencement of the war, the in- 
troduction of reformations, and the 
promotion of aconomy, had not 
been productive of all thofe benefi- 
cial effects to the peop ‘le ’ which they 
m ight have received trom them, it 
Peace h idbeen continued. Had nowar 
broken out, many of the burthens 
might have been lightened, their 
taxcs might have been reduced, the 
national debt leflened, canals open- 
ed, trade promoted wand extend led, 
hew and ufeful e ee bhithments found- 
ed in the kingdom, and various 
Bleflings cme meal to the na- 
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tion. On this fubject he exprefles 
himfelr with the wifdom of a itaref- 
man, and exhibits the benevolent 


and enlarged views of a philotopher : 
he expreiles hintelt in a manner 
that greaily interetis us in his favours 
and which natural ly leads us to con- 
clude, that the oppofition he has 
met with in Franec, has been tie 
refult of the inwivues of the felfi ih, 
the venal, and the amibitrous ; or 
thofe who had objects in view very 
different trom the welfare of their 
Among tuch men a_vir- 
incorrupt minitter will 
ever meet with enemies, who will 
endeavour to thwart his fchemes, 
wnd to milreprefent his. detigns ; 
and all thofe who are tond of the 
Vain trappings of a court, will na- 
turally employ their efforts for the 
fame purpofe. 

Some expe 


COUDUTV. 


tuous and 


Stations were this year 
formed in ; neland, that the cmpe- 
ror ef Germany would declare in 
favour of ped Britain, that he 
would enter into an alliance with at, 
and make fuch a diveriion on the 
continent, as muit compel the houte 
of Bourbon, as well as the States of 
Holland, to enter into a treaty of 
peace. Thele expectations appear 
to have been totally groundlefs ; the 
emperor fcems to have had ve ry lil- 
ferent vicws, and to have been de- 
hirous of promoting the interetls of 
his fubjects, not by the arts of war, 
but by the peace, and by 
communicatine to them the advan- 
tages of religious toleration. He 
iflued letters patent, granting the 
free exercile of their religion to the 
Proteftante all over the Auftrian do- 
minions: by a public edict he de- 
clared, that a'l relicious houfes, 
monasteries, and hnvycnts, in the 
Auttiav Netherlands, weve exempt 
from all foreign ecclefiaflical juril- 
diction ; and other regulations were 


adopted, 


arts of 
































































































































































5 
adopted, calculated to reduce the 
number of religious houfes, and to 
difcountenance all monaflic inftitu- 
tions. Thefe proceedings of the 
emperor naturally gave great alarm 
to the papal fee. Accordingly the 
pope, Pius Vi. towards the clofe of 
the year, remonitrate d agarott thefe 
mealures ot the cmiperor, though in 
terms ¢xpret ive of great regard : he 
reminded him that pope Bencaitt 
XLV. had been his god-father ; he 
befought him not to tirip the apoito- 
te fee ot any of thole rights which 
it had enjoyed from the remoteft 
times: and acquiunted him, that 
notwithilanding bis advanced age, 
he would fpeedily make a journ Ly to 
Vierpna, in order to converte with 
him, in an amicable manner, con- 
cerning fome late Innovations in re- 
livion which he had made, and to 
endeavour to prevail with him not 
to invade the rights of the church, 
or to diminith the pontifical parero- 
eatives. ‘The emperor foors after 
returned an anfwer, alluring his ho- 
linefs, with great gravity, that his 
heart was truly ca: helicand apololic, 
and that he was filled with the ut- 
mott refpect and deterer,ce towards 
the fovereign pontiff, Burt as to the 
late reeulations which he had effab- 
lithed, the \ had been mac le with due 
confideration, and with god advice; 
and they were itrictly ¢ ontormable 
to equity, reafon, humanity, and 
religion. It his holine:fs though 
proper focome t » Vienna, he would 
certainly be received witch al! the re- 
fpect and attention whi ch were due 
to his exalted thation. Bure if his 
delign of coming thith e* related to 
thote r gulations concer ning reli¢ion 
about which the emreror had 
ready decided, his hol’ "nefs’s jdurney 
was en ely fuperiluc us. His impe- 
rial m conclude @ with folicit- 
ing the molt holy igher, that he 
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would be pleafed to favour him with 
his apottolical benediction, 

On the mith of June, 1781, the 
emperor, who was then at Ofe 
ifiued a placart, by which he de. 
clared that town to be a free port ; 
and three days after he had an Inter. 
view with the Duke ot Gloucetter 
at Bruges. He alfo eftablithed fome 
regulations concerning internal nae 
vigation in the Netherlands; and, 
on the goth of October, this year, 
acecded to the armed neutrality, 

The republic ot Geneva, which 
had long enjoyed a great degree of 
tranquility and happinefs, was now 
unfortunately much involved in ¢: 
vil difcord, in confequence ot very 
violent difputes which had taken place 
between two parties of the inhabit. 
ants, the pring iples ot one of which 
were aritloc ratical, and ot the other 
democratical. Some of the magi- 
firates, and leading men of the re 
public, appeared much inclined to 
incroach upon the liberties of the 
common people, who on their part 
evinced a determined refolution t 
oppote every attempt of this kind, 
Thefe difputes occafioned fome in- 
terference of the cantons of Zurich 
and Bern, as well as ot the court of 
France ; but this interpofition only 
increafed the domeftic troubles ot 
the republic. It was the ariffocra- 
tic party that appears to have been 
moit favoured by the court of 
France. In the courte of this year 
a letter was fent to the magnificoes 
of Geneva, by M. de Vergennes, 
in the name of the king of Franet, 
exprefling his diflatisfaction that the 
cantons of Zurich and Bern were 
not difpofed to concur with him m 
fentiment, either on the neceflity 
of a fpeedy pacification, or the means 
of procuring it. His majefly, there 
fore, declared, that he fhould leave 
to the cantons of Zurich and wn 
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che care of reftoring peace to the 
republic of Geneva; at the fame 
time cautioning thofe cantons, not 
to confent to any refolution, which 
might depri ave the nature of the 
government of Geneva, by turning 
it into a contufed de aeceabe. . ‘This 
would be an innovation that his ma- 


ity was intereiled in preventing. 


The French monarch tarther ac- 
quainted them, that he would take 
all the orders ot the jtate otf Geneva 
under his protectio nid that a any 
orn fhould attempt any vila y ae uni 
the lite, or hberty of any inhabi- 
tant ot the republic, without go- 
vernment’s employing the neceflary 
means to pt untth fuch offender, the 
hing would take that care upon him- 
felt. as allo ot reftoring amonutt 
them good order, {peedily, and by 
all means which his power could 
command, ‘Thefe royal menaces, 
joined tothe internal diiturbances of 
the republic, could not but convey 
very alarming apprehenfions to the 
friends of its freedom and independ- 
ence. 

Though the Dutch nation had 
been much difufed to war, and were 
very ill prepared for it, when hoiti- 
lities commenced between that re- 
public and Great Britain, at the 
cole of the year 1780, it yet ap- 
peared, from a naval engagement 

which happened on the sth a Au- 
guft, 1781, that the Dutch were 
still potlefied of that determined 
courage which dittinguifhed them in 
the days of De Ruyter and Van 
Tromp. It was early in the morn- 
ing when vice-admiral Hyde Parker, 
with the Britith fquadron under his 
command, fell in with a Dutch fqua- 
dron, with a large co nvoy, off the 
Dogger Bank. The Britihh fleet 
confited of one fhip of So guns, two 
Of 74, one of 64, one of 60, one of 
§0, one of 44, one of 40, three 
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other trigates, and a cutter. ‘The 
Dutch tleer, which was commanded 
by rear-admiral Zoutman, confitte 
ed, according to their own account, 
one of 63, one ot 64, 
three of $4, and one of 44, belides 
frigates; but the engtith account 
repre lemts the Dutch fleet as confitt- 
ing of cight two-decked (hi ip . No 
eun Was tired on either fide tll they 
were within the dittance of halt- 
muiket fhot. ‘he action began 
about eight in the morning, and 
continucd with an unceafing fire, 
for three hours and torty minutes. 
Both tides wr I hat with —— alay dour, 
and little adv: antaye was caimed on 
eithe: fide. . Ww hen the he: at of the 
action was over, both fquadrons 
lay to a conti rable time near each 
other, when the Dutch fhips of war, 
with their convoy, bore away for 
the Texel; and the Englith fhips 
were all too much difabled to fol- 
low them. It appears, that a Dutch 

feventy-lour gun ihip funk foon after 
the action. On board the Britith 
flect 104 were killed, and 33 

wounded ; and the lofs of the Dutch 
was probably greater. Admiral 
Zoutman, in the account of the en- 
gagement tranfimitted by him to the 
Stadtholder, faid, that his men 
** fought like lions ;’’ and it was 
faid by the Britith admiral, in the 
account fent by him to the admi- 
ralty, that ** his majefty’s officers 
and men behaved with great 
bravery, nor did the enemy thew 
lefs ¢ allantry.’ ’ The admiral of the 
Dutch fleet was promoted, honorary 
rewards were given to the principal 
officers, and two months ps ay to the 
men, for their behaviour in this 
a¢tion. When admiral Parker’s 
fleet arrived at the Nore, his ma- 
jetty, in order to teftify his fenfe of 
his merit, went on board his fhip, 
with the avowed defign, as it is faid, 


of 


or one of 
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of conferring on him the honour of 
knighthood ; but this the admival 
thought proper to Gecline ; and it 
was gencrally fuppofed, that ths 
veteran officer was much difgutted, 
that more fhips had not been tent to 


him, tor which he had applied, and 
which he conceived might have heen 
fpared, and whereby he might have 
been enabled to obtain a complete 
viclory. 


Cc HBA FF 6S. 

Tranfafions in the Weft Indies. Unfuccefiful Attempt of Admiral Rodney, and 
General hang ham, againft the I/land of St. Vincent’s. Aion beteveen the 
British and French Squadrons under the Command of Sir Samuel Hood and 
the Count de Grae V/e T/land of Tohago taken by the Fren M, Di: /putes 
zn fome of the }} ¢ ; India Tlands betrveen the Hours of ATi ] rly and their 
Governors. A dy cadron, under the Command of Comodo ‘John lone, ate 
tacked at Port Praya, in the Ifand of St. “Jago, by a Frend Sguadrer, 
ander the Command of Monf, Suffrein. The French are beaten ff The 
Commodore fur p ifes five Dutch Eafe Indtamen in the Bay of Salda nha, of 

evbich four are taken, and one burnt. He returns homey cotthout fed xe 

the Purpofe of Ais Voyage. The Spaniards become Mafters of the Province 
of Wert Florida. The Ifland of St. Eufiatius retaken by the French. pis 
rited and fuccefsful Sally made by the Garrifon at Gibraltar, in order to de 

frov the advanced Works of the Spaniards. Admiral Ki mpenfelt, with a 

British Squadron under his Command, meets with a French Fleet of fuperver 

Force, under the Command of M. de Guichen, and takes a Number of Tras: 

[ports which were under the Convoy of that Admiral. 
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T was an unfortunate circum- 
{tance which attended the Wett 
India ilainds, in confequence of the 
contett between Great Britain and 
the colonics, and the hotlilitics with 
France and Spain which that occa- 


my’s works, they were found to 
be fo ttrong and well fortified, both 
by artand nature, that it was thought 
proper to reimbark the troops, and 
to return again to St. Lucia, with 
out any farther effort in profecution 
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fioned, that thefe iflands became a 
confidersble theatre of war. At the 
clofe ot the year 1780, an attempt 
was made by admiral Rodney, and 

neral Vaughan, avainti the itland 
of St. Vincent’s. They were induc- 
ed to engage in this enterprize, by 
the reports that were made to them, 
of the ruinous and defencclefs ttate 
of that ifland, in confequence of 
the late hurricanes, They proceed. 
ed fo tar asto land a body ot troops 
and mirines upon the ifland, who 
marched four miles up the country; 
but, wpon reconnoitring the ene- 


of the defign. 

On the 29th of Apni, 1781, 3 
partial cngagement took place im 
the Weit Indies, between a sriuh 
fquadron, coniifting of eighteen 
fhips of the line, under the com 
mand of fir Samuel Hood, and 
a French fquadron  confitting of 
twenty-four fail of the line, um 
der the cummand of the count de 
Grafic. No material advantage 
was gained on either fide. The 
lofs on board the Pritifh fleet 
was 36 killed, and 161 wounded. 
An unfuccefsful attempt was 
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by the French foon after on the 
land of St. Lucia ; and on the 24th 
of the following month, the marquis 
de Bouillé made a defcent on the 
‘land of Tobago, and on the 2d of 
June it furrendered to the arms of 
his moft Chriftian majeity. Sir 
George Rodney was then at Barba- 
does; and George Feryufon, efq. 
governor of Tobago, after his re- 
turn to England, complained loudly 
that the ifland had been unneceflarily 
lot. ° Admiral Rodney had fent 
rear-admiral Drake, with fix fail of 
the line, three frigates, and fome 
troops, to the affiftance ot the ifland; 
but they were fent too late, and the 
ifland had capitulated, before any 
relicf was afforded it. In a letter of 
Rodney, which was publifhed in 
the Gazette, fome fyrprize was ex- 
prefled, that the place had furren- 
dered fo foon : upon which gover- 
not Fergufon publifhed an account of 
the fiege, figned with his name, in all 
the London papers, in which he ob- 
ferved, that he apprehended, that 
“the world would think it more 
extraordinary, that a Britifh admi- 
ral, with twenty-one fhips of the 
line under his command, fhould 
allow an enemy’s {quadron, of four 
hips and frigates, and a tew floops, 
to believe for ten days together a 
Britith colony, within twenty-four 
hours fail of him, without either re- 
heving the iland, or endeavouring 
to Geltroy the fjuadron, than that 
an ifland, without any fortification 
Whatever, 
men, 













defended by only 427 
len, without even covering fufli- 
Cent to fhelter them from the in- 
Ccmency of the weather, fhould be 
“ie to hold out longer than ten 
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thought incumbent on the latter to 
vindicate his conduct: but no an- 
{wer to the governor’s accufation 
has yet appeared, 

Befides the inconveniences which 
the Britifh Weft India iflands fufter- 
ed in confequence of the war, it was 
alfo a misfortune to fome of them, 
that they were involved in domettic 
difputes, occafioned by their ditla- 
tistaction at the conduct of their go- 
vernors. This was particularly the 
cafe with Jamaica and Barbadoes, 
1n both which ilands there were tre- 
quent conteits about this time be- 
tween the houfes of aflembly and 
the governors. But the remon- 
ftrances of the inhabitants on this 
fubject did not meet with much at- 
tention, fromthofe in whofe power 
it was to have afforded them relicf : 
for it feemed, indeed, to bea kind 
of maxim with the Britith admini- 
ftration, at this period, to pay little 
regard to any complaints trom the 
fubjects of the empire, re{pecting 
any abufe of authority, from what- 
ever quarter they might come, Ire- 
land only excepted ; and, with re- 
fpect to that kingdom, they were 
induced to relax a little from the 
high tone they were accuftomed 
to affume, by the powerful and 
energetic arguments of the Inth 
volunteers. 

About the beginning of the pre- 
fent year, commodore Johnttone 
was invefted with the command ot a 
fquadron, which was detlined to at- 
tack the cape of Good-Hope ; and 
it was fuppofed, that from thence 
he was to have proceeded to the 
Spanifh fetrlements of Buenos Ayres, 
in the Rio de la Plata of South 
America, where there had been 
fome dangerous infurrections, which 
had given confiderable alarm to the 
court of Madrid. But in neither 
of thefe defigns was his expedition 
fuccefsful. The court of France, 
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being defirous of aflifting the 
Dutch in the prefent flate of things, 
had fent a fleet from Breft, of fu- 
perior torce, in order to counteract 
the defigns of commodore John- 
ftone againft the Dutch fettlement 
atthe Cape. The flrength of the 
commodore’s fquadron was well 
known to the French commander, 
Monf. de Suffrein, who came up 
with the Britifh fleet at the Cape de 
Verd iflands, and attacked it whiltt 
lying under the protection ot the 
Portuguefe flag, in Port-Praya, in 
the ifland of St. Jago ; feveral out- 
ward-bound Eatt-Indiamen being 
alfo under the commodore’s convoy, 
and thenin that port. At the time 
when the French fleet arrived, 
which was on the 16th of April, 
1781, at leatt fitteen hundred per- 
fons were abfent from the Britith 
fleet, who were faid to be employed 
in watering, fifhing, embarking live 
cattle, and other neeeflary occupati- 
ons: but this circumtiance has been 
fuppoted to imply a want of vigi- 
lance and of Gitcipiine in the com- 
mander, and the rather becaufe he 
had received intelligence, that a 
fiect of the enemy was in thote feas, 
whote particular object itwas to frut- 
trate the delign ot bis expedition. 
The Britith tleet, when firtt attacked, 
appear to have been in fome con- 
fulion, and it has been thought, 
that the thips were not difpofed in 
the moit jedicious manner tor their 
detence. Llowever that might be, 
the Engbth tought with their ufual 
bravery, and the Freach were beaten 
off; one of the Eatt-India-men was 
taken by the French, but was af- 
terwards retaken. The lofs fuf- 
tained in the aétion by the Britith 
fleet was ninety feven killed and 
wounded. But what was till more 
vniortunate, the French reached 
the Cape before comincdore Jobn- 





H AND 





ftone could make his Appearance 
there : the atrempt upon that place 
was therefore entirely truftrated, ang 
the French became matters of the fe, 
tlementand harbour. The comm 
dore, however, on the 21ft of July 
furprifed five homeward bound 
Dutch Eaft-Indiamen, which were g 
anchor in the bay of Saldanha ; four of 
which he captured, and the othe; 
was burnt. But it was now found 
expedient to relinquith the origing 
objects of his expedition ; the hhipy 
dettined for the Eaft Indies proceed. 
ed on their voyage thither, and the 
commodore returned home with hig 
prizes. 

It muft be numbered amongt 
thofe many misfortunes of Grex 
Britain, which were occafioned | 
her conteit with the colonies, that 
the arms of Spain were fo fuccefsial 
in America, as to reduce all ou 
fettlements on the Mithilippi, and 10 
make an entire conquett of the pre 
vince of Weitt-Florida,  Pentacola 
furrendered to Don Bernardo ce 
Galvez, the Spanith governor a 
Louifiana, on the gth of May, 
1781. The reduction of the place 
was facilitated by a thell from te 
enemy, which accidentally burt by 
the door of the magazine of anad- 7 
vanced redoubr, fet tire to the pot 
der within, and in an initant the 
body of the redoulst became a heap 
of rubbith, By the explolion, 
to:ty-cipht foldiers, twenty-leren 
failors, and one negro, loft ther 
lives; befides twenty-four other 
who were wounded, and moti 
them dangeroufly. Even alter ® 
unfortunate accident, the game 
continued to defend the place wits 
great gallantry, but were obliged © 
tubmit to the very fuperior wane 
the enemy. They obrained an he 
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Bernardo de Galvez, with great ge- 
nerotity and huimanity. 
The itland of St. Euftatius, which 
in the earher part of the year had 
been thought lo linportant a con- 
q ieft, was lott towards the clote of 
ip in avery difhonourable manner. 
On the 2 th of November, about 
four hundred French troops, under 
the command of the marquis de 
Bouillé, landed from three trig ites, 
and feme fimall craft at Jenkiny’s 
bay, at the back of the iiland, and 
made themielves maflers of it by 
furprize. The French cor nmander 
had been induced to engage in this 
enterprize, by the information that 
he had received of the negligent 
firuation of the garrifon, and that a 
plaice proper for the landing of troops 
was lett wholly unguarded. — Licu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn, to whom 
the government ot the illand was 
intrufted, and the whole garr.- 
fon, which confifled of fix hundred 
and feventy-feven Men, were 
priioners of war. Ono the evening 
of the day on which the ilind was 
taken, the marquis de Bouillé called 
a mecting of the principal Dutch 
inhabitants of the ifland, an made 
a public {pec ch to them, declai dag, 
that he re-e iptared this itland by 
the order ot the king his imaiter, 


lian 
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not with a view to exte his ma- 
, ] ° 

‘tty’s domimions in thofe feas, but 

to reheve them trom ce iitre {le , 


and oppretii ns, by retton Ine to them 
their ancient government under the 
dominion ot the Strate ‘S-pene ral, tor 
whom he would garrifon and defend 
the alland, till the kine’s tro ps 
fhould be relieved by the tr Ops of 
Ilich Mightinefles. He alfo 


1 ned them, ‘that he fhould tor 


t pretent ippernt othcers, in the 
‘ wrtMent, from among their 
eo ee hee : 

Cinhabuants, to rovern them 
. Byes o} an } , 
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A large fum of money, which had 
been taken from the Durch inhabi- 
tants, and which had been depofit- 
ed in the governor's houfe, was like- 
wife returned to fuch of them as 
could atcertain their rightto it. The 
iiland of St. Martin was alfo taken 
by the French about the fame time. 
In Europe, the land of Minorca 
Was vigoroutly attacked by the Duke 
de C rillon ; ; and the fortrets of Gib- 
raltar continued alfo to be clotely 
belieged, and bravely defea ded. 
On the >oth of Noveinbe ‘r, a mobkt 
fpirited fally was made by the Bririth 
garrifon of the latter, in which they 
attempted to itorm and deilroy the 
whole ot the advanced works of the 
Spaniards, which, atrerimmenfe la- 
bour and expence, were arrived at 
the highett itate of perfection The 
detachment, which was appointed 
for this enterprize, was formed 3 
three columns, and marched trom 
the earrifon at the letting ot the 
moon, about three in the 
moraing. The — were {eve- 
rally compofed of 
a body of 
Cal ry Nag 


>. , 
O 4 lock 


in advanced corps, 

pioneers, artillery-men 
combuttibl S, fuf- 
taining corps, with ihe 
rear, The pioncers of the leit 
column were feamen. They attach- 
ed the Spanith works with fuch ir- 
refiftible tury, thie the enemy, after 
afeattering fire, which was of no 
long continuance, gave way on all 
fides, and aban Lenthe d their ft tupen- 
dous works with great precipitation, 
and in the utmott ‘conft-rnation. 
‘The pioneers and artillery-men ex- 
erted were ‘ves in fo wonderful a 
manner, and fpread their fire with 
fuch amazing apidity, that in half 
an hour two mortar batteries of ten 
thirteen-inch mortars, and three 
batteries of fix guns eaca, with ail 
the lines of ay pproach, communicati- 
on, and traverfe, were in flames, and 
M 2 were 
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were entirely reduced to afhes. The 
mortars and cannon were fpiked, 
and their beds, carriages, and plat- 
forms dettroyed. ‘Their magazines 
blew up, one alter another, as the 
fire approached them. The atto- 
nifhed Spaniards, feeing all oppofiti- 
on to be truitlefs, offered no other 
refiftance than an ill-directed fire of 
round and grape-fhot from the torts 
of St. Barbara, St. Philipe, and the 
batteries ov the lines, and remained 
in their camp {pectators of the con- 
flagration, ‘The whole of this brave 
detachment, which had futtained 
very little lofs, was in the garrilon 
again by five o’clock, jutt betore 
break of day. This was a mott gal- 
lant exploit, and mutt have inpreff- 
ed the Spaniards with a ttrong idea 
of the dauntlefs intrepidity of the 
Brittth foldiers and feamen. 

On the 12th of December, Admi- 
ral Kempentelt, who had under his 
command twelve fail of the line, and 
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fome frigates, fell in, about ¢ 

leagues diitant from Ufhant, with a 
large French fleet, confitting of nine. 
teen fhips of the line, befides trigates 
under the command of M, de Gui. 
chen, who had alfo under his cop. 
voy anumber of tranfports, laden 
with troops and ftores. As the Br. 
tith fleet was fo much interior jp 
force to the French, admiral Kem. 
pentelt did not think it prudent to 
hazard an action; but he had the 
good fortune to take fourteen of the 
French tranfports, laden with aril 
lery and ordnance ttores, and which 
had on board 1062 foldiers, and 548 
feamen. This was a very impor 
tant capture ; for as thefe tranfports 
were intended tor the Wett Indies, 
the feizure of them was a confidere 
able obitruction to the fchemes of 
the French, and contributed to the 
fecurity of the Britith Wet India 
iflands, 














arts 
ies, 
ere 
of 


10:2 


AP, 








OREIGN 


C H A P. 





HISTORY. 165 


XVII. 


American _— rs. 2&ion between the Britifh and French Fleets off the Capes 
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uncer General Greene, near the Eata 


yr the Command of Lit 


General Arnold ag 
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¥e rey wal 5 in V; ire rm ade 
Nobleman. Aion bet Cen the I r 
(sit ts 
Chejupea s im” confequence of avhr 
lore. , Lerd ( Corn: vallis, and his « 


Pre lamation iffued by Lord Cornzwallis, 
General Greene at Guildford. 
teats a large Body of the Americans. 


? New London, 
vrvus Def nce of fort or fivold. 
ine? cy tie il 
ch k leet unde 
the Briti/h Fleet u ei the « 
/, the latter are obliged to return to New 
whole drmy, fu rrender themfelves Prifon- 


after the Vidlory 
Licutenant- clonel 
Aion beteveen the British 


utenant-colonel Stewa t, and the Americans 


Springs. Expedition undertaken by 
nd the Devafiation commit: ted by him 
Critical Situation of Lord 
Att. rmpts to afford 4 4 ffi ifance to that 
the Command of ‘Count de 


OMMANG fof Admir alGrat Ve ‘y off ihe 


ers of Bar, by C ap: tulation, y* the united Armies of America and France, 


V/ nder d 


thy Cue of ‘General if a 


YR OM the account that has al- 
|: ready been given ot fome of 
the pris ‘ ipa L nadie: ivy operations ot 
the a efent year in America, it ap- 
pears, that ‘thou +h confiderable ad- 
vantages had been gained by the 
roval troops, yet aperent had taken 
place from which it could ration ally 
be expected, that the final termina- 
tion ot the war would be tavourable 
to Great Britain. It was alfoa dil- 
circumflanee, that 
e was fome mifunderitanding be- 
tween admiral Arbuthnor and Sir 
Henry Clinton, and a mutual difap- 
probation ot each other’s conduct. 
This was their dif- 
patches to government, and efpeci- 
ally trom thofe of General Clinton, 
wh if expreflions reipecting the 
conduct of the admiral were by no 
mean equivocal. , 

On the 1th of March, 1781, 
ton happened, off theCapes 

between the fleet un- 
er admiral Arbuthnet, confifting ot 
feven flips of the line, 
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maniteit from 


and one 
a French fqua- 
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j r/On. 
ivy On 


dron, confilling of the fame num- 
ber of thips of the line, and one 
forty-gun fhip. Some of the thips 
in both fleets received confiderable 
damage in the action, and the lofs 
of the Knglifh was 30 killed, and 
73 wounded ; but no thip was taken 
on either fide. The Britith fleet 
had, however, confiderably the ad- 
vantage, asthe French were obliged 
to retire, and were fuppofed to be 
pres ented by this action trom car- 
rying troops upon the Chefapeak, 
in order to attack general Arnold, 
and impede the progrefs of lord 
Cornwallis. But it was an unfortw- 
nate circumftance, that fome time 
before this engagement the Romu- 
lus, a fhip of forty-four guns, was 
captured by the Brench otf the 
Capes of Virginia. 

We have feen, in a_ preceding 
chapter, that lord Cornwallis, aftcr 
his victory over general Greene, at 
Guildford, proceeded to Wailming- 
ton, where he arrived on the 7th of 
April. But be tore he reached that 
place, he pub blifhed a proclamation, 
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calling upon all loyal fubjeds to 
ttand torth, and take an active part 
in rettoring good order and govern- 
ment ; and declaring to all x rfons, 
who had engaged 1n the pre! fent re- 
bellion ayaintt his majeity’s autho- 
rity, but who were now convineed 
of their error, and delirous ot re- 
turning to their duty and allegi- 
ance, that it they would furrender 
themfelves, with their arms and 
ammunition, at head-quarters, or 
to the officer commanding in the 
difirict ec hticuous to their re {pee- 
tive places of refidence, on or be- 
fore the 2¢th of that month, they 
would be eet to return to 
their bomes, upon giving a military 
parole ; they would be protected, in 
their perions and properties, from 
all forts of violence trom the Brittth 
troops ; and would be retiored, 
foon as potlible, to all the privileges 
of legal and conititunional govern- 
ment. But it does not appear, that 
any contiderable number of the 
Americans were allured by thete 
promifes to give any evidences of 
their attachment to the roval cau! 

On the 2oth of May, his lordthip 
arrived at Peterfbureh, in Vireinia, 
where he joined a body of Britith 
troops that had been under the 
command of major-general Philips, 
but the command of which, in con- 
fequence ot the death of that officer, 
had devolved upon brigadier-general 
Arnold. Betore this run¢tion, he 
had encountered contidcrable incon- 
veniences trom the difticul Ity ot pro- 
cunn 1g provitions and torace ; fo 
thatin a letterto Sir Henry Clinton, 
he informed him, that, his cavalry 
wanted every thing, and his in 
fantry every th ing - fhoes. He 
added, that he had experienced the 
dittreffes of marching hundreds of 
miles in a country chiefls hoftile, 
without one se ufeful friend, 
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without intelligence, and withoue 
communication with avy part ot the 
country. 

On the 26th of June, about (ix 
miles trom Walliaméburgh, licute. 
nant-colonel Simcoe, and — three 
hundred and fitty of the queen's 
rangers,with cighty mounted yagers, 
were attacked by a much fuperi ior 
body ot the Americans, but whom 
they repulled with great gallantry, 
and with equal fuccets, making 
four officers, and twenty private 
men prifoners. The lots of the 
Americans tn this aciion is faid to 
have been upwards of 120, and 
that of the Britifl troops not more 
than go. 

On the 6th of July, an action 
happened, near the Green Sprin, F§ 
10 Virginia, between a reconn oltnng 
party of the Americans, under oe. 
neral Wayne, amounting to about 

eight hundred, and a large part of 
the Britith army under lord Com- 
Wallis, in which the Americans had 
127 killed and wounded, and the 
lofs of the roy al troops is fu ~ poted 
to have been confiderably oreater, 
It was an action in which ne 
fmall degree of military {hill and 
courage was exhibited by the Ame- 
Ta a variety of tkirmithes, 
the marquis la Fayette very much 
diftinguithed himfelt, and difplayed 
the utmoft ardour in the American 
caule. 

In South Carolina, an action 
happened, on the gth o! September, 
near the Eataw Springs, betweca 3 
large body of Britith troops, under 
the conmand of Leutenant-co lot nel 
Stewart, and a much fuperior body 
ot Americans, faid to amount (0 
more my g0c0, under the come 
mand ¢ oem ral Greene. It was 
an ab tin te engagement, and iatted 
but the Americans 


were dct ated, and two ol their t 
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fll into the hands of the 
Pe etith. The lols, however, of 
he 1 yal troops, was very conii- 
derable ; amounung to more than 
470 killed and wounded, and up- 
waids of 200 miffing. 
ty the courfe of the fame month, 
m general Ara wold was fent on an ex- 
 oedhtion againitt New London, in 
: (> necticut, where he dettioved a 
great pare of the fhip; ing, and an 
ymin nfe quinn iy of naval ftores, 
kor ypean man ‘tac t' IFES, and E aft 
aod Weft India commoditics. ‘The 
town ifelt was allo burnt, which ts 


ind 


(ad w have been unavoidable, on 
MS account ot the explofions of great 


gunpowder, which 
ttorehoufes 


happened to he ‘i the 
but the ne- 


that were fet on fire. 


Oe ceiity of deftroying the town has 
me cen diiputed: it has been repre- 


fented as an a¢t of wanton barba- 
rity; and it has heen urged in fup- 
port of this opinion, that there 
could be no real necetlity for burn- 
int New London, becaufe the 
houfes of that town were infu- 
laed, st the diftance of three, 
tour, or nve vards, one trom the 
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which it was 
cain fle f- 
nh, Was not 
taacn without conucerable  lofs. 


rt Gariiwold, 


in thas exped tio 
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with 
the affiult 
de by the Enelith with equal 
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Britith troops, major Montgomery 


was killed by a fpear in entering 
the American works ; and ry2 men 
were alfo killed and wounded ia 
this expedition. 

Notwithftanding the fignal ad- 
vantages that lord Cornwallis had 
obtained over the Americans, his 
fituation in Virginia began, by de- 
grees, to be very critical ; oe. the 
rather, becaufe he did not receive 
thofe reintorcements and fupplies 
from Sir Henry Clinton, of which 
he had tormed expectations, and 
which he conceived to be neceflary 
to the fuccels of his operations. 
Indeed, the commander in chief 
was prevented trom fending thofe 
reinforcements to lord Cornwallis, 
which he otherw ite might have 
done, by his tears re{pecting New 
York, acuintt which he entertained 
great apprehentions that general 
W afhington intended to m; ike a ver 
formidable attack. In fac t, that 
able American general appears to 
have taken much p: ains, and to have 
rn diy yreat art, in order to lead 

r Henry Clinton to entertain this 
ant ition. Letters were written, 
expreflive ot this intention, which 
tell imto the hands of Sir Henry, 
ic! maniteftly written with 
it they fhould be inter- 
cepted, and only with a view to 
aniufe ond deccive the Britifh gene- 
ral. ‘Lhe project was fuceefsful; 
and by a variety of judicious mili- 
tary manoeuvres, in which he com- 
out-generalled the Britifh 
cominander, he increafed his eppre- 
hentfions about New York, and pre- 
vented him trom fending proper af- 
fittance to lord Cornwallis. Having 
tor a time kept Sir 
Henry Clinton in perpetual alarm 
in New ¥ ork, though with an army 
much inferior to the garrifon of 
that city, general W afhingto n fud- 
denly 
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denly quitted his camp at White 
Plains, croffed the Delaware, and 
marched towards Virginia, . appa- 
rently with a defign to attack lord 
Cornwallis. Sir Henry Clinton 
then received information, that the 
count de Grafle, with a large 
French fleet, was expected every 
moment in the Chefapeak, in order 
to co-operate with general Wath- 
ington. He immediately endea- 
voured, both by land and water, 
to communicate this information to 
lord Cornwallis ; and alfo fent him 
affurances, that he would cither re- 
inforce him by every poflible means 
in his power, or make the beit di- 
verfion he could in his favour. In 
the meantime, lord Cornwaltis had 
taken poffeffion of the potts of York 
town and Gloucefter, in Virginia, 
where he fortitied himfelf in the 
bef manner he was able. 

On the 28th of Auguft, Sir 
Samuel Hood, with a fquadron 
from the Weit Indies, joined the 
fquadron under the command of 
admiral Graves before New York. 
It was then neceflary, on account of 
the fituation of lord Cornwaliis, 
that they fhould immediately pro- 
eced to the Chefapeak ; but tome 
time appears to have been necdletsly 
loft, though admiral Hood was ex- 
tremely anxious that no delay 
might be made. They wiiak, 
however, in the Chefapeak, on the 
sth of September, with nineteen 
fhips of the line ; where they found 
the count de Grafle, who had an- 
chored in that bay, on the 30th of 
Auguit, with twenty-four hips of 
the line. The French admiral had 
previoufly landed a large body of 
troops, which had been brought 
from Rhode Ifland, and who 1m- 
mediately marched to join the Ame- 
rican army under general Wahing- 
ton. The Britifh and French fleets 
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came to an action on the fume 

in which the former arrived in the 
Chefapeak: on board the Britith 
fleet go were killed, and 246 
wounded ; fome of the thips were 
greatly damaged in the engagement: 
and the Terrible, a feventy-four 
gun fhip, was fo much {hatte 
that it was afterwards found necef. 
fary to fet fire to it. ‘I hat this ac. 
tion had not been tavourable to the 
Englifh, was manifeit from the 
event: the fleets continued in fight 
of each other for five days fuccef. 
fively, and fometimes were ve 
near; but at length the Frene 
fieet all anchored within the Ca 
fo as to block up the paflage. Ad- 
miral Graves, who was the com. 
mander in chief, then called a 
council of war, in which it was re 
folved, that the fleet fhould proceed 
to New York, that the fhips might 
be there put into the beft flate for 
the fervice: and thus were the 
French left matters of the naviga- 
tion of the Chefapeak. 

Betore the news of this aétion 
had reached New York, a council 
ot war was held there, in which it 
was refolved, that sooo men fhould 
be embarked on board the king’s 
fhips, in order to proceed to the af- 
fittance of lord Cornwallis. But 
when it was known, that the French 
were abfolute matters of the navr 
gation of the Chefapeak, it was 
thought inexpedient to fend off that 
reinforcement immediately. In an- 
other council of war, it was fe 
folved, that as lord Cornwallis had 
provifions to laft him till the end of 
Otober, it was advifeable to watt 
for more favourable accounts from 
admiral Graves, or for the arrival 
of admiral Digby, who was & 
pected with three fhips of the line. 
It was not then known at New 
York, that admiral Graves had de- 
termi 
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yernined to return with the whole 
that port. 

i de wih time, the moft effec- 

tual meafures were adopted by gene- 

ral Wathington for furrounding the 

Britith army under lord Cornwallis. 

A large body of French troops, 

under the command of lieutenant- 

ral the count de Rochambeau, 

with avery confiderable train of ar- 

tillery, alifted in the enterprize. 

The Americans amounted to near 

eight thoufand continentals, and 

fve thoufand militia. General 

Wathington was invefted with the 
authority of commander in chief of 
thefe combined forces of America 
and France. On the 29th of Sep- 

tember, the inveftment of York 
Town wascomplete, and the Britifh 
army quite blocked up. The day 
following, Sir Henry Clinton wrote 
a letter to lord Cornwallis, contain- 
ing affurances that he would do 
every thing in his power to relieve 
him, and fome information con- 
cerning the fteps that would be 
taken tor that purpofe. A dupli- 
cate of this letter was fent to his 
lordfhip, by major Cochran, on the 
3d of Ottober. That gentleman, 
who was a very gallant officer, went 
ina vetlel to the Capes, and made 
his way to lord Cornwallis, through 
the whole Frenck fleet, in an open 
boat. He got to York Town on the 
toth of the month ; and foon after 
his arrival had his head carried off 
by a cannon ball, 

After the return of admiral Graves 
to New York, a council of war was 
held, confifting of flag and general 
office¥, in which it was refolved, 
that a large body of troops fhould be 
embarked on board the king’s fhips, 
as foon as they were refitted, and 


_that the exertions of both fleet and 


army fhould be made, in order to 
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form ajunétion with lord Cornwallis. 
Sir Henry Clinton himfelf embark- 
ed on board the fleet, with upwards 
of 7000 troops, on the 18th; they 
arrived off cape Charles, at the en- 
trance of the Chefapeak, on the 
24th, where they received intelli- 
gence, that lord Cornwallis had 
been obliged to capitulate five days 
before. 

It was on the 19th of Oétober, 
that lord Cornwallis furrendered 
himfelf, and his whole army, by 
capitulation, prifoners to the com- 
bined armies of America and France, 
under the command of general 
Wafhington. He made a defence 
fuitable to the character he had be- 
fore acquired, for courage and mi- 
litary fkill; but was compelled to 
fubmit to fuperior numbers. It 
was agreed by the articles of capitu- 
lation, that the Britifh troops were 
to be prifoners to the United States 
of America, and the feamen to the 
French king, to whofe officers alfo 
the Britifh veffels found at York 
Town and Gloucetter were to be de- 
livered up. The Britith prifoners 
amounted to more than fix thoufand ; 
but many of them, at the time of 
furrender, were incapable of duty. 
A confiderable number of cannon, 
and a large quantity of military 
ftores, fell into the hands of the 
Americans on this occafion. Two 
days after the capitulation took 
place, divine fervice was performed 
in ail the different brigades and di- 
vifions of the American army, in or- 
der to return thanks to the Almighty 
for this great event; and it was re- 
commended by general Wafhington, 
to all the troops that were not upon 
duty, in his general orders, that 
they would affift at divine fervice 
“ with a ferious deportment, and 
with that fenfibility of heart, = 
the 
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the recollection of the furprifing 
and particular interpofition of Pro- 
vidence in their favour claimed.” 

Oo the 29th of the fame month, 
it was refolved by the congrefs, that 
their thanks fhould * be prefented 
to his excellency general Wathing- 
ton, for the eminent fervices which 
he had rendered to the United States, 
and particularly for the well con- 
certed plan againft the Britith garri- 
fons in York and Gloucefter ; for 
the vigour, attention, and military 
fkill, with which the plan was exe 
cuted; and for the wifdom and pru- 
dence manitefted in the capitula- 
tion.” It was alfo refolved, ** That 
the thanks of the United Srates in 
congrefs aflembled, be prefented to 
his excellency the count de Rocham- 
beau, for the cordiality, zeal, judg- 
ment, and fortitude, with which he 
feconded and advanced the progrets 
of the allied army againft the Brir- 
ifh garrifon in York :” and likewite, 
** that their thanks be prefented to 
his excellency count de Grafle, for 
his difplay of fkill and bravery in 
attacking and deteating the Britith 
fleet off the bay of Chefapeak ; and 
for his zeal and alacrity in render- 
ing, with the fleet under his com- 
mand, the moft effectual and difiin- 
guifhed aid and fupport to the 
operations of the alhed army in 
Virginia.” 

Addrefies of congratulation on 
this event, were alfo pretented to 

neral Wafhington from different 
public bodies in America; and in 
an addrefs to him, from the prefi- 
dent and fupreme executive council 
of the province of Penfylvania, is 
the following paflage : ** Our cor- 
dial acknowledgments are ever due 
to your excellency, for the great 
and difieterefted fervice you have 
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rendered our common country 
but on this occalion we approsch 
you with peculiar pleafure, and 
can only regret, that the com. 
mon language of CONngratulatiog 
will too impertectly convey our 
grateful fente of the late eMinent 
ditplay of your military y rtues, 
in the capture of a Bratih veneral 
and his whole army. \We are a ‘ 
lols which mott to acm} z, the Wile 
dom of the plan, or the {kill and 
gallantry of the execution ; and are 
too fentible of the important conf. 
quences refulting the-cfrom, to with 
torettrain the efuuons ot gratitude 
to your excellency, to our brave and 
generous allies, and our vallint coun. 
trymen, thus led by their beloved 
general to victory ‘nd glory.” 

No event of the prefent war con. 
tributed fo much to produce in men’s 
minds a conviction, thit the Amer- 
can colonies could nor be conquered 
by the arms ot Gre it Britain, as the 
furrender of lord Cornwallis’s army. 
It was an event which carried akind 
of irrefiftible conviction with it, 
even to thofe who were the leat in- 
clined to the admiflion of fo humili- 
ating a truth. When it was feen, 
that the moft dittinguithed and fue- 
cefstul general that had engaged 
in the royal caufe, was obliged to 
furrender himfelfand his whole army 
prifoners of war, the generality, 
even of thofe who had becn the 
moft ecarneft for the fubjugation 
ot America, began now to be con- 
vineed, that it was totally imprac- 
ticable. But thofe, who had a fin- 
cere regard for the honour and im 
terefts of Great Britain, could not 
reflect, but with the utmoft regret, 
that nearly one hundred millions ot 
money fhould have been expended, 
and {o many thoufand valuable re 
oil, 
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loft, in this unhappy conteft; in a 
conteit, which had produced nothing 
but the lofs of our American colo- 
nies, an accumulation of the public 
debt, an enormous load of taxes, and 
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a great degree of national difhonour ; 
and which had afforded too much 
ground for the triumph and ex- 


ultation of our moft inveterate ene- 
mics, 
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PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1781. 


JANUARY. 


{. HIS day, there was a 
great court at St. James’s, 
and his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales —. had a feparate 
ellablifhment afligned him, he 
made his public appearance attend- 
ed by the lords and gentlemen of 
his bed-chamber, his equerries, and 
other gentlemen of his fuite. He 
received the compliments of the 
foreign minifters and of the nobili- 
ty on the occafion. The poet- 
laureat’s ode was performed as 
ulual. The king and queen were 
both very fplendidly dreffed; and 
her maijefty wore a {mall crown 
beautifully fet with brilliants. 
Whitehall, Jan. 2. 

Copy of a Letter from mojor-general 
Daling, governor of the Ilana of 
Jamaua to lord George Germain, 
one of bis majefly’s principal Jecre- 
taries of flate, received by bis ma- 
Jifty’s hip Alert, Capt, Vajbon. 

Jamaica, Of. 20; 1780. 
My Lord, 

Iam forry to be under the dif- 
agreeable neceflity of informing 
your lordthip of one of the mott 
dreadful. calamities that has hap- 
pened to this colony, within the 


— of the oldeft inhabitant, 
| i . 


On Monday the 2d inf. the 
weather being very clofe, the fk 
on a fudden became very pack 
overcaft, and an uncommon eleva- 
tion of the fea immediately follow- 
ed. Whilft the unhappy fectlers at 
Savannah la Mar were obferving 
this extraordinary phenomenon, the 
fea broke fuddenly in upon the 
town, and in its retreat {wept every 
thing away with it, fo as not to 
leave the fmalleft veftige of man 
beaft, or houfe behind. This mott 
dreadful cataftrophe was fucceed- 
ed by the moft terrible hurricane 
that ever was felt in this country, 


with repeated fhocks of an earth- 


uake, which has almoft totally 
demolithed every building in the 
parifhes of Weltmoreland, Han- 
over, part of St. James’s, and fome 
part of Elizabeth’s, and killed 
numbers of the white inhabitants 
as well as of the negroes. The 
miferable inhabitants are in a true- 
ly wretched fituation, not a houfe 
ftanding to fhelter them from the 
inclemency of the weather, nor 
cloaths to cover them, every thing 
being loft in the general wreck, 


and, what is ftill more dreadful, fa- 
mine ftaring them full in the face. 
To obviate in fome degree the 
confequence of this moft dreadful 
calamity, 
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calamity, I have called a meeting 
of the Kingflon merchants, who 
have generoully fent down to the 
unhappy fufferers 10,000!. value in 
different kinds of provifions, cloth- 
ing, &c. which will be a tempo- 
rary relief, until their diftreffes can 
be more effectually relieved, either 
from home, or from America, whi- 
ther | am fending fome veffels in 
queft of rice, or fuch other pro- 
vifions as can be procured. In the 
parith of Weftmoreland, the da- 
mage, by the report of the com- 
mittee, appointed to take into con- 
fideration the amount of their loffes, 
amounts to 950,000l. thiscurrency : 
in that of Hanover, one-fourth of 
the abfolute property is loft for ever: 
in that of St. James’s, the ravage, 
though very great, yet has not been 
fo fatal as in the other two. In 
fhort, my lord, the devaftation is 
immenfe, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

JOHN DALLING. 
E-xire@ of a Letter from the inbabi- 
tants of Savannah la Mar, to gc- 

werrcr Dalling, dated O@ober 8, 

1780. 

SIR, 

The remaining diftreffed inhabi- 
tants of the place where Savannah 
Ja Mar once ttood, beg leave to ac- 
quaint your excellency of a moft 
dreadful calamity which befel that 
unfortunate town, on ‘T'uefday the 
3d inftant. ‘The weather had ap- 
peared very ind:ferent for fome 
days before; but that morning the 
wind became more violent than 
ufual, witha moft terrible fwel! of 
the fea, which, by afternoon, in- 
cicaled to fuch a de gree, that it 
has not left the wreck of fix houfes 
on boch the bay and Savannah, and 
not Iefs than 200 people of ail co- 
lours were crowned, or buried in 
the sins: fuch terrible havock was 
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never feen in the memory of the 

oldeft perfon here, nor can w 

or writing, convey an idea fuitable 

to the difmal {cene. 

Our accounts from the coun 
and alfo from Hanover, are nail 
melancholy ; fcarcely a houfe land. 
ing on any eftate, and all the pro- 
vifions dettroyed. 

What alarms us moft, at prefent, 
is the dread of famine, which flares 
us in the face: and if we have not 
fome {peedy relief of bread kind, 
the few who have furvived that un. 
fortunate day, will moft probably 
fall viétims to the more miferable 
fate of perifhing with hunger. Ia 
this diftrefs we muft look to the 
town of Kingfton for relief: their 
humanity, it is to be hoped, will 
not fuffer us to perifh for want, or 
take any advantage of our mi 
and wretchednefs, which, God 
knows, is almoft as great as can 
be, feeing the calamity has been 
fo general, that no one can help 
his neighbour ; neither have many 
of us thelter for our heads from 
the inclemency of the weather, or 
cloaths to cover us: even fire, 
dreadful as it is, is nothing to what 
we have fo lately experienced. 

As a fpecimen of the deftruétion 
of the inhabitants. we mention that 
of Dr. King’s houfe, mm which were 
10 whites and about 40 negroes, 
and not a fingle perion out of the 
whole has etc ped drowning, The 
fea owed up half a mile beyond 
its ufual bounds, even to the height 
of ten feet. 

Copy cf a Letter from mojor-genera! 
Vaushen, cov:manaer im chitf of ms 
meaje/i\?s fe ces in the Leeuare- 
tflanas, to icra George Ge main, dad 
Bar? aaoes, OF. 40, 1720s 

My Lorn, 
I ae much concerned to inform 


your lordthip, that this iin" 
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slmoft entirely deftroyed by a moft 
violent hurricane, which began on 
Tuefday the roth inft. and conti- 
nued almoft without intermiffion for 
near forty-eight hours: 1t 1s 1m- 

ble for me to attempt a de- 
cription of the ftorm ; fuffice it to 
fay, that few families have efcaped 
the general ruin, and I do not be- 
lieve that ten houfes are faved in 
the whole ifland ; fcarcely a houfe 
is ftanding in Bridge- Town ; whole 
families were buried in the ruins 
of their habitations, and many, in at- 
tempting to efcape, were maimed 
and difabled ; a general convulfion 
of nature feemed to take place, 
and an univerfal deftruction enfued. 
The ftrongeft colours could not 
paint to your lordthip the miferies 
of the inhabitants; on the one 
hand, the ground covered with the 
mangled bodies of their friends and 
relations ; and on the other, reput- 
able families, wandering through 
the ruins, feeking for food and 
fhelter: in fhort, imagination can 
form but a faint idea of the hor- 
rors of this dreadful fcene. 

Every plantation and building, 
great and fmall, are thrown to the 
ground ; the cattle and ftock be- 
longing to them are almoft all de- 
ftroyed ; the produce of the earth 
torn up by the roots, and not a 
trace left behind ; fo that there is 
but too much reafon to fear that a 
famine muft inevitably enfue, un- 
lefs fome effectual means are ufed 
to prevent it. 

Fortunately the ftores and pro- 
vifions belonging to the army and 
“Ravy (the latter of which are verv 
confiderable) have been with great 
difficulty nearly all faved, although 
the whole Was a Continued fcene of 
rapine and confufion, and the ne- 
grocs (who are exceedingly numer- 
us in this ifland) inftead of at- 
tempting to fave the effects of the 
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unhappy fufferers, were pluridering 
in every part of the town. 

I muft beg leave to refer your 
lordfhip to his excellency the go- 
vernor’s letter for a more minute 
defcription of this deftruative tem- 
peft; and I am confident your lord- 
fhip mutt fenfibly feel for the mi- 
ferable calamities that have befal- 
len the inhabitants of this ruined 
country. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
J. VAUGHAN. 


Extrad of a Letter from major-gene- 
ral Cunningham, governor of the 
ifland of Barbadees, to lord George 
Germain, dated Barbadoes, O&. 20, 
1780. 

The inclofed journal, which I 
have the honour to fend your lord- 
fhip, will, in feeble colours, pre- 
fent to your view the almoft total 
deftruction of this once beautiful 
ifland, which many years cannot 
repair; and I much fear that the 
‘pees roprietors of the foil will 

e unable to erect buildings, fo 
deeply are they indebted to the En- 
glith merchants, unlefs from great 
indulgence. 

The chief employment now go- 
ing on is to fecure covering for 
their negroes and inhabitants, and 
planting provifions; and here I 
mutt recall your lordthip’s particu- 
lar attention to the {peedy fupply- 
ing this ifland with provifions from 
England and Ireland, which they 
have no doubt but the bounty and 
generofity of the belt of kings will 
amply provide ; otherwife they will 
run a rifque of ftarving. 

The firft obje& of my attention 
was to fend fpcedy notice to com- 
modore Hotham of our difafter, that 
he might furnith a frigate to go to 
England ; and I have alfo written 
circular letters to the governors in 
North America, to encourage lum- 
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ber and provifions to be fent out to 
us. 

It is fortunate that general 
Vaughan refided in this ifland. His 
authority, joined to the activity of 
the officers and troops under his 
command, contributed greatly to 
preferve order in the town, and pre- 
vent rapine and plunder from the 

ifoners and negroes. 

The Spaniards, under the direc- 
tion of Don Pedro St. Jago, cap- 
tain in the regiment of Arragon, 
conducted themfelves more like 
friends than enemies : I therefore 
mean to fhow them every indul- 
gence in my power. 

I have the fatisfaétion of inform- 
ing your lordfhip, that the records 
of the ifland are preferved. 

Copy of a Fourral of what paffed at 
arbadoes from the gth of October 
until the 16th. 

The evening preceding the hur- 
ricane, the gth of October, was re- 
markably calm, but the fky furprif- 
ingly red and fiery ; during the 
night much rain fell. On the morn- 
ing of the 10th, much rain and 
wind from N. W. By ten e’clock 
it increafed very much; by one, 
the thips in the bay drove ; by four 
o’clock, the Albemarle frigate (the 
only man of war then here) parted 
her anchors and went to fea, as did 
all the other veffels, about 25 in 
number. Soon after, by fix o’clock, 
the wind had torn up and blown 
down many trees, and foreboded a 
moft violent tempeft. At the go- 
vernment-houfe every precaution 
was taken to guard againft what 
might happen ; the doors and win- 
dows were barricaded up, bat it 
availed little. By ten o’clock the 
wind forced itfelf a paflage through 

the houfe from the N.N.W. and 

the tempeft increafing every mi- 

nute, the family took to the centre of 
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the building, imagining, from the 
prodigious ftrength of the walls, 
they being three feet thick, and 
from its circular form, it would 
have withftood the wind’s utmog 
rage: however, by half after eleven 
o’clock, they were obliged to te 
treat to the cellar, the wind hay. 
ing forced its way into ever 
and torn off moft of the roof, bron 
this afylum they were foon driven 
out ; the water being ftopped in 
its paflage, and having found itfelf 
a courfe into the cellar, they knew 
not where to go; the water rofe 
four feet, and the ruins were fall. 
ing from all quarters. ‘To conti- 
nue in the cellar, was impoffible; 
to return to the houfe equally fo; 
the only chance left was making 
for the fields, which at that time 
appeared equally dangerous : it was 
however attempted, and the family 
were fo fortunate as to get to the 
ruins of the foundation of the flag- 
ftaff, which foon after giving way, 
every one endeavoured to find a re- 
treat for himfelf ; the governor, and 
the few who remained, were thrown 
down, and it was with great dif- 
ficulty they gaimed a cannon, un- 
der the carriage of which they took 
fhelter: their fituation here was 
highly deplorable, many of the can- 
non were moved, and they had rea 
fon to fear that under which th 
fat might be difmounted, and cra 
them by its fall, or that fome of 
the ruins that were flying about 
would put an end to their exiftence; 
and, to render the fcene ftill more 
dreadful, they had much to fear 
from the powder magazine, near 
which they were; the armoury Was 
level with the ground ; and the 
arms, &c. fcattered about. Anxiouf 
ly did they wait the break of op 
attering themfelves, that with 


» 
light they thould {ce a ceffation si 
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the ftorm; yet when 


it appeared, 
tittle was the tempelt abated, and 
the day ferved but to exhibit the 
mot melancholy profpect imagin- 
able; nothing can compare with 
the terrible devaitation that pre- 
fented itfelf on all fides; not a 
building ftanding ; the trees, if not 
torn up by their roots, deprived of 
their leaves and branches; and the 
mot luxuriant {pring changed in 
this one night to che drearieit win- 
ter. In vain was it to look round 
for thelter ; houfes, that from their 
ftuation it was to have been ima- 
gined would have been in a degree 
rotected, were all flat with the 
earth, and the miferable owners, if 
they were fo fortunate as to efcape 
with their lives, were left without 
a covering for themfelves and fa- 
mily. 

Beoatal Vaughan was early o- 
bliged to evacuate his houfe ; in 
efcaping he was very much bruifed ; 
his Cea was fo unfortunate. as 
to break his thigh. Nothing has 
ever happened that has caufed fuch 
univerfal defolation. No one houfe 
in the ifland is exempt from danger. 
Very few buildings are left ftand- 
ing on the eftates. ‘The depopula- 
tion of the Negroes, and cattle, par- 
ticularly of the horned kind, is very 
great, which muft, more efpecially 
in thefe times, be a caufe of great 
diftrefs to the planters. It is as yet 
impofible to make any accurate 
calculation of the number of fouls 
who have perifhed in this dreadful 
calamity: Whites and Blacks to- 
gether it is imagined, to exceed 
fome thoufands, but fortunately few 
people of confequence are among 
thenumber, Many were buried in 
the ruins of the houfes and build- 
ings. Many fell viétims to the vio- 
lence of the ftorm and inclemency 
of the weather, and great numbers 
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were driven into the fea and there 

rifhed, The troops have fuffered 
inconiiderably, though both the bar- 
racks and hofpital were early blown 
down. Alarming confequences were 
dreaded from the number of dead 
bodies that lay uninterred, and from 
the quantity the feathrew up, which 
however are happily fubfided. What 
few public buildings there were, are 
fallen in the general wreck; the 
fortifications have fuffered very con- 
fiderably, The buildings were all 
demolithed ; for jo violent was the 
ftorm here, when aflifted by the fea, 
that a twelve-pounder gun was care 
ried from the fouth to the north 
battery, a diftance of 140 yards. 
The lofs to this country is im- 
menfe ; many years will be requir- 
ed to retrieve it. 

Admiralty-Office, Fan. 2, 1781. 

Lieutenant Maffervey, of his ma- 
jefty’s thip Alert, arrived at this 
office laft night with difpatches from 
vicc-admiral Sir Peter Parker, com- 
mander in chief of his majefty’s 
fhips and veffels at Jamaica, to Mf. 
Stephens, dated the 6th of Novem- 
ber, 1780, of which the following 
is an extract ; 

It is with much concern that I 
give the following detail of the difs 
after which has befallen fome of the 
fhips and veffels of this ftation, in 
the late hurricanes. The 4th of 
laft month, at half paft five in the 
morning, his majefty’s thip the Phe; 
nix was wrecked on the ifland of 
Cuba, about three leagues to the 
eaftward of Cape Cruz, in a mof 
dreadful hurricane, and according 
to Sir Hyde Parker’s reprefenta- 
tion, if fhe had not been driven on 
fhore fhe muft foon havé foundered ; 
all the fhip’s company were faved 
except twenty, moft of whom were 
loft with the main-matt, and wathed 
overboard. Sir Hyde Parker dif- 
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tched his firk lieutenant, Mr. 

rcher, in one of the fhip’s boats, 
to Montego Bay for affiftance, and 
by the arth, all that remained of 
the thip’s crew, to the number of 
240, were embarked on board his 
majefty’s floop Porcupine, and three 
fhallops, and arrived fafe in Mon- 
tego bay the 1Sth inftant. 

The Pomona arrived the 24th, 
with her bowfprit and fore-matft 
fprung, and mizen-maft gone ; and 
on the 26th rear-admiral Rowley 
arrived in the Grafton, with the 
following fhips, from convoying the 
trade part of their way to Europe, 
viz. Heétor, Trident, and Ruby, 
all of them difabled, and moftly 
difmatted. 

The Ulyffes arrived the fame day 
without main or mizen-matft, hav- 
ing thrown all her upper deck guns 
overboard. 

By the different accounts which 
I have received, I find that the late 
ftorms have vifited the windward 
iflands, as well as the feas. The 
28th paft his majefty’s thip the Fg- 
mont arrived here from St. Lucia, 
totally difmafted, and her frame 
much fhaken. On the zoth the 
Endymion arrived at this port from 
a cruife to the windward of Mar- 
tinico,with only the fore-matt ftand- 
ing. She brought in with her two 
French fhips, named the Marquis 
de Brancas, and the L’Eole, which 
fhe took on her way thither. The 
former was laden with provifions, 
and the latter had one hundred and 
fifty foldiers on board, part of the 
regiment of Touraine, commanded 
by a captain De Marcy. Thefe 
two thips were, on the 11th of Oc- 
tober, forced, with many others, 
out from St. Pierre’s road, Mar- 
tinico, by the violence of the 
form, 
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Admiralty-Ofice, Fan. 2, 1781, 
Extra of a Letter from vice-adms 
ral Evans, commander in chief » 
his majefly’s foips and veffels in the 
Downs, to Mr. Stephens, dated th 

31ff of December, 1780. 


Pleafe to acquaint their lordhhips 
that about two hours after J re 
you an account yelterday, by ex. 
prefs, of a Dutch hhip of war be. 
ing at the back of the Godwin, his 
majeity’s fhips Marlborough ang 
Bellona appeared in fight, upon 
which I immediately ordered them 
to proceed in queit of her; and 
have the fatisfaction to acquaint 
you, for their lordthips informa. 
tion, they retarned to the Downs 
this afternoon with the faid Dutch 
fhip, which the Bellona took, after 
an action of about half an hour, 

The Dutch thip proved to be the 
Princefs Carolina, of 54 guns, and 
300 men, from Amfterdam, bound 
to Lifbon. She had four men killed 
and twelve wounded. ‘The Bellona 
one man killed and two wounded. 

3. Yefterday the arrival of his 
royal highnefs the bifhop of Ofna- 
burgh was announced off the port 
of Oftend. The fame evening he 
received the compliments of the 
commandant, and the other magif- 
trates. On the Wednefday morn- 
ing his royal highnefs expreffed an 
inclination to pay a vifit to the ca- 
puchin Friars. He had feen their 
convent from his bed-chamber win- 
dow, and being informed of the pe- 
cular feverity which this order of 
mea fo rigidly affeét, he was de- 
firous to fee them. He went ac 
cordingly, and happened to enter 
at the time they were at dinnet. 
His royal highnefs complimented 
them on the facrifice which, by 
their repaft, they manifeltly pay nd 

cur 
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their religion, and condefcended to 

icipate with them on their hum- 

le fare. On the fame day he vi- 

fited the convents of the White and 

Black nuns, and fet off the next 
morning on his route to Germany. 

. This day a gentleman was 
taken into cuftody for treafonable 
practices, named Henry Francis de 
la Motte, which he bore with the 
title of baron annexed to it. He 
has refided in Bond-ftreet for fome 
time. ; 

When he was going up ftairs at 
the fecretary of ftate’s-office, in 
Cleaveland row, he dropped feve- 
* ral papers on the ftair-cafe, which 
were immediately difcovered by the 
meflengers, and carried in with him 
to lord Hillfborough. After his 
examination he was committed a 
clofe prifoner, for high treafon, to 
the Tower. 

In confequence of the above pa- 
pers being found, Henry Lutterloh, 
efg. of Wickham, near Portfmouth, 
was afterwards apprehended and 
brought totown. ‘The meffengers 
found Mr. Lutterloh ready booted 
togoa-hunting. When he under- 
ftood their bufinefs, he did not dif- 
cover the leaft embarraffment, but 
delivered his keys with the utmott 
readinefs. In his drawers were 
found cath and bank notes to the 
amount of about 300l. but upon a 
careful perufal of the notes, it was 
diftovered they were all-drawn pay- 
able to the {ame perfon, and dated 
on the fame day with thofe found 
on La Motte. Mr. Lutterloh is a 
German, and had lately taken a 
houfe at Wickham, within a few 


miles of Portfmouth ; and, as he 
kept a pack of hounds, and was 
confidered as a good companion, he 
was well received by the gentlemen 
ia the neighbourhood, 
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Whitehall, Jan. 6, 1781. 
Extrad of a Letter from general Hal- 
dimand, governor and commander in 
chief of lis majefty’s forces in the 
‘provine of Quebec, to lord George 

Germain, one of his majefty’s prin- 

cipal fecretaries of fiate, received 

by his majefty’s foip Danae. 
Quebec, Ofoter 25, 1780. 

T have the honour to acquaint 
your lordfhip, that I have juft re- 
ceived an exprefs from major Carle- 
ton, who commands one of the de- 
tachments mentioned in my letter 


.to your lordfhip of the 17th ult. 


The fecrecy and difpatch with 
which this detachment penetrated, 
prevented any oppofitien of confe- 
quence on the part of the enemy ; 
and on the roth and rsth inftant 
the garrifons of Fort Anne and Fort 
George furrendered prifoners of 
war. 

Major Carleton, who has, as well 
as his detachment, fhewn great zeal 
and activity in this affair, having 
fully anfwered the purpofes for 
which he was fent, is returned to 
Crown Point, where he is to re- 
main as long as the feafon will per- 
mit the veffels to navigate the lakes, 
in order to draw the attention of 
the enemy. 

The reports, affiduouffy publith- 
ed upon m spose we by the enemy, 
of cruelties committed by the In- 
dians, are notorioufly falfe, and pro- 
pagated merely to exafperate the 
ignorant and deluded people. In 
this late inftance, majer Carleton 
informs me, they behaved with the 
greateft moderation, and did not 
ftrip. or in any refpeét ill ufe their 
prifoners. 

I inclofe, for your lordthip’s in- 
formation, a lift of the Fitted, 
wounded, and prifoners. 

A party of 100 men and Mo- 

hawk 
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hawk Indians, croffed Lake Cham- 
plain with major Carleton, to co- 
operate with fir John Johnfon, who 
mutt be, before this time, upon the 
mohawk river ; and another party 
of 200 Canada Indians, with their 
proper officers, under the command 
of lieutenant Houghton, of the 53d 
regiment, marched at the fame time 
towards Conneticut river. They 
are returned, having brought away 
32 prifoners, without any lofs, al- 
though purfued by a fuperior force, 
of which it is thought many were 
killed. 

I every day expect to hear of fir 
ae Johnion’s fuccefs upon the 

ohawk river. 

P,S. Now. 2, I have kept this 
letter open, in hopes to give your 
lordihip an account of the party 
which was fent upon the Mohawk 
river under the command of fir John 
Johnfon. ‘The enemy, by means 
of two Oneida Indians, who de- 
ferted from Niagra, had received 
information of an intended attack 
upon .the Mohawk river, and had 
prepared accordingly ; but thisdid 
not prenes' his fuccefs, though it 
occafioned him to meet with great 
oppofition. I have juft received a 
letter from fir John, wherein’he ac- 
quaints me, that he had deftroyed 
the fettlements of Schohary and 
Stone Arabia, and laid wafte a great 
extent of country. He had feveral 
engagements with the enemy, in 
which he came off victorious. In 
one of them, near Stone Arabia, 
he killed a colonel Browne, a no- 
torious and active rebel, with about 
100 officers and men. 

1 have the pleafure to acquaint 
your lordthip, from fir John’s let- 
ter, that I have great reafon to 
hope, that many of the mifling will 
find their way to Ofwego or Niagra, 
as fome Indians and rangers, well 
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acquainted with the woods, are with 
them. I cannot finith without ex. 
~— to your lordhhip the perfeg 
atisfattion which I have from the 
zeal, {pirit, and activity, with which 
fir John Johnion has conducted this 
arduous enterprize. 

10. As the foot-boy belonging to 
gone Dawes, efq; near Canonbury. 

oufe, was opening the large fold. 
ing doors of the ftable-yard, in or. 
der to let out the carriage, in which 
was Mrs. Dawes, a guft of wind 
fuddenly blowing the doors toge, 
ther, jammed the poor youth with 
fuch violence, that he died imme. 
diately ; the carriage was likewife 
overfet. 

12. Awhale was driven on thore, 
and died in a cave fituated S,E, 
between Penlee and the Ramhead, 

13. Yetlerday the States-Gene- 
ral iffued letters of marque and re- 
prifals, againit the Englifh. 

Yefterday the feflions ended at the 
Old Bailey, when thirteen capital 
conviéts received fentence of death. 

15. A new mode of burglary has 
been of late adopted. The houles 
of meffrs. Barwick and Jeffop, at 
Waltham-abbey,and of MrHughes, 
at Hoddefdon, Herts, were laft week 
broke open and robbed of their 
plate, &c. by two perfons in a one 
horfe chair. 

St. Fames’s, Tuefday 16. It ape 
pears from accounts from the ifland 
of Jerfey, that the French, to the 
number of 800 and upwards, land- 
ed before day-break, on the 6th 
inftant, at the Bank du Violet : 

That, in their attempt to! 
one privateer and four tranfport 
veflels were wrecked upon the 
rocks, whereby upwards of 20 
men were loft : 

That the French general, baron 
de Rullecourt, marched acrofs 


~ ee 
country to the town of St. — Sy 
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‘wed the avenues of the town and 
: agelese made prifoner capt. 


Charlton of the artillery, and fent 
adetachment to feize the lieute- 
nant-governor : 

Thatthe lieutenant-governor had 
by fome means received informa- 
tion in time to difpatch two moffen- 
gers to the different ftations of the 
78th, 83d, and g5th regiments, and 
to the militia : 

That immediately afterwards the 
lieutenant-governor was taken pri- 
foner, and was carried to the French 
general, who was in the Court- 
houfe, who immediately propofed 
to him to fign terms of capitulation, 
on pain of firing the town, and put- 
ting the inhabitants to the fword, 
in cafe of refufal : 

That the lieutenant governor re- 
prefented, that, being a prifoner, 
he was deprived of all -authority, 
and that therefore his figning any 
capitulation, or pretending to 
give any orders, could be of no 
avail : 

That the general infifted how- 
ever; and the lieutenant-governor, 
to avoid the confequences, figned 
the capitulation : 

That Elizabeth Caftle was fum- 
moned to furrender, which capt. 
Aylward, who commanded there, 
peremptorily refufed ; and firing 
upon the French compelled them 
to retire : 

That in the mean time the king’s 
troops, under the command of ma- 
jor Pierfon, next in feniority to the 
lieutenant-governor, and capt. 
Campbell, and the militia of the 
land, aflembled upon the heights 
near the town; and, being required 
by the French general to conform 


to the capitulation, returned for 
anfwer, ‘That if the French did not 
lay down their arms, and furrender 
themfelves prifoners in twenty mi- 
hutes, they would be attacked : 
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That accordingly major Pierfon 
having made a very able difpofition 
of his majefty’s troops, they ruthed 
upon the en¢my with fuch vigour 
and impetaofity, that, in lefs than 
half an hour, the French general 
being mortally wounded, the offi- 
cer next in command to him defired 
the lieutenant-governor (who had 
been compelled by the French ge- 
neral to ftand clofe by him during 
the heat of the action, faying that 
he fhould thare his fate) to refume 
the government, and to accept their 
fubmiffion as prifoners of war : 

That major Pierfon, who com- 
manded the troops, was unfortu- 
nately killed in the moment of vic- 
tory. The lots of this young officer, 
whofe military abilities, which were 
fo remarkable upon this occafion, 
held out the higheft expeétations 
to his country, is moft fincerely la- 
mented by every officer and foldier, 
both of the regulars and militia, as 
well as by every inhabitant of the 
ifland. 

Captains Aylward and Mulcafter 
diftinguifhed themfelves in their 
undaunted and {pirited prefervation 
of Elizabeth Caftle ; and it was 
fortunate that fo able an officer as 
capt. Campbell, of the 83d regi- 
ment, who had before remarkably 
diftinguifhed himfelf, was the next 
to take the command after the lofs 
of major Pierfon. » 

The higheft commendations are 
given to the good conduct, brave- 
ry, and refolution of the officers 
and men, both of the regulars and 
militia. 

The following is a return of the 
killed and wounded of his majefty’s 
troops aud militia of the ifland, on 
the 6th of January. 

Of the regulars: 1 officer, tt 
rank and file, killed ; 35 rank and 
file wounded. 

N. B. Capt. Charlton, of th, 

roy+l 
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yoyal artillery wounded while pri- 
foner. 


Of the militia: 4 rank and file 
killed ; — 26 rank and file, 


wou . 
Names of the offwers killed and 
avounded. 


th reg. Major Francis Pierfon, 
5 itled. 


Eaft rez. Lieut. Godfrey, lieat. 
Aubin, enfign Poingnant, wound- 


ed. 

Mr. Tho. Lempriere, aid-de-camp, 

wounded. 

Mr. James Amice Lempriere, mer- 

chant, wounded. 

M. CORBET, Lieut. Gov. 

25. Yelterday lord Geo. Gordon 
was privately taken from the Tower 
to Wefimintter-hall, arraigned, and 
ordered to wre for trial on Mon- 
day the sth of February. 

_ 28. By a letter from Lewes in 
Suflex, it appears that there were 
more fhipping wrecked on that 
coatt, Jan. 26, than was ever before 
known in the memory of man. At 
Beam-Hide, a veflel, fuppofed to 
be a victualling floop, was dathed 
to pieces, and every perfon on 
board perifhed. Oppcefite New 
Haven Mill, a fmall veffel thared 
the fame fate, and every perfon on 
hoard perifthed. At Cuckmere, the 
Syren frigate and Race Horfe 
fchooner both went to pieces, but 
the crews were faved. A veffel at 
Crow Link and another at Berling 
were wrecked, the crews moflly 
perithed, 

The Syren was a fine frigate, built 
about a year and half ago, at New- 
caltle upon Tyne, and was fheathed 
with copper: the carried 170 men, 
mounted 32 guns, and failed with 
the ichooner as convoy to a {mall 
fleet from Spithead to the Downs ; 
bus moit of the merchantmen per. 
Ceiving their danger before the 
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commodore, they tacked and 

ed off. The frigate ftruck aboge 
two o’clock, and immediately fired 
feveral guns as fignals of diftrefs to 
the Race Horfe; but the wing 
wows a hurricane, they ftruck 
themfelves between three and four 
in the afternoon. The Sprightly 
cutter and a Dutch prize that were 
in company ~ ot 

o. The po y bringin 

Briftol mail yefterday morstegiieg 
Maidenhead, was ftopt between ; 
and 3 o’clock, by a fingle highway. 
man with a crape over his face, bes 
tween the sith and r2th mile. 
ftone, near to Cranford-Bridge, 
who prefented a piltol to him, and 
after making him alight, drove 
away the horfe and cart, which 
were found about feven o'clock 
this morning, in a meadow field 
near farmer Lott's at Twyford, 
when it appeared that the greateft 
part of the letters were taken out 


of the Bath and Briftol bag. 
FEBRUARY. 


Yarmouth, Feb. 1. ** Yefterday the 
noted Fall made his appearance to 
the north of this coaft, and has 
taken a number of colliers and 
coafters, among which are the fol- 
lowing, viz. the John, Pearfon, of 
Shields, ranfomed for 700 guineas; 
Smelt, Coxon, of ditto, ranfomed 
for 400 guineas; Fanny, Porter, of 
Yarmouth, rantomed for 300 gui- 
neas ; a {now for Shields, ranfomed 
for 400 guineas. This laft vellel 
engaged him near three hours, We 
til the mate was killed, and the 
captain and two men wounded. 
When the fhips left him he had 22 
ranfomers on board. ‘The Fly fails 
to-morrow in queit of him.” 

3. Hague, Fan. 26. ** The States 
General of the United Provinces 
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the Low Countries to all whom 


thefe prefents may come greeting : 

Be it known, that to encourage the 

inhabitants of thefe ftates, 

we have thought proper to notify, 

by thefe prefents, that whatever 

rfons fhall in the prefent war 

y fea become fo maimed as to be 

incapable to get their living, fhall 

receive the following fums accord- 
ing to their wounds : 

“* Firft, For the lofs of the two 
eyes 1500 florins ; for the lofs of one 
eye 350 florins; and for inferior 
wounds in thofeparts, fuch fums as 
the college of admiralty fhall think 
fit. 
«Secondly, For the lofsof the two 
arms 1500 florins; for the lofs of 
the right arm 4503 for that of the 
left 350; and for other inferior 
wounds in thofe parts, according to 
the above mentioned determina- 
tion. 

‘“« Thirdly, For the lofs of the two 
hands t2c0 florins; for that of the 
right hand 350; for that of the 


lett 300; and for other wounds in. 


thole parts, according to the above- 
mentioned determination. 

“Fourthly, For the lofs of the 
twolegs 700 florins; for the lofs of 
one leg 350; and for other wounds 
in thofe parts, according to the a- 
bove mentioned determination. 

“ Fifthly, For thelofsof the two 
feet 450 florins ; for the lofs of one 
foot 200; and for other wounds 
in thofe parts, according to the a- 
bove mentioned determination. 

“Or fuch wounded perfons as 
are entirely difabled from getting 
their living, thall inftead of the 
above receive a filver ducatoon per 
week during their lives, and 


all inferior wounds fhall be allow- 
ed in Proportion. 
"For which purpofe our publi- 
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cation fhal] be fent to the refpec- 
tive admiralties, and publihhed in 
all their diltriéts. 

** Done at the Hague, Jan. 12, 
1781.” 

5. Saturday night, about nine 
o’clock, John Harlow, efg. of Pe- 
tersheld, coming to town, was at- 
tacked near Claremont, the feat of 
lord Clive, near Efher, by two 
highwaymen, who robbed him of 
upwards of 2ol. 

6. Yefterday being the day ap- 
pointed for the trial of lord Geo. 
Gordon, the judges took their feats 
in the court of King’s Bench about 
eight o’clock. Great precautions 
were ufed to keep the court from 
being unreafonably crowded ; all 
the avenues to it were locked, and 
written directions were iffued by 
lord Mansfield, to the mafter of the 
crown-oflice, for the regulation of 
the proceedings. By this order, 
which was in the hand-writing of 
the chief juftice, the officers of the 
court were exprefsly commanded 
not to open the gate of Weitmin- 
fter hall, nor any other of the doors 
that lead to the court, till eight 
o’clock, at which time the court 
was appointed to fit. 

The judges on the trial were, 
lord Mansfield, Mr. juftice Willes, 
Mr juttice Afbhurft, and Mr. juf- 
tice Buller. The counfel for the 
profecution were, the attorney-ge- 
neral, the folicitor-general, Mr. 
Durning, Mr. Lee, Mr. Bearcroft, 


‘Mr. Howarth, and Mr. Norton. 


The counfei for the prifoner 
were Mr. Kenyon, and Mr. Er- 
fkine. Several alterations had been 
made in the court, for the better 
accommodation of the neceflary 
officers and people concerned in the 
trial. A box was made on the 


right hand of the judges bench, 
for 
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for the theriffs of Middlefex, and a 
lace on the right hand of the ju- 

*s box, for witneffes. 

Lord George was brought to the 
bar by the lieutenant of the Tower, 
about nine in the morning. He 
was drefled in black velvet. His 
lordfhip was perfectly compofed and 
colle&ed in his appearance. He 
tock his place on the right-hand of 
Mr. Erkine, in the middle of the 
fecond bench, commonly allotted to 
the counfe!, being permitted to fit 
during his trial. 

Mr. Norton, the youngeft counfel 
for the crown, opened the indié- 
ment in the ufval way, reciting the 
allegation. 

The atiorney-general then took 
up the caufe, entered into the na- 
ture and different kinds of treafon, 
mentioned the repeal of the penal- 
ties inflied by = acts formerly 
paffed again {t the Roman catholics, 
with the mifchiefs that enfued laf 
year on the petition prefented a- 
gaint the act containing a repeal, 
of which mifchiefs he rR sm 
Lord George Gordon as the author. 
His lordfhip, he faid, was the prefi- 
dent of the affociation. Hecalled by 
public advertifement 20,000 men 
together, and declared he would 


not prefent the petition without, 


that number ; tor he was in parlia- 
ment, and knew perhaps that with- 
out violence his ends could not be 
procured. He ordered them to 
come with blue cockades, thht he 
might know the extent of his force ; 
he arranged them into divifions ; 
he met them on the ground, and to 
infpire them with confidence, he 
told them ‘to recollect what the 
Scotch had done, and what they 
had gained by their enterprize and 
firmnefs ; | that he invited them 
to no danger which he was not will- 
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ing to fhare, and he would fy 
them in their attempts to the ha, 
zard of his life ; he would attend 
them, though he fhould be hanged 
on the galiows.” The . 
pers! confidered the whole of he 
ubfequent outrages as flowing from 
this caufe ; for a man who turns 
loofe a wild beaft, he faid, was an. 

{werable for all the murthers that 

the creature fhould commit, 

A variety of witnefles were exa- 
mined in fupport of the profecy, 
tion, and others on behalf of the 
prifoner. He was very ably defend. 
ed by his counfel, Mr. Kenyon and 
Mr. Ertkine. The latter {poke not 
only as a lawyer, but as an orator; 
as a man pleading in the moft for 
cible manner for a life that appear. 
ed as dear to him as his own. He 
communicated the paffions he felt 
to the hearts of his auditors in 
the moft powerful manner, and 
handled the crown lawyers very fe- 
verely, particularly the attorney- 
general. 

The folicitor general made an 
able reply, in which he defended 
the attorney -general. 

Lord Manstield then proceeded 
to fum up the evidence, in which 
he explained the law of treafon, 
and the nature of that kind of com 
ftructive treafon which was the 
fubjeét of confideration in this cafe. 

After which the jury withdrew, 
an officer was {worn to keep them, 
and in about twenty minutes they 
brought in the prifoner Not guilty, 
It was five o’clock on the Tuel- 
day morning, when the 
was brought in. 

Extra& of a Letter from an officer 
board the Royal Admiral Eaft-India- 
man, to bis friend in town, 
22d of Fuly, 1780, lat. 1%, Ihe 
north. long. 22°, 17's Let 
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« Let me now acquaint you 
with a circumftance, which though 
not unprecedented, yet 1s one of 
thofe inftances that clearly evince 
what a degree of exertion the fe- 
male mind is capable of, acting 
under the influence of any particu- 

on. 
on pe young perfon of the age of 
feventeen, entered on board our 
fhip at Deptford, as an ordinary 
feamen, under the name of George 
Thompfon, who performed all the 
duties of his ftation with remark- 
able fteadinefs and dexterity, and 
would perhaps have remained un- 
difcovered the reft of the voyage, 
had not the following circumftance 
ledtothedifcovery A theft having 
been committed on board, a gene- 
ral fearch was the confequence: on 
examining Thompfon’s cheft, there 
was found women’s apparel. pon 
this the officer on duty concluded he 
matt have ftolen them when on fhore, 
and therefore ordered him three 
dozen lafhes. When they attempted 
enforcing the punifhment, he burft 
into tears, folemnly protefted his 
innocence, and befought mercy : 
the officer continued inflexible. 

When intreaty was found vain, 
with much relu€tance, the acknow- 
ledged her fex. Judge what aito- 
nifhment pervaded the mind of 
every one on board, who little ex- 
om to find in the perfon of 

eorge Thompfon, -a bloomin 

outhful girl. Being seitiioned 

by the captain who fhe was, and 
what could have induced her to 
take fo extraordinary a ftep, the re- 
o, her name was Margaret 

hompfon ; the had left her un- 
cle, who lives in Northumberland- 

et, to fee her fweetheart, who 
quitted England three years fince, 
and is now refident at Bombay. The 
yefolation with which the perform- 
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ed the moft arduous tafks, mount- 
ing aloft with amazing intrepidity 
in the midft of danger, even when 
the moft experienced feamen ap- 
peared daunted, aftonifhed every 
one : her patience and perfever- 
ance, during five months hard la- 
bour, can be equalled only by her 
fortitude in the attempt.” 

Extral of a Letter from Bruffels, 

an. 23. 

‘¢ About a fortnight fince the 
bifhop of Ofnaburgh refided a few 
days in this city. The prince Sta- 
remberg, the temporary governor 
of the o Countries, entertained 
his royal highne’s with fingular at- 
tention and magnificence. The 
fplendid hofpitality of the duke 
Pasecbod was fully exerted to do 
him honour ; and the duchefs d’Ur- 
rel received him to a moft elegant 
fupper, at her hotel, while the reit 
of the firft nobility expreffed their 
regret, that the thortnefs of his 
royal highnefs’s ftay would not give 
them an opportunity of fhowin 
him that refpeét which his rank an 
merit would have received from 
them. At Antwerp, the prince 
dined with M. Prioli, the moft emi- 
nent and wealthy merchant of that 
city, who {pared no coft to give his 
royal gueft a fuitable reception. 
At Mechlin, the cardinal archbj- 
fhop received him with great {plen- 
dor, and has fince teitified his ap- 
probation of the demeanor and cha- 
racter of the young prince. From 
thence his royal highnefs proceeded 
to the duke d’Aurenberg’s Cha- 
teau, near Louvaine, where aFrench 
comedy was performed by feveral of 
the nobility, for his amufement. 
On the following day he proceed- 
ed on his route for Germany, leav- 
ing in thefe countries the moft pleaf- 
ing impreffions of his c 
accomplishments.” 5 
, 9» Yelterday 
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g. Yefterday morning, about five 
o'clock, a8 a waggon was going 
through Newington-Butts, guard- 
ed by the father of the driver, who 
Jay concealed in the wagner, three 
footpads attacked the driver: the 
old man dire@ly fired, and killed 
one of the villains, on which the 
two furvivors feized the young man, 
and, in fight of h+ father, dragged 
him under the broad wheel of the 
waggon, when they drove the hor- 
fes on, which crufhed him inftantly 
to death. The father jumped out 
of the waggon and tock one of the 
villains, but the other efcaped. 
Extrad of a Letter from an officer on 

board the Prothee man of war, to 

his father in London, dated Crook- 

haven, Ireland, Jan. 13, 1781. 

** On the 28th of November, we 
difcovered a moft daring and can- 
gerous mutiny on board the Pro- 
thee, the Irifh failors having en- 
gaged themfelves in a fcheme to 
murder the captain and officers, and 
all the Englith, to take pofleffion 
of the fhip, and run away from the 
fleet in the night ; which, had their 
intentions been fuccefsful, they 
might eafily have done, the Prothee 
being a very fift failing thip. They 
were over-heard talking of their 
ficheme, by fome of the thip’s com- 
pany, who informed the officers of 
their danger; and the perfon to 
whom they intended giving the 
command of the thip, with fix or 
feven of the principal mutineers, 
were immediately fecured in irons. 
‘The remainder were terrified when 
they found their plot difcovered, 
and never offered to make the leaft 
refiftance, though it was fufpected 
they would, and we all lay that 
night with loaded piftols in our 
beds, ready to turn out at a mo- 
ment’s warning ; but every thing 
remained very quiet, and on the 
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morning of the 9th, all hands be. 
ing ordered on the quarter deck, 
every man was examined by the 
captain to what he knew of the 
mutiny. Having taken their depo- 
fitions, fourteen of the principal 
mutineers were fent on board the 
Commodore, to be difperfed in the 
fleet as he thought proper, for fe. 
curity, fince which nothing mate- 
rial has happened on board,” 

1z. A few weeks fince died, at 
Poplar, Mrs, Mary Eatt, aged 68 ; 
this perfon, while living, was fo 
extraordinary a chara@ter, that the 
© for a man thirty-five years, 
cept a public-houfe, ferved all the 
offices of the parifh, and attended 
Weftminfter-hall and the Old-Bai- 
ley asajuryman, &c. Having ac- 
bei a handfome fortune (3000l.) 

e retired from bufinefs, and liv- 
ed at Poplar till her death as above. 
Her fortune fhe has left to her 
friend in twe country, and a young 
woman who lived with her as a fer- 
vant, except 10]. a year to the 
poor of Poplar, amg to a working 
gardener, and her gold watch to 
Mr. Curry, a diftiller at Poplar. 

13. On Sunday evening Mr. 
Akerman, having difcovered that 
{pring-faws had been conveyed in- 
to the cells of Newgate, where 
there were 21 prifoners under fen- 
tence of death, went intothe cells, 
where he found that Patrick Mae 
dan, John Bailey, and William 
Cheatham, conviéted of fhoplifte 
ing; Jofeph Caddy and Charles 
Shepherd, of burglary, and Wil- 
liam Thomfon, alias Bennett, and 
John Henley, of highway robbery, 
had fawed their irons afunder, and 
artfully cemented the fracture over, 
fo that it could not be feen at firl 
view. Mr. Akerman fecured one 
one of thefe daring offenders, an 
got from them: three fpring = 
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and a brace of piftols. The lat- 
ter were loaded almoft up to the 
muzzle, and it has fince been found 
out that the defign ol the prifoners 
was, toceme down into the prefs- 
vard with their irons on (at the time 
they areallowed to air themfelves) 
and inftantly to {hake them off, and 
make a defperate effort to matler the 
turnkey, and effect their efcape. 
Yellerday morning, about three 
o'clock, a fire broke out at a junk 
warehoufe, at King Edward’s ftairs, 

Wapping, w hich confumed the 

fame, with the ftock in trade, and 

burnt down to the Star-brewhoufe. 

It is computed that ic coniumed be- 

tween twenty and thirty houfes be- 

fore it could be got under, the 
wind blowing very hard, and no 
water to be got for fome time. Se- 
veral other houfes were damaged, 
as were fome of the fhipping moor- 
ed near the flairs. 

is. Yelterday capt. King of the 

Difcovery, who fucceeded captain 

Gore {advanced to the command 

of the Refolution on the death of 

capt. Clarke) was prefented to his 
majelty at the levee by the lord in 
waiting accompanied by Mr. Banks, 
and was moft gracioufly received. 

Captain King at the fame time had 

the honour to prefent to his majeity 

the journals kept on board the Dil- 

covery, in their voyage to the north 

eaft extremity of Alia, from the time 
that he fucceeded to the command, 
ull their arrival in England. 
Whitehall, Feb. 17. By the An- 

telope pacquet, which failed from 
Charleftown the 18th of January, 
defpatches have been received from 
earl Cornwallis, major general Lef- 
lic, and lieutenant colonel Balfour, 
of which the following are extracts 
and copies, 

Extra& of a Letter from Earl Corn- 
ewallis to Lord George Germain, one 
of A ly’s principal fecrctaries 

1781. 


CURRENCE S. 


(17) 


of fate, dated at Wynnehorough, 

Dec. 18, 17%0. 

As your lordfhip will doubtlefs be 
gladtohear, by every fafe opportu- 
nity, the ttate of affairs in the fouth- 
ern difirit, 1 have the honour of 
tranfmitting to you a copy of my let 
ter to the commanderinchief on the 
3d of this month. As this letter ex- 
plains fuily our paft operations, and 
prefent fituation, I have only toadd, 
that major general Leflie is fafely ar- 
rived,with his whole fleet atCharlef- 
town. 

Extra& of a Letter from Earl Corz- 
avallis to Sir Henry Clivton, dated 
Clamp at Wynnefoorough, Dec. 3» 
1750. 

I hac the honour to inform your 
excellency, that major Fergufon 
had taken infinite pains with fome 
of the militia of Ninety-fix. He 
obtained my permiffion to make an 
incurfion into Tryon county, whilft 
the ficknefs of my army prevented 
my moving. As he had only mi- 
litia and the fmall remains of his 
own corps, without baggage or ar- 
tillery, and as he promifed tocome 
back if he heard of any fupernor 
force, I thought it could do no 
harm, and might help to keepalive 
the {pirits of our friends in North 
Carolina, which might be damped 
by the flownefs of our motions, 
The event proved unfortunate, 
without any fault of major Fergu- 

fon’s. A numerous and unexpect- 
ed enemy came from the moun- 
tains. Asthey had good horfes their 
movements were rapid: major Fer- 
gufon was tempted to ftay near the 
mountains longer than he intend- 
ed, in hopes ot cutting off colonel 
Clarke on his return from Geor- 
gia. He was not aware that the 
enemy were fo near him; and in 
endeavouring to execute my orders 
of pafiing the Catawaba and joining 
me at Charlotte town, he Was attack- 
(B) ed 
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ed by avery faperior force, and to- 
tally defeated on King’s-mountain. 
Wynneiborough, my prefent po- 
fition, is an healthy fpot, well f- 
tuated co prute the greatelt part 
of the northern frontier, and to 
afit Camden and Ninety-fix. 
Sumpter having paffed the Broad- 
river, and joined Branan, Clarke, 
&c. I detached major M‘Arthur 
with the rf battalion of the 711ft 
and 63d regiment, after having 
fent my aid-de-camp, heutenant 
Money, to take the command of it, 
to Brierly’s ferry, on Broad-river, 
in order to cover our mills, and to 
ive fome check to the enemy’s 
march to Ninety-fix. Atth¢ fame 
time I recalled lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton from the low country. 
Tarleton was fo fortunate as to pafs 
not only the Wateree, but the 
Broad-river, without general Sump- 
ter’s being apprifed of it, who hav- 
ing increafed his corps to one thou- 
fand, had pafled the Ennoree, and 
was on the point of attacking our 
hundred militia at William’s houfe, 
fifteen miles from Ninety-fix, and 
where I believe he would not have 
met with much refiltance. Lieu- 
tenant colonel Tarleton would have 
furprifed him on the fouth of En- 
norce, had not a deferter of the 
63d given notice of his march: he 
however cut to pieces his rear- 
guard in paffing that river, and 
purfued his main body with fuch 
rapidity, that he could not fafely 
pafs the Tyger, and was obliged to 
halt on a very itrong pofition, ata 
place called Black Stocks, clofe to 
it. Tarleton had with him only 
his cavalry and the 63d mounted, 
his infantry and a three-pounder 
being feveral miles behind him. 
The enemy not being able ta re- 
treat with fafety, and being inform- 
ed of Tarleton’s approach and want 
of infantsy, by a woman who paf- 
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fed him on the march, and op, 
trived by a nearer road to get to 
them, were encouraged by their 
great fuperiority of numbers, and 
began to fire on the 63d, who were 
difmounted. Lieutenant - colone| 
Tarleton, to fave them from conf. 
derable lofs, was obliged to attack 

although at fome hazard, and drove 
the enemy with lofs over the river: 
Sumpter was dangeroufly wounded. 
three of their sea. killed and 
about 120 men killed, wounded 

or taken. On our fide about fifty 
were killed and wounded, Liev. 
tenants Gibfon and Cope, of the 
63d, were amongft the former, and 
my aid-du-camp, lieutenant Mo. 
ney, who was a moft promifing off- 
cer, died of his wounds a few days 
after. Lieutenant-colonel Tarle. 
ton, as foon as he had taken care of 
his wounded, purfued and difper. 
fed the remaining part of Sump- 
ter’s corps; and then, having af- 
fembled fome militia under Mr, 

Cunningham, whom I appointed 

brigadier-general of the militia of 
that diftrict, and who has by far the 

greateft influence in that country, 

he returned to the Broad river, 

where he at prefent remains, as well 

as major M‘Arthur, in the neigh- 

bourhood of Berkeley’s-ferry. 

It is no teafy for lieutenant-co- 
lone! Tarleton to add to the repu- 
tation he has acquired in this pros 
vince; but the defeating 1000 men, 
potted on very ftrong ground, and 
occupying log-houfes, with 1goa- 
valry, and eighty infantry, 18 
proof of that fpirit and thofe ta- 
lents, which mutt reader the moh 
effential fervices to his country. 
Lieutenant-colonel! ‘l'arleton com. 
mends much the good behaviour 
the officers and men under his com- 
mand: and he particularly mea 
tions lieutenant Skinner, of the 10% 
regiment of infantry, who does du- 
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with the lene as having dif- 

tinguifhed himfelf. 

Extra of a Letter from Major-general 
Leflieto LordGeorge Germain,dated 
Charlehown, December 19, 1780. 

I did myfelf the honour of writ- 
ing to your lord(hip, at fea, on 
board his majefty’s fhip the Romu- 
lus, the 27th ult, From hard 
gales, and contrary winds, we did 
not get here before the 13th curt. 
The troops are all arrived in great 
health: we met with no lofs ex- 
cept our horfes. Commodore Gay- 
ton paid the greatett attention in 
keeping his feet together, and dif- 
pofing of his light armed veffels for 
the protection of the tranfports. I 
found orders kere to march up the 
country, with about 1530 men, to 
join lord Cornwallis as toon as pof- 
fible: the want of hories and wag- 
gons prevented me proceeding on 
my march until this day. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieut. Col, Bal- 
four, Commandant at Charlefiown, 
io Lord George Germain, dated 
Charlefowa, Fan. i6, 1781. 

My lord, * 

T am honoured with lord Corn- 
wallis’s directions to addrefs myfelf 
to your lordthip, during his ab- 
fence from this province, and to 
have the honour of informing your 
lordhip, from time to time, of the 
flate of the army, and the fituation 
of affairs here. 

By the lait defpatches from lord 
Cornwallis, which were dated the 
1th init, the army was then in 
motion, and advancing towards 
North Carolina, fo that his lord- 
fhip would reach Bullock Creek, 
between the Catawaba and Broad 
Rivers, by the 16th; to which I 
am happy to add, that the troops 
under his command were, at that 
time, in the higheft health. 

Uhe lateft accounts of the ene- 
my inform us, that general Green, 
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with his army, is at Haly’s ferry, 
on the eaitern banks of the Pedee. 

In order to co-operate with lord 
Cornwallis’s views on Cape Fear, 
and to afford provifions and other 
fupplies for his army, a fmall force 
of about 300 men, under major 
Craig, of the S2d regiment, will 
fail from hence with the pacquet. 
Capt. Barkley in the Blonde, with 
the Delight and Otter {loops of war, 
will convoy this corps, and will co- 
operate with the troops on this expe- 
dition, which, I trutt, will be fuc- 
cefstul, and give us poffeffion of 
Wilmington, and of this very ef- 
fential communication. 

It is with pleafure I inform your 
lordihip, that many of the princi- 
pal inhabitants of the province, 
and fome who held the chief offi- 
ces under the late rebel powers, 
have reverted to their loyalty, and 
declared their allegiance to his ma- 
jefty’s government. 

I have alfo the fatisfa&tion to ace 
quaint your Jordthip, that major 
Rofs and capt. Broderick are ar- 
rived with the defpatches; and as 
the former gentleman has men- 
tioned to me your lordfhip’s great 
anxiety to receive frequent infor- 
mation from hence, and as there 
has of Jate been no eligible convey- 
ance, I have, from thefe motives, 
taken upon me tochange the courfe 
of the pacquet, by fending her di- 
rectly home; to which I have been 
the rather induced, as a thip of 
war is fhortly to fail for New York, 
and will take with her the com- 
mander in chief’s defpatches, and 
the mail for that place. . 

Capt. Mallom, of the 63d regi- 
met, an officer of merit, and who 
is returning to Europe, for the re- 
covery of his health, has lord Corn- 
wallis’s direétions to deliver thisdef- 


patch totyour lordthip. 1am, &€s 
H. BALFOUR. 
(B 2) Whiteball, 
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Whiteball, Feb. 20, 1781. 

Extra of a Letter from Sir Henry 

Clinton to Lord George Germain, 

one of bis Majefty’s principal Secre- 

saries of State, received this Morn- 

ing by Lientenant Sir William 

Tewy/den, avho arrived in the Gran- 

tham Pacquet, which failed from 

Sandy- Hook the 29th of laft Month. 

On the 3d inftant it was report- 
ed to me, that onthe ift the Pen- 
fylvania line had revolted. The 
particulars, as far as I have been 
able to afcertain them, and the fteps 
I took in confequence, are contain- 
ed in the journal, which | have the 
honour to enclofe. My offers reach- 
ed them on the 6th, together with 
a declaration of the admiral’s and 
mine, as commiffioners. ‘They ad- 
mitted two of their generals to a 
conference on the 7th: their de- 
mands were pay, arrears of pay, 
the depreciation of money made up 
to them according to the different 
periods, and their difcharges from 
farther fervice. I had no reafon to 
fuppote they intended joining us ; 
nor was it poflible to fay what mea- 
fures they meant to purfue, until 
they removed at adiltance from us, 
and delivered over two of our mef- 
fengers to congrefs. On the sth, 
notwithitanding the feafon was fo 
far advanced, | made a movement 
with the elite of the army to Staten 
ifland, in which fituation, with the 
afliftance given me by the vice-ad- 
miral, of a fhip of war and a num- 
ber of boats to co-operate with the 
army, I was ready to act as circum- 
ftances might make neceflary : but 
until I nad fome certain informa. 
tion refpecting their intentions or 
wifhes, 1t would have been very im- 
prudent for me to have done any 
thing more than favour the revolt, 
and offer an afylum ; for any ftep 
farther might have re-united them 
to their oppreflors. On the 17th 
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I received, by the return of two of 
my meffengers, the enclofed print. 
ed papers, by which I plainly faw 
that there was an appearance of an 
accommodation. therefore re. 
turned from Staten ifland; and the 
general officer I left in the com. 
mand there reporting to me, that 
the troops fuffered much from the 
inclemency of the weather, and 
that their ftate in fa& might be 
termed a continual picquet, I or- 
dered them to return to their huts — 
on Long-ifland. 

It is impoffible at prefent to fay in 
what manneg, or how {foon, this buf. 
nefs will be fettled: it is generally 
thought congrefs cannot fatisfy the 
demands of the revolters, and it 
is probable, therefore, they may 
attempt to force them : if they do, 
thefe people can ftill fall back up. 
on us, as there is no force in the 
Jerfeys to prevent them, nor any 
rivers to-pafs but that at South Am- 
boy, which our fhips can command, 

General Wafhington has not 
moved a man from his army as yet; 
and as itis probable their demands 
are nearly the fame with the Penn- 
fylvania line, it is not thought 
likely that he will. I am, how- 
ever, in a fituation co avail myfelf 
of favourable events—but to fiir 
before they offer might mar all. 

1 have received no certain intel- 
ligence from the fouthward fince 
my lait, but I make no doubt that 
general Leflie has joined lord Corn- 
wallis, and and I expeét every hour 
to hear that the rebels have quitted 
the Carolinas; more efpecially as 
brigadier-general Arnold arrived in 
the Chefapeak on the 2d. Rebel 
reports fay he has reached Rich- 
mond, the capital of Virginia. 

There is every reafon to fuppofe 
that Ethan Allen has quitted the 
rebel caufe. 


Lieutenant Sir William Twyl 
den, 
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den, of the Royal Fafileers, who 
has requefted my permiffion to re- 
turn to Europe on his own private 
affairs, will have the honour of de- 
livering my difpatches. I beg leave 
to refer your lordfhip to him for 
farther particulars, particularly with 
regard to the operations to the 


fouthward. 
Nor JOURNAL. 

On the firft of January, 1781, 
the troops hutted at Morris-town, 
having bes for fome time much 
difflatisfied, turned out, in number 
about 1300, declaring they would 
ferve no longer unlefs their griev- 
ances were redrefled, as they had 
not received either pay, cloathing, 
or provifions. A riot enfued, in 
which an officer was killed, and 
four wounded ; the infurgents had 
five or fix wounded. 

They then collected the artillery, 
ftores, provifions, waggons, &c. 
marched out of camp, and pafled by 
general Wayne’s quarters, who fent 
a meflage to them, requefting them 
to defift, or the confequences would 
prove fatal: they refufed, and pro- 
ceeded on their march till evening, 
when they took poft on an advan- 
tageous piece of ground, and.eleé&- 
ed officers from amongft themfelves 
appointing a ferjeant-major, who 
was a Britifh deferter, to command 
them,with therank of major general. 

On the 2d they marched to Mid- 
dlebrook, and on the third to 
Prince-town. 


On the 3d a meffage was fent 


them, by the officers from the camp, ’ 


defiring to know their intentions, 
which they refufed to receive. A 
flag of truce was fent ; to which 
fome anfwered, that they had ferved 
three years againft their inclina- 
tions, and would ferve no longer ; 
others faid they would not return, un- 


“ 


lefs their grievances were redrefied. 
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The firft information the com- 
mander in chief received of this 
was on the morning of the 3d of 
January, in confequence of which 
a large corps was ordered to hold 
themifelves in readinefs to move on 
the fhorteft notice. 

On the 4th three perfons were 
fent out from hence to them with 
propofals to the following purport : 
** To be taken under the protection 
of the Britith government, to have 
a free pardon for all former of- 
fences, and the pay due to them 
from Congrefs, faithfully paid them, 
without any expectation of military 
fervice (except it might be volun- 
tary) upon condition of laying down 
their arms, and returning to their 
allegiance.” It was alfo recom- 
mended to them to move beyond 
the South river ; and they were af- 
fured a body of Britith troops thould 
be ready to protect them whenever 
they defired it. The inability of 
Congrefs to fatisfy their juit de- 
mands, as well as the feverity with 
which they would be treated, thould 
they return to their former fervi- 
tude, was pointed out to them. 
They were defired to fend perfons 
to Amboy, to meet others from us, 
in order to treat farther. 

The corps ordered to be in rea- 
dinefs pafied to Staten ifland, on 
the sth, where they were cantoned 
in readinefs to move. 

The infurgents have taken pot 
at Prince- Town, frequent meflages 
and propofals to the fame effect 
were fent out; but the militia of 
Jerfey having been affembled foon 
after the meeting, they kept fuch 
ftri€t watch on the coaft, and on the 
roads leading to Prince-Town, that 
the utmoft dificalty attended com- 
municating with them, or receiv- 
ing intelligence. 

The infurgents remainedat Prince- 
(B 3) Town 



















































Town until the gms during which 
time propofals, No, 2, were print- 
ed and diftributed among them, 
and a committee of Congrefs fent 
to treat with them, of which ge- 
neral Sullivan, Mr. Mathews, Mr. 
Arlee, and Dr. Witherfpoon, were 
members. 

On the gth they moved to Tren- 
ton, and on the roth gave the an- 
fwer, No. 3, from their board, com- 
pofed of ferjeants. By the laft ac- 
counts they {till remain at Tren- 
ton ; and although Congrefs have 
difcharged fome of them, they ftill 
refufe to quit the town until the 
whole are tettled with for all their 
demands. 

The name of the infurgent who 
commands them is Williams. 

No. 1. Propofals made to the non-com- 
miffioued officers and foldiers of the 
Penfylvania line, at Prince-Towan, 
Fan. 7, 3781. 

Hisexcellency Jofeph Read, Efq; 
prefident, and the hon. brigadier- 
oe Porter, of the council of 

enfylvania, having heard the com- 
plaints of the foldiers, as repre- 
fented by the ferjeants,informthem, 
that they are fully authorifed to 
redre{s reafonable grievances, and 
they have the fullett difpofition to 
make them as eafy as poflible ; for 
which end they propofe, 

1. That no non-commifiioned of- 
ficer or foldier fhall be detained be- 
yond the time for which he freely 
and voluntarily engaged; but where 
they appear to have been in any re- 
fpect compelled to enter or fign, 
fuch enliltment to be deemed void, 
and the foldier difcharged. 

2. To fettle who are and who are 
not to be bound to flay, three per- 
fons to be appoinzed by the prefi- 
dent of the council, who are to 
examine into the terms of enlift- 
ment ; where the original enlift- 
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ments cannot be found, the foldiep’s 
oath to be admitted to prove the 
time and terms of enliftment, and 
the foldier to be difcharged upon 
his oath of the condition of the en. 
liftment. 

3. Wherever any foldier has ep. 
lifted for three years, or during the 
war, he is to be difcharged, unlefs 
he fhall appear afterwards to have 
re-enlifted voluntarily and freely, 
The gratuity of 100 dollars given 
by congrefs not to be reckoned as 
a bounty, or any man detained in 
confequence of that gratuity, The 
commiflioners to be eer 
the prefident and council, to adju 
any difficulties which may arife on 
this article alfo. 

4- The auditors to attend as foon 
as poffible to fettle the depreciation 
with the foldiers, and give them 
certificates, Their arrearages of 
pay to be made up as foon as cit. 
cumftances wil! admit. 

. A pair of thoes, over-alls, and 
fhirt, will be delivered to each fol- 
dier in a few days, as they are al- 
ready purchafed, and ready to be 
fent forward whenever the line hhall 
be fettled. Thofe who are difcharg- 
ed to receive the above articles at 
Trenton, producing the general's 
difcharge, 

The governor hopes that no fal- 
dier of the Penfylvania line will 
break his bargain, or go from the 
contrat made with the public, and 
they may depend upon it, that the 
utmoft care will be taken to furnifh 
them with every neceilary — 
for a foldier. The governor W 
recommend to the {late to take fome 
favourable notice of thofe who ¢t- 
gaged for the war. 

The commiffioners will attend at 
Trenton when the clothing and the 
ftores will be immediately brought, 


and the regiments will be fertled 
¢ regim bo 
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withuut their order. A field officer 
of each regiment to attend during 
the fettlement of his regiment. 


Purfuant to general Wayne's 
orders of the 2d int. no man to be 
brought to any trial or cenfure for 
what has happened on or fince 
New-Year’s es but all matters 


be buried in oblivion. 
" JOS. REED. 


JAS. POTTER. 
Trenton, Jan. 10, 1781. His 
excellency’s propofals being com- 
municated to the different regi- 
ments at troop-beating this morn- 
ing, January 1, 178t. : 
They do voluntarily agree in 
conjunétion, that all the foldiers 
who were enlifted for the term of 
three years, or during the war, ex- 
cepting thofe whofe terms of enlift- 
ment are not expired, ougbt to be 
difcharged immediately, with as lit- 
tle delay as circumitances will al- 
low, except fuch foldiers who have 
voluntarily re-enlifted. In cafe that 
any foldier fhould difpute, his en- 
liftment is to be fettled by a com- 
mittee and the foldier’s oath. ‘The 
remainder of his excellency’s and 
the honourable board of committee’s 
propoial is founded upon honour 
and juftice; but in regard to the 
honourabie board fetting forth, 
that there will be appointed three 
perfons to fit as a committee to re- 
drefs our grievances; it is therefore 
the general demand of the line and 
the board of ferjeants, that we thall 
appoint as many members as of the 
Oppolite, to fit as a committee to 
determine jointly upon oar unhap- 
py affairs. As the path we tread 
is juitice, and our footiteps founded 
upon honour, therefore we unani- 
moutly do agree, that there fhould 
be fomething done towards a {peedy 
redrefs of our prefent grievances. 
Signed, by order of the board, 
W. BOWZER, Sec. 
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Purfuant to your excellency’s de- 
mand concerning the two emiflaries 
from the Britith, the board of com- 
mittee refolved, that thofe men 
fhould be delivered up tothe fu- 
preme authority, in order to fhow 
that we would remove every doubt 
of fufpicion and jealoufy. 

Alfo that the men may difperfe 
upon being difcharged and deliver- 
ing up theirarms, &c, 

Signed by the board, in the 
Prefident’s abfence, 

DANIEL CONNEL, member. 

Trenton, Jan. 10, 1781. 

Sir William Twifden, who did 
not fail for Sandy-Hook till the 
2oth, was informed before his de- 
parture by Sir Henry Clinton, that 
the revolted troops ftill remained 
at ‘Trenton, and were intrenchine 
themfelves there; and that the 
New Jerfey brigade had alfo re- 
volted for the fame reafons as the 
others, and were marching towards 
Elizabeth Town; and major cene- 
ral Robertfon was ordered to Staten 
Ifland upon that occafion. 

21. Yelterday advice was re- 
ceived that the Atlas, a French 
man of war of 64 guns, had been 
loft in the late itorm, and every 
perfon on board had perifhed. ‘I'he 
Atlas, with three other fhips of the 
line, failed from Brett, and were 
cruifing to the weltward, in hopes 
of meeting with the homeward- 
bound Eait-Indiamen, when they 
met with a violent gale of wind, 
which difmatted two of them; one 
was driven on fhore, and was, with 
the greatett difficulty, after throw. 
ing her guns, overyboard, got off ; 
the Atlas went immediately down. 

22. Yellerday was oblerved 
throughout the |:ingdom as a gene- 
ral fatt. 

The following letter, giving an 
authentic account of the lofs of the 
General Barker Eaft-lndiaman, was 
(3 4) received 
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received yefterday at the Eaft-India 
houfe from the poft-ofiice. 
Harwich, Feb. 20. 
Yo ANTHONY ‘ODD, £/. 
SIR, 

As the lofs of the General Barker 
Eaft-Indiaman is not known with 
certainty by thofe concerned: Iam 
forry to fend a confirmation, which 
I have fiom captain P. Baggot, of 
the earl of Belborough packet. 
The Eaft-Indiaman was on thore 
between Scheveling and Catwyck : 
the crew are all fate but taken pri- 
foners: the fhip isentirely difmalt- 
ed and wrecked. 

I am, your humble fervant, 
CHARLES'COX, agent. 
Exira& of a letter from Dumfries, 
Feb. 1. 

“© 23. On Sunday night laft it 
began to blow a flrong gale of wind, 
accompanied with rain, which con- 
tinued without intermiffion, tll 
Sunday night at twelve o’clock. 
The violence of the wind, from 
the fouth weit, oceafioned the high- 
eft tide in the River Nith on Sun- 
day that has been remembered thefe 
thirty years. Near 600 acres of 
arable land, in the parifh of Car- 
lJaverock, were laid many feet under 
water; the fences totally deftroy- 
ed, and {everal acres entirely {wept 
away. Five men who went into 
the tide to fave their cattle, got 
out with great difficulty; they lof 
feveral of their fheep. The River 
Annan has made a pafflage by the 
weit end of Annan bridge ; and the 
bridge over the River Line, be- 
twixt Annan and Long Town, is 
entirely {wept away, both on the 
military road, which prevented the 
arrival of the London poft ycfer- 
day tll fix o’clock at night.” 

24. Thurfday night about twelve 
o’clock, James Pearce, one of the 
toll collectors at Colnebrook turne 
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pike, was inhumanly murdered, 


by fome perfon or perfons unknown 
in the turnpike houfe, by beating 
out his brains and one of his eyes 
with a poker. 

A meiancholy accident happened 
a few days ago at Blueeitreet, near 
Penhill, Surrey. At night ag 
Thomas Squire, his wife, and mo. 
ther, were going to bed, they 
lighted a bratier of charcoal in the 
room where they lay, on acconnr 
of the extreme coldnefs of the wea. 
ther, by which, itis fuppofed, they 
were all fuffocated,- being all three 
found next morning dead in their 
beds. What renders it more me. 
lancholy, the wife was far advanced 
in her pregnancy, and expeCed to 
lie-in in a very few days. 

z7. Letters from Gdafgow, Paif- 
ley, Dunbar, Montrofe, Brechin, 
and almoft every town and village 
in Scotland, give accounts of rejoice 
ings and illuminations on receiving 
the news of lord G Gordon’s ac: 
quittal, which were conducted with 
decency and good order. 

28. This day the feflions at the 
Old Bailey ended, when the fol- 
lowing conviéts received fentence of 
death, viz. William Ruffel, John 
Lamb, Henry Webber, Ebenezer 
Hancup, for different highway- 
robberies; Jane Vincent, for rdb- 
bing Anne Evers in a houfe in 
Lukener’s-lane, where fhe was fent 
for under pretence of wanting a 
midwife, but when fhe came there 
fhe found herfelf in the hands of 
rufians, who {tript ‘her of all the 
had valuable about her; Catherine 
Dicks, for perfonating the next of 
kin to Richard Wallifter, deceafed, 
late a feamen on board the navy, 
taking a falfe oath, in order to re 
ceive the wages of the faid Wal- 
lifter ; and Th. Dicks, for incitin 
her to take the faid oath; 
Sufannah 
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Sufannah Steward, for ftealing 


gods to a confiderable amount 
-_ William Turner, to whom 
the had been fervant only feven 


days. 
MARC H. 


2, Lat night the delegates at 
Serjeants-Inn-Hall, after hearing 
Mr. Dunning, Mr. Bearcroft, and 
Dg Harris, tet afide the decree of 
the late Sir George Hay which 
confirmed the legality of the mar- 
riage abroad of Mr. Morris with 
Miis Harford, and referred the 
parties to the commons to go on in 
the proceedings. ‘Ihe court broke 
up at nine o’clock, and the com- 
miflion was diflolved, 

On Tuefday laft a moft violent 
form of wind broke from W. N, 
W. and did confiderable damage to 
the fhipping. It was feverely felt 
at Spithead, where the Portland of 
f° guns loft her mizen malt; the 

rothee of 64 guns, and Latham 
outward-bound Indiamen, drove 
ahhore, but got off. Several other 
hips received confiderable damage, 
and fome were loft along the coaft. 

At Blundworth, in Hamphhire, 
the violence of the ftorm was dread- 
ful. In lefs than three hours fcarcely 
a houfe but what was ftript of its tiles 
and thatch; three houfes were 
blown down, and not a tree of any 
fize left ftanding in the neighbour- 
hood. For ten miles round few 
houfes efcaped without damage, 
more or lefs, 

The following account of the lofs 
ofthe General Barker Eaft India- 
man feems to be authentic, * In 
the hard gale of wind which came 
on between 11 and 12 at night on 
the 12th of February, we parted 


With three cables a-head, and foon 
after lot every anchor and cable we 
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had. The following day we fired 
feveral fignals of diftrefs, but could 
get no affiltance. We were at lat 
drifted againit the Kentifh Knock, 
were we lay for fix hours; by the 
help of a ttrong tide we got off in 
the evening, but not without the 
lofs of all our boats, and cutting 
away our main and mizen matts, 
The gale continuing on the 15th, 
we were driven on fhore on the 
coaft of Holland, in which dread- 
ful fituation we remained all night, 
expecting every moment to be our 
lait, and in which horrid fufpence 
15 of the crew actually perithed. 
In the morning the Datch very 
humanely came out to our affiftance, 
and refcued about 60 of us froma 
fituation more eafily to be imagined 
than defcribed.” 
Rome, Feb. 3. 

The workmen have begun ta dig 
near the Sepulchre of Vibius, vul- 
garly called Nero’s Tomb. ‘They 
have found the ttatue of a woman 
of exquifite workmanthip; the 
drapery and the head-drefs, fuch 
as, by tradition, were in fafhion in 
Julia’s time. The marble ftatue 
of a child has alfo been difcovered, 
together with a coflin of an ex. 
traordinary fize, and five figures 
reprefenting as many bacchanals, 
On the lid is an infcription of Lo- 
canius, a lawyer, and prefect of the 
fentries. In the coffin were found 
a few remnants in gold of the 
magnificent wrappers that were fe¢ 
round it. Some people employed 
by the marquis Camilla Maflini at 
his feat at Polombaxa, have dug 
out feveral remnants of ftatues, and, 
by a farther excavation, two half. 
length ftatues, one of which re- 

refents Efculapius, but of a very 
indifferent workmanthip; alfo (in 
feveral pieces which will be eafily 


put together) a figure of Hercules 
withs 
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without arms. ‘The marquis, hav- 
ing alfo perceived feveral ruins, 1s 
determined to go on with a work 
which promifes fome curious dif- 
coveries. ! 

3. The reafon of general Lee’s be- 
ing difmiffed from the fervice of the 
Americans laft year was on account 
of his fending the following letter 
to the prefident of the congrefs : 

eS IR, Berkley- County. 

** | underftand that itis in con- 
templation of congrefs, on the 
principles of ceconomy, to ftrike 
me out of their fervice. Congres 
mutt know very little of me, if they 
fuppofe that I would accept of their 
money, fince the confirmation of 
the wicked and infamous fentence 
which was pafled upon me. 

Iam, Sir, 

** Your moft obedient fervant, 
** CHARLES LEE. 

* P.S. Excufe my not writing 
in my own hand, as itis wounded.” 

In confequenee of the above let- 
ter, which was read in a meeting 
of the congrefs, a motion was made 
by Mr. M’Clene, feconded by 
Mr. Penn, ‘* That major-general 
Charles Lee be informed, that con- 
grefs have no farther occafion for 
his fervices in the armies of the 
United ttates ;”” which was agreed 
to. . 

This refolution being notified to 
general Lee, he wrote a letter ad- 
drefled to the prefident of the con- 
greis, which was read in a full 
meeting of that body, and contain- 
ed the following paflages : 

** L unfortunately, Sir, received 
letters from two friends, whofe 
zeal for my fervice was greater than 
their intelligence was authentic, 
informing me that the fame men, 
who by art and management had 
brought about, in a thin houfe, the 

i 





confirmation of the abfurd, and jg. 
quitous fentence of the court-ma, 
tial, were determined to purtue 
the matter ftill farther, and, on 
the pretence of ceconomy, to make 
a motion for the final removal of 
me from the army, as an incum. 
brance. It happened, that at the 
very moment thefe letters came tg 
my hands I was very much indif. 
poted, fo as not to be able to write 
myfelf, and at the fame time y 
horfes were at the door to ca * 
down the country, where bufinefs 
called me. ‘The bodily pain T was 
in, joined to the mifinformation | 
received, ruffled my temper beyond 
all bounds, and the neceflity of fet. 
ting out immediately prevented 
me giving myfelf time toconfiderof 
the propriety or impropriety of 
what I was about; and thus thefe 
two circumitances concurring gave 
birth to the note which I diated, 
which no man can more fincerely 
reprobate then I do myfelf, and 
for which | moft fincerely beg 
pardon of the congrefs. But, 
Sir, I muft entreat, that in thus 
acknowledging thie impropriety 
and indecorum of my condué 
in this affair, it may not be fup- 
pofed I mean to court a reltora- 
tion to the rank I held; fo far from 
it, that I do affure them, had not 
this incident fallen out, I fhould 
have requefled congrefs to have at- 
cepted of my refignation, as, from 
obvious reafons, whilft the army #8 
continued in its prefent circum- 
ftances, I could not have ferved 
with fafety and dignity.” 

4. Yetterday the caufe between 
Mr. Langdale and the city of Lon- 
don came on at Guild-hall, before 
Mr. Juitice Buller and a {pecial 
jury. Mr. Langdale brought his 
action againft the late lord mayer 


upoa 
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he riot att, to recover the 
he fuftained by the de- 


‘on of his premifes and goods 
as ot during the late diftur- 


vpon 
damage he 


bances, which he eftimated at 
p15 5 gle 125 7d. and the jury gave 
averdict for 18,725. 105. 

After the above, came on the 
aftions of Mr. Charlton of Cole- 
man ftreet, and Mr. Malo of Moor- 
fields ; when the former had a ver- 
di@ for goo/, and the latter for 
3667/. E 

6. Yefterday Charles Logie, 
Efq. his majefty’s late conful gene- 
ral at Morocco, arrived in town 
with difpatches from governor 
Elliot of Gibraltar. Before conful 
Logie left Morocco, the emperor, 
oi the influence of the gifts he 
had received from the Spanith 
court, threatened the inhabitants 
of Tangier with the molt dreadful 
effects of his refentmentif they held 
any friendfhip with the Englifh ; 
and at his injunction, 50 of the 
principal inhabitants went to the 
conful’s houfe, and demanded an 
audience. On an interview being 
given, they fucceflively went up to 
Mr. Logie, {pit in his face, point- 
ed their daggers to his breaft, and 
called him by every opprobrious 
appellation that could be ufed. Mr. 
Logie reports, that the greateft 
fcarcity of grain prevailed through 
the country, no rain having fallen 
for thefe three laft years, 

+ Vienna, Feb. 12. 

The prefs is already put upon a 
much fairer footing than it was on 
curing the late reign, as may be 
feen by a few articles of ‘the edict 
fent down to the office by his im- 
perial majefty, all written with his 
own hand: 

_ 1. All reviews (of which there 
“ea great multitude in Germany) 
may be circulated without licenfe ; 
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thofe relating to publications on 
Ecclefiattical Hiftory not excepted. 

2. So likewife all books on the 
fubje&ts of medicine, or law ; fuch 
medical books excepted, in which 
fecret noftrums are advertifed. 

3. All ftrictures on the conduét 
of the throne itfelf may be publith- 
ed in full fecurity, fo they do not 
prefent themfelves in the form of 
prfquinades. ‘* If there be any 
thing juit in them, (fays his ma- 
jefty) we fhall profit by them; if 
not, we fhall difregard them.” A 
noble obfervation furely! ftrongly 
characterizing the magnanimity of 
the heart that dictated it, 

4. So likewife all writing on re- 
ligious {ubjects, provided they do 
not attack any of the three religions 
eftablifhed in the Roman Empire 
(the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
and Calvinift) in any of their fun- 
damental points. 

5- So likewife all political newf- 
papers and pamphlets without ex- 
ception ; and many other articles. 

11. Yefterday came on in the 
Court of King’s Bench, Guildhall, 
before lord Mansfield and a jury, 
part fpecial and part common, the 
trial of Mr. Alderman Kennet, late 
lord mayor of London, for having 
(as the indictment fet forth) wil- 
fully, obftinately, and contemptu- 
oufly neglected to do his duty dur- 
ing the riots in June lah. After 
hearing feveral witnefies for the 
profecution, and others in favour 
of alderman Kennet, the judge 
fummed up the evidence, and left 
it to the jury to bring in their ver- 
ditt; which they did in thefe 
words, ** guilty of neglect of duty 
only.” But being afterwards in- 
formed that this verdidt was irre- 
gular, that the verdict muft be ge- 
neral, guilty or not guilty, and 
that it would be in the power of the 
court 

















































a 


“we 


i we ke > 
Ser Re A S ee ee 


5 Paes ie ’ rg “J 


nat ly Go re Pn wes, * 












a wer * 
a 
~~ 


T. 


2 
ig ae Se 


<t.— 





be 


£ 

Or ’ 
ia C 
- 
= 
heer 

x “ 

= : 


ee ge ~~ ea 
i | . 






(28) PRINCIPAL 


court to receive every favourable 
circumftance in exculpation of the 
defendant’s conduét, before any 
jadgment was given againit him, 
the jury brought in their verdict 
guilty. 

Admiralty- office, March 14 1781. 
Extraédi of a letter from lieutenant 

Inglis, commanding Ay mayesiy’s 

Sloop Lephyr, io Mr. Stephens, dat- 

ed Spithead, March 11, 17381. 

Pleate to acquaint their lordfhips 
of his majeity’s floop Zephyr, un- 
der my command, being arrived at 
Spithead from the coaft of Africa, 
after a paflage of 57 days. 

I likewife have the honour of ac- 

uainting their lordfhips, that on 
che 31ft of October lait, being juft 
returned to Goree from a cruite, I 
received intelligence from governor 
Wall of a French frigate of 24 guns 
being in Gambia river, which had 
taken two tranfports and two floops 
there, wooding and watering for 
the garifon of Goree. 1 immediate- 
ly failed, with the Polly Letter of 
Marque, mounting 16 fhort four- 
pounders, with 30 men under my 
command, agreeably to the advice 
of governor Wall. 

On the 2d of November, at 
eleven A, M. being at the entrance 
of the river, faw four fail at anchor 
off Berra Point; found them to be 
one of the tranfports, two floops, 
and a French frigate; the tranf- 
port mounted 16 guns, and was, 
as | heard, manned with French- 
men and negroes, belonging to 
Albedra, on the banks of Gambia, 
and interefted with the French. 
At twelve, the tranfport and two 
floops were fet on fire, the other 
tranfport being burnt the preced- 
ing day. At one P. M. the ene- 
my’s fhip being under weigh, and 
the Zephyr within piftol-hot of 
her, a warm action enfued, and 
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lafted till four P. M. when th 
chafing the Zephyr and e 
grounded (at very near low water 
as clofe to each other as be 
which occationed the aéion to be 
renewed with redoubled violence 
hence more refembling two bat. 
terics on fhore than a fea figh: 
During the greatcit part of the 
action, the Letter of Marque wa 
anchored three quarters of a mile 
a-ftern; but notwithftanding, a con- 
tinual fire was kept up by the 
Zephyr and the enemy till fix, 
when the enemy ftruck, with the 
lofs of 12 men killed and 28 wound. 
ed; the Zephyr two killed and 
wounded, her bow/prit, Main-top- 
matt, and main yards fhot away, 
her hull, mafts, yards, fails, and 
rigging very much fhattered, info. 
much that, with the greateft diff. 
culty, on the 12th we arrived a 
Goree. During the whole of the 
action, the Zephyr was in the ut. 
mott danger from fire-rafts, both 
under the bow and ftern; luckily 
the deftruétive intentions of the 
enemy proved abortive, 

After boarding the enemy, found 
her to be the Senegal (lieutenant 
commandant Allery) a French 
king’s ihip, mounting 18 fit 
pounders, and 126 men, but fought 
the Zephyr with 22, owing t 
tranfporting guns. She was for. 
merly the Racehorfe, commanded 
by lord Mulgrave, and lately the 
Senegal, in his majefty’s fervice. 
As the was of great detriment to his 
majefty’s trading fubjeéts on the 
coalt of Africa, the taking of her 
gives me the utmoft plealure 
fatisfaction. 

On our arrival on the 2th 
Goree, from Gambia, governor 
Wall gave me information of two 
veflels being off a — = 
ing i » Ready to a 

g in gum. Ready (oaast 
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fonant with his information, though 

in fo fhattered a condition, and the 

Senegal not condemned, from 

which the property of the captors 

Was at fake, we chearfully con- 

fented to proceed in purfuit of the 

nt fuccefs ; but the wind be- 

at N. E. direétly contrary, and 
the Zephyr in an infirm fituation, 
after beating five days out at fea, 
the thips were obliged to return to 

Goree, in order to refit, on purpofe 

that we might a fecond time be 

able to attempt the expedition. 

On our return the condemnation 
of the thip awe was entcred 
upon, and the judge Advocate de- 
manding an inventory, proper 
officers and men were fent from the 
Zephyr for that purpofe, and that 
of refitting her for the aforefaid ex- 
pedition; but, alas! through fome 
unknown caufe, on the 22d of No. 
vember fhe was unhappily blown 
up, with the lofs of lieutenant 
George Crofts, and 22 others, of- 
fcers and feamen, {pecified by the 
enclofed lift, 

[ flatter myfelf their lordthips 
will thow all neceffary indulgence 
to the officers and feamen’s friends, 
who nobly and gallantly fupported 
me in the lateaction, and unluckily 
luttered by the above accident. 

A if of the offic evs and feamen, be- 
longing to his maycfty’s fbi Zep) Wl 
who avere dlown up in the French 
b ng’s fi igate la Senegal, lieutenant 
Alvery, commander, on the 22d of 
Nov. 1980, 

George Crofts, lieut. 

Francis Fyffe, mate. 

land, Rutherford, able. 

r. Harris, boatfwain. 

W. lramplett, gunner, 

lho. Nefbitt, clerk. 

J. Croker, capt. mate. 

: Parminter, failmaker, 


: M‘Kewen, Qr. gun, 
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Henry Clark, able. 
Mark Short, ditto. 

Henry Fudge, ditto. 
George Williams, able, 
John Oakes, ditto. 
Cabel Cornwall, ditto. 
And. Buchanan, ditto. 

W. Forfyth, capt. fer, 

ohn Lawlers, able. 

lho. Smith, ditto. 

Wn. Baker, ditto. 
Tho. Crofs, ditto. ‘ 
Jo Hall, ditto. 

‘Sho.-O’Hara, ditto. 

Whitehall, March 13, 178t. 

This morning captain M‘ Allitter, 
aid-du-camp to the honourable 
major-general Vaughan, comman- 
der in chief of his majefty’s forces 
in the leeward iflands, arrived at 
lord George Germaine’s office 
with defpatches from major-general 
Vaughan to his lordfhip, of which 
the following is copy and extracts : 
Copy of a letter from the honourable 

major-general Vaughan, to lord 

Weorge Germain, dated Fort George, 

St. Eufiatius, Feb. 7, 1781. 

I] have the honour to inform your 
lordfhip of the arrival of the Chil- 
ders brig at Barbadoes on the 27th 
ult. with your lordthip’s defpatches, 
tranfmitting to me his majetty’s 
commands; and, in obedience to 
them, immediately embarked on 
board the Sandwich, and proceed- 
ed with all poflible expedition to 
St. Euftatius, and anchored before 
the town about two o’clock on the 
3d inft. and in conjunétion with 
the admiral, fummoned the 
vernor to make an immediate fur- 
render of the ifland and all its de- 
pendencies, which fummons I have 
the henour to inclofe to your lord- 
fhip, and alfo the governor’s anfwer. 
On the following day I difpatched 
a proper detachment to the iflands 
of St. Martin and Saba, which 


have 
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have likewife fubmitted to his ma- 
jefty’s arms. ; 

The effects found in this place 
prove to be very confiderable; the 
whole ifland being one continued 
ftore of French, American, and 
Dutch property. ‘The particulars 
it is not in my power at prefent to 
afcertain. 

I have inclofed your lordfhip a 
return of the artillery found here. 

Captain M‘Allifter, my aid-du- 
camp, will have the honour to de- 
liver this, and give your lordfhip 
any farther information. He isa 
very deferving good officer; and I 
could with particularly to recom- 
mend him to your lordfhip’s fa- 
vour. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
J. VAUGHAN. 
Extra of a private letter from the 
honourable major-general Vaughan 
to lord George Germain, dated Fort 

George, St. Euftatia, Feb. 7, 

1781. 

Give me leave to congratulate 
your lordthip upon the furrender of 
St. Euftatius and its dependencies, 
a blow, I| think, in its confe- 
eg which capgnot but be moft 
enfibly felt by the enemy, as it 
has hitherto been the fource of moft 
effential fuccour to them, and, I 
am well informed here, nothing 
could have fo deeply affeéted the 
Americans as this. 

This ifland, my lord, is made 
up of agollecion of confiderable 
property belonging to the French, 

Jutch, and Americans. 

I have alfo the pleafure to inform 
your lordfhip that the capture of 
iiipping is immenfe, and what yet 
adds to our fuccefs, is the overtak- 
ing aconvoy that had accidentally 
failed for Europe before our arrival, 
confiiling of between twenty and 
thirty large fhips laden with fugar, 


[March, 
convoyed by a Dutch flag 9; 
60 guns, the admiral Ai " 
would not liften to any remop, 
ftrance, and was killed ‘in an ep, 
gagement with the Monarch. The 
number of fhips captured, amount; 
all together to upwards of 200, be. 
fides the above flag thip, and ; fri. 
gate of 38 guns. 

The confternation that 
here at prefent is inconceivable: jt 
is a ftroke they fo little ae 
that they could fecarcely believe 
lieutenant colonel  Cockburne 
whom I fent with the fummons— 
We took poffeffion to the amount 
of at leaft three millions of money, 
and what gives me particular 
fure to find is, that Amfterdam 
will bear the chief weight of the 
lofs. 

The Fort, before called Fort 
Orange, I now have the honour to 
call Fort George, and have garri- 
foned it, and provided for the 
curity of St. Martin. 

We have as yet, my lord, con 
tinued the Dutch flag, -which aa- 
{wers extremely well, as there have 
been no lefs than 17 fhips comeit- 
to the port fince it has been cap- 
tured. 

Summons to the governor of St. Ex 
‘hatia. 

We the general officers com- 
manding in chief his Britannic m- 
jefty’s fleet and army in the Wet- 
Indies, do, in his royal name, de- 
mand an inftant fnrrender of the 
ifland of St. Euttatia and its de. 
pendencies, with every thing i 
and belonging thereto. 

We give you one hour, from the 
delivery of this meffage to decide. 
If any refiftance is made, you ® 
abide by the confequences. 

GEO. BRYDGES RODNE!: 

JOHN VAUGHAN. 
Sandwich, February 3, ia 
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The governor's anfuers 
Governor De Graaff, not having 
it in his power to make any defence 
sgaintt the Britihh forces, which 
asie inveiléd the ifland of St. Eu- 
fatia, furrenders the fame, and all 
its dependencies to Sir George Bryd- 
ges Rodney and general Vaughan. 
Well knowing the honour and hu- 
manity of thefe two commanders in 
chief, the governor recommends the 
town and its inhabitants to their 
Johannes De Graaff. 

Oliv. Oyen. 

Jacobus Seys- 

Fen, Pandt. 

St. Euflatia, Feb. 3, 1781. 

Return of ordnance, arms, ammuni- 
tion, §3c. in the iflands of St. Eue 
fatia and Saba, when taken pof- 
fefion of by his mayefly’s troops, 
under the command of his excellency 
veneral Vaughan, commander in 
chief, Se. Se. kSc. Feb. 45 1781. 

IRON ORDNANCE, 

Fighteen-pounders, mounted 
on garrifon carriages, with > 19 
fide arms compleat, — 

Ditto, with carriages, 
Twelve-pounders on ditto, 
with fide arms, &c.  — 
Nine-pounders mounted, with 


mercy. 








. 11 
fide arms, 

Six-pounders mounted, with r 
fide arms, —_— 5 

Ditto, without carriages, — 7 
[hree-pounders, with  car- 
rages, fide arms, &c. 3 
; Total guns, 78 

Gin for mounting guns, — 1 
SH O T. 

Fighteen-pounders, round, 3054 


Twelve-pounders, ditto, — 767 
Nj 
‘ine-pounders, ditto, 33 
Stx-pounders, ditto, m= 600 
Three-pounders, ditto, m3 200 





Total thet, 4959 
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Gongowser, (lbs.) m= 4689 
Hand grenadocs, ad 143 
Fuzees for ditto, —— 156 
Slow match, (cwt.) —— 700 
Handipikes, fpare, —_—— 75 





Lint-ftocks, 67 
Mufquets with bayonets, — 45 





Ditto without, 83 
Pouches, --= — 6z 
Cartouch boxes, ——_——- 24 
Waitt belts, —— $9 
Cutlaffes, — — <3 
Pittols, -—-— — 39 
Efpontoons, —_——— 2 
Drums, -——— — 2 


Moulds for cafting mufquet balls, 2 








Lanthorn, t 
Dutch flags, ——. 10 
Screw jacks,  §———— — 9g 
Halberts, — os > 
Mufquet ball, 4030 
Flints, oe 27000 





JOHN WILLIAMSON, 
major commanding artillery. 
Copy of a letter from licutenaut-co- 
lonel Edhoufe, to the honourable 
major-gencral Vaughan, dated St. 

Martin's, Fed. 6. 1781. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to inform your 
exccllency, that the ifland of Sr. 
Martin, being fummoned, furren- 
dered at difcretion on the sth init, 
The form of the furrender I en- 
clofe. All public papers, ftores, &c. 
are fecured by the quarter-matter- 
general. 

] have ordered the inhabitants 
to fupply the troops with freth 
provifions, and fhall begin to put 
the ifland in a ftate of defence as 
foon as the troops are properly 
quartered. 

I have the honour to be, &ec, 

AND. EDHOUSE, 
lieut. col. 13th reg. 

Governor Heyliger not having 
in his power to make any defence 
againit the Britihh forces, which 

have 

























PRINC 
have invefted the ifland of St. Mar- 


tin, furrenders the fame, and all its 
dependencies, to Sir George Brydges 
Rodney and general Vaughan. Well 
knowing the honour and humanity 
of thelfe two commanders in chief, 
the governor recommends the town 
and its inhabitants to their clemency 
and mercy. 
Abraham Heliger, pretor. 
Tho. Kellerton. 
John Solomons Cibber. 
Lucas Ten Toozer. 
St. Martin, Feb. 5,1781. 
Admiralty Office, March 13,1781. 

Captain Stirling, of his majetty’s 
fhip the Gibraltar, who came to 
Plymouth in the Swallow floop from 
St. Euftatia, arrived at this office 
this morning, with difpatches from 
admiral Sir George Brydges Rod- 
ney to Mr, Stephens, of which the 
following are exrracts and copies. 
Extra of a letter from admiral Sir 

George Brydges Rodney to Mr. 

Stephens, dated Sandwich, St. Eu- 

fratia, February 4, 1781. 

His majefty’s floop of war the 
Chifders joined me on the 27th of 
January, with their lordfhips mott 
fecret orders, and his majetty’s royal 
declaration againit the States of Hol- 
land, and their fubje&s. 

General Vaughan and myfelf lot 
not a moment's time tn putting his 
majeity’s commands into execution. 
We immediately embarked the troops 
deftined for the enterprize, and the 
whole being kept a profound fecret, 
we failed trom St. Lucia onthe 3cth 
of January. 

To prevent the French penetrat- 
ing our defign, the whole flcct ap- 
— before Fort Royal and St. 

ierre’s, Martinique, which ifland 
we greatly alarmed, and having lett 
rear-admiral Drake, with fix fail of 
the line and two frigates, to watch 
the mouons of the tour fail of the 
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line and two frigates, 
bay of Fort Royal, 


(Marck, 


then in the 
late in the evens 
ing of the faid day we proceeded for 


the Dutch ifland of St. Euttatia, and 
difpatched rear-admiral Sir Sampe 


Hood, with his fquadron, to enyi. 
ron the bay of St. Euttatia, ang 
prevent the efcape of any Dutch 
fhips of war, or merchant fj 
that might be at anchor there: he 
moit effectually performed that fer. 
vice. 

On the 3d inftant the general and 
myfelf, with the remainder of the 
fleet and tranfports, arrived in the 
bay. ‘he men of war being fa 
tioned again‘ the batteries, and the 
troops ready to difembark, the gee 
neral and myfelf, in order to fave the 
effulion of blood, thought it necef 
fary to fend to the Dutch governor 
the fummons I have the honour to 
inclofe, with which he inftantly com 
plied. 

The fuxprife and aftonifhment of 
the governor and inhabitants of St. 
Euftatia is fearcely to be conceived, 
The Mars, a Dutch fhip of war of 
38 guns, and 300 men, comm 
by count Byland, and belonging to 
the department of the admiralty of 
Amfterdam, having arrived at St 
Euttatia, had allayed their fears of 
hoililities. 

I moft fincerely congratulate theit 
lordihips on the fevere blow the 
Dutch Weft India company, andthe 
pertidious mayiftrates of Amfterdam, 
have fuftained by the capture of this 
iiland. Upwards of one hundred 
and fifty fail of thips and veflels of 
ail denominations (many of them 
richly loaded) are taken in the bay, 
exclufive of the Dutch frigate cal 
ed the Mars, which I have com 
miffioned, manned, and 19 4 tew 
days the will cruize againft the ent 
my as a Britith fhip of war. | 
There are befides five ~ 
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veffels of war, from 14 to 26 guns; 

all complete and ready for fervice. 

A Dutch convoy, confifting of 30 
fail of merchant hips richly loaded, 
having failed from St. Euftatia un- 
der the protetion of a 60 gun fhip 
about 36 hours before my arrival, I 
detached capt. Reynholds, of his 
majefty’s fhip Monarch, with the 
Panther and Sybil, to purfue them 
as far as the latitude of Bermudas, 
fhould he not intercept them before 
he got that length, 

Allthe magazines and ftorehoufes 
are filled, and even the beach co- 
vered with tobacco and fugar. 

The iflands of St. Martin and 
Saba have furrendered, no terms 
whatever having been allowed them. 

[The fummons and anfwers were 

the fame ‘as thofe inclofed in 
general Vaughan’s letter. ] 

Copy of a letter from admiral Sir 
George Brydges Rodney to Mr. 
Stephens, dated Sandwich, Si. Eu- 
fratius, Feb. 6, 1781. 

SIR, 

Since my letter of the 4th in- 
fant, by the diligence and activity 
of captain Reynolds, the Dutch 
convoy, which had failed from St. 
Euttatius before my arrival, has 
been intercepted. I am forry to 
acquaint their lordthips, that the 
Dutch admiral was killed in the ac- 
tion. 

Inclofed I have the honour to 
fend a copy of captain Reynolds's 
letter ; and am, with great regard, 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient and moft 
humble fervant, 
G. B. RODNEY. 
(CO P Y,) 

ome off Saba, $th Feb. 1781. 

I have the pleafure to inform 
you, that yetterday morning I fell 
ta with the convoy you did me the 
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honour to fend me in purfuit of; 
About ten o’clock I ordered the 
Mars, a Duteh fhip of war of 60 
guns, to {trike her colours, which 
fhe refufing to do, occafioned fome 
fhot to be exchanged. The Mo- 
narch received no damage éxcept- 
ing three men wounded: I am not 
informed of the number the Dutch 
had killed and wounded ; but among 
the former is their admiral, though 
his flag was not hoifted at the time 
of the action. 

From fome fhot in her mafts, I 
have ordered the Panther to take 
her in tow. 

By the activity of captain Hervey 
and my lord Charles Fitzgerald, we 
were enabled to take poffeffion ot 
the whole, and to make fail with 
them by tour o’clock in the after- 
noon. 

I have put Mr. Drury, the firf 
lieutenant of the Monarch, into the 
Mars, and I beg leave to recommend 
that gentleman to your notice, as an 
officer of great merit. 

I have difpatched the fafteft fuil- 
ing vefiel to give you this informa- 
tion, and am concerned it is not in 
my power to be more particular. 

i have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moft obedient and moft 
humble fervant, 
F. REYNOLDS. 

Sir George Brydges Rodney, 
bart. tc. Se. Se. 

Extrad of a letter from admiral Sir 
George Brydges Rodney to Mr. 
Stephens, dated Sandwich, St. Eu- 
ftatius Bay, February 6, 1731. 

I beg you will inform their lord- 
fhips, that fince the capture of St. 
Euftatius, three large Dutch thips 
from Amfterdam have been taken 
and carried into St. Chriftopher’s. 
As their cargoes confift of all kind 
of naval ftores, I fhall order them 
inftantly vp to Englith Harbour, 
(C) Antigua, 
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Antigua, for the ufe of his ma- 


jefty’s fleet. © 
The acquifition of this ifland 
feems every day to be of more and 
more confequence to his majefty’s 
fervice, and of diftrefs to his ene- 
mies. A convoy from Guadaloupe 
for this ifland, for ftores, have been 
feized, and are now fafe in the bay. 
14. The following is a lift of his 
majefty’s thips on the Jamaica fta- 
tion, which were loft or damaged in 
the late hurricane, viz. Stirling Caf- 
tle of 64 guns loft, the captain and 
about so people were faved. Phee- 
nix of 44 guns loft on the Cuba 
fhore, moft of the people faved, 
Scarborough of 20 guns loft at fea, 
and every perfon perifhed. Hector 
of 74 guns loft all her guns and 
mafts. Grafton of 74 guns, loft all 
her mafts. Egmont of 74 guns, 


" ditto. Trident of 64 guns, ditto. 


Ruby of 64 guns, ditto. Briftol of 
so guns, ditto. Endymion of 44 
guns, ditto. Ulyffes of 44 guns, 
ditto. Pomona of 28 guns, ditto. 
Thunderer of 74 guns loft. 

15. On Tuefday laft was tried at 
Salifbury affizes, before Mr. baron 
Perryn, and a fpecial jury of the 
county of Wilts, a caufe wherein 
Samucl Petrie, efq. was plaintiff, and 
Mr. John Briftow, defendant. This 
action was brought ayainit the de- 
fendant, as agent to lord Porchetter, 
for bribery and corruption at the 
lait general election for Cricklade, 
when after a hearing of upwards of 
feven hours, the jury found a ver- 
dict for the plaintiff, with soool. da- 
maces, 

_ Vienna, Fan. 30. The emperor, 
in order to obviate the complaints 
ot his fubiects, on account of the 
new tax laid on beer lait May, hath 
ordered that cach of the members 
who compole the affembly of the 
fiates of Lower Auftria, thall fend 


him his opinion in writing on 
important object, “that he nde 


termine, after having weighed their 


different fentiments, on the mot 
proper fteps to be taken. His jm. 
perial majefty has already had fere. 
ral conferences with co 
Greiller, author of the plan for thag 
tax ; and, for fear of influencing the 
opinions of the affemblies which are 
to be held on this occafion, his mas 
jefty hath ordered, that the counfél. 
lor fhall not be prefent at any of 
them. 

17. Number of houfes in certain 
towns, laid before the houfe of com 
mons by the tax-office-by order of 
the houfe : 


Exeter — re 
Plymouth — tes 
York _—_— _—— 2285 
Hull _—_—- se 1470 
Sheffield — 27022 
Liverpool . o—— 7 
Manchefter — a 
Norwich — se 2402 
Lynn _-_ — 663 
Yarmouth ——— 68: 
Newcattle — 2219 
Briftol — $247 
Bath — —~ 1199 
Ipfwich — —— 1%) 
Birmingham —— 229! 
Cambridge — Wi 
Oxford —— 231 
Dover —  ——= 1193 
Nottingham — 1533 
Northampton — 7 


Shrewfbury 
21. A dreadful fire broke out, on 
the 18th inftane, at a billiard 
in St. Omer’s, by which many & 
pital houfes in one quarter of 
town were burnt down, feveral Irves 
loft, and the damage futtained ther 
to individuals immenfe, as thereat 
no infurance -offices in that towa. 
York, March 23. Tuefday pe 
ing came on at Guildhall the r 
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of William M 
murder of Jofep 


r, ¢fq. for the 
Spink, oe to 
r. Meggifon, fheriff’s officer (in 
me cufindy he had been left), o 
fhooting him with a piftol. After 
a hearing of about feven hours he 
was found guilty, and received fen- 
tence of death. Mrs. Meyer, who 
was alfo tried as being acceffary in 
the above murder, was og ap 
Mr. Meyer was ordered to be exe 
cuted, and his body diffected and 
anatomized yefterday, but was after- 
wards refpited till Thurfday the 
2gth inf. This unfortunate young 
tleman’s family name is Meek, 
which he changed to Meyer for an 
eftate. He is a handfome young 
man, of 29 years of age, and is ne- 
hew to col. George Tuffnell, and 
Villiam Jolliffe, efq. late high the- 
rif of Yorkfhire. 

26. On Friday came on at King- 
fon affizes, before Mr. jultice Ath- 
hurft, the long depending caufe be- 
tween Mr. Colman and other gentle- 
men of Richmond, and the city of 
London, againft whom an action of 
trefpafs on the cafe was brought for 
erecting a horfe towing-path in the 
bed of the river Thames, and there- 
by taking away the communication 
between the garden of Mr. C. as 
well as other inhabitants of Rich- 
mond from the faid river. The 
facts were not materially difputed 
on either fide ; but the counfel for 
the plaintiff dwelt on the unautho- 
riled injury arifing from the horfe 
towing- path andembankment; while 
the city counfel contended that the 
work was not only executed under 
the authority of certain acts of par- 
liament, and was an undoubted pub- 
lic benefit, but even of great ufe 
and advantage tothe plainiff. Dur. 
log the trial, many thought that 
the powers of the city under the 
Katute in queition, would probably 
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be fubmitted to the court of King’s 
Bench in a fpecial verdict ; but the 
learned and ingenious judge, from 
his fumming up the evidence, and 
occafional comments on the atts of 
parliament, feemed to think fuch a 
reference unneceflary. He faid that 
Mr. C. urged no right to the foil 
of the river ; thatthe claim of Fron- 
tage was a vifionary right, being 
neither land, tenement, nor here- 
ditament; that the legiflature had 
indeed protected the gardens of pro- 
prictors by the fide of the river, 
forbidding any towing-path, horfe 
or foot, to be made over, through, 
or upon them, but had not added the 
word adjoining, which was the exact 
defcription of the prefent towing- 
path and embankment at the end of 
the plaintiff’s gardens; for which 
reafons, though fome inconvenience 
might arife to the plaintiff, he did 
not think there was ground to main- 
tain an action of trefpafs, on which 
account Mr. C. had brought an_ 
action of trefpafs on the cafe. The 
jury withdrew for a fhort time, and 
without taking particular notice of 
the a¢ts of parliament, returned with 
a general verdict in favour of the 
detendants. 

27. On Sunday evening, about 
feven o’clock, T. Mackenzie, efqs 
of Somerfet ftreet, Portman-fquare, 
was ftopped by a highwayman near 
Shooter’s-hill, who attempting to 
rob him, Mr. Mackenzie fired at 
the highwayman, and fhot him in the 
belly. 

20. Yefterday Mr. Burke brought 
into the houfe the two commiffioners 
from India, and the two Perfians, 
who as minifters were introduced to 
the upper part of the houfe, and 
ftood by the fire-place to fee his 
majetty. The Indians bowed to the 
king moft refpectfully, and placed 
their hands on the ground asa token 
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of obeifance; the Armenians did 
not bow. The Indians were dreffed 
in long rich habits, over which they 
wore a fine muflin in the form of a 
child’s frock; their heads were 
covered with fhawls, the corners of 
which fell on their fhoulders. 

Yeflerday came on at Warwick 
the trial of we Donnellan, Efq. 
late mafter of the ceremonies at the 
Pantheon, &c. for the wilful mur- 
der of Sir T. E. A. Boughton, 
bart. by poifon, when, after a 
hearing of near twelve hours, in 
which fix of the moft eminent fur- 
geons in the kingdom were ex- 
amined with refpect to the nature 
of poifons, captain Donnellan was 
capitally convicted, and fentenced 
to be hung at Warwick on Mon- 
day next, and his body to be anato- 
mifed. 

31. Yefterday the two Perfian 
agents and two Bramins, who had 
been in town fome time on a treaty 
relative to the Ragabo chief in In- 
dia, were at court at St. James’s, 
and introduced to their majetties 
by the affiftlant matter of the cere- 
monies, 

Whitehall, March 31, 1781. 

By the mail of the Sandwich 
packet, which failed from Charles 

Town the 28th of February, def- 
ee were this day received by 
ord George Germain, one of his 
majefty’s principal fecretaries of 
ftate, from earl Cornwallis and 
lieutenant colonel! Balfour, of which 
the following are extracts and co- 
pies: 
Camp on Turkvy Creek, Broad-river. 
My Lord, Fan. 18, 19781, 

I think it neceffary to tranfmit 
to your lordthip a copy of my letter 
to Sir Henry Clinton, left the ex- 
aggerated accounts from the Rebels 
fhould re&ch Europe before your 


lordthip could hear from Ney. 
York. I fhall only fay, in adgi. 
tion to what I have faid to Sir 
Henry Clinton, that this event was 
extremely unexpected; for the 
greateft part of the troops that were 
engaged, had, 7 all former oc. 
cafions,, behaved with the mof 
diftinguifhed gallantry. 

Extra of a letter from earl Corse 
wallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated 
camp on Turkey-Creck, Broad-rie 
wer, ‘Jan. 18, 1781. 

In my letter of the 6th of this 
month I had the honour to inform 
tow excellency that I was ready to 

egin my march for North Caro. 

lina, having been delayed for fome 
days by a diverfion made by the 
enemy towards Ninety-fix. Ge. 
neral Morgan ftill remained on the 
Pacolet : his corps, by the belt ac- 
counts I could get, confifted of 
about 509 men, continental and 
Virginia flate troops, and 100 
valry under colonel Wahhington, 
and fix or feven hundred mila; 
but that body is fo fluctuating, that 
itis impoflible to afcertain itsnum- 
ber, within fome hundreds, for 
three days following. Lieutenant 
colonel Tarleton, with the legi 
and corps annexed to it, confifting 
of about 300 cavalry and as many 
infantry, and the 1{t battalion of 
the 71ft regiment, and one three- 
pounder, had already paffed the 
Broad-river for the relief of Ninety: 
fix. 1 therefore directed lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton to march on the 
weft of Broad-river to endeavour t 
ftrike a blow at General Morgan, 
and, at all events, to oblige him 
to pafs the Broad-river. I likewile 
ordered that he fhould take with 
him the 7th regiment, and one 
three-pounder, which was march- 
ing to re-inforce the garrifon 

Ninety-fix, as long as he - 
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think their fervices could be ufeful 
tohim. ‘The remainder of the ar- 
my marched between the Jroad- 
river and Catawbaw. ‘As general 
Green had quitted Mecklenburgh 
county, and croffed the Pedee, I 
made not the leaft doubt that ge- 
neral Morgan would retire on our 
advancing. 
The progrefs of the army was 
reatly impeded by heavy rains, 
which fwelled the river and creeks ; 
yet lieutenant-colonel ‘Tarleton 
condu@ted his march fo well, and 
got fo near to general Morgan, 
who was retreating before him, as 
to make it dangerous for him to 
pafs the Broad-river, and came Me 
with him at eight o’clock A. M. 
onthe 17th cur. Every thing now 
bore the moft promifing afpect ; 
the enemy were drawn up in an 
open wood, and, having been late- 
ly joined by fome militia, were 
more numerous; but the different 
quality of the corps under lieu- 
tenant-colonel ‘T'arleton’s com- 
mand, and his great fuperiority in 
cavalry, left him no room todoubt of 
the molt brilliant fuccefs. ‘The at- 
tack was begun by the firft line of 
infantry, confifting of the 7th re- 
giment, the infantry of the legion, 
and corps of light-infantry annexed 
toit: atroop of cavalry was placed 
on each flank ; the rift banalint of 
the 71ft, and the remainder of the 
cavalry, formed the referve. The 
enemy’s line foon gave way, and 
their militia quitted the field ; but 
our troops having been thrown into 
fome diforder by the purfuit, ge- 
neral Morgan’s corps faced about, 
and gave them a heavy fire: this 
unexpected event occafioned the ut- 
moft confufion in the firft line. 
The two three-pounders were 
taken, and I fear the colours of the 
7th regiment fhared the fame fate. 
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In juftice to the detachment of royal 

artillery I muft here obferve, she 

no terrours could induce them to 
abandon their guns, and they were 
all either killed or wounded in de- 
fenceof them. Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton affembled fifty of his ca- 
valry, who, being animated by the 
bravery of the officer who had fo 
often led them to victory, charged 
and repulfed colonel Wathington’s 
horfe, retook the baggage,gof the 
corps, and cut to pieces the de- 
tachment of the enemy that had 
taken poffeflion of it, and, after 
deftroying what they could not con- 
veniently bring of, retired with 
the remainder unmolefted to Ha- 
milton’s ford, near the mouth of 

Bullock’s Creek. 

The lofs of our cavalry is incon- 
fiderable, but I fear about 400 of 
the infantry are either killed, 
wounded, or taken. I will tranimit 
the particular account of the lofs as 
foon as it can be afcertained. 

I fall dire&t licutenant-colonel 
Balfour to tranfmit a copy of this 
letter, by the firft opportunity, to 
the fecretary of ftate. 

Extradl of a letter from licutenant-co- 
lonel Balfour to lord George Ger- 
main, datcd Charles-Town, Feb. 
18, 1781. 

By the letter in which I had the 
honour to addrefs your lordthip on 
the 16th —— laft, you will 
have been informed of the fituation 
of affairs here to that period, and by 
lord Cornwallis’s defpatch, dated 
the 18th of the fame month, of 
lieutenant-colonel ‘Tarleton’s un- 
fortunate aétion on the preceding 
day. I am now to give your lord- 
fhip fuch farther informations as 
have been received fince, either 
immediately from earl Cornwallis, 
lord Rawdon, or major Craig, or by 
intelligence through the a 
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Notwithftanding the unexpected 
and untoward event of the 17th 
uit. lord Cornwallis ftill continued 
his movements, and preffed hard 
on general Morgan, without being 
able to come up with him, who, 
with his prifoners, puthed for the 
Catawbaw, and by crofling that ri- 
ver high up, there is caufe to be- 
lieve accomplithed his junction with 

eneral Green’s army. It was not 
till the af curt. that lord Corn- 
wallis Could pafs it: this he then 
did at a private ford, four miles 
below Bratty’s, none ftrongly op- 
pofed by a body of militia, who 
were routed, and general David- 
fon, who commanded then, killed. 
Oni this occafion, his lordfhip ob- 
ferves, ‘* the guards behaved gal- 
lantly, crofling the river under a 
heavy fire, without returning a fhot 
till they were over and formed.” 

On the fame day, colonel Tarle- 
ton had the good fortune to defeat 
another corps of the enemy’s mi- 
litia, that had affembled under co- 
Jonel Pickings, killing and taking 
many, and entirely difperfing the 
relt, 

In relating thefe circumftances to 
your lordfhip, it is no {mall fatis- 
faction to add, that on both occa- 
fions the lofs fultained by the king’s 
troops is inconfiderable ; and that, 
except colonel Hall of the guards, 
who is killed, no officer was hurt. 

After gaining thefe advantages, 
lord Cornwallis proceeded to Salif- 
bury, of which town he poffeffed 
himlelf on the gth curt. 

Hitherto general Green had re- 
mained in his pofition on the eaft- 
ern banks of the Pedee ; and by 
thus hanging on the frontiers of 
the province, and having with him 
a force in cavalry, was enabled to 
make inroads into the heart of it, 
which were greatly diftrefling to the 
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inhabitants, and obliged me to de, 
tach, to cover the communications 
between this aoe Camden, p 
the enemy’s takin ft on thi 
the Santee, and hinder inthe 
our vicinities ; but on the news of 
lord Cornwallis’s late fuccefies, he 
called in his out-parties, and by a 
a 2a movement reached the 
Moravian fettlements in North-Cg. 
rolina, where, by the laf accounts, 
he has taken a ftation to cover the 
paflage of the Yadkin, 

By my laft letter your lordihip 
was informed of an expedition be. 
ing then to fail under major Craig, 
of the 82d regiment: the force 
employed on that fervice, and the 
objects of it, I have now the ho 
nour to communicate to your lord. 
fhip: he had taken poffeffion of 
Wilmington without oppofition on 
the zoth ult. But finding that a 
body of the enemy had pofted them. 
{elves at Heron’s bridge, about 
twelve miles from that town, toco- 
ver as well this pafs as the shipping 
in the river, and to fhow a force 
for the militia to form on, major 
Craig, by an immediate and well- 
timed exertion, furprifed the rebels 
in this very ftrong pofition, and by 
diflodging them from it, has clear. 


ed that part of the country; gain- 


ed, in co-operation with his ma- 
jelty’s thips of war, poffefiion of 
their veflels; and taken on board 
them and in their camp feveral mi- 
litary flores, the want of which may 
be much felt, fhould they attempt 
again to raife any force in thele 
parts. 

Major Craig farther informs me, 
that he is exerting every means (0 
put the very effential poft of Wil- 
mington into a ftate of defence, and 
eventually to communicate with 
army under lord Cornwallis. 
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of a Letter from licutenant- 
st sah Un sifer, f lord George 

Germain, dated Charles-Town, Feb. 

25, 1781. 

Since the date of my defpatch, 
No. 2, captain Barclay, with the 
Blonde, arrived here from Cape 
Fear, where he left every thing in 
a ftate of fecurity, and the works 
for the protection of Wilmington 
nearly perfected. 

No accounts fince my laft have 
been received immediately from 
lord Cornwallis; but lord Rawdon 
has favoured me with fome farther 
intelligence refpecting the opera- 
tions of the army, which his lord- 
thip derived from a man who quit- 
ted it on the gth current, and who 
is come into Camden. 

At that period it appears, lord 
Cornwallis'was advanced fix miles 
beyond Salem, the fartheft of the 
Moravian fettlements in North Ca- 
rolina, and to the eaftward of the 
Yadkin, which points out by what 
uncommon exertion and rapid move- 
ments his lordfhip muft have reach- 
ed that diftance, in fo fmall a {pace 
of time, through a ftrong ok in- 
tricate country. 

By crofling the Yadkin fo high 
up, the army has got above Green, 
who, by this intelligence, was ad- 
vancing on Deep River, and fome 
way removed to the rear of lord 
Cornwallis’s right ; general Mor- 
gan, with his corps, being advan- 
ced, and on the left. With this 
laft there were fome hopes lord 
Cornwallis would foon be able to 
come up; and, on the whole, it 
will be clear to your lordfhip, that, 
by this movement, the junétion of 
the enemy’s force, of which in my 
lat 1 was apprehenfive, is for the 
prefent fruftrated. 

Admiralty-Ofice, March 31,1781. 
Extrad of a Letter Srom capt. Bar- 
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clay, commander of his majef!y’s /bip 

Blonde, to Mr. Stepens, dated 

Charles Town, SouthCarolina, Febe 

24, 1781. 

In the letter I wrote to you, dated 
the 15th of January laft, by the 
Antelope packet, i mentioned I 
was preparing to proceed to Cape 
Fear, upon an expedition, at the 
requifition of lord Cornwallis. 

think I fhould be remifs in my 
duty if I did not remit, for their 
lordfhips information, by this op- 
portunity of the packet's failing, 
the events that have taken place 
there ; as their lordfhips will re- 
ceive it much fooner than by the 
reports I have fent to vice-admiral 
Arbuthnot, at New York. 

A body of troops being embark- 
ed, confifting of honk two or three 
hundred men, under the command 
of major Craig, of the 82d regi- 
ment, I got over the bar of Charles- 
Town the 2rft of January, and ar- 
rived in Cape Fear river the 25th: 
contrary winds, and the intricate 
navigation of the river, prevented 
us getting to the place where the 
landing was determined upon, till 
the 28th. 

Colonel Balfour, commandant of 
Charles-Town, not being able to 
{pare more troops from the defence 
of Charles-Town, induced me to 
land the marines of the Blonde, 
Delight, and Otter, confifting of 
81 men, under the command of 
lieutenant Griffiths, of the Blonde, 
with orders for him to join major 
Craig. 

On the teaag of the 27th, de- 
putations came from Wilmington, 
with propofals for delivering up the 
town: I herewith inclofe a copy of 
their propofition with major Craig’s 
and my anfwer. 

The next. morning the troops 
landed at Ellis’s plantation, nine 
(C 4) _ miles 























































(40) 


miles below the town; at the fame 
time I puthed up the river with the 
gallies and gun-boats. In the af- 
ternoon of the fame day we took 

fon of the town of Wilming- 
ton, without the leaft oppolition ; 
the rebels, who were in arms, con- 
fifting of about one hundred and 
fifty men, marched out early in the 
morning of the fame day, 

We tound two batteries erected 
towards the river; one of ten guns, 
twelve and nine-pounders; the other 
of feven twelve-pounders, moft of 
them fpiked. We having received 
information of feveral veffels being 
fent up the N. &. river with pro- 
vifions, ammunition, and the ef- 
feéts of the rebels in arms, and like- 
wife the effects of fome Spaniards 
and French who had fettled at Cape 
Fear, major Craig marched out 
with a detachment of the troops ; 
at the fame time I fent one of the 
gallics, with two gun-boats, up the 
river: they were fortunate to get 
poffetfion of thofe veffels the next 
morning, which they brought down 
with them, except a fchooner and 
a floop, laden entirely with pro- 
vifions and ammunition, which they 
were obliged to burn, 

The inhabitants remaining in 
town, and in the neighbouring 
potts, have delivered up their arms, 
and have given their paroles, . They 
molt ardently with once more to 
enjoy the bleflings of peace, and a 
re-union with the mother country. 

The having poflefion of Wil- 
mington and Cape Fear river, is of 
the utmoft importance to lord Corn- 
wallis’s army. The works being 
all clofed in, and the different bat- 
teries completed, I proceeded to 
this port to put the admiral’s or- 
ders in execution. 

nia ee 4. h, 
3- Yeiterday Capt.Donellan, con- 
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viéted of the murder of Sir 


dofius Boughton, about feven ig 
the morning, was carried jn g 


mourning coach from Warwick 
gaol to the place of execution, and 
anged according to his fentence ; 
after which his body was-given tg 
the furgeons, to be diffected 
fore he was turned off he addr: fled 
the fpectators, and faid, Tha 
as he was then going to appear 
before God, to whom all deceit was 
known, he folemnly declared, that 
he was innocent of the crime for 
which he was to fuffer.” 

Couftantinople, February 16. The 
plague fhows itfelf from time te 
time in every part of this refidence, 
and its environs ; it ftill exifts at 
Smyrna, Salonica, Adrianople, and 
in fome of the iflands of the Ar. 
chipelago. 

4. An account of coals imported 
into the port of London tn ten 
years, ending at Chriftmas, 1779; 

Chaldrons. 





Chaldrons, 
1770 - 6155330 | 1775 ~ 672,785 
1771 - 694,003 | 1776 - 700,207 
1772 - 725,008 | 1777 = 694.437 
1773 - 624,781 | 1778 - 647,361 
1774 - 623,727 | 1779 - 587,895 


Utrecht, April 2, ‘The following 
act of generolity of the F nglith Eat. 
India company, deferves notice, 
They having been informed that M, 
Van Rayen, the patftor of Noord- 
wyk, at the heanid oF his own life, 
faved the pilot of the general Bar- 
ker, wrecked on that coalt, chat 
company ordered Meff, Clifford and 
Teyflett, their agents at Amfter- 
dam, to prefent that paftor with 
200 guineas, and to diilribute 100 
more among the men who fayed the 
crew of that fhip. 7 

5. Men raifed in Great Britain 
and Ireland, for his majefty’s! 
forces on the Britith eftablifhment, 
militia and fenfibles not included; 
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as delivered by the fecretary at war 
to the Houfe of Commons: 
Sept. 1774 to Sept. 1775 3575 


19775 to-—— 1776 = 11,063 





; ” 882 
1770 to ——— 177 6, 
1777 0o-—— 778 23,978 
1778 to——— 1779 16,154 
1779 tO-—— 1780-15233 

76,885 


Men raifed for the navy. 
From 2gth Sept.1774 — 345 
1775 = 4735 
1770 —= 21,565 
1777 —— =379475 
1778 — 41,847 
1779 — 41,831 
17890 — 28,210 





176,008 





Killed in the navy, from 
1776 t0 17830 — 1243 

Ditto, died — 

Ditto, deferted — 42,069 
Delivered by the navy board. 


6. Wm. Meyer, Efq; convitted 
at York aflizes of the wilful murder 
of Jofeph Spinke, bailiff’s follower, 
to whofe cuflody he was entrufted, 
was executed according to his fen- 
tence. He complained of the hard- 
fhip of his fentence, declaring he 
had no intention of murdering the 
man, who had been an old fervant 
in his father’s family. It fhould 
feem, that the judge thought fa- 
vourably of his cafe, as he had all 
poflible indulgence granted him ; 
for though he was convicted on the 
20th of March, he was not exe- 


cuted (though a murderer) till the 
6th of April. 


Eaft-India Intelligence. 
From the Bencat GazeTrTe of 


Of. 7, 1780, by Letters from 
Madra:, 
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Friday, September 22, 1780. 

10, By the Nymph floop of war, 
which arrived in the river this day 
from Madras, we had the follow- 
ing difagreeable advice from that 
prefidency. 

That lieut, colonel Baillie, re- 
turning from the northward, with 
intention to join the grand army 
under major general Sir Heétor 
Munro, had been attacked by the 
fon of Elyder Ali, whom he de- 
feated. His detachment confifted 
of 300 European infantry, fome ar- 
tillery, three battalions of feapoys, 
and ten pieces of cannon: but 
hearing afterwards that Hyder in 
perfon, with the main body of his 
forces, had got between him and 
Sir Heétor Munro, he thought pro- 
per to halt where he was, and ime 
mediately difpatched feveral letters 
by different routes to that general, 
acquainting him of his fituation, 
and begging that he would make 
a motion with the army under his 
command, to favour his junétion, 
Notwithitanding this  interefting 
news, and the repeated intreaty of 
lord M’Leod, and the reft of the 
principal officers, no notice was 
taken until an elapfe of three days, 
when inftead of making a move 
ment with the grand army, a de- 
tachment was formed under lieute- 
nant colonel Fletcher. It confilted 
of the company of gentlemen ca- 
dets, the grenadiers and light in- 
fantry companies of the Highland 
regiment, under the orders of ma- 
jor Elphinftone, two companies of 
grenadiers, and ten companies of 
grenadier feapoys. This detach- 
ment, by making a circular route 
and a forced march, joined colonel 
Baillie, who next day marched on 
with the two detachments, in hopes 
of completing his junétion with the 
grand army. His difpofition was 
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excellent: he formed the troops in 
a kind of oblong fquare, the gre- 
nadiers leading, and the baggage 
in the centre ; and although the 
enemy’s cavalry hovered round 
them in the whole march, no im- 
preffion could be made. 

About noon, when the troops 
were much fatigued with their 
march, they arrived at a tape, which 
they were neceflarily obliged, from 
the fituation of the country, to pafs 
through. Here Hyder had laid an 
ambuih, which fucceeded to his 
with. The troops, not fufpeCling 
any thing, entered the grove, but 
were very foon convinced of their 
error; for they were faluted fhortly 
after by a very heavy fire from three 
mafked batteries, one in front, and 
one on each flank, which played 
furioufly upon them ; and, at the 
fame time, a prodigious number 
of rockets being thrown amongtt 
them, fet fire to one of the tum- 
brils, and the lames communicat- 
ing to three others, the whole blew 
up. This threw the feapoys into the 
utmott diforder: however, the Eu- 
ropeans moved brifkly on, and at- 
tacked and carried one of the bat- 
terics with great bravery ; but the 
fire from the other two was fo hot, 
that they were obliged to abandon 
it. ‘They then formed themfelves 
into a compact body, and main- 
tained their grourd with great gal- 
lantry and refolution, until their 
ammunition was expended, when 
they were foon broken, and the 
greatelt part, fome fay the whole, 
were put to the fword. 

General Munro, it is faid, was 
within feven miles of the fcene of 
action ; and, as foon as he was cer- 
tified of the fate of the day, he re- 
treated with great precipitation to 
Chinglepar, being 26 miles, leav- 
ing his baggage, fome fay his ar- 
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quently muft have fallen into the 


tillery, behind him, which 


hands of the enemy. The 

at Madras have Saad for fon 

cours of every kind, men, money 

ftores, and provifions. : 

Saturday, Sept. 23. Orders were 
fent to capt. Nutt, commander of 
the Kingfton Indiaman, to have his 
fhip ready to fail in five days for 
the coaft of Coromandel ; and §f. 
teen lacks of rupees were packed 
up by the treafury ready for em. 
barkation. An embargo, at the fame 
time, was laid on all the fhips in the 
river. 

Monday, Sept. 25. The council 
met on Madras affairs, but came to 
no determination. Captain Nutt 
having informed the board, that 
his ihip could not poflibly be got 
ready before the 8th of O&ober, 
all the captains of the other India 
men, viz. Abercrombie, of the 
Walpole; Blackburn, of the Fox; 
and Timbrell, of the True Briton, 
were ordered to attend the council, 
to give their opinion if there was 
any jult caufe, why captain Natt 
could not comply with his orders, 
They all declared that he could not 
poflibly be ready before the 8th of 
next month, as the fhip was un 
rigged, and fcarcely any water on 
board. 

The following particulars, in ad. 
dition to the foregoing, are given 
in feveral letters received from 
Madras. 

The Tryal packet, capt. Demp- 
fter, left Madras on the 4th of De- 
cember laft; but Hyder Ali had 
entered the Carnatick near 
months before. The Nabob had 
given the government at Madras tes 
peated intelligence of this invafion 
from the beginning ; but no fe 
gard was paid to his reprefentation 


till Hyder’s horfe appeared wight 





feht of the flag-ftaff of Fort George. 
eneral Munro, at length, took 
the field, and encamped at Con- 
‘averam ; but colonels Baillie and 
letcher, who were on their way to 
join with 550 Europeans and 3000 
feapoys, were attacked on their 
march within about fix miles of his 
camp. The action lafted feveral 
hours: at length they were over- 
ered by numbers ; Hyder’s ca- 
valry having broken in upon their 
line, when a great flaughter en- 
fued. All the Europeans were e1- 
ther cut to pieces or taken; and 
about 2000 feapoys lay dead on the 
foot. Hyder, however, loft more 
+ double that number. After 
this fatal event, general Munro re- 
treated immediately towards Ma- 
dras, near which place he remain- 
ed when the packet fet fail for Eu- 
rope. In the mean time Hyder 
took Arcot, the capital of the pro- 
vince, after an obftinate fiege of 75 
days; and foon after he was in pof- 
feflion of all the open country for 
many miles round. 

But, notwithftanding thefe dif- 
afters, a change for the better was 
daily expe€ted. General Coote had 
arrived with 1500 Europeans; and 
12,000 more troops were foon ex- 
pected by land, through the north- 
ern circars. In confequence of thefe 
arrangements, it was fuppofed that 
general Coote would take the field, 
with a great army, by the begin- 
ning of February. And, as gene- 
ral Goddard was ordered to ‘attack 
Mangalore, on the Malabar coatt, 
with the Bombay forces, fo as to 
place Hyder between two fires, it 
is to be hoped that, long before 
this time, he is not only expelled 
from the Carnatick, but even dif- 
poflefied of the greateft part of his 


Own country. 
We are forry to add to the above, 
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that the devaftations of foreign ene- 
mies are not more likely to prove 
ruinous to the company’s fettle- 
ments in India, than the internal 
diffenfions amongft their own fer- 
vants, 

We are informed, through the 
fame channel, that Mr. Whitehill, 
governor of Madras, has been de- 
pofed by the fupreme council; and 
that Mr. Francis had challenged 
Mr. Hattings, and is fhot through 
the body, but is in a fair way of 
recovery. 

Hyder Ali took Arcot by affault 
the 31ft of O&ober; the fort ca- 
pitulated on the 3d of November, 
1780. 

Hague, April 4. The following 
is the anfwer of the court of juttice, 
to the province of Holland, con- 
cerning the affair of Van Berkel, 
and bears date the 27th ult. 

** Noble, great, and mighty lords, 

** As we continued our delibera- 
tions on the queftion, propofed in 
the refolves of your noble and great 
mightineffes, dated the 21ft of De- 
cember, 1780, it appeared unto us, 
on the one hand, from the memo. 
rials of the Chevalier Yorke, then 
ambaflador from the Britifh court, 
as alfo from the general tenor of 
the faid queftion, that the occafion 
of propoling it is (as it feems) the 
punifhment infilted upon in the faid 
memorials, in the name of his Bri- 
tannick majefty ; and that of courfe, 
in order to comply with the faid re- 
quifition of your N. and G. M., ic 
was our duty to enquire whether, 
in confequence of the rights fub- 
filling between his majefly and the 
republic, that is, according to the 
rights of nature and nations, and 
the refpective duties then incum- 
bent on both countries (which are 
hinted at in the faid memorials) as 
well as in conformity to our con- 
flitution 
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fiitation and the placards of this 
country (which conititution is alfo 
appealed to in the faid memorials, 
though upon an affertion which 
feems to us erroneous, namely, that 
« the aforefaid king is the guaran- 
tee of our conftitution ;’’) whether, 
we fay, in confequence of the faid 
conftitution, &c. applied to facts on 
which the faid king grounds his 
complaints, and which placards, &c. 
as the burgomafters and regents of 
Amfterdam maintain, in their me- 
morials fent to us alfo by your no- 
ble and great mightineffes, docon- 
tain nothing illegal, it were expe- 
dient or not to enter into a Crimi 
nal profecution ? 
‘¢ The matter appeared to us in 
the cleareft light, noble, great, and 
mighty lords, when in the contra- 
manifefto publifhed during our fef- 
fion, and approved of on the 12th 
current (March) by their high 
mightinefles the States-General of 
the United Provinces, no doubt 
with the confent of your noble and 
great mightineffes, we obferved, 
that the faid requifition was there- 
in prefented, under the fame point 
of view ; fince it was -faid or im- 
plied in fubftance, as follows: that 
the aforefaid queftion propounded 
to us by your noble and great 
mightineffes was a means adopted 
by you, to fet on foot 2 preli- 
minary inguelt, before fatisfaction 
fhould be granted (faving the con- 
titution and privileges of the 
burghers) to the demands of his 
Britannic majeity, concerning the 
punifhment by him infitted upon, 
** But, on the other hand, we 
took into our coniideration, that 
by attacking this republic in an 
hottile manner, fince your faid re- 
folution of the zoth of December 
fat, the requifition for a punifh- 
ment, and of courfe the apparent 
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caufe of the faid queftion § 

be at an end, and that therelact 
the following law-maxim js app’ 
cable to the prefent cafe, « 
where no one impeaches there cap 
be no judge to pronounce,” whilg 
farthermore, in our opinion (with 
due re{pect be it faid) it would ap- 
pear rather ftrange and ill-timed 
now that the Republic is at Gar 
with Great Britain, to examine 
out of mere compliment to an 
enemy, whether, in comequence of 
rights and obligations, for which 
the faid enemy has no farther It. 
gard, a profecution fhould have 
been entered into, and whether the 
conftitutional laws of the Republic 
would have authorifed it? 

** This difficulty has appeared to 
us in fo important a light, that we 
thought it our duty to acquaint you 
with it; moft refpectfully praying 
to be farther informed of the in. 
tentions of your noble, and great 
mightineffes, in regard to this af. 
fair. 

** Upon which, noble, great, and 
mighty lords, we pray God to con- 
tinue you in a long and profperous 
government.” 

Given at the Hague, March 27. 

Bengal, Sept. 30. We have the 
following account of the 1 fs of the 
Royal Admiral, captain Munro, 
when fhe failed from Bombay. By 
the new deck which they laid on 
her, and the great quantity of cots 
ton they had ftowed on the faid 
deck, the veffel became fo Me 
crank, that it alarmed all the ol- 
ficers, the ports not being caulked 
in, by which fhe shipped a gee 
quantity of water; but they reed 
her, and got her down fo as t0 
carry her fafe off Catwar-Head, 
near which place, we are informed, 
fhe met with a hard {quall of wind 
at about nine velo at night, 
which 
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‘-h Jaid her down on her beam- 
= The captain and officers who 
were in the cabin ran out, but too 
late, the fhip was then finking ; on 
which they returned to the cabin, 
and the veilel funk almoft inftantly. 
The captain’s butler and two Laf- 
cars, jumped out of the cabin win- 
dows, and were faved by the boat, 
which had been caft loofe, and 
which they.found full of water af- 
ter the fhip went down. 

Midnapore, May 3. The follow- 
ing extraordinary accident happen- 
ed here fome days ago: its authen- 
ticity may be depended upon: a 

r woman carrying dinner to her 
ufband, who was employed cut- 
ting woad in a tape about a mile 
from Mr. Pearce’s houfe, was feized 
on the way by a tiger. Her cries 
were heard by the hufband, who 
flew immediately to her affiftance : 
upon approaching the place, he be- 
held his wife in the clutches of the 
dreadful animal, who had her head 
in his mouth, and was dragging 
her into the jungle. Almoft fran- 
tic at feeing her in fo alarming a 
fituation, the honeft native, regard- 
lefs of danger, rufhed upon the 
moniter with his hatchet, and ftruck 
him twice. The beat quitted his 
intended prey, and retired growl- 
ing into the woods. The woman 
was brought in ; her head was hurt, 
but not dangeroufly ; fhe received 
every afliftance from the gentlemen 
here, and is now perfectly reco- 
vered, 

Extra of a Letter, dated Vienna, 
April 12. 

*“‘ His Imperial majefty has if- 
fued out two ordinances, the firit 
dated March 24, ftrictly forbidding 
all religious orders within his do- 
minions, keeping up any corre- 
{pondence in {piritual or temporal 
Matters, with their chiefs, when re- 
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fiding in any foreign parts, order- 
ing that they fhall governed 


folely by their provincial fuperiors, 
fubject to the authority of archbi- 
fhops, bifhops, and even the tem- 
poral governors of provinces. 

‘* The fecond ordinance bears 
date, March 26, and enaéts, that 
no bull, brief, &c. iffued out by 
the apoitolic fee, fhall be of any 
force within the dominions of his 
Imperial majeity, unlefs they have 
received the regium ex/fequatur.” 

Canterbury, April 18. Yetterday 
morning, about a quarter before 
ten o'clock, the corning-mill and 
duiting-houfe, belonging to the 
royal powder-mills at Feverfham, 
containing,as fuppofed, about ninety 
barrels of gunpowder, by fome un- 
known accident, fuddenly blew up. 
The fragments were fcattered round 
with great violence in every direc- 
tion, and three men, who wefe ac 
work in them, loft their lives. Two 
only of the bodies have as yet been 
found : one of them was taken u 
about forty rods from the mill, with- 
out a head, legs, or arms. 

By the explofion, all the fur- 
rounding mills, working-houfes, 
and buildings, were either wholly, 
or in part, unroofed: in fome the 
floors and chimnies were entirely 
broken down; in others the win- 
dow-frames were forced out; and 
in all the glafs was fhivered to 
pieces. Some houfes near the mill 
are totally deftroyed, and all the 
furniture and effects of the inhabi- 
tants rendered ufelefs. In one of 
them,whichftands about twenty rods 
from the fpot where the mill blew 

up, a man, his wife, and two chil- 
dren, luckily efcaped unhurt, tho’ 
the windows, with their frames, and 
all the houfhold furniture, were 
broken in pieces, the doors forced 
off the hinges, and part of the 
chimney 
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chimney beaten down. Another 

, an attendant upon a mill 
then at work, who was writing up- 
on a bench on the outlide, was in- 
flantly covered with the ruins ; 
which, however, being all large 
pieces of timber, fell in fuch a 
manner as to do him no injury, ex- 
cept his being rendered fenfelefs 
for a fhort time after: the bottle 
which contained the ink, was fhi- 
vered in pieces. ° We do not learn 
that any other perfons, except the 
above, were either wounded or 
bruifed, though bricks, tiles, mor- 
tar, &c. fell in almoft every direc- 
tion. 

Mott of the houfes in Weft-ftreet, 
and the adjoining parifh of Da- 
vington (the church of which is un- 
roofed) are greatly damaged, and 
fome fo fhattered, as to require a 
_ little fhort of rebuilding. 
‘The windows 1m the weltern part 
of the town of Feverfham, are moft- 
ly broken, and the glafs forced in- 
to the ftreet : the other parts have 
fuffered, but not very materially. 

EAST-INDIA HOUSE, 

Aprif ig, 1781. 

The 24th of July, 1780, advice 
was received at Fort St. George, 
that Hyder Ali’s cavalry had en- 
tered the Carnatic in different 
places, whereupon the troops in 
cantonments were ordered to af- 
femble at St. ‘Tiomas’s Mount ; 
and a flrone detachment under co- 
lone! Baillie, who commanded in 
the Guntoor Circar, was ordered 
to the prefidency. In the mean 
time Hyder himfelf, with the main 
body of his army, entered by the 
pafs of Changamah, reduced Pol- 
lour, Chitteper, and Arnee, and 
on the 22d of Auguit fat down be- 
fore Arcot. 

The 26th of Augult, Sir Heétor 


* 
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Munro took the field, and moved. 


towards Cenjeveram. 

The 6th of September, the Bee 
neral was informed, that a } 
detachment from Hyder’s army had 
attacked colonel Baillie at Persm. 
bancum, and been repulfed; but a 
colonel Baillie was thereby weak. 
ened, he found it not in his 
to join the general : it was there. 
fore refolved to reinforce colonel 
Baillie with a ftrong detachment, 
and colonel Fletcher was ordered 
on that fervice. 

The 1oth of September, the ge. 
neral was informed, that colonel 
Baillie had been attacked and en. 
tirely defeated ; whereupon it was 
refolved to fall back to Chingleput, 
and afterwards to St. Thomas's 
Mount, where general Munro ar. 
rived the 14th of September. 

The lofs fuftained by the unfor. 
tunate defeat of lieutenant-colonel 
Baillie’s detachment, amounts, in 
killed, wounded, and prifoners, to 
about 508 Europeans, 3300 fea 
poys. 

As foon as intelligence of the 
above difafter reached Madras, re- 
quifition was made to Bengal fora 
fuitable reinforcement to be fent 
from thence with all expedition ; 
whereupon it was refolved, thata 
fupply of money fhould be fent to 
the relief of Fort St. George, and 
that a large detachment of Euro- 
pean infantry and artillery fhould 
alfo proceed thither immediately ; 
and likewife that lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sir Eyre Coote fhould fail di- 
reétly to take upon himfelf the com- 
mand of the army on the coatt. 

It was alfo refoved to detachs 
large body of feapoys, for the fat- 
ther protection and defence of the 
country, as foon as the feafon fhould 
permit of their marching by land. 
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confequence of the above re- 
dinciown, gexeenl Coote left Cal- 


the 13th of O&tober, 1785, 
ai aitivel oe Fort St. George the 
sth of November following, with 
two companies of European artil- 
lery, 660 Lafcars, fix companies of 
European infantry, and one com- 

ny of volunteers ; but Arcot had 
ynfortunately furrendered to Hyder 
two days before the arrival of ge- 
neral Coote at Madras. 

The army under general Coote 
was formed into three grand di- 
vifions, on Choultry Plain, between 
three and four miles fouthward of 
Madras, during the north-eaft mon- 
foon, The general took up his 
refidence with one of them, in or- 
der to be in readinefs to embrace 
the firt opportunity that fhould of- 
fer of gaining advantage over the 
enemy, and has given the ftrongett 
afflurance that his utmoft endea- 
vours fhall be ufed to re-eftablith 
the intereft of the company, and to 
fupport the honour of the Britifh 
arms on the coaft, and he hopes by 
the next opportunity to be able to 
tranfmit more agreeable accounts. 
Extra of a Letter from Madras, 

dl. 24, 1780. 

* After the late fatal ation with 
Hyder Ali, lord M‘Leod fent him 
a letter by a flag of truce, recom- 
mending, in the name of the king 
of Great Britain, humanity to the 
prifoners ; exprefling, at the fame 
tine, a with to know their nuni- 
bers, and particularly the names of 
the officers, and concluding with 4 
requeft that fome papers might be 
returned which his lordthip had 
lo, but which could be of no con- 
fequence only to himfelf. ‘To this 

lyder returned, verbatim, the fol- 
lowing haughty anfwer: 

,* Colonel Baillie and officers, are 
aiive, excepting colonel Fletcher, 
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who was flain in battle. They will 
be treated accordingly well. Had 
I an army confilting of a few, I 
might find your papers; but with 
an army amounting to 100,000 
horfe, how can you think I am able 
to get them for you? What can I 
fay more?” 
Admiralty-Ofice, April 23, 1781. 

Captain Douglas, of his majef- 
ty’s fhip the Venus, arrived at this 
office yefterday afternoon from St. 
Euftatius, with defpatches from ad- 
miral Sir George Bridges Rodney, 
baronet, knight of the Bath, and 
commander in chief of his majef. 
ty’s fhips at the Leeward I{lands, 
to Mr. Stephens, of which the fol- 
lowing are extracts and copies. 
Extraé of a Letter from Sir George 

Brydges Rodney bart. to Mr, Stee 

phens, dated Sandwich, at Eufla- 

tius, March 17, 1781. 

I am happy in congratulating 
their lordthips, that in addition to 
the iflands of St. Euftatius, St. 
Martin’s, Saba, and the French 
ifland of St. Bartholomew (which 
furrendered yelterday) has been ad- 
ded to his majelty’s dominions the 
very valuable acquifition of the two 
Dutch colonies of Demerary and 
Iffequibo, upon the Spanifh main ; 
and although thofe colonies had 
furrendered upon the fuppcfe J terms 
given to St. Euftatius, yet general 
Vaughan and myfelf thought they 
ought to be put quite on a different 
footing, and not treated as an ifland, 
whofe inhabitants, though belong- 
ing to a ftate, who by public treaty 
was bound to affilt Great Britain 
avzainft her avowed enemies, had 
neverthele{s openly affiited her pub- 
lic enemy, and the rebels to her 
ftate, with every neceffary and im- 
plement of war and provifions, per- 
fidioufly breaking the treaties they 
had {worn to maintain, 


We, 
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We, therefore, to eafe the minds 
of the inhabitants of thofe colonies, 
and to enable them to experience 
the happinefs and fecurity of Bri- 
tith government, difpatched their 
deputies back with the enclofed 
terms, which we flatter ourfelves 
will meet with his majefty’s royal 
approbation. 

Great merit is due to general 
Cunningham, governor of barba- 
does, who fent a fummons by cap- 
tain Pender, of his majefty’s floop 
Barbuda, and the Surprife, captain 
Day, whom | had ordered to be 
ftationed off that coaft, in order to 
blockade thofe rivers. 

Enclofed I have the honour to 
fend their lordihips an account of 
the prefent infant produce of the 
colonies of Demerary and Iffequi- 
bo, as given me by the gentlemen 
fent as deputies to general Vaughan 
and myfelf. 

Thefe colonies, in the hands of 
Great Britain, if properly encou- 
raged, in a few years will employ 
more fhips, and produce more re- 
venue to the crown, than all the 
Britifh Weft India iflands united. 

P.S. The Dutch hips feized by 
the privateers at Demerary, are 
droits to the admiralty, the priva- 
teers having no commiilion to take 
them. 

Exiradl of another Letter from Sir 
George Brydges Roduey, bart. to 
Mr. Stephens, dated Sandivich, at 
St. Eustatius, March 17, 1781. 
The furrender of the ifland of 

St. Bartholomew, will prevent the 

French privateers from fheltering 

themfelves under it, and diftreffing 

the trade of his majetty’s fubjeéts. 

The capture of St. Euttatius has 
diftreffed the French iflands beyond 
conception : they are greatly in 
want of every {pecies of provifions 
and flores; 1 will ufe my beit en- 
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deavours to blockade them in fych 
amanner as I hope will revent 
their receiving any. The only dans 
ger is from the Pritih j 
whofe merchants, regardlefs of the 
duty they owe their country, haye 
already contracted with the enemy 
to fupply them with provifions and 
naval ftores. My utmoft attention 
fhall be ufed to prevent their trea. 
fon taking place. 

Copy of a Letter from his exce 
governor Cunningham, to his exe 
cellency P. Vanjchullenburgh, Des 
merary. 

Sir, Barbadoes, Feb. 18, 1781, 
Having received information from 

Mr. Clark, who lately arrived from 

Demerary, that, upon the fuppo. 

fition that hoftilities were likely to 

commence between Great Britain 
and the States General of the Unit 
ed Provinces, your excellency was 
apprehentive that the fettlement 
under your government might por 
fibly fall a prey to privateers, as 
you were in no condition to refit; 
and that, to avoid the confequences 
of their irregularity, you are will. 
ing to furrender to one of his ma 
jeity’s fhips of war ; I therefore, to 
comply with your withes, have fent 
lieutenant Forreft, an officer of the 
goth regiment, with a flag of trace, 
which flag the commander of the 
king’s fhip will convey to you, and 
afford vou an opportunity of fur- 
rendering the government under 
your command to the king of Great 

Britain, which will entitle yout 

the fame terms as thofe granted by 

admiral Sir George Brydges Rod- 
ney, and general Vaughan, to St 

Euttatia, Saba, and St. Martin's 
Captain Pender, of his majefty’s 

fhip Barbuda, I flatter my felf will 

be able to accomplith this objed 
who will acquaint me with yout 
refolution : when, a proper re 
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fhall be fent oe pofleffion for 
king my matter. 
ng rs i honour to be, &c. 
Ja. CUNNINGHAM. 
His ences | P. Vanfchuy- 
lenburgh, Demerary. 

Coty of a Letter from the governor 
and council of Demerary, to bis ex- 
cellency Sir George Brydges Roduey. 

Sir, 

We having furrendered our co- 
Jony to the captains G. Day and 
F. Pender, commanding his majef- 
ty’s thips the Sarprize and Barbu- 
da, and likewife having received a 
letter from general Cunningham, 
offering, in cafe we would give our 
colony uP to his Britannic majef- 
ty, the fame terms to us as your 
excellency has granted to St. Eu- 
flatius, to which letter and our an- 
{wer we take the liberty to refer ; 
which gentlemen have taken the 
fame in name of his Britannic 
majefty : but as they could not fhow 
us thofe terms, we have taken the 
liberty to commit two gentlemen 
of this river, being Jofeph Bourda, 
efq. member of the council, and 
|. Haflin, efq. one of the principal 
inhabitants, with direétions to pro- 
ceed to your excellency with cap- 
tain Pender, who offered a paflage 
to them ; and although the time 
of his departure was very fhort at 
hand, we have gladly embraced this 
Opportunity, as the firft to inform 
your excellency of the real jitua- 
ton of this colony, and propofe 
your excellency to grant in fome 
article for the benefit of the fame, 
which we have reafon to expect 
from your excellency’s known hu- 
manity and univerfal benevolent 
character, 

We hope that your excellency 
will approve of this proceeding, 


and ~ 1g thefe gentlemen all pro- 
1784, 
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tection that they may want during 

the time of their commiffion. 

We recommend ourfelves to your 
excellency’s protection, and have 
the honour to be, Sir, 

Your excellency’s moft obedi- 
ent and very humble fervants, 
Commander and Council of 
Demerary. 

Demerary, P. Van Schuylenburgh. 

March 2, D. Creefts. 

1781. L. J.D. Van Groveftins. 
By order of the honourable council, 
J. L. C. Van Baerle, fecretary. 
His excellency Sir G, B. Rodney. 
C OP Y. 

By Sir George Brydges Rodney, bart. 
knight of the Bath, admiral of the 
avbite, and commander in chief of 
his mayefy’s Joips and veffels em- 
ploved, and to be employed, at Bar- 
badoes, the Leeward Iflands, and 
the feas adjacent ; and by the ho- 
nourable general Fohn Vaughan, 
commander in chief of bis majofiy’s 
land forces employed in the Weft ln- 
dies, Se. Se. Se. 

Whereas the inhabitants of De- 
merary, and the river Iffequibo, and 
dependencies, have furrendered at 
difcretion to the arms of his Bri- 
tannic majeity ; it is hereby grant- 
ed to the inhabitants to remain in 
full poffeffion of their property, and 
to be governed by their prefent 
laws till his majeity’s pleafure is 
known. 

All the property, ftores, &c. be- 
longing to the Dutch Welt India 
company, to be delivered up to his 
Britannic majelty’s officers. 

The inhabitants to take the oaths 
of allegiance w, and. be admitted 
under the proteétion of, the crown 
of Great Britain ; and will be al- 
lowed to export their produce to 
Great Britain, or the Britith iflands 
of Tobago and Barbadoes, in Bri- 
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tith bottoms, and treated in all re- 
fpedts as Britith fubjetts, till his 
majefty’s pleafure be known. 

The commandant and the other 
officers have leave to go to Hol- 
Jand in a cartel, taking with them 
all their effects of whatever nature : 
the troops to have the fame indul- 
gence. 

Given under our hands at St. Eu- 
ftatius, this 14th day of March, 
1781. 

G. B. Ropney. 
Joun VauGuan. 

The prefent annual 4 of 
the infant colonies of Demerary 
and Iflequibo : : 

Ten thoufand hogtheads of fu- 
gar; ram in proportion. 

Five million of pounds of coffee. 

Eight hundred thoufand pounds 
of cotton. 

Cocoa and indigo not afcertained 
as yet. 

lt appears by the letters receiv- 
ed by captain Douglas, that feve- 
ral Britifh privateers had entered 
the river Demerary before the ar- 
rival of his majefty’s floops Sur- 
prize and Barbuda, and taken pof- 
feffion of a large number of Dutch 
merchant thips in that river. 

Admiralty-Office, April 24, 1781. 

Capt. Balfour arrived this morn- 
ing with defpatches from vice-ad- 
miral Arbuthnot, commander in 
chief of his majefty’s thips in North- 
America, to Mr, Stephens, of which 
the following are copy and extract : 
Copy of a Letter from vice-admiral 

Arbuthnot, to Mr. Stephens, dated 

Royal Oak, in Lynne Haven Bay, 

March 20, 1781. 

My letter of the isth ult. by the 
Mercury pacquet, will have ac- 
quainted their lordfhips with the 
lofs of the Culloden and difmafture 
of the Bedford, in a gale of wind, 
on the 23d of January, at the eatt 
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end of Long Ifland, and of the 
abfence of the America, which az 
that time was driven to fea, but re. 
turned without damage on the 8th 
ult. 

In the mean while every pofible 
exertion was made to get the lower 
matts out of the Culloden for the 
Bedford ; but the weather was 
exceedingly fevere and tempeftuons, 
that it was not effected until the 
ift. curt. 

The enemy deriving courage and 
confidence from thefe misfortunes 
at one time, curing the ablence of 
the America, and believing thatthe 
Bedtord alfo was loft, meditated ap 
attack upon us, which, however, 
they laid afide, after their emiff. 
ries had reconnoitred our pofition 
in Gardiner’s Bay. 

An attempt was next made agaiat 
our naval force employed to co-ope- 
rate with brigadier-general Arnold 
in Virginia. I received early in- 
timation of their intentions, and 
accordingly put thefe officers upon 
their guard. ‘This was to have beea 
executed by the Eveille, orig 
64, and two frigates, which 
from Rhode-Ifland on the 8th of 
February ; but finding it impofible 
to fucceed in that quarter, leftit 
on the ryth following. ; 

I had, on the communication of 
this intelligence, defpatched the 
Charles-Town to Carolina, to order 
the Chatham (of whofe arrival 
had been informed) with the Ree 
buck, Romulus, and fome frigates 
to proceed to Virginia, and end 
vour tocut off their return; which, 
however, was rendered abortive 0 
the fhortnefs of their fay. I an 
forry to add, that they fell in wit 
and captured the Romulus on thet 
paflage back, off the Capes of Vie 
ginia, as fhe was proceeding | 
ther from Charles-Town, 0 ie 
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the Charon j having failed in con- 
fequence of a prior engagement be- 
fore the Charles-Town could reach 
her. 

It was now neceflary, from the 
difcontents in the rebel army, and 
among the minds of the people, to 
attempt fomething to revive a droop- 
ing caufe. The danger of Virginia 
from the enterprifing fpirit of bri- 

adier-general Arnold, had he been 
Sreagthened, which was likely to 
happen, muft become imminent : 
the plan, therefore, adopted by the 
rebels and their allies, was, by a 
combined operation to attack him, 
and, by reducing him and his de- 
tachment, to fet at liberty the whole 
force of the fouthern provinces, to 
act againft lord Cornwallis in Ca- 
rolina. The parties from Mr. Wath- 
ington’s army, under the Marquis 
de la Fayette, were to proceed down 
the Elk by the way of Maryland ; 
whilft a large body of Virginian 
militia, under a Mr. Nelfon, in this 
colony, were collecting to attack 
him in concert with the French 
troops, commanded by the Count 
de Rochambeau. I had the honour 
to give information of thefe defigns 
to Sir Henry Clinton, at New- 
York ; and as my intelligence from 
Rhode-Ifland was frequently and 
accurately repeated, the objects for 
the fervice of the fquadron became 
clear and open to my view, 

The feafon the enemy chofe to 
execute this meafure, was while the 
Bedford was remafting. The lower 
mafts of the Culloden having been 
brought into Gardiner’s Bay, fhe 
hauled along-fide the London, and 
get them o on the sth curt. and 

as completely rigge ‘ 
for fea A oo, ee on ee 

The enemy, I prefume, were very 
foon apprifed of the Bedford be- 
ig entirely tripped, and concciv- 
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ing this work would take up a con- 
fiderable time, began to embark 
troops on the sth: by the 8th, near 
2000 of their troops were put on 
board the fquadron, which had been 
previoufly prepared in other re- 
{pecis, and pufhed to fea with a 
ftrong eafterly gale the evening of 
the fame day. 

On the gth, the whole of his 
majefty’s fgyuadron under my com- 
mand, fell down to the entrance 
of Gardiner’s Bay; and the next 
morning, juft before I weighed, I 
received corroborative information 
from Sir Henry Clinton, that very 
confiderable detachments were fends 
ing to the fouthward from Mr. 
Wabhington’s army; but his excel- 
lency did not appess to have any 
immediate idea of re-inforcing bri- 
penal cag be Arnold with troops. 

uppofing, however, that he might 
afterwards judge it neceflary, as his 
fituation would become extremely 
critical, I direéted captain Hudfon 
of the Richmond, the fenior of- 
ficer at New-York, to take his ex- 
cellency’s fentiments on the fub- 
ject; and, fhould it be deemed pro- 
per, to take under his convoy the 
troops that might be fent to aid 
thofe already employed in Virginia; 
but, fhould his excellency think 
fuch relief unneceflary, he was to 
join me off the Chefapeak, with 
the Richmond, Orpheus, and any 
others of his majelty’s fhips that 
might arrive at New-York in the 
interim. 

On the 1oth, I cleared the coatt 
of Long Ifland with the {quadron, 
and proceeded to the fouthward as 
expeditioufly as poffible, in the hope 
of being able to fight the enemy 
before their entry into the Chela- 
peak, or, if practicable, to attack 
them there. 

On the 13th, in lat, 39, go north, 
(D 2) within 
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within a few leagues of the coaft, 
I fpoke with a veflel from London 

for New-York, which had feen the 

French fquadron the day before a 

degree to the fouthward, confifting 

of eight fail of large thips, three 

frigates, and a tender. I parted 

from her the fame evening, and 

fteered fuch a courfe as would belt 

enable me to intercept it. 

On the 16th, at fix, A. M. the 
Iris made the lignal for difcovering 
five flrange fail to the N.N.E. and 
foon afterwards hailed; that they 
were large fhips fteering for the 
Capes of Virginia, and fuppofed to 
be diftant about three miles, © I 
immediately concluded it mult be 
the enemy I was in fearch of, and 
accordingly prepared the fqeadron 
for battle, by forming the line a- 
head a cable’s length afunder, on 
a wind which was then frefh, and 
proceeding towards them with a 

refs of fail: at this time Cape 
Henry bore S. W. by W. diftant 
nbout 14 leagues, wind at weit ; 
the French bearing from us N.N.E. 
the weather fo hazy that the length 
of the Britifh line could fearecly be 
difcerned, 

At a quarter of an hoar after 
eight A. M. the wind veered to 
N.W. by W. and foon after to N. 
by W. which gave the enemy the 
advantage of the weather-gage. 
About this time feveral of the ene- 
my’s fhips were difcovered to wind- 
ward, manceuvring to form their 
Line. 

At 25 minutes after eight, the 
Guadaloupe ranged up under our 
lee, bringing the fame intelligence 
with that already given by the Iris, 
and was ordered to make fail, and 
endeavour to keep fight of the ene- 
my. 

At 35 minutes after eight, I di- 
rected the Lris, by ficnal, to make 
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fail a-head and keep fight of the 
enemy, as the haze a 

thicken. The Britith aoe a 
this time, completely formed, and 
clofe hauled on the larboard tack. 

At 20 minutes after nine, the 
headmott of the French thips tack. 
ed, as did the reft in fucceffion, and 
formed the line an the ftarboard 
tack. 

At 35 minutes after nine, thewea. 
ther being very fqually, I formed 
the line a-head at two cables length 
afunder. ! 

At a quarter of an hour after ten, 
1 made the fignal for the 
to tack, the headmoft and weathers 
mott firft, and gain the wind of the 
enemy. 

At a quarter of an hour after 
eleven, the headmott of the French 
line tacked ; but one of them hav. 
ing miffed ftays, the reft wore, and 
formed the line on the larboard 
tack, 

At 40 minutes after eleven, I 
reformed my line, at one cable's 
length afunder. 

At twelve o’clock, there being 
a profpect of the van of my line 
reaching the enemy, the whole of 
my line tacked by fignal, the van 
firft, and the leading thip contin 
ing to lead on the other tack. 

At ten o’clock, the French {qu 
dron having completed their form 
in a line a-head, confitting of eigh 
two-declters, bore E. by 5. the Bre 
tith lineclofe hauled, flcering E.S.E. 
wind at N. E. 

At half an hour after one o'clock, 
the enemy being very apprehen 
of the danger and inconvenience 
engaging to windward from 
high fea that was running, 
fgually weather, wore and fort “ 
their line to leeward of the Baw 
line. 

At two o'clock the van of 

two ocio fquadra 











a eS SS FS oS, FF 2 








1781.) ocqcCc WR RE NAGE GS. (53) 


fauadron wore in the line, and in 
ay minutes the Robut, which 
led the fleet, and afterwards behav- 
ed in the moft gallant manner, was 
warmly engaged with the van of 
the enemy. ‘The fhips in the van 
and centre of the line were all 
warmly engaged by half an hour 
pat two, and by three o’clock the 
French line was broken: their 
fhips began foon after to wear, and 
to formtheir line again, with their 
heads to the fouth-ealt into the 
ocean. 

At 20 minutes after three I wore 
and ftood after them. I was forry 
to obferve the Robuf, Prudent, 
and Europe, which were the head- 
molt thips, and received the whole 
of the enemy’s fire at their Beg 
as they bore down, fo entirely dif- 
abled, and the London’s main top- 
fail-yard being carried away, (the 
wo firt unmanageeble laying with 
their heads from the enemy) as to 
be incapable of purfuit, and of 
renderitig the advantage we had 
gained cecifive. 

At half after four the haze came 
on fo very thick, as entirely to in- 
tercept the enemy from my view, 
The Medea joined me foon after, 
which I directed to follow, and ob- 
ferve the route of the enemy, while 
I proceeded with the fquadron to 
the Chefapeak, in the hope of in- 
tercepting them fhould they attempt 
to get in there. 

At feven o'clock I brought to 
with the {quadron, to put the dif- 
abled thips in a fituation to execute 
thefe intentions. 

Next morning I made fail, and 
the fame evening (the Robutft be- 
ing towed by the America, and the 
Prudent by the Adamant) anchor- 
ed with the whole fquadron about 
three leagues to theeaitward of ¢ ‘ape 
Charles, within Cape Henry : 


the evening after, the whole fqua- 
dron anchoredin Lynne HaveiBoy. 

I cannot but regret that the early 
flight of the enemy prevented the 
action from becoming general. 

1 have had a conference with 
brigadier-general Arnold, and find 
his forces began to be preft for pro- 
vifion, as well as by the formidable 
combination againft him.  Fa- 
yette’s continental detachment is 
blocked up at Annapolis by his 
majefty’s floops the Hope and Ge- 
neral Monk. The Rebel militia, 
difaffected to the fervice, will 
{fpeedily difperfe ; and the Count 
de Rochambeau mutt feek another 
opportunity of vifiting Virginia. 
The plan of the Rebel campaign is 
entirely difconcerted ; and I flatter 
myfelf thefe events will be pro- 
duétive of very folid advantages to 
his majefty’s fervice. 

I have detached frigates after the 
enemy, and {hall put to fea imme- 
diately with the fquadron to follow 
their movements, and bring them 
if poflible to a fecond a¢tion. In 
this firft they muft have Jott great 
numbers of men, though their 
rigging fuflered little to appear- 
ance. 

1 have the honour to enclofe a 
return of the killed and wounded, 
lift and difpofition of the {quadron, 
and line of battic. 

Capt. Balfour, who is charged 
with the delivery of this letter, 
ferved as a volunteer for fix weeks 
on board the Roval Oak, and was 
with me in the day of aétion. 

have the honour to be, &c. 
M. AxnutTunor. 
E:xtradl of a Letter from vice-adni- 
ral Arbuthnot, to Mr. Stephens, 
dated Royal Oak, in Lynne-Haven 

Bay, March yo, 173%. 

In continuation of my letter of 
the zoth inftant, I have the honour 
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© acquaint vou that I put to fea 
with the fquadron under my com- 
mand on the morning of the 24th, 
and iteered a courfe for the Dela- 
war, where it was conceived likely 
the enemy might endeavour to take 
refuge; but as the ftate of the 
weather towards noon appeared to 
indicate a gale, which is generally 
expected at this feafon, I judged it 
advifeable to return to the bay, 
where I anchored the fame evening. 

On the 26th a re-inforcement of 
troops, in number about 2c00, 
commanded by  major-general 
Phillips, arrived from New York, 
under the Efcort of capt. Hudfon, 
of the Richmond, with the fhips 
and veflels named in the Margin.* 
At the fame time the Iris and Pearl, 
which had been detached to obferve 
the route of the enemy, returned 
without having difcovered them ; 
the former had fprung her main- 
mait in the late gale. 

‘The Medea was immediately 
cefpatched to reconnoitre the Dela- 
war. 

The army under major-general 
Philips was immediately forwarded 
to Portimoath; and the junétion 
efiected between the forces at pre- 
fent there under brigadier-general 
Arnold. 

I wait with great impatience to 
embrace the lirit opportunity to put 
to fea, which I fhall feize the mo- 
mentit Ofiers. For thete lait two 


days the weather has been fo 
fguaily, as to preclude all com- 
munication by boats between the 


{i ps of the fguadron, 

Return of the killed and wounded 
in the attion between the Britith 
and Vrench tguadrons off the 
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* Orpheus, Chatham, Savago lié 
e : ‘ham, Savage, Hallifax, 
@eoiciia, Vulan nre-thip. 
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Capes of Virginia, March 46, A 
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Killed. Wounded. 
Robut — 15 21 
Europe — 19 
Prudent — 24 
Royal Oak 
London 
Adamant 
Bedford 


America 


bit 
[ilttixe 


Jed Pore 


Total 30 73 F 
OFFICER KILLED. 


Hon. lieutenant Lyttelton, of the 
Robutt. 


OFFICER WOUNDED, 


Matter of the America, : : 
Royal Oak, 
Lynne-Haven Bay, 
March 28, 1781. 
M. ArBuTHnor, 


ge eG BORGO I TS EEL 


LINE of BATTLE. 


Marriot Arbuthnot, Efq. vice-admiral of 
the white, commander in chief. 
The America to lead with the ftarboard, 
and the Robuft to lead with the larboard 

tacks on board. 


Rates. Ships. Guns, Men. 
3. America Capt. Thompfon 64 500 
Bedford Capt.Affieck 74 600 
4. Acamart Capt. epreen 50 350 
RearAd.Graves > 
2. London ho Graves $90 68 
V. Adm. Ar- 
3. Royal Oak buthnot 
Capt. Swiney 
Prudent Capt. Burnet 64 500 
Europe Capt. Child 64 500 ee 
Robuit Cant. Cofby “4 600 z 


74 «(64 


FRIGATES. 


Guadaloupe, Pearl, to repeat fig- 
nals, Iris. 
Given on board his majef- 
ty’s fhip the Royal Oak, 
in Gardiner’s Bay, Feb. 
13, 1781. M. ArBuTHNOT- 
A lit 
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A litt of the French fhips compof- 
ing the enemy’s fquadron, on 
the 6th of March, 1751. 


Ships. Guns. 
Neptune (coppere?) —— 84 
Burgoyne (coppered) 84 
Conquerant —- 74 
Provence == — 064 
Ardent —_ —_ O04 
Jafon _- — — 64 
Eveille (coppered) — 64 
Romulus — ome 40 


Frigates: Hermione, Gentile, Fan- 
tafque, en Flute. 
Royal Oak, 
Lynne Haven Bay, 
March 28,1781. M.ArBpuTuHnor. 
This Gazette contains alio an 
additional inftruction from his ma- 
jefty, dated April 21, inftanr, to 
all thips of war and privateers, not 
to prevent the interruption of trade 
and navigation in the Baltic, as 
follows: ** We do hereby ttriclly 
charge and enjoin the commanders 
of our fhips of war, and the com- 
manders of all fhips and veffels hav- 
ing letters of marque and repriful, 
that they do not, by virtue of their 
commiflions, or under colour there- 
of, flop or detain any fhip or vef- 
felin the Baltick, for the purpote 
of making prize of the fame ; but 
that they fuffer alt fuch fhips and 
veflels as they fhall meet in thofe 
leas, to proceed on their refpective 
voyages without interruption. ] 
Whitehall, April 25, 1731. 
Defpatches were this day receiv- 
ed from Sir Henry Clinton, knight 
of the Bath, to lord George Ger- 
main, one of his majeity’s princi- 
pal {ecretaries of ftate, brought by 
the Mercury pacquet, from New- 
York to Falmouth, of which the 
following are extraéts : 
New-Vork, March 1, 1781. 
My Lord, 
In a letter of the 24th of Fe- 
bruary (which was fent to England 
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by the Adventure brig, and of 
which a duplicate is tranfmitted 
herewith) I had the honour of giv- 
ing your lordthip all the informa- 
tion 1 could with propriety do, by 
fuch an uncertain conveyance. I 
therein told your lordihip that the 
pacquet waited only for the admi- 
ral’s defpatches for Europe. But 
circumitances began to affume fuch 
an appearance at the time of their 
arrival, that I thought it proper to 
detain her a little longer, in hopes 
of being able togive your lordthip 
a clearer detail of events (which 
feemed to promife the molt impor- 
tant coniequences) than was then 
in my power.to do, 

On the 16th ult. I received in- 
formation from vice-admiral Ar- 
buthnot, that the French fleet at 
Rhode Ifland were all ready for 
failing, fuppofed for the Chefa- 
peak ; and that a number of troops 
were embarked in tran{ports to ac- 
company them. I immediately up- 
on this directed a large proportion 
of troops, moit of them the elite 
of my army, to be ready at a mo- 
ment’s warning to embark, with 
major-general Philips, under fuch 
convoy as the vice-admiral thould 
think proper to appoint. ‘Though 
[ muft at the fame time confels to 
your lordthip, that I then imagined 
their object to be an attack of our 
ficet in Gardiner’s Bay (in its weal 
tate, from the entire lois of one 
74, the abfence of a fhipof the line, 
and a so, and another of 74 be- 
ing difmafted) and I was the more 
inclined to form this opinion (which 
I had alfo given to the admiral) 
from the rebels having made no 
movements whatfoever in their 
camp, which indicated any inten- 
tion of detaching to the fouti- 
ward. 

I was, however, on the 19th, 
alarmed by information from bri- 
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gadier-general Arnold, dated the 
14th, that a French 64, and two 
frigates, blocked the Chefapeak, 
and had placed themfelves in a 
fituation to favour a co-operation 
againt our poft at Portimouth. I 
defpatched this intelligence to the 
admiral without delay ; but I am 
apprehenfive that he had no cer- 
tuin information of thefe fhips be- 
ing part of the Rhode-Ifland fqua- 
dron until the 21f (though they 
failed from thence the gth) as he 
fuggetted to me nothing of fuch a 
movement before his letter of that 
date ‘which was only two days be- 
fore their return thither with the 
Romulus man of war, which they 
had taken at the entrance of the 
Cheiapeak) elfe I am_ perfuaded 
the admiral would have fent to Vir- 
cinia an adequate detachment froin 
his fleet, which was now become 
more refpectable by tts being re- 
foined by the two miffine fhips, and 
the Bedtord’s having got in her 
jury matts, 

Marc’ 1. At this time I receiv- 
ed information, that the rebel ge- 
neral Wathineton, had 


qvithla 


i made a con- 
fiderable detachment to the fouth- 
ward under the Marquis de la 
Fayette, clearly marking an inten- 
tion of either attempting fomething 
againit our pofts on Elizabeth river, 
or re-enforcing the army under the 
rebel peneral Green, Of this I 
likewite fent immediate notice to 
vice-admiral Arbuthnot; and (tho’ 
I had indeed taken for granted he 
had already detached a proper num- 
ber of thips to clear the Chefapeak) 
fubmitting to him, if he had not 
done it, the propriety of doing it 
direéily ° 

March 4. [now immediately em- 
barked the troops defined for this 
fervice; and | directed them to be 
placed in a fituanon from whence 
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they might proceed to fea ata mo- 
ment’s notice, having reafon 
hour to expect the admiral’s g 
pearing with his {quadron to efcort 
them, efpecially as I had jut re. 
ceived a letter from him, dated the 
zd, to that effect; and acquaint. 
ing me that he had that mornip 
received undoubted intelligence tha: 
1000 French troops embarked the 
25th, to which more were to be 
added, and that they were fuppofed 
to have failed for the Chefapeak og 
the 27th. 

On the 7th, I received another 
letter from the admiral, dated the 
4th, faying, ** He would move jim. 
mediately with the fhips, fending 
a frigate to reconnoitre Rhode 
Ifland in pafling, and regulate his 
meafurce with refpect to calling of 
the Hock, by what is difcovered 
there ; ani that he had ordered the 
Richmond, Orpheus, and Savage, 
to proceed with the re-inforcement, 
in cafe he iould not call off the 
Hook.” 

From thefe letters T was indaced 
to expect, ‘iat I ‘hould either fee 
or hear from the admira_ before the 
expedition moved trom hence: but, 
by his orders to the naval come 
manding officer in this port of the 
fame date, and fent, | {uppofe, at 
the fame time with his letter to me 
of the 4th) ‘* directing him to pros 
ceed with the traniports to the Che. 
, with ail poilible expedi- 
tion; and if 1 declined fending any 
reinforceinent to Virginia, requifs 
ing him pofitively to join the ad- 
miral in the Chefapeak with all 
poflible defpatch ;” it feemed to 
appear, that the admiral was al- 
ready failed to that bay. Captain 


fapeak 


Hudfon, who commanded the king’s 
hip, underitood this alfo as a po» 
{itive order for him to proceed ime 
I however thought it 

iingulaty 


mediately, 
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fingular, that captain Hudfon fhould 
receive from the admiral fuch po- 
ftive orders to fail immediately to 
the Chefapeak, when his letter to 
me of the fame date (recapitulat- 
ing thefe orders) only fays, that he 
is direéted to do fo, in cafe the ad- 
miral does not call off the Hook. 
Having therefore no means of af- 
certaining, whether the admiral was 
gone to the Chefapeak or no, or 
whether he had even failed from 
Gardiner’s Bay, or whether the 
whole or any part of the French 
feet had moved from Rhode-Ii{land 
to the Chefapeak, I thought it 
right to fubmit to captain Hudfon 
the propriety of ftaying a little 
longer, in expectation of this mat- 
ter being cleared up, either by the 
admiral’s appearance of the Hook, 
or at leaft a mefiage from him de- 
claratory of his intentions, as, dur- 
ing our prefent uncertainty, I did 
not think it advifable to let the 
troops go before I heard again from 
the admiral, with which he was fo 
obliging as to acquielce. 

| immediately after this wrote 
again to the admiral, informing 
him, that the expedition to the 
Chelapeak only waited for his or- 
ders; and earneltly requetting that 
he would, without lofs of time, fa- 
vour me with his pofitive advice re- 
fpecting this very ferious and inte- 
refting fubject; becaufe, as loag as 
I had reafon, from his information, 
to luppoie that part of the French 
ficet Were gone to the Chefapeak, 
I could not think of rifquing fuch 
a corps of troops under the convoy 
of only two frigates, unlefs I was 
alured that he was in a fituation 
to Cover them. 
Varch tt. Soon after this letter 
tpatched, information arriv- 
ony brigadier-gencral Arnold, 
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dated the 8th, that the Chefapeak 
was entirely clear of a French na- 
val force. By which, being per- 
fuaded that the report of one hav- 
ing failed thither from Rhode- 
iiland on the 27th ult. was not well 
founded, I did not hefitate a moe« 
ment to give it to captain Hudfong 
as my opinion, that the expedition 
fhould tail, without lofs of time, 
under the convoy the admiral had 
allotted for it, fuggeiting to him, 
at the fame time, whether he had 
not better take with him all the 
king’s thips now here, or which he 
might fall in with on his paflage. 
I was alfo more flrongly confirmed 
in this opinion by a letter I receiv 
ed from the admiral, dated the 8th, 
informing me, ‘* That in confe- 
quence of undoubted intelligence, 
received at two o’clock that after- 
noon, that the French fleet and 
troops are evacuating Newport with 
the greateit expedition, and that 
their deftination is certainly for Vir- 
inia.”” 

Mar} 14. ‘This day a letter, 
dated the 11th at fea, was brought 
to me from the admiral by the Hal- 
lifax floop of war, captain Bowers, 
who fortunately fell in with him 
off Montack Point, the roth curt. 
In addition to what the admiral 
fays, captain Bowers informs me, 
that the whole French fleet failed 
from Newport on the 8th iniflant, 
J am not without hopes, that, as 
the adiniral is clear of all mcums 
brance, notwithftanding they had 
two days tart of him, he will over- 
take them before they get the 
length of the Chefapeak, fhould 
that be really their deitination. But 
fhould the vice-admiral be fo for- 
tunate as to overtake the French 
flect before they reach the Chelas 
peak, I have every hope of his fuc 
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cefs, which fo fine a fleet, and the 
abilities of its commander can give 
me. 

From brigadier-general Arnold’s 
letter to me, your lordship will _ 
ccive he is under no apprehentions 
of any fudden misfortune: and, 
with refpeét to the rebel troops 
marched ‘to the fouthward under 
Fayette, I have no doubt their pro- 
grefs (at leait by water) will be im- 
peded, if the officer commanding 
the king’s fhips in the Chefapeak 
has availed himfelf of the infor- 
mation I have fent him; nor dol 
think they can arrive near our pofts 
before the 20th at fooneft. The 
reinforcements under general Phil- 
lips, wait only for a wind to go to 
fea. I with it could have been 
itronger, but I have not another 
tranfport left: thofe fent to Vir- 
ginia with general Arnold, remain- 


PRINCIPAL 








(May, 


more liquor, he took and 

dead, and with his a yor 
made at another perfon, who for. 
tunately efcaped through the win. 
dow, and immediately went to the 
guard room in the caftle, and gave 
information : when a party came 
down, the foldier had retired to his 
apartment, reloaded his firelock 
and on the appearance of the frf 
man to apprehend him, hhot him 
dead. His comrade, on feeing this 
levelled and fhot the delinquent 
dead on the fpot. 


MA Y. 


1. This day began to be held, 
at the Horfe-guards, a court-mar. 
tial, appointed to examine into the 
conduct of major Corbet, lieute. 


nant-governor of the ifland of Jer. 
fey. 


ing ftill there, I fuppofe for want 2. Yelterday was helden, atSio [FF th 
of convoy to bring them back. College, the anniverfary meeting Fa. 

The beit information which my of the London clergy, whenala J nm 
late letters from the fouthward, and tin fermon was preached in St. Al- th 
intelligence from the rebel country, phage church, by their prefident, [RF to 
enable me to give your lordfhip, the Rev. James Waller, D.D. Af en 


reipecting lord Cornwallis’s fitua- 
tion, is, that having forced the paf- 
jage of the Catawba, and difperfed 
the militia who oppofed him, his 
lordfhip had penetrated into North- 
Carolina as far as Hillfborough, 
driving before him the rebel gene- 
rals Green and Morgan, who fled 
towards Virginia with the utmolt 


ter which the following gentlemen 
were elected officers for the year en- 
fuing : the Rev. John Douglas,D.D. 
prefident ; Peter Whalley, LI.b. 
and William Romaine, M A. deans; 
Thomas Weales, D. D. Samuel 
Carr, M.A. George Stinton, D.D, 
and Henry Whitfield, D. D. alli 


ants. 
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precipitation: and general Arncld’s th 
late defpatches give me reafon to /*!rad of a Letter from lord Raw 


think, that his lordihip has even don to lord George Germain, dated S Viz 
reached the banks of the Roanoke. Camden, South Carolina, Marc) p fit 
Windjor, April 26. 23> 1731. tw 

Yelterday afternoon an inhuman My Lorp, of 
aftray happened at an ale-houfe in Your lordthip may probably e- in 
this town: a foldier drinking in peét, that, as circumitances have the 
company with two or three indif- allowed me the honour of writing ly, 
ferent people, and the man of the to you, I fhould not neglect % me 
houfe refuting to draw him any mention the flate of affairs 1m the me 


duitridy 











1781+) 


difrit which lord Cornwallis has 


committed to my charge. Some 
daring but ill-fupported efforts Pat 
been made by generals Sumpter an 
Martin, to excite an infurre¢ction in 
this province. ‘They have failed in 
every attempt, and have been re- 
peatedly routed by our detach- 
ments; but as every man in both 
their corps 1s mounted (part being 
armed with fwords, as cavalry, and 
part with firelocks) they quickly 
reafemble. The difficulty of get- 
ting proper appointments inCharles- 
Town, and the labour of tranfport- 
ing them through fuch a diftant 
and precarious Communication, have 
prevented my being able to efta- 
blih a cavalry fufhciently numer- 
ous to cope of themielves with the 
force of either Sumpter or Martin. 
As the enemy have no baggage, 
our infantry can rarely get up to 
them, and can never force them to 
adecifive contelt in a country pe- 
netrable in every part. As yet, 
therefore, we have not been able 
to crufh thefe invaders. ‘Their 
enterprizes, however, though very 
‘roubleiome, are not very ferious ; 
and as their profpects of fupport 
mut now abandon them, I hope 
that this petty warfare may foon 
expire of itielf, 

'0. A meffenger arrived yefter- 
cay morning, about fix o’clock, ex- 
preis at the Admiralty, from the 
nght hon. Mr. Eden, fecretary to 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland, with 
the following difagreeable advice, 
viz. that the French fquadron, con- 
lifting of fix fhips of the line, and 
“54 frigates, under the command 
of Monf, de la Motte Piguet, fell 
ri with the St. Euftatia fleet, on 
the 2d init. to the weftward of Scil- 
Iy5 that commodore Hotham, im- 


La dq} tely s , 
meciately on deferying the enemy, 


tieet and con- 


46¢ a hienal for the 
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voy to difperfe; in confequence of 
which, eight of the merchantmen, 
and fortunately the whole of the 
king’s fhips, viz. the Vengeance, 
and Prince Edward men of war, 
Alemena and Mars frigates, got 
fafe into Beer-Haven; a ninth mer- 
chantman has fince arrived at Ply- 
mouth ; but the remainder have fal- 
len into the enemy’s hands. The 
captured {pecie, to a very confider- 
able amount, was fortunately on 
board the Vengeance man of war. 

St. James's, May 18. The follow- 
ing intelligence was this day re- 
ceived from Bombay, dated Ja- 
nuary 11, 1781. 

That it having been refolved to 
lay fiege to Bafan, on the coait of 
Malabar, general Goddard, with 
the forces under his command, with 
great difficulty completed his march 
from Surat, fo as to arrive betore 
the place on the 13th of Novem- 
ber, where he was joined by rein- 
forcements and ftores from Bom- 
bay. The general finding it very 
ftrong, and defended by a numer- 
ous garrifon, under the command 
of Vifagee Punt, determined to 
carry on his operations with regu- 
larity and precaution. On the 28th, 
in the morning, he had completed 
a battery of fix guns and fix mor- 
tars, within goo yards of the place, 
and, under cover of the fire, car- 
ried on his approaches to the fpot 
where he erected the grand battery 
of nine twenty-four pounders, which 
was opened the gth of December 
in the morning, within 500 yards 
of the wall; befides which, a bat- 

ery of 20 mortars, of different 
fizes, was opened upon one of the 
flanks of the parapet. Thefe were 
ferved with fuch effeét, that on the 
soth, in the morning, a pratticable 
breach being nearly completed, a 
meffage was fent from the fort, of- 
fering 
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fering to furrender ; and, after fome 
demur on the part of the enemy, 
which obliged the general to re- 
new the fire from the batteries, the 
place furrendered the next day at 
difcretion. The garrifon marched 
out, and laid down their arms in 
front of the fort, being allowed 
only to carry away their own pri- 
vate effeéts. It adds greatly to the 
fatisfaction which this important 
acquifition gives, that the lofs we 
fuftained is very fmall, one officer 
only, lieut. Sir John James Gor- 
don, who, having been wounded, 
is fince dead, and about 12 men 
killed and wounded, of whom four 
only were Europeans. A confider- 
able quantity of ammunition was 
found in the fort, 220 pieces of 
cannon, and ten brafs mortars, of 
which 19 pieces of brafs cannon, 
feveral of a very large calibre, 128 
pieces of the iron ordnance, and all 
the mortars, have been reported 
ferviceable. 
Admiralty-Ofiice, May 22, 1781. 
The following are extracts of 
Letters received by Mr. Stephens, 
from vice-admiral Darby, comman- 
der in chief of a fquadron of his 
majefty’s fhips employed to the 
wellward. 
Britannia, off Serily, May 16, 1781. 
I have only juit time to acquaint 
their lordthips, that the Nonfuch, 
which parted from us the evening 
of the 13th, has joined us fince 
dark, baving fallen in that night 
with a French man of war of 80 
guns, fuppofed to be the Langue- 
doc. She had 27 men killed, and 
§2 OF 6o wounded, and is much 
Shattered. 
Britannia, to the wefward of the 
Start, May ‘0, 1781. 
I mentioned in my Letter of the 
r6th curt. the Nonfuch’s having 


fallen in alone with a Preach thip of 


(May, 


war of atleaft 80 guns, T now inclofe 

a copy of Sir James Wallace's nap. 

rative to me of that great and (pi. 

rited action. 

Tranfactions on board the Nonfuch, i» 
an engagement between the 14th and 
15th of May, 1781, receineg fe 
vice-admiral Darby's Letter of the 
19th. 

On the 14th, being the] 
fhip from the van fi rer 
A.M. faw three fai in the N. B, 
Made the fignal, chafed: foon af. 
ter we faw a fail in the BE. §. 8, 
which we took to be a French line 
of battle fhip ; chafed, gained upon 
her. At about half pai ten » 
night came along fide of her: the 
gave us her broadfide, we retumed 
it; fhe dropped aftern, we wore 
and raked her ; we continued the 
action for near an hour, during 
fome part of which we were o 
board one another; fhe carried s 
way our fprit-fail-yard, and ow 
anchor hooking her quarter carried 
away the flukes of them. All thi 
time fhe had fo much the worl o 
the action, that the took the op 
portunity of our heads being dif 
ferent ways to make all the fail he 
could to get away; we wore, and 
chafed her again : our mizen-mal 
being entirely difabled prevented 
our getting up with her before fre 
A.M. It being day-light, we coulé 
diftinguith one another plainly: f 
appeared to be aFrench 80 gunhip 
in good order for battle, 

Some people on beard ws, Wi 
pretend to know, fay the 1s the 
Languedoc. At five we began Ue 
action again, and continued till bit 
pat fix, when finding our by 
much difabled, the fore-yard com 
ing down, all the makts, yards, fails 
and rigging, much hurt, goose 
mounted ; the wreck of thefe, “ 
dead and wounded men a 4 
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deck, I thought it proper to haul 

our wind, in order to clear it. The 

enemy kept on her courfe for Brett. 
Our lols in men is 26 killed, and 


b4 wounded *. 
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25. The following is an exact 
account of the annual fupply of 
fugar, which has been rebned or 
confumed raw, in England, for the 
laft fifty years, diftinguifhing each 





(Signed) J. WALLACE. year: 

Years. Cwt. Years. Cwt. Years, Cwrt. 
1731 722,445 1748 866,141 1765 1,074,467 
1732 700,940 1749 805,313 1766 1,372,480 
1733 899,510 1750 807,471 1767 = 1,313,347 
1734 650,747 1751 782,167 1768 = 1: 382,929 
1735 833,740 1752 789,389 1769 1,282,935 
1730 819,022 1753 958,371 1770 «61,577,171 
1737 510,121 1754 816,304 177t 1,254,926 
1738 814,815 1755 1,072,305 1772 1,569,826 
1739 887,924 7506 832,994 1773 1,571,569 
1749 639,803 1757  15138,423 1774 157775414 
1741 817,674 1758 914,707 1775 1,640,698 
1742, «681,179 1759 1,030,c60 1770 1,478,140 ° 
1743. 744,008 1760 1,202,614 1777 1,207,697 
144 = 666,213 1761 1,128,013 1778 1,324,140 
1746 472,052 1762 1,120,821 1779-1, 378,337 
1746 = 652,523 1763 1,354.56 1780 1,221,795 
1747 56,523 1764 1,246,890 





26, Richard Cumberland, efq. 
who has for fome time refided at 
Madrid, arrived in London, and 
has brought with him two Spanith 
horfes, as a prefent from his Ca- 
tholic to his Britannic majefty. 

30. On Monday laft, a dreadful 
fire broke out at Great Harwood, 
in Buckinghamfhire, which fpread 
with fuch rapidity that in little 
more than half an hour, 60 houfes 
were all in flames together. The 
diltrefs of the inhabitants is beyond 
defcription deplorable. Another 
fire happened the fame night at 


ee 





* Among the former are no officers ; 
wamong the latter are, Mr. Spry rft, 
Mr. Falconer 34, Mr. Market 4th lien- 
tenants, Mr. Williams, acting lieutenant ; 


Mr. Stone, mafter; Mr. Hothain, boat- 
(wain, 


-_ 


Ramfberry, in Hants, which did 
confiderable damage. 

31. The three general officers, 
appointed to enquire into the con- 
duct of governor Morris, on the lofs 
of the ifland of St. Vincent, have 
made their report, that the gover- 
nor’s conduét was not only irre. 
proachable, but meritorious. 


J UNE. 


3. Yefterday the feflions ended 
at the Old Bailey, when fentence 
was pafied on fourteen capital con- 
victs, 

Copy of the fentence of a general court- 
martial upon the trial of lieutenant- 
governor Corbet’, Fue 2» 

** The court having duly confider- 
ed and weighed the evidence given 
in fupport of the charge againit the 

prifoner, - 
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prifoner, lieutenant governor Mofes 
Corbett, with that produced by 
him in his defence, are of opinion, 
that he, the faid Mofes Corbett, 1s 
guilty of the whole charge exhibit- 
ed againft him ; and doth adjudge, 
that he be therefore fuperfeded in 
his commiffion of lhentenant-go- 
vernor of the ifland of Jerfey.”” 
Whitehall, ‘June 4, 1731. 

This morning captain Broderitk, 
aide du camp to lieutenant-general 
Cornwallis, arrived from Charles- 
‘Town, South-Carolina, with def- 
patches from his lordthip, and lieu- 
tenant-colonel Balfour, io the right 
honourable lord George Germain, 
one of his majefty’s principal fecre- 
taries of fate, of which the follow- 
ing are copies and extratts : 

Guilford, March 17, 1781. 
My Lord, 

Having occafion to defpatch my 
aide du camp, captain Broderick, 
with the particulars of the action 
of the 15th, in compliance with 
general directions from Sir Heury 
Clinton, I fhall embrace the op- 
portunity to give your lordflip an 
account of the operations of the 
troops under my command, previ- 


oufly to that event, and of thofe 


fubfequent, until the departure of 
captain Broderick. 

My plan for the winter’s campaign 
was to penetrate into North-Caro- 
lina, leaving South-Carolina in fe- 
curity againit any probable attack 
in my abfence,. 

Lord Rawdon, with a confider- 
able body of troops, had charge of 
the defenfive, and I proceeded 
about the middle of January upon 
the offenfive operations. I decided 
to march up the upper, in pre- 
terence to the lower roads, leadin 
into North-Carolina, becaufe fords 
being frequent above the forks of 
the river, my paflage there could 


ca RS ZZ (June 


not eafily be obftructed ; 
ral Greene having ome ma 
the Pedee, and there being fen 
fords in any of the great rivers of 
this country below their forks, ef, 
pecially in the winter, | sone. 
hended being much delayed, if nop 
entirely prevented from penetrati 
by the latter route. I was the 
more induced to prefer this rogte 
as I hoped in my way to be able to 
deftroy or drive out of South-Caro. 
lina the corps of the enemy com. 
manded by general Morgan, which 
threatened our valuable difri@ of 
Ninety-fix; and I likewife hoped 
by rapid marches to be between 
general Greene, and Virginia, and 
by that means force him to fight, 
without receiving any reinforcement 
from that province, or, failing of 
that, to oblige him to quit North- 
Carolina with precipitation, and 
thereby encourage our friends to 
make good their promifes of a ge- 
neral rifing to affift me in re-elta- 
blifhing his majeity’s government. 
The unfortunate affair of the 
17th of January was a very unex 
pected and fevere blow: however, 
being thoroughly fenfible that de- 
fenfive meafures would be certain 
ruin to the affairs of Britain in the 
fouthern colonies, this event did 
not deter me from profecuting the 
original plan. 
That general Greene might be 
uncertain of my intended route 2 
long as poffible, I had left general 
Leflie at Campden, until I wes 
ready to move from Wynnel- 
borough, and he was now within 3 
march of me. I employed the Sch 
in forming a junétion with him, 
and in colleéting the remains 
lieutenant colonel Tarleton’s corps; 
after which great exertions were 
made by part of the army, without 
baggage, to re-take our sa 
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and to intercept general Morgan’s 
corps, on its retreat to the Cataw- 
ba: but the celerity of their move- 
ments, and the {welling of the 
numberlefs creeks in our way, ren- 
dered all our efforts fruitlefs. I 
therefore aflembled the army on the 
2sth at Ramfoure’s Mill, on the 
fouth fork of the Catawba ; and as 
the lofs of my light troops could 
not be remedied by the activity of 
the whole corps, I employed a halt 
of two days in collecting fome flour, 
and in deftroving fuperfluous bag- 
gage, and all my waggons, except 
thofe laden with hofpital itores, 
falt, and ammunition, and four 
referved empty in readinefs for fick 
or wounded. In this meafure, 
though at the expence of a great 
deal of the officers baggage, and of 
all profpect in future of rum, and 
even aregular fupply of provifions 
to the foldiers, I muit, in juitice to 
the army, fay, that there was the 
moft general and chearful acquiei- 
cence. 

In the mean time, the rains had 
rendered the North Catawba im- 
paflable, and general Morgan’s 
corps, the militia of the rebellious 
counties of Rowan and Mecklen- 
bergh under general Davidfon, or 
the gang of plunderers ufually un- 
der the command of general Sump- 
ter, not then recovered from his 
wounds, had occupied all the fords 
in the fpace of more than forty 
miles upwards from the fork. I 
approached the river during its 
height, by fliort marches, fo as to 
give the enemy equal apprehenfions 
for feveral fords ; and, after hav- 
ng procured the belt information 
mm my power, I refolved to attempt 
tie pallage at a private ford (then 
hhghtly guarded) near M‘Cowan’s 
ord, on the morning of the aft of 
Feb; Wary, = 





0océ UR AR BWHiCtB &. (63) 


Lieutenant-colonel Webfler was 
detached with part of the army, 
and all the baggage, to Beatie’s 
Ford, fix miles above M‘Cowan’s, 
where general Davidfon was fup- 
pofed to be pofted with soomilitia, 
and was directed to make every 
pofiible demonftration, by ¢annon- 
ading and otherwife, of an in- 
tention to force a paflage there; 
and I marched at one in the morn- 
ing, with the brigade of guards, 
regiment of Bofe, 23d regiment, 
two hundred cavalry, and two three- 
pounders, to the ford fixed upon 
for the real attempt. ‘The morning 
being very dark and rainy, and 
part of our way through a wood, 
where there was no road, one of 
the three-pounders, in front of the 
23d regiment and thecavalry, over- 
fet in a fwamp, and occafioned 
thofe corps to lofe their line ot 
march; and fome of the artillery 
men belonging to the other gua 
(one of whom had the match) hav- 
ing ftopped to aflitt, were likewife 
lett behind. The head of the co- 
lumn, in the mean while, arrived 
at the bank of the river, and day 
began to break. I could make no 
ufe of the gun that was up, and it 
was evident, from the number of 
fires on the other fide, that the op- 
pofition would be greater than I 
had expected. lblowever, as L 
knew that the rain then falling 
would foon render the river again 
impaflable, and I had received in- 
formation the evening before, that 
general Greene had arrived in ge- 
neral Morgan’s camp, and that his 
army was marching after him with 
the greateit expedition, I deter- 
mined not to defilt from the at- 
tempt; and therefore, full of confi- 
dence in the zeal and gallantry of 
brigadier general O’Hara, and of 
the brigade of guards under hjs 
come 
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command, I ordered them to march 
on; but, to prevent confufion, not 
to fire, until they gained the oppo- 
fite bank. “Their Leadon jultifi- 
ed my high opinion of them ; fora 
conftant fire from the enemy, ina 
ford upwards of five hundred yards 
wide, in many places up to their 
middle, with a rocky bottom and 
ftrong current, made no impreflion 
on their cool and determined va- 
Jour, nor checked their paflage. 
The light infantry, landing firtt, 
immediately formed, and, ina few 
minutes, killed or difperfed every 
thing that appeared before them, 
the reft of the troops forming and 
advancing in fueceflion. We now 
learned that we had been oppofed 
by about 300 militia, that had 
taken pott there, only the evening 
before, under the command of ge- 
neral Davidfon. Their general, 
and two or three other othcers, were 
among the killed; the number of 
wounded was uncertain, and a few 
were taken prifoners. On our fide 
lieutenant-colonel Hall and three 
men were killed, and thirty-dix 
wounded, all of the light infantry 
and grenadiers of the guards. By 
this time the rear of the column had 
joined, and the whole having paii- 
ed with the greatelt defpatch, I 
detached lieutenant-colonel ‘T'arle- 
ton, with the cavalry and 23d re- 
giment, to purfuc the routed mili- 
tia: a few were foon killed or taken, 
and lieutenant-colone! ‘Tarleton 
having learned that 3 or 400 of the 
neighbouring militia were to af- 
femble that day at Tarrank’s houfe, 
about ten miles from the ford, leav- 
ing his infantry, he went on with 
the cavalry, and finding the militia 
as expected, he, with excellent 
conduct and great {pirit, attacked 
them inflantly and totally routed 
them, with lictle lofs on his fide, 








- 3 fF 2's { Jane, 
and on their’s between 40 and 
3 > wah os 
killed, wounded, or prifoners, 
‘This ttroke, with our Paflage of 
the ford, fo effectually difprrited 
the militia, that we met with no 
farther oppolition on Our march to 
the Yadkin, through one of the 
mott rebellious traéts in America, 
During this time, the rebels hay. 
ing quitted Beattie’s Ford, Jieg. 
tenant-colonel Webiter was paling 
his detachment and the baggage of 
the army: this had become tediogs 
and diflicule by the continuance of 
the rain and the {welling of the 
river; but all joined us foon after 
dark, about fix miles from Beattie’s 
Ford. The other fords were like. 
wife abandoned by the enemy. The 
greateft part of the militia difpert 
ed; and general Morgan with his 
corps, marched all that afternoon, 
and the following night, towards 
Salifbury. We purfued next mom: 
ing, in hopes to intercept him be- 
tween the rivers, and after ftrug- 
gling with many difliculties, ariliag 
from {welled creeks and bad roads, 
the guards came up with his rear, 
in the evening of the 3d, routed, 
and took a few waggons, at the 
trading fort of the Yadkin. He 
had pafied the body of his infanuy 
in flats, and his cavalry and wag- 
gons by the ford, during that day 
and the preceding night; but a 
the time of our ariival the boats 
were fecured on the other fide, and 
the ford had become impafiable. 
The river continuing to rile, and 
the weather appearing unfetiled, I 
determined to march to the upper 
fords, after procuring a {mall tup- 
ply of provifions at Saliibury. Tat 
and the height of the creeks 1n ou 
way, detained me two days; and 
in that time Morgan having quite? 
the banks of the river, 1 had @ 


e . -* } 5 
formation from our friends, Ww 
qi ue 





OO SS ODO SS 





t761.] OCCURRENCES. (65) 


crofed in canoes, that general 
Greene’s army was marching with 
the utmof defpatch to form a 
junétion with him at Guildford. 
Not having had time to collect the 
North-Carolina militia, and hav- 
ing received no reinforcement from 
Virginia, I concluded that he would 
do every thing in his power to 
avoid an attion on the fouth fide of 
the Dan; and it being my interett 
to force him to fight, 1 made great 
expedition, and got between him 
and the upper fords; and being 
afured that the lower fords are fel- 
dom praéticable in winter, and 
that he could not collect many flats 
at any of the ferries, I was in great 
hopes that he would not efcape me 
without receiving a blow. 

Nothing could exceed the pa- 
tience and alacrity of the officers 
and foldiers under every fpecies of 
hardhip and fatigue, in endea- 
vouring to overtake him; but our 
intelligence upon this occafion was 
exceedingly defective, which with 
heavy rains, bad roads, and the 
pallage of many deep creeks, and 
ridges deftroyed by the enemy’s 
light troops, rendered all our ex- 
ertions vain: for upon our arrival 
at Boyd’s Ferry, on the rsth, we 
learned that his rear-guard had got 
over the night before, his baggage 
and main body having paffed the 
preceding day, at that anda neigh- 
ing ferry, where more flats had been 
collected than had been reprefented 
to me as poflible. My force being 
ill fuited to enter by that quarter 

erful a province as Virginia, 
and North Carolina being in the 
utmoft confusion, after giving the 
troops a halt of one day, I pro- 
Ceeded by eafy marches to Hill {bo- 
rough, where I ereéted the King’s 

ndard, and invited, by ‘i 

’ ed, by proclama- 


ay» = loyal fubjeéts to repair to 
781. 


it, and to ftand forth and take an 
ative part in aflitting me to reftore 
order and conititutional govern- 
ment. Asa confiderahle body of 
friends were faid to refide between 
the Haw and Deep Rivers, | de- 
tached lieutenant-colonel Tarleton 
on the 23d, with the cavalry anda 
{mall body of infantry, to prevent 
their being interrupted in affem- 
bling. Unluckily a detachment of 
the rebel light troops had croffed 
the fame day, and by accident fell 
in with about 200 of our friends, 
under coloncl Pyle on their way to 
Hillfborough, who, miftaking the 
rebels for licutenant-colonel Tarle- 
ton’s corps, allowed themfelves to 
be furrounded, and a number of 
them were, moft inhumanly butch- 
ered, when begging for quarter, 
without making the lealt refiflance. 
The tame day | had certain intelli- 
gence that Greene, having been re- 
inforced, had crofled the Dan, 
which rendering it imprudent to 
feparate my corps, occafioned the 
recall of lieutenant colonel Tarie- 
ton’s detachment; and forage and 
provifions being fcarce in the neigi- 
bourhood of Hilliborough, as well 
as the pofition too diflant (upon 
the approach of the rebel army) 
for the protection of the body of 
our friends, ] judged it expedient 
to crofs the Haw, and encamped 
near Allemance Creck, detaching 
lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, with 
the cavalry, light company of the 
guards, and 150 men of lieutenant- 
colonel Webiter’s brigade, a few 
miles from me on the road to Deep 
River, more effectually to cover the 
country. 

General Greene’s light .troops 
foon made their appearance ; and 
on the 2d apatrole having reported, 
that they had feen both cavalry and 
infantry near to his polt, I directed 

(E) licutenant- 
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licutenant-colonel Tarleton to move 
forward, with proper precautions, 
and endeavour to difcover the de- 
figns of the enemy. He had not 
advanced far when he fel! in with 
a coniiderable corps, which he im- 
mediately attacked and routed ; but 
being ignorant of their force, and 
whether they were fupported, with 
great prudence defilled from the 
purfuit: he foon learned from pri- 
joners, that thofe he had beat were 
Lee’s legion, 3 or 40 Back Moun- 
tain men under colonel Pretton, 
with a number of militia; and 
that general Greene, with part of 
his army, was not far diftant. «Our 
ficuation for the former few days 
had been amongft timid friends, 
and joining to inveterate rebels: 
between them, I had been totally 
deititute of information, which lott 
me avery favourable opportunity 
of attacking the rebel army. Gen. 
Greene fell back to Thompion’s 
Houle, near Boyd’s Ford, on the 
Reedy Fork; but his light troops 
and the militia tuil remained near 
us, and as] was informed that they 
were polted careleisly at feparate 
plantations, for the convenience of 
fubfiiiing, I marched on the 6th to 
drive them in, and to attack gene- 
ral Greene, if an opportuinty ofler- 
ed. I fucceeded completely in the 
firit, and at Weizell’s Mill on the 
Reedy Fork, where they made a 
fiand, the Back Mountain men, 
and jome Virginia militia, futier- 
ed contiderably, with little lois on 
our iide ; but a timely and preci- 
pitate retreat over the Haw pre- 
vented the latter. I knew that the 
Virginia reinforcements were upon 
their march, ang it was apparent 
that the enemy would, if poflible, 
avoid ritquing an action before 
their arrival, 

ihe neighbourhood of the fords 
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of the Dan in their rear, and the 
extreme dilliculty of lubtitling m 
troops in that exhauiled aie 
putting it out of my power . 
force thei; my refolution was to 
give our friends time to join ys 
by covering their country as effec. 
tualiy as poflible, coniiftently with 
the fubittence of the troops, ftill 
approaching the communication 
with our fthipping in Cape Fear 
River, which I faw it would {oon 
become indifpenfably neceflary to 
open, on account of the fufferings 
of the army, from the want of 
fupplies of every kind. At the 
fame time I was determined to 
fight the rebel army, if it ap. 
proached me ; being convinced that 
it would be impoflible to fucceed ia 
that great objectof our arduouscam- 
paign, the calling forth the nume- 
rous loyalilts of North Carolina, 
whilft a doubt remained on their 
minds of the fuperiority of our 
arms. With thefe views I had 
moved to the Quaker Meeting 
Houfe, in the Forks of Deep Ri- 
ver, on the 13th, and on the igth 
l received the information, which 
occafioned the movements tha 
brought on the aétion at Guildford, 
of which I fhall give your lordthip 
an account in a feparate letter. 

I have the honour to be, Xe. 

(Signed) CORNWALLB. 

Guildford, March i7, 1781 
My Lord, 

I have the fatisfaCtion to inform 
your lordfhip, that his majeity’s 
troops under my command obtained 
a fignal vidtory on the 15th inilant, 
over the rebed army, commanded by 
gencral Greene. 

In purfuance of my intended 
plan, communicated to your lord 
fhip in my difpatch No. 7, 1 ha 
encamped on the 13th iniiany ® 
he Quaker Mecting, between # 

\ Forks 
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Rorks of Deep River. On the 14th 


| received information that general 
Butler, with a body of North Ca- 
rolina militia, and the expected re- 
inforcements from Virginia, {aid 
oconift of a Virginia itate regi- 
meat, a corps of Virginia eigh- 
teen months men, 3,000 Virgima 
militia, and recruits for the Mary- 
land line, had joined general 
Greene ; and that the whole army, 
which was reported to amount to 9 
or 10,000 men, was marching to 
attack the Britihh troops. During 
the afternoon, intelligence was 
brought, which was confirmed in 
the night, that he had advanced 
shat day to Guildford, about 12 
miles from our camp. Being now 

rluaded that he had refolved to 
azard an engagement, after de- 
taching licutenant-colonel Hamil- 
ton with our waggons and baggage, 
efcorted by his own regiment, a de- 
tachment of 100 infantry, and 20 
cavalry, towards Bell’s Mill on 
Deep River, I marched with the 
ret of the corps at day break, on 
the morning of the 15th, to meet 
theenemy, or to attack them in 
cher encampment. About four 
miles from Guildford our advanced 
guard, commanded by lieutenant- 
colonel ‘Tarleton, fell in with a 


corps of the enemy coniifting of 


Lee’s legion, fome Back Mountain 
men, and Virginia militia, which 
he attacked with his ufual good 
conduct and fpirit, and defeated: 
and continuing our march we found 
we rebel army pofled on rifing 


at . . 
ground, about a mile and ‘a half 


irom the Court Houfe. The pri- 
foners taken by lieutenant-colonel 
larleton, having been feveral days 
with the advanced corps, could 
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in their ce{cription of the cround 
Immediately between the 
the column, 
was a confiderable plantation, one 
large field of which was on the left 
of the road, and two others, with 


, 


} | ad of 


, Wy teas 
and theenemy’s line, 


} ' 


a wood of about 200 yards broad 
between them, on our richt of it; 
beyond thefe fields, the wood con- 
tinued for feveral miles to our 
right. 
tation in our front, in the fkirt of 
which the enemy’s firft line was 
formed, was about a mile in depth, 
the road then leading into an ex- 
tenfive fpace of cleared ground 
about Guildford Court Houfe. The 
woods on our right and left were re- 
ported to 
cannon: but, as that on our right 


The wood beyond the plan- 


be impracticable for 


peared to be molt open, I refolv- 


ed to attack the left wing of the 
enemy, and whilfl my difpofition 
was making for that purpofe, ‘I ors 
“9 . i , + 

dered lieutenant-colone! Mdcleod 
to bring forward the guns, ~ amd 
annonade their centre. ‘The at- 
tack was directed to be made it thé 
following order: *, 


4 


On .the right, the repimeht of 


x. 


Bofe, and the 71 regiment, ted 
by major-genéral Leille, and fup- 
ported by the 1f battalion ‘of 
guards; on their left the 23d and 
33d regiments, led by licutenant- 
colonel Webfter, and fupported by 
the grenadiers and 2d battalion of 
guards, commanded by btieadjér- 
general O’Flara; the Yagers ‘and 
light ‘infantry of “the ‘guards re- 
pained in the Wwodd on the left of 
«the guns; and the cavalry iu tte 
‘road, ready to.act as circu fancés 
“might require. Our preparations 
‘ being made, the a@ion began about 
half an hour pait one tn the after- 


give me no account of the enemy’s noon; majoi -general Leflie, afttr 


order at 
a! or POoltion, ind the county 
people Were exirenit ly Inaccurate 


being obliged, by the great extent 
of the enemy’s line, to bring Op 


(E 2) fhe 































































— 


a Se See ME eee eg 
~ t R” g B i ee ee — 2 


(68) PRIN CIPA If 


the ift battalion of guards to the 
right of the regiment of Bole, 
foon defeated every thing before 
him ; lieutenant-colonel Webster 
having joined the left of major-ge- 
neral Leflic’s divifion, was no lefs 
fuccefsful in his front, when, on 
finding, that the left of the 33¢ 
was expofed to a heavy fire from the 
right wing of the enemy, he chang- 
of his front to the left, and being 
fupported by the Yagers and light 
infantry of the guards, attacked 
and routed it; the grenadiers and 
2d battalion of guards moving for- 
ward to occupy the ground left 
vacant by the movement of lieute- 
nant colonel Webfter. 

All the infantry being now in the 
line, lieutenant-colone! Tarleton 
had direGtions to keep his cavalry 
compact, and not to charge without 
pofitive orders, except to protect 
any of the corps from the moft 
evident danger of being defeated. 
The exceflive thicknefs of ‘the 
woods rendered our bayonets of 
little ufe, and enabled the broken 
enemy to make frequent ftands, 
with an irregular fire, which occa- 
fioned fome lofs, and to feveral of 
the corps great delay ; particularly 
on our right, where the firft bat- 
talion of guards and regiment of 
Bofe were warmly etnived in front, 
flank, and rear, with fome of the 
enemy that had been routed on the 
firft attack, and with part of the 
extremity of their left wing, which 
by the clofenefs of the wood had 
been pafled unbroken. The 7:ft 
regiment and grenadiers, and 2d 
battalions of — not knowing 
what was paffing on their right, 
and hearing the fire advance on 
their left, continued to move for- 
ward, the artillery keeping pace 
with them on the road, followed 
by the cavalry. The ad battalion 


(Mar, 


of the guards firft pained the 

ground near Guildford a 
Houle, and found & Corps of ¢on. 
tinental infantry, much {uperior in 
number, formed in the open field 
on the left of the road. Glowin 
with impatience to fipnalize thee 
felves, they inftantly attacked and 
defeated them, taking two fix. 
pounders, but, purfuing into the 
wood with too much ardour, were 
thrown into confufion by a heavy 
fire, and immediately charged and 
driven back into the field, by oo 
lonel Wafhington’s dragoons, with 
the lofs of the fix-pounders they 
had taken. The ecnemy’s caval 
ry was foon repulfed by a well-di. 
refted fire from two three-pound- 
ers juft brought up by lieutenant 
Macleod ; and by the appearance 
of the grenadiers of the guards, and 
of the 71ft regiment, which, having 
been impeded by fome deep ravines, 
were now coming out of the wood, 
on the right of the guards, op 

to the Court-Houfe. By the fpirit- 
ed exertions of brigadier-general 
O’Hara, though wounded, the 2d 
battalion of guards was foon rallied; 
and, being {upported by the grena- 
diers, oe Soe | to the charge with 
the greateft alacrity. The 23d re 
giment arriving at that initant from 
our left, and ‘lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton having advanced with 
part of the cavalry, the enemy 
were foon put to fight, and th 
two fix-pounders once more fell 
into our hands; two ammoanttio 
waggons, and two other fix-pound: 
ers, being all the artillery they had 
in the field, were likewife takes. 
About this time the 33d regimet 
and light infantry of the guards 
after overcoming many dificalnes 
completely routed the corps, we 
was oppofed to them, and put® 


end to the aétion in this acd 


wr 


—_ 
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The 234 and 71f regiments, with 
of the cavalry, were ordered 
to purfue 5 tre remainder of the 
cavalry was detached with lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton to our 
right, where a heavy fire ftill con- 
tinued, and where his appearance 
and fpirited attack contribute d 
mech to a fpeedy termination of 
the adtion. ‘he militia, with 
which owr right had oe engaged, 
difperied in the woods ; the con- 
tinentals went off by the Reedy 
Fork, beyond which it was not 
in my power to follow them, as 
their cavalry had futfered bat little. 
Our troops were exceflively fa- 
tigued, by an action which lafted 
an hour and a half; and our nu- 
merous wounded, difperfed over 
an extenfive fpace of country, re- 
quired immediate attention. The 
care of our wounded, and the total 
want of provitions in an exhaulted 
country, made it equally impoflible 
for me to follow the blow next day. 
The enemy did not ftop uatil they 
to the iron-works on ‘Trouble- 
Creek, 18 miles from the 

field of battle. 

“From our own obfervation, 
and the bet accounts we could pro- 
cure, we did not doubt but the 
frength of the eneiny exceeded 
feven thowfand men ; their militia 
compofed their line, with parties 
advanced to the rails of the fields 
in their front; the continentals 
were potted obliquely in the rear 
of their right wing. Their cannon 
fred on us whilft we were forming, 
from the center of the line of mili- 
tia, but were withdrawn to the 
Continentals before the attack. 

‘IT have the honour to inclofe 
your lordthip the litt of our killed 
and wounded. Captain Schutz ’s 
woucd is fuppofed to be mortal ; 

ut the furgeons aflure me, that 
Rone of the other officers are in 
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danger, and that a great number 
of the men will foon recover, I 
cannot afcertain the lofs of the 
enemy, but it muft have been con- 
fiderable ; between two or three 
hundred dead were left upon the 
field ; many of their wounded that 
were able to move, whillt we were 
employed m the care of our own, 
efcaped, and foilowed the routed 
enemy ; and our cattle-drivers 
and foraging parties have reported 
to me, that the hoafes m a circle 
of fx or eight miles round us are 
full of others; thofe that remained, 
we have taken the beft care of, in 
our power. We took few prifon- 
ers, owing to the exceflive thieknefs 
of the wood facilitating their ef- 
cape, and every man on ariny 
being repeatedly wanted for ac- 
tion. 

‘¢ The conduc and aétions of 
the officers and foldiers that com- 
pofe this little army, will do more 
juftice to their merit, than I can 
by words. ‘heir perfevering in- 
trepidity in action, their invincible 
patience in the hardthips and fa- 
tigues of a march of above fix 
hundred miles, in which they have 
forded feveral large rivers and num- 
berlefs creeks, many of which 
would be reckowed large rivers in 
any other country in the world, 
without tents or covering againtt 
the climate, and often without pro- 
vifions, will fufficiently manifett 
their ardent zeal for the honour 
and interetts of their fovereign and 
their country. 

This part of the country is fo 
totally dettitute of fubfiltence, that 
forage is not nearer than nine miles, 
and the foldiers have been two days 
without bread: I fhall therefore 
leavcabout feventy of the worlt of the 
wounded cafes at the New Garden 

uaker Meeting Houfe, with pro- 
per affitance, and move the re 

(E 3) mainder 











































mainder with the army, to-morrow 
morning, to Bell’s mill. 1 hope 
our friends will heartily take an 
active part with us, to which I 
fhall continue to encourage them, 
till approaching our thipping by 
eafy marches, that we may procure 
the neceflary fupplics for farther 
mperations, and lodge our fick and 
wounded, where proper attention 
can be paid to them. 

This defpatch will be delivered 
to your lordthip by my Aid de 
Camp, captain Brodrick, who is a 
very promiling officer, and whom I 
beg leave to recommend to your 
lordihip’s countenance and favor, 

I have the honour.to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 

Return of the killed and wounded. 
ou the march through North 
Carolina, in the various actions 
preceding the battle of Guild- 
ford. 

1 lieutenant-colonel, 11 rank and 
file, killed; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 
y derjeants, 79 rank and file wound- 
ed, ° 
Officers names killed and wounded. 
Brigade of guards. Lieutenant- 

colonel Hall, killed. 

23d regiment. Licutenant Chap- 
man wounded. 

32dditto. Capt. Ingram, wounded, 

Return of the killed, wounded, and 
milling of the troops under the 
command of Liecutenant-general 
Lark Corawallis, in the action at 
Guildiord, March 15, 1784, 

3 licutenant-coloncl, 2 lieutenants, 
zenlegns, 13 ferjeants, 75 rank 
and..hle killed; 2 brigadier- 
gencrals, 2 leutenant-coloncels, 
Q Captains, 4 lieutenants, 5 en- 
figas, 2 Uaff officers, 15 ferjeants, 
5 drummers, 369 rank and file, 
wounded ; 4 ferjeant, 25 rank 
and file, mifling. 
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Officers names killed and wounded, 

Royal artillery. Lieutenant O’H,. 
ra, killed, 

Brigade of guards. Honourable 
licutenant-colonel Stuart, killed; 
brigadier-generals O'Hara and 
Howard, and captain Swanton 
wounded ; captains Schutz, May. 
nard, and Goodricke, wounded, 
and fince dead ; captains lord 
Dunglafs and Maitland, enfign 
Stuart and adjutant Colguhoaa, 
wounded. 

23d foot. Second lieutenant Ro. 
binfon, killed; captain Peter 
wounded. 

33d foot. Enfign Talbot, killed; 
lieutenant-colonel Webfter (fince 
dead) 3 hieutenants Salvin, Wya- 
yard, enfigus Kelly, Gore, and 
Tlughes, and adjutant Fox, 
wounded, 

71f foot. Enfign Grant, killed, 

Regiment of Boie. Captains Wil- 
moutky (fince dead), Ficheo- 
brodt, lieutenants Schwener and 
Gaife, enfign De Trott (fine 
dead) wounded. 

Britihh legion. Lieutenant-colonel 
‘larleton wounded. 

J. DESPARD, Dep. Adj. Gea, 
Wilmington, April 17, 173% 

Return of the ordnance, ammuar 
tion, and arms taken at the bat- 
tle of Guildford, March 15 
17st. 

Brass OrDNANCE. | 

Mounted on travelling carmages 
with limberg and boxes compete, 

Four {fix pounders. 

Shot. Round fixedwith powder, 160 
fix pounders. Cale fixed with 
ditto, 50 fix pounders. 2 ammu- 
nition waggons, 1300 ftands @ 
arias  diltributed among ‘the 
militia, and deftroyed in the field. 

].MACLEOD, lieutenant, and 
commanding officer of artillery 


“us 








Exiradl of @ letter from Earl Corn- 

eailis, te Lord George Germain, 
am i. abt 

dated Wilmington, April 18, i78r. 


J marched from Guildford on the 
morning of the réth_ of March, 
and next day arrived at Bell’s Mill, 
where I gave the troops two days 
refi, and procured a {mall fupply 
of provifions. From thence I pro- 
ceeded flowly towards Crofs Creek, 
attending to the convenicnce of 


fubiiftence, and the movement of 


our wounded. 


From all my information, I in- 
tended to have halted at Crofs 
Creek, as a proper place to refrefh 
and refit the troops; and I was 
much difappointed, on my arrival 
there, to ind it totally impoffible. 
Provifions were fcarce, not four 
days forage within twenty miles, 
and to us the navigation of the 
Cape Fear River to Wilmington 
impracticable ; for the diftance by 
water is upwards of foo miles: 
under thefe circumitances, L was 
obliged to continue my march to 
this place, in the neighbourhood 
of which I arrived on the 7th inft. 

Lhave been bufy fince my arrival 
in difpofing of our fick and wound- 
ed, andin procuring the neceflary 
fupplies, to put the troops ina pro- 
per fkate to take the field. 

Captain Schutz died a few days 
after the action, as we expected ; 
bat Iam forry toinform your lord- 
fhip, that, notwithitanding the 
flattering appearances, and the af- 
farances of the furgeons, colonel 
Webfter (whofe lois is feverely 
felt by me and the whole army). 
captain Maynard of the guards, 
captain Wilmoufky and eniign De 
Trott of the regiment of Bole, are 
Mace dead, 

Eatrad of a letter from licutcnan?- 

MONE. Balfour to lerd George Gere 
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main, dated C Larles-T own, May 
1, 1781. 


My Lord, 


By lord Cornwallis’s defpatches, 
which are herewith tranfmitted, 
your lordfhip will be informed, 
that after the action at Guildford, 
general Greene, being obliged to 
retreat from before the king’s army, 
turned his views towards this pro- 
vince, as the more vulnerable point, 
in the abfence of lord Cornwallis. 

With this idea, on the :gth ul- 
timo he came before Camden, hav- 
ing with him near 1500 continen- 
tal, and feveral corps of militia; 
lord Rawdon having charge of that 
poit, and about 800 Briufh and Pro- 
vincial troops to fuftain it, 

For fome days general Greene 


‘ . . kh 
kept Val mh 4 ills ? HiLIOIN, VN altin , 


as is fuppoied, to be reinforeed by 
the corps under brigadier Marrian 
and colonel Lee, which were on 


their way, being ordered to join 
him. 

Judging it neceflary to firike 4 
’ c. eo s 7 +? ' 
blow betore this puaction CULL Taaed 
place, and learmng that general 


. } ’ , ) | A... . 
Greene h aqactached to brine up his 


baggage and provilions, lord Raw- 
. . ‘ ‘ . ‘ } } . . 
don, with the moft marked decifion, 


on the morning of the 2¢th, 
ed with the greater p ‘ 

to mect him, and about ten o’clock 
attacked the rebels in thei camp ut 
Hobkirk’s with that fpiric, which 
prevailing over fuperior numbers, 
and an obftinate refiftan ey, Cor ps |- 
led them to to give way; and the 
purfuit was continued for thf 
miles. "To accident only, “y 
were indebted tor fas in their gu , 
which being drawn into a hollow, 
out of the were overlooked 
by our troops in the flufh of victory 
and purtuit, fo that their cavalry, 
in which they greatly exceeded us, 
(E 4) had 


march. 
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had an opportunity of taking them 
off. 


My lord Rawdon flates the lofs of 
the enemy on this occalion, as up- 
wards of 100 made prifoners, and 
foo killed and wounded, his own 
riot exceeding 100, in which are in- 
cluded one officer killed, and 11 
wounded. 

After this defeat general Greene 
retired to Rugeley’s Mills, (twelve 
miles from Camden) in order to call 
in his troops, and receive the rein. 
forcements ; but as lieurenant-colonel 
Watfon, of the guards, who had 
been for fome time detached by 
Jord Rawdon, with a corps of 500 
men, to cover the eaftern frontiers 
of the province, is direfted, by 
me, to join his lordfhip, I am in 
hopes he will be able {peedily to 
accomplith this. 


JUNE, 


Admirvalty-Office, June §. Bya 
letter from fir George Collier, of 
his majeity’s fhip Canada, there 
is advice of his having taken, after 
achace of full 70 leagues, the Leo- 
cadia Spanith frigate, coppered, 
fuppofed to be bound exp: efs to the 
South Seas. She has ports for 30 
guns, yet mounts only 34. She 
was commanded by Don Franciico 
de Wenthuifen, Kat. of St. Jago, 
who loft his life in the a@tion. 

6. This day the following male- 
factors were executed at Tyburn, 
viz. Jane Vincent William Ruffell, 
Wilham Archer, Peter Boys, Rich- 
ard Sheering, and John King, alias 
Reed. 

St. Fames’s, June 8, 1781, 
Extradd of a letter from commodore 

George Fohnfone to the earl of 

Hillfoorough, one of his mayefiy’s 
principal jccretaries of Pate, dated 
Romney, it Port Praya Road, in 
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the tfland of S¢. Tago, April 

1781, drought by captain Lindjey 

of the Porto floop of war, ‘ 

My Lord, 

On the 16th of April, at half 
pat nine o’clock in the mornin 
being at anchor in Port Praya, fe 
the ifland of St. Jago, with the 
{quadron of his majefty’s thips un. 
der my command *, together with 
the Eaft-India hips, tranfports, 
and victuallers, who failed with us 
from England, the Ifis (which hip 
lay the fartheft to leeward) made 
the fignal for feeing eleven {fail in 
the Ofling, towards the N, F, 

I was then abfent in a boat, giv- 
ing directions for moving fome 
fhips which had been driven too 
near each other. 

As foon as I faw the fignal for fo 
many ftrange fhips, I inftantly re 
turned on board the Romney, and 
made the fignal for all the perfons 
to come from the fhore, and to re- 
pair on board their refpective fhips, 
having at that time not lefs than 
1500 perfons abfent from the fleet, 
who were employed in watering, 
fifhing, and embarking live cattle, 
with other occupations neceflary to 
the difpatch in refitting fo many 
thips, befides a number of the 
officers and troops who were taking 
the recreation of the fhore. 

As faon as the fignal was made, 
and enforced by the repeated firing 
of guns, and after a boat had been 
difpatched to the fhore, to give 
more expedition and effe& to the 
embarkation, a fignal was made to 
unmoor, and another to prepare for 
battle, 


— 





* Romney, 5°; Hero, 74; Mot 
mouth, 64; Jupiter, 50; and Ifis, of 50 
guns; Terror homb veffel; Infernal fire 
fhip, and Rattle-Snake cutter. 
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ton board the Ifis, to make 
}. “biervations on the ttrange 

: hey could only be feen 
hips, as they 
from that fhip, on account of the 

point of land which intervened. 

from the Ifis I plainly difcovered 
gve large fhips of the line, and 
feveral {maller thips, ftanding in for 
the land; the large fhips being fe- 
ted from the convoy, and mak- 
ing fignals by fuperior and inferior 
fags which plainly denoted that 
they were French. 

Upon this 1 returned on board the 
Romney, calling to the Eaft-India 
hips, as I paffed and re-paffed, to 

for battle; for mot of 
them were yet heedlefs of the fig- 
gals which had been made. 

Ata quarter before eleven o’clock 
the ftrange thips appeared, coming 
round the ealt point of land, drawn 
upina line, and leading into the 
bay. His majefty’s thips of war 
excepting a8 to: the people who 
were abfent ot fhorey were by this 
time prepared to receive the enemy, 
if they fhould offer any infult. 

Weplainly perceived they intend- 
ed an attack, by the {pring Which 
were pafled to their cables along 
the outfide of the thips; afd’ we 
knew the {mall regard which the 
French ufually pay to the Mw of 
nations, when they are poflefled of 
afuperior force ; or find it conve- 
nient to difpenfe with fuch obliga- 
tions; and in this our expectations 
we were not difappointed : for with 
much courage and feeming deter- 
mination the French commodore 
led on within two cables length of 
the Monmouth, Jupiter, and Hero, 
paling the Diana, Terror bomb, 
and Infernal fire-fhip, who lay 
without the reft of the fhips: here 
he hoifted his broad pendant, and 
cifplayed the French colours; he 
then havled up his courfes, and 
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fired two thot at the Ifs from his: 
larboard bow as he luffed up, Sind 
intmediately after, permitting his 
fhipto fhoot up in the wind, as far 
as the force with which the thip was 
fatimmg enabled her, he dropped his 
anchor a-breait of the Monmouth, 
and began to fire away among the 
fhips. as fait as he could difcharge 
and load. His fails, however, 
were {lill flying about in great con- 
fufton, fo that the fpring on the 
cable did not hold when the hip 
wus checked to bring up, and he 
drove a-breait of the Hero, 

After the two guns mentioned 
above had been difcharged with 
thot, the fire from his Majetty’s 
fhips opened upon the enemy with 
great power and effect. 

The next French fhip which fol. 
lowed their commodore anchored 
a-head of him; the third endea- 
voured to pafs through for the 
Rommey ; but being unable to wea- 
ther the different fhips, he anchor 
ed a-itern of his commodore, and 
continued there for a fhort fpace, 
driving about with his. fails loofe, 
until he boarded the Fortitude and 
Hinchinbroke Eatt-India thips, and 
then went to fea. The fourth tip 
ran on different lines, luffing and 
bearing up as he pafled among the 
fkirt of our fhips, and firing and re- 
ceiving fire as he failed along, but 
feemingly in great confufion alfo, 
and at laft, with much difficulty, 
he wore clear of the reef on the 
welt point without us. 

The fifth thip ran among the 
merchant veflels alfo, firing at all, 
and attempting to board two or 
three as fhe paffed along, without 
fuccefs, 

In a quafter of an hour after the 
firtt gun, feveral of our Eaft-India 
hips had recovered the alarm, and 
were firing at the enemy, and a 
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of them in well directed lines : 
two" or three however had ftruck 
their colours, and thrown the Com- 
pany’s packets overboard, and 
others prudently put to fea. 

The Romney could only fire in 
two openings, and this under a 
precifion which was cautioufly ob- 
ferved ; neither could {he veer away 
cable to open a larger {pace, as the 
Jafon lay right a-ftern of her. See- 
ing the Romney was like to have 
little thare in the action, after the 
fourth thip had pafled her, I order- 
ed the barge to be manned, to go 
on board the Hero. General Mea- 
dows and captain Saltern initled 
they fhould accompany me, witha 
degree of generotity and good hu- 
mour which I could not refift. It 
is pleafant to be near the general 
at all times, but on the day of bat- 
tle that fatisfa¢tion is felt in a pe- 
culiar degree. We were received 
by captain Hawker with as chear- 
ful and affable civility as if we had 
come to dinner, while the Hero 
kept up a conftant, aweful, heavy 
difcharge of artillery. 

The action bordered upon a fur- 
prize, and the nature of the fervice 
an which we were engaged, render- 
ed us liable to much confuiion ; yet 
vpon the whole, until the enemy 
were beat off, I faw nothing on our 
part but fleady, cool, determined 
valour. 

Captain Alms, of the Monmouth, 
kept up a well-direéted fire. 

Captain Paiiley had worked hard 
from the beginning of the bufine!s, 
and had got a {pring on his cable, 
by which effort every thot told from 
the Jupiter. 

The French commodore now 
found his fituation too hor, and he 
cut his cable in three quarters of 
an hour, and went away through 
the thips, as his fecond a-flern had 
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done before him ; the other a-hesd 
was now left behind, an Objeck 
to be fired at by all the thips in our 
fleet, who could get guns to hear 
upon him. Tn this fituation he fe- 
mained for fifteen minutes, hardly 
firing a gun during the whole time: 
fuch a fpectacle of diflrefs | Dever 
before beheld. 

d am fatished myfelf he ftruck 
his colours, and that they were not 
merely thot away, as fome alledge. 

. . . She 
and this | believe, becaufe ditterent 
thips thought he thruck at the fame 
time ; bot it was impoflible to ger 
all the fhips to ceafe bring at on 
and one gun being afterwards dy. 
charged from the enemy’s Ap, 
the fring began again even from 
fuch of our fhips as had left off, 

Whether his cable was thot away, 
or he cut the cable, I cannot fay; 
but off the thip went round u 
the heel, her itern falling clofe to 
the broadfide of the Ifis ; her mails 
were tottering; her yards were 
hanging different ways ; her fails 
were flying about in rags, and full 
of holes. Firii fell the mizen maf, 
next went the main-matt, and lat. 
ly the fore-mait and the outer end 
of the bowfprit tumbled into the 
water. 

I intlantly returned to the Rom- 
ney, and made the fignal for all the 
captains, and after hearing the 
condition of every fhip, I diredted 
the men of war to cut and flip as 
faft as they couid get to fea, tw fol- 
low up the victory, with orders to 
make any India fhips which lay i 
their way, to cut their cables alis, 
that they might not be impeded. 

l ordered the merchant thips t@ 
lie faft and repair their damages, 
until we joined them again. | 

As foon as the Jaiou was out o 
the way, the Romney was cal by 
a {pring on the cable, and fhe — 
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out to fea under the acclamations 
fthe whofe feet. 

~The fupicer inftantly followed, 

: n between our fcattered 

nd the evemy. Perceiving 

he Ifis nor Diana making 
co follow, though both of 

‘> clear births for fo do- 

»veral fignals were 
Diana aniwered, and 
wed; but although 
: fred to entorce 
' owt the Itis, the 
chout any figns ot 

»nals then abroad. 
me uuderourftern, 
mM gayptain Sutton, 

maité aod yards, 
a. tal id rigging, were fo 
wounc J, that he could not come 
out withen: repairing them, but 
that‘he would foliow as fait as he 
could. 

My anfwer was, all this is,.no 
excule for difobeying my politive 
orders: befides, J, think his da- 
mages immaterial, to a man of any 
refources, =. | 

Captain Sutjon’s fignal was there- 
fore again enforced by,another gun; 
he thea hoilted his anfwering tlag, 
and. came out, after three hours 
delay. 

All’ the thips being now come 
out, the fignal was ‘made to form 
the liné a-head on the larboard 
tack, The French fhips had before 
‘this collected and taken the diiabled 
fhip in tow, and they had raifed 
a itump forward, and fixed a fail 
upon it, with which they had wore 
the hulk, and put before the wind 
ina line of battle a-breatt, and 
fent off their convoy under all the 
fail they could fet. 

When the Ifis joined us the ran 
under our ern, and repeated an 
account of her diflrefS and her da- 
Maves, particularly the want of a 
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mizen-topfail-yard, which I told 
the captain was nothing at all. 

The fignal was now made to 
bear up in a line of battle a-breait. 
At that inflant the Lfis loft her fore- 
top-matt above the top-fail-yard, 
which yard was not injured by the 
fall, nor was the fail hurt, or any 
other damage fultained, to prevent 
the fhip from working, the fore- 
top-fail being clofe reeted and fet. 

{ immediately thortened {fail to 
give time to the Ifis to clear the 
wreck, which was done in half an 
hour or forty minutes. 

This increafed our diflance from 
the enemy. As foon as | faw the 
Ifis could make fail, I bore up and 
fet the fore-fail, and made the fig- 
nal for the line a-breaitt. When we 
came near the enemy, I found, the 
jis and Monmouth had dropped 
a-itern between two and three 
miles, though both of them failed 
much better than the Romney: 
their fignals were therefore made te 
call them to their fations;. the 
Monmouth immediately anfwered, 
and made {ail accordingly, but the 
fis till kept behind. 

By thele various obflruGions and 
delays, added to a ftrong lee cur- 
rent, the enemy had drawn ug far 
to leeward of St. Jago. ‘The fun 
was fet; the fea had increafed; 1 
could not propote, a decifive action 
inthe night. If 1 followed until 
day-light, my projpects were great 
and tempting; bat I mull then de- 
icrmine to leave my convoy im di- 
ftrefs, and feparate from the troops, 
without aay fixed determination 
concerning them or tieir detlina- 
tion; and I mutt alfo have relin- 
quifhed the obje® of the prefent 
expedition; becaufe, after getting 
{fo far to leeward that we.tould not 
fetch the iflands of Bravo or Fogo, 
it isa well known fact that no dhip 
¢aQ 
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con bear up againit the N. E, 
winds and the S. W. currents which 
always prevail here, much lefs af- 
ter fach an aélion as muft be 
Ged. 
“On the other hand, if the prin- 
cipal force of the enemy fhould ar- 
rive before as at the place of our 
defination, it might prove equally 
fatal to the objett of the expedition. 

The dilemma was great indeed, 
and I felt the cruc! fitwation with 
an anguifh which I never before 

enced ; but after marurely 
weighing the fobject in all its con- 
fequences with thofe perfons on 
whofe judgement I have moft con- 
fidence, I thought myfelf bound to 
return to join the fhips ander my 
protection, and to purfue the object 
of the expedition, it being moft 
bable that the enemy mutt cither 
fend off two of their difabled fhips 
of war to the Weft-Indies, in which 
cafe I fhall have a fuperior naval 
force, or they muft touch at the 
Brazils for water and repairs; and 
rhaps they will be obliged to do 

h; in either of which cafes we 
fhall have a great advantage by 
the preceding action. 

Next day we retook the Hinchin- 
broke Eaft India thip, with 25 
Frenchmen on board ; and I learn 
from them that the fquadron who 
attacked us was compofed of 

L’Heros, 74, M. de Suffrein, 

brigadier des armés, grand 
commandant de Malte. 

L”Aunibal, 74, M. de Tremigon, 

Capitaine de vaiffeau. 

L’Artefien, 64, M. de Cardaillae, 

chevalier de Malte. 

Le Sphynx, 64, M. de Duchillon, 

canpitane de varfleag, 

Le Vengeor, 64, M. le chevalier 

de Forbin, capitaine de vaif- 
fea, 


j.a Fortune, 16, Corvette. 


[}une, 

M. de Cafries, commandant de 
Varmee de terre. 

Regiment de Pondicher 
barralions. no 

Detachment du Regim 
Auttrafie. “a 
4 vaifleaax des Indes, vig 


1. Le Brifon, et cing vailleaug 

2« Le Trois Amis, | °° “anfport 

3- L.’ Mede France a oe 
y “ a 

4. Pondicherry, with copper, 

The Hannibal was the Aj 


which was difinatted, and the Hero 
led in, and futfered damages next 
in proportion to the Hannitat ; the 
Artefien, Sphynx, and Vengeut 
came in according as they are 
named, but the lait three did not 
receive much injury. ‘The captain 
of the Artefien, to which hip the 
prifoners belong, was killec bya 
grape fhot on the fhoulder. 

They informed me that they hil- 
ed from Breft the 22d of March, 
with Monf. le Graffe and 20 fail of 
the line, three of which are of three 
decks, bound to Martinique, be- 
fides the Sagittaire frigate of fifty 
guns, bound to North America. 

That they feparated off Madeira, 
and their purpofe was to attack the 
fquadron under my command, 
wherever they could find it, of 
which they had received a corret 
lift at Breft: chat the Artefien firt 
difcovered us lying in the road, 
and tacked towards Monf Sufftein 
to acquaint him of it; that he in- 
ftantly ordered them to ene for 
the attack; and being aked by 
Monf. Cardilliac, the ey aw of 
the Artefien, what they fhould do 


if the Portuguefe forts fhould fre 
upon them? he defired them 0 

fire at the Portuguefe forts allo. 
After an aétion of fach a length, 
in fuch a fituation, in {mooth wa 
ter, With large fhips fo near each 
Ove, 
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st is furprifing to find how 

yoxidied on aber killed, and 

what fight damages his Majefty’s 

ips have received. 

oT he Monmonth lying within a 
cable’s length, had not a man 
killed, and only fix wounded. 

The Jupiter had two wounded. 

The |fis had four killed and five 
wounded, 

The Romney had feven wound- 
ed; and the other thips ac- 
cording to'the lift enclofed. — 

The Jafon and Latham Faft-India 
hhips, which lay at the fartheft di- 
fance from the enemy, had four 
killed and 14 wounded ; among the 
number of the kifled is lieutenant 
Keith of the Jafon, a brave and 
worthy officer, 

Several of the laft India fhips 
have fuffered in their matts, yards, 
and rigging, but nothing that will 
impede the voyage, or which can- 
not be repaired even here with 
fecurity. 

The fate of the Infernal firefhip, 
and Terror bomb, deferves to be 
particularly related : they had come 
from the Ifle of May two days be- 
fore, and lay to the eaflward, with- 
out all the fhips, notwithftanding 
my orders in writing had been 
RriGly given, and punétually com- 
municated, for all the {mall fhips 
to anchor within the reft, The 
Terror had fprung her bowfprit, 
and was fifhing it, with her rigging 
loofe, when the enemy appeared, 
and one of the fixty-four gun Ships 
had her on board. 

The Terror catched fire, and the 
enemy durft not take poffeffion of 
her, though often invited to do fo 
by captain Wood, She then cut 
her cable, and drove to fea, where 
hhe lo& her bowfprit and foremaf. 

One of the French fhips again 

ollowed her in this mifcrable con- 
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dition, and fired feveral thot at the 
Terror ; yet captain Wood, fecing 
us preparing to come out, would 
not flrike his colours, but bravely 
contrived to fet fome ftay-fails, and 
flide off in that fhattered condition. 

The firefhip went to fea, and 
was taken by the enemy, by what 
means 1 cannot relate; but I have 
good reafon to believe fhe was af- 
terwards abandoned by the enemy, 
or retuken by the crew, as the Ju- 
piter faw her the next day te lee- 
ward, and flanding towards us, 
with her diftinguifhing vanes and 
an{wering-flag abroad. 

The Fortitude India thip behaved 
with uncommon bravery. She was 
boarded by the Artefien, who fired 
many guns into her; feveral of the 
enemy’s crew jumped on board the 
Fortitude ; yet in this fituation 
captain Jenkinfon, of the 98th re- 
giment, kept up a conftant fire 
with fmall arms; feveral of the 
enemy were fhot on the shrouds, 
and two were forced overboard, 
and taken up again into the For- 
titude, after the two fhips had 
feparated. 

The Hinchinbroke was alfo mi- 
ferably cut and mangled by the 
Artefien, before fhe was taken. 

Many of the other India thips 
fuffered confiderable damages, par- 
ticularly the Lord North, Ofterly, 
and Afia ; and the Edward victual- 
ler was nearly funk and carried out 
to fea, though afterwards aban- 
doned. 

With great difficalty, after turn- 
ing many days, we recovered this 
bay with the Fortitude, and we 
towed in the Hinchinbroke and 
Edward. 

Every poffible exertion has been 
ufed fince to repair the various da- 
mages which the thips had fuftain- 


ed, and the whole convoy are now 
: as 
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as completely refitted as circum~ 
flances wil! allow ; in the execution 
of which fervice I am chiefly, in- 
debted to the indefatigable atten- 
tion of captain Paifley, whofe zeal 
on this, and every other occafion, I 
wifh may be reprefented to his 
majefty. : 

To add to our embarraffment, 
the Porto floop, who joined us the 
day we got back, ran foul of the 
Hero, and loft her foremaft and 
Bow/prit. 

I have judged it proper to put 
captain Sutton, of the Ifis, under 
an arreft. 

Since writing the above account, 
the Infernal firefhip has joined us. 
The enemy had abandoned her on 
our approach, having taken away 
captain Darby and five feamen, and 
nine foldiers of the g8th regiment. 

Lieutenant Hamilton has been 
ever fince turning up to gain this 
port, which fhews the impoihbility 
of joining the convoy if | had fol- 
lowed the enemy. 

The fircthip has fuflained little 
or no damages. 

We thall fail from this ifland to- 
morrow ; and the Porto {loop will 
be ready to proceed for England 
the day after with theie defpaiches. 

J am, with the creatett refpect, 

My lord, 
Your Lordfiip’s mot obedicnt 
And moft humble fervant, 


GEO, JOHNSTONE. 


Total of the Killed and weunded in the 


SF ips and veffils under the command 


ef commodore “Johnfione, in an 
adlion with a French [yuadren 
commanded by Me nfieur de St frein, 
on the 161) of April, 1781, in 


Port Praya Road in the ifland of 


St. Jago. 

16 Seamen or petty officers killed ; 
77 aitto wounded ; 4 ditto fince 
dead of their wounds; 1: ditto 
taken priioners, 
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29 Soldiers.or marines killed. 6 
ditto wounded; 4 ditto fut 
dead of their wounds ; 9 ditto 
taken prifoners. 

OFFICERS killed, 

George Keith, fir lieutenant of 
the Jafon. 

Captain Crawford, of the tooth 
regiment, on board the Offerly 


Eaft Indiaman. 

Licutenant M‘Donald, of ditto, on 
board ditto. 

Lieutenant Griffin, of the g8th 
regiment, on board the Pondi- 
cherry armed tranfport. 

Lieutenant Morris of ditto, in a 
boat coming from the fhore, 

Henry Roach, matter of the Por. 
poife armed tranf{port. 

The furgeon of the Ofterly Eat 
India thip. . 

OFFICERS wounded. 

Lieutenant Donald Campbell of 
the Terror bomb veffel. 

Lieutenant Hind of the g8th regi- 
ment. 

Eniign Scott of ditto, on board the 
Fortitude Eaft Indiaman. 

PRISONER. 

Captain Henry D’Efterre Darby, 

; commander of his majefty’s fire- 
hip Infernal, taken prifoner by 
the French. | 

GEO, JOHNSTONE, 
16. On the 3d inft. the town of 

Cagli, in the Pope’s dominions, 
was almoft buried in ruins by an 
earthquake, in which more than 
8co inhabitants perifhed, among 
whom was the bifhop of Berlozzi, 
as he was employed in the duties of 
his facred function. 

18. On the 11th inft. the empe- 

ror of Germany arrived at Oftend 

in the evening ; and in three hours 
after arrived in the fame city the 
duke of Gloucefter. Next day his 
highnefs fet out for Bruges, where 
he had an interview. with his impe 


rial majefty, and returned the fame 
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day. This interview has occafion- 
ed much fpeculation. ay 

16. Fxtrad of a letter from Paris. 
“ The great Theatre of the 
Opera, built by the famous Ser- 
vandoni, has been entirely reduced 
to athes. Itwas accidentally fet on 
fre after the repreientation, the 
moment the curtain was dropped. 
The audience had all time toeicape, 
but forty people behind the icenes 

rihed in the flames. Some of 
the bodies have been taken out fo 
disfguredand miferably burnt, that 
it isimpoflible to afcertain whether 
they are men or women. The ce- 
lebrated Daubbervault, who dan- 
ced atthe King’s Theatre in the 
year 1764, is fuppofed to have 
been one of the unfortunate vic- 
tims, having fuddenly diiappeared 
after this terrible difafler. The 
lofs is faid to amount to four milli- 
ons of livres and upwards.”’ 

dmiralty-O fice, ‘June 15, i751. 
Extrad of a letter, received the 12t/ 

curt. from wvice-admiral Sir E-d- 

ward Hughes, K. B. and comman- 

der in cf of of Ais ma jofty’s Ships 
and veflils in the Faji-dndies, to 

Mr. Stephens, dated at Bombay, 

Jan. 2, 1781, 

On the 17th of O&ober I failed 
from Madrais Road, intending to 
proceed to the relief of ‘Tellicherry 
on this coat (clofely invelled by 
the Nairs, and a detachment of 
Hyder Ali’s troops) and from 
thence to this port, to clean and 
refit the fhips. 

I arrived in Tellicherry Road on 
the 27th of November, where I 
found two of the company’s armed 
fhows, and a tran{port thip, which 
“a et ftores and ammunition 
. §arrifon a few days before: 
ue mean time, the armed boats 
Of the thips in Calicut Road cut 
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out and brought away one of Hy- 
der Ali’s thips, and forced the other 
on fhore: but, in the courfe of 
their operation the Sartine frigate, 
being warped into fhoal water to 
cannonade the enemy’s. {hips, 
truck on the rocks at, low water, 
and filled, fo that the was totally 
loft; a part of her fails, top-maits, 
booms, and fome other ftores, be- 
ing all that could be faved out of 
her. 

After having left a captain of 
marines, with four officers, and 
108 rank and file, with 1coo bar- 
rels of powder, at Tillicherry, for 
its defence, until a reinforcement 
fhould arrive from Bombay, I fail- 
ed with all the fquadron towards 
Bombay on the sth of December 
lait. 

On the Sth of December, being 
off Mangulore, the principal fea- 
port of Hyder Ali, on the Malabar- 
Coail, I faw two thips, a large 
{fnow, three ketches and many 
{maller veficls, at an anchor in the 
road, with Hyder Ali’s colours 
flying on board them ; and ftanding 
with the f{quadron clofe into the 
road, found them to be veilels of 
force, and all armed for war; on 
which 1 anchored as clofe to the 
enemy’s vellels as poflible, with 
{afety to the thips, and ordered the 
armed boats of the fquadron to at- 
tack and deitroy them, under cover 
of the fire of the company’s two 
armed inows, and of the prize fhip 
cut out of Calicut-road, which 
were anchored in fhoal water, and 
clofe tothe enemy’s fhips. This 
fervice was conducted, on the. part 
of our boats, with a fpirit and 
activity that do much honour to the 
officers and men employed in them ; 
and in two hours they. took and 
burnt the two fhips, one of 23, 
the other of 26 guns; one ketchof 

12 
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12 guns was blown up by the enemy 
at the inftant our boats were 
boarding her ; another ketch of 10 
guns, which cut her cables, and 
endeavoured to put to fea, was 
taken; and the third ketch with 
the fmaller veffels, were forced on 
fhore, the {now only efcaping mto 
the harbour, after having thrown 
every thing overboard to lighten 
her. On this fervice the f{quadron 
lot lieutenant Gomm, of the 
Burford, and ten men killed ; lieu- 
tenant Sutton, of the Superb ; 
licutenant Maclellan, of the Ea- 
gle, and 51 men wounded, many 
of them fince dead. 

On the 2oth of December I arri- 
ved with the fquadron in this har- 
bour, and immediately fet about 
the docking and refitting the fhips 
for fervice, which I hope to accom- 
plith all in the month of March. 

Vienna, March 26. A little be- 
fore his departure the Emperor 
granted to the Jewifh nation, fet- 
tled in his eftates, among other 
privileges which they have not hi- 
therto enjoyed, that of exercifing 
all kinds of arts and trades, of 
applying themfelves to agriculture, 
of reforting to the univerfities, and 
of enjoying in general all the ad- 
vantages of other citizens. 

Bruffels, June 14. The Empe- 
ror arrived here about eleven 
o'clock on Thurfday night, and 
fince that time has been almott 
continually employed in attendin 
to the petitions and requefts of his 
people. On Friday he faw only 
two or three of the principal minif- 
ters. On Saturday he received the 
public bodies s and yefterday and 
this day he has given audience to 
every one who demanded it. It is 
not merely the rich and noble who 
find admittance to the imperial 
prefence ; the poor of every deno- 
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Mination are received with nal 
grace and favour; every cla 

has the privilege of telling his own 
ftory in his own way to the fathe, 


of his people, who receives them 


all unattended by a fingle 

and lays afide every Sore adn 
might awe the modeft and the hum. 
ble from making their wants 
diftrefles known to him. 

23. Advices were this day recej. 
ved from fir ‘Henry Clinton, dy 
lord George Germain, that major. 
general Philips, and brigadier-ge. 
neral Arnold had deftroyed in Ve 
ginia, during the month of April, 
a confiderable number of armed 
veflels belonging to the Americans, 
a range of barracks for two thou- 
fand men, feveral ware-houfes and 
magazines, fome hundred barrels 
of flour, and many thoufand hogi- 
heads of tobacco. 


tis: 


5- Yeiterday the late printersof 
the London Courant and Noon Ga- 
zette, and the publither of the 
Morning Herald, with the printer 
of the Gazetteer, received fentence 
in the court of King’s Bench, for 
having publifhed a libel againk the 
Ruffian ambaffador: viz. the late 
printer of the London Courant, a 
the original publither, to be im- 
prifoned a year, and to ftand in 
the pillory for one hour at the Roy- 
al Exchange ; the late printer of 
the Noon Gazette, to pay a fine 
1001. and to be imprifoned a yea’, 
and, for an aggravating paragrapa, 
to be imprifoned for an additional 
fix months, and pay a'fine of 100. 
The publifher of the Morning 
rald was fined col. and impr 
for a year; and the printer 
Gazetteer (being a female) ¥# 
fined scl, and imprifoned for ha 


ths. 
months 6. Yefterdty 
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6. Yelterday the printers of the 
Whitehall Saniine Poft, Middle- 
fex Journal, and St. James’s Chro- 
nicle, received fentence for the fame 
offence; when each was fined rool. 
and the two former were imprifoned 


for a year. 


Extras of a letter from the right 
hou. gen. Elliot, governor of Gi- 
braltar, to the earl of Hilllorough, 
one of his Mayefiy’s principal fe 
cretaries of fate, dated Gibraltar, 
June 11, 1781. 


I have no new occurrences to 
rt to your lordfhip, only that 
on the gth the enemy’s laboratory 
took fire, with firft a great explo- 
fion, facceeded by the burfting of 
hells, refembling a clofe running 
fre of mofketry, intermixed with 
different blafts, for near twenty 
minutes, and followed by a confla- 
gration, which lafted near three 
ours. We fuppofe the damage to 
have been very confiderable, pro- 
bably athoufand fixed fhells, be- 
fides powder, implements, and 
ftores, 

When it is calm, the gun and 
mortar boats repeat their nightly 
vifits, doing us no great harm, only 
depriving the troops fometimes of 
their natural reft, which is no great 
evil in this climate, as evidently 
appears by the health of the gar- 
rifon, 

14. This dav the feffions at the 
Old Bailey, which began on the 
ith, ended, when fixteen con- 
vids received fentence of death. 

At this feffions, M. de la Motte 
was tried and convi¢ted for carry- 
ing on a treafonable correfpondence 
with the enemies of this country. 
The fentence paffed upon him was, 
“ To be hanged by the neck but 
not till dead, then to be cut down, 
and his bowels taken out and burnt 
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before his face, his head to be taken 
off, his body cut into four quarters, 
and to be at his Majeity’s difpofal.” 
The Prifoner received the aweful 
doom with great compolure, but 
inveighed againft Mr. Lutterloh in 
warm terms. 

M. de la Motte is about five feet 
ten inches in height, and of a 
comely countenance: his deport- 
ment is exceedingly genteel, and 
his éye is expreflive of itrong pene- 
tration. He wore a white cloth 
coat and a linen waiftcoat, worked 
in tambour. After fentence Mr. 
Akerman’s fervants prepared to re- 
conduct him to prifon, but being 
ignorant of their defign, he fat in 
the chairin which he had fat during 
almoft the whole of the trial; but 
upon the matter being explained to 
him, he rofe, madea polite bow to 
the court, and retired. 

28. Yefterday M. Francis Henry 
De la Motte was, by an order from 
lord Hillfborough, delivered into 
the cuftody of the theriffs of Lon- 
don and Middlefex, who conveyed 
him from the Tower to Newgate, 
from whence, abouta quarter after 
nine, he fet out for the place of 
execution, being preceded by the 
city marfhal, the two theriffs in 
their carriages, attended by their 
officers, and a prodigious number 
of conftables.—M. De la Motte 
was dreffed in a fuit of black. His 
deportment was manly and ferious: 
he feemed to have fixed his atten- 
tion on the aweful f{cene beforehim, 
and to be totally abitratted from 
furrounding objects, as he fcarcely 
ever took his eyes from a devotion- 
al book he held in his hands. Up- 
on his arrival at the place of exe- 
cution, he was immediately remov- 
ed from the fledge into a cart, 
which was drawn under the gallows. 

He continued therein about two 
(i) DINnUtes, 
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minutes, which he feomed to em- 


loy in fervent devotion; when 
bowiae re{pectfully twice to the 
fheriffs, he turned to the execuu- 
oner, and defired him to perform 
his officeimmediately. After hang- 
ing 57 minutes, the body was cut 
down, and laid on a block, when 
(the fire being previoufly kindled) 
the executioner fevered the head 
fromthe trunk, andmaking an inci- 
fion from his breaft, took out the 
heart, which aftera me expofure, 
was committed tothe lames. The 
body was after this, being firft lightly 
{cored, together with the head, put 
into a very handfome coffin, and 
delivered to an attendant underta- 
ker for interment. 

30. The two following letters 
were publifhedas authentic at Paris 
about ten days ago : 


Sir George Rodney to the Marquis de 
Bouille. 


I have received the letters which 
your excellency did me the honour 
to write to me; and I am 
hurt that a perfon of fo diftinguifh- 
ed a rank and charagter as the 
marquis de Bouillé, thould, in con- 
fequence of information, which 
he conteffles he received through 
indireét channels, demean himfelf 
fo far as to defcend to menaces : 
Britith admirals are unacquainted 
with fear! and know not what it is 
to threaten: they are refponfible 
for their condu@ to none but their 
king and their country : they never 
look for glory in infulting their 
enemies: they have always treated 
them with refpect and humanity. 
But a perfidious people, wearing 
the mafque of friendthip, trai- 
tors to their country, and rebels 
to their king, are not entitled to 
indulgencies or refpe&: and fhall 
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never meet with either at 


haads. ¥ 
| Tam, &c. 
The Marguis de Bouille to Admiral 
Rodney. 


I am fatisfied that a Britith ad. 
miral and a French general ought 
to be refponfible only to their king 
and their country. ‘T’o both | owe 
reprifals ; and'cruel as it may be to 
have recourfe to them, you fet the 
example at St. Euftatius, and 1 
muft purfue it. You laid down the 
law, and I fhall &tri@ly adhere to 
it. Your excellency, no doubs, 
forgot that you were writing to a 
French general, who, from the 
events of war, has been for fome 
time in the habit of defpifing Bri- 
tith infolence. I had the honour 
to write to your excellency that | 
would not exchange any more pri- 
foners: they fhall all, without ex- 
ception, be fent to France. I re- 
peat once more, that yon may ack 
as you pleafe towards our flags of 
truce ; to quiet your appreheni- 
ons on that head I fhall fend no 
more. In future, the interpreters 
of our fentiments fhall be our can- 
non: by thofe means we hall 
avoid all political difputes, fo faf- 
tidious and difguiting in them- 
felves, and which are more in the 
department of ambafladors than of 
foldiers. I am, &c. 

31. On Thurfday evening Mefiis, 
Gouverneur and Curfon, partners 
and late merchants in the ifland of 
St. Euftatius, were brought in cul 
tody of two of his majeity’s mer 
fengers from on board the Venge- 
ance man of war at Spithead, 10. 
the earl of Hillfborough’s office ia 
Cleveland-Row ; where, after ea 
dergoingan examination, they were 
ordered into the cuftody of M: 
Mann, the meflenger ; and on Fie 
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joht ut ttn o’clock they were 
at to the American depart- 
ment at Whitehall, where their 
conduét- underwent 2 more fevere 
and regular enquiry before the at- 
rorney and folicitor - génerals, 
Mefits. CNamibérlavne and White, 
folicitors, and Mr. Sampfon 
Wright, the prefiding magiltrate 
at Bow-ftreet. ‘This examination 
lafted a confiderable time, and fe- 
veral papers were produced and 
read; after which Mr. Gouver- 
neur was committed to New 
Prifon, charged with high-treafon, 
in carrying on a correfpondence 
with the American agent, Adams, 
at Amfterdam, and with furnifhing 
the colonifts with ammunition and 
other fpecies of military 
flores for the {upport of the war. 
He was conducted to the place of 
his confinement by two of the mef- 
fers, under a warrant figned by 
Mr. Wright; but his colleague, 
Mr. Curfon, being very much in- 
difpofed, was indulped with the 
liberty of remaining in the cuttody 
of Mr. Mann, the meffenger. 
They are both young men, about 
° years of age, Curfon tall and 
ender, Gouverneur about five 
feet eight inches, and ftout made. 
Chey were dreffed plainly, but had 
the entire appearance of gentle- 
men, in light brown cloaths and 
white hats. The houfe, of which 
they were the heads, was deemed 
the firft “in the ifland of St. Eutfta- 
ius, and the firm of the partner- 
hip was eftimated at no lefs a 
fum than three hundred thoufand 
pounds, 
The unfortunate De la Motte 
was buried at feven o’clock on Fri- 
ay cvening, in the church-yard 
St. Pancras. A very handfome 
Plate was on his cofin, which ex- 


Prefled his age to be $5. 
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Whitehall, Augufi 7, 1781. > 


Extra? of a letter from major-genee 
ral Vaughan to lord George Ger-' 
main, dated Barbadoes, Funt 16, 
1781. Received by the Childers 
Sloop. 

y Lord, 

On the roth of May the French 
fleet, confifting of 24 hhips of the 
line and frigates, landed troops at 
St. Lucia, and fummoned Pigeons 
Ifand to furtrender; but upofi 
viewing the Vigie and Morne, with 
the other parts of thatifland unde 
military government, they judged 
it prudent to re-embark their 
troops, and quisted St. Lacia very 
quickly. 

On this occafion I beg leave to 
obferve, for your lordthip’s kin 
reprefentation to his majefty, the 
very great exertions and attention 
fhown by brigadier-general St. Le- 
ger, who commands in that ifland, 
to its ftrength and fecurity, and 
the great ardour and chearfulnefs 
with which the troops in that im- 
portant poft have ¢xecuted their 
duty ; and permit me, my lord, to 
add, that I confider myfelf and the 
fervice much indebted to the ala- 
crity and aid given by captain 
Robert Linzee and captain Rod- 
ney, and the other officers and fea- 
men of his majefty’s frigates, poft- 
ed at the Vigie and Vigeon [fland 
at the time the enemy made their 
landing. 

Nor can I omit taking notice of 
the very fpirited and meritorious 
part of the merchants, who em- 
bodied themfelves for the defence 
of his majeity’s ifand. 

On this expedition of the enemy 
to St. Lucia, the only Jofs on our 
part, that I have heard, is a few 


fick men of the 46th regiment, 
(F 2) which, 
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which, with their comforts and 
neceflarics, they carried off. 

Upon the 27th, hearing thata 
fying fquadron of the enemy had 
appeared near Tobago, fir George 
Rodney difpatched rear-admiral 
Drake, with fix fail of the line and 
fome frigates, in which I had the 
6oth regiment, a flank company 
of the 6oth, and a volunteer com- 
pany under the command of bri- 
gadier-general Skeene, to fuccour 
and relieve that ifland. .On the 
rear-admiri!’s approach, finding 
the whole French fleet had inveit- 
ed the ifland, he apprifed fir Geo. 
Rodney of it, and returned with 
his fquadron to form a junétion with 
the reft of the fleet: on receiving 
this information the 2d curt. I im- 
mediately embarked with admiral 
Rodney, who failed on the 34d, 
with the whole fleet, to the relief 
of Tobago. Arriving on the 4th 
near the ifland; we fenton fhore an 
officer to procure the ncceflary in- 
telligence, and guides to conduc 
the troops to relieve the garrifon. 
On his return I was informed that 
the ifland had capitulated, a cir- 
cumftance I learned with concern. 

Admiralty-Ofce, Auguff g, 1781. 

Lieutenant Rivett, of his ma- 
jelly’s cutter the Surprize, arrived 
here this afternoon, with a letter 
from vice-admiral Parker to Mr. 
Stephens, of which the following 
is a copy : 

Hortitude at fea, Augufi 6, 1781. 

SIR, 

Yetterday morning we fell in 
with the Dutch fquadron, with a 
large convoy, on the Dogger Bank. 
I was happy to find I had the wind 
of them, as the great number of 
their large frigates might otherwife 
have encangered my convoy. Hav- 
ing feparated the men of war from 
the merchant fhips, and made a 
fignal to the lait to keep their wind, 
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I bore away witha general fignal 
to chafe. | he enemy formed their 
line, confifting of eight two-deek. 
ed fhips, on the ftarboard tack ; 
our’s, including the Dolphin, cop. 
filting of feven. Not a gun was 
fired on either fide, until within the 
diftance of half mufquet thot. The 
Fortitude being then a-breaf of 
the Dutch admiral, the a&ion be. 
gan and continued, with an up- 
ceafing fire, for three hours and 
forty minutes: by this time our 
fhips were unmanageable. JI made 
an effort to form the line, in order 
to renew the action, but found ir 
impracticable. ‘The Bienfaifant had 
loft his main-top-ma‘l, and the Buf. 
falo his fore-yard ; the ret of the 
fhips were not lefs fhattered in their 
mats, rigging and fails: the ene 
my appeared to be in as bad cons 
dition. Both fquadrots lay to a 
confiderable time near each other, 
when the Durch, with their con- 
voy, bore away for the Texel: we 
were not in a condition to follow 
them. 

His mayjefly’s officers and men 
behaved with great bravery, nor 
did the enemy fhow lefs gallantry. 
The Fortitude was extremely well 
feconded by captain Macartney in 
the Princeis Amelia, but he was 
unfortunately killed early in the 
action: lieutenant Hill has great 
merit in fo well fupporting the 
conduct of his brave captain. 

As there was great probability 
of our coming into action again, 
captain Macbride very readily ob- 
liged me by taking the command 
of that thip; and] have appointed 
Mr. Waghorne, my firtt lieutenant, 
to the command of the Artois 
This gentleman although much 
hurt in the action, refuled to leave 
my fide while it lafted. Captain 
Graeme, of the Preften, has los 
an arm. 


Enclofes 
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Enclofed I tranfmit a return of 
the killed and wounded, and an 
account of the damages fuftained by 

fhips. 
ah sates force was, I believe, 
much fuperior to what their lord- 
hips apprehended. I Hatter myfelf 
they will be fatisfied that we have 
done all that was poflible with 
our’s. : 
lam Sir, your moft obedient, 
And moft humble fervant, 
H. PARKER. 

P.S. The frigates this morning 
difcovered one of the Dutch men of 
war funk in twenty-two fathom wa- 
ter; her top-gallant mafts were above 
the furface, and her pendant ftill 
flying, which capt. Patton has 
Rruck, and brought to me on 
board. I believe fhe was the fecond 
hip in the line of 74 guns. 

A return of the killed and wounded in 

the aétion on the 5th of Auguff, 1781. 

Number of Men. 


Slips names. Milled. wounded. total. 
Fortitude, 20 67 87 
Bienfaifant, 6 21 27 
Berwick, 18 58 76 
Princefs Amelia, 19 56 75 
Prefton, 10 40 50 
Buffalo, 20 64 e4 
Dolphin, 1! 33 44 
104 339 = 443 








OFFICERS, 
Fortitude. Lieutenants Waghorne, 
Harrington, Hinckley, the boat- 
Awain, and pilot, wounded. 
Bienfaifant. Gunner wounded. 
Berwick. Lieutenants Skipfey and 
Maxwell, Captain Campbell, and 
lieutenant Stewart, of marines, 
and fix midfhipmen, wounded ; 
pilot and two midfhipmen, killed. 
Princefs Amelia. Captain Macart- 
Rey and gunner, killed ; lieute- 


nants Hill, Sm 1 > 
ietaded, mith, and Legget, 
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Prefton. Capt. Grame, and third 
lieutenant, wounded. 
Buffalo. Firft lieutenant and boat- 

{wain, wounded. - 

Dolphin, Lieutenant Dalby, killed; 
boatfwain wounded, 

N. B. Lieutenant Rivett relates, 
that the homeward bound trade 
from the Baltick, confitting of -up- 
wards of 100 fail, proceeded on 
their way to England, under proper 
convoy, before the action began, 
and may be hourly expected. Ad- 
miral Parker’s {quadron, at the time 
of ation, confilted of the under- 
mentioned fhips and frigates, viz. 


Guns. Ships. Commanders. 
Vice-Ad. Parker 

74 Fortitude } Capt. Robertfon 

80 Princefs Amelia Macartney 

74 Berwick Fergufon 

04 Bienfailant Braithwaite 

60 Buffalo Trufcott 

5° Pretton Greme 

44 Dolphin Blair 

40 Artois M ‘Bride 

38 Latona SirH. Parker 

36 Belle Poule Batton 

32 Cleopatra Murray 

10 Surprize (cutter) Lient. Rivett 


Whitehall, Aug. 10, 1781. 


Copy of adetter from Peter Chefters 
F/9. late Governor of Weft Floriday 
to Lord George Germain, one of bis 
Majefty’s principal Secretaries of 
State, dated Charles-Town, Fuly 2y 
1781. 

My Lord, 
I had not an opportunity, before 

I left Penfacola, of writing to your 

lordthip, to acquaint you of the en- 

tire furrender of Welt-Florida to 
the arms of Spain. The enemy ap- 
peared the gth of March, and ina 
few days after entered the harbour 
of Penfacola. The whole particulars 
of the fiege I muft beg leave to de- 
fer till my arrival in England, 
which I hope will be foon, as I thall 
F 3 embrace 













































embrace the next opportunity of ftate of this province rendering jt 
failing, either in the fag of truce expedient to relinquifh the po at 
that | came in from Piathesle, Camden, lord Rawdon therefore 
which is very leaky, and muft be quitted that place, after havip 
repaired before the can proceed to again offered battle to genera 
fea, or in the next packet, which reene, who, fecured in a fron 
ever is firft ready. We were obliged pofition, behind Sawney Creek, 
to capitulate the 8th of May; could by no cfforts be induced frog 
the articles were figned the goth. it. 
The capitulation would not have On the corps under lord Rawdog 
taken place fo foon, had it not been falling back towards this town, the 
from a very fatal accident on the enemy, by detachments, invetted 
wiorning of the 8th, by having our the pofts at Motte’s-Foufe, Conga- 
rincipal advanced work blown up rees, and Augutta, having previ. 
+ a thell which entered the maga- oufly taken that at Wright’s Blug, 
vine; many lives were loft; the Thefe polls, my lord, had beeg 
few that remained unhurt fpiked eflablifhed for controlling the 
up the guns, and retreated to the country, and pregreing Its COme 
fort. General Campbell thinking munications. Unfortunately, from 
(as I imagine) that the reft of the the fuperiority of the enemy, and 
works were not tenable againft fuch the impoflibility of immediate re, 
a fuperior force, with fo large atrain lief, as affairs were then circum 
of artillery, hoifted the white flag, flanced, thefe garrifons were obliged 
and fent one of his aid-de-camps to to furrender, though gallantly de- 
the Spanith general to treat upon fended: however, I have the fati- 
terms of capitulation, which I hope faction, to inform your lordhip, 
your lordihip will think are as fa- that the flores in them were but in 
vourable as could be obtained in confiderable, and the troops have 
our diltreffed fituation. Gen. Camp- fince been exchanged, under a cap 
bell, with captain Deans, of the tel which has lately taken place be 
navy, are fent to the Havannah; tween lord Cornwallis and major. 
and major of brigade Campbell is general Greene, for the releafe of 
ordered to New Orleans. ‘he reft all prifoners of war in the fouthern 
Of the prifoners of war are gone for diftriat. 
New-York, but were firft to go to Having accomplifhed thefe {maller 
the Hayannah for provifions. purpofes, general Greene combined 
L have the honour to be, &c. his force, and laid clofe fiege to 
PETER CHESTER. Ninety-fix, the moft commanding 
Lixtrad af a letter from Lieutenant- and important of all the poils in the 
Golaxel Balfour, commandant of back country, and which was there- 
Charles Town in South Carolina, fore maintained by about three 
to Lord George Germain, dated hundred and filiy men, exclulivelyot 
Charles-Town, June 27, 1781. militia, and put under the charge 
After the advantage gained by of licutenant-colonel Crugety 4 
lord Rawdon, on the 25th of April, able and zealous officer. 
over Gen. Greene's army, of which Thus circumfanced was this 
your lordihip was informed by my province, when a reinforcement 
difpaich of the ill uls, the general of three regiments from Ireland 
” arrived j 
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rived; and, as foon as the ne- 
ceflary arrangements could be 


made, lord Rawdon, having under 
him @ corps of near two thoufand 
men, proceeded to the relief of 
Ninety-fix: an undertaking, from 
the unfavourablenefs of the climate 
at this feafon, which your lordfhip 
knows muft have been attended 
with many difficulties, and much 
fatigue ; but which the zeal and 
exertion of the troops enabled them 
to furmount. 

General Greene, on finding this 
corps approaching him, took the 
refolution of attempting to ftorm 
the garrifon, as an expedient lets 
dangerous and decifive than com- 
ing to action with lord Rawdon. 
On the morning of the 19th inttant 
he therefore made the experiment ; 
but by oo genet of the troops 
was repulfed, having, as acknow- 
ledged by the enciny, at lealt feven- 
ry-fve killed, and one hundred and 
fifty wounded. On this occafion, 
and during the fiege, our lofs was 
traly inconfiderabie, though, at 
prefent, I am unable to fpecify 
to your lordthip the particulars of 
if. 

Thus difappointed in his views, 
general Greene the enfuing day, 
raifed the fiege, and retired with 
his army behind the Saluda, to a 
trong fituation, within fixteen miles 
of Ninety-fix, at which poft lord 
Rawdon arrived on the 2zyi{t. 

The effential fervice done by the 
troops under colonel Cruger, in his 
gallant defence of the polt, which 
was clofely preffled by the enemy, 
and the noble fpirit with which the 
repelied the affault of al! Greene's 
army, 1s much too obvious to re- 
guire any tribute I could pay to 
jach diktinguifhed merit. 

Meg. 1a. This day an account 
Was received at the adiniralty, con- 
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tained in a letter from Sir Samuel 
Hood to admiral Rodney, of an 
engagement between the fleet un- 
der the command of the former, 
and the French fleet ander the 
command of Monfieur de Grafie, 
on the 28th of April, 1781. Ad- 
miral Hood’s fquadron confitted of 
eighteen fhips of the line, and the 
French of twenty-one. It was a 
kind of drawn battle, no thip being 
taken on either fide. On board the 
Englifh fleet 36 were killed, and 
161 wounded, 

24. On the 2oth inft. the So- 
phia Albertina, a Swedith man of 
war of 72 guns, Johan Guftaaf 
Schiold, commander, convoy to a 
fleet of feven merchantmen bound 
to Cadiz, was wrecked on the Haaks 
on the coaft of Holland, and of 554 
men, of whom the crew confilted, 
only 26 were faved on pieces of the 
wreck, 

The violence of the ftorm in 
which this fhip perifhed was irre- 
fittible, and feveral Portuguefe 
fhips, as well as thofe of Holland 
and other nations, which happened 
to be on the coaft at the fame time, 
fhared the fame fate. 

30. Yetlerday a young grampus 
was caught in the Thames near 
London ridge. 


SEPTEMBER. 

4 Yefterday a defperate attempt 
was made by the prifoners in New 
Prifon Clerkenwell, to overpower 
the keepers, and to make their ef- 
cape. By means of notching knives 
one againft another, they had made 
inftruments with which they had 
fawed off their irons; and being 
furnifhed with hangers and clubs, 
they made an open attack upon 
the turnkey, wounded him, and 
would foon have difpatched him, 


hed not the ferjeant of the guards 
F4 that 
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that attends for the proteion of 
the prifon taken the alarm, and run 
to his affiftance: three of the ring- 
Jeaders were fhot dead upon the 
fpot, and 12 others were wounded 
before the infurgents were fubdued, 
who have been fince more clofely 
confined. 

Eaf Lidia Haufi, Sept. 7, 1783. 

By accounts received over iand 
from Bombay, dated the gift of 
March and 30th of April, 1 81, the 
Fatt India Company are informed, 
that the terms offered to the Ma- 
rattas for peace had not been ac- 
cepted ; 

That cyery acquifition propofed 
by the government of Bombay to 
be made in the courfe of the war 
having been accomplithed, they 
had taken meafures, in concert 
with general Goddard, to coniine 
their future operations to a mere 
plan of defence; to the fecurity 
and prefervation of thofe acqui- 
fitions, and of the company’s othe: 
offefions ; to the fafcry of Bom- 
nag to the reduction of their ex- 
traordinary military charges ; to 
rendering affiflance, fo far asin their 
power, to the Prefidency of Fort 
St. George; for which purpofe pre- 
parations was making to fend back 
all the troops of that Prefidency ; 
and by which meafure the army 
under general Coote would be con- 
dderably fttengthened. 

The lalt advices relative to the 
afais of Fort St. George are alfo 
contained in the above letters from 
Bombay ; and confirm accounts, 
that the French fleet left the coat 

f Coromandel in Febryary, with- 
out landing anyafliftance for Hyder 
Ali, or doing any material damage. 
The pofition of general Coote’s ar- 
my, and his baving burat all the 
boats at Pondicherry, prevented the 
Frcach fom. geting any tupply of 
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provifions from the thore, for which 
they feemed much diftreffed, 

The letter of the g1f of March 
ftates, that general Coote had re. 
taken Carangoly, and Ythe enem 
withdrawn the troops, with which 
for many weeks they had been be. 
fieging .Velore, Perimacoil, and 
Wandiwath ; that Hyder was alfg 
employed in removing his heavy 
cannon and flores from Arcot; but 
it then feemed, to be. .the. general 
opinion he would not withdraw 
his army without hazarding a bat. 
tle. 

The letter of the 30th of April 
ftates, that country intelligence, 
collected by Mr. Stewart at Goa, 
mentions Elyder having quitted the 
Carnatic, 

The letter of the 3ath of April 
concludes with an account of colo. 
nel Camac having gained a very 
complete victory over Mhadage 
Scindia. ‘The colonel had been 
obliged to retreat, and was harafled 
for four days together by a very 
powerful ariny. After the fourth 
day’s retreat, the colonel counter. 
marched a detachment from his ar- 
my in the night, with which he got 
in the rear of the enemy, and at- 
tacked their camp, which was forced 
and plundered, and two guns, four 
elephants, and a large booty fell in- 
to his hands. Several accounts 
concur, that the enemy’s lofs a: 

rounted to Soco men, and Scindia 

himfelf efeaped with difficulty to 
Seronge, attended by only a few 
horfemen, 

20, Yeiterday the feflions ended 
at the Old Bailey, when feven prix 
foners were tricd, four of whom were 
convicted of larceny, and three ate 
quitted. 4 

The trials being ended, 22 capls 
tal convicts reagived judgment 
death, 
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25. Yefterday there was a quar- 
terly general court of proprietors of 
Gait India flock, at their houfe in 
Leadenhail-flreet, purfuant to their 
charter fur calling quarterly courts. 

As foon as the clerk had read 
over the minutes of the lait meet- 
ing, the chairman acquainted the 
court that the quarterly accounts 
were prepared to be read to them, 
which the clerk accordingly read, 
and which itated all the feveral 
items of debtor and creditor of the 
company from the sft of March to 
the ut of September, 1781 ; when 
there appeared a balance in favour 
of the company of above 700,0c0l. 
belides-nearly as much more in 
cath, which, by their late agree- 
ment with government, was to be 
referved in the hands of the com- 
pany for extraordinary exigencies. 


OCTOBER. 


10. Laft night a dreadful fire 
broke out at Mr. Ballard’s, hatter, 
near the New Church in the Strand, 
which burnt with the greateft fury, 
and fpeedily communicated to feve- 
yal other houfes in the neighbour- 
hood, which, confifting for the moft 
part of lath, plailter, and timber, 
ipread to Holywell-ftreet, and burnt 
oa, through the Five-Bells tavern, 
up to Wych-itreet. Notwithttand- 
ing the moit indefatigable labour of 
leveral engines, and a great num. 
per of very active firemen, upwards 
of 30 houfes were burnt. The iron- 
tailing of the New Church in the 
Strand was broken down in feveral 
paces by the fall of two of the 

oufes. 

'§. This day capt. Duncan, of 
his majeity’s frigate Medea, arrived 
a the Admiralty- office, from North- 
America, with an account of an 
ion between the Buglih fleece 
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under the command of rear-admiral 
Graves, and the French fleet under 
Monf. du Barras, off Cape Henry, 
on the 6th of September, in which 
the Terrible, an Englifh man of war 
of 74 guns, was fo much damaged, 
that it was found necelflary to deitroy 
her. The Englith had go men killed 
in the a¢tion, and 246 wounded. 
The Englith fleet retired to New- 
York, and the French fleet anchored 
in the Chefapeak, 
St. James's, OF. 15, 1781. 

Capt. Home, late captain of his 
majeity’s fhip Romney, difpatched 
trom commodore Johnitone in the 
Lark floop, arrived at the earl 
of Hillfborough’s office, yefterday 
morning, with difpatches from the 
commodore, dated the 21{t of Au- 
guit lait, of which the following is 
an extract ; 

On the 12th of June we were in 
the latitude of 26: g S, and longi- 
tude 20: 24 deg. W. and here I 
detached the Jafon, Aétive, Rat- 
tlefnake, and Lark, to precede the 
fleet, in order to gain intelligence, 

On the gth of July in the even- 
ing, being in the rendezvous given 
to the above-named fhips, they 
joined us, together with the = 
Heldwoltemade, a Dutch Eaft-India 
fhip, lately commanded by — 
Vrolyk, bound to Ceylon, laden- 
with ftores and provifions, and a- 
bout forty thoufand pounds in bul- 
lion. 

Tnis prize, Heldwoltemade, had 
come lait from Saldanha bay; fhe 
failed the 28th of June: fhe ftruck 
to the Aétive on the aft of July. 

From Capt. Pigot I received a 
body of intelligence, digefted by 
lieutenant d’Auvergne, a very pro- 
mifing young officer ; it contained, 
as vour lordfhip will obferve, a cer- 
tain account, that Monf, Suffrein 


had arrived in Lalie Bay, on the ut 
0 
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of fone, with his five thips of the 
line, and the greateft part of his 
tranfports, and that there wove five 
Dutch Eaft-Indta fhips at anchor 
in the bay of Saldanha: 1 there- 
fore refolved to enter that bay; I 
fleered to the north of the harbour 
towards St. Martin’s Point, other- 
wife called the bay of St. Helen’s. 
I took the charge of pilotage on 
myfelf, and ran in fhore under co- 
ver of the night, judging my di- 
fiance by the lead; the weather was 
very foggy, and continued fo till 
the morning of the arft of July; 
the wind was at north-eaft. At 
eight o'clock in the morning we 
had a clear fight of the land, di- 
ttance about four miles, and bore 
up for Saldanha Bay. We were 
farced to turn by traverfes into the 
bay ; neverthelefs our arrival was 
fo unexpecied, and our movements 
fo rapid, by carrying every fail we 
could bear, that che Dutch had juft 
time to cut their cables, to loofe 
their fore-top-fails, which were 
kept bent for this purpofe, and to 
run their thips on fhore, and fet 
them on fire, as the Romney dropt 
anchor ; but our boats boarded them 
fo quickly, and our people behaved 
fo gallantly, that the flames in all 
of them were foon extinguifhed, 
except in the Middleburg ; the 
burnt with incredible fury, and, 
becomine light as fhe confumed, 
fhe got a-float when her malts cum- 
bled, and had nearly drifted on 
board two of the other prizes: 
however, by an exertion of the 
boats of the fquadron, fhe was 
towed off, Rern foremoft, in which 
the weneral in perfon afiiited. The 
boats had not left the Middleburg 
ten minutes when fhe.blew up clofe 
by the fouth point of Hotties Bay. 
At this time alfo a boat was fcen 
rowing toourthip, illedwith people 
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in the eaftern garb, makin 
ble fins of fubmtifion ; they _ 
ed to be the kings of Ternate ang 
Tidore, with the princes of their 
refpective families, whom the Dutch 
Kaft India company had lon Con. 
fined on Ifle Robin, with different 
malefactors, but had lately removed 
them from that ifland to Saldanha, 
Before midnight we had por all 
the prizes afloat, and next day we 
got them rigged and ready for fea, 
having got the principal {ails from 
the hooker, which lay concealed 


‘under Schapin Ifland, where the 


fails had been lodged, in hopes we 
never fhould have difcovered them, 
This hooker had been feized by 
the Rattlefnake in furprize, accord. 
ing tomy order in the difpofition 
of attack. 
The names of the prizes are: 
Guat, Tens, 


The Dankbaarheyt, captain} | 
Stecticl, from Bengal, p34 

The Paerl, captain Plokkel, ]+ 
from China, — — ad 

The Hoocvop, captain Laud, 
from ditto, ” 

Thel loogearfpel, captain Har- }ro 108 
meyer, from ditto, 

The Middleburg, captain Van 
Geunip, which was bra 110 


cune alfo from China, 

There were alfo two large hook- 
ers, which I could not convenient 
ly bring away ; and, to avoid leav- 
ing any marks of barbarity towards 
a Rbetlement where our wants had 
been fo often relieved, I would not 
permit them to be burnt or de- 
itroved. 

16. Prague, Avg. 29. Ten days 
ago this city was vifited by the molt 
dreadful ftorm in the memory of 
the oldeft inhabitant.  Inceffant 
peals of thunder, accompanied by 
a heavy fhower of hail, occato 
very confiderable damage, foveral 
houfes having been confumed ) 
lightning, in different parts r 
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the country round 
laid under water by the 
rain, which lafted about five hours, 
deftroyed fix houfes, and carried 
off men, cattle, and three bridges ; 
and the water, being at laft drained 
off, above 200 dead bodies were 
found in and about the deitroyed 
gt ftorm, no lefs tremend- 
ous and deftructive, has laid waite 
feveral villages in Hungaria, efpe- 
cially that of Szeno Gratz, where 
above 80 houfes were deftroyed by 
ightning. : 
ai his morning the follow- 
ing malefaétors were conveyed from 
Newgate to Tyburn, and executed 
there purfuant to their fentence, 
viz. Elizabeth Hatchet, Jane Ful- 
ler, and Mary Bond, for highway 
robberies, in the firft cart; Henry 
Jones, John Bulkley, and Thomas 
Shenton, for highway robberies, in 
the fecond cart; Francis Waters, 
James, alias Mouldy Cloak, and 
John White, for highway robberies, 
in the third cart ; John Stewart, 
and Charles Atkins, for the like 
offence, in the fourth cart; and 
john Burrows, for colouring bafe 
metal, fo as to refemble fhillings 
and fix-pences, on a fledge; John 
Shepherd, for forgery, was indulg- 
ed with a mourning coach, and was 
reprieved jult as the executioner 
was about to tic the rope round his 
neck, 

23. Yefterday the feffions ended 
at the Old Bailey, when feven con- 
vitts received fentence of death. 

27. On Thurfday lat a very 
alarming fire broke out at Fal- 
mouth, by which 25 families were 
in a few hours reduced to the 
Breatelt diftrefs. It began in a 
lable, in which five horfes were 
burnt to death. 

49+ On the 22d init. the young 


about was 
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Dauphin of France was baptized 
by the name of Louis Jofeph Xa- 
vier Francois. The {ponfors were 
the emperor and the princefs of 
Piedmont, reprefented by the Count 
de Provence, and Madame Eliza- 
beth. 

31. Yefterday the commiffiion for 
holding the Admiralty feflions at 
the Old Bailey, was opened and 
read, and William Payne and Wil- 
liam Strange, were put upon their 
trial for piracy, being, as it was 
fuppofed, born in England, and 
found in arms againft their country ; 
and the fact being proved againtt 
Payne, he was found guilty, but 
Strange was acquitted for want'of 
evidence. — Bills were, the fame day, 
found againft Luke Ryan and John 
Coppinger, for the like offence, 
but their trials were put off. 

James Sweetman and Matthew 
Knight, were likewife tried for 
fighting againfttheir country. They 
picaded that they were compelled 
to enter, by the owners of a Dun- 
kirk privateer, to whom they were 
indebted for large fums of money. 
They were, however, both found 
guilty. 


NOVEMBER. 


3 Yefterday, fix prifoners were 
tried at the Admiralty Seflions in 
the Old Bailey ; George Hunter, 
late captain, and William Toownf- 
end, firft lieutenant of the Rover 
privateer, were tried for robbing 
the Victoria, ‘a Venetian merchant- 
hip, on the High Seas, about fe- 
venty leagues fromm Cape St. Vin- 
cent, of a confiderable quantity of 
goods. They were both acquitted : 
but were atterwards both tried for 
the murder of Girardo Silvettrini, 
the matter of the faid Venetian 
thip, who was killed by a fhot from 

tie 
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the privateer 2s the was making fail 
from them, after having been de- 
tained by the privateer for feveral 


hours. William Towntend was 
found guilty of the murder, and 
received fentence to be executed, 


and his body to be afterwards dif- 
fected. 

4. On the ift inft. an exprefs ar- 
rived from Briitol, with advice of 
the Vigilant packet, capt. Drake, 
being arrived there from Jamaica, 
which place the left the 6th of Sep- 
tember. She brings intelligence 
of the homeward-bound fleet fail- 
ing from Port-Royal on the zoth, 
2itt, and 22d of Auguft, in three 
divilions, under the convoy of the 
following ships: Princefs Royal of 
go guns ; Albion, Torbay, and Ra- 
milies, of 74; Ruby and Prince 
William, of 64; and Janus of 44 

uns, with feveral frigates. 

The above packet brings the fol- 
Jowing relation of another violent 
hurricane, which came on there on 
the firft of Auguit laft, from the 
fouthward, but foon after veered to 
different points of the compafls : 
before nine it increafed to a per- 
fe& hurricane, and continued to 
rage, with unabating fury, till near 
eleven, great part of the time blow- 
ing from the S. E. accompanied by 
a heavy and inceffant rain; nordid 
the fury of the itorm altogether fub- 
fide till about two o’clock in the 
morning. ‘The diitreffed tituation 
of the thipping in the harbour may 
be better conceived than defcribed; 
73 fail of veffels, including floops, 
ichooners, and thallops, were on 
fhore between Ruiffel’s hulks and 
the wharf of John Vernon, Efq. 
and co. and feveral others to the 
weitward of the town, but being 
moitly light vefiels, the greateit 
part of them cither have been, or 
will be got of, though not with- 
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out confiderable damage. The wa. 
ter in the harbour is fuppofed to 
have rifen between four and fiye 
feet perpendicular, the plankings 
of the wharfs, in general, bein 
torn up, and many heavy articles 
that were upon them entirely car. 
ried away ; of Meff. Law and Har. 
greave’s wharf, f{carcely the vefti 
remain. ‘The greateit part of the 
returned fleet being at Port-Royal, 
the account from thence is til] 
more deplorable ; two loaded thi 
being either funk or overfet, and 
24 run afhore between Salt-ponds 
and Mufquito point. 

Many houfes and piazzas in this 
town were blown down, and two 
negroes found drowned in the 
ftreets, in which torrents of water 
for feveral hours ran down with 
great rapidity. 

His majeity’s fhip Pelican was 
driven upon Morant key, and fup- 
pofed to be totally lott; the thip’s 
company, excepting four, were pro- 
videntially faved ; the parted with 
the Comet packet to the north- 
ward of the Navafia the preceding 
day. 

His majefty’s thip Southampton, 
after having had an engagement 
with a French frigate off Cape 
Francois, was, by the late ftorm, 
difmatted, and driven to Wreck 
Riff, to the leeward of Port Royal, 
where fhe now remains; the 
Vaughan, and feveral other vel- 
fels, are gone to her affiftance. 

The ftorm very unfortunately 
proves to have been general through- 
out the ifland, though not equally 
violent: inWeftmoreland,St. Ann’s, 
and St. Mary’s, the canes have re- 
ceived confiderable damage, and 
the plantane walks, which were 
expoted to the fouth-eaft, have 
almoft univerfally been blown down, 
from which it is evident the wied 
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with) the gee ONy from 
int of the: compats. 
Whitehall, Now. 6, 1781. 
Lieutenant-colonel Conway, who 
failed from New-York the 1f of 
lag month, in the Duke of Cum- 
berland packet, arrived at this of- 
fice on the evening of the 3d curt. 
with difpatches from Sir Henry 
Clinton, tosthe right honourable 
lord. George Germain, one’ of his 
majefty’s principal. fecretaries of 
fate, of which the following are 


extracts < wd 
Extra of a. Letter from Sir Hinry 

Clinton, to lord George Germain, 

dated New-York, September - 7, 

1781. 

Is my difpatch of the 2oth’ of 
Avguit, I had the honour to in- 
form your, lordfhip, that general 
Wafhington had fuddenly quitted 
hiscamp at White-Plains: I have 
now that of communicating to you 
his fubfequent movements. 

He ‘pafled the Groton on the 
igth ult, taking a ftation within a 
few miles of it. On the 23d and 
2gth, he croffed the north river, 
and, by the pofition: he took, feem- 
ed to threaten Staten Ifland, until 
the zgth, when he fuddenly moved 
towards the Delaware. At firit I 
judged this to be a feint ; but find- 
iag that he paffed that river with 
fome of his avant guard, and pub- 
lely talked of the Comte de 
Graffe’s being every moment ex- 
pected in the Chefapeak to co-upe- 
rate with him, I immediately en- 
ceavoured, both by land and wa- 
ter, to communicate my fufpicions 
to lord Cornwallis ; at the fame 
time afluring his lordhhip, that I 
would either reinforce him by e- 
very poflible means in my power, 
or make the beit diverfion 1 could 
in his favour. 

As rear-admiral Graves failed 
from hence with his own and Sir 
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Samuel Hood’s fquadron, the zit 
ult. in confequence of the intel- 
ligence received refpecting the 
Rhode Ifland fleet, as mentioned 
to your lordfhip in my laft difpatch ; 
and as lord Cornwallis, in his let- 
ters of the 31/t ult. and 2d curt. 
which I received on the 4th, and 
yelterday, informs me, that the 
Count de Grafle was in the Che- 
fapeak with a‘confiderable arma- 
ment, I am in hourly expectation 
of hearing that rear-admiral Graves 
has either intercepted Barras, or 
attacked the fleet in the bay, or 
perhaps both. In the mean time 
I have embarked 4000 troops, with 
which I fhall inttantly proceed my- 
felf to relieve lord Cornwallis, as 
foon as I know the paflage to him 
is Open. 

Extract of a Letter from Sir Henry 
Clinton, to lord George Germain, 
dated New-York, Sept, 26, 1781. 
The day after I had clofed my 

difpatch of the 12th curt. I re- 

ceived a letter from the admiral, 
dated the goth, to inform me that 
the enemy being abfolutely mailers 
of the navigation of the Chefa- 
peak, there was little probability 
of any thing getting into York Ri- 
ver but by night, and an infinite 
rifk to any fupplies fent by water ; 
at the fame time acquainting me, 
that he had on the ¢th a partial 
action with the French fleet of 24 
fail of the line, and that the two 
fleets had been in fight of each 
other ever fince ; which making it 
inexpedient to fend off the rein- 
forcement immediately, under fuch 
dangerous circumftances, I thought 
it right to call a council of the ge- 
neral officers on the fubje@, who 
unanimoufly concurred with me in 
opinion, that it was moft advife- 
able to wait until more favourable 
accounts from rear-admiral Graves, 
or the arsival of admiral Digby, 
ren- 
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rendering the failing of the reim- 
forement lefs hazardous: but our 
fleet AANIAS arrived at the Hook 
on. the sgth, a council of war, 
compofed of the flag and general 
officers, was aflembled as foon as 
poshble, the minutes of which will 
inform your lerdfhip that thé exer- 
tions of both feet and army thall 
be made to form a jundion with 
the fquadron-and army in Virginia. 
Rear-admiral Digby arrived off the 
Hook the 24th. 

19. On Saturday Jaft, William 
Townhhend, late lheutenant of the 
Rover privateer of Briflol, was ex- 
ecuted at Execution Dock for the 
wilful murder of capt. Giralmo 
Silveftini, of the Victoria, a Ve- 
netian fhip, by ordering a gun to 
be fired into the veffel, which kill- 
edthe captain. He acknowledged 
the gun to be fired by his oraer, 
but without the leaft intention to 
kill any body. He behaved: with 
great penitence. 

_Hagne, Now. 24. The enrpe- 
ror’s accellion to the armed neutra- 
lity was figned at Peterfburgh the 
2th of Ottober by the minitter 
plenipotentiary of his imperial and 
royal apoftolic majetty. 


DECEMBER. 


4. This day William Payne, 
James Sweetman, and Matthew 
Kright, were caried in a cart from 
Newgate, and hanged at Execu- 
vion-Dock, for robberies and pira- 
cies consmatted by them on the high 
fons, 

St. Famtes’s; Dec. 4. By letters 
from the hon. lieutenant-general 
Murray, dated St. Philip’s Caftle, 
the 12th and 13th of November, 
information is received, that the 
duke de Crillon took poft at Cape 
Mole in {uch a manner as to put it 
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in the power of the garrifon to 
chace him from thence: and aj. 
oa—— his whole army advanced to 
di 


ge the troops, they were able 
to maintain their ground; and 


when the enemy faw their difpoh. 
tion, they were contented not to 
attack them, fo that they retired 
uietly into the fort, with 100 pri. 
oners, including a lieatenant:co. 
lonel, three captains, and five 
fubaltern officers, having fuffered 
no other lofs than one man killed 
upon the fpot, and two whoare fince 
dead of their wounds ;—that the 
enemy opened their mortar batte. 
ries on the 11thof Novembet, and 
on the 13th had not damaged a 
fingle article, one earriage of a fix 
pounder excepted :—that the ene. 
my’s powder magazine, behind 
‘Turk’s Mount, had been blown up 
by one of the thells from the cattle, 
by which the mortar battery of the 
enemy was ed 3. and it was 
prefumed, that their lofs of men 
muft be confiderable, as a great 
many were blown up, and a great 
number of fhells burft at the fame 
time: and that the artillery of the 
cattle, which is excellent, had 
fome time before funk, at the quay 
of George-Town a veflel laden 
with ammunition and ftores for the 
enemy’s batteries, which moftbea 
great lofs and retardment to them. 
r1. Yefterday the feffions at the 
Old Bailey, which began on Wed- 
nefday the sth, ended, when Geo, 
Townthend, for horfe-ftealing; 
Hannah Brown; for robbing the 


houfe where fhe was fervant, of 


laces and other effeéts to a confide- 
rable amount ; and Charles Pratt, 
for a highway robbery, received 
fentence of death. Att this feffions 
Mr. William. Moore was tried 

publifhing a wey ape 
inti * Engian 

ry paper, intitule 300d," 
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and recommending 2 cer~ 
thortly to be | rats 

‘ The Thunderer,’. 
‘ag to inflame his majefty’s 
rer againit the peace and good 
ernment of the kingdom, and 
Fiiperfed on the memorable night 
of the 6th of June, when the rio- 
ters were proceeding to deltroy the 


en of Newgate, and fined ss. and 


Blood,” 
tin paper then 
ed, intieled 


ed, to faffer twelve months 
imprifonment in Newgate. 

19. Yelterday difpatches arrived 
from rear-admiral Kempenfelt, in- 
forming the lords of the admiralty, 
thathe had met with a large French 
fleet, confitting of nineteeen fhips 
of the line, befides frigates, and 
having a number of vefiels, laden 
with troops and ftores, under their 
convoy, on the 12th of December, 
Uthant then bearing north 61 caf, 
diftant 35 leagues. The Englith 
fleet, confilting only of 12 fail of 
the line and fome frigates, admiral 
Kempeafelt did not think it ad- 
vileable to hazard an action, but 
took fourteen of the French tranf- 
ports, laden with artillery and 
ordnance ftores, and which had on 
board upwards of 1000 troops. 

Bafl-India Houfe, Dec. 17. 

Yeherday the following advices 
Were received over land from the 
Rak-Indies : 
batrad of alerter from the chicf and 

fatiors at d 1 Me a, to the Court of 

DireSors of the Eaj)-India Come 

pany, dated the 6th of ag. 

1781. 

“* This morning the Star Cruifer, 
from Bombay, having called here 
on her way to Bafforah, we embrace 

© Opportunity of communicating 
© your honours the pleafing intei- 
gence of Sir Eyre Coote having 
catirely defeated the army of Hy- 
Ser Alt Cawn, in a-general en- 
$*g¢ment betwees Porto Novo aud 
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Mooteapollam, on the 1 day of 
la& month, the particulars of which 
your honours will be fully inform- 
ed of ‘by the accompanying extract 
of a letter from Sir Eyre Coore, to 
colonel Braithwaite, at Tanjore, 
dated the 6th ult. 


Ewtratt of a letter from Sir Eyre Coote, 
to colonel Braithwaite, dated the 
6th of July, 1731, referred fo is 


the abowe Leiter. 


‘¢ The 3d curt. I had the plea- 
fure to acquaint you of the fuccefs 
of our little army in a general ac- 
tion on the if cart. with Hyder 
Ali, between -Porto Novo and 
Mooteapollam: it lafted eight 
hours, and was a hard fought day 
on both fides. The cnemy’s farce 
coniiited of twenty-five battalions 
of infantry, 400 Karopeans, fram 
4o to 59,000 horfe, and above 
100,,00 matchlock men, Péons, 
amd Polygurs, with 47 pieces: of 
cannon,.well ferved. Our tecond 
line having occupied feme heights, 
by which our rear was fecured, | 
advanced with the firft towards the 
encmy’s guns, many of which, had 
we had a body of cavalry, mutt 
have fallen into our hands. ‘They 
made repeated attempts to force us 
with their horfe, and kept up a 
brik cannonade, which for a long 
time our heavy firecould not filence, 
Yielding at length tothe fleadinefs, 
{fpirit, and bravery of our compa. 
ratively {mall number of troops, 
they retreated precipitately, ‘and 
left us matters of the feld. Meer 
Saib received a mortal wound ; and 
among 4000 killed are many of 
the principal officers. On our fide 
we loft very few officers, and only 
three or four hundred killed and 
wounded. You wiil be pleafed to 
communicate this fortunate event 
to al! the fouthera garrisons.” 
Estrada 
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Extra@ of a letter from the Sele& 
Committee at Bombay, dated ‘Ju- 
ly 28, 1781. 

‘© We have given orders for dif- 
poflefling the Dutch of their facto- 
ries at Broach in Surat. We have 
had advice of the latter being ef- 
feéted, and have reafon to believe 
a confiderable property will be 
found belonging to the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company, which fhall be 
fecured for the benefit of the Eng- 
lith Eaft-India Company.” 

Whitchall, December 18, 1781. 

Extra® of a letter from Sir Henry 
Clinton to the right hon. lord Geo. 
Germain, one of his majcfty’s prin- 
cipal fecvetaries of fate ; received, 
on the t6th inflant, by lord Dal- 
rymple, who arrived in the Swallow 
packet, which left New-York the 
17th of November. 

New-York, Nov. 13, 1781. 
My Lord, 

In my lait difpatch I had the 
honour to acquaint your lordthip 
with my fears re{pecting the fate of 
the army in Virginia. 

It now gives me the deepeft con- 
cern to intorm you that they were 
too well founded, as your lordthip 
will perceive by lord Cornwallis’s 
letter to me of the 2oth ult. a copy 
of which, and the papers accom- 
panying it, being inclofed for your 
information. 

Had it been poflible for the fleet 
to have failed from hence at the 
time it was firil imagined they 
would have been able to do, I have 
not the leait doubt that lord Corn- 
wallis would have been relieved, 
by the joint exertions of the navy 
and army ; and I therefore cannot 
fuliiciently lament that they could 
not have been made fooner. 

Your lordihip will be informed 
by lord Cornwallis’s letter tome (a 
copy of which accompanies the 
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difpatch) of the force that was 
fed to his‘ lordthip in Virginia, 
efides which, by rebel accounts, 
which I have the honour to inclofe 
for your lordthip’s information 
general Greene a (till to have 
an army acting in that quarter ; 
and there are at this inftant above 
30cO continental troops at Weft. 
Point and its vicinity. 

My difpatches will be delivered 
to your lordthip by lord Dalrymple: 
and I cannot part with his lordhhi 
without teltifying to you the high 
opinion I have of his merit, and 
my entire approbation of his con. 
duct fince he has been on this fer. 
vice, acting as one of my aids-de. 
camp, having always {hewn the 
greateft attention to me, and high- 
ly diltinguifhed his {pirit by atten- 
ding asa volunteer upon every ex. 
pedition and excurfion which have 
taken piace fince his being here, 
Copy of a letter from lieutenant-gene 

ral carl Cornevallis, to Sir Benry 

Clinton, dated York-Town, ia 

Virginia, O€=f, 20, 1781. 

SIR, 

I have the mortification to in- 
form your excellency, that I have 
been forced to give up the pofts of 
York and Glouceiter, and to far- 
render the troops under my com 
mand, by capitulation, on the 
1gth, as prifoners of war, to the 
combined forces of America and 
France. 

I never faw this poft in a very 
favourable light; but when I found 
I was to be attacked in it, in fo 
unprepared a itate, by fo powertul 
an army and artillery, nothing but 
the hopes of relicf would have im 
duced me to attempt its defence: 
for I would either have endeavour 
ed to efcape to New-York, by rapid 
marches, from the Gloucetter fide, 


immediately on the arrival of ge 
ner 











1781] oc s¢ 
neral Wathington’s troops at Wil- 
jamfburgh, or I would, notwith- 
fanding the difparity of numbers, 
have attacked them in the open 
feld, where it might have been 
jet poliible, that fortune would 
bave favoured the gallantry of the 
handful of troops under my com- 
mand: but being affured by your 
excellency’s letters, that every pof- 
fble means would be tried by the 
and army to relieve us, I 
could not think myielf at liberty to 
venture on either of thofe defpe- 
rate attempts: therefore, after re- 
maining two days in a ftrong pofi- 
tion in front of this place, in hopes 
of being attacked, upon obferving 
that the enemy were taking mea- 
fures which could not fail of turn- 
ing my left flank in a thort time, 
and receiving on the fecond evening 
ur letter of the 24th of Septem- 
“= informing me that the relief 
would fail about the sth of Octo- 
ber, I withdrew within the works 
on the night of the 29th of Sep- 
tember, hoping by the labour and 
firmnels of the foldiers, to protract 
the defence until you could arrive. 

Every thing was to be expecied 
from the {pirit of the troops, but 
every difadvantage attended their 
labour, as the works were to be 
continued under the enemy’s fire, 
and our ftuck of intrenching tools, 
which did not much exceed 400, 
when we began to work in the lat- 
terend of Auguit, was now much 
diminifhed, 

_The enemy broke ground on the 
might of the 30th, and conftructed, 
on that night and the two follow- 
ing days and nights, two redoubts, 
which, with fome works that had 

“onged to our outward pofition, 
Occupied a gorge between two 
creeks or ravines, which come from 


the river on cach fide of the town. 
i781, 
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On the night of the 6th of OSto- 
ber they made their firtt parallel, 
extending from its right on the 
river, to a deep ravine on the left, 
nearly oppolite to the center of 
this place, and embracing” our 
whole left, at the diltance of 600 
yards. Having perfected this pa- 
rallel, their batteries opened on the 
evening of the gth again our 
left, and other batteries fired at 
the fame time aguintta redoubt ad- 
vanced over the creek upon our 
right, and defended by about 120 
men of the 23d regiment, and ma- 
rines, who maintained that pott 
with uncommon gallantry. The 
fire continued inceilant from heavy 
cannon, and from mortars and 
howitzers, throwing fhells from 
eight to fixteen inches, until all 
our guns on the left were filenced, 
our works much damaged, and our 
lofs of men confiderable. On the 
night of the 11th they began their 
fecond parallel, about 300 yards 
nearer to us. The troops being 
much weakened by ficknefs, as well 
as by the fire of the befiegers, and 
obferving that the enemy had not 
only fecured their flanks, but pro- 
ceeded in every refpect with the ut- 
mott regularity and caution, | 
could not venture fo large forties as 
to hope from them any confidera- 
bie effect; but otherwife I did eve- 
ry thing in my power to interrupt 
this work, by opening new embra- 

fures for guns, and keeping upa 

conitant fire with all the howitzers 
and {mall mortars that we could 

man. On the evening of the 14th 

they affaulted and carried two re- 

doubts that had been advanced 

about 300 yards, for the purpofe 

of delaying their approaches, and 

covering our left flank, and, du- 

ring the night, included them 

in their fecond parallel, on which 

(G) they 
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they continsed to work with 
the utmolt exertion. Being per- 
feaily fenfib'e that our works could 
not ftand many hours after the 
opening of the batteries of that 
parallel, we not only continued a 
conttant fire with all our mortars, 
and every gun thatcould be brought 
to bear upon it, but a little before 
day-break on the morning of tic 
16th, I ordered a fortie of about 
gso men under the direétion of 
licutenant-colonel Abercromby, to 
attack two batteries which appear- 
ed to be in the greatelt forwardnefs, 
and to fpike the guns. A detach- 
ment of guards with the 8oth coin- 
pany of grenadiers, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Lake, 
attacked the one; and one of 
light infantry, under the command 
of majer Armftrong, attacked the 
Other ; and both fucceeded, by 
forcing the redoubts that covered 
them, fpiking 1: guns, and kill- 
ing or wounding about 1co of the 
French troops who had the guard 
of that part of the trenches, and 
with little lofs on cur fide. "This 
action, though extremely honoura- 
ble to the officers and ‘foldicrs who 
executed it, proved of little pub- 
lic advantage; for the cannon hav- 
ing been ipsked in a hurry, were 
foon rendered fit for fervice again, 
and before dark the whole parallel 
and batteries appeared to be near- 
ly complete. At this time -we 
knew that there was no part of the 
whole front attacked, in which we 
could thew a fingle gun, and oar 
fhells were nearly expended. I 
had therefore only to chute between 
preparing to furrender nextday, or 
endeavouring to get of with the 
Sreatel part of the troops ; and I 
determined to attempt the latter, 
reflecting that though it thou'd 
prove uniucceisful ig its immedie 


[ December, 


ate object, it might at leat delay the 
enemy in the profecution of far. 
ther enterprizes. Sixteen large 
boats were prepared, and y 

other pretexts were ordered to 
be in readinefs to receive tr 

percilely at ten o’clock : with thefe 
I hoped to pafs the infantry during 
the night, abandoning our bag. 
gage, and leaving a detachment to 
capitulate for the town’s people and 
for the fick and wounded ; on which 
fubject a letter was ready to he de- 
livered to general Wathington. 
After making my arrangements 
with the utmoft fecrecy, the light 
infantry, the greateft part of the 
guards, and part of the 23d regi- 
ment, embarked at the hour ap- 
pointed, and mott of them landed 
at Gloucefter ; but at this critical 
moment, the weather, from being 
moderate and calm, changed toa 
molt violent ftorm of wind and 
rain, and drove all the boats, fome 
of which had troops on board, 
down the river. It was foon evi- 
dent that the intended paffage was 
impracticable, and the abfence of 
the boats rendered it equally im- 
pofiible to bring back the troops 
that had pafied, which J had order- 
el about two o’clock in the morn- 
ing. In this firuation, with my 
lictle force divided, the enemy’: 
batteries opened at day-break. The 
paiiage between this place and 
Gloucefter was much expofed ; but 
the boats having now returned, 
they were ordered to bring back 
the troops that had pafled during 
the night, and they joined’us in the 
forenoon without much lofs, Our 
works in the mean time were going 
to ruin; and not having been abse 
to ftrengthen them by abbatis, nor 
in any other manner than by 8 
flight fraizing, which the enemys 


artillery were demolifing waerever 


they 
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they fired, my opinion entirely 
coincided with thatof the engineer 
and principal officers of the army, 
that they were in many parts very 
afailable in the forenoon, and 
that by the continuance of the fame 
fre fora few hours longer, they 
would be in fuch a ftate as to ren- 
der it defperate, with our numbers, 
to attempt to maintainthem. We 
at that time could not fire a fingle 
gun; only one eightinch, and lit- 
tle more than one liundred cohorn 
fhells remained: a diverfion by 
the French fhips of war, that lay at 
the mouth of North River, was to 
be expected ; our numbers had 
been diminifhed by the enemy’s 
ire, but particularly by ficknets ; 
and the itrength and fpirits of 
thofe in the works were much ex- 
hauited by the fatigue of conftant 
watching and unremitting duty. 
Under all thefe circumitances, | 
thought it would have been wanton 
and inhuman to the lait devree to 
facritce the lives of this fmall bo- 
dy of gallant foldiers, who had 
ever behaved with fo much fidelity 
nd courage, by expoling them to 
nailault, which from the numbers 
and precautions of the enemy, 
could not failto facceed. I there- 
lore propofed to capitulate; and I 
have the honour to inclofe to your 
txcellency the copy of the corref. 
pondeace between general Wath- 
ington and me on that fubject, and 
the terms of capitulation agreed 
upon. I tincerely lament that bet- 
_ could not be obtained; bat I 
fave negieCted nothing to alleviate 
the Misfortunes and diitrefs of both 
OMcers and foldiers. The men are 
well cloathed and provided with 
neceffaries, and | trait will be re- 
gularly lupplied, by the means of 
twe Olicers that are permitied to 
femain withthem. The treatment 


7 
" 
Lay 


o> ¢cd¢dewBwBRRaean ec sé 





S. (99) 
in general that we have received 
from the enemy, fince our furren- 
der, has been perfe&tly good and 
proper; but the kindnefs and at- 
tention that has been fhewn to us 
by the French officers in particular, 
their delicate fenfibility of our 
fituation, their generous and pref- 
fing offers of money, both public 
and private, to any amount, has 
really gone beyond what [ can pof- 
fibly deicribe, and will, I hope, 
make an impreflion on the breaft 
of every Britifh officer, whenever 
the fortune of war thall put any of 
them into our power. 

Although the event has been fo 
unfortunate, the patience of the 
foldiers in bearing the greateft fa- 
tigues, and their firmnefs and in- 
trepidity under a perfeverin? fire 
of thot and thells that I believe has 
not often beemexceeded, deferved 
the higheit commendation and 
praife, 

A fuceefsful defence, however, in 
our fituation was perhaps, impofli- 
ble ; for the place could ‘only be 
reckoned an entrenched canip, fub- 
ject in mot piaces to enfilade, and 
the ground in general fo difadvan- 
tarcous that nothing but the nee 
cellity of tortifying it as a poft to 
protect ihe navy could have induced 
any perfon to erect works upon it: 
our torce diminifhed daily by fick- 
nefs, and other loffes, and was re- 
duced, when we offered to capfta- 
late, on this fide, to little more 
than 3,200 rankand file fit for da- 
ty, including officers, fervants and 
artificers; and at Gloucetter about 
Goo, including cavalry. The ene- 
my’s army co. liiled of upwards of 
8o0oo French, nearly as many con- 
tinentals, and s0co militia. They 
brought an immenfe train of hea- 
vy artillery, moft amply furnithed 

vith ammunition,and perfe&tly well 
(G 2) 
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manned. The conftant and uni- 
verfal chearfulnefs and fpiritof the 
officers, in all hardihip and danger, 
deferve my warmelt acknowledg- 
ments; and I have been particu- 
lariy indebted to brigadier-general 
O'Hara and to leutenant-colonel 
Abercromby, the former command- 
ing on the right, and the latter on 
the left, for their attention and 
exertion on every occafion. The 
detachment of the 23d regiment 
and marines,’in the redoubt on the 
right, commanded by captain Ap- 
thorpe, and the fubfequent detach- 
ments commanded by lJieutenant- 
colonel] Johnfon, deferve particular 
commendation. Capt. Rochfort, 
who commanded the artillery, and 


indeed every officer and foldier of 


that diftinguithed corps, and lieu- 
tenant Sutherland, the command- 
ing engincer, have merited, in 
every refpect, my higheft approba- 
tion; and I cannot fufliciently ac- 
knowledge my obligations to capt. 
Symonds, who commanded his 
majefty'’s flips, and to the other 
officers and feamen of the navy, 
for their zealous and active co-ope- 
ration. 

J tranfmit returns of our killed 
and wounded: the lofs of feamen 
and town’s people was hkewife con- 
fiderable. 

I truft that your Excellency will 

sleafe to hatten the return of the 
rset atter landing her pailen- 
gers, in compliance with the arm- 
cle of capitulation. 

Licutenat-colonel Abercromby 
will have the honourto deliver this 
difpate h, and is well qualified to 
explain to your excellency every 
particular relating to our paft and 
pietent lituation. 

Ll have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed CORNWALLIS. 


| December, 
J otal of the killed, wounded, and 


miffing of the following corps 

from the 2° th of September to the 

10th of Odlober, i731. 

2 Captains, 4 lieutenants, 13 fer. 
jeants, 4 drummers, 133 rank 
and file killed. — 5 Licutenants, 
1 Enfign, 24 ferjeants, 4: dram. 
mers, 285 rank and file, wound. 
ed.—1 major, 1 captain, t fub. 
altern, 3 ferjeants, 63 rankand 
file, miffing. 

Officers killed and wounded, 

Hon. major Cochrane, aétin 
aid de camp to lord Cornwallis, 
killed. 

Light infantry. —— Lieutenant 
Campbell, 74th company, killed, 
Lieut. Lyiter, 63d ditto, wound. 
ed, fince dead. Lieut. Dunn, 
63d ditto, wounded, fince dead. 
Lieut. Lightburne, 37th ditt, 
wounded. 

sd Regiment.—Lieuts. Mair 
and Guyon killed. 

33d Regiment. Captain Kerr 
killed; lieut. Curfon, wounded 

7.it Repimeat.—Lieut. Frafer 
killed. 

76th Regiment.— Lieut. Robert. 
fon wounded, 

Captain Rall killed. IK nen 
prangenbere wounded. Commi 
fary Perkins killed. 

(Sioned) 

J. DESPARD, dep. adj. gen. 

Letters from gencral blot, go- 
vernor of Gibraltar, dated Nov. 

8. and reccived Dec. 27, advile, 
em and delirey 


c 
a’ 


that an attempt to i! 
the whole of tne enemy's advan- 
ced works, which were arrived at 
the higheit fate of perfection after 
immenfe labour and « xpence, ap- 
pearing probable, 1c was judged 
expedient to carry the jaime ime 
immediate execution. A confide- 


rable detachment wa 


s according! 
tormes 
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formed in three columns, and 


marched from the garriion upon the 
ferting of the moon, at three 
clos in the morning on the 27th. 

The columns were feverally compo- 

fed of an advanced corps, a body 

of pioneers, artillery men carrying 

combuitibles, and a fuftaining 

corps, with a referve 1 the rear. 

The pioncers of the left column 

were fcamcn. ; : 

The vigorous eflorts of his ma- 
jelty’s troops on every part of the 
exterior front were irrefiitible ; and 
the enemy, after a f{cattering fire 
of fhort duration, gave way on all 
fides, and abandoned their ftupen- 
dous works with great precipita- 
tion. The pioneers and artillerifts 
made wonderful exertions, and 
fpread their fre with fuch amazing 
rapidity, that in half an hour two 
mortar batteries of ten thirteen- 
inch mortars, and three batteries of 
fix guns each, with all the lines of 
approach, communication, traverfe, 
kc. were in flames, and are redu- 
ced to afhes. ‘The mortars and 
cannon were {piked, and their beds, 
carriages, and platforms dettroyed. 
Their magazines blew up, one 
after another, as the fire approach. 
edthem. 

The enemy, feeing all oppofiti- 
on to be ineftectual, offered no other 
reliance than an ill-direled fire of 
round and grape fhop from the forts 
of St. Barbara and St. Philipe, and 
the batterie on the lines, and re- 
mained in their camp {pettators of 
the conflagration. 

The whole detachment was in 
the garrifon again by five o'clock, 
jut before break of day, and the 
lofs which they had fuftained in this 
fpirited and fucce(sful exertion 
rs the enemy was very incon- 

ucTay le. 
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BIRTHS for the Year 1781. 


Jan. 14. The lady of fir J. Tho- 
rold, bart. was brought to bed of a 
fon, 

The queen of France, of a 
dauphin. 

31. The lady of the right hon. 
the carl of Traquair, of a fon and 
heir. 

Feb. 22. The lady of William 
Praed, efg; of twins. 

26. The lady of lord Carlow, of 
the kingdom of Ireland, of a fon. 

March 6. The lady of fir And. 
Hammond, of a daughter, 

Aprilg. Lady Abingdon, of a fon 
and heir. 

3» Lady Hope, of a’ fon, at 
Pinky-houte, Scotland, 

May — The confort of the arch- 
duke Ferdinand, of a fon, at Mi- 
lan. 

The lady of fir Edward Aftley, 
of a fon. 

‘July 12. 
daughter. 

Auguft 4. The lady of the right 
hon. tir Richard Worfley, bart. of 
a daughter. 

5. Ihe lady of the earl of Rad- 
nor, of a fon. 

22. The lady of lord Stormont, 
of a fon. . 

Sept. 22. Lady Bagot, of a fon. 

Od. — The lady of lord Wey- 
mouth, of a daughter. 

Lady Paget, of a daughter, 

The lady of fir Harbord Har- 
bord, bart. of a fon, 

Nov. 26. Countefs of Harring- 
ton, of a fon. 

Dec. 8. Countefs of Shelburne, 
of a daughter. 

10. Lady Grantham, of a fon 
and heir. 

25. Countefs of Percy, of a 
daughter. 
(G 3) 


Lady Cadogan, of a 


Countcls 















Countefs of Carlille, of a fon, 
at Dublin-Caitle. 





— 


MARRIAGES for the year 1781. 


Jan. 17. Thetrev. Dr. Jofiah 
Tucher, dean of Glouceller, to 
Mrs. Crowe, of Gloucefter. 

25. Sir Jas. Hereford, of Sufton- 
Court, co. Hereford, to Mrs. Fra. 
Hopton, of Worceller. 

31. At Lambeth-chapel, Geo. 
Ward, efg; nephew of general 
Ward, and captain in lord Am- 
herit’s troop of horle-grenadier 

uards, to Mifs Madan, daughter 
of the rev Dr. Madan and niece 
of earl Cornwallis. 

According to the Jewith rites and 
cuftoms, Wolf Joteph, efq; an 
eminent Jew merchant, of George- 
ftreet, to Mils Hannah Turk, 
daughter of Maac Turk, efg. On 
this occafion above 4 © invitation 
cards were fevnt for dinner, and 
more than 50 Carriages aitended 
to the iynagovue. 

In Dublin, the right hon. the 
earl of Lanefborough, to Mids La- 
touche. 

March 6. The hon lord Al- 


thorpe, fon of carl Spencer, to 
Milfs Bingham, daughter of lord 
Lucan. 

Sir Thomas Jones, knt. to Mifs 
Fitzgerald, daughicr of lady Fitz- 
gerald, 

10. Lord hon to Milfs Gren- 
Atle deuc) 


Ville, Gaugnter to the right hon. 


"a 


George Grenville, and tilterto the 
prefent earl Temp!e. 

John Warde, fq; of Squirries, 
ja Kent, tothe hon. Mif. Grim- 
fton, fiiter to the right hon. Jord 
vifcount Grimifton. © 

27. At Canterbury, the rey 
Richard Sandys, vicar of Reculyer 
go the right hon, lady F; 


+* 
ipa ’ 
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cia Aflong, relict of William ag. 


long, efg. and youngett fifter ¢ 
earl of Tankerville. = 


April 7. Major Arch, Erfzine, to 
Mrs. Ogilvy, widow of the late 
Charles Ogilvy, efq; and niece to 
the ear] of Lauderdale. 

g- The Rev. Dr. Richardfop 
one of the minor canons of Dy. 
ham Cathedral, to mifs Eden 
youngeft filter to fir John Edea, 
bart. 

o. Andrew Drummond, ef. 
to lady Mary Percival, eldeiidaugh 
ter of lady Egmont. 

2. Captain Rodney, of the 
guards, fon of fir G. B. Rodney, 
to Mifs Harley, daughter of the 
right hon. Thomas Harley, 

The Rev. Mr. Waddilove, refi. 
dentiary of Ripon, and reéor of 
Cherry Burton, Yorkshire, to Mifs 
Hope Grant, filter to fir James 
Grant, bart. ' 


May 19. John Edward Mad- 
docks, efq; to Mifs Francis Per. 
ryn, youngei daughter of Mr. bas 
ron Perryn. 

20 ! he right hon. lord Audley, 
to Milfs Delaval. 

zz. Mr. Croft, fon of Richard 
Crott, efg; of Pall-Mall, to Miis 
Smythfon, daughter of fir J. Smyth- 
fon, bart. 

26. John Henderfon, efq; M.P. 
fon of fir Robert Henderfoa, bart. 
to Mifs Robertfon, daughter of 
general Robertion, governor a 
ivew-York, 

June z. Rev. Henry Jenkin, rec- 
tor of Ufford, co. Northampton, 
to the hon. Mifs Aug Evelyn. 

1g. John Tarner, Efg; younger 
fon of the late fir Edward Jurner, 
bart. to Mits Dryden, niece of tae 
late Gr John Dryden, bart. 

16. John Vaughan, efg; knight 
of the thie for the co. Caermar- 
; 
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then, to Mifs Maude, daughter of 
r Cornwallis Maude, bart. 

The hon. captain Shirley, fon of 
lord Ferrers, to Mifs Ward, niece 
to lord vifcount Dudley. 

23. Arthur Knox, efq; to lady 
Mary Brabazon, eldelt daughter of 
the earl of Meath. 

Fulv 12. William Lowther, efg; 
elded fon of fir William Lowther, 
bart. of Swillington, in Yerkthire, 
to lady Auguita Fane, daughter of 
the late earl of Weltimoreland, 

13. James Croxton, elg; of 
Cheitter, to Mifs Emma Warbur- 
ton, younget filter of ur Peter 
Warborton, of Ariey, bart. 

Thomas Bond, efg; of Wimble- 
don, Surrey, to Miis Bewicke, 
daughter of the late fir Robert Be- 
wicke. 

fuy 25- Sir George Collier, 
bart. to Milfs Fryer, daughter of 
William Fryer, efg; and nicce to 
Mr. Baring. 

27. The non. Horatio Walpole, 
eldeit fon of lord Walpole, to Milfs 
Churchill, daughter of Cuaries 
Churchill, efg; of Grofvener- 
Sreet. 

lug. 11. Strickland Freeman, 
efg; ion of John Freeman, Eig; of 
Chute Lodge, to Milfs Strickland, 
daughter of fir George Strickland, 
bart. of Boynton, inthe co. York. 


5. Sir Peter Warburion, bart. 
\ 44° 1 : 
to Miifs Alice Parker, fecon 


Gaughter of the Rev. Mr. P 


27. The hon. Geo. Napier, to 
we right hon. lady Sarah Lenoy. 

28. dsignor Zucchi, to Mrs. An- 
gelica Kaufinan, the celebrated 
paintrels, 
_ Sept. — Sir Fofter Cunliffe, of 
Saighton, bart. to Mifs Harriot 
Kinloch, daughter of fir David 
Kinloch, of Gilmerton, bart. 
O.8. 3. The hon Henry Neville, 
elaett fon of the right hon. George, 
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lord Abergavenny, to Mifs Robin- 
fon, only daughter of John Robin- 
fonof Sion Hill, in the co. Mid- 
dlefex, efq; 

8. Mr. George Burfey, of Ba- 
finghall-freet, attorney-at-law, to 
Mifs Bewicke, of Boxley-Abbey, 
daughter of the late fir Robert 
Bewicke, of Clofehoufe, in the 
co. Northumberland. 

12. Sir Frederick Reynolds, kne, 
of Hatheld in Herfordthire, to Milfs 
Maria Townfhend, of Hatton Gar- 
den. 

14. AtAberdeen, Mr. William 
Lumfden, clerk of the fignet, to 
Mifs Anne Gordon, eldett daugh- 
ter of fir Alexander Gordon, of 
Leffmore, bart. 

18. Sir Jenkinfon Gordon, of 
Hertford-reet, to Mifs Hatton, of 
Northamptonthire. 

John Drew, efq; banker, at Chi- 
chefter, to lady Frankland, of that 
City. 

27- Col. Herbert, of illarney, 
in the kingdom of Ireland, to the 
hon. Mifs Satkville, fecond daugh- 
ter of lord George Cermain,. 

25. ‘Lhe hon. Mr. Irby, brother 
to lord Bollon, to Mifs Gladman, 
of Savilc-row. 

30. N. Vincent, efq; of Berk- 
ley-{quare, to Mifs Mary Clarges, 
fifter to fir ‘Thomas Clarges, bart. 
Lord vifcount ‘Turnour, fon of 
the earl of Winterton, to Mifs 
Chapman, daughter of Richard 
Chapman, efq; 

Nov. &. vice-admiral Doff, -of 
Logie, to Mrs. Morifon, of Nad- 
do, daughter of the lace general 
Abercromby. 

g- Sir Thomas Turner Slinghby, 
bart. to Mifs Mary Slingfby. 

Dec. 3. The right hon. the earl 
of Aylesford, to Mifs Louila 
Thyane, eldeft daughter of lord 
vifcount Weymouth, 

(G 4) In 
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In Ireland, Thomas Hoghes, 
efq; of Tipperary, to Miis Doro- 
thea Newenham, daughter of fir 
Edward Newenham, bart. 


ewe ae 


PROMOTIONS /2 the Year 1781. 





Yan. 9. John Macpherfon, efq 
to be one of the counfcllors of the 
governor general and council of 
the prefidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, vice Richard Barwell, efq: 

10, Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, 
promoted from being rear-adintral 
of the red, to be vice-admiral of 
the blue; and admiral Kempenfelt, 
year-admiral of the blue. 

20. Dr. Rickard Woodward, 
dean ‘of St, Macartin Clogher, to 
the bifhoprick of Cloyne. 

Rev. William Cecil Perry, M. A. 
dean of Derry, to the united 
bifhopricks of Killa'aand Achonry. 

William Dean Poyntz, efg. pay- 
miafer of the Britith forces in Ame- 
yica. 

John Bell, efq. under fecretary 
of {tate to the earl of Hillfborough 

Walter Farquharfon, efq. frit 
commiffioner of the office for fick 
and wounded feamen, and exchange 
of prifoners. 

Marquis of Graham, chancellor 
of the Univerfity of Glaigow. 

Captain Wallis, a commiffioner 
of the nav ys 

Henry Partridge, judge of the 
ifle of Ely. 

Herbert Lloyd, efg. his ma- 
jelty’s chamberlain and chancellor 


in the counties of Carmarthen, 


Pembroke, and Cardigan, and of 


the towns and boroughs of Car- 
marthen and Haverford Wet. 
Rev. Thomas Ireland, D. PD. to 
aprebend in the cathedral! church 
of Wells, vice Mr. 


Archdeac« n 
Walker, deceated. 


te 
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Rev. Dr. George Jubb, regiug 
profeffor of Hebrew, ‘and Canon of 
Chrift church, Oxford, «chancellor 
of the church of York, 

Feb. 17. ‘The dignity of a yif. 
court of the kingdom of Gréar 
Britain unto the right hon. Geo 
lord Edgecumbe, and his heips 
maie, by the name, ftile and title, 
of vifcount Mount Edgecumbe and 
Valletore. ; 

The rev. John Hallam, door 
in divinity, one of -his majeiy’y 
chaplains in ordinary, dean of the 
cachedral church of Briftol, vice 
Dr. Cutts Barton, deceafed. 

Montagu Burgoyne, efq. to be 
a commitlioner for victuailing his 
majeiiy’s navy, vice his father, Sir 
Roger Burgoyne, bart. deceafed, 

Captain Jchn Gore (the gentle. 
man who went out with captain 
Clerk in the Refolution man of 
war, on a voyage round the world, 
and on whom the command of the 
Refolution devolved on the death 
of Mr. Clerk) to be a captain in 
Greenwich hofpital. 

March 3. Ralph Heathcote, efq, 
to be his majetty’s minifler pleni- 
potentiary at the court of the 
elector of Cologne, in the room of 
George Creflengaer, efg. deceafed, 

William Browne, efq. to be go- 
vernor of the Bermuda or Summer 
iflands in America, in the room of 
J. G. Bruere, efy. deceated, 

24. The dignity of a baronet of 
the kingdom of Great Britain unto 
the following gentlemen, and their 
heirs, viz. Sir Robert Barker, knt. 
of Butbridge, in the county of 
Surry; Jofeph Banks, efq. of Re- 
velby-Abbey, in the county of Lin. 
coln; John Ingiiby, efq of Ripley, 
in the Welt-Kiding’of the county 
of Yorl:; Alexander Crauford, 
efq. of Kilburney, in Werth Bri- 
tain; Valentine Richarg Qum 

cid. 











U RR 
dair, county of Limerick, 
ts ose William Lewis André, 
clq- (captain in his majefty’s 26th 
of foot) of Southampton, coun- 
tyof Soutbampton ; Francis Sykes, 
of Bafildon, county of Berks; 

Coghill, efg. of Richings, 
county of Buckingham; and John 
Mofley. fq. of Ancoats, county of 

cafter. 

ipl 12, Thomas Shirley, efq. 
to be'captaln general and governor 
in chief of the Leeward Caribbee 
ifands in America, in the room of 
William Matthew Burt, efq. de- 
ceafed. 

The rev. Edward Emily, A. M. 
to be dean of Derry, vacant by the 
promotion of the right rev. Dr. 
William Perry to the bifhoprick of 
Killala. 

Admiral Marlow, to be rear-ad- 
miralof the white.—General Clarke 
to be lieutenant-governor of Que- 
becs—Admiral Sir Thomas Pye, 
lieatenant-general of the marines, 
in tae room of Sir Hugh Pallifer, 

May . The earl of Dalhoufie, to 
behis majeity’s high commiflioner to 
the general aflembly of the church 
of Scotland 

Rev. Dr. Hurd, bithop of Litch- 
feld and Coventry, to be clerk-of 
the clofet to his majelty, 

i2. Rev, father in God Bruwn- 
low North, bifhop of Worcelter, 
to be bithop of Winchefter, vice 
Dr. Thomas, deceafed. 

Lieutenant-colonel Mufgrave, of 
the goth reg. of foot, lieutenant- 
governor of Stirling-Caflle. 

Sir Chaloner Ogle, to be a rear- 
admiral of the blue. 

John Topham, efq, of Gray’s- 
nu, to be one of the deputy- 
keepers of the {tate papers, in the 
room of Sir Jofeph Aylofie, bart, 
deceafed. ‘ 

Jue. Therev. Dr, Richard 
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Hurd, bithop of Litchfield and Co- 
ventry, to the fee of Worceller, 

12. John Ingilby, of Ripley, in 
the Welt Riding of the county of 
York, raifed to the dignity of a 
baronet 

z6. The rev. Dr. Jofeph Mac 
Cormick, to be principal of the 
united college of St. Salvator and 
St. Leonard, in the Univerfity of 
St. Andrews, vacant by the death 
of the rev. Dr, Robert Watfon. 

July 21. Vhe right rev, father in 
God Dr. James Yorke, now bifhop 
of Glouceiter, to be. bithop of Ely, 
vice Dr. Edmund Keene, deceafed, 

The hon. James . Cornwallis, 
doctor. of laws, to be bithop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, vice Dr, 
Hurd, tranilated. 

The rev. George. Horne, D. D, 
to be dean of Canterbury, vice Dr, 
James Cornwallis 

_24. The rev. James Hallifax, 
LL. D. to the bihoprick of 
Gloucetter. 

31. David Stewart Montcrieffe, 
efg. to be one of the barons of his 
majeity’s court of Exchequer in 
Scotland, in the room of John 
Maule, «fq. deceafed 

Aug. 13. Theyking approved of 
the appointment of Sir Peter Bur- 
rell, kut. to exercife the office of 
lord great chamberlain of England, 
as deputy to the right hon. Prifcilla 
Barbara Elizabeth Baronets Wil- 
loughby of Erelby, and lady Geor- 
gina Charlotte Bertie, filters and 
cohews of his grace Robert, late 
D. of Ancatter and Kelteven, here- 
ditary lord great chamberlain of 

England, deceafed, 

Of, 20. Thomas Lock, efq, 
Lancatler Herald, appointed Norroy 
king of arms, and principal herald 
of the north parts of England, vice 
Peter Dore, ely. deceafed 

Nov. 6. Sir George Brydges 

Rodney, 
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Rodney, bart. and K. B. appoint- 
ed vice-admiral of Great Britain, 
and lieutenant of the Adiniralty 
thereof, and alfo lieutenant of the 
navies and feas of Great Britain, 
vice lord Hawke. 

George Darby, efq. rear-admiral 
of ‘Great Britain, &c. vice Sir 
George Brydges Rodney. 

Dec. 22. The rev. Richard Cuft, 
D. D. to the deanery of the ca- 
thedral church of Lincoln, void by 
the refignation of the right rev. 
and hon. Dr. James Yorke late 
dean thereof, now bithop of Ely.— 
The rev. William Hayward Ro- 
berts, D.D. to the provoithhip of 
the college of Eton, void by the 
death of the rev. Dr. Edward Bar- 
nard.——The right hon. Thomas 
lord Grantham, the right hon, 
William Eden, Andrew Stuart, 
edward Gibbon, and Hans Sloane, 
efqrs. Sir Adam Fergufon, bart. 
Anthony Storer, and John Chet- 
wynd ‘Talbot, efgrs to be his ma- 
jeity’s commiffioners for trade and 
plantations. ——~The right hon. 
Robert earl Nugent, the right hon. 
Charles Townfhend, and the right 
hon. Richard earl of Shannon, to 
be joint vice-treafurers of Ircland.— 
‘The right hon. Philip earl of 
Chetterfield to be lord lieutenant 
of the county of Bucks. 





DEATHS, 


ivSt. 
Jax. 1. Sir Thomas Stapleton, 
bart. of Gray's Court, in © xford. 
fhire. 

Right hon. Henrietta lady Foley. 

3. James Fofer, efg; one of the 
four king's ferjeants, and chief ju- 
ftice of the ifle of Ely. 

The rev. dr. Lloyd, chancellor 
of York, and portionit of Wad- 
defdon, Bucks. 
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Elizabeth, countefs of Athburn. 
ham. 

13. In Italy, the countefs dow. 
ager of Orford. 

15. ‘The queen dowager of Por. 
tugal and Alvarez. 

Lady Brydges, aunt to the duke 
of Chandos. 

29. Sir John Chapman, bart, 

Feb. 9. Lady Ranelagh. 

12. In Scotland, John earl of 
Hopton, aged 77. 

13. General fir Richard Pear. 
fon, knight of the Bath. 

is. ‘he lady of the right hon, 
lord Loughborough, lord chief ju. 
ftice of his majefty’s court of Com. 
mon Pleas. 

16 Sir John Major, bart. 

24. Edward Capel, efy. deputy 
infpeGor of plays. He devoted the 
laft 37 years of his life to the ftudy 
of Shakefpeare’s plays, of which he 
publithed an edition in the year 
i768. 

March 1. Prince Eugene of Def- 
fau, field-marfhal of the Saxon ar- 
my, in the 76th year of his age, 
at his palace at Deffau. 

+. Lord Polwarth, only fon of 
the earl of Marchmont, and fon-in- 
law to the earl of Hardwicke. Dy- 
ing without iflue, the Englifh ba 
rony of Hume, created in 1776, 18 
extinet. 

ts. Lady Mary Douglas, daugh- 
ter of William, firit earl of March. 

29. Sir John Gibfon, bart. 

April 3. The right hoa. Henry, 
earl Conyngham, vifcount Conyng> 
ham, and baron Mount Charles, 
of the kingdom of lreland, and al- 
fo a privy counfellor and lord heu- 
tenant of the county and city of 
Londonderrv, in that kingdom, 

~. Rev. Robert Watfon, D. D. 
principal of the univerhty of St. 
Andrews, author cf the Hiftory © 

Philip UL. 
, 3 §. Rt 
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g. Rt. hon. lady pehenSow: 

hter to the earl of Suilex. 
i rev. Richard Jago, M. A. 
vicar of Snitterfield, Warwickthire ; 
he was the intimate friend and cor- 
refpondent of Mr. Shenftone, con- 
temporary with him at Oxford, and 
author of feveral poems. 

it. Lady Mary Carr, fitter of 

arlington. 
va cen. hon. William Crobbie, 
ear! of Glandore, vifcount Crotbie, 
of Ardfert, and baron of Branden, 

16. Sir Joeph Copley, bart. of 
Sprotbrough, in che county of York. 

Admiral ‘Vhomas Lynn. 

18. Lady Margaret Dalziel, only 
daughter of the late earl of Carn- 
warth. 

19. Sir Jofeph Ayloffe, bart vice- 
prefident of the Society of Anti- 
quaries, and F.R.S. a gentleman 
eminent for his fkill in Englith an- 
tiguities. 

21. The right hon. the countefs 
of Wandesford. 

28. At Bath, the right hon. lady 
Lucy Sherrard, lifter of the carl of 
Harborough. 

29. At Bath, the right hon. lord 
Teynham, baron Teynham, of the 
county of Kent. 

May 1. At the epifcopal palace 
at Chelfea, in the 85th year of his 
age, the right rev. dr. John Tho- 
mas, lord bifhop of Winchefter, 
clerk of the clofet to the king, and 
prelate of the moft noble order of 
the garter. 

3» Lady Charlotte Percy, only 
daughter of earl Percy. 

7. Sir William Owen, bart. 

9 The right hon. William de 
Grey, baron Walfingham, of Wal- 
Hingham, in Norfolk. He was made 
folicitor to the queen in the year 
4761 5 folicitor general in 1763 ; 
attorney general in 1766; member 
for Newport in 1761, 1768; mem- 
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ber for Cambridge Univerfity in 
1770; chief juflice of the Common 
Pleas in 1771, which he refigned 
in 1780; and baron Walfingham 
in 1780. 

13. Lieutenant general William 
Amherit (brother to lord Amherit) 
adjutant-general of his majelty’s 
forces, colonel of the 32d reg. of 
foot, and governor of St. John’s, 
Newfoundland. 

The hon. and rev. John Stan- 
ley, D D. aged go, rector of Win- 
wick, in the county of Lancatter, 
and brother to the late earl of 
Derby. 

May 20. At his feat at Caftle- 
ward, in Ireland, the right hon, 
Bernard Ward, lord baron of Ban- 
gor. 

20. Lady Montague Bertie, re- 
lit of lord Mountague Bertie, 2d 
fon of Robert, the firit duke of 
Ancafter and Kelteven, by his fe- 
cond wife Albina, daughter of ge- 
neral Farrington, 

At Stettin, in Germany, in the 
66th year of his age, his ierene 
highnefs prince Auguitus William, 
of Branfwick Bevern, general of 
infantry in the Pruffian fervice, and 
governor of Stettin. 

22. At Kenfington, right hon. 
the earl of Mornington, of the 
kingdom of Ireland. 

June t5. Right hon. John lord 
baron Lifle, aged 79. 

25. suddenly, at Briftol Hot 
Wells, lady Miller, authorof ** Let- 
ters from lialy, by an Englili.,/o- 
man.” 

At Sidcup, the hon. Thomag 
Arundel, count of the Sacred Ro- 
man Empire, bryther to lord Arua- 
del of Wardour. 

At Crawfurd Lodge, near Edin-- 
burgh, the right hon. George earl 
of Crawfurd and Lifidfay, viscount 
Granock, &c. &c. . 
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. At Hampftead, Sir John Ho- 
bart. 

At Envil, Staffordhire, the right 
hon. lady Dorothy Grey, aunt to 
the earl of Stamford. 

At St. Catharine’s, Dublin, Sir 
Richard Woolfley, bart 

wly 4. At Brachoute, near Edin- 
burgh, the hon. Charlotte F -Iphin- 
fton, fourth daughter of the right 
hon. lord Elphiniton. 

6. AtEly Houfein Dover-freet, 
of a dropfy in the breatt, in the 
68th year of his age, the right rev. 
dr. Edmund Keene, lord bifhop of 
Ely. 

18. Right hon. James, 
Perth. 

At Philorth, aged 61, the right 
hon. George lord Salrtoun. 

29. Suddenly. at his feat at Dod- 
derfhall, in Bucks, the right hon. 
Richard Fienes, vifcount and baron 
Say and Sele. 

31. At his feat at Cobham Hall, 
near Rocheiter, the right hon John 
Blieh, earl of Darnley. 

Aug. 2. ae: his feat at Hevtef- 
bury, aged 72, William A’Court 
Afhe, et one of the reprefent a- 
tives in etn for that bo- 
roucvh, a ral in the and 
colonel of the pith re giment of in- 
fantry. 

27. Sir Thomas Gooch, 

At Evre-Court, in Ire! 
right hon. John lord [vre. 

Sepe. 1. At Drefden, his ferene 
highneds prince Charles, broche 
the cic 
year of his age. 
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vonthire,and brother to the dutchef 
of Portland. 

The rev. fir Robert Pynfent, bo 7. 

16. At Briftol, the right hon, 
Dorothy countefs of Hart rough, 
lady of the right hon. the earl of 
Harborough, “of Stapleford, Lei. 
ceiterfhire. 

z1. Sir Laurence Dundas, bart, 

24. Sir Henry Lawfon, hort. 

The right hon. lord John Pel. 
ham Clinton, 2d fon of the Juke 
of Newcaitle, member for Eait Ret. 
ford. 

28. At his feat at St Ofyth, in 
Effex, aced 64, the ri gi ‘thon. Wil. 
liam Henry Naffou de Zuleftein, 

earl of Roc hford, vifcount Ton. 
bridge; no htoft the Garter, one 
of his ma sly $ privy council, 

Od. 1. Raed V ere Beauclerk, 

Right hon. lord Chedworth, 

3- The right bon. William lord 
Stourton. 

14. SirPiercy Brett, kn ught, ad. 
miral of the blue. 

5. The right hon. the ear’ 
Kelly. 

16. The right hon lor 
vice-admiral of Great Britain, and 
adiairal of the fleet. 

Right hon, lady Gray, dow- 
ager countels of Stamford. 

Nov. 5. At Stapleford, in lei- 
cellerfhire, the right hon lady De- 
rothy Sherrard, only di pa on of the 
ear! of Harborough + Dorothy, 
the late countefs. 

io. Lieutenant general Wilham- 
fon. 

Dec. 11. The right hon. Franets 
Dathwood, lord Le D: {pencer, pre- 
mier baron of England, a privy- 
counfellor, lord lieutenant and cu- 
{tus rovdloram of Buckinghamhhire, 
joint pofimatter-ceneral. 

22. Righthon., lady Frances Con- 
nity. 
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Th LONDON GENERAL BILL of 


Cuxistentncs and Buriass, from December 10, 1780, to December 11, 1981, 


. Males $774 
Chriftened ; Females 82¢2 


Died under 2 Years 70383 


} Buried 


20 and 30 - 


Between 2 and 5 2369 | 30 aid 4o - 
sandio 882] 40 and so- 
toand 2 725] soand 6o- 


A&s of Parliament palfed from Nov. 
1, 1780, to July 18, 1781. 


An att for farther continuing an 
aét, made in the 17th year of the 
reign of his prefent majefly, in- 
tituled, “ An act to impower his 
majeity to fecureand detain perfons 
charged with, or fufpedted of, the 
crime of high treafon, committed 
in any of his majefty’s colonies or 

lantations in America, or on the 
high feas, or the crime of piracy.” 

An att to extend the provilions 
contained in an act, paffed in the 
lait feffion of parliament, intituled, 
* An act to prevent any mifchief or 
inconvenience which may arife to 
hheritis, gaolers, fuitors, prifoners, 
or others, by the prifoners in feve- 
ral gaols in the counties of Mid- 
dlefex and Surrey, and the city of 
London, having been fet at liberty 
during the late tumults and infur- 
rections, to perfons arrefted and 
bailed fince the deftruction of the 
faid gaols, and before the fame 
fhall be repaired, or other prifons 
fubitituted in lieu thereof.” 

An a& for the better fupply of 
Mariners and feamen, to ferve in 
his majefty’s fhips of war, and on 
board merchant-fhips, and other 
trading dhips and vefiels. 

An act tor extending the provi- 
fions of three acts made in the 18th, 
tgth, and 2eth years of his pre- 
lent majeily’s rcign, with ref{peét 


Males 
Females 10210 


Increafed in the Burials 
this Year 192. 
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to bringing prize goods into this 
kingdom, to prizes taken from the 
States-general of the United Pro- 
vinces ; for declaring what goods 
fhall be deemed military or hhi 
ftores ; for regulatingthe fale of, x 
afcertaining the duties upon Eatt- 
India goods, condemned as prize 
in the port of London; for per- 
mitting the purchafers of prize 
goods, condemned abroad, to im- 
port fuch goods into this kingdom, 
under the like regulations and ad- 
vantages as are granted by lawto the 
captors themfelves; and for redu- 
cing the duties on foreign prize to- 
bacco. : 

An a& for farther continuing an 
act, made in the 19th year of the 
reign of his prefent majefty, for 
allowing the importation of fine or- 
ganzined Italian thrown filk, in any 
fhips, or veffels, for a limited 
time. 

An a& for raifing a certain fum, 
by way of annuities, and a Jot- 
tery; and for confolidating certain 
annuities, which were made one 
joint ftock, by an aé¢t made in the 
fecond year of the reign of his pre- 
fent majefty, with certain annuities 
confolidated by feveral aéts made 
in the 25th and 26th years of the 
reign of king George the fecond, 
and in the fifth year of the reign 
of his prefent majetty. 

An att for the encouragement of 
feamen, and for the more fpeedy 

and 
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and effelual manning of his ma- 
jefty’s navy. 

An att for repealing the difcounts 
and abatements upon certain fo- 
reign goods, and for granting ad- 
ditional duties upon tobacco and 
fugar, imported into Great Bri- 
tain. 

An att for granting to his ma- 
jefly an additional duty upon the 
produce of the feveral duties un- 
der the management of the refpec- 
tive commiflioners of the excile in 
Great Britain. 

An act for keeping the militia 
forces of this kingdom complete, 
during the time therein mentioned ; 


and for regulating the admiflion of 


{ubftitutes to ferve in the militia. 

An att to permit the importa- 
tion of flax, and flax feed, into 
this kingdom, or Ireland, in any 
fhip or veflel belonging toany king- 
dom or fate in amity with his ma- 
jelly, navigated with foreign ma- 
riners, during the prefent hofti- 
bites. 

An act for repealing the prefent 
duties upon paper, palteboards, 
miliboards, and tcaleboards, made 
in Great Britain; and tor erant- 
me other duties in lieu thercot. 

An att for the better manage. 
ment and collection ot the duties 
epon male fervants, granted by an 
afi made in the acth vear of the 
reign of his prefent majeity. 

An att to indemnify fuch per- 
fons as have omitted to quality 
themfelves for offices and employ- 
ments ; and to indemnify juttices 
of the peace, or others, who have 
omitted to regilter or deliver in 
their qualifications within the time 
limited by law, and for giving 
farther time for thofe purpofes, &c. 

An att to permit goods, the pro- 
duct or manufacture of certain pla- 
ees within tie Levant, or Medi- 
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terranean feas, to be imported into 
Great Britain, or Ireland, in Bri. 
tifh or forcign veifels, trom any 
place whatfoever, and for layin 
a duty on cotton, and cotton wool 
imported into this kingdom, in fo. 
reign fhips or veilels, during the 
prefent hottilities. 

An act to permit, during the pre- 
fent hottilities, the importation of 
goods, the produce of the planta- 
tions of the crown of Portugal, in. 
to Great Britain and Ireland, in 
Portuguefe vefiels, and the impor- 
tation of certain other goods there. 
in mentioned, in aby neutral thips 
and veiflels. 

An act to continue feveral laws 
relating to the opening and efta. 
blithing certain free ports.in the 
ifland of Jamaica; to the allow. 
ing the free importation of fagoe 
powder, and vermicelli, from his 
majefty’s colonies in North Ame- 
rica; to the free importation of 
raw hides and {kins, from Lreland, 
and the Britifh plantations in Ame- 
rica; to the allowing the exporta- 
tion of provifions, goods, wares, 
and merchandize, to certain places 
m North America, which are, or 
may, be under the protection ot 
his majefly’s arms, aad from fuch 
places to Great Britain, and other 
parts of his majeity’s dominions, 
Xe. 

An a& for preventing certain 
abufes and profanations on the 
Lord’s day, called Sunday. 

An att for continuing and amend¢- 
ing an act, made in the laft fefhoa 
of parliament, intituled, ‘* An act 
for appointing and enabling com- 
mifioners to evamine, take, and 
ftate the public accounts of the 
kingdom ; and to report what ba- 
lances are in the hands of account 
applied to the 


ants which may be 
; defects 


public icrxcvice, and wiat 


there 
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there are in the prefent mode of 
reviewing, collecting, iffuing, and 
accounting for public money, and 
‘a. what more expeditious and ef- 
feGtual, and lefs expenfive manner, 
the faid fervice can, in future, be 
regulated and carried on for the 
benefit of the public.” ; 

An act to direct the payment in- 
to the Exchequer, of the refpec- 
tive balances remaining in the 
hands of the feveral perfons there- 
in named, for the ufe and benefit 
of the public, and for indemnify- 
ing the faid refpective perfons and 
their repre(entatives, in refpect of 
fuch payments, and againft all fu- 
ture claims relating thereto, and 
for other purpofes therein men- 
tioned, 

An act for granting to his ma- 
ety an additional duty upon al- 
manacks, printed on one fide, of 
any one fheet, or piece of pa- 
per; and for allowing a certain 
annual {um out of the faid duty to 
each of the Univerfities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, in lieu of the 
money heretofore paid to the faid 
Univerfities by the company of 
fationers of the city of London, 
for the privilege of printing al- 
manacks. 

An act for continuing the en- 
couragement and reward of perfons 
making certain difcoveries for find 
ing the longitude at fea, or making 
cailcoveries and im- 
provements in navigation, and for 
making experiments relating there- 
to. 


ouner ufc tul 


An a& to render valid, certain 
Marriages folemnized in certain 
churches and public chapels, in 
Waich banns had not ufually been 
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publithed before, or at the time 
of pafling an at, made in the 26th 
year of king George the Second, ine 
tituled, ** An act for the better 
preventing of clandeftine marri- 
ages.” 

An att for eftablifhing an agree- 
ment with the united company of 
merchants trading to the Ealt Indies, 
for the payment of the fum of four 
hundred thoufand pounds, for the 
ufe of the public, in full difcharge 
and fatisfaction of all claims and 
demands of the public, &c. and 
for granting to the faid company, 
for a farther term, the fole and ex- 
clufive trade to and from the Eatt 
Indies ; and for eftablifhing cer- 
tain regulations for the better ma- 
nagement of the affairs of the faid 
company, as well in India as in 
Murope, and the recruiting the mi- 
litary forces of the faid company. 

An att for the difcharge of cer- 
tain infolvent debtors. 

An att to explain and amend fo 
much of an act, made in the 13th 
year of the reign of his prefent 
majeily, intituled, ‘* An act for 
eftablithing certain regulations for 
the better management of the af- 
fairs of the Katt India company, 
as well in India as in Europe, as 
relates to the adminiftration of ju- 
tice in Bengal, and for the relief 
of certain perfons imprifoned at 
Calcutta, in Bengal, under a judp- 
ment of the fupreme court of judi- 
cature; and alfo for indemnifying 
the governor-general and council 
of Bengal, and all officers who have 
acted under their orders or autho- 
rity, in the refittance made to the 
procefs of the fupreme court.” 
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His Majefiy’s Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, Nov. 1, 1780, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'{’ is with more than ordinary 
fatisfagtion that I meet you in 
parliament, ata time when the late 
elections may afford me an oppor- 
tunity of receiving the. moft cer- 
tain information of the difpofition 
and the wifhes of my people, to 
which I am always inclined to pay 
the utmott attention and regard. 
The prefent arduous fituation of 


public affairs is well known: the 


whole force and faculties of the mo- 
narchies of France and Spain are 
drawn forth, and exerted to the 
utmoft, to fypport the rebellion of 
my colonies in North America, 
and, without the leait provocation 
or caufe of complaint, to attack 
mv dominions ; and the undifguifed 
object of this confederacy manifell- 
ly°is to pratity boundlets ambition, 
by deflroying the commerce, and 
giving a fatal blow to the power of 
Great Britain. 

By the force which the late par- 
liament put into my hands, and by 
the blefling of Divine Providence 
ov the bravery of my fleets and ar- 
mies, 1] have been enabled to with- 
Raid the formidable attempts of 
iny enemies, and to fruftrate the 
great expectations they had form- 
ed; and the fienal fuccefles which 
have uttended the progrefs of my 
arms in the provinces of Georgia 


and Carolina, gained with fo mach 
honour to the conduct and ¢ 

of my officers, and to the valour 
and intrepidity ot my troops, whith 
have equalled their highett cha- 
ra¢ter in any age, will, I truft, 
have important confequences in 
bringing the war to a happy con 
clufion. It is my molt earnef de. 
fire to fee this great end accom. 
plithed ; but I am coniident you 
will agree with me in opinion, that 
we can only fecure fafe and honour. 
able terms of peace by fuch power- 
ful and refpectable preparations, as 
fhall convince our enemies thatee 
will not fubmit to receive thelaw 
from any powers whatioever; and 
that we are united in a firm ref- 
lution to decline no difhculty or 
hazard, in the defence of our coune 
try, and for the prefervation of our 
efiential interefts. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 

mons, 

I have ordered the eftimates for 
the enfuing year to be laid before 
you. I fee, and feel, with great 
anxiety and concern, that the vie 
rious fervices of the war moft, um 
avoidably, be attended with great 
and heavy expences; but I 
you to grant me fuch fupplies only, 
as your own fecurity and lating 
welfare, and the exigency of affairs 
fhal! be found to require. My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I repofe an entire confidence in 
the zeal and affections of this par- 
liament, confcious that, during the 
whole courfe of my reign, it has 
been the conftant object of my care, 
and the wifh of my heart, to pro- 
mote the true interefts and happi- 
nefs of all my fubjects, and to pre- 
ferve inviolate our excellent coniti- 
tution in church and ftate. 





—_ 


The Addrefs of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, in Parliament af- 
fembled, to bis Majcfty. | 


Die Mercurii, 1° Novembris, 1780. 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

E your majefty’s moft du- 
W tiful and loyal fubjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
parliament aflembled, beg leave to 
return your Majefty our moft hum- 
ble thanks for your moft gracious 
‘fpeech from the throne. 

Permit us to offer to your Ma- 
jefty our moft dutiful congratula- 
tions on the birth of another prince, 
and the happy recovery of the 
Queen, and to affure your Majetty, 
thatevery addition to your Maje- 
fy’s domeflic happinefs muft al- 
ways afford the higheft fatisfaction 
to your faithful fubjeéts. 

In the prefent arduous fituation 
of public affairs, we think it an 
indifpenfable part of our duty to 
make thofe fpirited and vigorous 
exertions which fuch a conjunéture 
demands ; and we beg leave to af- 
fure your Majefty, that we are 
united in a firm refolution to de- 
cline no difficulty or hazard, in the 
defence of our country, and for the 
Prefervation of our eflential inte- 
refts, 

1781. 
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It is with juft and heert-felt ina 
dignation, that we fee the monar- 
chies of France and Spain leagued 
in confederacy to fupport the re- 
bellion in your Majeity’s colonies 
in North America, and employing 
the whole force of thofe kingdoms 
in the profecution of a war waged 
in violation of all pablic faith, and 
for the fole purpofe of gratifying 
boundlefs ambition, by deftroying 
the commerce, and giving a fatal 
blow to the power of Great Bri- 
tain. 

We have feen with great fatis- 
faction, that the force which with 
juit confidence was entrutfted to 
your Majetty by Parliament, has, 
by the blefling of Divine Provi- 
dence on the bravery of your fleets 
and armies, enabled your Majetty 
to withftand the formidable at- 
tempts of your enemics, and to 
fruttrate the great expectations they 
had conceived ; and we hope and 
truft that the fuccefs of your Ma- 
jefty’s arms in Georgia and Caro. 
lina, gained with fo much honour 
to the conduct and courage of your 
Majeity’s officers, and to the va- 
lour and intrepidity of your troops, 
will have the molt important con- 
fequences ; and that fuch fignal 
events, followed by thofe vigorous 
meafures which your Majefty re- 
commends, and in which we are 
determined to concur, will difap- 
point all the views of our enemies, 
and reftore the bleflings of a fafe 
and honourable peace. 

We are fatished that the only . 
way to accomplifh this great end 
which your Majeity fo earneftly de- 
fires, is to make fuch powerful and 
trefpettable preparations, as fhall 
convince our enemies that we wild 
not fabmit to receive the law fram 
any powers whatever ; but with 
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that fpirit and refolution which be- 
come us, will maintain the eflential 
rights, honour, and dignity of Great 
Britain. 

We have a deep and moft grate- 
ful fenfe of the conflant folicitude 
your Majetly thews to promote the 
true intercits and happinefs of all 
your fubjects, and to preferve in- 
violate our excellent conftitution in 
church and flate. And we beg 
leave humbly to afflure your Ma- 
jefty, that it thall be our earneft 
endeavour to juftify and deferve the 
confidence which your Majefty to 

racioufly places in our affection, 
aH and zeal. 
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Vis avid se }, § AALIVEN 


My Lords, 

Thank you heartily for this very 

— Joyal and dutiful addrefs. 

The j you exprefs in the in- 
creafe of my family, and in the 
happy recovery of the Queen, 1s 
extrem ly 

You wife and {pirited refolu- 


vreeable to me. 


tions to proiecute the war with vi 
your, and to maintain, at every 
hazard, the efiential interes, dig- 
nity, and honour of Great Pri 
tain, give me the highelt fatisfac- 


tion, and mult be produ ive of the 


moll falut ry effects bx th at home 
| 


and abroad. 
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your moft gracious fpecch from the 
throne. 

We beg leave to conrratulate 
your Majeity upon the fafe delivery 
of the Queen, and the birth of an. 
other prince; and to afliure your 
Majeily, that we take a fincere 
part in every event that contributes 
to your Majefly’s domestic happi- 
ne{s. 

We acknowledge, with the ut. 
mott gratitude, your Majefty’s con- 
defeending po ir in your defire 
to meet your Parliament at this 
time, and your gracious expreffions 
of attention and regard to the difpo- 
fition and wifhes of your people. 

We are imprefled with a due 
fente of the difficulties of the prefent 
arduous conjuncture, when the whole 
force of France and Spain ts com 
bined and exerted to fupport the re- 
bellion in your Majetty’s colonies, 
and to attack all the Loita at 
your crown ; and when it is but too 
manitett to all the world, that the 
real views of this moft unjuft cone 
tederacy are to give a fatal blow to 
the commerce and power of Great 
Britain, in refentment for the fue 
cetstul efforts which this nation bas 
fo often made, to fave the liberties 
of Europe trom the ambiuon of the 
Houle of Bourbon. 

We have obferved with great and 
jit fatistaction, that your Majelly, 
by the fupp re ot your Parl ament, 
and the ipint and bravery of your 
fleets and armies, has, under the 
divine protection, been enabled © 
withitand the formidable attempts of 
vour enemies; and we offer our 
mott cordial congratulations to your 
Majefty on the fignal fuccefles whiel 
have attended the progrets of you 
Majeity’s arms in the provinces oF 
Georgia and Carolina, and 
which the conduét and courage ¢# 


your Mareiiv’s otheers, and we v* 
: : leur 
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Jour and intrepidity of your troops, 
have beep fo eminently diftinguifh- 


We confider your Majetty’s ear- 
net defire and folicitude to fee the 
war brought to a happy conclufion, 
as the ftrongeit proot of your pa- 
ternal regard tor your people: but 
we entirely agree with your Majetty, 
that fafe and honourable terms of 

ce can only be fecured by fuch 
powerful preparations and vigorous 
exertions as {hall our 
enemies, that your Majcity and your 
Parliament are united in a firm and 
ftedfatt refolution to decline no dit- 
fculty or danger in the defence of 
theic country, and tor the main- 
tenance of their effential interctts. 

We are thoroughly fentible that 
thefe ends cannot be effected with- 
out great and heavy expences ; and 
we will grant your Majefty fuch 
fupplies as the lafting fecurity and 
welfare of your kingdoms, and the 
exigency of affairs, fliall be found 
to require. 

Your Majefty may rely, with en- 
tire confidence, on the moft zealous 
and affectionate attachment of your 
faithful Commons to your perfon, 
family, and government ; and we 
acknowledge, with the livelictt fen- 
timents of reverence and eratitude, 
that the conftant tenor of your Ma- 
jelty’s conduct fhews, that the fole 
objects of your royal care and con- 
fern are to promote the happinefs 
ot your people, and to preferve in- 
violate our excellent conftitution in 
church and ftate. 


cOnvVInce 


a 





His Majefy’s Anfwer. 


Gentlemen, 
Thank 


‘ you for this very dutiful 
addrefs 
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I receive your congratulations on 
the increafe of my family, and on 
the happy recovery of the Queen, 
as a mark of your loyalty and af- 
tection. 

I have a firm confidence that the 
fupport of my faithful Commons, 
and the fpirit of my brave people, 
engaged in a jutt caufe, and 
fighting tor their country and their 
effential intercits, will, in the end, 
enable me to furmount all duilicul. 
ties, and to attain the object ot all 
my meafures and all my exertions, 
a fafe and honourable peace. 





Addrefs of the Archbi/bop, Bifbops, 
and Clerg y of the Province of Can- 
tertury, in convocation alfembled, 
prefented to his Mayefly on the i7th 
of November, 1780. 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W K your Majetty’s moft du- 

titul and loyal fubjects, the 
Archbifhop, Bifhops, and Clergy of 
the Province of Canterbury, in 
convocation aflembled, humbly beg 
leave to approach your throne, and 
with the decpett fenfe ot gratitude 
for the protection we continue to 
enjoy under your Majefty’s reign, 
to offer our unfeigned congratula- 
tions on the farther fecurity of your 
Majefty’s illuftrious houfe, by the 
birth of another prince, and on the 
happy recovery of our gracious 
Queen, the patronefs of religion and 
virtue. 

We are, on this occafion, par- 
ticularly obliged to acknowledge and 
adinire a late inftance of your 
Maiefiv’s attention to the interetts 
ot Chriftianity, in your royal muni- 
ficence to the pious defigns of the 
Society for the Propagation of thé 
Gotpel in Foreign Parts, erected by 
(H 2) a char- 
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a charter of your glorious prede- 
eeflor King William, and now re- 
flored to its former activity, by the 
liberal contributions ot your ful. 
jects, encouraged by your Majeity’s 
example. 

Amidit all the protection and fa- 
vour we derive from the goodnels 
of your Majelty’s heart, we lament 
the neceflity of confefling, that the 
licentioufnefs of the times conti 
nues t» counteraét your paternal 
care for the flate of national reli 
gion. Bad men and bad books are 
the produce of all times; but we 
obferve with particular regret, that 
the wickednefs of the age hath of 
late been diredtly pointed at the 
fences of picty and virtue, elta- 
blithed by God himfelf, and appa- 
rently fecured by law. 

The open violation of the Lord's 
Day, and the invitations of men 
to defert the religious duties of that 
day for amufements, frivolous at 
beit, appears to call for the aid of 
the civil magiltrate, to check the 
oe em of an evil fo dangerous 
oth to church and flate, by fup- 
prefiing, on the Lord’s Day, places 
of retort tor pleafure, where the 
interpofition of the minilters of re- 
ligion is impracticable, We hum- 
bly allure your Majefty, that fo far 
as any exertions of our’s can reach, 
we fhall not fail to admonith and 
rebuke, both by word and cx 
aMpic, 

We have the comfortable hope, 
Sir, thac it will appear to your Ma- 
jefly, that Popery as lefs prevalent 
than it has been in this part of your 
dominions. We are too zealoufly 
attached to Proteflantifm not to op 
ot the errors of the church of 

ome, as well in controverfial at- 
back, as in the more fuccelsful 
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way of teaching the dodtines of 
our apoftolical church ; adhering 
at the fame time, invariably to the 
principles of the Reformation,which 
direét us to oppofe error of every 
kind, by argument and perfuafion, 
and to difavow all violence in the 
caufe of religion, 

May Almighty God, who, for 
our fins, hath permitted your Ma. 
jelly to be involved in a war, jut, 
indeed, and neceflary, but, in its 
own nature, productive of much ea. 
lamity, blefs your Majetly’s efforts 
with decilive fuccels ! 

It becomes us, as miniflers of the 
Gofpel, to praife God for every 
victory which has a tendency to the 
bleflings of peace ; and vee 
it fhall pleafe his infinite wifdom 
to reflore them to this nation, we 
fhall farther befeech him to grant 
to your Majelly the full enjoyment 
of thofe bleflings for many year, 
in the profperity and unanimous 
loyalty of your fubjedts, 





Tis Miayefly's Anfwere 


Thank you for your congratula- 

tions on the tncreafe of my fa- 
mily, and the happy recovery of 
the Queen, 

[ hear with pleafure the zeal you 
exprefs for the interetts of oul holy 
religion ; and IT fhall continue t 
make it my contlant endeavour @ 
fupport them upon the principles 
of the Reformation, againit the iM 
croachments of licentioufnels or {¥- 
peritition, 

Trulling to the juilice of my 
caule, Il rely on the continuance of 
the blefings of Providence on my 
cndcavours to rellore to my people 
a fafe and honourable peace. 


L,ORBY 
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LORDS’ PROTEST. 


Die Fovis 25° Januar, 1781. 

It was moved, that the motion 
for an addrefs be poftponed, in or- 
def that the houle may tuke into 
confideration another motion ¢ for 
an addrefs co his mayetly, that he 
would be gracioutly pleated to give 
orders, that there be forthwith laid 
before this houfe, copies of all the 
treaties lately fublitting between 
Great Britain and the ftates of the 
Seven United Provinces, and alfo of 
the correfpondence between his 
majefly’s minitters and bis late am- 
baflador at the Haguc, and of all 
memorials, requifitions, maniteftos, 
anfwers, and other papers which 
have pafled between the two courts, 
as far as they relate in any refpect 
to the prefent rupture, or to any 
mifunderttanding or complaints 
which have exiited between the two 
nations fince the commencement of 
hoftilities between Great Britain and 
the provinces of North America. 

Which being objected to, after 
lg debate, the queftion was put, 
whether to agree to the faid mo- 
tion ? 

Itwas refolved in the negative. 


Contents 1y 

Proxies 0 e 

Non-contents 68 g 

Proxies 16 4 
Diflentient, 


| If. Becaufe we cannot confent to 
involve this and other nations in all 
the horrors of war, but upon the 
cleareit proofs both of juitice and 
ecefity ; and it would be peculi- 
arly inconfiflent with our public 
truit, without fuch  evice nee, to 
Brea parhamentary fanétion to a 
War againit the ancient and natural 
Mites ot this notion. 

It ison the juttice of our caufe, 
ad on the abfelute ucecility of pro- 
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ceeding tofuch extremities, that we 
mult be anfwerable to God and our 
con{ciences for a meafure, which ne« 
ceflarily plunges inillions of inno- 
cent people in the utmoft dittrefs 
and mifery. It is on this founda. 
tion alone that we can with confi- 
dence pray for fuccefs, or hope for 
the protection of Providence. 

We conceive that a caretul, and 
above all, an impartial examination 
of the correfpondence between his 
majetty’s minilters and his late am- 
baffador at the Hague, and of all 
the memorials, complaints, requi- 
fitions, manifeftos, aniwers, and 
other papers which have paffed be- 
tween the two courts, as far as they 
relate in any refpect to the prefent 
rupture, is indifpenfable to warrant 
parliament in pronouncing whether 
the hoftilities which his Majetly has 
authorited his fubyecéts to commence 
again{t thofe of the Seven United 
Provinces are, or are not, founded 
in juttice, and confequently before 
they can with propricty ofler to his 
mayefty any advice, or promife him 
any afliftance, in the prefent con- 
juncture, 

The fudden attack which the mi- 
nifters have advifed his Majetty to 
bein againit the property of our 
neighbours, failing i full confidence 
of peace and of their alliance with 
this nation, made without allowing 
the ufual time ttipulated by treaties, 
even between enemies, tor fecuring 
the property of unfulpecting indie 
viduals in cafe of a fudden rupture, 
is a proceeding which, ull explain- 
ed, mutt appear unwarranted by 
the law of nations, and contrary to 
good faith; nor can we, upon 
bare recommendation of monifters, 
approve of fuch a conduct, 01 
termine upon the nice co nt 
of treaties and reeiproc 
tions, without fo much xs h 
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what our late allies and friends have 
on their fide to allege. 

Bat the influence of his Majefty’s 
minifters in parliament has been 
fuch, as toobtain not only the re- 
jeGtion of a motion which has been 
made for this neceflary information, 
but alio to induce this great coun- 
cil of the nation, on a matter deep 
ly aficCting their molt important in- 
terefts, to give a folemn opinion, 
without any knowledge of the facts 
on which they have pronounced, 
with fo blindfold a compliance to 
the will of the court. 

zdly, Becaufe, however fufficient 
the reafon of juftice ought to be, 
that of expediency may perhaps be 
more prevalent, and is not wanting 
on this occalion. 

It has been the uniform and ap- 
proved policy of our ableft flatef- 
men, for near a century, to form 
alliances, and to unite with the 
powers on the continent to refiit the 
ambitious attempts of the houfe of 
Bourbon. ‘The Proteftant republic 
of Holland, from the freedom of 
its conititution and fentiment, as 
well as from its religion, has ever 
been deemed a valuable fupport of 
the liberties of Europe. ‘I'wice have 
they been on the very verge of fall- 
ing a facrifice to France in this 
caule, and we can never believe 
that their old affeciion to Great 
Britain can have been alienated, 
much lefs that a dire rupture with 
them can have become neceflarv on 
our part, without prof mifmanage- 
mentin our councils. We cannot 

but form the molt ferious appre- 
henfions at feeing the three great 
Proteitant and free countries of 
Great Britain, North America, and 
Holland, fo weakening each other 
by war, as to become an eafy prey 
to the ancient enemy of them all, 
whenever 
her arm: 


the fhail pleafe to turn 


avainw them, 
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We are not infenfible of the dj. 
ftrefsful fituation, with refped to 
the armed neutral powers, into 
which we have been led, flep by 
ftep, by the unfortunate American 
war; but as we are convinced thar 
wicked and weak councils have 
been the fole caufe of that unhg 
conteft, fo we are perfuaded that 
honeft and able minifters might 
have prevented this, amongtt fome 
of its wretched confequences, 

But whilft the fame meafares, 
which have caufed our unexampled 
calamities, continue to be purfued 
and cherifhed ; whilft a fyflem of 
corruption prevails, which muft ex. 
clude both ability and integrity 
from our councils ; whilft every in- 
tereft of the ftate is facrificed to its 
fupport, and every attempt at re- 
formation rejected, our condition 
can change but from bad to worfe, 

Tt is not for us to pretend to fore- 
tell events, which are in the hands 
of Providence ; but if caufes are 
fuffered to produce their natural 
confequences, we cannot but ape 
prehend, from the prefent condudt 
of our affairs, every danger to this 
country, both foreign and domettic, 
to which a nation can be expofed. 

RICHMOND, ROCKINGHAM, 

PORTLAND, DEVONSHIRE, 

Firzwittiam, PEemMBRoxe, 

Harcour, CovenTrRY, 

FERRERS. 


SECOND PROTEST. 
Diflentient, 
For the above reafons, and for 
that, initead of being convinced of 
the juitice, neceflity, or policy, 
a war with Holland, as we ought 
to be, before we give our fanchoa 
to that meafure, it appears to 
as far as the information we potiets 
enables us, to be equally contrary 
to the intereits of both countries 


° . al] wpote 
and to the inclinations of all we 
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inclinations Ought to influence the 
councils of either. Of fuch incli- 
gations, in many refpectable mem- 
bers of the Dutch government, we 
thought we faw, and we faw it with 
ane, a fufficient indication to 
encourage us to hope, that it is not 
too late to open a negoctation, 
by which, if conducted with the 
temper, and in the language of 
eonciliation, we may avert the evils 
which the continuance of this an- 
natural war cannot fail to produce. 
With this view, it was recom- 
mended in the debates, with the 
earneftnefs and ferioufnefs fuitable 
to the occafion, not to lofe an hour 
in propofing a ceflation of hoiti- 
lities with Holland, for the pur- 
pofe of meeting and cultivating a 
friendly difpofition, of reconciling 
commercial differences, and for re- 
foring that union of political in- 
terelts which has been hitherto 
thought fundamentally neccflary to 
the prefervation of the Protettant 
religion, and of the liberties of Eu- 
rope. ‘The inattention of his Ma- 
jelly’s miniflers to fuch a propofi- 
tion, in the actual circumitances of 
this country, their difinclination to 
the objects of it, fo plainly mani- 
feted by the unprecedented confif- 
cations intended by their procla- 
mation of the zoth of December 
laft, the lofs of fo valuable an ally, 
the acceflion of fo confiderable a 
force to the formidable powers an- 
tecedenil) combined againit us, and 
the juit grounds it affords to appre- 
hend the acceflion of other powers 
to that combination, leave us no 
Other part to take, as members of 
this houfe, after having ftated our 
ideas of the extent of the danger, 
and fuggefted what we conceive to 
the beft and only remedy, than 
foenter ou folemn proteft to ex- 
culpate ourfelves from being accef- 


PAPER 5S. (1 tg) 
fary to that accumulation of evils, 
which we forefee, and think might 
be, bat will not be prevented. 
Wycombe, Porrranpn, 
Campen, ROCKINGHAM, 
Richmonp, Firzwittiram, 
FERRERS, PEMBROKE *, 


LORDS PROTEST, March 21. 

The order of the day being read 
for the third reading of the bill, 
entitled, ** An att for raifing a cer- 
tain fum of money by way of an- 
nuities, anda lottery; and for con- 
jolidating certain annuities which 
were made one joint ftock, by an 
a&t made in the fecond year of the 
reign of his prefent Majefty, with 
certain annuities confolidated by 
feveral atts made in the twenty-fifth 
and twenty-fixth years of the reign 
of king George IJ. and in the nich 
year of the reign of his prefent 
Majetty.” 

Moved, ** That the faid bill be 
now read a third time.”” Which 
being objected to, after debate the 
queition was put thereupon ; and it 
was refolved in the affirmative. 

The faid bill was then accord- 
ingly read athirdtime. The que- 
ftion was put, that the faid bill do 
now pafs: it was refolved in the 
afhirmative. 

Diffentient, 

‘© Becaufe when a bargain im- 
provident in its terms, corrupt in 
Its operation, and partial in its di- 
{tributions, is negociated by a mi 
nilter acting for the public, its hav- 
ing paffed through the Houfe of 
Commons can be no reafon for its 
pafling without obfervation through 
the Houfe of Lords. Without wav- 
ing our undoubted right of giving 





* The divifion did not take place till 
half after one in the morning, nor did the 
houfe rife till paft two. 
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a negative to this or any other bill, 
we refpect the principle of public 
credit too much to attempt, at this 
junéture, to exercife that right, 
though if we looked only at the 
enormity of the abufe, the mott di- 
ye& oppofition never could be more 
properly called for. 

** Twenty-one millions are added 
to the capital of the debr for a loan 
of twelve; five and a half per cent, 

erpetual annuity is granted; fix 
funtead and fifty thoufand pounds 
are to be levied in the yearly taxes 
wpon the people. In fuch a fitua- 
tion the moft rigid @conomy ought 
to have been ufed, and the pre- 
mium on the loan ought to have 
been reduced in proportion to the 
exorbitance of the intereft to be 
aid, Severs circumftances appear- 
ed favourab!e to the minifler, if his 
object had been to ferve his country, 
rather than to raife a faction for his 
awn fupport. Befides the profpect 
derived from the beginning of a ne- 
gociation for peace, it is allowed 
that treble the fum fubfcribed had 
been offered, and a very large part 
of that furplus by perfons more re- 
fponfible than very many of thofe 
who were admitted. In that fitua- 
tion, fo favourable to the borrower, 
where the being permitted to lend 
was fought with emulation, the firit 
commiflioners of the Treafury chofe 
to make a bargain, opened at ten 
per cent. premium the day after the 
oan. 

‘* This price was not the effeét 
of mere popular opinion, or of art- 
ful managejnent, but was grounded 
on the real value of the great body 
of the other ftocks at the time, and 
was no more than what arofe from 
a jul relation to the reft. We are 
the more diflatisfied with this thame- 
$21 prodigality of public money, by 
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comparing it with the period whea 
a ftriét and confcientious manage. 
ment of the public treafure at home 
became a foundation for the glor 

of our arms abroad, During the 
duke of Newcatitle’s adminittratiog 

the feveral fucceflive loans from 
the year 1758 inclulive, to the time 
of his removal from office, never ex. 
ceeded one and a half per cent. atthe 
opening ; they were generally lefs, 
and fometimes at difcount. Yet the 
national credit was in vigour. Dur, 
ing that time forty-three millions 
were borrowed. In thofe happy 
days, the minilters ftanding on na 
tional ground, were not in a fate 
of fervitude to any fet of men, nor 
led, through a falfe fyftem of po. 
litics, to aggravate the diftreies of 
their country, by hiring a venal cry 
to perfonate the voice of the pub. 
lic, and to give fupport to the meas 
{ures which had accationed fuch di- 
fireflies. 

‘¢ It is not a matter of furprize 
to us, at a time when fuch things 
can be done with impunity, that 
lords of the greateit honour and a- 
bility have wholly difcontinued their 
attendance. But it is not improper 
that thofe lords who do fomeumes 
attend, thould record their names 
in teftimony of their flrong cone 
demnation of the terms of this loan, 
and of the motives, which, they con- 
ceive, diétated terms {o very difad: 
vantageous to the crown and the 
nation. 

ROCKINGHAM, 
PORTLAND, 
OsBORNE, 

]. Str. ASAPH, 
De Ferrers, 
FirzwiiLiaMy 
Bo.tTon, 
PoxsonsyY.” 
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tier of the States-General to the 
aed feflo of the King of Great- 


Britaia. 


F ever the annals of the world 

have furnifhed an inftance of a 
free and independent ftate being 
attacked by an enemy, in the moitt 
unjuiifiable manner, and without 
the leat appearance of right or 
equity, by a neighbouring power 
allied fora long time, and bound 
by ties founded on the bafis of 
common intereft, it is without 
doubt, the Republic of the United 
States of the Netherlands, which 
finds itfelf in that cafe. with his 
majefty the king of Great Britain, 
and his minifters. From the be- 
ginning of the difputes, which had 
arifen between that kingdom and 
its American colonies, their High 
Mightinefles, no wife obliged to in- 
terfere, had taken the firm and de- 
termined refolution to adopt and 
frictly to adhere to the moit exact 
neutrality: and when the faid dif- 
putes had kindled the flames of a 
war which hath embroiled more 
powers than one, and fpread in fe- 
veral parts of the world, their High 
Mightinefles have conttantly ob- 
frved and maintained the fame line 
of conduct; whilf, in the mean 
time, they have taken care to give 
©n Many occafions, and in fome in- 
Rances of a very eflential nature, 
the moft convincing proofs of their 
fincere inclination to conform to the 
withes of his majefty : fo far as they 
could do it without going againtt 
the rules of impartiality, or bring- 
ng in queftion their rights of fo- 
vereignty, 
iP poss with this view, and for 
Mi; Purpoie, that their High 

£atinefles from the beginning, 
and at the requifition, of his Bri- 
bagnic Majeity, caufed met ex- 
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prefs inhibitions to be publithed 
againft the exportation of all war- 
like ftores to the colonies of his 
Britannic Majefty in America; and 
againft all fraudulent trade with 
the faid colonies: and in order that 
the faid prohibitions fhould be more 
effetually carried into execution, 
their High Mightinefles made no 
difficulty to take fuch farther fteps 
as greatly circum{cribed their own 
navigation, and the trade of their 
fubjeéts with the Dutch colonies in 
the Weft-Indies. 

It was to further the above pur- 
pofes, that their High Mightineffes 
fent the molt exact orders to all 
commanders, and governors of their 
colonies, and fettlements, as well 
as to the commanders of their fhips 
of war, carefully to abftain from 
doing, in regard to the American 
flag, any thing from which could 
be jultly inferred or deduced an ac- 
knowledgment of the independency 
of the faid colonies: and it is alfo, 
efpecially to the above intent, that 
their High Mightineffes having re- 
ceived a memorial prefented to 
them by the Englifh Ambaffador, 
full of the heavielt complaints 
againft the governor of St. Euftatia, 
condefcended to deliberate on the 
faid memorial; though couched in 
terms little confonant with the re- 
gard which fovereign powers owe to 
each other: the confequence of the 
faid deliberation was the immedi- 
ate recall of the faid governor, 
whom their High Mightineffes 
called to an account for his con- 
duct, and who was not permitted 
to return to his refidence till he 
had cleared himfelf of all the 
charges brought againg him, before 
a court of juitice; a copy of whofe 
proceedings was foon after trauf- 
mitted to the minifter of his Bri- 
tannic Mayeity, 

By 
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By fuch meafures as thefe, their 
High Mightinetles, who always ear- 
neftly wifhed to avoid giving the 
fmalleit caufe of difcontent to his 
Britannic Majefty, have conftantly 
endeavoured to promote and culti- 
vate perfect harmony; but his Bri- 
tannic Majelly’s conduct towards 
the Republic has been diametri- 
cally oppotite. 

The differences between the 
courts of London and Verfailles 
had fearcely broke out, when they 
beheld the ports of England filled 
with Dutch veticls, which were 
unjuftly feized and detained : thele 
veticls navigated upon the faith of 
the treaties, and were not laden 
with any other merchandife than 
what the exprefs tenor of the treaties 
had declared free and legal. ‘Vhey 
beheld thofe free cargoes forced to 
fubmit to an arbitrary and defpotic 
authority. ‘The cabinet at St. 
James’s knowing no other rule than 
an afflamed righe of temporary con- 
venience, thought proper to appro- 
priate thofe cargoes to the ufe of 
the crown by a forcible purchafe, 
and to employ them in the fervice 
of the king’s navy. ‘The molt earneit 
and ferious reprefentations on the 
part of their High Mightinefies 
againit thefe proceedings were in- 
effectual, and it was in vain that 
they urged, in the flrongeit manner 
pollible, the treaty {nbiilting be- 
tween England and the Republic. 


By this treaty, the rights and liber-' 


ties of the weutral fag are decifively 


and clearly fated. ‘I'he fubjeéts of 


Great Britain had fully enjoyed the 
advantages of this treatv, in the 
firtt and only cafe, wherein it 
pleafed the court of London to re- 
main neuter, whilt the Republic 
was engaged in a war. Certainly 
then in a reciprocal cafe that court 
could not, without the greateft in- 
guice, refute the enjoyment of the 
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fame advantages to the Republig; 
and as little right as his Britannic 
Majetty had to withhold the advan. 
tageous effects of this treaty from 
their High Mightinefles, he had 4 
little foundation for attempting to 
make them quit the neutrality | 
had embraced, and to force them 
to plunge into a war, the caufe of 
which related immediately to the 
rights and poffeffions of his Britans 
nic Majetty lying beyond the limits 
of detenhve treaties.—And, not. 
withftanding, this treaty, his ma. 
jefty, from the commencement of 
the difference with the crown of 
France, has made no fcruple of in. 
fringing and violating it. The tref. 
pafles and infracuons made on this 
treaty on the part of Great Britain, 
and the arbitrary decitions of the 
courts of juftice in that kingdom, 
directly contrary to the exprefs 
fanction of the fame treaty, multi. 
plied daily. ‘he merchant veflels 
became the innocent victims of the 
exactions and accumulated violences 
of the Englith men of war and 
privatcers. They did not, how- 
ever refit there.—‘The very flag of 
the flates was not {pared, but open- 
ly and outrageoutly infulted bya 
hoftile attack upon the convoy, 
under the care of the rear-admi- 
ral Comte de Byland. ‘The ftrongett 
reprefentation from the {tates t 
his Britannic Majefty were dif- 
regarded, the thips taken from 
the convoy were declared good 
prizes, and this infult on the flag 
of the Republic was very foon fol- 
lowed by an open violation of their 
neutral territory, as well in Earope 
as America. They will conteat 
themielves, however, with reciting 
two examples. ¥ - 
At the ifland of St Martin his 
Britannic Majetty attacked, 
carried away by force feveral ve 
that lay at anchor under the — 
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of the fort, where, according to 
the inviolable rights of mankind, 
the veflels ought to have found a 
fecure afylum. The infults com- 
mitted by an armed Englith veffel 
on the coalt of the republic, near 
Geedereede, furnith a fecond example 
of thefe violations. Thefe infults 
were carried fo far, that many in- 
habitants of the ifland, who dwelt 
on the fhore, where they ought to 
have fuppofed themfelves ifecure 
from any difturbance, were expof- 
ed, by the violence of the fire from 
the thips, to fuch imminent danger, 
that they were forced to retire to 
the interior part of the ifland. 
Yet, for thefe unheard of proceed- 
ings, the republic, notwithftanding 
the ftrongelt and belt founded re- 

fentations, has not obtained the 
fmallef fatisfaction. 

Affairs being thus fituated, fo 
that their High Mightineffes had 
no other alternative left them, but 
to fee the navigation and commerce 
of their fubjects, on which the 
ruin or profperity of their republic 
alone depends, totally annihtlated, 
or elfe to adopt meafures hoftile to 
their old friend and ally; at this 
period the Emprefs of Ruffia, urg- 

by a generous magnanimity of 
difpofition, thought proper to in- 

ere, and with as much affeétion 
a humanity invited whe republic 
to take the jufteft meafures, and 
fuch too as were entirely confiltent 
with the treaty fubfifting between 
the fates and other powers, for the 
defending and maintaining, in 
conjunction with her Imperial 

yeity, and the other northern 
powers, thofe privileges and im- 
Munities which the rights of na- 
tions, and the moft folemn treaties 
allowed to neutral flags. 
_ his invitation could not but be 
infinitely agreeable to their High 
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Mightineffes, fince they confidered 
it as a means of fecuring the undif- 
turbed commerce of their fubjects 
upon the moft folid bafis, and as 
holding out a method of proteéting 
their independence againft every in- 
fraction, at the fame time that it 
propofed nothing at all derogatory 
to the alliance contracted between 
them and his Britannic Majefty, or 
the other belligerent powers. But 
this was a meafure of which the 
court of London endeavoured to 
deprive the Republic, by proceedin 
with precipitation to the moft deft 
perate extremities, by recalling 
their ambaflador, by the publica- 
tion of a Manifefto, containing a 
lift of fictitious grievances, and by 
granting letters of marque and pre- 
tended reprifal againft the ftates, 
their fubjects, and their property, 
by which violence indeed this court 
did nothing more than clearly carry 
into proof and practice the defigns 
which they have for a long time 
foltered, of difregarding the true 
and effential interefts which con- 
neét the two nations, and of de- 
ftroying the bonds of their ancient 
amity by an attack fo replete with 
injuitice. 

It will not be at all neceffary to 
enter into an elaborate refutation of 
the reafons, and pretended griefs 
which were alledged in the mani- 
felto, to convince every impartial 
man of their entire want of folidity. 
It will be fufficient to obferve, in 
few words, with refpeét to the offer 
which was made by his Britannic 
Majefty for opening an amicable 
conference, that the fole object of 
thefe conferences could only be 
this, to take into confideration the 
naval treaty fpoken of above ; that 
the conitruction of this treaty, con- 
ceived as it is, in terms the moft 
clear and exprefs, could not be a 
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fubje& of any doubt or equivoca- 
tion; that it gives the neutral 
rs a free right of conveying to 

the belligerent powers al! kinds of 
naval ftores; that the Republic, 
neither propofing any thing elfe to 
themielves, nor defiring any thing 
more of his Britannic Majeily, 
than the quiet, undifturbed enjoy- 
ment of rights, ftipulated in this 
treaty, a point fo manifelt, and in- 
controvertibly equitable, could not 
perceive any reafon or motive for a 
negociation, or any other new con- 
vention, which mult have been de- 
rogatory to the treaty in queftion, 
particularly as their High Mighti- 
neffes could not prevail upon them- 
felves, nor experience the leatt dif- 
fition to renounce, voluntarily, 
rights jultly acquired, nor to defitt 
from their rights by a regard for the 
court of England; a renunciation, 
which though advantageous to one 
of the belligerent powers, would be 
totally incompatible with the prin- 
ciples of neutrality, and by which 
their High Mightinefles would, 
from another quarter, have fub- 
jected the ftate to dangers, which 
they think it is their duty moft 
folemnly to avert. A renunciation 
alfo which would have carried with 
it a moft irreparable injury to their 
commerce and navigation, which 
is the principal fupport of the Re- 
public, and the fource of all their 
profperity; for the different 
branches of their commerce are fe- 
verally fo intimately connected with 
each other, fo as to form one 
whole, that it is impoflible to fe- 
parate one part of fo principal a 
nature as was expected by the court 
of London, without the entire ruin 
and deftruction of the general body : 
not to mention that at this time, 
when their High Mightineffes made 
a reafonable dificulty of acceding 
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to the propofed conference, th 
pete tempered this ef. 
fettual exercife of their rights by a 
provifional refolution. 

As for the fuccours required 
their High Mightineffes cannot 
diflemble that they never could 
conceive how his Britannic Majeity 
thought himfelf juilified to inhift, 
under the moft diftant appearance 
of right or equity, for the afi. 
ance itipulated by the treaties, at 
the time when he had already fore. 
gone the obligation which they im- 
pofed on him towards the Repub- 
lic. Their High Mightinefles 
were not lefs furprifed to fee that, 
whilft the difturbances in America 
and their direct confequences, could 
not affect the Republic by virtue of 
any treaty, and that the affittance 
had not been required before the 
declaration of the court of Spain 
had increafed the number of the 
belligerent powers; his Britannic 
Majeity had neverthelefs taken oc- 
cafion, from this event, to infift on 
his demand with fo much ardour 
and earneftnefs, as if his majelty 
had a right to pretend and main- 
tain, that, a war being once kindled 
between him and fome other power, 
was alone fufficient to compel the 
ftates to grant directly, and with- 
out any previous examination, the 
faid ftipulated afliftance. 

The Republic, it is true, had 
bound itfelf by treaties to aid and 
aflift the kingdom of Great Britain, 
whenever that power fhould be at 
tacked or threatened with an unjut 
war: the Republic was moreover 
to declare war in iuch a cale, 
againit the aggreffor; but tei 
High Mightinefles never intended 
to give up that right which 1s the 
nature of a defenfive alliance, 4% 
which cannot be difputed to the 


allied powers, to examine firlt, am 
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before they grant the required 
afiftance, or take part in the war, 
the principles of the Wiffentions 
Which have prevailed; the nature 
of the differences from which they 
fprang ; as alfo to inveftigate and 
maturely weigh the reafons and 
motives which may inforce the 
Cafus Faderis, and which are to 
form the bafis of the equity and 
lawfulnefs of the war, on the part 
of that confederate ftate claiming 
the aforefaid affiftance. There is 
not a treaty extant, by which their 
High Mightineffes have foregone 
the independence of the ftates, or 
facrificed their interefts to thofe of 
Great Britain, fo far as to deprive 
themfelves of the right of fo ne- 
ceflary and indifpenfible an exami- 
nation; by taking fuch fteps as 
might infinuate, that they fhould 
be looked upon as compelled to 
fubmit to the pleafure of Great 
Britain, by granting the required 
afiftance; even when the above 
court, being at variance with an- 
other power, thinks proper to pre- 
fer a war to an amicable accommo- 
dation on well fupported com- 
plaints. 

Itis not therefore through {pirit 
of party, or the fcheme of a predo- 
minant gabal, but after a mature 
deliberation, and by a defire of 
fupporting the deareft interefts of 
the Republic, that all the provin- 
cial tates refpectively have, with 
One voice, teftified they were of 
opinion, that the affiftance required 
thould be politely refufed; and 
— High Mightinefles would not 
vane fo, communicate to his 

anic Majeity, in confequence 
of thofe refolutions, an oaines to 
wh ae requefts for afliftance, 
fo do not been prevented from 
ing, by the violent and un- 
Precedented infult offered to the 
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Dutch flag, under the command of 
rear-admiral Byland; by their be- 
ing refufed redrefs on fo ferious a 
matter, and by his majefty’s de- 
claration, no lefs ftrange than un- 
juft, in regard to the fufpenfion of 
the treaties which fubfifted between 
him and the Republic. Thefe 
were fo many events, which, as 
they required deliberations of a 
different kind, put an end to thofe 
which were held in confequence of 
the aforefaid requifitions, It is in 
vain, and in oppofition to all truth, 
that endeavours have been ufed to 
multiply the number of grievances, 
by alledging the fuppreflion of 
duties on exports, as a meafure 
calculated to facilitate the carrying 
of naval ftores over to France : for, 
befides, that the faid fuppreffion is 
an object which refpects the interior 
regulation of commerce, to which 
all fovereigns have an uncortrovert- 
ed right, and for which they are 
accountable to no one, the matter 
has been put in deliberation, but 
never finally refolved upon; fo 
that thofe duties are ftill on the for- 
mer footing ; and what is fet forth 
refpecting this matter in the mani- 
feito, is totally groundlefs, though 
it cannot be denied, that the con- 
du& of his Britannic Majefty to- 
wards the Republic, furnithed their 
High Mightinefles with but too 
many motives to jultify fuch a mea- 
{ure on their part. 

The difpleafure of his Britannic 
Majefty, in regard to what has been 
done for Paul Jones, is equally 
groundlefs. Their High Mighti- 
nefies had for many years before 
given general and pofitive orders 
for the admiflion into their ports, 
of all privateers and armed fhips, 
with their prizes; orders which 
have been obferved and executed 


without the leaft exception: in this 
2 cafe 
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cafe their High Mightineffes could 
not defiit from fuch orders, in re- 
gard to an armed fhip, which, pro- 
vided with a commiflion from the 
American Congrefs, was in the 
Texel, together with the frigates 
of a fovereign power, without af- 
fuming the —_ of judges, and 
giving a decifion in a matter which 
their High Mightineffes were not 
obliged to take any cognizance of, 
and in which it feemed to them con- 
trary to the interelt of the gy try 
to interfere: their High Mighti- 
nefles, therefore, thought it beft 
not to fwerve from the rules elta- 
blithed for fo long a time, but re- 
folved to lay the ftrongeft injunc- 
tions, left the faid privateers and 
armed fhips fhould take in any war- 
like flores, and defired them to quit 
the road as foon as poflible, with- 
out being permitted to fojourn, 
but juft as long as would prove ab- 
folutely aaa to repair the da- 
mages fuffered at fea; declaring 
formally at the fame time, that in 
cafe of a longer delay, their depar- 
ture fhould be pofitively infifted 
upon. ‘To this purpofe, the com- 
manding officer in the faid road 
took care to make every requifite 
difpofition, the effects of which 
the privateer of Paul Jones had 
hardly time to prevent. In regard 
to what has happened in other parts 
of the world, the informations 
tranimitted to their High Mighti- 
nefles, from time to time, from the 
Ealt Indies, are in direct oppofition 
to thofe which feem to have been 
laid before his Britannic Majetty. 
The frequent complaints of the 
Eaft India direétion, addrefled to 
them, and which the love of peace 
had obliged the latter to fmother, 
as it were, in their breafts, are fo 
many incontrovertible proofs of the 
aflertion. The meafures taken in 
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regard to the Welt Indies, before 
mentioned, will ferve at all times 
for an unqueftionable proof of the 
fincerity of the zeal, and of the at. 
tention with which their High 
Mightinefles have afliduoufly endes. 
voured toobferve, in thefe countries 
the moft exaé& and fri neutrali- 
ty; nor could their High Mighti- 
nefles find out the leatt legal proof 
of any infraction of their orders in 
this refpect. 

‘* As for what concerns the 
ject of an eventual treaty of com. 
merce with North America, framed 
by a member of the government of 
the province of Holland, withoat 
the fanction of any public authority; 
and the memorials prefented on this 
matter by the chevalier Yorke, the 
matter happened as follows : 

‘© As foon as this ambaffador had 
prefented a memorial, dated Nov, 
10, 1780, their High Mightinefles, 
without noticing the expredlions, re 
ther unbecoming between fovereigns, 
with which this memortal abounded, 
did not delay entering into the mot 
ferious deliberation on that matter; 
and by their refolution of the 27th 
of the fame month, they did not 
hefitate to difclaim and difapprove 
publicly whatever had been done ia 
this affair. 

«© After this they had every reafon 
to expect that his Britannic Majefty 
would have acceded to this decla- 
ration, fince he could not be igno- 
rant that their High Mightinefles 
have no jurifdiétion over the relpee 
tive provinces, and that it was @ 
the States of Holland to whom, # 
being invetted as the States of 
other provinces with a fovereiga 
exclufive authority over their 
jeéts, was to be fubmitted, 
fair which their High Might 
had no reafon to doubt but the 
States of the faid provinces 
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according to the exigency 

” the cafe, and conformably to the 
laws of the ftate, and the principles 
of equity. The eagernefs with which 
the chevalier Yorke, by his fecond 
memorial, infifled on the gee 
ment, could not, of courfe, but ap- 
ar very ftrange to their High 
Mightinefles, that if he did not re- 
ceive the very fame day an anfwer 
to his memorial in every refpect fa- 
tisfatory, he fhould find himfelf 
obliged to acquaint his court there- 
of by an extraordinary courier. Their 
High Mightineffes, informed of this 
declaration, foon perceived its im- 
portance, as a manifeftation of the 
meafures already determined on in 
the king’s council ; and although 
according to the eltablifhed cultom, 
foch ae declarations from fo- 
reign minifters admit of no delibe- 
ration, they neverthelefs thought 
proper to fet it afide on this occa- 
fon, and to defire their recorder to 
wait on the chevalier, and inform 
bim, that his memorial had been 
taken ad referendum, by the depu- 
ties of the refpective provinces, ac- 
cording to the received cultom and 
conftitution of government; adding, 
atthe fame time, what feemed de- 
ignedly omitted in the manifetto, 
that they would endeavour to frame 
ananfwer to his memorial as foon 
as poflible, and the conftitution of 
Verament would permit. In con- 
uence thereof, a few days after, 
the deputies of the province of Hol- 
land gave notice to the aflembly of 
their High Mightinefles, that the 
Rates of their province had wna voce, 
tefolved to require the advice of 
their court of juitice in regard to 
requifition of punifhment, re- 
queling the {aid court to give their 
pinion as foon as poffible, forego- 
ing all Other affairs. ‘Their High 
ghtinefles did not fail to acquaint 
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the chevalier Yorke with the above 
refolve ; but what was their furprize 
and aftonifhment, when they under- 
ftood that the faid ambaffador, after 
having read his initructions, had 
fent a note to the recorder, where- 
in he called the above faid re- 
folve illufive, and flatly refufed to 
tran{mit it to his court! This oblig- 
ed their High Mightineffes to fend 
it to count Welderen, their minifter 
at London, with orders to lay it im- 
mediately before the minilfter of his 
Britannic Majefly; but the refufal 
of the latter created an obftacle to 
the execution of thofe orders. 

All the circumftances of this af- 
fair being thus expofed, the impar- 
tial public will be enabled to ap- 
preciate the principal motive, or rae 
ther pretence, to which his Britan- 
nic Majelty has had recourfe, in or- 
der to give a {cope to his defigns 
againft the Republic. To this we 
may reduce the whole matter: his 
Majefty was informed of a negoe 
ciation which would have taken 
place between a member of the go- 
vernment of one of the provinces, 
and a reprefentative of the Ameri- 
can congrefs ; which negociation in- 
tended to lay the plan of a treaty 
of commerce to be concluded be- 
tween the Republic and the {aid co- 
lonies, casi Jud, that is to fay, that 
in cale the independency of thofe 
colonies fhould be acknowledged by 
the crown of England ; this nego- 
ciation, although conditional, and 
holding by a claufe which depend- 
edonthe anterior a& of his Ma- 
jetty, this negociation, which with 
out the faid aét, or anterior decla- 
ration could not have the- leaft ef- 
fect, was fo mifconftrued by his Ma- 
jelly, and excited his difpleafure to 
{uch a degree, that he thought pro- 
per to require from the states a 
public difavowal and difapprobation, 
ae) 
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as well as a complete punifhment 
and fatisfaction : it was in confe- 
quence, and without the leaft de- 
lay, that their High Mightineffes 
acceded to the firft part of his re- 
=! but the punifhment in- 
ited upon was not within their 
power, and they could not affent to 
it, without ftriking at the root of 
the fundamental conftitution of the 
ftate. The States of the province 
of Holland were the only ones to 
which it pertained lawfully to take 
cognizance of it, and to provide 
thereto by the ordinary means, and 
the authority of the laws. ‘This 
fovereign ftate adhering to the 
maxims which oblige them to re- 
fpeét the authority of the laws, and 
fully convinced that the maintain- 
ing that department in all the inte- 
grity and impartiality which are in- 
feparable from it, is the firmeft ba- 
fis of the fupreme power ; that fove- 
reign ftate, obliged by what is held 
mott facred, to defend and protect 
the rights and privileges of its fub- 
jets, could not forget itfelf fo far 
as to fubmit to the will of his Bri- 
tannic Majefty, by attempting to 
overturn thofe rights and privileges, 
and exceeding the limits prefcribed 
by the fundamental laws of its go- 
vernment: thefe laws required the 
ntervention of the judicial depart- 
ment, and thofe were the means 
which the above {tates refolved to 
ufe, by requiring on this object, the 
advice of the court of juftice, efla- 
blifhed in their province. 

By an adherence to this method 
it was, that, before the eyes of his 
Britannic Majefty, the Englith na- 
tion, and all Europe, were dif- 
played the unalterable principles of 
that jultice and equity which form 
the leading feature of the Dutch 
conftitution, and which, in fo im- 
portant a part of public adminiitra- 
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tion, we mean that whieh c¢ 

the exercife of the jufticiury peer 
will for ever ferve as a bulwark a. 
gainft whatever could militate with 
the fecurity and independence of a 
free nation. It was alfo by thefe 
means, and by following this road 
that, far from precluding jutftice, - 
evading the punifhment required, q 
free courfe, on the contrary, has 
been laid open to a regular procefs, 
conformably to the conttitutional 
principles of the Republic; and by 
the fame reafon, in fhort, depriv. 
ing the court of London of any pre. 
tence to complaint of a denial of 
juftice, care has been taken to an- 
ticipate the leaft fhadow, or appear. 
ance of reafon, which might have 
authorifed that court to make re- 
prifals ; to which, neverthelef;, it 
has had recourfe without {cruple, in 
a manner equally odious and un- 
jut. 

To thefe ends, and fince, after 
the repeated outrages and heavy 
loffes which the fubjects of this Re- 
public muft have experienced from 
his Britannic Majeity, their High 
Mightineffes find themfelves fare 
thermore provoked, and affailed by 
his aforefaid Majefty, and compell- 
ed to ufe thofe means which they 
have in hand, in order to defend 
the precious rights of their liberty 
and independence ; they entertain 
the firmett hope that the Lord of 
Holts, the God of their fathers, 
who, by the palpable diredtion of 
Providence, fupported and carried 
this Republic through the greatel 
dangers, will blefs the means which 
they have determined to employ, 
by crowning the juflice of their 
arms, with the ever triumphant al 
fiftance of his omnipotent protec: 
tion ; whilft their High Might 
neffes will ardently figh after the 
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neighbour and old ally, | but now 
their enemy, recalled to fentiments 
more moderate and equitable, And 
it isat that period, where their High 
Mightinefles will improve all the 
opportunities which, coufonant with 
the honour and independence of a 
free (tate, may tend to a reconci- 
ation between them and their old 
friend and ally. 

Thus given and fettled in the af- 
fembly of their High Mightineiles, 
our jords the States General of the 
United Provinces, at the Hague, the 
joth day of March, 1781. 

Signed, Coca Haarran, Vt. 

By command, H. Facet. 





a Pp . 2 ’ 
Memorial ef the States General, to the 
Court of Stockholm. 


Stockholm, March 6. 
Baron Van Lynden, Envoy extraord:- 
nary from the States General of the 
United Provinces at this court, has 
lately held a conference with count 
Ulrich Schiefler, minifter and fecre- 
tory of fate for the foreign depart- 
ment, towhom he delivered the fol- 


lowing Mewxorial : 


HE underwritten envoy ex- 

4 traordinary from their High 
Mightineffes the States General of 
the United Provinces, to his Ma- 
jety the King of Sweden, in pur- 
fwance of an expre{s order from his 
maiters, has the honour to propofe 
to his Swedifh Majetty, 

That their High Mightineffes 
having acceded, by their refolution 
of the zoth of November, 1780, to 
the treaty of armed neutrality, in 
conformity to the invitation of the 
horthern powers; and placing the 
moit perfect confidence in the power, 
Magnanimity, and fidelity of their 
eins — royal Majeities, for the 
me 7m Dee their engagements, and 

a aiming of their dignity, by 
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accomplifhing a work fo glorioufly 
undertaken, namely, the liberty of 
the feas, and freedom of naviga- 
tion for all neutral nations, were not 
deterred by the confideration of the 
confequences, which that acceffion 
and declaration might be produc- 
tive of to the Republic, from the part 
of the belligerent powers. But their 
High Mightineffes have declared in 
favour of this acceflion and decla- 
ration, in relying implicitly on the 
fentiments of their imperial and 
royal Majellies, whom they alfo 
acquainted in due time, of the mea- 
fures taken in confequence thereof. 
‘That the event has alfo juttified 
their requilition, in regard to the 
Britith court; fince the minitter of 
the latter, after his fruitlefs endea- 
vours to thwart the acceffion to the 
alliance, took the refolution, on the 
firft notice he had of it, to fpeak in 
a ftrain truly unprecedented, and 
ill fuited to the mutual regard which 
the refpective fovereigns owe to each 
other: without fo much as grant. 
ing to the Republica fufficient time 
to confider on the matter, accord- 
ing to the political fyftem of the 
Republic, which his Britannic Ma- 
jelty is fully acquainted with; the 
Englith minifter infificd, neverthe- 
lefs, upon an immediate and {peedy 
fatisfa¢tion, and the punifhment of 
a pretended offence, occafioned by 
the difcovery of a negociation with 
North America, without receiving, 
as an ample fatisfaction, the pro- 
vifional anfwer, nor the formal dif- 
avowal of their High Mightineffes 
of a negociation, of which (as ac- 
knowledged even by his Britannic 
Majeily) they had not the leaf 
fhare, or knowledge: of a nego- 
ciation, relating to a pretended 
treaty, which, in itfelf, {ufficiently 
denotes, from its terms, only the 
{ketch of an eventual treaty enter- 
ed into by private perfons, with- 
(1) our 





out being formally authorifed there- 
to by the body of the magittrates 
of Amfterdam, or by the itates of 
the province of Holland, and much 
lefs by the States General, whole 
members are alone authorifed to 
enter into engagements in the name 
of the Republic. 

The Britifh miniiter went even 
fo far as to refufe noticing the re- 
folution, by which the province of 
Holland (the only one concerned) 
was required to deliberate, how far 
the laws of the country might give 
authority to profecute the perfons 
accufed, and punifh them; a for- 
mality, without which no punith 
ment can be inflicted, neither in 
England nor in this Republic, or any 
other country. Nay, the faid mi- 
nifter went fo far as to threaten, that 
in cafe of a refufal, his fovereign 
would adopt fuch means, as to pro- 
cure himfelf that fatisfaftion. It 
was, at the fame time, refolved to 
attack the Republic by furprize, and 
fo far haften the meafures taken to 
begin hotlilities, that lord Stormont, 
making ufe of vain pretences, would 
not fo much as accept from count 
Welderen, the aforefaid declaration; 
and anfwered, under his hand, 
*¢ That he (Stormont) could no 
Jonger look upon him as the minifter 
of a friendly power, after having of- 
ficially acquainted him of his king’s 
manifefto: whilft this very mani- 
feito (and this fhould be noted) was 
delivered into the hands of count 
Welderen, only an hour before the 
time appointed by lord Stormont, 
the preceding day, for giving him 
audience. That, moreover, altho’ 
no mention ts made ia the mani- 
fello alluded to, of the Republic 
accecing to the treaty of the armed 
neutrality (which it was of the ut- 
mof importance to pafs over in 
hb ence, it neverthelefs appears cleare- 
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ly, to the penetrating eye of your 
Majetty, as well as to all Euro 
if the whole proceedings are > 
tended to, am the time and man. 
ner in which the Manifetto was pub. 
lifhed, that the hatred, occafioned 
by the Republic acceding to the 
confederation of armed neutrality, 
is the true motive of his Britih 
Majetty’s refentment, and the only 
one that could excite him to ap 
open attack againft the Republic, 
by feizing, at once, upon a great 
number of Dutch merchantment, 
and fome fhips of war. Befides, 
that the aforefaid Manifefto, known 
to your Majefty, fufficiently dif. 
plays the caufe of England’s dif- 
pleafure ; the more fo as amongf 
the pretences made ufe of to var. 
nifh over the hoftilities againft the 
Republic, it is faid, that it had 
taken a neutral part: without the 
cabinet of St. James’s deigning to 
Obferve, that fuch anfwer was in- 
fulting to the neutral powers, who 
are perfectly acquainted with the 
treaties now in force between Eng- 
jand and the Republic ;.and that 
the latter.could not be charged with 
an intention of entering into an 
alliance with a power not lawfully 
neuter in the prefent contelt, and 
without obferving that this liberty 
of negociating had been put be- 
yond al! doubt, by England itfelf ; 
fince, by fufpending in April 1780, 
the eilects of the treaty pailed 1n 
1674, the Englith have manifelted 
their intent of looking henceforth 
upon the Republic as a_neutta 
power, no ways privileged by an} 
treaty. 

That for the reafons here * 
hove mentioned, the animofity 
Great Britian appears ftill more com 
{picuous, from the ill-grounded * 
proach contained in the faid 
seftoagainit this Republic, mae 
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Hich Mightinefles had encouraged 
the exportation of naval ftores tor 
France, by fufpending the ul ual du- 
ties on thofe commodities, whilit it 
is known to all the world, that fuch a 
fufpenfion has never taken place, 
and that the Republic bad a right to 
export thofe commodities, not only 
agreeably to the treaty in 1674, but 
alfo in conformity to the principles 
laid down by the neutral powers in 
the convention of armed neutrality. 
That confequently it would be need- 
lefs to enter any tarther into the me- 
rits of the faid Manitcito ; as his 
Swedifh Majetty has it in his power 
to appreciate himfelf its value, and 
muit, moreover, be tully perfuaded 
that the line of conduct purfued by 
their High Mightineffes fince the be- 
ginning of thetroubles with America, 
san evident proot, that they have 
never favoured or countenanced the 
revolted colonies ; witne{s the many 
partial condefcenfions in favour of 
England, which were merely gra- 
tuous on the part of their High 
Mightinefles, by circumfcribing the 
trade within their own colonies ; by 
tiling to grant the protection of 
their convoys to veflels laden with 
fhip timber ; and by recalling the 
governor of St. Euttatia on fome 
ui-grounded complaints of the Britifh 
mimitry: condefcenfions which have 
been rewarded by the attack and fei- 
ure of the convoy of count Byland; 
by a violation of the territories of this 
Rep iblic, and by the taking by 
force fome American veflels from 
uacer the very batteries of the ifland 
of St. Martin, 
that their High Mivhtineffes 
hax ing thus faithfully adhered to the 
ge of moderation, it is evident 
iat the refentment of his Britannic 
a arifes merely from their ac- 
nee ™ the treaty of armed neu- 
YS ANG Chat conk 


HuiV, thew 


rr. a, Ff: S-R- & (131) 
High Mightineffes are fully autho- 
rifled to claim the performance ot the 
conditions flipulated in the articles 
Vil. VIII. and LX. of the treaty ot 
armed neutrality, which form the 
bafis of that union and_ alliance 
contracted between their imperial 
and royal Majetties and the Repub. 
lic. ‘Lhatthereforeno obttacles can 
hinder or delay the tultilling of the 
engagements contratied by virtue of 
the faid contederation, of which the 
Republic ought to be confidered as a 
member trom the very moment in 
which their High Mightinetles ac- 
ceded to the fame refolution at the 
Hague; and cifpatched their de. 
claration, in conformity to the faid 
acceflion and convention, to the bel- 
ligerent powers. 

That it their High Mightineffes 
had to complain only of a fingle act 
of offence, or an attack commitred 
againii them, which was likely to be 
redrefled by the triendly interpofition 
of their allies, they would have 
claimed theirintervention ratherthan 
have recourfe to arms ; but as their 
High Mightinefles find themi{elves 
actually and fuddenly attacked ia an 
hottile manner by his Britannic ma- 
jetty, in confequence of, and from 
mere refentment of the above men- 
tioned alliance, they find themtelves 
under the neceflity of repeliing torce 
by force, and to return hoftilities 
for hoftilities ; being fully perfuaded 
that the allied powers will not 
hefitate to make this their common 
caule, and to procure tothe Repub- 
lic due fatisfaction and indemnity for 
the lofles oceafioned by an atteck 
equally unjufi and violent ; and that 
the faid powers will moreover, in 
conjunction with the States General, 
take fuch farther meafures, as the 
exigencies of the prefent circum- 
flances may require. This their 
Hich Michtinefles folicic with great 
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earneftnefs, and rely upen it with fo 
mich more confidence, as they are 
firmly perfuaded, that the generous 
and equitable fentiments, which ac- 
tuate their unpertal and royal Ma- 
jefties, will not foffer them to let the 
Republic tall a victim to a fvttem of 
poh ics, not lefs glorious than tound- 
ed in equity, and eftablithed for the 
fecurity of the rights of neutral na- 
tions ; and efpeci: ally as the Repub. 
lic, if lett fingly expofed to the il- 
quitous and violent attacls of Eng- 
land, would hardly be able to cope 
with that overbearing power, and 
thus run the hazard of becoming to- 
tally ufelets to the {aid confederation. 
For thefe reafons, the under-writ- 
ten envoy extr aordinary, infifting 
on the motives urged here above, 
and tully per fuaded that the ratifica- 
tions of the treaty figned at Peters- 
burgh, will take place as foon as 
pofhible, has the honour, in the name 
und by exprefs order of his mafter 
to claim the pertormance of the en 
ragements ftipulated in the Articles 
Vil, Will. and IX. of the faid 
ticaty, ~ 9 require, in virtue 
thercot, : t fpeedy und adequate af- 
SO inte fr ym his Swedith Majetty, 
whote noble and equitable fent- 
ments, ackie rw ledged by all Furope, 
will not permit him to abandon the 
complete ettablifhment of a fyitem 
worthy the highett praife. 
The friendfbip and affeétion of 
your Majefly towards their high 
Wizhtinefies, leave them no doubt 
o! your Maret v’s willingly granting 
the aififtance wh ich they now claim, 
and alfo promife to the u underwritten 
envoy a {peedy and fatisfactory an- 
fwer, which he folicits the more 
unxioutly, as every moment’s del ly 
muy be attended with heavy and ir- 
reparable loties to the Repub! lic. 
(Sig ned ) 
D. W. Van LYnpen.e 
Stokhelm, February 28, 178s. 


«47> 





P-A'P-.E R'§. 


From the Cari Beran Gazette, 
of March 16, 1761. 


Jo their Excellencies Sir Groner 
BeipGes Ropney, Baronet, and 
Knight of the Moff Honourable Or. 
der of the Bath; and the Honourable 
General oun VauG HAN, Com 
manders in Chi ef of Ais Miajofy's 
Fleets and Armies in the Weft Indies, 


&e. ke, 


The Memortat and Rewmor- 
STRANCE of the MERCHANTS of 
Saint CuristTopuEr, for there 
Sebves, and, as Agents and Faélors, 
for many of the mo? commercial 
“Houses in Great Britain and 
IRELAND. 


a R Excellencies having re- 
tufed the requett of our jormer 
memorial, we have thought it ne 
ceflary to Intrude upon you with a 
fecond application, that we mayinot 
wanting in all due refpect to your 
xcellencies characters; that ott 
wre ceedings may be conduéted with 
that caution and deliberation which 
is confiftent with the equity ot our 
demands ; and that your excellen- 
cies may be made acquainted with 
our farther determination, in cafe 
thofe demands continue to be refuted. 
Wehave already reprefented, that 
Our property, and that of our cov- 
fittuents, fairly bought, under the 
fanétion of aéts of parli. iment, with 
their and our money, has been forci- 
bly taken from us, ‘without our being 
aliowed to mark or number the pack 
ages, and without know ing on what 
hips they were to be loaded. We 
have now to addto that in formatiop, 
that infurances for fome of thofe very 
goods have been ordered to be = 
in England, before the capture of 
the ifland, on fhips engaged for 
purpofe of carrying them te 
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Britain, and now actually in this 
t, As by thefe means our pro- 
ity is wrelted out of our hands, 

and the infurers abfolved trom their 

engagements, we contider your ex- 
cellencies, and thofe employed under 
you, as anfwerable for all rifques 
whatever of fea, as well as the ene- 
my, until the delivery of our goods 
into the hands of our reipective cor- 
re(pondents in England ; and your 
excellencies will not be furprized at 
our ufing all the means which the 
laws of our country have provided 
for us to feck redrets. ——'lhis is a 
duty we owe to ourfelves, our tami- 
lies, our creditors, and ourconititu- 
ents, however difagreeable it mutt 
be to have any difputes with gentle- 
men, whom we have always contider- 
ed as the protectors of our perfons 
and fortunes. In this application 
for ourfelves, we with it to be under- 
food, that the property ef all the 
inhabitants of the captured iilands is 
included, that may have been torci- 
bly taken off from St. Euttatius, in 
the fame manner that our’s have been. 

Their produce was brought and our’s 

purchafed there, under the fan¢tion 

of acts of parliament ; and in what- 
ever light men of your high rank 
and elevated ftations may confider 

Juchauthorities, we have been taught 

to look up to them with reverence 

and veneration, and have always un- 
éerflood, that even his Majetty can- 
hot difpenfe with them ; confequent- 
ly cannot delegate fuch a power to 

OlocTs, 
ln regard to the European goods, 

now im our itores, and in the hands 

of our factors at St. Euftatius, we 
imtreat your excellencies to deter- 
mine their fate as foon as poifible ; 
and, thould there be a general con- 
cation, and the proceeds to remain 
i agents hands, or the goods de- 
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tained from us, till his Majeity’s 
pleature is known ;—we beg leave to 
reprefent, that we confider ourfelves 
as no ways obliged 10 reft fatisfied 
with fuch fales or detention, but, on 
the contrary, will feek all lawful re- 
drefs, in this country and in Eng- 
land, again{t your excellencies, and 
allemployed to take them out of our 
pofletiion, or who prevent our re- 
moving or difpoting of them in fuch 
a manner, that they may fell tor 
their tull value. 

As it is not only neceffary to the 
fecurity of our rights, but alfo in 
contormity with your excellencies 
defire, that we fhould produce inven- 
tories of all our effects at Sr. Eutta- 
tius, we doubt not but your excel- 
lencies will readily furnith us with 
the means of procuring them. We 
have therefore to requeft of your 
excellencies, that, in order to 
enable us, and our partners and 
fa€tors at St. Euftatius, to afcertain 
the amount of the goods already 
fhipped off by authority of your ex- 
cellencies, and of what may here- 
after be taken from us, you would 
be pleafed to permit duch an inter- 
courfe perfonal, and by correfpon 
dence between us and them, as may 
facilitate a meafure fo neceflary to 
give the laws of our country their 
proper courfe ; and as your’ ex- 
cellencies, in reply to our former 
memorial, were pleafed to refer 
us. to that channel, we have 
fiill an additional reafon to ex- 
pect that this requeft will be com- 
plied with. 

And as the inhabitants of the 
captured iflands, in whofe behalf we 
alfoclaim, have confiderable property 
on board of Dutch veflels, now in 
Sr. Euftatius road, which we are in- 
formed, are under your excellencies 
orders for England ;—we think it 

(I 3) highly 
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highly proper we fhould here requetft 
vour excellencies to direct that all 
papers, particularly the certificates 
relating to fuch property, be tranf- 
mitted to Enyland, by each veflel, 
and that the principal officers ot 
each fhip be likewile fent home, to 
prove the fhipment and property of 
fuch goods, in compliance with his 
Majetty’s inflructions. 

We fhall farther ufe the treedom 
toreprefent to your excellencies one 
ferrous bad confequence that may 
arife to Britith fubjects, from the 
meafures threatened by your excel- 
lencies, if put in execution, It 1S 
impothible for many of Us to be more 
effectually ruined by future events 
than by the prefent ; but our more 
wealthy conttituents, and the nation 
sit large, may futler trom the example 
det by your execllencies to other 
» wwers til by the fate of war thefe 
itiands fhould tall into the hands of 
an enraged enemy, there will be a 
pretext torthem to retaliate, and con- 
fifvage private property ; —fuch tleps 
will totally deprive us of the means 
of paying our generous creditors in 
England, and be the caufe of nu- 
merous bankruptcies there. Thus 
there will be ruin inflicted on the 
very people in the mother country, 
who are, with unparalleled liberali- 
ty, fubfenibing tO tupport the war, 
and the principal pillars of the ftate 
will fall tothe ground. ‘The con. 
querors of all civilized nations have 
ever hud an eye to this, and both 
motives of humanity and policy, pre- 
ferved the property of individuals. 
One inttance lircly happened to the 
contrary : Grenada having been 
tuken by florm, without capitulation, 
was at the merey of the conquerors, 
Though the count d’Ettaien did not 
feize the property ot individuals, 
yet he rlued edicts to prevent pay- 
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and difplaced agents of abfentees, by 
appointing truttees to receive the pro. 
duce of the ettates. ‘Thofe meafures 
oceafioned an univerfal Clamour 
among the enlightened part of the 
French nation, who carried remop. 
itrances to the throne of an abfolute 
Monarch, and count d’Eitaign’s 
conduct Was feverely reprobated 
his edicts refeinded, — and the 
inhabitants put upon the fame 
looung with French fubjects in that 
land. 

It is fo far from our inclination to 
give any trouble to your excellen- 
cies, that it is with reluétance we 
have once more trefpatled Upon your 
attention; but as we were afking for 
a right, and not foliciting a favour, 
and as that right is of the greatett 
Importance to Us, we not only hope 
that we fhall ttand excufed to your 
excellencies, but that you will, upon 
farther reflection, comply with our 
jait requeft. 

‘The above Memorial and Remon. 
ttrance was prefented to their 
exccllencies Admiral Rodney and 
General Vaughan, by John 
Glanville, Efq. his Majeity’s Soe 


licitor-a neral, 


Adniral Rodney's Anfwver to the 
Merchants of St. Chriftopher. 


S IR George Brydges Rodney 
w) =prefents his compliments to 
Mr. Glanville, and as his whole 
time has been fo fully employed on 
his Majeity’s and the public’s fer- 
vice, as not to allow him as yet, 
leifure to perufe the memorial he 
delivered to him, he muft excule 
him, if till he has perufed it, and 
contidered it attentively, he cannot 
give an anfwer thereto ; but owns 
himfelf furpifed that gentlemen, 
who call themfelves fubjects and 

merchants 
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hants of Great Britain, fhould, 
in their power to lodge 


mere 
when it was ower 
their effects in the British iflands to 


windward, where they were under 
rotection of the Britifh laws and 
the Britifh flag, fend them to lee- 
ward, to the ifland of St. Euttatius, 
where, in the eye of common reafon 
and common fenfe, they could only 
be lodged as a depofit to fupply the 
neceflities of their King and their 
country’s enemics. 

The ifland of St. Euftatius was 
Dutch, everything in it was Dutch, 
every thing was under the protection 
of the Dutch flag, and that, as Dutch 
it hall be treated, is the firm refo- 
lution of a Britifh Admiral, who 
has no view whatever, but to do the 


duty he owes his king and country!” 





To the King’s Moft Excellent Mayefy. 
The Petition of the UV cft India Planters 

and Merchants. 

Moft humbly Jheweth, 
HAT your petitioners have 
very confiderable property, 
and debts due to them, in the feveral 
iflandsin the Weft Indies, fubject to 
the crown of Great Britain, as alfo 
in the iflands of Grenada, the Gre- 
nadines, Dominica, and St. Vin- 
cent, Which have, in the courfe of 
the prefent hottilinies, fallen under 

the dominion of France. 
_ That they have always conceived 
itto be a maxim among civilized 
nations, ettablifhed in humanity and 
found policy, *¢ that war fhould be 
‘ carned on with the leatt poflible 
injury to private property, tound 
inany countries or towns, which 
may be invaded or conquered "a 
the happy eftects of which wife prin- 
“ple your petitioners have hitherto 
“xperienced in the fecurity of their 
eitates and effects from rapine and 
Plunder, which have been recipro- 
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cally difcountenanced by the gover- 


nors in the Weit Indies, as ruinous 
to individuals, and productive of no 
decifive advantage to any of the {o- 
vereign ftates concerned, 

Your petitioners are therefore fe- 
rioufly alarmed at the general feizure 
made by the commanders of your 
Majetty’s fea and land forces, of 
goods, merchandize, and fpecie, 
found in the iflands of St. Euttatius 
and st Martin, on their furrender- 
ing, without refiftance, and at dif- 
cretion, to the faid commanders ; 
humbly conceiving, that the inha- 
bitants of places, which fubmit to 
the will, and furrender themf{elves 
to the difcretion of an invading ene 
my, immediately upon fuch fubs 
miffion, become the fubjects of that 
fovereign, or flate, to whom the 
victorious army belonys ; and, cone 
fequently, by their allegiance, are 
entitled to fecurity in their perfons 
and property ; it being as repug- 
nant to policy as humanity, to per- 
mit one clafs of fubjects to plunder 
another, the trader having an equal 
claim with the foldier to the protec- 
tion of government. 

Your petitioners humbly beg leave 
to reprefent to your Majefty, thae 
thofe Dutch illands did belong toa 
fovercign ilate, by whofe authority 
and permiffion they were made, and 
have ever fince been, free ports ; and 
that they have been recognized as 
fuch by Great Britain, and all the 
other maritime powers of Europe, 
who have poffetlions in the Weft 
Indies. 

That Great Britain, in particular, 
has never interdi¢icd, or prohibited, 
to her fubjects, the trade of thofe 
Dutch iflands, but has, on the con- 
trary, permitted the exportation of 
great quantities of various articles of 
goods of the growth, produce, and 
manufacture of this country, which 
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have been regularly and openly en- 
tered owt, at the feveral ports in 
this kingdom, for the faid Dutch 
iflands. 

That an act was paffed latt feffion 
of parbament, for removing any le- 
val doubts anfiag out ot the Naviga- 
non Aét, rel pe cling th IM portat n 
ort bacco ot the yrowih of the co- 
lonies in North America, which, 
having efcaped Briuth capture, had 
been imported from the colonies in 
rebellion, into thofe Dutch iflands, 
ceclarig and enacting, **that fuch 
** tobaccomight be legally imported 
** fromthoie, or any other neutral 
# iilands, into any Briwth land, 
¢ and trom thence into Great Eri- 
¢¢ tain :” by which act, the trace 
tothe faid iflands of Sr. buttatius 
and St. Martin, which had always 
been in many refpects lega!, became 
an ob.cct of public encouragement, 
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trict conitrucuion of law feeimed for- 
pik rly fo authorize. 

‘That fince the puffing the fiid aét, 
and even betere, during the prefent 
rebellion, a great part of the to- 
neceflary tor the 
confumpt nant revenue of Great 
Britain, h ly be a Wayy rted threo eh 
that channel, to the inanilefl benefit 
oft] 
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quently, have been deprived of the 
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ward iflands, parti¢vlarly in the 
years 1777 and 1778, when the 
lands of Antigua and St. Ohviflo 
pher would have fuffered all the mie 
fevies of actual famine, had not the 

drawn trom St. Euttatius thofe {up 
plies which they formerly received 
trom North America, 

‘that, fince the capture of Gre. 
nada, the Grenadines, Dominica, 
and St. Vincent, thole iflands have 
been principally fuppl ed with the 
feveral necettaries tor their coniump- 
tion, and tor+he cultivation of ther 
plantadons, through the mediumof 
St. Eutlatius, andthat many Britith 
fubjecis, having property in thofe 
captured itlands, have been obliged 
to ellablith houfes of trade in the 
faid itland of St. Luflatius, for the 
expreis purpofe ot fupplying thofe 
iilinds, and have cidesed various 
articles to be thipped for Se. Kutta. 
tius from Great britain as well as 
from btolland. 

‘} bat the great wantof plantation 
{tores, and other neceflaries, in thefe 
captured lands, bas ualfo obliged 
many of the planters to fhip, from 
time to time, a great part of the 
produce of their plantations to ot 
Fuitatius, for the purpoie of pure 
chafing fuch plantation flores and 
HNCce liaries. 

that many of your Majeily’s 
faithful d loyal fubjects, on the 
taith of Great Britain having ft 
cocnized tue {Ks ce . have fettied as 
ecueral tradersin thote Dutch tilands, 
and have confiderable property i 
voods, merchandize, and money, 
the faid iflands ; and that others of 
your Majetty’s mot famthiul and 
loyal fub ects, as agents for te 

Match as well as Brinth merchants 


in thofe ilands, have fhipped coma 
derable quai tit es of go d3 und mete 
chandize on account of the faidmet 
chants. 


That 








rUBLIC 
That thofe Dutch iflands, part- 
colarly St. Euitatius, have theretore 
been, and ought to be confidered 
gs free ports, open to all the world, 
where the fubyects of all itates m 
amity with Holland were equally 
welcome, where the goods imported 
by the ha: d of commerce were at 
open market, ready to be fold to 
the bet bidder, without favour and 
afeGtion, without any partial or po- 
litical attachment or predilection to 
any of the powers at war, without 
revard to any other object than that 
of mercantile profit, which is the 
fpring and toul of all commerce 
whatever ; and that the value of 
the fad ilands to that fovereign 
power to which they belonged, as 
weil as to your Majetty’s fubjects 
and other nations, confitted in their 
being univerfal open marts, and not 
in the inconliderable production of 
their foil, 
Your petitioners humbly beg leave 
10 repsefent to your Majefty, that, 
a avery coniiderable part of the 
property found inthofe Dutch iflands 
wuil neceflarily belong to many of 
your Mayeity’s mott taithtul and 
loyal {ubjects, trom the caufes above 
tated, fo there are likewife others 
of your Wajeltys fubjects refiding 
in Great Britain, and the Britifh 
Leeward Iilands, who are large cre- 
dors of the Dutch and Britith mer- 
chants in thofe Dutch itlands, not 
only On account of goods and mer- 
chancize, openly and avowedly 
hipped by them, as the agents of 
the tard merchants, but alfo in re- 
‘pect of dealings and engagements, 
antecedent to, and unconneétcd 


with, the trade carried on by fuch 
ther debtors in thofe iflands. 

_ ith re{pect to the property found 
in the laid iflands, belonging to the 
woyects of the flates of Holland, or 
*Y other of your Majetty’s ene- 


‘ 
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mies, your petitioners having alrea- 
dy tated what they humbly conceive 
to be the humane and political prac- 
tice of war, feel themfelves im- 
pelled, by the principle of gratitude, 
to prefent to your royal view the 
conduct of the commanders of the 
French King’s forces, and of the 
court of France, in the cafe of the 
conqueft of the iflands of Grenada 
and the Grenadines, 

When the ifland of Grenada, af- 
terhaving made a zealous but un- 
fucceisiul defence againft the ¢ne- 
my’s force, furrendered at difcre- 
tion, there was no plunder allowed, 
except on the Hofpital Hill, which 
was taken by florm, and where the 
fimall effects that were lodged necef- 
farily tell, in furore belli, tothe firfk 
of the affailants who could lay their 
hands upon them. ‘The goods and 
merchandize in the town of St. 
George, in that ifland, to a very 
large amount, not merely intended 
for the ufe.and confumption of the 
ifland, but for the general market 
of the Wett Indies, remained un- 
touched, and every fpecies of pro- 
perty whatever was left evitinns 
even the goods upon the keys and 
beach in various parts of the ifland. 

‘There were indeed certain ordis 
nances iffued by the French gover- 
nor, on taking poffeffion of the faid 
ifland, by which the produce of all 
plantations belonging to abfentees 
was to be fequettered until a peace, 
and the payment of all debts bes to 
your Majetty’s fubjects, refiding in 
any part of your rym ch domi- 
pions, was prohibited under pain of 
inilirary execution. But, on the 
application of the partics interefted 
to the court of France, thofe ordi- 
nances were immediately revoked “ 
his Mott Chriftian Majefty, and all 
perfons whatever, whether prefent 
or abfent, were fecured in the full 

poffetfion 
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pofleffion of their eftates and ef- 
teéts : his mo& Chriltian Majetty 
having been pleafed, at the fame 
time, to exprefs his difapprobation 
of thofe ordinances, ‘* as tending 
** to injure civil contracts, which 
** are founded on the law of na- 
** ture, and which form the moftt 
** facred bond of fociety, being the 
** principal fource of that recipro- 
** cal communication and inter- 
** courfe fubfifting between the fub- 
** jeéts of all nations ; to which 
** contracts, and to private proper- 
** ty in general, the practice of 
‘* war, aniong civilized ftates, has 
‘* ever had the molt tender re- 
** gard.” 

Your petitioners likewife, with 
pleafure reflect, that your Majetty, 
in the very beginning of your reign, 
gave a ftriking example of cle- 
mency upon the capture of Domi- 
nica, the inhabitants of which ifland 
were fettled there, again{t exprefs 
treaties, unacknowledged by any 
fovereign, profefling neutrality, yet 
exercifing hoftilities againit your 
Majetty’s fubjects ; and, when fum- 
moned to fubmit to your Majelty’s 
arms, not only refufed to furrender, 
but, provoking an aflault, were re- 
duced fword in hand.—Yet, by your 
Majefty’s wifdom and generolity, 
the inhabitarts of that ifland were 
preferved in the pofleflion of all 
their property. 

Your petitioners do not conceive, 
that thofe defencelefs Dutch iflands 
were furprifed, and taken poffefiion 
of, by your Majeity’s arms for the 
fake of inglorious {poil, but merely 
with a view to great political ob- 
jeets in conducting the prefent ho- 
itilities againit the combined ene- 
mies of Britain, by depriving them, 
in future, of the convenience and 
advantage of thofe marts. They 
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have ever confidered Greae Britain 
as priding herfelf in aéts of gene. 
rofity and humanity, not lef than 
in brilliant atchievements of valour 
in war: and they are confident, 
that your Majeity will not permit 
the Britifh name to be ftained by 
a departure from that line of con. 
du&t, which has hitherto fo pecu- 
liarly characterifed this nation, and 
her facred regard to the rights of 
mankind. 

They beg leave to repeat to your 
Majefty, that the confifcation of 
private property in thofe Dutch 
iflands would grievoufly affeé many 
of your Majelty’s moft faithful and 
loyal fubjects, who have traded 
there under the fanétion of our 
laws, or who are creditors of mer- 
chants in the faid iflands; and, at 
the fame time, to ftate to your Ma- 
jefty their apprehenfions, that fuch 
a meafure, fo far as it would injure 
the property of the fubjects of the 
enemy, mutt neceffarily tend to in- 
creafe the calamities of war, by ex- 
citing defperate refiftance, by ex- 
afperating our foes againft the trad- 
ing inhabitants of thofe  iflands 
which may hereafter be obliged to 
fubmit to their arms, and by cfta- 
blithing a predatory fyftem, de- 
ftruétive and ruinous in its confe- 
quences to individuals, and ‘of no 
folid benefit to the feveral ftates 
concerned. 


’ Your petitioners, therefore, do 
molt humbly, but fervently, 
pray, that your Majefty will 
be gracioufly pleafed to take 
the premifes into your ferious 
confideration, and remove the 
apprehenfions of your pet 
tioners, by adopting fuch mea- 
fures, on the prefent occafion, 


as to your Majeity, in your 
; great 
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great wifdom, jultice, and cle- Admiralty - 2,000 
mency, {hail feem meet. 1779 Secretaries — 21,000 

din th . Treafury -— 3,000 
Signed by order, and in the name, Commander in chief 500 
and on the behalf of the Wett Admiralty — 1,000 
India planters and merchants, 1780 Secretaries — 23,000 
WILLIAM CRICHTON, Treafury oe 800 

Chairman of oe eee Admiralty — 1,300 
on this {pecial bulinels. Commander in chief  8c0 
London, April 6, 1781. The following is a ftate of the 


improvement made in fome of the 
new taxes, with the receiptof 1780, 
An Account of the Sums expended in See being greater than that of 1779, 





cret Service during the Years 1778, by . f: 
1779, and 1780. Servants tax _- 26,000 
ie Houfe duty — 29 500 
1778 Secretaries of tate 27.500 5 cent. Cuftom and Excife 78,000 
Firft lord of treafury 3,200 Stamps new — 11,100 
Commander in chief 4,800 Potting — — 29,000 








Ax Account of the Perpetual Taxes laid on fince the Commencement of the War 
avith America. 
Computed Produce per Annum. 





1776. f. 
Stamps on deeds, —- 30,000 
Ditto on newfpapers, —— 18,000 
Ditto on cards, 6,000 
Additional duty on coaches, —— 19,000 














73,000 
1777. 
Tax on fervants, —_— —_———- 105,300 
Stamps, —__—_ ——— = 55,000 
Additional duty on glafs ome 45,0C0 
Duty on fales by auction, — = 37,000 
242,000 
1778. 
Tax upon houfe rents, — —— 264,000 
Additional duty on wines, oem 72,000 
336,000 
1779» 
A tax upon taxes, viz. an additional furcharge of 
5 per cent. on cuftoms and excife, - 314,000 
A tax upon pott-horfes, ——! 164,000 





478,000 
1780, 
An additional tax upon malt, — —_ 310,000 
An additional duty on Britith low wines, — | 20,617 
Ditto on Britith {pirits  —— ———- 45557 


—_—_—-- ---— 


Carried 5655174 
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Brought over 365,174 











An additional duty on brandy, “= 35,310 
Ditto on rum, — See a 70,958 
Second additional duty on wines, —_— 72,000 
Additional duty on coals exported, —_— 12,899 
Additional 5 per cent. on the above laid taxes, 46,139 
Additional duty upon falt, ——— 69,000 
Additional ttamp duties, --— — —— 21,000 
Duty on licences to fell tea, -—— — 9,082 
——— 70] 
1751. _— 


Five per cent. on excife, except malt, foap, can- 











dies, and hides, —~—--= 150,000 
Difcount of the cuftoms, — — 167,000 
Tobacco, 1d. three farthings per pound, —— 61,000 
Sugar, halfpeany per pound, — — 326,000 

Since laid, —————e — 704,000 
Duty on paper, Coen opmme 100,060 
Duty on almanacks —_——-—— -_-— 10,000 


a OL0C0 
2,644,616 
The exact national debt up to July 5, 1781, 1s 177,2-6,000l. 
The annual intereit raifed on the public is 6,812,000. 
So far the funded debt, and the taxes laid, in order to difcharge the 
intereft to the public creditors. The debt unfunded may be com- 


uted as here under : 
Navy debt on the 1it of January, 1782, about 9,000,000 











Army extraordinaries, 3,000,000 
Vote of credit of lait {fefion, -—— —— = 1,000,000 
Ordnance debi, —_—— 1,000,000 
Money to be voted for Navy extras, — 1,600,000 
Exchequer vills in circulation, about — 4,0 C,¢CO 
Borrowed from the Bank of England, — 2,00°,0c0 


——= 21,000,000 





Suppofe, when this fum comes to be funded, 
that the loan or bargain with the public, may, 
as it has for the two or three lat years, be nego- 
ciated at 5 1-half per cent. the annual interett 
so be paid on twenty-one millions will be — 1,155,000 

RECAPITULATION. 
Principal funded on the sth of July, 1781, 177,206,000 
Principal which will remain unfunded on the 

frit of January, 1782, ————= 21,000,000 
Total of the national debt on faid laft men- 

tioned day, -_-—— —- 


Interest paid, for which provifions have 


I 38, 208,000 





been made by taxes, sth July, 1781, 6,889,000 
Intere it tobe paid for the debts notyet funded, 


which will Rand due on the sof January, 1782, 1,155,000 
———— -—— 8,044,008 
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So that on the firft of January, 
1382, the national debr, funded and 
unfunded, will amount to one hun- 
dred and ninety-eight millions, and a 
confiderabte fraction, and the inte- 
ret to eight millions, which 1s nearly 
double to what was paid by the 


P 
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people, in taxes, previoufly to the 
breaking out of the prefent war, 
the annual intereft, on the firft of 
January, 1776, being in or about 
four millions three hundred thoufand 


pounds. 





Whitehall, Sept. 22, 1781. 
Capitulation of the Ifland of Tobago, 


received from Lieutenant-governor 
Fergufor. 
(TRANSLATION. ] 
Capitulation of the Iland of Tobage, 
beteveen the Comte de Graffe, come 
manding the naval forces of his moft 
Chrifiian Mayjefy, and the Mar- 
uis de Bouille, commandant-gene- 
ral of the French Windward Iflands 
in America, on the one part; and 
the honourable George Fergufon, 
Efy. com mander in chief of the 
ifland of Tobago; and the honour- 
able mayor Stanhope, commanding 
his Britannic Majefly’s forces tu the 
faid land, on the other part. 


Art, I, HE governor, ftaff 

and other officers, 
of the troops, and foldiers, of the 
garrifon of the ifland of Tobago, 
thall march out of the redoubt and 
forts, with the honours of war, and 
hallafterwarcs lay down their arms, 
the officers excepted, 

Il. The officers and troops fhall 
be afterwards fent to France, ex- 
cept fuch officers as fhall have per- 
mifion from the French general to 
femain in the Windward Iflands of 
America, on parole. 

The wives and children of the 
oops fhall follow the fame detti- 
bation. 

lll. The inhabitants of the ifland 

1 preferve their civil govern- 
ment, laws, cuftoms, and ordinan- 


| 


ces ; and the fame perfons who now 
adminifter juftice, fhall be conti- 
nued in their funétions until the 
peace, as long as they conduct them- 
felves properly. 

The court of Chancery fhall be 
held by the members of the coun- 
cil, in the form eftablithed by the 
laws, cultoms, and ordinances, un- 
der which the ifland is governed, 
until the peace; but the appeals 
from the faid court fhall be made 
to the council of his moft Chriftian 
Majefty. | 

IV. The inhabitants, in general, 
of the faid ifland, and the clergy, 
fhall be protected in the enjoyment 
of their eftates, and of every thing 
in their pofleffion of whatfoever na- 
ture it may be, as weil as of their 
privileges, rights, honours, and ex- 
emptions. They fhall have the free 
exercife of their religion, and the 
clergy fhall enjoy their benefices. 

The free negroes and mulattoes, 
fhall be maintained in their liberty, 
but no flave thall be franchifed, in 
future, without permiffion from the 
governor-general, conformably to 
the cuftoms eftablifhedin the French 
colonies. 

V. The inhabitants thall pay no 
other taxes to his moft Chriftian 
Majefty than they paid to his Bri- 
tannic Majetty. 

The expences attending the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, the allow- 
ances to the clergy, and other or- 
dinary charges, to be defrayed by 
the colony. 

Mer- 
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Merchandizes exported from the 
colony, fhall pay the fame duties 
to the revenue, as are paid in the 
French colonies. The duties, on 
entry, fhall be the fame. 

The inhabitants fhall enjoy all 
the commercial privileges granted 
by his moft Chriltian Majetty in his 
Windward Iflands in America. 

VI. The inhabitants fhall not be 
liable to pay the contribution of 
3200 half-johannes required and 
agreed to be, by the provifional ca- 
pitulation ; but the colony fhall be 
atthe expence of re-conitructing the 
buildings which were burnt during 
the fiege, fo that the inhabitants to 
whom they belonged will only con- 
tribute their quota of the faid re- 
conftruction, fo that the whole do 
not exceed 1200 half-joes. 

VII. The effects, and particu- 
larly the flaves, belongjng to the 
inhabitants of this colony, which 
may have been taken during the 
fiege, and which can be recovered, 
fhail be reftored. ‘Thofe which have 
been carried on board any of the 
fhips belonging to the French fqua- 
dron, fhall be landed and delivered 
intothe handsof the provott marfhal. 

N. B. The vefiels and effects on 

board of them, which were 
taken before the ifland furren- 
dered, or after, are not compre- 
hended in this article. 

VIII. ‘The thips, veffels, and dro- 
ghers, belonging to the inhabitants 
of this ifland, thall remain their pri- 
vate property ; but Englith veflels, 
owned by perfons in Europe, or in 
the Englith iflands, fhall be faith- 
fully given up, and furrendered to 
the French governor. 

IX. The inhabitants who are ab- 
fent, even thofe in the fervice of 
his Britannic Majetty, thall be main- 
tained in the poffeflion and enjoy- 
ment of their property, which 
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may be managed by their attornies, 

; X. The inhabitants fhall be ob. 
liged to provide lodgings for the 
troops, Only in cafes of indifpen- 
fable neceflity, as is the cuftom in 
the French iflands, the King lodg. 
ing them in general at his own ex. 
pence, or in buildings that belong 
to him. 

XI. They fhall be obliged to 
furnifh negroes to work upon the 
fortifications, or in any other work 
relative to the King’s fervice, to the 
amount of 400; and the faid ne. 
groes fhall be maintained at the 
King’s expence, while they are fo 
employed. 

XIl. ‘The inhabitants thall take 
the oath of fidelity to his mot 
Chrittian Majetty, before the French 
governor of the ifland of Tobago, 
within the fpace of two days, un- 
der the penalty of forfeiting thex 
property. 

But thofe inhabitants, and par. 
ticularly widows, who on account 
of ficknefs, abfence, or any other 
impediment, cannot do fo within 
the time limited, fhall have a day 
allowed them, which {hall be fig- 
nified to them. 

XIII. The inhabitants fhal! ob 
ferve a ftrict neutrality, and thai 
not be forced to take up arms & 
gainit any other power. 

In confequence of which, (ey 
fhall carry all their arms © the 
chief refidence, where they fhall be 
depofited in the King’s magazines, 
except fuch as the juttice of a 
peace fhall think neceflary on eae 
eltate, to preferve order among the 
negroes ; but the jullice of f 
peace fhall anfwer in perfon for “ 
improper ufe that may be made © 
them, contrary to the tenor of on 
capitulation; and they {hall -_ 
mit to the French governor, WE 
in a certain time, which fhall 
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prefcribed to them, a lift, under 
their own fignatures, of the arms 
which fhall have been left with the 
inhabitants in their refpective di- 
ftricts. 

XIV. The inhabitants of the 
ifand which were not actually, by 
their employments, in the fervice 
of his Britannic Majefty, fhall not 
be reputed prifoners of war. 

XV. Merchant-fhipscoming from 
England, or from any other ftate 
whatfoever, belonging to the inha- 
bitants or merchants of the ifland 
ot Tobago, fhall be received into 
the ports of the faid colony, dur- 
ing the {pace of fix months, with- 
out being confifcated, and fhall be 
_ the property @f the faid 
inhabitants or merchants. 

Referving, after that time, to the 
French governor the right of judg- 
ing of the property of the faid vef- 
els, in confideration of the diftant 
places from whence they fhall come. 
But the faid inhabitants or mer- 
chants fhall have a declaration to 
the diretor of the revenue, of the 
vellels which may be or are con- 
ugned to them, either fingly or in 
partnerfhip, within the fpace of one 
month. 

N.B. Extended to two months. 

_ XVI. The inhabitants in gencral 
‘hall be allowed to difpofe freely of 
‘heir eitates perfonal or real, in the 
enjoyment of which they are main- 
uned, and confequently to fell or 
“ienate them, as they {hall think 


™ . 
E. hey may difpofe equally of their 
antes, and may fend their chil- 
“en to England, or elfewhere, to 


‘¢ rT ° 

es and receive them back 

again. 
i . : 

Ft li. All the artillery, the im- 

Be ents, and things thereto be- 
‘ging, all the arms in general, 


ial Ae ° 
Powder, provifions, and gene- 
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rally all effe&ts whatfoever, build- 
ing#> moveables and immoveables, 
belonging to the king of England, 
fhall be given up to the general of 
the troops of his moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty : inventories fhall be taken 
thereof, and the delivery fhall be 
made with as little delay as pof- 
fible. 

Individuals, who fhall with-hold 
any of the effects above mentioned, 
or any part thereof, or who fhall 
not give in an account of them 
within the fpace of fifteen days, 
fhall be proceeded againft with fe- 
verity. 

XVIII. The inhabitants who fhall 
have any Englith foldiers or failors 


in their houfes, fhall be obliged to 


give information of them in the 
ipace of four days, under the pe- 
nalty of one hundred half-johannes; 
and thofe who fhall favour their 
efcape thalf be proceeded againtt 
with feverity. 
At Tobago, the fecond of June, 
1781. 
Le Marquis pe Bovitue. 
Le Comre pe GRASSE. 
GeorGe FerGcuson. 
H.F.R. Sranuope, 
Major 86th regiment, to 
what relates to the troops 
only. 





Addrefi of Governor Fergufon to the 
Public, relative ta the Capture of 
Tobago. 


HE capitulation of Tobago 

having been publifhed in the 
laft Gazette, without any part of 
my difpatch to the fecretary of ftate, 
which accompanied it, it may be 
expected, that I fhould give the 
public fome account of the fiege 
and capture of that ifland ; and it 
may perhaps be thought the more 


I incume- 
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incumbent upon me to do fo, as 
Sir George Rodney, in his letter 
of the 2gthof June, to the Admi- 
raity, has miftated feveral facts 
refpecting that event, and infinuat- 
ed that it had furrendered without 
making any defence. 

Early on the morning of the 23d 
of May, I received information that 
the enemies fquadron had been feen 
to windward the evening before, 
and that it was then approaching 
the ifland. I inflantly difpatched 
capt. Barnes, of the Rattlef{nake, 
with the intelligence, to Sir George 
Rodney : capt. Barnes was fortu- 
mate enough to find the fleet at Bar- 
badoes, and he delivered my dif. 
patch, on board the Sandwich, at 
twelve o’clock on the night of the 
26th of May. 

About ten o’clock in the morn- 
ing of the 23d, the {quadron brovghit 
to off Minifter Point, hottted French 
colours, and immediately got their 
troops into boats, with an intention 
to land at Minilter Bay ; but find- 
ing the fea very high, and receiv- 
ing fome fhot from a gun at Mi- 
nifter Point, which would have an- 
noyed them in landing, they re- 
turned on board. ‘hey then en- 
deavoured to get into Rockly Bay ; 
but the current carrying them to 
leeward, they went round the welt 
end of the ifland. This fquadron 
confifted of the Pluton, of 74 runs ; 
the Experiment of 50; the Rai- 
lieufe, of 32; the Senfible, a flute, 
of 32; the Eagle, of 14; and four 

floops, under the command of the 
Chevalier d’Albert de Rious. 

Next morning (the 24th) the ene- 
my effected alanding at Great Cour- 
land Bay, with very little lofs; the 
temporary battery there, of three 
eighteen pounders, was almofl en- 
tire!y without cover, and fo injudi- 
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cioufly fituated, that fhips could Gre 
upon theback part of it, before a 
gun from it could bearwpon them, 
Phe Pluton brought to, within four 
hundred yards of this battery, and 
kept up fo conttant a fire, that in 
a very fhoit time the party was 
driven from it, having been {carce. 
ly able to bring a gun to bear upon 
her. But a gun at Black-rock, up- 
der the dircction of major Hamil- 
ton, of the militia, being ata 
greater diflance, continued to fire 
upon the Pluton for a confiderable 
tine, and killed many of her men, 

Upon quitting the battery, our 
troops were potted on the heights, 
upon each fide of the road leading 
from Courlapd to Scarboroogh, w 
harais the enemy in their march; 
but the French gencral, with great 
judgment, heated the defile, and 
leaving the road, afcended the 
height upon his right. He there 
kept his men partly concealed be- 
hind a wood, and fent a party % 
gain fome heights, which were fill 
above him. ‘This advanced party 
exchanged a few thot with fome of 
our regulars; but as they were at 
a confiderable diftance from each 
other, there were only two of our 
people killed. Upon this occafion 
Mr. Collow offered to fet fire to his 
canes, to diftrefs the enemy: but 
fome rain which had fallen in the 
night unfortunately prevented their 
burning fo rapidly as to have that 
effe. Mr. Collow’s magnanmnty, 
however, is not the lefs deferving 
of praife. As the troops were much 
fatigued with the hard duty they 
had undergone, that and the pre- 
ceding day, and as there was like- 
wife reafon to believe, that 
enemy would attempt to cutoff our 
retreat to Concordia, the 


our rendezvons, by detaching Pat 
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of their army round by Mother 
road, it was judged proper to carry 
the troops thither in the evening. 
General Blanchelande, governor 
of St. Vincent’s, who commanded 
the French troops, in the mean 
time difperfed papers amongtt the 
lanters, exprefling furprize at their 
S ferting their houfes, and inform- 
ed them, that their plantations 
would be plundered and confifcated 
if they did not return to them in 
twenty-four hours. ‘Thefe, how- 
ever, had no effect upon the inha- 
bitants, who were determined to 
retire with me to Concordia. The 
general, at the fame time, fent a flag 
of trace to inform me, that he had 
landed with 3000 men to conquer 
the ifland; and he offered to give 
any terms if I would capitulate; 
but his offer was rejected, and his 
excellency was requcited not to 
trouble me again upon that fubject. 
In confequence of which he dif- 
patched a cutter that night (the 
24th) to Martinique, for a rein- 
forcement. 

Upon the 25th, the enemy took 
poh upon the different heights in 
the neighbourhood of Concordia ; 
and on the 26th they took poflef- 
fon of the town of Scarborough, 
aad the hill. 

_ On the 27th, the enemy feemed 
inclined to attack us. Mr. Charles 
Low, underftanding that I was un- 
willing to deftroy his dwelling- 
fe, and other buildings, altho’ 
they afforded fome fhelter to the 
Ssemy, came himfelf, and propofed 
© darn them, which he inftantly 

Pat in execution. 
R.. 28th, the French fquadron 
ame Rockly Bay, having left 
and the day before. A party 

!wenty negroes, who were fent 
ay ander the command of 

*amilton, Mackellar, and Ir- 


Vin ; : : 
mag burn the remainder of Mr. 
/ . 
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Low’s houfes, very bravely effected 
that bufinefs, notwithftanding the 
oppofition made by a large body of 
theenemy, “‘effrs. Mackellar and 
Irvine, and nine of the negroes, 
were unfortunately wounded, 

The zgth, as well as the two pre- 
ceding days, the enemy endeavour. 
ed, without effeét, to draw us from 
our poft, by snpouag {mall parties 
in marching them from one place 
to another. 

Early on the morning of the 
3oth, J received a letter from rear 
admiral Drake, acquainting me that 
he was coming with fix fail of the 
line and three frigates, to relieve 
the ifand, and that general Skene 
was on board with 528 men. The 
joy occafioned by the expeed ar 
rival of this long-looked-for fuc- 
cour, did not laft, as we were foon 
afteeward informed that the whole 
French fleet had arrived from. Mar- 
tinique in confequence of general 
Blanchelande’s letter difpatched the 
24th, at night, and had fallen in 
with Mr. Drake, who was thereby 
prevented from landing the troops, 
and it was fuppofed his fquadron 
was taken. 

This day the enemy took pof- 
feflion of Mr. Cotton’s houfe, from 
whence they could fee every thing 
that paffed at Concordia ; they pro- 
pofed that night to make a vigor- 
ous attack, and the garrifon, as 
ufual, was ready to receive them ; 
but their guides having miftaken 
the path in the dark, they returned 
next morning to their quarters 
much fatigued, and refolved not to 
make another attempt, until their 
reinforcement from Martinique 
fhould arrive. 

On the morning of the 31f, we 
received intelligence, that the ene- 
my’s fleet was again feen to wind- 
ward, having returned from chafing 
admiral Drake ; and at fun-fet that 
(Kh) even- 
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evening, we faw two French fri- 
gates and three cutters, full of 
troops, go into Courland Bay. 

The ground at Concordia is 
ftrong, and there is a view from it 
of beth fides of the ifland, which 
made it a defirable poft for us to 

offefs ; but the trench which had 
been dug there fome years, was al- 
moft entirely filled up, and if it 
had been cleared out, would have 
required above 2000 men to de- 
fend it. ‘The engineers being for 
thefe and other reafons of opinion, 
that it was no longer tenable againtt 
fo fuperior a force, it was unani- 
moufly refolved, in a council of 
war, toretreat direétly to the main 
ridge, where a few huts had been 
built, and fome provifions and am- 
munition previoully lodged: incon- 
fequence of this refolution, the gar- 
rifon began to march at one in the 
morning of the if of June, and 
before eieht, they effected their re- 
treat to Caledonia, without the lofs 
of aman. 

Caledonia is near the centre of 
the ifland, and from thence to the 
north fide acrofs the main ridge, 
there is a road fix miles in length, 
and fo narrow that two men can- 
not walk abreait. Upon each fide 
there is an impenetrable forett, 





VW hich exte na ) i me miles a hand- 
ful of men could undoubtedly de- 
fend this road againit a powerful 


army. Rejoiced that the troops 
had got to this place, and believ- 
ing they could hold out whilft the 
proviftons latted, (of which there 
were a few days) 1 went on with 
the engineers to get every thing 
ready for their reception at the huts. 

The Marquis de Louille, who 
had arrived Courland the even- 


ing before with the reinforcement, 
having been deceived by the filence 


of our march, and by centries be- 
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ing left after the garrifon went @ 
way, fent a flag at day-break 
Concordia, believing the troo ; 
were {till there, but being difap. 
pointed, he immediately fent or. 
ders to the Marquis de Chiliey 
governor of Dominique, to land at 
Man of War Bay, with three or 
four hundred men, and he follow. 
ed us direéUly himfelf as far as 
Brotherfield. Being ftill more dif. 
appointed when he got there, to 
learn that we were four miles be. 
fore him in a ttrong country, he 
inflantly ordered the adjoining plan- 
tations of Nutinee-Grove and Bel. 
mont, to be reduced to afhes, which 
was done accordingly, in hopes of 
making the inhabitants furrender, 
An order was then iffued to burn 
four plantations more in four hours, 
which was to be repeated at the 
like interval, till the ifland thould 
either be furrendered or laid watte. 

At this time the enemy required 
Mr. Orr to thow them the read to 
our cainp, which he pofitively re 
fufed. He offered to go with an 
officer and a flag, but he would not 
conduét their army. Threats of 
burning his houle, and of putting 
him to death, had no effect upon 
Mr. Orr, although at that very in 
ftant, the plantations of his neigh- 
bours were in flames. Mr. ‘Turner, 
a capitulent of St Vinceut’s, was 
then applied to 3 but, although 
that gentleman’s whole property 
was under the French government, 
he peremptorily refuted to few 
them the road, upon their attempt 
ing to puth on a body of men ar 
der protection of the flag of truce. 
The Marquis de Bouillée was there 
fore oblige ! to fend the flag with- 
out the troops. 

Upon being informed of fome 
of thofe circumftances, I halte 


back to Caledonia, when, @ ®) 
very 
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very great mortification, the militia 
refufed to hold out any longer. My 
duty to his Majetty, and my re- 


gard for the inhabitants, concurred 


in making me urge them earneltly 
to defend the ifland to the laft ex- 
tremity, but in vain; for exhaulted 
with fatigue; in defpair at not hav- 
ing been relieved in the courfe of 
ten days, and feeing at the fame 
inftant their eftates in flames, they 
no longer paid attcntion to my re- 
monitrances. ‘Thus circumitanced, 
I defred the commanding oflcer 
of the regulars to take poffleffion 
of the road before-mentioned with 
his troops, whilft I fhould renew 
my endeavours to prevail upon the 
militia to alter their fentiments ; 
but that gentleman refufled to obey 
my orders, and confulung his of- 
ficers, he determined to capitue 
late. 

Being unable to prevent it, I left 
the regulars and militia to make 
terms for themfelves, as capitulaf- 
ing at that time was perfectly a- 
ganit my opinion: but afterwards 
fecing it was impoffible to get them 
to hold out longer, and the inha- 
bitants having already agreed to 
fome articles which I difapproved 
of, | interpofed, and proteiied a- 
gain any capitulation but upon 
the terms of Dominique — Count 
Dillon, who was empowered by the 
Marquis de Bouillé to treat, for 
fome time infifted that their de- 
ferters, and the negroes we had 
amed, fhould be delivered up to 
be punithed; but finding thefe ar-, 
ticles would never be complied 
with, he gave them up, and on the 
evening of the firftof June, I con- 
ented to furrender the ifland upon 
the terms given toDominique. The 
o&cer Commanding the troops made 
ome for the regulars without con- 
“ung me, and he fent the officer 
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next in command that evening, as 
a hollage for his performance of 
them. 

The Marquis de Bouillé after- 
wards drew out articles very diffe- 
rent from thofe at Dominique, 
which I refufed to fign ; but upon 
fome of them being altered, and 
the inhabitants reprefenting to me, 
that they were, upon the whole, 
better than thofe of Dominique, I 
appointed three gentlemen to exa- 
mine and compare them; and as 
they unanimoully recommended to 
me to fign them, as being more 
favourable than thofe alluded to, I 
complied with their requelt. The 
1200 half johannes’s, and the fur- 
nifhing 400 negroes to the French 
king’s works, (which are not in 
the Dominique capitulation) were 
agreed to by fome of the inhabi- 
tants, before I had confented to 
capitulate; but as the planters at 
large were refoived to pay their 
quota of thofe articles, and not to 
allow the few individuals who had 
fubfcribed them to bear the whole 
lofs, and as the Marquis de Bou- 
illé had agreed to allow the 1200 
half johannes’s to be expended in 
re-conttructing the houfes which had 
been burnt, | admitted them into 
the capitulation. 

It is, perhaps, impofible to af- 
certain the number of an enemy’s 
army, as they generally exaggerate 
their force before a fiege, and di- 
minifh it after. ‘The French, how- 
ever, upon this occafion, advanced 
Jefs than is ufual ; for general Blan- 


-chelande upon hislanding, faid he 


had 3c0oo men, and I| have been 
informed fince the capitulation, by 
Mr. Fitzmaurice, the fecond in 
command, and Mr. Walfh, the ma- 
jor-general (adjutant-general) of his 
army, that general Blanchelande 
brought with him between two and 
(K 2) thre 
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three thoufand men. The rein- 
forcement landed by the Marquis 
de Bouillé, was fuppofed to be 
about half that number. 

Our number, under arms, never 
exceeded 427 men, exclufive of 40 
armed negroes, viz. four gunners 
of the royal artillery, 207 rank and 
file, of the 86th regiment, 15 ma- 
troffes of the ifland artillery, 181 
rank and file, of the militia, and 
20 feamen. 

Sir George Rodney, in his ac- 
count, generoully gave us 40 of 
the train, 300 regulars capable of 
doing duty, and 500 militia, and 
to make the conteft nearly equal, 
he funk in the fame account all our 
enemies, except goo. 

Sir George obierves, ** that fome- 
*« thing extraordinary mutt have 
‘* happened to have induced go- 
** vernor Fergufon to capitulate.” 
But 1 apprehend the world will 
think it more extraordinary, that 
a Britith admiral, with 21 thips of 
the line under his command, fhould 
allow ao enemy’s fquadron, of four 
a, 2 and frigates, and a few floops, 
to befiege for ten days together a 
Britith colony, within twenty-four 
hours fail of him, without either 
relieving the ifland, or endeavour- 
ing to deltroy the fquadron, than, 
that an ifland, without any fortifi- 
cation whatever, defended by only 
427 men, without even covering 
futhcient to fhelier them from the 
inclemency of the weather, fhould 
be unable to hold out longer than 
ten days, againit an army of vete- 
ram troops above five times their 
huimvuet. 

And it will perhaps appear e- 
qua!ly extraordinary, thatthe whole 
French fleet and army fhould ar- 
rive al lobago from Martinique 
belore the kjyuadron from Barba- 
does, although my expreis to Sir 
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George Rodney failed 36 hours be. 
fore general Blanchelande difpatch. 
ed the cuiter for his reinforcement 
when it is well known that the 
voyage from Tobago to Martinique, 
going and returning, is more ion 

ouble the voyage from Tobago to 
Barbadoes and back. 

Fermyn- Gero. Fercusoy. 

frreet, No. 33. 
Sept. 24, 1781 





Letter from General Green, to the Pre 
Sident of the Congrefi, containing 
an Account of the Adion at Guilé- 


ford, 


Camp, at the Iron-aworks, ten 
miles from Guildford Courts 
houfe, March 16, 1781, 


SIR, 
N the 1oth, I wrote to his 
excellency general Wathing- 
tén, from the High Rock Ford, on 
the Haw River, a copy of whiclr 
J inclofed your excellency, that | 
had effected a junétion with a con- 
tinental regiment of 18 months 
men, and two confiderable bodies 
of militia, belonging to Virginia 
and North Carolina. After this 
junction, I took the refolution of 
attacking the enemy, without lols 
of time, and made the neceflary 
difpofition accordingly, being per 
fuaded, that if we were fuccefsful, 
it would prove ruinous to the ene: 
my, and, if otherwile, it would 
only prove a partial evil to us. 
‘The army marched fromthe High 
Rock Ford on the 12th, and on the 
14th arrived at Guildford, The 
enemy Jay at the Quaker incetng- 
houfe, on Deep River, eight miles 
from our camp. On the morning 
of the acth, our reconnoitering 
party reported the enemy advanc- 


ing 
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ing on the great Salifbu road. 
The army was drawn up in three 
lines: the front line was compofed 
of the North Carolina militia, un- 
der the command of generals But- 
ler and Eaton; the fecond line of 
Virginia militia, commanded by 
nerals Stephens and Lawfon, 
rming two brigades ; the third 
line, eonfifting of two brigades, onc 
of Virginia and one of Maryland, 
continental troops, commanded by 
general Huger and colonel Wil- 
hams. Lieutenant-colonel Wath- 
ington, with the dragoons of the 
firft and third regiments, a detach- 
ment of light infantry, compofed 
of continental troops, and a regi- 
ment of riflemen, under colonel 
Lynch, formed a corps of obferva- 
tion for the fecurity of our right 
flank, Licutenant-colonel Lee, with 
his legion, a detachment of light 
infantry, and a corps of riflemen, 
under colonel Campbell, formed a 
corps of obfervation for the fecu- 
rity of our left flank. 
_ The greater part of this country 
isa wildernefs, with a few cleared 
fields interfperfed here and there. 
The army was drawn up on a large 
hill of ground, furrounded by other 
hills, the greater part of which was 
covered with timber and thick un- 
derbruhh. The front line was pott- 
ed with two field-pieces, jufton the 
edge of the woods, and the back 
of a fence which ran parallel with 
the line, with an open field direétly 
in their front. The fecond line 
Was in the woods, about three hun- 
dred yards in the rear of the firft, 
and the continental troops about 
300 yards in the rear of the fe- 
cond, with a double front, as the 
ll drew to a point where they 
Were pofted ; and on the right and 
were two old fields. In this 
Polition we waited the approach of 


the enemy, having previoufly fent 
off the baggage to this place, ap- 
pointed to rendezvous at, in cafe 
of a defeat. Lieutenant-colonel 
Lee, with his legion, his infantry, 
and part of his riflemen, met the 
enemy on their advance, and had 
a fevere {kirmifh with lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton, in which the ene- 
my fuffered greatly. Captain Arm- 
trong charged the Britith legion, 
and cut down nearly thirty of their 
dragoons ; but as the enemy rein- 
forced their advanced party, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Lee was obliged to 
retire, and take his pofition in the 
line. 

The a&tion commenced by a can- 
nonade, which laited about twenty 
minutes, when the enemy advanced 
in three columns, the Heflians on 
the right, the guards in the centre, 
and lieutenant-colonel Webtter’s 
brigade on the left. The whole 
moved through the old fields to at- 
tack the North Carolina brigades, 
who waited the attack until the 
enemy got within 140 yards, when 
part of them began to fire, buta 
confiderable part left the ground 
without firing at all. ‘The general 
and field-oflicers did all they could 
to induce the men to ftand their 
ground, but neither the advantages 
of the pofition, nor any other con- 
fideration, could induce them to 
ftay. General Stephens and md 
ral Lawfon, and the field-officers 
of thofe brigades, were more fuc- 
cefsful in their exertions. ‘The Vir- 
ginia militia gave the enemy a 
warm reception, and kept up a 
heavy fire for a long time; but be- 
ing beat back, the a¢tion became 
gencral almoft every where. The 
corps of obfervation under Wath- 
ington and Lee, were warmly en~ 
gaged, and did great execution. 
In a word, the conflict was long 
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and fevere, and the enemy only 

ined their point by fuperior dif- 
cipline. 

They having broken the fecond 
Maryland regiment, and turned our 
left flank, got into the rear of the 
Virginia brigade, and appearing to 
be gaining our right, which would 
have encircled the whole of the 
continental traops, I thought it 
moft advifable to order a retreat. 
About this time, licutenant-colo- 
nel Wafhington made charge with 
the horfe upon a part of tke bri- 
gade of guards; and the firft regi- 
ment of Marvianders, commanded 
by colonel Gunby, and feconded 
by lieutenant-colonel Howard, fol- 
lowed the horfe with their bayonets: 
near the whole of this party fella 
facrifice. General Huger was the 
Jaft that was engaged, and gave the 
enemy a check. We retucated in 
good order to the Reedy bork ri- 
ver, and crofled at the jord, about 
three miles from the field of action, 
and there halted, and drew up the 


troops, until we collected molt of 


the {tragglers. We loit our artil- 
lery and two ammunition waggons, 
the greater part of the horles be- 
ing killed betore the retreat began, 
and it being impoflible to move the 

ieces but along the great road. 
After collecting our ttragglers, we 
retired to this camp, ten miles di- 
ftant from Gu:ldford. 

From the belt information T can 
get, the enemy’s lols is very great, 
not lels in killed and wounded than 
fix hundred men, befides fome few 

rifoners that we brought off. 

Inclofed I fend your excellency 
a return of our killed, wounded, 
and mifling. Moft of the latter 
have gone home, as is but too cu- 
ftomary with the militia after an 
action. I cannot learn that the 
enemy has got any coniiderable 
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number of prifoners. Our men are 
all in good {pirits, and in perfeg 
readineis for another field-day. 

I only lament the lofs of feveral 
valuable officers who are killed and 
wounded in the | action. Among 
the latter are general Stephens, thot 
through the thigh, and general 
Huger in the hand; and amone 
the former is major Anderton, of 
the Maryland line. 

‘The firmnefs of the officers and 
foldiers, during the whole cam. 
paign, has been mot unparalleled, 
A midit innumerable diflicultiesthey 
have difcovered a degree of mag- 
nanimity and fortitude that will for 
ever add a luitre to their military 
reputation. 

I have the honour to be, with 
very great retfpect and efteem, your 
excellency’s molt obedient, and mok 
humble fervant, 

NATHANIEL GREENE, 

His excellency Samuel Huating- 
ton, bf). P refident of Cong refs. 

Continentals killed. - One ma- 
jor, one captain, three fubalterns, 
five ferjeants, 47 rank and file 
Wounded, three captains, four fub- 
alterns, fix ferjeants, g3 rank and 
file —_Mifling, three ferjeants, eight 
drummers, tsorank and file, To- 
tal, one major, nine captains, fe 
ven fubalterns, 14 ferjeants, eight 
drummers, 290 rank and file. 

Publithed by order of congrels, 

CHARLES THOMPSON, et. 





s£is Majefly’s Speech on clofing the S¢- 
fion of f ariiament, July 18,1791 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
LT HOUGH the bufinels of 
e& «this fefion has required a 
longer attendance than may have 
been confiitent with your private 
ad 
that 


convenience, yet I am perie 
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that you look back with fatisfac- 
tion on the time yon have employ- 
edin a faithful difcharge of your 
duty to your country, in the pre- 
fent arduous and critical ftate of 


public affairs. 

I cannot let you depart into your 
refpective counties, without affur- 
ing you of my entire approbation 
of your conduct, and of my per- 
ft confidence in the loyalty and 
good affections of this Parliament. 

The zeal and ardour which you 
have fhown for the honour of my 
crown; your firm and tteady fup- 
port of a jut caufe, and the great 
eforts you have made to enable me 
to furmount all the difficulties of 
this extenfive and complicated war, 
mult convince the world that the 
ancient {pirit oi the Britith nation 
is not abated or diminifhed. 

In the midit ot thefe difficulties, 
you have formed regulations for the 
better management and improve- 
ment of the revenue ; you have 
given additional ttrength and fta- 
bility to public credit; and your 
deliberations on the affairs of the 
Eat India Company, have termi- 
nated in fuch meafures as will, I 
trut, produce great and effential 
advantages to my kingdoms. 

I have obferved, with much fa- 
tisia¢tion, that during the courfe 
of that important bulinefs, your 
attention was not more anxioufly 
cirected to the benefits to be de- 
nved trom the territorial acqui- 
“tons, than to the happinefs and 
comfort of the inhabitants of thofe 
remote provinces, 

: Whatever may remain to be done 
tor fecuring thofe valuable pollef- 
tons, and for reftraining the abufes 
towhich they are peculiarly liable, 
you will, I doubt not, proceed to 
Provide for at your next meeting, 

with the fame wifdom and temper 
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that have governed your late pro- 
ceedings and enquiries. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

My particular thanks are due to 
you for the ample provifion you 
have made for the fervice of the 
current year. I fee with great plea- 
fure, that you have had it in your 
power to apply fo large a fum to 
the difcharge of the debt of the 
navy, and that the fupplies which 
you have granted have been raiied 
in a manner the lealt burthenfome 
to the property and indultry of my 
faithful people. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

While I lament the continuance 
of the prefent troubles, and the 
extenfion of the war, I have the 
confcious fatisfaction to reflect, that 
the conitant aim of all my councils 
has been to bring back my deluded 
fubjects in America, to the happi- 
nets and liberty they formerly en- 
joyed, and to fee the tranquillity 
of Europe reftored. 

To defend the dominions, and 
to maintain the rights of this coun- 
try, was, on my part, the fole caufe, 
and is the only object of the war. 
Peace is the earneit with of my 
heart; but I have too firm a re. 
liance on the {pirit and refources 
of the nation, and the powerful 
affiftance of my Parliament, and the 
—- of a jut and all-ruling 

rovidenée, to accept if upon any 
terms or conditions than fuch as 
may confift with the honour and 
dignity of my crown, and the per- 
manent intereft and fecurity of my 

eople,. 

‘Then the lord chancellor, by his 
majeity’s command, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is his majetty’s royal will and 
pleafure, that this Parliament be 
prorogued to Thurfday, the thir- 

(K 4) teenth 
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teenth day of Septen.ber next, to be 
then here holden; and this Parhia- 
ment is accordingly prorogued to 
Thuriday, the thirteenth day of 
Seprember next.” 





Anfwer given by Lord SvORMONT 
to Monf. Simorin, the Ruffian 
Minifier, with re/peél to the Medi- 
ation offered by the E-mpre/s between 
Great-Britain and the United Pro- 
VINES. 


HE alliance which has fubfift- 
ed fo many years between 
Great Britain and the States General, 
has always been contidered by his 
Muajeity asa tie, torm | by the matt 
natural caufes, and not only agree- 
able to the intereft of both nations, 
but abfolutely eflentialto their mu- 
tual welfare. 
‘the King has done every thing in 
his power to preferve this tie un- 
broken, and even to itrengthen it ; 
and if the conduct of their High 
Mightinetles had at all anfwered to 
thato he» Majetty, they would ttl 
have remained in their utmott force. 
But tince the commencement ot the 
prefent trouble, the only return 
made by the republic to thyrs « onttaut 
trend ip, has been the total relin- 
quiiliment of the principles of an al- 
hance, the prime object of which 
was the mutual defence of the two 
bation yy an obiiinate re tutal to tul- 
hl the mott facred oblivations ; il 
daily violation of the mott folemn 
treaties; an aflitance given to the 
very enemy, ayaintt whom he had 
arghe todemand fuccour; an afy- 
lum ranted to the American pirates 
m the Dutch ports, in open viola- 
tion ot the clearett {fipulations; and 
to 


yutti e and fatistaction tor the affronr 
given tothe dignity ot the King, by 





complete the whole, a denial of 
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a fecret league with his rebellious 
fubjects. 

It thefe accumulated injuries 
rendered it impoflible for the Kin 
to take any other part than that 
which he has done. 

When the motiy es Which rendered 
this rupture inevitable Were explain. 
ed to the public, the King afcribed 
the conduct of the republic to the 
true caufe — that isto fay, to the 
unhappy influence of a faction, 
which facrificed the intereft of the 
nation to their own private views, 
But the King, at the fame time, 
manifeited the moft fincere defire to 
bring back the repubhe to that fyf- 
tem of firidt union, efficacious alli- 
ance, and reciprocal protection, 
which has fo much contributed to 
the welfare and gloryot the two tates, 

When the Emprefs offered her 
good oftices to eflect a reconciliation 
by a particular peace, the King tef- 
tified his gratitude to her for that 
freth proof of a triendihip which he 
values fo highly, and avoided ex- 
poling the mediation of her M jetty 
to the danger of a truitlefs negoci- 
ation. He explained his reafons, 
which perfuaded him, that in the 
prefent difpofition of the republic, 
governed by a faction, all reconetli- 
tion, during the war with France, 
would be merely fuperticial, aud 
would aflord an opportunity to the 
party which fways the republic, to 
act as feeret auxiliaries of all the 
King’s enemies, under the mak of 
a pre tended alliance with Great Bn- 
tun. : 

But if there are any indications of 
chanee in this difpofition, 1 the 
powerful intervention of her Limpe- 
perial Majefty thould be ableto efi 
any alteration, and induce the re 
public to return to thofe principe 
which the moft difcerning part 
the nation have never forfakem, 


Maje'y 
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Majett will be ready to treat with 
their High Mightinefles on the fub- 
ject of afeparate peace ; and itis his 
with, that the Emprels of all the 
Ruilias may be the lole mediatrefs ot 
this peace. She has been the firit to 
offer her good othees, and fo power- 
ful an intervention as hers, cannot 

in any thing either in weight or 
influence by the acceflion of the moft 
refpectable allies. 

{he triend(hip of the Emprefs to 
both nations, the intereft which her 
empire has in their reciprocal wel- 
fare, her known impartiality, and 
elevated views, are futlicient pledges 
of the maoner in which fle will con- 
duct this falutary work: and ina ne- 

ociation, the whole object of which 

is toterminate a war, caufed by a 
violation of the treaties, and by an 
affront offered to his crown, his 
Majefty relies, with the utmoft con- 
fidence and fatisf@ction, upon the 
mediation of a fovereign, who holds 
facred the faith of treaties, who 
knows fo well how to ettimate the 
dignity of fovereigns, and who has 
maintained her own, during her glo- 
fous reign, with fo much greatnefs 
and refolution. 


(Signed) STORMONT. 
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State Paper prefented by Baron No.- 
KEN, the Srvedi/hb Mini fer, Refi- 
dent in London, concer ning the In- 
termediation of that Court betzveen 
this Country and the Dutch, 


7 King does not imagine it 

neceflary at thistime, for him 
fo eater into an explanation ot the 
Principles which have governed his 
conduct ever fince he afcended the 
throne ot his anceftors. He has 
een guided by the love of peace, 
“oped could have withed to have 
a a the other European powers 

Hy that blefling, as uninterruptedly 
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as himfelf. Thefe defires, dictated 
by his natural fentiments of huma- 
nity, have not been fulfilled, —The 
flame of war, kindled in another 
hemifphere, has communicated to 
Europe; but the King (till flittered 
himfelf, that this conflagration 
would not extend beyond its firft 
bounds, and particularly that a na- 
tion, entirely Saleaul which had 
made neutrality the invariable foun- 
dation of its conduct, would not 
have been enveloped in it; and yet, 
neverthelefs, this has happened, al- 
mott in the very moment when that 
power had entered into the moft in- 
offentive engagements with the King 
and his two northern allies. If the 
mott exact impartiality that was ever 
obferved, could not exempt the 
King from immediately feeling the 
inconveniencies of war, by the con- 
fiderable dotles futtained by his com- 
mercial fubjects, he had much great- 
er reafon to apprehend the confe- 
quences, when thole troubles were 
going to be extended ; when an open 
war between Great Britain and the 
republic of Holland multiplied them ; 
and, to conclude, when neutral 
commerce was about to endure new 
fhackles by the hoftilities committed 
between thofe two powers. The 
King could not fail to perceive thefe 
evils, and to with fincerely that the 
meafures taken by the Emprefs of 
Rufla, for extinguifhing this new 
war, in its beginning, might be 
crowned with the moft perfect fuc- 
cefs; butasthis falutary work has 
not been brought to perfection, the 
King has refolved to join with his 
ailiey, the Emprefs of Ruffia, and 
the King of Denmark, in endea- 
vouring to difpofe his Britannic 
Majetty to liften to the pacific fenti- 
ments which their High Mightinef- 
fes the States General have already 
made known, by their confenting to 
open a negociation for peace. ' 
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If fuch are the inchinations of 
that Monareh, which oucht not to 
be doubted, it appears that a ful- 
pention of hollilities would be the 
moit eilential prelude to their accom- 
pliihment » «as military operation 
accoMpahyilhy a Neyo hittin OL that 
nature, can only tory to embarrais 
and retard the matt: —_ hilitthe al- 
lied courts with tor nothieg more 
than to be able to accelerate i by 
every me thod that Whey. te nad to the 
advantage and fatistaction of the two 
belli: ent powe! e 

In the fineeritvw. and rectitud 
which animate his Mayetty and his 
two allies, he cannot conceal t! iy) 
prehenfion which he feels from tli 
report of the continuation of the 
war, Which may be productive of 
the mott iatal confequenec, and may 
revive a variety of controverties and 
diiputes. bhis motive, and more 
parucularly adclire to prevent a tal 
¥ ther effufion of blood, are contider- 
: ations Which oueht tooperate on thi 
mind of the Kine ot Great Britain; 
and in the entire contidence which 
his Majetly places tn thote cireum- 
flances, hv would receive the troetl 
f{atistaction, at, by his INterPout n 
and mediation, yotned to that ot his 
allies, he fhould tuceced iw termina. 


- ' . 
tine the duterenees which have ta 
' oer en 7 
Ci place | rAsTeUe daritaen ayn 
the United Provinces. 
Si 1) 
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the whole courfe of his rejon. the 
~ ; ’ 


commencement of thar re 
' ‘ TCIeN Was 


lignolized by the reftoration of 


peace 


i ‘ 
' = 
he K Ine made very + reat fi 


crifices to humanity, t ) pro are that 
tole LIED, and ne hh id reaion to flarter 
hinfelt that, by fuch mod ration 

Nn, 


m the midit o! victory, he ihould 
. . » ancchr it is ' 
fecure th publi quiet, upon the 
molt folid and durable toundations + 
ae | 


but thofe hopes have all proved tal. 
tClOUSs, and thofe foundations have 


li fhaken by the 4 mbit us poli. 
tics Of the Court of Vertautles. 
his ( our, atte) h wing lecretly 
lupported the rob wlON hind) ad in 
America, openly jorned his Majefty’s 
} ah ° ° ’ 
rebellious fubrects; and, en account 
of th violation otf public taith, and 
tuis direct act ot hotlility, he come. 
meneced the prefent war. 


The conduct ot the Republic of 
Holland, throuch the whole courfe 


of the prefent war, has excited a 
ecneial indignation. This nation 
prefents ittelt under avery different 
afpect trom that of a nation merely 
commercials itis a refpedctible pow- 
er, tor along time bound 
Brita bythe el . hance. rhe 


prine ipal object of that alliance was 


’ pe re. 
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their common tafet ". al l ¢ pr {sly 
the mutual protection of cach other 
‘al raintk the ambitious cGehyns of a 
dan PCTOUS neiehbour, which their 
united efforts have fo olten a cated, 
to them res tp al Uvantate, and 
to that of all Europe. 

The defertion otf all thefe princt- 
ple sof allianee, which the King, on 
his part, contlantly adhered to; aa 
obitinate refufal to fulfil the moit 
fucred engagements; a daily infrac 
tion of the moit folemn treates; 
allittance given to thofe very ene 
Mies, acraun it whom he had a right 
to demand fuccour; an afylum and 
protection granted in the Dutch 
ports to the American pirates, yn 
direct violation of the moif clear ae 
prove 
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ife ftipulations ; and, to com 
lete the whole, a denial of jultice 
gud fatistaction for the attront offere< 
wy his Majeity’s Crown, by a clan- 
deftine league entered into with his 
rebellious fubjects; thefe accumu- 
lated caufes of complaint, made it 
impotlible for the King to take any 
other meafures than thote which he 
has done, though with the mott fin- 
cere regret. In explaining to the 
public the reafons which rendered 
this rupture inevitable, he aleribed 
the conduct of the republic to the 
true caufe, namely, to the fatal in- 
uence of a taction, who facrificed 
the national intereitt to their own 
private views; but the King expref- 
ged, atthe fame time, the moftearn- 
eft defire to bring back the republic 
tothat fyttem of clofe union, efhica- 
ciousalliance, and mutual proteétion, 
which has fo much contributed to 
the pro{perity and glory of the two 
lates, 

When the Emprefs of Ruflia ten- 
dered her good offices, to effect a re- 
conciliation by a feparate peace, the 
King, in exprefling the gratitude 
which that trefh proof of a triend- 
hip which ever appeared to him fo 
valuable, juttly merited, declined 
expoling her Imperial Majefty to a 
truitle{s negociation: but now that 
there are fome marks of a change in 
the difpofition of the Republic, fome 
indications of a detign to return to 
thofe principles, which the wifett 
part ot the Batavian nation have 
never deferted, a nevociation for a 
cparate peace between the King and 
heir High Mightinefies mav be ope- 
ned With fome hopes of fuccefs, un- 
der the mediation of the kmprefs of 
al the Rutlia's, who has been the 
ren ” propofe her vood offices in 
"8 talutary work,—If his Majefty 
hae mnedint y avail him({elf of 

» I Was becaufe he had 
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every reafon to believe that the Re. 
public only fought at that time to 
amule him by an infidious negotia- 
tion; butthe King would think that 
he made an ill return to the fenti- 
ments which prompted thofe firit 
ofiers, and would be wanting in the 
regard fo juttly due to her imperial 
Majetty, and tothe confidence which 
fhe infpires, if he affociated to her 
mediation any other, even that of an 
ally the mott refpectable, and for 
whom the King entertains the mot 
fincere friendfhip. 


(Signed) STORMONT. 


_ — — —- - 








Corre/pondence betrveen Earl Corn- 
WALLIS, and General WasHince- 
TON. 


Copy of a Letter from Lientenant-Ge- 
neral Earl CORNWALLIS, to Gene- 
ral WasuinGton, dated York, 
in Vireinia, Odlober 17, 1781. 


SIR, 
Propote a ceflation of hoftilities 
for twenty-four hours; and that 
two ofhcers may be appointed b 
each fide, to mect at Mr. Moore’s 
houte, to fettle terms tor the fur- 
render of the pofls of York and 
Gloucetter. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 





Copy of a Letter from General W asu- 
inGTON fo Licutenant-general Earl 
CornwaLbis, dated Camp before 
Vork, O¢i. 17, 1731. 


My Lorp, 
Have had the honor of receiving 
your Lordfhip’s letter of this 

date. 

An ardent defire to fpare the far- 
ther cflufion of blood will pais. in- 
cline 
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cline me to liften to fuch terms for 
the furrender of your poils, as are 
admiffible. 

I with, previous tothe meeting of 
Commiflioners, that your Lordfhip’s 
propofals, in writing, may be fent 
to the American lines; for which 
purpofe a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
during two hours trom the delivery 
of this letter, will be granted, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Gio. WasuinGTon, 
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Copy of a Letter from Earl Corn- 
WALLIS to General Wastinc- 
Ton, dated Tork, Virginia, Of. 
17, 1781. Half pafi four, P.M. 


Sir, 

Have this moment been honour- 
I ed with your Excellency’s letter 
dated this i. The time limited 
for fending my anfwer will not ad- 
mit of entering into the detail of 
articles ; but the bafis of my propo- 
fals will be, that the garrifons of 
York and Gloucetter fhall be prifon- 
ers of war with the cuftomary ho- 
nours; and tor the convenience of 
the individuals which I have the 
honor to command, that the Britith 
fhall be fent to Britain, and the Ger- 
mans to Germany, under engage- 
ment not to ferve againft France, 
America, or their allies, until re- 
leafed, or regularly exchanged; that 
all arms and public ttores fhall be de- 
livered upto you; bucthat the ufual 
indulgence ot fide-arms to officers, 
and of retaining private property, 
fhall be granted to officers and foldi- 
ers; and that the interetts of feveral 
individuals in civil. capacities, and 
connected with us, fhall be attend- 

ed to. 
If your Excellency thinks that a 
continuance of the fufpenfion of hof- 
wlities will be nevetlary to tranfinit 
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your anfwer, I thall hay 
tion to the hour that yak 
pofe. ™ 
I have the honour to be Sir 
ee moit obedient and mot 
umble fervant, 


(Signed ) Cor NWALLIS, 








Copy of a Letter from General Wasn. 
INGTON to J, teutenant-general Bar| 
Cornwattis, dated Camp, be- 

Sore York, OF. 18, 1781, 


My Lorp, 

O avoid unneceffary difcuffions 
and delays, I fhall at once, 
in an{wer to your Lordfhip’s let. 
ter of yefterday, declare the general 
bafis upon which a definitive treaty 
of capitulation m.y take place, 

The garrifonsot York and Glou. 
cefter, including the feamen as you 
propofe, thal! be received prifonen 
of war. The condition annexed of 
fending the Britith and German 
troops tothe parts of Europe to which 
they refpectively belong, is inadmif- 
fible: inttead of this, they will be 
marched to fuch parts of the coun- 
try as can moft conveniently provide 
for their fubfittence ; and the bene- 
volent treatment of prifoners, which 
is invariably obferved by the Ame- 
ricans, will be extended to them. 
The fame honours will be granted 
to the furrendering army, as were 
granted to the garrifon of Charles 
‘Town. i 

The fhipping and boats im the 
avo harbours, with all their guns, 
ftores, tackling, furniture and appa 
rel, fhall be delivered in_ their pre 
fent ftate to an officer of the mary 
appointed to take pofleffion of them. 

Phe artillery, arms, accoutte 
ments, military cheit, and Pe 
ftores of every denomination 
be delivered © unimpaired, 5 at 
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heads of the de — to which 
ref] ive ; ong. ; 
"Tne veer fhall be 5: adulged in 
retaining their fide arms; and the 
dficers and foldiers may preferve 
their baggage and effects ; with this 
referve, that property taken in the 
country will be reclaimed. 

With regard to the individuals in 
civil capacities, whofe interefts your 
Lordfhip wifhes may be attendedto, 
yntil they are more particularly de- 
(cribed, nothing definitive can be 
fettled. 

Ihave to add, that I expect the 
fick and wounded will be fupplied 
with their own hofpital ftores, and 
be attended by Britith furgeons, par- 
ticularly charged with the cave of 
them. 

Your Lordfhip will be pleafed to 
ignify your determination either to 
accept or reject the prepofals now 
ofered, in the courfe of two hours 
from the delivery of this letter, that 
commiffioners may be appointed to 
digeft the articles of capitulation, 
na renewal of hoftilities may take 
peace. 

Thavethe honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Gro. WasHINGTON, 


———— 
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Coby of a Letter from Licutenant-ve 
wral Far] Cornwat is to Ce 
wral Washinct ON, dated York 
is Virginia, Of. 18, 1781 

731. 


SiR, 


Agree to open a treaty of capitu- 
lation upon the bafis of the gar- 
“ons of York and Gloucefter, in- 
Y ading feamen, being prifoners of 
rene annexing the condition 
ered hee Sy to F urope ; but I 
arancin * sty compentation in 
lnion foe “4 arucles ot the capitu- 
ter ini the lurrender of Gloucef- 
. Pretent {tate of defence. J 
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fhall in particular defire, that the 
Bonetta floop of war may be left en- 
tirely at my difpofal, from the hour 
that the capitulation is figned, to re- 
ceive an Aid de Camp to carry my 
difpatches to Sir Henry Clinton, 
fuch foldiers as I may think proper 
to fend paffengers in her, to be man- 
ned with so men of her own crew, 
and to be permitted to fail without 
examination, when my difpatches 
are ready, engaging on my partthat 
the fhip thall be brought back and 
delivered to you, it fhe efcapes the 
dangers of the fea; that the crew 
and foldiers fhall be accounted for in 
future exchanges; that fhe fhall 
carry off no officer without your 
confent, nor public property of any 
kind; and I fhall likewife defire, 
that the traders and inhabitants 
may preferve their property, and 
that no perfon may be punithed or 
tholetted for having joined the Bni- 
tifh troops. 

if you chufe to proceed to negoci- 
ation on thefe grounds, I fhall ap- 
point two Field Officers of my army 
to meet two officers from you, at 
any time and place that you think 
proper, to digett the articles of cap%- 
tulation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CORNWALLIS. 


—_» 





Ar TICLES0fCAPITULATION, /¢t- 
tied betzveen his Excedency General 
W asHiInGTON, Commander in 


Chief of the Combined Forces of 


Americaand Fraxce ; his Excellency 
the Count de ROCHAMBBA U, Lieu- 
tenant-general of the Armies of the 
King of F: ance, Great Crofs of the 
Royal and Military Order of St. 
Louis, commanding the auxiliary 
7 oop of his Moft Chrifian Majefty 
in America: and his Excellen: y the 
Count de Grasst, Licutenant-ge- 
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neral of the Naval Armies of bis 
Mofi Chrifiian Mayefy, Commander 
of the Order of St. Lou's, Command- 


cr in Chief of the Naval Army of 


France iv the Chefapeak, on the one 
art: And the Right Honourable 
Farl Cornwattuis, Lieutenani- 
general of his Britanni Mazefy’s 


Forces, commana: ne theGarr fans of 


York and Gloucefier 3 and | HOMAS 
Symonps, L/). commanding bis 
Britannic May:fiy’s Naval Fores 
in lork River in J irginia, on the 
othe rf art. 
Arr. I. HE earrifons of York 
and Gloueetter, in- 
cluding the officers and teamen of 
his Britannic Majectty’s flips, as 
vellas other mariners, to furrendei: 
themielves prifomers of war to the 
combined forces of America and 
France; the land troops to remain 
prifoners to the United States, the 
navy tothe naval army of his Met 
Chriitian Majeity. 

Art. I. Granted. 

Axv. Ul. The artillery, arms, 
accoutrements, military chefl, and 
wublic ttoresof every denominauon, 
Wrail be delivered, unimpaired, to 
the heads of departme iS appointed 
to receive them. 

Arv. ll. Granted. 

Arr. IIL At twelve o’clock this 
day the two redoubts on the leit 
flank ot York to be delivered, the 
one to a detachment ot American 
infantiv; the other toa detachment 
ot French grenadiers. The garri- 
fon of York will march out to a 
place to be appointed, in front of 
the potts, at two o'clock precifily, 
with thouldered arms, colours cated, 
and drums beating a Britith o1 
German march; they are then to 
ground their arms, and return to 
their encampment, where they will 
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remain, until they are difpatched 
to the places of their deftination 
Two works on the Gloucefter fide 
will be delivered at one o'clock to 
detachments of French and Ameri. 
can troops appointed to poflefs them; 
the yarrifon will march out at three 
o’clock in the afternoon; the cayal. 
ry with their fwords drawn, trom. 
pets founding; and the infantry jn 
the manner prefcribed for the gar- 
rifonof York: They are likewile to 
return to their encampment, until 
they can be finally marched off, 

Arr. ILI. Granted, 

Arr. IV. Oihcers to retain their 
fide arms: both officers and foldiers 
to keep their private property of 
every kind; and no part of their 
bageage or papers to be at any time 


> 
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fubject to fearch or inipection; the 
baggage and papers of officers and 
fuldiers taken during the fiege tobe 
likewife preferved for them. Iris 
underttocd, that any property obti- 
oufly belonging to the inhabitants of 
theie States, in the poffeffion of the 
garrifon, fhall be fubject to be re- 
claimed. 

Art. IV. Granted. 

Art. V. The foldiers to be kept 
in Virginia, Marvland, or Penfvl- 
vania, and as much by regiments as 
poflible, and fupplied with the fame 
rations of provilions as are allowed 
to foldiers in the fervice of America; 
: nation, to 


a field offeer from eac! 
Wit, Britith, Anfpach and He fan, 
and other ofhecers on parole, in tae 
one to fifty men, 


i , 


proportion Gt . 
be allo ved to re lide nical the reipec 
tive regiments, to vilit them fic- 
quently, and to be witnedles of thet 
treatment ; and that thele officers 
Mav receive ANC delivei cloathiag 
and other neceflaries ; for wl ich pals- 
ports are to be granted when appa 


for. 


Art 
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Axr. V. Granted. 

Art. VI. The general, ftaff, 
and other officers not employ ed as 
mentioned in the above article, and 
who chufe if, to be permitted to E° 
on parole to Europe, to New Y ork, 
or to any other American maname 

nits, at prefent in the poffeifion ot 
the Britifh forces, at their own op- 
tion, and proper veffels to be grant- 
ed by the Count de Gratle to carry 
them under flags of truce to New. 
York, within ten days from this 
date, if potfible ; and they to refide 
ina dita, to be av reed upon here- 
after, untiltheyembark. The ofh- 
cers of the civil departments of the 
army and navv to be included in 
this article ; paflports to go by laud 
to be granted to thofe to whom vet- 
fels cannot be furnifhed. 

Arr. VI. Granted. 

Arr. VII. Officers to be allowed 
to keep foldiers as fervants, accord- 
ing to the common practice of the 
fervice. Servants, not foldiers, are 
not to be confidered as prifoners ; 
and are to be allowed to attend their 
matters. . 

Art. VII, Granted. 

Art. VILL. The Bonetta floop 
of war, to be equipped and naviga- 
ted by its prefent captain and crew, 
and left entirely at the difpofal of 
Lord Cornwallis from the hour that 
the capitulation is figned, to receive 
an Aid de Camp tocarry difpatches 
to Sir Henry Clinton, and fuch fol- 
diers as he may think proper to be 
permitted to fail without examination 
When his difpatches are ready; his 
Lordthip engaging on his part, that 
the thip thall be delivered to the or- 
der of the Count de Graile, if fhe 
efcapes the danyers of the feas ; and 
that fhe fhall not carry offany public 


ftores, Any part of the crew that 
may be deficient on her return, and 
the foldiers pafiengvers, to be ace 
*ounted for on her delive ry. 
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Arr. VIII. Granted. 

Arr. IX. The traders are to 
preierve their property, and tobe 
allowed three months to difpofe ot 
or remove them; and thofe traders 
are not to be confidered as prifoners 
of war. 

Arr. 1X. The traders will be 
allowed to difpofe of their effects, 
the allied army having the right 
ot pre-emption. The traders to be 
confidered as prifoners of war on 
parole. 

Art. X. Natives or inhabitants 
of diferent parts of this country, at 
prefent in York or Gloucetter, are 
not to be punithed on account ot hav- 
ing joined the Britith army. 

Arr. X. This article cannot be 
affented to, being altogether of civil 
refort. 

Arr. XL. Proper hofpitale to be 
furnithed for the fick and wounded; 
they are tobe attended by their own 
furgeons on parole ; and they are to 
be turnithed with medicines and 
itores from the American hofpitals. 

Art. XI. The hofpital fttores now 
in York and Gloucetter thall be de- 
livered tor the ufe of the Briuth fick 
and wounded; paffports will be 
granted for procuring them farther 
{upplies trom New York, as occafion 
may require; and proper hofpitals 
will be furnifhed for the reception 
of the fick and wounded of the two 
divilions. 

Ant. XII. Waggons to be fur- 
ufhed to carry the baggage of the 
officers attending the foldiers, and 
to furgeons, when travelling on ac- 
count of the fick, attending the hof- 
pitals, at public expence. 

Art. XIIe They will be fur- 
nifhic d if poilible. 

Ant. XII. The flipping and 
boats in the two harbours, with al] 
their flores, guns, tackling and ap- 
parel, fhall be delivered up in their 
pre fent flate to an ofthcer of the 
navy 
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navy appointed to take poffeffion 
of them, previoufly unloading the 
rivate property, part of which had 
n on board for fecurity during 
the fiege. 

Art. XIII. Granted. 

Art. XIV. No article of the ca- 
pitulation to be infringed on pre- 
text of reprifal ; and if there be 
any doubtful expreffions in it, they 
are to be interpreted according to 
the common meaning and accepta- 
tions of the words. 

Art. XIV. Granted. 

Done in the trenches before York, 

Otober 19, 1781. 

(Signed) 
G. WasHINGTON, 
Le Cte. de RocHambBEau, 
Le Cte. de Barras, enn’on 
nom, ct celui du Cte, de 
Grasse, 
Cornwattis, 
Tuo. Symonps. 





Letter from General Wa/hington to the 
Prefident of the Congre/i. 


Head Quarters, near York, OMober 
19, 1781. 

SIR, 

Have the honour to inform con- 

grefs, that a reduétion of the 
Britifh army, under the command 
of lord Cornwallis, is moft happily 
effected. The unremitted ardor 
which actuated every officer and 
foldier in the combined army on 
this occafion, has principally led to 
this important event, at an earlier 

riod than my moft fanguine hopes 
had induced me to expect. 

The fingular fpirit of emulation 
which animated the whole army, 
from the firft commencement of our 
operations, has filled my mind with 
the higheft pleafure and fatisfac- 
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tion, and had given me the 
pielt prefages of fuccefs, 

On the 17th infant, a letter was 
received from lord Cornwallis, pros 
pofing a meeting of commiffioners 
to confult on terms for the furten. 
der of the polls of York and Glog. 
ceiter. This letter (the firft that 
had pafled between us) opened a 
correfpondence, a copy of which [ 
do myfelf the honour to enclofe: 
that correfpondence was followed 
by the definitive capitulation, which 
was agreed to and figned on the 
1gth, a copy of which I herewith 
tranfmit ; and which, I hope, will 
meet with the approbation of con- 
grefs. 

T fhould be wanting in the feel- 
ings of gratitude, did I not men. 
tion, on this occafion, with the 
warmett fenfe of acknowledgments, 
the very chearful and able afit. 
ance which I have received in the 
courfe of our operations, from his 
excellency the Count de Rocham- 
beau. — Nothing could equal this 
zeal of our allics, but the imitat- 
ing fpirit of the American officers, 
whofe ardour would not fuffer their 
exertions to be exceeded. 

The very uncommon degree of 
duty and fatigue, which the na- 
ture of the fervice required from 
the officers of engineers and artil- 
lery of both armies, cbliges me par 
ticularly to mention the obligations 
I am under to the commanding and 
other officers of thofe corps. 

I with it was in my power to ex- 
prefs to congrefs, how much I feel 
myfelf indebted to the Count de 
Graffe and the officers of the fleet 
under his command, for the di- 
ftinguifhed aid and fupport which 
has been afforded by them, betweea 
whom and the army, the moft happy 
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have fubfifted, and from whom e- 
very pollible co-operation has been 
experienced, which the moft har- 
monious intercourfe could afford. — 

Returns of the prifoners, mili- 
tary ftores, ordnance, ithipping, and 
other matters, I thall do myfelf the 
honour to tranfmit to congrefs, as 
foon as they can be collected by 
the heads of the departments to 
which they belong. 

Colunc) Laurens, and the vil- 
count de Noailles, on the part of 
the combined army, were the gen- 
tlemea whe acted as commiflioners 
for forming and fettling the terms 
of capitulation and furrender, here- 
with tranfmitted, to whom I am 
particularly obliged for their rea- 
dinefs and attention exhibited on 
the occafion. 

Colonel Tighman, one of my 
aids de camp, will have the ho- 
nour to deliver thefe difpatches to 
your excellency ; he will be able 
to inform you of every minute cir- 
cumitance which is not particularly 
mentioned in my letter. His me- 
rits, which are too well known to 
need any obfervations at this time, 
have gained my particular atten- 
tion, and I could with that they 
may be honoured by the notice of 
your excellency and congrefs. 

Your excellency and congrefs, 
will be pleafed to accept my con- 
gratulations on this happy event, 
and believe me to be, with the 
bighett refpect and elteem, Sir, your 
tcellency’s mott obedient, and 
humble fervant, 

Gro. Wasuincron. 

“ S. Though I am not pofleffed 
the particular retu: ns, yet l have 
reafon to fuppofe, that the number 

Prifoners will be between 5 and 


8200, exclufive of feainen and o- 
thers, 


1781. 
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Petition of the 77 at St. Euffatius 


to Admiral vdncy and ceneral 
Vaughan. 


To their Excellencies, the Commanding 
Officer's in Chief of his Britantue 
Mayefty’s Army and Navy in the 
Weft Indies. 

May it pleafe your Excellencies, 

—™ permit us, in the name and 

on the behalt of ourfelves and 
others of the people of che Hebrew 
nation, refidents in the Iiland of 

Saint Euatius, humbly to approach 

your excellencies, and with heart- 

felt anguifh, to lay our grievances 
before you, and fay: that it was 
with the utmoit concern and aflo- 
nifhment, we have already, not only 
received your Excellencies afflicting 
order and fentence, to give up, the 
keys of our ftores with an inventory 
thereof, and of our houfehold plate 
and furniture, andto hold ourfelves 
in readine{s to depart this illand, 
ignorant of our detiination, and 
leaving our beloved wives and help- 
lefs children behind us, and our pro- 
perty and effects liable to feizure and 
confiication ; but alfo find, that 
thefe orders are for the major part 
carried into execution, a number of 
our brethren having, on Tuefday the 
thirteenth initant, been fenton board 
a fhip, and have not fince been heard 
of, Such unexpected orders as thefe 
from Brith commanders, whofe 
principal characterittic is ‘* merey 
and humanity,” have not only been 
productive of the moft horrid and 
melancholy fcenes of diflrefs and 
contufion, that ever Brinhh eyes 
beheld under the fatal confequences 
of a rigid war, but numbers of fa- 
milies are now helplets, difconfolate, 
and in an abfolute flate of indigence 
and defpair, 
Unconf{cious of deferving fo fevere 
a treatment, we flatter ourlelves, 
(L) that 
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that your Excellencies will be pleafed 
to hear this our humble petition, 
and not involve in one comphi- 
cated feene of diftrefs and mifery, 
our helplefs women and innocent 
babes ; confidently relying upon, 
and earnettly hoping that, through 
your Excellencies juttice and hu- 
mnanity, we fhall not fupplicate in 
vain, 

It is the peculiar happinefs of 
thofe who live under a Briuh con- 
ftitution, to be indulged with their 
own fentiments in matters of reli- 
gion, when thefe principles of re- 
ligion are not incompatible with, or 
fubverfive of the conftitution in 
church or ftate ; and it isthe pe- 
culiar happinels of the Hebrew na- 
tion to lay, that their religion teaches 
peace and obedience to the govern- 
ment under which they live : and 
when civtl drffeafions have threat- 
ened to fubvert the conftitution, the 
Hicbrew nation have ever preferved 
a peacetul demeanour, with true 
loyalty to the King, and a firm and 
fteady attachment to the haws and 
con{litution. 

For what reafon, or from what 
motive we are to be banithed this 
ifland, we are at a lofs to account— 
It any among us have committed a 
crime for which they are punifhable, 
we humbly beg thofe crimes may be 
pointed out, and thar fuch perfons 
may be purged from among us, 
But it nothing canbe alledged againtt 
us but the religion of our forefathers, 
we hope that will not be confidered 
a crime ; or that a religion, which 
preaches peace and recommends obe- 
dience to government, fhould point 
out its fectarics as objeéts of your 

Excellencies mgour, and merit ex- 
clufion trom a Britith ifland, by the 
expreis orders of Brittth command- 
ers, A moment's refle¢tion mutt 
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difcountenance the idea, and Jeare 
us In pertect confidence of your Ex. 
cellencies favourable anfwer. 

Permit us then to aflure your Ey. 
cellencies, that we ever have, and 
ftill are willing, to give every con- 
fcientious teflimony of obedience to 
governinent ; and thofe of usin par- 
ticular, who claim to be natural born 
fubjects of Great-Britain, mot hum. 
bly intreat your Excellencies to order 
us before you, or before fuch per. 
fon or a as your Excellencies 
fhall pleafe to appoint, there to 
prove our loyalty and fidelity, and 
to repeat and take our oaths of al- 
legiance. 

May the God of all mercies in- 
cline your hearts to litlen to the 
prayers and fupplications of yoor 
peutioners, and in thts confidence, 
we humbly fubmit ourfelves to your 
Excellencies determination, hoping 
that you will pardon us for the in- 
trufion of this addrefs ; and that 
through your Excellencies lenity 
and humanity, your Excellencies 
will be pleated to grant us fuch fa- 
vourable terms, as you in youryudg- 
ment and wifdom {hall think mot 
advantageous to his Majetty’s inter 
eft, and the honour and glory of his 
fuccefsful arms. 


And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, &¢ 


Saint Euflatius, Fy). vb, 1781. 





Perstion of the West - Inova 
PLanTeERs and Meacnants # 
the KinG. 


To the King’s Moft Excellent Mays. 


The Humble Addrefs and per 4 
Sundry Weft- India Planters and Mer 


chants, on bebalf of themfereth 
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others interefed in the Briti/> Weft 
Iedia I[flands. 


Mott gracious Sovereign, : 
& your Majeity’s mott duti- 
ful and loyal fubjects, the 
Planters and Merchants interefted 
in the Britifh Weft-India Itlands, 
beg leave to approach your Royal 
prefence, with hearts full of the 
warmeft attachment to your Ma- 
iefty’s perfon and family, and to 
the happy conititution of this king- 
dom, 

The unhappy breach between 
Great Britain and the Colonies of 
North America, had no fooner tak- 
en place, than the Weit India plant- 
ers and merchants humbly repre- 
fented to your Majetty, and to both 
Houfes of Parliament, their appre- 
henfions of the diftrefs and danger, 
that would probably enfue there- 
trom. 

When the colonics of North 
America formed ap alliance with the 
ancient enemies of this kingdom, 
thofeapprehentions of your Majefty’s 
petitioners were greatly increafed ; 
and they fhould have confidered 
themfelves as deficient in every duty 
to your Majetty, as well as regard 
to the great intereits of this king- 
com,’ had they not reprefented to 
your Majetty’s minifters, the ad- 
Gtonal danger to which all the 
Brtith Weft India Iflands, were ex- 
poled, from fo powerful a combi- 
bation, 

Every effort was, therefore, early 
nade, and invariably continued, by 
our petitioners, to urge your Ma- 
Jety's minitters, to provide eflec- 
-- reinforcements foe their pro- 
ttchion, and particularly to a tl 

em, to keep a permanent fuperi- 

— of naval force in the Weft In- 

» as being the natural, and only 
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certain fecurity of thofe poffeifions. 
The lofs otf feveral of thofe iflands 
has afforded a melancholy proof of 
thofe timely and unremitted appli- 
cations. 

Confident, however, that the re- 
maining iflands mutt be confidered 
as objects deferving the moft ferious 
attention, your petitioners did not 
yield to defpair, but trufted, that 
the unhappy experience of paft loffes 
would excite your Majetty’s mi- 
nifters, to adopt fuch meafures, as 
mighteffectually fecure thofe iflands, 
which {till remained. 

But it is with the utmoft concern, 
that your petitioners are compelled 
to declare, that the remaining iflands 
are ftill fo unhappily defticute of 
protection, that at no moment of the 
war have they been expofed to more 
imminent danger, than in the pre- 
fent awful conjuncture. 

Your petitioners, therefore alarm- 
ed by the inefficacy of their former 
applications to your Majefty’s mi- 
nifters, humbly implore your Ma- 
jetty to enforce and extend the pre- 
fent aflurances they have given us, 
and to direct, that without delay, 
reinforcements, naval and military, 
adequate to the permanent defence 
of your Majeity’s Weft India 
iflands, may be tent out, fo that, 
by the blefing of Providence, 
thofe moft valuable poffeflions ma 
ftill be preferved to the Britifl 
empire. 

And your petitioners fhall ever 

pray, &c. &c. 





Jo the KING’S Mo Excellent 
MAJESTY. 


The humble Addrefi, Remonfirance, 
and Petition, of the Lord Mayors 
Aldermen, and Livery, of the City 

(L 2) of 













































of London, in Common-Hall a/- 


fembled . 


May it pleafe your Majetty, 
MPRESSEWD with an awful 
fenfe of the dangers which 
furround us, fecling tor ourfelves 
and our poiterity, anxious tor the 
glory of a country hitherto as much 
renowned for the virtues of juftice 
and humanity, as for the fplendour 
ot its arms, We approach your throne 
with fentiments becoming citizens at 
foal arming an hour; at the fame time 
with that refpect which is due to the 
monarch of a tree people, and a 


since ot the illuttrious houte of 


Bruafwick, to which we feel our- 
felves in a peculiar manner attached, 
by all the es of gratitude and affec- 
tion. 

It is with inexpreffible concern 
that we have heard your Majetty de- 
clare, in your fpeech to both houfes 
of Parliament, your intention of per- 
fevering in a fyftem of meatures 
which has proved fo difaitrous to this 
country. Such a declaration calls 
for the voice of a free and tmyured 
people. We feel the refpect dve to 
majefty : but in this critical and aw- 
ful moment, to flatter is to betray. 
Your Majeity’s miniiters have, by 
falic afiertions and fallacious tugget- 
tions, deluded your Majetty and the 
nation into the preient unnatural and 
untorcunate war, “The confequences 
ot thts delution have been, that the 
trade ot this country has fuftered ir- 
reparable loffes, and 1s threatened 
with final extin¢tien, 

Vhe manutactures in many va- 
luable bianches are declinin: 
their supply of materials rendered 
precarious, by the intertority of vour 
Majetty’s feet to that of the enemy 
m alimoit every part ot the globe. : 

The landed prope ry ‘unough- 


, and 
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out the kingdom has been depreci- 
ated to the mott alarming degree, 

The property ot your Majetty’s 
fubjects vefled in the public funds 
has lott above one third of its valye, - 

Private credit has been almoi 
wholiy annihilated by the enormoys 
intereit given in the public loans 
fuperior to that which 1s allowed by 
law in any private contract. Such 
of our brethren in America as were 
deluded by the promiles of your 
Majetiy’s miniflers, and the procla- 
inations of your generals to join 
vour Majettys ftandard, have been 
furrendered by your Majetty’s as. 
mies to the mercy of their victorious 
countrymen. 

Your Majeity’s fleets have lof 
their wonted fuperiority, 

Your armies have been cap- 
tured, 

Your dominions have been lof, 

And your Majefty’s faithful 
fubjects have been loaded with « 
burthen of taxes, which, even if ov: 
victories had been as fplendid as our 
defeats have been difgraceful, if ov: 
acceilion of dominion had been a 
fortunate as the difmemberment © 
the empire has been cruel and di 
aftrous, could not in itfelf be conb 
dered but as a great and gnevow 
calamity. 

We do, therefore, mott humbl\ 
aad carnettiy implore your Maye! 
to take all thele circumitances 
your royal confideration, and | 
compare the prefent fituation of you 
dominions with that uncommon te 
of profperity to which the wildom : 
your royal ancefiors, the 1% var 
bravery ot the Britihh peopit, ” 
the favour of divine Provicent 
which attends upon principles “F 
ftice and humanity, had once Tas" 
this happy country, the 7; ” 
envy of all the civilized world: 4 

We befeech vour Majchy ¢ 
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to continue in a delufion from 
which the nation has awakened ; and 
that your Majeity will be gracioufly 
to relinquifh entirely, and 
tor ever, the plan of reducing our 
brethren in America to obedience by 
force; a plan which the fatal expe- 
rience of pait lofles has convinced us 
cannot be profecuted without mani- 
felt and imminent danger to all your 
Majetty’s remaining poffeflions in the 
oa world. 

We with to declare to your Ma- 
ety, to Europe, to America itfelf, 
ovr abhorrence of the continuation 
of this unnatural and unfortunate 
war, which can tend to no other pur- 
pofe than that of alienating and ren- 
dering irrecoverable the confidence 
ot our American brethren, with 
whom we {till hope to live upon the 
terms of intercourfe and friendfhip, 
fo neceflary to the commercial pro- 
iperity of this kingdom. We do, 
theretore, farther humbly implore 
your Majefty, that your Majeity will 
ve gracioutly pleafed to difmifs from 
your prefence and councils all the 
advifers, both public and fecret, of 
the meafures we lament, as a pledge 
tothe world of your Majetty’s fixed 
determination to abandon a fvitem 
mcompatible with the intereit of 
your crown, and the happineis ot 
your people. 


Cone 
signed by order, 


WILLIAM RIX. 


Petition of Henry Laurens, E/y. to the 
Houfe of Commons. 


% * Right Hon. Charles VV olfran 
erm=vail, Speaker, and the Hon. 
the Houfe of Commons. 


Gmc ’ 
HE reprefentation and prayer 
és of Henry Laurens, a native 
‘South Carolina, fome time recog. 
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nized by the Britifh Commitlioners 
in America by the ftyle of his Ex- 
cellency Henry Laurens, Prefident 
of Congrefs, now a clofe prifoner 
in the ‘Tower of London, 

Mott refpecttuily fheweth, That 
your reprefenter for many years, at the 
peril of his lite and fortune, evidently 
laboured to preferve and ftrengthen 
the ancient fnendihip between Great 
Britain and the colonies; and that 
in no inttance he cyer excited on 
either fide the ditlenfions which fe- 
parated them. 

That the commencement of the 
prefent war was a fubject of great 
grict to him, inafmuch as he tore- 
faw and foretold, in letters now ex- 
tant, the ditrefies which both coun- 
tries experience at this day, 

That in the rife and progrefs of 
the war, he extended every act of 
kindnefs in his power to perions 
called Loyalitts and Quictitts, | as 
well as to Britifh prifoners of war ; 
very ample proois of which he can 
yroduce. 

That he was captured on the Ame- 
rican coatt, firft landed upon Ame- 
rican ground, where he faw ex- 
changes of Britth and American 
prifoners in a courfe of negouation ; 
and that fuch exchanges and enlarge- 
ments upon parole are mutually and 
daily practifedin America. 

That he was committed to the 
‘Tower onthe 6th of October, 1780, 
being then danveroutiy ill; that in 
the mean time he has, in many rel- 
pects, particularly by being depriv- 
ed (with very little exception) of 
the vilits and confultations of his 
children and other relations and 
friends, fuffered under a degree ot 
rigour almott, if not altogether, 
unexampled in modern Britifh hif- 
tory. | 

That from long confinement, and 
the want of proper exercife, and 
other obvious causes, his bodily 


(L 3) health 
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health is greatly impaired, and that 
he is now in a languifhing ftate : 
And, 

Therefore your reprefenter hum- 
bly prays your Honours will con- 
defcend to take his cafe into contider- 
ation; and, under proper condi- 
trons and re{tri¢tions, grant him en- 
largement, or fuch other relief as to 
the wifdom and benignity of your 
Honours {hall feem fitting. 


Henry LAvuReEns. 


Tower of London, 
Dec. 1, 1781. 
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The Report of the Commiffoners for 
examining, taking, and flating the 
Public Accounts of this Kingdom, 


to the Honourable the Hone of 


Commons, in Purfaance of an Or- 
der dated the ror of November, 
173c. 


To the honourable the Knights, C1- 
tizens, and Burcefles in Parhia- 
ment aflembled, 


N obedience to an order of this 

honourable houle, bearing date 
the roth November initant, ** That 
the commitlioners appointed by an 
act, paffed in the lait fetlion of par- 
liament, tor examining, taking, and 
fiaung the public accounts of this 
kingdom, do torthwith report to this 
houfe what progrefs they have made 
therein:” 

We report, That as foon as the 
act, by which we were conftituted, 
was patied, and a proper place tor 
our reception could be provided, 
we entered upon the execution of 
the act; and after the neceflary ar- 
rangements of office, and forms of 
proceeding were fettled, we in the 
tirit place, 1n obedience to the ex- 
prets directions of the act, made ufe 








PAPERS. 


of all the neceffary means for com. 
ing at a knowledge of the names of 
all perfons in the receipt of public 
money, or to whom public mo 
unaccounted for had been iiued, 
that we might direct precepts for an 
account of the balances ip their 
hands, in order to examine what 
part thereat might be applied to the 
public fervice. 

from time to time, as fuch in. 
formation (not procured without dif. 
ficulty, nor without delay) has been 
obtained, we have iflued precepts in 
confequencé thereot, to which, for 
the moft part, returns have been 
made. We have received accounts 
of the balances in the hands of the 
receivers general of the land tax, 
and of the reprefentatives of thofe 
who are dead; of the different trea- 
furers, and reprefentatives of trea- 
furers of the navy, whofe accounts 
are unfettled; of the different pay- 
mafters, and rcprefentatives of pays 
matters, of his mayjetly’s forces, 
whofe accounts are unfettled; and 
of various other clafles of public ac- 
countants : reports of which will be 
made to his Majetty, and to both 
houfes of Parliament, in purfuance 
ot the direétions of the act, as foon 
as fuch examinations have been ta- 
ken as are neceflary to enable us to 
judge, what part of thofe balances 
may be immediately taken out of the 
hands of the public accountants, 
and applicd to the public fervice. 

We bevan thele enquiries with 
the receivers general of the land- 
tax, of whom we have examined a3 
many as we thought neceflary, not 
only as to the public money in their 
hands, but alfo as to the mode of 
collecting, rece, ving, paying in, and 
accounting for, the taxes receivee 
by them. Upon the firit part of 


this enquiry, namely, as to the pub- 
lig money in their 


hands, we are 
preparing 
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sreparing a report, which we hope 
will be foon ready to be prefented. 

As the excife is one of the moft 
confiderable branches of the public 
reventic, we have examined icveral 
of the officers in its diflerent de- 
nartments, as well to be informed 
of the mode and manner in which 
+ js collected and paid in, as to en- 
ible. us to judge with what compa- 
rative expence, eflicacy, and dif- 
patch, the land-tax 1s collected and 
paid into the Exchequer. 

fhe returas of balances from the 
treafurers of the navy, Whofe names 
as public accountants ftand firit in 
the general certificate of accounts 
depending in the office of the audi- 
tors of the impreit, are now under 
our confderation. We have exa- 
mined the right honourable earl 
Temple, reprelentative of the late 
George Grenville, Efq. the right 
hon. lord vitcount Barrington; the 
night hon lord vitcount Howe; Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, baronet, reprefenta- 
twe of the late Sir Gilbert Elhor, 
baronet; and the mght hon. Wel- 
bore Rilis; and we are now collect. 
ing fuch other information as may 
enable us toreport upon the balances 
telpectively in their hands. 

In the execution ot the truft veft- 
edin us, we have proceeded with 
a much expedition as we found con- 
hitent with the difficulty and im- 
portance of the objects before us, 
and an exact and unparual attention 
tu the intereits of the public, and 
the nghts of individuals. 

A commiffion of accounts, to the 
‘tent and for the purpofes expreff- 
(din the act, is not an ordinary in- 
anltiOn 5 and we have been oblig- 
* to content ourfelves with the fug- 
Mons of our own underitandings, 
unalitited cithe r by the lights ot our 
“Aceltors, or the experience of co- 
Kuporaness A reference to the 
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. 
minutes of our proceedings, will, if 
called for, fhew that we have at 
leaft been diligent and perfever- 
ing. 
Guy CarLeTon, 
T. ANGUISH, 
A. Piccort, (L. 
Ricuarp NEavE, (L. 
SamukEt Beacucrort, (L. 
Greorce Drummonp, (L. 


(L.S.) 
(L. S.) 
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The Second Report of the Commiffioners 
appointed to examint, ‘ake, and 
fiate, the Public Accounts of the 
Kingdom. 


URSUING the line of in- 

quiry marked out in our firtt 
report to the legitlature, namely, an 
examination of the balances in the 
hands of thofe accountants who re- 
ceive money from the (ubjeét to be 
paid into the exchequer; that we 
might omit no office of receipt, and 
no receiver of the public revenue 
under that defcription, we obtained 
trom the office of the auditor of the 
exchequer, * A lift ot all the pub- 
lic offices where money is received 
for taxes or duties, and of the names 
of all perfons who are receivers of 
public money raifed upon the fubs 
ject by taxes or duties, and whg pay 
the fame into the Exchequer,” 

We have evainioe | into the mane 
ner in which the public revenue is 
collected, receivea, and paid into 
the Exchequer, in ai! thefe offices, 
and by all thefe receivers. 

In the cuftoms, the receiver yee 
neral, William Mellif)), efquire, cer- 
tified to us, that upon the roth of Sep- 
tember laft, there was 
exclulively of the current week- 
ly receipt of tie d ities of the cuf- 


— i } . 
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toms, the fum of four thoufand four 
hundred and twelve pounds three 
fillings and ten pence; which fum 
was 
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was the amount of certain collec- 
tions tranfmitted to him, either from 
the plantations, or particular out- 
orts; and was to continue in his 
hands no longer than until the 
comptroller-general, as to fome 
parts of it, and the commiffioners, 
as to other parts, fhou!d direct un- 
der what heads of duties the feveral 
items, of which this fum was com- 
pounded, fhould be arranged, and 
said into the Exchequer, or other- 
wife difpofed of. Mr. Mellith has 
informed us, that part of this fu has 
been paid by him, according to or- 
ders of the commiffioners and comp- 
troller-general; and that the other 
rt thereof, amounting to three 
thoufand two hundred cighty-cight 
pounds fourteen fhillings and eleven 
pence farthing, was remaining in 
his hatids the zoth inftant: this re- 
mainder, we are of opinion, the com- 
miffioners and comptroller-general 
fhould in their feveral departments 
arrange, and the receiver-general 
fhould pay according to fuch ar- 
ranzement as fpecdily as poffible. 
By the examinations of Jofhua 
Powell, efquire, chief clerk to the 
comptroller-general; and of Mr. 
Anthony Blinkhorn, affittant to the 
receiver-general, it appears that the 
duties of the cuftoms are collected 
by officers, either in London or at 
the out-ports: in London, the chief 
teller every day receives them from 
the collectors, and pays them into 
the office of the receiver-general ; 
at the out-ports, the colleétors re- 
mit their recetpt by bills to the re- 
ceiver-general, ill one not permit- 
ted to retain in their hands ‘above 
one hundred pounds, unlefs for 
{pec al reafons, allowed of by the 
cominiffioners, and by the lords 
of the treafury. The nett produce 
of every duty received in each 
week, is paid by the receiver-gene- 
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ral in the following week jato the 
Exchequer, 

In the excife, we find, from the 
examinations of George Lewis Seoty 
efquire, one of the commiffioners. 
and of Richard Paton, eiquire, fe. 
cond general-accountant ( h an. 
nexed to our firft report) that the 
collectors retain in their hands no 
part of the duties they receive; 
and that the receiver-general every 
week pays into the Exchequer the 
nett produce of this revenue, unlef 
fome forefeen demands in the fol. 
lowing weck make a_refervation of 
any part of it neceflary. 

in the ftamp-office, we examined 
Mr. James Dugdale, deputy receiver- 
general; and Mr. John Lloyd, firt 
clerk to the comptroller and ac- 
countant-general; from whom we 
collect, that the whole produce of 
thefe duties, arifing cither from the 
receipt at the office in London, or 
from bills remitted from the difir- 
butors in the country, is paid every 
week into the Exchequer. 

In the falt-office, Milward Rowe, 
efquire, one of the commiffoners, 
and Mr. John Elliot, correfpon- 
dent, were examined: the collet. 
ors of thefe duties are continually 
remitting their receipt to the office 
in bills; every weck the account 18 
made up, and the whole balance 
paid into the Exchequer, referring 
always, in the hands of the cafiner, 
a fum not excecding five hundred 
pounds, for the purpofe of detray- 
ing the incidental expences of the 
othce. 

In the office for licenfing hawkers 
and pedlars, we learn trom Mr. 
James Turner, one of the commil- 
fioners, that the riding furveyors 
keep remitting to this office, ip 
the duties they receive in the coun 
try; which the cafhier pays, 10s 
ther with what he receives 0 en 
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weekly, into the Exchequer, 
te to the att of the gth and 


‘oth of king William the Third, 


yided his whole receipt amounts 
to more than two hundred pounds ; 
referving in his hands fuch a fum 
as may be fufficient for the payment 
of falaries, incidents, and current 

Nes. 
in the office for regulating hack- 
coaches and chairs, we colleét 
from the examination of Mr. Jofeph 
Marfhall, clerk to the receiver-ge- 
peral, that the duties or rents of the 
hackney coaches become due every 
junar month, and of the hackney 
chairs every quarter ; and thefe rents 
being afually paid withia a certain 
time after they become due, the re- 
ctiver-general makes a payment of 
one thoufand pounds into the Ex- 
chequer every twenty-eight days, 
except that each of his are 
payments amounts to five hundred 
ds only, as he then referves in 
his hands a fum for the payment of 
falaries, and the incidental expences 
of the office. 

The punctuality and expedition 
with which the duties colleéted in 
thefe offices pafs from ‘the pocket of 
the fubjeét into the Exchequer, leave 
wsno room to fuggeft any alteration 
in the time or manner of paying in 
the fame. 

In the poft office, Robert Trevor, 
ef. the receiver-general, in anfwer 
to our precept, returned a balance 
of nine thoufand three hundred fift 
eight pounds two shillings, in his 
hands a the sth of September 
lat. From his examination, and 
from thofe of William Fauquier, efg. 
accountant-general in this office, and 
of Mr. William Ward, colleétor of 
the bye and crofs road office, it ap- 
pears, that this revenue is paid into 
the office of the receiver-general, ei- 
ther by certain officers or colle€ors 
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in London (fome paying every other 
day, fome weekly, and fome quar- 
terly, or by remittances in bills 
from the poft-mafters in the coun. 
try) whodo not keepthe moncy they 
receive any confiderable time in their 
hands. The collector of the bye 
and crofs-road office makes his pay- 
ments to the recciver-general quar- 
terly, and to the amount of home 
fifteen thoufand pounds each quar- 
ter. The receiver-general pays in- 
to the exchequer feven hundred 
pounds every week, purfuant to the 
act of the oth and soth of queen 
Anne, chapter the roth, a the 
balance in his hands he pays in every 
quarter, referving about five thou- 
fand pounds to anfwer incidental 
warrants from the board, to pay fa- 
laries and other expences of the 
office. 

There are four branches of the 
revenue which are collected not un- 
der the direétion of commiffioners, 
but by fingle perfons only : thefe are 
the firft fruits and the tenths of the 
clergy; and the deductions of fix 
pence, and of one fhilling, in the 
pound, out of pentions, falaries, fees, 
and wages. 

We examined Fdward Mulfo, 
efquire, the receiver, and John Ba- 
con, efquire, the deputy receiver, 
of the firit fruits; whoinformed us, 
that this revenue is received from 
the clergy, at the office in London ; 
that at the end of O¢tober, or the 
beginning of November, in every 
year, this receiver pays into the Ex- 
chequér the net receipt of the pre- 
ceding year, ending 31ft ot De- 
cember; and that the balance of 
this duty, in his hands, upon the 
30th of November laft, was four 
thoufand three hundred thirty-two 
pounds eight fhillings and eleven 
pence three farthings. 

Robert Chefter, efquire, the re- 

| cover 
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ceiver of the tenths, being examin- 
ed, we find that thefe payments be- 
come due from the clergy every 
Chriftmas, that they ought to be 
made before the laft day of April 
following, and if they are not made 
before the 31{t of May, he delivers 
an account of the defaulters into the 
Exchequer; that he receives thefe 
payments, together with the arrears 
ot former years, during the follow- 
ing year, ending at Chrittmas, to 
which tinte he makes up his yearly 
account, and in the month of June 
or July after, he has, for the lait 
three years,paid into the Exchequer 
the net receipt of the preceding 
year; and it appears, that, upon 
the 2zoth of December laft, the tum 
in his hands was nine thoufandeight 
hundred and ninety pounds and two 
pence haltpenny. 

Both thefe dues from the clergy 
are granted in purfuance of the 2d 
and 3d of queen Anne, chapter rith, 
to the corporation called The Go- 
vernors of the Bounty of Queen 
Anne, for the augmentation of the 
maintenance of the poor clergy. 
Thefe governors ufually hold their 
firtt meeting fome time in Novem- 
ber every year, a thort time betore 
which it has been cuflomary for 
thefe receivers to make their pay- 
ments into the Exchequer. 

Thomas A ile, efquire, receiver of 
the fix penny duty, collects it from 
the offices and perions charged,either 
quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly, 
according to the practice of the of- 
fice or perfon he receives it from : 
he has no ilated times for his pay- 
ments into the Exchequer, except 
that in March or April, every year, 
he pays in the balance then in his 


hands, of his lait year’s collection, 
By his return to us, upon the 16th 
of December latt, the fum of fix 
thousand eighthundred cighty-one 
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pounds feven thillings and cleven 
pence was then remaining in his 
hands; but this fum, as he hys 
fince informed us, he has paid into 
the Exchequer, toyether with the 
baance of his year’s account, end. 
ing the 5th initanc, 

Richard Carter, efquire, receiver 
of the one filling duty, collects it 
from different offices, at different 
times: he ufually makes payments 
every quarter into the Exchequer, 
and once a year pays in the balance, 
The fum in his teem upon the 
zoth October laft, was two thou. 
fand and fitty pounds fittcen fhillings 
and feven pence; and he has fince 
lignified to us, that he has paid the 
fame into the Exchequer. 

‘Lhe intention of that claufe in 
the act, which direéts our firft in. 
quiries to the public money in the 
hands of accountants, is, that the 
public may the jooner avail them- 
felves of the ufe of their own mo- 
ney; one of the indifpentible means 
of obtaining this end is, to acegle- 
rate the payment of the revenue m- 
tothe Exchequer. 

Out of the revenue of the pol 
office, the a@ of queen Anne or 
dors 2 payment of feven hundred 
pounds every week into the Ex- 
chequer, and alligns a8 a reafon, 
‘Cthe raifing a prefent fupply of 
monies for carrying on the war, a 
other her majeity’s moit neceflary 
oceafions.” ‘The neceflary occas 
fions of thefe times, require pay: 
ments as-large and as frequent a 
gan be made. It appears from an 
account of the net produce of the 
revenues of the polit ofhce at the 
time the act of queen Anne pa 
and from the accounts of the pre 
fent weekly receipts of thefe tt 
venues, and of the balances 


quarterly into the Exchequer, tran’ 


niitted to us trom the receiver Bea 
| 











PUBLIC 


that the revenues of this office 
“ much increafed, and that the 
current weekly receipt will fupply a 
much larger payment than feven 
hundred pounds. Weare theretore 
of opinion, that the method of pay- 
ing the balance every week into the 
Exchequer, eftablifhed in the cuf- 
toms, excile, and other offices a- 
bove mentioned, fhould be adopted 
in the poii office ; and that the re- 
ceiver general fhould every week pay 
the net balance of his receipt into 
theExchequer,referving in his hands 
no more than is necetlary to anfwer 
the current payments and expences 
of the office. 

It appears to be cuftomary for the 
receiver of the firtt fruits, to detain 
jn his hands the produce of the 
whole year, until cight or nine 
months after that year is ended, be- 
fides receiving the current produce 
of thofe months; and for the re- 
ceiver of the tenths to detain in his 
hands, for at leaft a year, thewhole 
of this duty, received by him be- 
fore the 3:{t of May in each year 
(at which time he delivers a lift of 
the defaulters into the Exchequer), 
befides receiving the current pro- 
duce of that year. It appears like- 
wife, that the receivers of the fix- 
penny and fhilling duties, do not 
pay into the Exchequer the whole 
produce of thefe duties as they re- 
ceive them. All fuch detentions 
are, nour opinion, a difadvantage 
tothe public, and liable to abufe. 
There exifts no reafon why the pub- 
lic fhould not have the cuftody and 
ule of public money, rather than 
an individual, until the fervice to 
which it is appropriated, of what- 
fver nature that fervice may be, calls 

its application: the public cof- 
fers are the fafett repofitory for pub- 
ic money, 


One purpofe among others, ex- 
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preffed in the aét that appoints us, 
18, that any defect in the prefent 
method of collecting the duties may 
be corrected, and that a lefs expen- 
hve one may be eftablifhed; and we 
are expretly directed to report fuch 
regulations, asin our judgment fhall 
appear expedient to be eftablifhed, 
in order that the dutics may here- 
after be received in the manner the 
moft advantageous to the public. 

We theretore, in obedience there- 
to, think it our duty to fubjoin one 
obfervation, that has occurred to us 
during the progrefs of our inqui- 
ries. 

The land tax, and the duties a- 
rifing from flamps, falt, licences to 
hawkers and pedlars, and from 
hackney coaches and chairs, are un- 
der the management of five feparate 
and dittinct boards of commiffioners, 
confifting of twenty-five in num- 
ber: the amount of the grofs pro- 
duce of the laft four of thefe duties, 
by the returns made to our pre- 
cepts, is eight hundred thirty-one 
thoufand one hundred twenty-fix 
pounds three fhillings and one penny 
three farthings; of the nett produce, 
feven hundred fixty thoufand five 
hundred forty-eight pounds fifteen 
fhillings and fix pence. The time 
in which the commiffioners are ufu- 
ally engaged in tranfadting the bufi- 
nefs of their feveral offices is as fol- 
lows: the attendance of the com- 
miffioners of the land tax, at their 
office, is thrice a week; of the flam 
office, thrice a week; of the falt of- 
fice, twice a week; of hawkers and 
pedlars, once a week; of hatkney 
coaches and chairs, once a week. 

We are aware, that the compara- 
tive produce of different duties, is 
not alone a criterion by which we 
may judge with precifion and cer- 
tainty of the time, trouble, expence, 
and number of officers nece hos 
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be employed in the management of 
them: to have formed an accurate 
and decifive opinion upon this point, 
it would have been neceflary to have 
entered into an examination, which 
would have carried us too tar trom 
the obje& of our prefent enquiry ; 
but we are of opinion, that the fmall 
produce of fome of thefe duties, and 
the fhort time in which each of thefe 
five boards are able to tranfact their 
bufinefs, are circumftances which 
induce a ftrong prefumption, that fo 
many eftablifhments are not necefla- 

bor the management of thefe 
branches of the revenue; and which 
fay a reafonable foundation for an 
enquiry, whether there may not be 
formed a confolidation of offices, be- 
neficial to the public. This fuggef- 
tion we fubmit to the wifdom ot the 
legiflature. 


Office of Accounts, Bell-Yard, 
3ift of January, 17381. 


Guy Carterton, (L.S.) 
T. ANGUISH, (L.S.) 
A. Piccorr, (L.S.) 
Ricn. Neave, (L. 8S.) 
Sam. Bracucrort, (L.S.) 
Gro, Daummonp. (L. S.) 
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The third Report of the Commiffioners 
appointed to examine, take, and fate 


the public Accounts of the Kingdom. 


AVING finifhed our exami- 
nations of all thofe public ac- 
countants that came toour knowledge 
in the firft clafs, as far as relates to 
the balances of public money in their 
hands, we, in the next place, di- 
rected our atrention tothofe account- 
ants who receive public money out 
of the Exchequer, by way of impreft, 
and upon account, 
The certificate of the accounts 


depending in the office of the audi- 
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tors of the impreft, tranfmitted tou 
purfuant to our precepr, furnithed 
us with a lift of thefe accountants - 
we took them into our confideration 
in the order in which they ftand y 
that certificate ; a rule we purfue in 
regard to allliiis of accountants, un- 
lefs there are fome fpecial reafons 
for departing from it. 

The fet of accountants therein 
firft mentioned, are the treafurers of 
the navy; and of thefe, the names 
that ftand firft are the executors of 
Anthony vifcount Faulkland, whofe 
final account is dated the «th of 
April, 1689, and from whom a bak 
ance of twenty-feven thoufind fix 
hundred and eleven pounds, fix hil 
lings and five pence ‘arthing, is de. 
clared to be then due. We did not 
mifpend ourtime in a purfuit where 
there was fo little probabil ty of be- 
nefit to the pubiic: a debt that has 
ca for nearly a century, may be 

refumed defperate. Pafling over 
therefore this article, we iffued our 
precepts to earl Temple, as repre- 
fentative of the late George Gren- 
ville, Efg. to lord vifcount Bar- 
rington, lord vifcount Howe, and 
to Sir Gilbert Elliot, baronet, as 
reprefentative of the late Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, for an account of the public 
money in their hands, cuftody, or 
power, as late treafurers of the ne 
vy. ‘The returns made to our pre- 
cepts are fet forth in the appentis ; 
from which it appears, that the ba- 
lances of public money remaining in 
their refpective hands, upon the days 
therein mentioned, amounted toge- 
ther to the fam of feventy-fix thou- 
fand, feven hundred and ninety- 
three pounds, eighteen fhillings, and 
one penny farthing. 

‘That we might learn for what fea- 
fons, fervices, of purpoles, 
fums are permitted to remain 10 the 


hands of trcafurers of the aes 
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frer they are out of office, we 
car Senet of the officers in this 
departincnt, namely, George Swaf- 
field, efq. cathier of the victual- 
ling ; Andrew Douglas, efq. pay- 
maiter; Mr. Adam Jellicoe, chief 
clerk to the pay-mafler, and Mr, 
Francis Cook, ledger-writer. By 
them we are fupphed with the fol- 
jowing information. 
- The office of the treafurer of the 
wy is divided into three branches, 
i ayemaiter’s, the cafhier’s, and 
the victualling branch, All the mo- 
ney he receives is for the navy fer- 
vices, and placed under, or carried 
over, to one of thefe branches; the 
money in each branch is fubdivided, 
arrange’, and kept under various 
different heads of fervices ; the whole 
balance, at the time he leaves the 
office, continues to be liable, whe- 
ther it be in his hands, or in the 
hands of his reprefentatives, in cafe 
of his death, to/the fame fervices 
for which its feveral parts were ori- 
givally deftined ; and the commif- 
boners of the navy, victualling, and 
fick and hurt offices, each in their 
feveral departments, continue to af- 
ign bills upon him for payment, 
wotil they have reduced his balance 
to fuch a fum as, in their opinions, 
will not be more than fufficient toan- 
iwer purpofes for which it has teen 
ufual to leave money with him, un- 
til his final account is pafled. Thefe 
purpoles are, firit, to carry on the 
recals upon thofe thips books which 
were open in his treafurerfhip, and 
the payment of the half-pay lifts, 
and bounties tochaplains. ‘The thips 
books are ufually kept open for re- 
calls, for feven or eight years after 
the expiration of the treafurerfhip, 
wn order to give thofe feamen who, 
by being either turned over to other 
fips, or employed in other places, 
could not attend at the time the fhip 
1 
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was paid, an opportunity of receiv. 
ing their wages when it is in their 
power to apply forthem. Theon- 
ly fund applicable to this fervice is, 
the money in the pay branch, placed 
under the head of ** ‘To pay thips, 
and carry on recalls.” This fone 
vice is at an end when the fhips books 
are made up. They are made up 
as they come in courfe, in order of 
time; and after the laft is clofed, 
the half-pay lifts are alfo clofed, and 
the payment of the bounty to chap- 
lains ceafes. 

The other purpofe is to pay the 
fees and expences of carrying on, 
making up, and pailing bis accounts, 
Upon paifing every annual account, 
fees are paid to the auditors of the 
impreft, out of the money in his 
hands, under the head of ** To pay 
Exchequer tees, and other contin- 
pe expences of the pay-office ;” 

ut upon pafling his final account, 
there 1s a gratuity alfo paid in the 
following manner ;—The officers 
and clerks who tranfa& the bufinefs 
of the treafurer in office, carry on 
alfo at the fame time, and finally 
make up, the accounts of the trea- 
furers out of office ; for which extra 
work they have no falary or recom- 
pence whatever, until the final ac- 
count is ready tobe paffed, at which 
time it has been ufual for them, by 
petition to the lords of the treafury, 
to obtain a reafonable allowance for 
their trouble, which has been paid 
them, by virtue of a treafury war- 
rant, out of any money remaining 
in the hands of that treafurer, under 
whatever heads of fervice it may be 
placed. This gratuity, together 
with the fees of pafling the annual 
accounts, and for the quietus, it is 
imagined will exhauft the whole ba- 
lance now remaining in the hands of 
lord Temple. 

All the thips books which were 

paid 
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paid by Mr. Grenville, lord Barring- 
ton, and lord Howe, are made up, 
and confequently the balances which 
the three boards have lett in the 
hands of thefe treafurers muft be for 
the purpofe of paying the fees and 
expences of carrying on, making up, 
and paffing their accounts. Of Sir 
Gilbert Eliiot’s fhips books, five 
hundred and fix are {till open for re- 
calls ; and payments, if applied for, 
are made upon them once a week ; 
and therefore, whatever fums tland 
upon his account, in his paymatter’s 
branch, under the heads of wares, 
half-pay, and bounties to chap/ains, 
are ftill applicable to thofe fervices ; 
and the retidue of the money permit- 
ted to remain with him ts tor the pur- 
pofe of paying the fees and expen- 
ces of carrying on, making up, and 
paffing his.accounts. 

How foon then will thefe feveral 
furs be wanted for this purpote ? 
The accounts of the treafurers of 
the navy are made up and puffed as 
they come in courfe, in order of 
time; the officers mutt finiih one 
year betore they begin upon an- 
other ; anda fubfequent treaturer’s 
accountis never finifhed till his pre- 
deceffor’s is finally clofed. The {tate 
in which their accounts are, in the 
office of the auditors of the imprett 
is thiss—The laft which is declared 
is Mr. Grenville’s account tor the 
yeir 1758: of all the fubfequeot ac- 
counts, only fome fections of their 
refpective navy and victualling ledg- 
ers are delivered into this office ; 
which parts of a treafurer’s accounts 
are ufually fent thither as fpeedily 
as they can be made up atter the 
year expires. 

From an account of the balances 
remaining in the hands of thefe trea. 
furers, atthe times they refpectively 
ceafed to be treafurers; and an ac- 
count of the times when their lait 
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fhips books’ were made up; and 
{tate of Mr. Grenville’s balancer 
and of the balances of lord Barring. 
ton, lord Howe, and Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, every year fince they feveryl] 
went outof office, all tranfinitted toys 
from the pay office of the navy, pur- 
fuant to our requifitions, we find 
that Mr. Grenville refigned this of. 
fice in 1762, and his laft thip’s book 
was made up in 1771; that lord Bar. 
rington refigned this office in 1765, 
and his latt thip’s book was madey 
in 1775; that lord Howe ref 
this office in 1770, and his lat thip’s 
book was meade up in 1773; and 
that sir Gilbert Elliot died in 1797: 
hence it appears, that for nineteen 
years there has been in the hands of 
Mr. Grenville, or of his reprefenta. 
tives, and for fifteen years in the 
hands of lord Barrington, and for ten 
years in the hands of lord Howe, 
and for three years in the hands of 
the reprefentatives of Sir Gilbert El- 
lot, confiderable fums of public 
money (exclufively of fums on the 
heads of wages, half-pay, and boun- 
ty tochaplains) deftined to purpo- 
fes which (except the pafling three 
years of Mr. Grenville’s accounts) 
have not yet exifted, and which, if 
we may judge from the progrefs hi- 
therto made in pafling thefe accounts, 
are not likely foon to exift. 

Where public money is ap 
pointed for a fervice or purpofe to 
arife at a future time, we are of opt- 
nion, the public alone oughtto have 
the cuitody and ufe of that money, 
inthe mean time, and until the fer- 
vice or purpofe calls for its applica- 
tion. 

When the fees and gratuity be- 
come payable, we fee no reafon 
why the treafurer in office thou 
not pay them, in like manner as 
the treafurers out of office pay them 


now. We 
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We did not form our opinion 

w thefe balances without firit 
hearing the latetreafu rers themfelves, 
or the reprefentatives of thole W ho 
gredead; and therefore we examined 
earl Temple, lord vifcount barring - 
ton, lord vifcount Howe, and Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, baronet; not one of 
whom made any objection to paying 
their balances into the Exchequer, 
upon condition, fome of receiving 
their quietus, others of being made 
fecure in fuch payments. We do 
therefore conceive, that the balan- 
ces of public money now remaining 
in the hands of earl Temple, as re- 
prefentative of the late George 
Grenville, efquire, and in the hands 
of lord vifcount Barrington, and of 
lord vifcount Howe, and of Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot, baronet, as reprefenta- 
tive of Sir Gilbert Elliot, late trea- 
furers of the navy, ought to be paid 
into the Exchequer, tor the public 
fervice, leaving in the hands of Sir 
Gilbert Elliot the fums in his ac- 
count placed under the heads of wa- 
ges, half-pay, and bounties to chap- 
lains, to carry on the fervices to 
which the fame are applicable : that 
fuch payments fhould be without 
prejudice, and a proper fecurity and 
indemnification be given to each of 
them, againit any lofs or detriment 
that may accrue to them, in confe- 
quence of fuch payments. 

The Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, 
the prefenttreafurer of the navy, re- 
turned to our requifition, a balance 
in his hands upon the 31ft of Auguft 
lait, of three hundred forty-eight 
thoufand, nine hundred forty-one 
pounds, eleven fhillings and nine- 
pence. The att directs us to cxa- 
mine into all balances in the hands 
of public accountants, for the pur- 
mn of confidering at fum may 

taken out of their hands, to be 
apphed to the public fervice. It is 
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obvious, we could not examine the 
balance in the hands of the treafu- 
rer in office with this view ; it could 
not be in our power to fay, that any 
part of it ought to be paid back into 
the Exchequer, becaute, ¢n an office 
of fo conftant and large an expendi- 
ture, this fum mutt probably be ex- 
hautied, even while it was under our 
confideration : but it was competent 
to us, and we thought it our duty, to 
examine whether this was a larger 
fum than the current bufinefs of the 
otlice required fhould at that time be 
entruited to the treafurer of the na- 
vy- A comparifon between the 
quantum of the fum, and the de- 
mands upon it, would enable us to 
form fome judgment upon this point: 
with this view we examined the pre- 
fent treafurer himfelf, ‘Timothy 
Brett, efquire, commifhioner of the 
navy, and comptroller of the trea- 
furer’s accounts, John Slade, efquire, 
commiffioner of the victualling, and 
John Bell, efquire, commiilioner of 
the fick and hurt; from whom we 
colleét the following information: 
All the money received by the 
treafurer, forthe fervices of the navy, 
is either iflued to him out of the Ex- 
chequer, or paid to him by fund 
perfons, in purfuance of the direéti- 
onsot the navy, victualling, or fick 
and hurt boards. ‘The money from 
the Exchequer is iffued to him, and 
atranged in his accounts under vari- 
ous heads of fervices; thefe heads 


‘are kept diftinét; and he cannot place 


or transfer a fum iffued to him under 
one head, to any other head of fer- 
vice. All bills affigned upon him 
for payment by thefe boards, fpe- 
cify the correfpondent head of {er- 
vice out of which that bill is to be 
paid, and he muft not pay it out of 
money placed under any other head 
of fervice, than that fo fpecified on 


the bill. , 
When 















When money is wanted, the ap- 
lication for itnever originally moves 
on the treafurer, except in the fin- 
gle inftance of money to pay fees, and 
other contingent expences: this he 
craves of bimfelf, when that fund is 
nearly exhaufted : in all other cafes, 
the board, in whofe department it is, 
by letter, defire him to prefent a 
memorial to the lords of the treafury, 
fpecifying the fum wanted, and for 
what particular fervice ; the memo- 
rial purfues the letter, and the iffue 
is direéted from the Exchequer in 
the terms of the memorial. The 
treafurer immediately certifies to the 
navy board the whole fum he re- 
ceives, and to the other boards fo 
much of that fum as concerns them : 
he alfo tranfimits to the navy-board 
an account of all his receipts and 
payments in the cafhicr’s and victu- 
alling branch every fortnight, ard 
in the pay branch every month : by 
thefe means they have an exact know- 
ledge of the ftate of his balance un- 
der each head of fervice. Each of 
thefe boards enter in their books all 
the affignments they make upon him 
for payment; of which they tranf- 
mit to hima lift: hence they know 
what the actual demands upon him 
amount to; and, from their expe- 
rience in the courfe of the navy bu- 
finefs, they can form fome conjec- 
ture relative to the probable ap- 
proaching demands that may be 
made upon him inthe various branch- 
es of the fervice. By fuch know- 
ledge and conjecture thefe boards 
are guided in their directions to the 
treafurer, as to the time when the 
gaantuin of the fum, and the fervice 
for which every application for a 
fupply is to be made to the trea- 
fury. 
At the end of every month the 
navy - board tranfmit to the treafu 
@ certificate, containing an an 
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ftate of all the receipts and pay 
made by the trenfaats dates ae 
m > appear f 
onth, as they appear from their 
books ; hence the lords of the trea- 
fury have full knowledge of the flate 
of his balance every month, This 
certificate for the month of Augutt 
lait we procured from the navy-of. 
fice, on which the balance in the 
hands of the treafurer ap to be 
two hundred fixty thoufand, feven 
hundred and fixteen pounds, one 
fhilling and cight-pence farthing, 

Being made acquainted thus far 
with the courfe of bufinefs in this 
office, our next ftep was to refolve 
this balance of three hundred forty- 
eight thoufand, nine hundred and 
forty-one pounds, eleven fhillings 
and nine pence into its conftituent 
parts, and compare the quantum of 
each part, as far as we could, with 
the actual and probable demands of 
fervice upon it on the 31{t of Augutt, 
the date of his rerurn. 

The fird circumttance that engag- 
ed our attention, was a difference 
between the treafurer’s balance and 
the navy balance, upon the fame 
day, the 3rft of Auguit, the former 
exceeding the latter by the fum of 
eighty-eight thoufand, two hun- 
dred and twenty-five pounds ten 
fhillings and three farthings: this 
difference lics in the cafhier’s and 
victualling branches, and arifes from 
the following caufe:—when the 
three boards affign bills upon the 
treafurer for payment, they imme 
diately give toon credit for thole 
bills, in his account kept at their 
offices; but the treafurer does not 
himfelf take credit for any bills in 
his own account till he adlually pays 
them. The perfons who receive 
thefe bills do not alw ays immediately 

refent them to the treafuret 
yment, but frequently keep = 
in their poffeifion for a confiders 





_— a ah Ul CUMS... aot + 


PUPLIC 


timé. ‘The treafurer’s balance muft 
therefore exceed the naval balance as 
much as the fum cf the bills actually 
paid by him. We conceive this ex- 
cefs is not money for which the 
treafurer is accountable to the pub- 
lic, but belongs to the proprietors of 
thofe bills, and remains in his hands, 
at their rifk, until they apply to him 
for payment. | his um, therefore, 
we think, fhould be deducted from 
his balance. 

We, in the next place, obferved 
that feweral fums in each branch 
wore not actually in the hands of the 
treafurer, butof his officersand clerks, 
either carrying on fervices in Lon- 
don, or at the dittant ports, whither 
thefe fums were directed to sbe fent 
by the navy board, to carry on the 
fervices at thofe ports. It may rea- 
fonably be prefumed, that the boards 
would not have directed into the 
hands of the officers, nor the treafu- 
ver have entrufted them with, larger 
fums than were wanted; and there- 
fore thefe fums too, may be deduéted 
from the treafurer’s balance ; which 
will reduce the public money a€tu- 
ally in his hands to the fum of one 
bundred, twenty-eight thoufand, 
tighty-three pounds, fixteen fhil- 
hngs, and ten pence farthing, as ap- 
pears by the ftare inferted in the ap- 
pendix. The conftiruent parts of 
this balance, under their feveral heads 
ot fervice, confifting of a variety of 
articles, are itated in the navy certi- 
ficate: fome of them carry the ap- 
— of having been applied for 

erthan the fervices feem to have 
Required: but, upon examination, 
We find thar the boards do not direét 
an ee ge fora fupply to any 
fund, until they know that fund 1s 
tearly, or likely foon to be exhautt- 
a. The treafury are fometimes 
prevented from granting the iffue un- 
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til many days after it is craved ; and 
therefore the boards are caretul to 
apply early enough, to guard againtt 
the hazard ot ademand upon an ex- 
hautied fund. ‘To fearch into the 
actual and probable demands, at that 
ume, upon each of thefe fums, was 
hardly practicable : one circumftance 
alone might enable us to judge with 
{ufficient accuracy, whether the fum 
total was too large or not; that is, 
in what time this balance was in fact 
paid away by the treafurer, It ap- 


‘ pears from his accounts forthe month 


of Auguit, that this whole balance, 
and much more, was received by 
him during that month ; and by his 
accounts for the month of Septem- 
ber, tranfmitted to us purfuant to 
our requifition, it appears that not 
only the balance~ remaining on the 
3rit of Augutt, but a much larger 
fum, was in faét paid away by him 
during the fucceeding month. Con- 
fidering, therefore, this fum by it- 
felt, independent of, and uncon- 
nected with his other receipts and 
pa ments, prior and fubfequent ro 
the date of this balance, we have no 
grounds to fay that this individual 
jum, received in one month, and 
paid away in the next, was more 
than the fervice required fhould be in 
the hands of the treafurer of the 

navy upon the 31ft of Augutft laft. 
But it was neceflary to extend our 
enquiry {till farther. What is the 
amount ofthe fum that has been con- 
tinually in the hands of the treafu- 
rer or the navy; and has that fum 
been more than the current fervices 
required ? Tocome at this know- 
ledge, we obtained from the navy 
office an account of the total fums 
received and paid by the treafurer of 
the navy, for every month from the 
1ft of January 1779, to the 31h of 
August lait, with the total of the 
(M) bal- 
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balances remaining in his hands at 
the end of each month, as they ap- 
in'the monthly certificates to 
the treafury. 
As the public money  fhould 
afs without delay from the pocket 
of the fubject into the exchequer, 
fo it oughe not to iflue out of the 
exchequer, either before it is want- 
ed, or in larger fums than the fer- 
vice for which ic is iffued requires. 
By this laft account, a very large 
fum has been conftantly in his hands, 
during the period therein mention- 
ef, exclutive of the amount of bills 
affigned upon him, but not prefent- 
ed to him for payment. ‘The prin- 
cipal caufe of the magnitude of this 
balance, is the practice, in this of- 
fice, of not applying money iflued 
under one head, towards fatistying 
a demand upon any other head of 
fervice ; the confequence of which 
is, When the money upon the ac- 
count of any head of fervice is near- 
ly exhaufted, a fupply mutt be pro- 
cured for that fervice, how abun- 
dant foever the fums upon other 
heads of accounts, or the fum total 
of his cath, may be. Were all the 
fums he receives to conftitute and be 
confidered as one common general 
cafh, and be applied indifcriminate- 
ly to every fervice, a much lefs fum 
than the loweft of the balances in 
the account lalt-mentioned would, 
in our opinion, fuflice to carry on 
the current fervices of the navy, 
even various and extenfive as they 
now are. It would create no con- 
fufion in the accounts; forthe re- 
ceipts and payments uader each head 
of fervice might flill be kept di- 
fling ; and though the payments 
might frequently exceed the receipts 
on fome heads ot accounts, vet the 
treafurer would not be without fur- 
ficient cafh,, and the next iffue trom 
the exchequer would reftore the ba- 
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lances, What the fun necef 
for carrying on the fervice thoyig 
be, mutt depend upon circum. 
flances : it will be different at dif. 
ferent times, and mutt be left prin. 
cipally to the difcretion of thofe 
commiflioners, from whom the di. 
rections for fupplies move, who, be- 
ing converiant in the bufinefs, can 
beft determine. But, to enable the 
lords of the treafury likewife to 
judge of the propriety of, and be 
a check and controul upon, the te- 
quifition, we are of opinion, that, 
belides the certificate fent every 
month from the navy board, an ac. 
count of the fum total of the ba. 
lance in the hands of the treafurer 
ot the navy fhould be inferted in 
every application for a fupply to the 
trealury. 

We have not been inattentive to 
defects; we have obferved in this 
office during the courfe of our in- 
quires, detects which concern the 
oflicer, the office, and the public. 

The treafurer finds his bufinefs 
does not end with his office; his 
accounts are {till open: he goes on, 
receiving and paying, until he feels 
himfelf, his family, and his fortune, 
fubject to all the evils of long pub- 
lic accounts far in arrear, and the 
difficulties of rendering an account 
increating daily : he continues re- 
{pontible for millions, without an 
expectation of obtaining his final 
diicharge during his lite. 

The office is perplexed with the 
multiplicity of thefe accounts 
There are four diftint accounts, of 
four treaturies of the navy, at this 
time open at the pay-office, and bu- 
finefs is carricd on upon every one 
of them at the fame time, by the 
fame officers, when the current bus 
finefs of the prefent treafurer alane 
would find employment enough for 


them all. 
There 
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There have been iffued to three 
of thefe treafurers, for the navy 
fervice, upwards of thirty-three mil- 
lions, the accounts of which are not 

ed; exclutive of above twenty- 
pa millions to the late Mr. Gren- 
ville, whofe final account is not yet 
fettled ; and of fixteen millions to 
the prefent treafurer, none ot whole 
accounts could as yet be fettled. 

The navy accounts in July laft, 
when the impreit certificate was 
tranfmitted to us, Were in arrear in 
the office of the auditor of the im- 

t twenty-two years. This delay 
is occafioned by the accounts of the 
fubfequent years not being made up 
at the pay-oflice of the navy, where 
there is a want of officers and clerks 
for this department. <A fuflicient 
number of perfons, intelligent in 
this branch, fhould forthwith be 
provided by the proper authority, 
with adequate falaries, for the fole 
purpofe of proceeding upon, bring- 
ing forward, and making up thele 
accounts, with as much difpatch as 
the nature of the butfinefs will ad- 
mit. 

By this delay in making up the 
accounts, the public lofes the ufe, 
at lealt, of confiderable fums of their 
own money ; not that the principal 
nielt has always been fafe. A de- 
taulter of above twenty-feven thou- 
‘and pounds ftands at the head of 
the lit of treafurers of the navy 
upon the inpreit certificate. 

We enquired why a treafurer, 
under the preient conititution of the 
ee, might not, upon his refigna- 
Son, immediately pay over his ba- 
ance to the fucceflor, or into the 
Cichequer, and all the fubfequent 
ranfactions ot office be carried on 
y the treafurer for the time be- 
or reafons were affigned for 
: ceflity of keeping open his ac- 
“*unts, though out of office. 


P AvP :B iR ‘S. 


(279) 


ift. That fufficient time may be 
given to his fub-accountants to clear 
their imprefls. 

‘l he fub-accountants are certainly 
very numerous; and as, according 
to the prefent mode of pafling thete 
accounts, they mult all be fet in- 
Super upon the final account, were 
that account to be made up foof af- 
ter the expiration of the treafurer- 
fhip, ic would be very voluminous 
and troublefome to the office. But, 
fince the treafurer in office does now 
clear the imprefts of fome of his 
predeceffors, and can clear the im- 
prefis of all, and the three boards 
can, at their pleafure, call upon the 
fub-accountants to clear their im- 
prefts, we do not think this reafon 
conclufive. 

2d. That the payment of his fhips 
books may be completed, 

A fhip’s book is the voucher for 
the treafurer who pays it: two can- 
not pay upon the fame book; it 
would create confufion, as the pay- 
ments of the one could not, without 
great trouble and difficulty, be dif- 
tinguifhed from thofe of the other; 
it could not therefore be made a 
voucher for two treafurers. To 
enable a treafurer in office to carry 
on the payment of a fhip’s book open 
in the time of his predeceffor, the 
names of all the feamen not paid 
mutt be abfiracted, and entered in a 
new book; a work of great labour 
and length of time, where the 
books are fo numerous; and during 
all that time, no payment of wages 
could be made to the feamen unpaid 
upon thofe books. 

Upon the examination of a fhip’s 
book, there appears a foundation for 
this objection, which opens a door 
for a potlible mifchief, worthy con- 
fideration. It is in the power of a 
treafurer of the navy, retiring in 
difguit, to refufe carrying on any 
(M 2) more 
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more payments, and by that means 
to puta ftop, for eight months or 
more, to the payment of all the 
feamen on the numerous volumes 
of thips books open atthe feveral 
ports in his treafererfhip. Mr. 
Grenville left open above thirteen 
hundred. This evil does not rett 
in fpeculation ; we have an initance 
of it in evidence. ‘The office that 
does not guard againtt the potiibility 
of fuch an evil, is fundamentally de- 
tective. 

Thefe defeats thould be fpeedily 
corrected. ‘Toalter the conftitution 
of the office ; to aboltth the fubordi- 
nate treafury ; to sender a treafurer 
the mere accountant; and to vary 
the mode of accounting, carry 
with them 2 flrong appearance of 
an effectual remedy : but were we, 
in the prefent fate of our inquiries, 
to come fo decifions of fuch moment, 
we fhould be premature, perhaps 
vath. It is eafier to fee the defeéts 
than to fupply the regulation. 
"Fhe pay of the navy is an import- 
ant object, and any alteration in 
the mode fhould be well weighed 
before ir is adopted; it fhould be 
traced through all its effects, and 
perfectly afcertained to be as feafible 
mm practice, as it is {pecious in the- 
ory. To difturb, to confound, or 
to delay (effects not untrequent, 
when novelty of form is introduced, 
and new principles applied to an old 
office) mght be attended with very 
ferious confequences. 

The defeéts, to which we have 
alluded, prefented themfelves in the 
courfe of- an éxamination made, in 
ebedience to the act, for a more li- 
mited purpofe. Coming however, 
before us, they are, in our opinion, 
too important to be paffed over in 
filence; we thought it our duty to 
vint them out, that, fhould they 
be deemed a proper fubje& for the 
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exercife of the wifdom of the legif- 
lature, the folid advantages, which 
would refult to the public from their 
correction, might not be delayed, 
Had we protracted this report until 
we were pofleffed of materials for a 
well-grounded opinion u thefe 
points, we mutt have difobeyed the 
act, that enjoins us to report, in the 
firit place, upon the balances in the 
hands of accountants in this feffion 
of parliament, to the end that the 
public money, long ago iflued, and 
{till remaining im their hands, may, 
with all convenient fpeed, be reftor- 
ed to the protection of the public, 
Guy CarLeroy, (L.S.) 
T. Aneuisn, (L.5.) 
A. Preorr. (L. S$.) 
Ricuarp NEAvE, (L.S.) 
Sam. Beacucrorr, (L.§.) 
Geo. DrummMonp, (L.S.) 


Office of Accounts, Bell-Yard, 
March 6, 1782. 
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The Fourth Report of the Commi fian- 
ers cppointed ta examine, take, and 
fate the Prblic Accounts of the 
Kingdom. 


ROCEEDING in our ine 
quirtes into balances in the 
hands of thofe accountants who ap- 
pear upon the certificate of accounts 
depending in the office of the audi- 
tor of the impreit, we tind therein, 
next to the treafurers of the navy, 
the names of feveral perfons whofe 
accounts have not been profecured 
for upwards of feventy years. We 
could have no expettation of . 
ing by a purfuit of claims g at 
fo remote. a period; and theretore 
ailing on to the next clafs, name- 
fy, the payma fers of the forces, we 
fee ftanding firit in that clafs the 
Lincoln ; 


whofe 


name of Henry earl of 
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whofe final account of the forces for 
fix months, to the 24th of June 
1720, is therein defcribed ** to have 
been delivered into auditor Aiflabie’s 
office, but, being very imperfect, 
to have been long fince withdrawn, 
and not returned.” We iffued our 
recept to his grace the duke of 
Newcaitle, for an account of the 
public money in his hands, cuttody, 
or power, as reprefentative of Hen- 
ry earlot Lincoln, late paymatter- 
ceneral of the forces. The duke of 
Newcaitle, ina letter dated the 24th 
of Auguit laf, informed us, that 
*the never had in his hands, cuf- 
tody, or power, any of the public 
money which was pofleffed his 


b ° 
late father as paymatier of the na 
nor any of his accounts or vouchers 
relative thereto; nor could he in- 
form us what balance, if any, was 
due from him on that account; that 
his late father died inteitate, leav- 


ing him, and feveral other children, 
then infants, and that Lucy, coun- 
tels ot Lincoln, his widow, admi- 
niftered to him, and pofteffed what 
efiects he leit, which fhe applied 
towards the diicharge of his debts :” 
and ina fubfequent letter, dated the 
23d of November lait, the duke in- 
formed us, that he took adminiftra- 
tion de bonis non to his late father, 
in May 1748. In confequence of 
thefe letters trom the duke of New- 
caille, we proceeded no farther in 
this inquiry. 

Having iffued our precepts to 
John Powell, efq. the only acting 
€xecutor of Henry lord Holland ; 
to lady Greenwich, adminiftratrix 
to the right hon, Charles Town- 
thend, late paymafler of the forces, 
to lord North, and t6 the right ho- 
nourable Thomas Townfhend, late 
paymatler of the forces, each joint- 
ly with George Cook, Efq. deceaf- 

for an account of the public 
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money in their refpective hands, 
cuftody, or power; we received re- 
turns thereto, the toral of which 
amounts to 377,7881. ¢s. 7d. 
Having thus obtained a know- 
ledge of the balances, our next flep 
was to examine whether they were 
liable to any fuch fervices, or fub- 
ject to any duch payments, in the 
hands of thefe accountants, as ren- 
dered it neceflary to permit them, 
or any part of them, to remain 
longer in their poffeffion. For this 
purpofe we examined John Powell, 
efq. the cafhier, and Charles Bem- 
bridge, efq. the accountant to the 
paymafter-general of the forces; by 
whom we are informed that <he mo- 
ney in the hands of the paymatters~ 
general of the forces, after they are 
out of office, continues, as long as 
their accounts are kept open, liable 
to the payment of any claims of the 
ftaff or hofpital officers, or of any 
warrants for contingencies and ex- 
traordinaries, which were voted dur- 
ing the time they were refpeciively 
in office, and have not been claimed: 
after the final accounts are clofed, 
fuch claimants muft apply for pay- 
ment, either to the treafury or the 
war office, according to the nature 
of the claim. ‘Thefe fums remain- 
ing in their hands are likewife fub- 
ject to the payment of fces of divers 
natures, and of fees for paffing their 
accounts and obtaining their quietus, 
together with the payment of a gra- 
tuity to the officers and clerks of 
the pay-office; who, at the fame 
time that they tranfact the bufinefs 
of the paymatter in office, carry on 
alfo, make up, and finally clofe, 
the accounts of the paymatters after 
they are out of office ; bur, having 
no falary or reward whatever for 
this extra bufinefs, it has been cuf- 
tomary for them, when the final ac- 
count is ready to be pafled, to pre- 
( 3) font 
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fent a memorial to the lords of the 
treafury, praying them to procure 
the king’s warrant to the auditors 
of the impreft, to allow them a cer- 
tain fum for their trouble, payable 
out of the balance remaining in the 
hands of that paymafter. 

The fums now in the hands of 
thefe late paymafters of the forces, 
or of the reprefentatives of thofe 
who are dead, are ftill liable to 
claims that may be made upon them 
under various heads of fervices, and 
fubject likewife to the payment of 
fundry fees, and of the cuftomary 
gratuities; but neither thefe claims, 
fees, or gratuities, do, in our opi- 
nion, furnifh any objection to the 
payment of theie balances into the 
exchequer, 

Lord Holland refigned this office 
in 1765; Mr. Charles Townfhend 
in 1766; Lord North and Mr. 
Cooke in 1767; Mr. Cooke and 
Mr. Thomas ‘lownfhend in 1768; 


fince which, fufficient time has elapf- 
ed for all the claimants upon thefe 
paymatters to have made their ap- 


plications for payment. The pub- 
lic are not to be kept out of poffeifion 
of large fums of their own money, 
nor public accounts to be kept open, 
becaufe perfons may have for fo long 
a time neglected their own bufinefs : 
not that thefe claimants are without 
remedy after thefe accounts are clof- 
ed: by applying either to the trea- 
fury, or to the war-office, as the 
cafe may require, their demands 
may be enquired into and fatisfied, 
by proper warrants upon the pay- 
matter in office. 

The fees and gratuities become 
payable when the final accounts are 
ready to be pafied in the office of the 
anditor of the impreft: how long it 
will be before the final accounts of 
thefe late paymafters will be in that 
Situation, itis not eafy to afcertain. 


PAPER §8., 


John Lloyd, efq. deputy auditor 
of the impreft to lord Sondes, in- 
formed us, that the final account of 
lord Holland was delivered into that 
office in January, 1772; the final 
account of Mr. Charles Townfhend 
in July, 17773 the final account of 
lord North and Mr. Cooke in Ogo- 
ber, 1779. John Bray, efg. de- 
puty auditor to William Aitabie, 
efq. informed us, that the final and 
only account of Mr. Cooke and Mr, 
Thomas Townfhend was delivered 
into that office in November, 1779. 
From an objection herein-after men- 
tioned, made by the acting executor 
of lord Hoiland, to the final clofing 
of that account, and from the re- 
prefentation given to us_ by thefe 
officers, of the fituation in which 
the other accounts now are in the 
imprett office, none of them appear 
to be in fo advanced and perteér a 
ftate as to give us reafon to expect 
their fpeedy completion; and there- 
fore we do not think the payment of 
thefe balances into the exchequer 
ought to be delayed until the ac- 
counts are fettied, efpecially as we 
fee no reafon why the paymaifter in 
office may not be authorized to pay, 
out of the public money in his 
hands, all the ices and gratuities, 

whenever they become payable. 
Seeing, therefore, no objection 
to arife, from the fervices or pur- 
pofes to which thefe balances are 
itill applicable, to the payment of 
them into the exchequer, we ad- 
verted to fuch reafons as might be 
fuggeited to us by the accountants 
themfelves, or by thofe who have 
an intereft or truit in the funds out 
ot which thefe balances muft be paid. 
To this end we examined the ho- 
nourable Charles James Fox, efq- 
and John Powell, efq. executors of 
the late lord Holland; lady Green- 
wich, adminiftratrix to Mr. Charles 
Towa- 
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Townfhend; lord North, Mr. Tho- 
mas Townfhend, colonel George 
Cooke, and Mr. Charles Mol- 
loy, devifees of the eftates of Mr. 

ohn Cooke, late paymafters-gene- 
ral of the forces. 

Mr. Fox and Mr. Powell objected 
to the payment into the exchequer 
of fo much of the fum of 256,4561. 
8s. 2d. (being the balance in the 
hands of Mr. Powell as executor of 
the late lord Holland) as may be af- 
fected by the decifion of certain fuits 
depending in the court of chancery. 
The fum that wn! be fo affected, 
according to Mr. Powell’s account, 
amounts to 73,1491. 10s. 7d. 

The ftate of the proceedings in 
thefe fuits is fet forth in Mr. Pow. 
ell’s information to be as follows : — 
The accounts of Mr. Robert Paris 
Taylor, one of the deputy paymaf- 
ters to lord Holland, in Germany, 
during the late war, were examined 
in the office of the auditors of the im- 
preft, where he is furcharged with 
the fum of 12,0521. 13s. 10d. half- 
penny, which furcharge he contro- 
verts. In the beginning of laft year, 
the executors of lord Holland com- 
menced two actions in the court of 
king’s-bench againft Mr. Taylor, 
and the executors and devifees of 
Peter Taylor, his father, who was 
his furety, to recover the fum of 
28,1851. gs. sd.3 being the balance 
fuppofed to be due from him upon 
theie accounts, in which fum the 
furcharge isincluded. As the quef- 
tion in thefe caufes appears to be, 
whether Mr. Taylor was indebted to 
the executors of lord Holland in 
this fum, or any part of it, the ba- 
lance of public money in Mr. Pow- 
ell’s hands might be increafed, 
but could not be diminifhed by the 
event of thefe aétions ; and there- 
fore Mr. Powell does not infift upon 
retaining any part of this balance to 
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fecure him againft fuch event; but 
Mr. Taylor, and the devifees of 
Peter Taylor, foon after filed two 
bills in the court of Chancery a- 

ainft the executors of lord Holland, 
fuggeiling errors, and praying that 
thefe accounts may be taken in that 
court. Thefo caufes have not yet 
come to a hearing; but the ground 
of Mr. Powell’s claim to the deten- 
tion of this fum of 73,149]. 10s. 7d. 
as colleéted from his information, 
and the letter of his folicitor, appears 
to be this; that fhould an account 
be decreed, every item in Mr. Tay- 
lor’s accounts will be open to litiga- 
tion; and Mr. ‘Taylor having charg- 
ed himfelf, before the auditors of 
the impreft, with the fum of 786,357 
guilders, and 9g ftivers, which is 
73,1491. 10s. 7d. fterling, as a pro- 
fit to the public arifing on money 
tranfactions in his department as de- 
puty paymafter, may fuggeft, in 
the progrefs of thefe caufes, that he 
has erroneoufly charged himfel! with 
this fum; and theretore Mr. Powell 
claims to retain it in his hands, to 
guard againtt the confequences of a 
poflible decifion upon this fum in 
Mr. Taylor’s favour. 

Subjects under litigation in a court 
of juitice fhould not be examined 
elfewhere without an abfolute ne- 
ceffity, and not even then but 
with great caution. ‘This point 
coming thus incidentally before us, 
in the progrefs of an inquiry within 
Our province, we may, without im- 
propriety, venture to fay, that in 
our opinion, the bare poffibility that 
Mr. Taylor may, in the court of 
Chancery, object to, and be dif. 
charged of a fum he has charged 
himfelf with before the auditors of 
the impreft, and which he was 
bound by his inftructions to charge 
himfelf with, as a profit to the pub- 
lic, and to which, ir aught that ap- 

(M 4) peare 
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pears to us, he has never yet objeét- 
ed, but has, on the contrary, in 
part applied to the ufe of the public, 
1s not a fufficient reafon for permit- 
ting the fum of 73,149]. 10s. 7d. to 
continue in the hands of the execut- 
ors of ijord Holland, until two fuits 
in chancery, not yer heard, praying 
an account may be taken of the re- 
ceipt of 913,,051. 6s. 2d‘. and of 
the expenditure of 878,008]. 18s. 
1d,. during upwards of four years 
of the late war in Germany, fhall 
be finally determined in the court. 
Lady Greenwich, lord North, 
Mr. Thomas Townfhend, colonel 
Cooke, and Mr. Molloy, do not ob- 
ject to the payment into the ex- 
chequer of their balances; nor co 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Powell, as to the 
refidue of lord Holland’s balance, up- 
on feverally receiving their quietus, 
ora fecurity equivalent thereto. 
' Where accounts mutt be paffed 
by the auditors of the imprett, the 
pay ments into the Exchequer, made 
by the accountants, before the final 
adjuftment, are payments upon ac- 
count only; but thould thefe ac- 
countants be direted to pay in their 
full balasces. they will be entitled 
to, and ovght in juftice to receive, 
2 fecurity and indemnification egaint 
all claims and payments whatever, 
to which the balances were in their 
hands fubjeét: the fund poileiled by 
the paymafter in office being fubiti- 
tuted in the place of thefe balances, 
to anfwer fuch future claims and de- 
mands, the accountant hirlelf will 
ftand liable only to the errors and 
omiffions that may be difcovered in 
the examination of his accounts, in 
the office appointed for auditing 
them: fhouid there be errors, 
he may either yay the balance 
to, or receive it from, the "pay- 
mafter in’ office, according as it 
may be determined: then, and not 
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before, he will be entitled to tis 

uictus, which being the formal of. 
ficial difcharge of every public ac. 
countant, cannot but be fubequent 
to the complete examination, and 
the payment of the balance, if any 
according to the final adjuftment of 
his accounts. 

Having, therefore, not heard, 
either from the accountants them- 
felves, or from thofe who may be 
interefted in our decifions, any rea- 
fons to alter Our opinion, we con- 
ceive that the balance of public mo- 
ney now remaining in the hands of 
Jo n Powell, efq. as the only aét- 
ing executor of lord Holland, and 
in the hards ot lady Greenwich, as 
adminifiratrix to Mr. Charles ‘| own- 
fhend, late paymatter ot the forces; 
and in the hands of lord North, and 
of Mr. ‘Thoimas Townfiend, as late 
paymafters of the sorces, exch joint: 
ly with Mr. George C »oke, deceaf- 
ed, ought to be paid into the ex- 
chequer, te be applied to the public 
fervice; and that fuch payments 
fhould be without prejudice, and a 
proper fecurity and indemnification 
be given ‘to each of them againtt 
any lofs or detriment that may ac+ 
crue to them in confequence of. fuch 
payment. 

During the courfe of this inqui- 
ry, two sircumitances eagaged our 
obfervation, 

Firft, the injury fuftained by the 
public from not having the ufe.of 
the money remaining in the hands 
of the p2y matters of the forces aftey 
they have quitted the office. We 
procured from the pay-oflice, ac- 
counts of the balances and fums re- 
ceived and paid every year, by each 
of thefe paymafters, fince they fe- 
verally went out of office. A com- 
putation of intereft, at four per 
cent. per annum, upon thefe ba- 
lances every year, from fix ap 
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after they feverally refigned the of- 
fice, proves that the lofs by the 
money lett in the hands of lord 
Holland amounts, at fimple inte- 
ret, to 248,3941. 138. of Mr. 
Charles Townthend, to 24,2471. 
3s. of lord North and Mr. Cooke, 
to 18,7751. 3s. of Mr. Cooke and 
Mr. Thomas ‘Townthend, to 3,419]. 
158: toral, 294,8361. 14s. 
Such has been the lofs fuftained 
by the public. Much does it be- 
hove them to guard againit the pof- 
{ibility of the like evil for the fu- 
ture. If there exiits in government 
no power to compel an accountant 
to diiclofe his balance, and to deli- 
yer back to the public what their 
fervice does not require he fhould 
detain, it is time fuch a power was 
created If it does exift, the pub- 


lic good requires it thould be con- 
{tantly exerted, within a reafonable 
limited time after an accountant has 
quiited his office. 


Secondly, The other circum- 
ftance that claimed our attention is, 
the delay in pailing the accounts of 
the paymatters of the forces. 

The making up and pafling thefe 
accounts is the concern of three dif- 
ferent parties ; the paymatter, whofe 
accounts they are; the pay-office, 
where they are made up; and the 
auditors office, where they are pafs- 
ed. The firft flep mutt be taken by 
the pay-office ; there the accounts 
muit be made up, and from thence 
fent with the vouchers to the audi- 
tors office, before they can be ex- 
amined. Near forty-fix millions 
were iffued to lord Holland; his 
final account was not delivered into 
the auditors office until feven years 
atter his refignation. Above two 
millions were ifflued to Mr. Charles 
Townfhend ; his final account was 
pet delivered until eleven years after 
bis relignation, Near two millions 
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were ifflued to lord North and Mr. 
Cooke ; their final account was pot 
delivered until twelve years after 
their refignation. Five hundred 
and feventy thoufand nds were 
iffued to Mr. Cooke and Mr. Tho- 
mas ‘Townfhend ; their only account 
was not delivered until eleven years 
atter their refignation. 

In the office of the auditors of the 
impreft, the cuflom of not paffing 
the accounts of a fucceffor, unnl 
the predeceffors are completed, is a 
caufe of delay. A difpute with a 
deputy ftops lord Holland’s ac- 
counts; but that can be no reafon 
for delaying one moment the ac- 
counts of his fycceffors; they de- 
pend not upon, nor are connected 
with each other. It is regular to 
examine and pafs accounts in order 
of time ; but in the cafe of the pay- 
mafter’s accounts, convenience, both 
public and private, will warrant a 
deviation from this rule. Eve 
accountant has a material interelt 
that his accounts fhould be 
with difpatch ; the quiet of himfelf, 
his family, and fortune. It is not 
unreafonable to prefume, that tak- 
ing from an accountant his balance, 
= be a means of expediting the 
pafling of his accounts : whilft he 
holds a large fum in his hands, he 
may be lefs anxious to come toa 
final adjuftment, lefs eager to pro- 
cure a quietus, the condition of 
which is the depriving himfelf of 
that balance. 

We are proceeding to examine 
the fum in the hands of the pay- 
matter-veneral of the forces in of- 
fice ; but finding, from the variety 
and extent of his tranfaétions, it 
will require a confiderable time be- 
fore we can obtain the knowledge 
neceffary for forming a report, we 
judged it moft confonant to the fpi- 
rit and intention of the act that re- 

gulates 
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gulates our condud, to fubmit with 
all the difpatch in our power, to 
the wifdom of the legiflature, the 
confideration of a fum of public mo- 
ney of fuch magnitude as that now 
remaining in the poileffion of the 
paymatters-general of the forces out 
of office. 


(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. 8.) 
(L. S.) 
) 
) 


Guy Car.eton, 
T. ANGuIsH, 
A. PiccorrT, 
Ricuarp NeEavE, 
Sam. Beacucrort, (L.S. 
Geo. DeumMmMonpD, (L.5S. 
Office of Accounts, Bell-yard, 
April gth, 1781. 
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The Fifth Report of the Commifioners 
appointed to examine, take, and 
fate the Public Accounts of the 
Kingdom. 


To the Honourable the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgefles in Par- 
liament affembled. 


PON the certificate of ac- 

counts depending in the of- 
fice of the auditors of the impreft, 
next to the paymafters-general of 
the forces out of office, ttands the 
name of the right honourable 
Richard Rigby, the prefent pay- 
matter-general of the forces. In re- 
turn to our precept, he itated to be 
in his hands, upon the 28th of 
November laft, a balance of four 
hundred forty-feven thoufand, one 
hundred fifty-three pounds, eleven 
fhillings, and three pence three far- 
things. 

The att directs, that in taking an 
account of the public money in the 
hands of an accountant, ** we fhall 
confider what fum may be taken out 


ef his hands, to, be difpofed of by 
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parliament for the public fervice,” 
But in an office of fo large a receipt 
apd expenditure as that of the pay- 
oftice, through which many milli- 
ons pafs in the year, it was not to 
be imagined, that a fum in the 
hands of the paymaiter-general upon 
any given day, could poffibly re. 
main long enough in his pofleffion 
to become a fubject capable of fuch 
difcuffion : he muft have iflued the 
whole of it long before we could, in 
the courfe of our proceedings, have 
an opportunity of examining it; 
and therefore we confidered this ba- 
lance, not with a view to the taking 
any part of that individual fum out 
of his hands, but to compare the 
quantum of that balance with the 
demands upon it on the day of its 
date, and to fee whether it was not 
more than was neceflary to anfwer 
the then exifting or approaching 
claims upon the paymatter-general 
of the forces, for the fervices of the 
army. 

‘That we might be able to form 
an opinion upon this fubject, we 

- proceeded to enquire of what parts 
this balance was compounded, at 
what time each part was received, 
and for what fervice intended, An 
enquiry that comprehends the whole 
extent of the bufinefs in this office. 

The public money in the hands 
of the paymatter-general is received 
by him, either from the exchequer, 
or from the treafury of Ireland, 
when Irith regiments are drawn out 
of that kingdom, and in part paid 
by Great Britain ; or from pertons 
who, upon their accounts being fet- 
tled, are directed by the king’s 
warrant to pay the balance into his 
hands. 

The prefent paymafter-general 
has no money tn his hands recet 
from the treafury of Ireland ; all 
the accounts of the. Irith regiments 

being 
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being made “up, and their whoie 
pay now borne by Great Britain, 
The fum in his hands, arifing from 
balances direéted to be paid to him, 
was, upon the rft of February laf, 
eight thoufand, four hundred, fixty- 
thrée pounds, ten fhillings, and 
four pence. The exchequer 1s the 
great fource from whence he draws 
his fupply. 4 

As the extenfive tranfactions of 
the laft year would probably furnith 
us with inftances ot every {pecies of 
receipt and iffue, we procured from 
the treafury an account of the feve- 
ral fums iflued to the paymatter-ge- 
neral of the forces, from the 24th 
of December, 1779, to the 25th of 
December, 1780, and from thence 
to the 16th of May, 1781, dittin- 
guithing the times when iffued, and 
for what particular fervices. 

From the examinations of Mr. 
John Hughfon, clerk of the debeu- 
tures in the office of the auditor of 
the exchequer; Richard Molef- 
worth, efq. late deputy paymafter 
in North America; the right ho- 
nourable Richard Rigby, the pre- 
fent paymafter-general ; John Pow- 
ell, efq. cafhier ; and Charles Bem- 
bridge, efq. accountant in the of- 
fice of paymafter-general; we ob- 
tained the following account of the 
manner of tranfacting the bufinefs 
in this office, and of the balance in 
queition. 

The fupply for the army is grant- 
en by parliament to the king, and 
therefore no part of this fupply can 
be iffued from the exchequer, with- 
out the royal fign manual authorif- 
ing fuch iffue. After the fupply is 
granted, there comes from the trea- 
fury to the pay-office the king’s fign 
manual, directing the lords of the 
— to iffue unto the paymafter- 
general a certain part of that fupply 
(im time of war ufually a million) 
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by way of impreft, and upon ac- 
count, according to fuch warrants 
and orders as either are or thall be 
figned by the king. ‘This fign ma- 
nual, with the treafury warrant, and 
order of the auditor of the exche- 
quer, made in eriera of the fign 
manual, after being entered in the 
pay-ofhice, are lodged at the exche. 
quer, and give the paymatter-gene- 
ral a credit there for the fum men- 
tioned in thofe inftruments. To 
obtain any part of this credit, the 
pavmatter-general prefents a memo- 
nal to the treafury, fpecifying the 
fum he requires, and for what fer- 
vice. The treafury, by letter, di- 
rect the auditor of the exchequer to 
iffue that fum to the jaddaten 
neral, upon the untatisfied order 
above mentioned. This letter being 
produced, and pafling through the 
forms of office, he obtains from 
them the fum he wants, When the 
fum in this fign manual is exhauft- 
ed, another fign manual, with the 
confequential warrant and erder, is 
obtained, and in like manner, from 
time to time, renewed, until there 
is occafion for the laft fum, which 
completes the whole army fupply of 
the year; when, inftead of a fign 
manual, there comes a privy feal, 
directing the iffue of that remaining 
fum, and including, authorizing, 
confirming, and covering the whole 
fupply of that year. 

It was ufual formerly for the pay- 
mafter-general to apply to the trea- 
fury every four months, each time 
for about a third part of the fum 
voted for the fervices of the army, 
under the general head of fubfiit- 
ence and pay of the forces at home 
and abroad; but fince the year 
1759, the practice has been to afk 
of the treafury, from time’ to time, 
for the fums voted under diftinct 
heads of fervice, and not until the 
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time when the demands for the fer- 
Vices are near approaching. 

‘The fervices are arranged under 
two general heads, the Ordinary, 
and the Extraordinary: the ordi- 
nary, are thofe tor which fpecific 
fums are annually vated by parlia- 
ment ; the extraordinary are thofe, 
which, though not provided for by 
parliament, are neverihclefs conti- 
dered as neceffary, and theretore 
paid, in confidence of their being 
provided for in the fucceeding fet- 
tion. 

As the fervice is di’ inguifhed, fo 
ts the application for it to the trea- 
fury. Sums tor the ordinary fer- 
vices are obtained upon the appii- 
cation of the pay maiter-general him- 
felf; thofe tor the extraordinary, 
are directed into his hands, upon 
the application of others. 

After the fupply for the pay of 
the army is voted by parliament, 
the fecretary at war fends to the 
pay-office the four eftablifhments for 
the year; which are, the guards, 
garrifons, and land forces; the 
forces in the plantations, and the 
garrifons tn North America and the 
Wet Indies ; the forces in Minorca 
and garrifon of Gibraltar ; and the 
militia; with the feveral regula- 
sions of the fubliftence. The efta- 
blifhment contains the diftribution 
of the whole fum voted, amongit 
the feveral regiments, corps, gar- 
rifons, officers, and private men, 
by the day, and by the year, and 
the grofs tum allowed for each re- 
giment, corps, and gurrifon. To 
each efiabli{}ment are annexed two 
warrants, the one directing the 
paymatier-general to make a deduc- 
tion of twelve pence in the pound 
out of allhe fhall iffue, called the 
poundage, and {pecifying to what 
rvices it flall be applied; the 
wher, directing a deduction of one 
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day’s pay, out of the payments im 
the ettablithmept, for the ule of 
Cheliea Hofpiral. 

In general, the grofs fum allow- 
ed tor a regiment, or corps, is di- 
vided, in the eftablithment, into 
five parts, under the defeription of 
—the tull pay of each officer and 
private man--the allowance to wi- 
dows—the allowance to the colonel, 
and for cloathing loit by deferiers 
—the allowance-to the captain for 
recruiting, &c. and the allowance 
tu the agent. But in the pay-of- 
fice this grofs fam undergoes a dit- 
ferent divifion, confifting of the 
fubliilence, the poundage, the hof- 
pital, the allowance to widows, the 
nett off-reckonings, the clearings, 
and fometimes reipites. 

It is in confequence of thefe de- 
duétions from, and divifions of, the 
grofs fums allotted to diflerent corps, 
and of diftin& fums being provided 
by parliament for certain fervices, 
tl.at the application by the paymaf- 
ter-general to the treafury, for mo- 
ney, is made under diftinét heads of 
fervice. Lhefe fervices may, for 
the purpofe of our enquiry, be dif- 
tinguifhed under three heads : 

Firitt. Thofe fervices for which 
the whole fum received by the pays 
mafter-general, at the exchequer, 
is ifflued by him foon after he re- 
Cceives it. 

Secondly. Thofe, for which the 
fum he receives, belonging to par- 
ticular perions, remains in his pof- 
feifion, upon account of the perions 
entitled, until they, or their agents, 
apply to him for payment. 

Thirdly. ‘Thofe, for which 4 
part only of the fum he receives, 3 
iffued by him foon after he receives 
it, and the remainder continues @ 
his hands for any indefinite ume. 

Of the firft clafs, where he foon 


iffues all he receives, are, the re- 
turned 
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turned poundage ; Chelfea Hofpi- 
tal, and the out-peniioners ; the 
fubfifience of the forces in Jamaica 
and the Eait Indies, and of the non- 
commitlioned officers and private 
men in Africa; the fubfiftence and 
clothiag of the militia and inva- 
lids; the. fubliftence ifflued upoi 
account; the ftoppages of the of- 
ficers; fubtiftence in the Weit In- 
dies, North America, and garrifons 
of Gibraltar and Minorca ; the ge- 
neral and ftaff officers, and garrifons 
in Great Britain; the nett off-rec- 
konings ; the allowances to the co- 
lonel, captain, and agent; the clear- 
ings, foreign fubfidies, and arrears 
of the foreign troops ; levy moncy ; 
and al! the extraordinaries. Under 
the head of fubfiltence of the forces 
at home, fo much of the fum re- 
ceived, as the fubfiftence actually 
amounts t0, is ifflued to the agents 
as foon as he receives ft. 

Or the fecond ciafs, are the reduced 
officers, and, under the feveral 
heads of the garrifons abroad, the 
general and tiatf officers, and hofpi- 
tal abroad: fo much of the fums 
voted tor thefe fervices, as is con- 
tained in each warrant for the pay 
ot the officers named in the certiti- 
cate, remains in his hands until 
thofe officess or their agents apply 
for it. 

Ot the third clafs, where he if- 
fues a part only of the fums he re- 
ecives, are, the fubfifience of the 
forces at home; the fubfiftence of 
the non-commiifioned officers and 
private men of the ‘Britith forces in 
the Weit Indies and North Ame- 
rica, and of the foreign troaps ; the 
garritons abroad; and the general 
and ttaff officers and hofpital abroad. 
Befides thefe, there are fome other 
heads of fervice, to fatisfy which, 
he-does not exprefsly apply to the 

Maury for money, but pays the 
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demands for them out of what he 
has received under other heads of 
fervice : thefe are, the allowance to 
widows; fome fervices to which 
the poundage is made fubject by 
the king’s warrant; and contingen- 
cies. 

Having thus procured the know- 
ledge of the idem and of the 
mode of receiving from the exche- 
quer, and of iffuing money for 
each fervice, it remained in order 
to find out the component parts of 
this balance, to compere the fums 
received for thefe fervices, with 
the fums iffued, and fee what re- 
mained in the hands of the paymat- 
ter-general ander each head; bur 
the manner in which the accounts 
in this office are now, and have 
been kept from time immemorial, 
rendered fuch an inveftigation hard- 
ly practicable, 

W hen the paymaiter-general paffes 
an account before the auditor of the 
impre(t, he charges himielf therein, 
with the money ‘he has received out 
of the exchequer, during the period 
of that account in one grofs fum ; 
he verifies the charge by the im- 
preft roll, which fpecifies the fums 
he has received in each memorial, 
and the terms in which he has re- 
ceived them, but not for what fer- 
vices ; all that is required of him 
is, to render am account fot what 
fervices he has expended the fum 
imprefted to him: to do this con- 
fiftently with order and method, his 


payments mult be arranged under 


diitinct heads of fervice: but there 
is no neceffity for making the like 
arra ts of his receipts; it 
would only occafion the ot of « 
variety of articles in his charge in- 
fiead of one, which one anfwers full 
as well —- fes of pafling his 
accounts. ith a view to this, is 
formed the plan upon which’ his 

books 
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books are kept: the accounts of 
his payments are under feparate and 
diftinét heads of fervice, but he has 
only one cafh account: though in 
one memorial to the treafury, he 
often afks for feveral fums, under 
various diftinét heads of fervice, yet 
he enters the receipt in his cath 
book, as one entire fum received 
shat day at the exchequer, and car- 
ries it as one fum to the king’s ac- 
count current in his ledger ; to have 
found out, therefore, the favings in 
his hands, under any one head of 
fervice, we mutt have examined 
every memorial prefented by him to 
the treafury for the thirteen years 
he has been in office, and have ex- 
tracted from thence, and collected 
together, all the fums he has re- 
ceived for that fervice, in order to 
compare them with the iffues. And 
here too arofe another difficulry : 
In this Office, a payment for any 
fervice made in a fubfequent year, 
is entered in the account of that 
year in which the fum was voted 
tor that fervice, anlefs fuch account 
is made up, and then it is entered 
in the next open year’s account: 
hence thefe accounts are ufually 
kept open, until they are ready to 
be paffed by the auditors of the im- 
preit; which time not being yet 
come for the accounts of the pay- 
mafter general in office, not one of 
his ledgers is yet made up; he 
could not therefore have given us 
the iffues for any one fervice, with- 
out making up the account of that 
fervice, in every year’s ledger, fince 
he has been in office. 

Thinking ourfelves by no means 
warranted totake upthe time, and 
perhaps impede the current bufinets 
of this office, at fo bufy and import- 
ant a period, by employingthem in 
fo laborious, and, unlefs for this 
particular purpofe, fo ufelefs a tafk, 
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we had recourfe to fuch other cir- 
cumflances in evidence before us, 
as might lead us to a decifion upon 
the point we are purfuing, 

From the arrangement we have 
made of the fums received by the 
paymatter-general from the exche- 
quer, it appears, that the balance 
in his hands cannot confift of any 
fums comprehended in the fir 
clafs; becaufe of them he very 
foon iffues all he receives: nor is it 
probable, that fums in the fecond 
clafs can conftitute any very confi- 
derable part of it; becaufe it is 
not to be prefumed, that officers of 
any denomination will fuffer their 
pay to continue long without ap- 
plying for it, either by themfelyes 
or their agents. 7 

A continual receipt and iffue im- 
plies a balance continually in hand; 
there mutt be the like continual ba- 
lance where there are intervals be- 
tween the receipt and iffue, and a 
freth fupply always comes in before 
the iffue, as in the cafe of every 
bank; but our inquiry is after a 
fum more permanent; a fum that 
remains long unapplied to any fer- 
viee, and which, if otherwife dif- 
pofed of, would occafion no inter- 
ruption in the. regular courfe of 
paying the army fervice: for fuch 
a balance, in the hands of the pay- 
mafter-general, we muf look 
amongit the fums for the fervices 
named in the third clafs, where he 
iffues le(s than he receives. 

Under the denomination of fub- 
fiftence for the forces at home, he 
receives more than that fubfiftence 
amounts to, with an intent of pro- 
curing thereby a fund for certain 
payments not {pecifically applied for 
by him, and therefore otherwife 
unprovided for: he receives fub- 
fiftence upon the full eftablifhmeat 


of the non-commiffioned officers 
private 
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private men of the Britifh forces in 
North America and part of the 
Weft Indies, and of the foreign 
troops: but as thefe regiments mutt 
be incomplete, and the deputy pay- 
matters there iffue fubfiftence ac- 
cording to the ftrength only of the 
regiment, he does not remit to 
them the whole he receives, but fo 
much only as, from the laft ac- 
counts they fend him of the ftate 
of the balances in their hands, he 
judges will be fufficient to enable 
them to carry on the public fer- 
vice. This uni.tued fubfiftence of 
the Britifh forces in the Weit In- 
dies and North America continues 
in his hands till the accounts of 
the feveral regiments are made up, 
when it falls into the clearings, and 
is iffued to the agents; but this is 
not till fifteen or fixteen months af- 
ter they become due. The unif- 
fued fubfiftence of the foreign 
troops remains with him till their 
arrears are paid to the agents ; 
which time feems, from the ac- 
count of the iffues received from 
the treafury, generally to be about 
two years after they are due. 

He receives the whole fums vot- 
ed for garrifons, ftaff, and hofpital 
abroad; but the officers in thefe de- 
partments, named in the certificates 
trom the war office, do not exhautt 
the whole fum voted. 

Hence arites a fund compofed of 
thefe favings, out of which he iffues 
for certain fervices, and deftays 
certain expences, without making 
any {pecitic application for them to 
the treafury : thefe are, the allow- 
ance to widows ; fome of the pay- 
ments to which the poundage is 
made applicable by the king’s war- 
rants; and the mifcellaneous head 

contingencies. 

To demands for thefe fervices, 
and to no other that we can difcover 
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(except fuch claims for the pay ot 
the general and ftaff officers, and 
officers of the garrifons and hofpi- 
tals abroad, and of the reduced of- 
ficers, as remained unfatisfied) was 
this balante liable on the day of 
its date. What then was the 
amount of thefe demands at that 
time ? Nothing had been iffued for 
the-allowance to widows in the year 
1780; for enough renalaal of 
former receipts, in the hands of the 
paymatter of the widows penfions, 
to carry on that fervice ; and there- 
fore this balance was not liable to 
be reduced by any iffue under the 
head of allowance to widows. We 
could not have the accounts of the 
payments out of the poundage and 
hofpital, and for the contingencies, 
in the year 1780, becaufe fome of 
the warrants had not been produced 
for payment, and therefore the ac- 
counts could not be made up; but 
findiag, that where the ettablith- 
ments are nearly the fame, there is 
no confiderable difference between 
the payments made, upon thefe two 
heads, in one year.and another, we 
applied tothe pay office for an ac- 
count of the payments made by the 
paymatter-general, out of the de- 
duction of twelve pence in the 
pound, and one day’s pay ; and for 
an account of the payments made 
by him for the contingent expences 
ot his majetty’s forces, for the laft 
year, in which thefe accounts were 
made up at the office. The ac- 
counts tranfmitted to us, purfuant 
to this requifition, are of the year 
1778; and as they, probably, do 
not vary much from thofe of the 
year 1780, they will thew us, with 
fufficient accuracy, the amount of 
the demands for thefe two heads of 
fervice upon the balance now be- 
fore us. The payments out of the 
poundage and one day’s pay, "ag 
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fitt of falaries to officers, exchequer 
fees, returned poundage, and C hel- 
fea tiofpital ; the whole amount of 
which, for this one year, is one 
hundred, fourteen thoufand, two 
hundred fixty-five pounds, teu fhil- 
lings, and two pence. ‘The articles 
of exchequer fees, returned pound- 
age, and Chelfea Hofpital, though 
placed to this account, are not de- 
mands upon this balance. Ihe ex- 
chequer fees for every fum, are al- 
ways paid at the exchequer out of 
the fum, at the time it is received ; 
the paymafler-general debits his 
cafh with the whole fum he applies 
tor, ad credits it for the fees; and 
therefore the only alteration made 
in his cafh, is an increafe by the 
fums he aiks, deducting the exche- 
quer fees. The other two fervices 
being applied for under their fpeci- 
fic heads, he receives a fum with 
one hand, and iffues it with the 
other; and therefore thefe three 
articles, amounting to ninety-feven 
thoufand, nine hundred, and twelve 
pounds, feven {fhillings, and fix 
pence, being dejucted from the to- 
tal, leaves the fum of fixteen thou- 
fand three hundred fifty-three 
pounds, two fhillings and eight 
pence only, as a charge upon this 
balance; which fum, confifting 
chiefly of falaries, for the moft part 
paid quarterly, foon after they be- 
come due, leaves claims toa very 
{mall amount indeed to be fatisfied 
out of this balance. 

The contingent expences confift 
of a variety of articles, amounting 
to twenty-four thoufand, nine hun- 
dred, and fourteen nds, nine- 
teen fhillings and eight pence : this 
account never either much exceeds 
or comes much under twenty-four 
thoufand pounds: the fum voted 
for the contingencies upon the efta- 
blithment, at home and abroad, for 
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fo much of thefe payments as ex- 
ceed the fum voted, are carried to 
the account of extraordinary. Theie 
articles being paid, fome quarterly, 
fome half-yearly, and fome yearly, 
no very conliderable part of themcan 
probably remain unpaid at the end of 
the eleventh month of that year, and 
cannot therefore be a charge upon this 
balance on the 28th of November, 
1780: from hence it follows, that, 
fuppofing the amount of the claims 
for thefe fervices in 1780, not to 
exceed their amount in 1778, the 
claims for thefe fervices upon this 
balance, upon the 28th of Novem- 
ber 1780, was fo much only of the 
fums of fixteen thoufand, three 
hundred, fifty-three pounds, two 
fhillings, and eight pence, and twen- 
ty-four thoufand, nine hundred, 
tourteen pounds, nineteen fhillings 
and eight pence; making together 
forty-one thoufand, two hundred, 
fixty-cight pounds, two fhillings, 
and four pence; as had not beea 
applied for, and fatisfied, during 
the firft eleven months of that year ; 
and therefore, we think ourfelves 
well grounded in an opinion, that 
the jum of four hundred forty-feven 
thoufand, one hundred, fifty-three 
pounds, eleven fhillings, and three 
pence three farthings, in the hands 
of the paymafter-general of the 
forces, upon the 28th of Novem- 
ber lait, was greatly more than was 
necefiary to anfwer the claims upon 
him at that time for the fervice of 
the army. 

But our inquiry did not ref here: 
it concerns the public to know what 
proportion the fum, continually i 
the hands of an officer, to whom fo 
much is entrufied, bears to the 
vices of his department : we requ 
ed, therefore, me the pay-ofhce, 
an account of the balance im the 


hands of the prefent paymatice o 
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neral of the forces, on the 31ft of quifition was two hundred and fif- 
December 1768, and atthe end of ty-fix thoufand pounds ; fo thar, 
each fucceeding year, to the 31{t during a period of fiftcen years af- 
of December 1780, inclufive; and ter he was out of office, it fuffered 
an account of the total fums re- very little diminution from any 
ceived and paid by the paymaiter- claims whatever. 

general for every month, trom the From thefe facts we may infer, 
it of January 1780, to the 31ft that a paymaiter-general, at the 
of May lait, with the total of the time of his refignation, be it when 
balance remaining in his han@s at it will, takes with him a fum of 
theend of each month. Thefe ac- public money, a great part of 
counts fhew, that the average yearly which remains with him, unapphi- 
balance, in the hands of the pre- edtoany public fervice, until his 
fent paymafler-general, for twelve accounts are puffed by the auditors 
years, has been five hundred eighty- of the impreft ; and confequently, 
five thoufand eight hundred ninety- that he has conitantly in his hands 
cight pounds; and. his average greatly more than he wants for the 
monthly balance for feventeen purpofes for which it was iflued to 
months, has been eight hundred him. 

fixty-nine thoufand, one hundred, During the courfe of our in- 
forty-eight pounds. quiry, certain circumitances in this 

The magnitude of thefe fums office attracted our attention, as 
furnifhes a ttrong prcfumption, that fubjects demanding prefent correc- 
the paymatter-general of the forces tion, and prevention for the fu- 
pofiefles, conftantly, a fum much ture. 

larger than is requilite for the car- § The ufual courfe of the receipts 
rying on the army fervices; and and iffues in this office, for feveral 
Weare confirmed in this opinion, years, has conftantly put into the 
by the ftate of the balances inthe hands of the paymafter-general a 
poffefion of the paymatter-general large fum of public money not em- 
of the forces atter their refignation, ployed in the public fervice, ex- 
annexed to our lait report; by prefsly contrary to that found max- 
which it appears, that of four pay- 1m of prudence and aeconomy, that 
mailers-general, each, upon quitting more fhould not be iffued from the 
the office, took with him the fum exchequer for any fervice, than that 
then in his hands; the balances fervice wants. He afks fums of the 
they returned to our precepts, treafury under fpecific heads of fer- 
above twelve years after their refig- vice, and in the form of a compu- 
nations, were even then very large. tation; the treafury direct the iffue 
Lord Holland’s balance, the Chrift- in the terms he atks it, without 
mas afer he quitted the office in knowing whether the fervice is 
1765, was four hundred and fixty adequate to the requifition, whe- 
thoufand pounds ; in the year1778, ther the computation be juft, and 
at the me his reprefentatives paid whether he has not already in his 

ck into the exchequer two hun- hands full as much as he wants: 
cred thoufand pounds, it was four there is no control upon him in the 
undred and fifty thoufand pounds; exchequer; the only attention of 
and upon the 27th of September that office is, to fee that the iffue 
“ait, the fum returned to our re- does not exceed his credit, and that 
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his credit does not exceed the fupply 
for the army fervices, voted by 
parliament that year. Suppofing 
the conititution of this othce to 
continue in its prefent form, we 
think the interpofition of fome check 
necetlary to reduce and confine this 
balance within its due bounds, The 
paymafter-general can receive no- 
thing from the exchequer, but by 
direction of the treafury : the trea- 
fury, theretore, fhould have the 
means of judging upon the propri- 
ety and neceflity of the requifition ; 
to which a trequent knowledge of 
his balance is eflential; and there- 
fore we are of opinion, that in the 
firit memorial prefented every 
month, by the paymafter-general 
of the forces to the lords of the 
treatury, for a fupply for the army 
fervices, he fhould always infert 
the fum total of the balance of pub- 
lic money, for the fervice of the 
army, at that time in his hands, 
cuftody, or power. What thofe 
due bounds are, within which this 
balance ought to be circumfcribed, 
depends upon a variety of circum- 
flances, of which the treafury may, 
upon examination, obtain knowledge 
fuflicient to direct their judgment. 
But tits ufage of office operates 
ftill farther ; it is not confined to 
the paymatter-general in being on- 
ly, but he has been permitted after 
his refignation, and his reprefenta- 
tives, in cafe of his death, to re- 
tain the money of the public until 
the final adjuftment of his accounts 
by the auditors of the imprett. 
The average of lord Holland’s ba- 
lance, from his refignation in the 
year 1765, to the year 1778, when 
the two hundred thoufand pounds 
were paid into the exchequer, by 
his reprefentatives, was four hun- 


dred, fifty-five thoufand, feven 
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hundred, thirty-five pounds. The 
average of the balance of the pre- 
fent paymatter-general, from the 
year 1768, when he came into of- 
fice, to the fame time 1778,- was 
four hundred, fifty-three thoufand, 
one hundred, and eighty pounds ; 
making together nine hundred and 
eight thoufand, nine hundred, and 
fiftcen pounds ; a fum belonging to 
the public, in the poffeffion of on- 
ly two of their officers, for nine 
‘ear and the public reaping no 
nefit from it whatever. 

The public good calls for fo ef- 
feftual a correction of this evil, as 
to prevent it from ever happening 
for the future. As there fhould be 
a check upon the balance of a pay- 
mafter-general whilft he is in of- 
fice, it 1s equally expedient that he 
fhould retain his balance as hort 
a time as poffible after his refigna- 


tion ; that he fhould pay it over to 
his fucceflor, and the fubfequent 
bufinefs be carried on by him, x 
leaft as much of it as can be tranf- 
acted by him without caufing con 


fufion or delay. According to the 
prefent courfe of bufinefs in this 
office, upon the refignation of a 
paymafter yeneral, his accounts of 
the year’s eftablifhment are carried 
on to the 24th of June, or 24th of 
December, preceding or fubfequent 
to his refignation, as is moft con 
venient to the public fervice : whe 
it is fubfequent he receives from the 
exchequer, though out ot office, 
his proportion of the fupply of the 
year to that time, and applies #9 
difcharge of the demands upon the 
fervice, which accrued down 
that period ; but of thefe dem ands 
fome do not come in a courie 
payment, others are not applied 
for till fome time after ty 
are due; neither’ the nett off-rc 
komngt 
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konings nor the clearings, which 
are the laft payments on account 
of a regiment, are difcharged till 
fifteen or fixteen months after they 
become due ; the general, ftaff, and 
reduced officers, do not all apply im- 
mediately for their pay : warrants for 
contingencies are frequently not 
produced until feveral months after 
they are payable ; and the paymaf- 
ter-general has deputies in various 
parts of the world, whofe accounts 
he muit have time to adjuft: it is 
therefore convenient, and prevents 
trouble to the office, that his bufi- 
nefs fhould be carried on, and fo 
much of the public money as is 
neceflary for that purpofe, conti- 
nue in his hands for fome fhort 
time afterwards; and if the ba- 
lance be confined within its proper 
bounds, whilft he is in office, the 
intereft of the public will not be 
materially affected by the detention 
of a moderate balance, for a few 
months after his refignation. 

If claimants for fums directed, 
but not applied for in the time of 
the predeceffor, muft, according to 
the prefent forms of office, have 
recourfe to the treafury for new 
warrants, thofe forms are inconve- 
nient, and fhould be altered; the 
fucceffor fhould be empowered to 
pay fuch demands, under the au- 
thority given to the predeceffor, 
without putting claimants to the 
trouble and expence of a fecond 
application. 

Were the paymafter-general to re- 
tain his balance until his accounts 
are finally adjufted, the public 
would be 8 out of their money 
toa very diftant and uncertain pe- 
nod. It is fixteen years fince lord 
Holland refigned, and his accounts 
are itill in the office of the auditors 
of the impreft unfettled; the pre- 
fent paymaiter-general has ‘been in 
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office thirteen years, and the firft 
three years at a half only of his 
accounts, are fent into that office, 
and in their firft ftage. The pub- 
lic have a right to be informed how 
their money has been expended, 
and as fpeedily as poffible after the 
expenditure. The evils attendin 

delay are many and obvious, bot 

to the perfon accounting, and to 
thofe entitled to call for the ac- 
count. The being accuftomed to go 
in one track, and long inattention 
to this point, in the departments 
both of the paymatfter-general and 
of the auditors of the impreft, ad- 
ded to a great increafe of bufinefs, 
have produced long arrears: it re- 
quires, and there ought to be, an 
extraordinary exertion in both of- 
fices, to bring the accounts for- 
ward, and to introduce and efta- 
blith that order and regularity in 
making them up, and keeping them, 
which fhould be ftriétly adhered to 
in every office of account. To ob- 
tain and preferve an accurate and 
competent knowledge of the ftate 
they are in, they fhould be made 
up and balanced once a year, to a 
certain ftated time, and as foon as 
may be after that ftated time is 
clapfed. But the time it takes to 
compleat the per of certain 
fervices, and the manner of carry- 
ing on fome branches of the bufi- 
nefs in this office, are impediments 
to fuch a regulation, and feem not 
well calculated either for perfpicu- 
ity or expedition. There are cer- 
tain fervices, for which no fpecific 
fums are appropriated, either by 
vote of parliament, or by the dif- 
tribution in the eftablifhment ; but 
they are paid out of funds com- 
pounded of a great variety and 
number of articles, fubftracted from 
various different grofs fums, either 
yoted or sflowed Sor certain pur- 
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pofes: thefe fervices are, Chelfea 
Hofpital, the allowance to widows, 
the cloathing of the regulars, ex- 
chequer fees, and falaries to cer- 
tain officers. One of thefe funds 
is the poundage, which confifis of 
various deductions of twelve pence 
in the pound upon almoft every indi- 
vidual fum (excepting the half pay, 
of which the deduéion is only fix 

nce in the pound) voted, or al- 
otted by the diftributions in the 
eftablifhments for the army fervi- 
ces: out of this fund are paid, ft, 
The returned poundage ; that is, 
the very deduction, thus made, is 
paid back to certain corps; fo that 
this part of it feems to be deducted 
for no other purpofe but that of 
returning it back again. 2dly, A 
part of this poundage is applied to- 
wards the expences of Chelfea Hof- 
pital. 3dly, The remainder pays 
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the exchequcr fees, and the jala- 


ries of the paymafter-general, and 
of other officers, 

The expences attending Chelfea 
Hofpital are paid out of two funds 
blended together; the one is part 
of the poundage above-mentioned ; 
the other is formed of the produc- 
tion of one day’s pay of every per- 
fon named in fome of the eftablifh- 
ments, and of fome of the perfons 
named in other of the ettablith- 
ments. To form this fund, and 
that of the poundage, and to make 
thefe feveral deductions, is the bu- 
finefs of the pay-office. 

The allowance to widows con- 
fits of the pay of two private men 
of a company, and isa part of the ef- 
tablifhment in every regiment : this 
comes from the war office, but the 
feveral. articles are colleéted toge- 
ther from the regimental diftribu- 
tions, and formed into a fund, in 
the pay-oflice. 
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The fund for the cloathing is 
called the nett off-reckonings, and 
is compofed of deductions made in 
the pay-office, out of the fums al- 
lotted in the eftablifhment for the 
full pay of the non-commiffioned 
officers and private men, in moft of 
the regiments and corps. 

One effect of thefe operations is, 
that in making up the ftate of every 
regiment in the pay-office, the fum, 
allotted for its pay in the eftablith- 
ment muft confift of fix parts; the 
poundage, the hofpital, the fubfift- 
ence, the allowance to widows, the 
off-reckonings, and the clearings, 
and fometimes refpites. ‘This ftate, 
befides the bufinefs it creates in the 
pay-office, muft be examined, com- 
puted, and figned, by the agent; 
tor he receives the clearings, which 
is the balance due to the regiment ; 
the truth of which balance depends 
upon the juftnefs of the calculation 
of the other divifions: it muft be 
examined too, and computed, by 
the auditor of the impreft ; for the 
paymafter-general taking credit in’ 
his account for the whole pay of 
each regiment, and furcharging 
himfelf with the total amount of 
the deduétions of the poundage, 
hofpital, and widows, in every 
year, the auditor cannot know the 
accuracy of the furcharge, without 
an examination of each article that 
compofes it. 

To perfons accuftomed to the 
courfe of office, thefe computations 
are eafy and familiar; but they 
certainly muft take up time; an 
objeét, confidering the prefent ftate 
af the army accounts, worth atrend- 
ing to. If, inftead of thefe deduc- 
tions, certain fpecific diftinét fums 
were eftimated and fer apart for 
thefe fervices in the eftablifhment ; 
if diftinct accounts were kept of the 

receipts 
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receipts and payments, under each 
head of fervice ; if the cloathing 
of the regulars was voted like the 
cloathing of the militia, feparate 
from the eftablifhment ; if the fum 
allotted to a regiment fhould be the 
actual pay, and the whole of it be 
diftributed amongft the officers and 
private men, and paid to them 
without deduction, at fuch times 
and in fuch proportions as fhall be 
deemed beft for the fervice; if 
every diftinét fervice had its diftiné 
approbation, which can be ¢afily 
eitimated by the experience of pre- 
ceding years; it fhould feem as if 
this branch of the pay of the army 
might be carried on in a more fim- 
ple, expeditious, and intelligible 
manner. 

In public trufts, the pnt or 
of a lofs fhould be guarded againtt, 
as much as the nature of the trutts 
will admit, without any refpect to 
perfons, or placing any more con- 
fidence in any man than can be 
helped. ‘The fums that appear to 
have been intrufted to paymatters- 
general, are of a magnitude that 
implies danger to the public ; for 
who can give or find fecurity for 
the payment of them ? At the head 
of this clafs of accountants ftands an 
inftance of an actual lofs: the latt 
account that was pafled of Lord 
Lincoln’s, was on the 24th of De- 
cember 1719, between which and 
the 2¢th of June 1; 20, four hun- 
dred and feventy-three thoufand 
one hundred twenty-feven pounds 
were ifflued to him from the Ex- 
chequer: of this fum it does not 
appear that any account was ever 
given, eel have we been able to 
trace, either in the pay-office, or in 
that of the codiaows of the imprett, 
the expenditure of any part of it; 
neither book nor paper, relative to 
this account, is to be found in either 





PAPERS. (197) 


of thofe offices. It has been the 
practice of the paymafters-general, 
when they went out of olice, to 
take with them the books and pa- 
pers that relate to their accounts, as 
their own private property: but as 
the paymatter-general is an officer 
appointed to a public truit, his of- 
fice created for the ufe of, and fu 
pune by, the public, and his 

$ contain accounts of the re- 
ceipt and expenditure of public mo- 
ney; we are of opinion, that all 
thefe official books and papers are, 
and flould be confidered as the pro- 
perty of the public, and as fuch, 
lett and depofited in the pay-oftice, 
for the ufe and information of po- 
fterity. 

The regulations hitherto fuggefted 
are on a {uppofition that the contti- 
tution of this office continues in its 
le form: but there is a modi- 

cation, which, if it can be adopted, 
will effectually remove the power, 
and therefore the potlibility, of lofs 
or abufe; that is, by taking away 
from the paymaiter-general of the 
forces, the cuftody of the public 
cafh, and placing it in the bank of 
England: this treafury will then be 
converted into an office of mere ac- 
count, and the paymafter-geseral, 
inftead of being the banker of the 
army, will be the inftrument only 
through whom the army fervices 
are paid, without having the power 
of applying the public moncy to 


ony other purpofes whatever. Some 


judgment may be formed how far 
this plan is practicable, by com- 
paring the alteration it will make 
in the great outlines of the bufinefs 
of this office, the receipt, the iffue, 
the keeping the accounts, and the 
accounting, with the forms now in 
ufe. The impreft muft be to the 
bank, the bank muft make the pay- 
ments, by means of the checque 
(N 3) drafts 
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@rafts drawn by the paymafter-ge- 
neral, fpecifying the warrant, and 
the fervice ; the paymafter-general 
muft keep the account of thefe re- 
ceipts and payments, and the bank 
a duplicate; both mutt join in pafs 
fing the accounts, the one produce- 
ing the warrants difcharged by his 
drafts, the other ucing the 
drafts difcharged by payments. 
Under the prefent conftitution of 
this office the paymafter-general 
keeps his cafh at the bank; the 
bank receives it at the exchequer 
‘on his account; he never pays in 
cafh, but by his cafhiers drafts on 
the bank: he keeps the account of 
‘all thefe receipts and payments as if 
they were tranfacted in cafh: the 
warrant indorfed, or the warrant 
and receipt, or the warrant and re- 
gimental pay-book, figned by the 
agent, and receipt for the off- 


reckonings, are his vouchers ; his 


deputies pay, when they can, *by 
drafts upon the agent to the remit- 
ter, who is the bank abroad and 
accountable to the public. 

Such is the fimilitude between the 
mode propofed and the mode in 
‘ufe; and thus far this regulation 
‘carries with it all the appearance of 
being reduceable to ice. 

We are well aware of the difficul- 
ties that muft for ever attend the 
introducing novelty of form into 
‘ancient offices, framed by the wif- 
‘dom of our anceftors, and efta- 


bliflied by the experience of ages, 
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They are confidered as incapable of 
improvement ; the officers, educated 
in, and accuftomed to the forms in 
ufe, are infenfible of their defects, 
or, if they feel them, have no lei. 
fure, often no ability, feldom any 
inclination, tocorreétthem ; alarmed 
at the idea of innovation, they res 
fift the propofal of a regulation, be- 
caufe it is a change, though from a 
perplexed and intricate, to a more 
fimple and intelligible fyftem. 

To trace this alteration through 
every branch of the bufinefs, to 
mark all its effects, that it does not 
in any wife difturb the pay of the 
army, oe the accounts, or 
throw difficulties or delay in the 
pafling them ; to point out the fteps 

y Which it ought gradually and 
methodically to be introduced, is a 
work of long ferious attention and 
accurate examination ; but the ap- 
a this plan carries with it of 

ing practicable, and the advantage 
it holds out to the public, in an 
office that certainly fonds in need 
of fome reform, afford us fufficient 
reafon for fubmitting the confideras 
tion of it to the wifdom of the le- 
giflature. 
Guy Carterton, (L. S.) 
T. Ancuisn, (L.S.) 
A. Piccort, (L. S.) 
Rrewarp Neave, (L. 5.) 
Sam. Beacucrort, (L.S.) 
Gero. Daummonp, (L. 5.) 
Office of Accounts, Surrey-ftrect, Aim 
guft 1, 1781. 
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Parliamentary SUPPLIES, and WAYS and MEANS for 178:. 


November 16, 1780. 

Efolved, That, towards raifing 
R the fupply granted to his Ma- 
jeity, the fum of four fhillings in 
the pound, and no more, be raifed 
within the {pace of one year, from 
the 2sth day of March, 1781, 
upon lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, penfions, offices and perfo- 
nal eftates, in that part of Great 
Britain called England, Wales, and 
the town of Berwick upon Tweed ; 


and that a proportionable cefs, ac- 
cording to the ninth article of the 
treaty of union, be laid upon that 
part of Great Britain called Scot- 
land 


Refolved, That towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majefly, 
the duties upon malt, mum _ ,cyder, 
and perry, which, by an act of par- 
liament of the twentieth year ot his 
prefent Majefty’s reign, have conti- 
nuance to the 24th day of June, 
1781, be further continued, and 
charged upon all malt which fhall 
be made, and all mum which fhall 
be made or imported, and all cyder 
and perry which fhall be made for 
fale, within the kingdom of Great 
Britain, from the 23d day of june, 
1781, to the 24th day of June, 
1782. 

November 28, 1780. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding one million and forty-nine 
theufand feven hundred feventy- 
four pounds, eight fhillings, and 
eleven pence, 
Majefty, for defraying the charge 
of thirty-nine thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty-fix effective men, for 
grands, garrifons, and other his 

lajefty’s land forces in Great Bri- 

tan, Jerfey, and Guernfey, for the 


ted to his’ 


year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-one. 

Relolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding one million four hundred 
eighty-eight thoufand nine hundred 
and twenty-feven pounds, be granted 
to his Majetty, for maintaining his 
Majefty’s forces and garrifons in the 

lantations, Africa, and the Eaft 
ndies, including thofe in garrifon 
at Minorca and Gibraltar, and for 
provifions for the forces in North 
America, Nova Scotia, Newfound- 
land, Gibraltar, the Weft Indies, 
and Africa, for the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding forty-two thoufand nine 
hundred and twenty feven pounds 
and fixteen fhillings, be granted to 
his Majefty, for the of the ge- 
neral and general faft-officers in 
Great Britain, for the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fifty-fix thoufand and fe- 
venty-~ ~~ f nds, a fhil- 
lings, ourpd@fe halfpenny, be 
granted to his Majetty, Sar defray 
ing the charge of five Hanoverian 
battalions of foot at Gibraltar and 
Minorca, and for provifions for the 
three battalions of the faid troops at 
Gibraltar, for the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty- 
one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred fixty-feven 
thoufand two hundred and three 
pounds, nine fhillings, and ten 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
for defraying the charge of thirteen 
thoufand four hundred and feventy- 
two men, of the troops of t 


(N 4) landgrave 
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landgrave of Heffe Caffel, in the 
ay of Great Britain, together with 

the fubfidy, for the year one thou- 

fand feven hundred and eighty-one, 
urfuant to treaty. 

Refolved, ‘That afum, not ex. 
ceeding thirty-nine thoufand five 
hundred ninety-feven pounds, one 
fhilling, and elevence and one far- 
thing, be granted to his Majetty, 
for Wicnine the charge of two re- 
giments of Hanau, in the pay of 
Great Britain, together with the 
fubfidy, purfuant to treaty with the 
hereditary prince of Hefle Caffel, 
for the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding feventcen thoufand four 
hundred ninety-eight pounds, three 
fhillings, and two pence three far- 
things, be granted to his Majefty, 
for Telasing the charge of a regi- 
ment of foot of Waldeck, in the 
pay of Great Britain, together with 
the fublidy, purfuant to treaty with 
the reigning prince of Waldeck, 
for the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding ninety-three thoufand nine 
hundred forty-feven pounds, fifteen 
fhillings, and cighapencs, be granted 
to his Majefty, for defraying the 
charge of four thoufand three hun- 
dred men, the troops of the reign- 
ing duke of Brunfwick, in the pay 
of Great Britain, together with the 
fubfidy, for the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding thirty-nine thoufand fix 
hundred forty-four pounds, four- 
teen fhillings, and three pence, be 

ranted to his Majeity, ber defray- 
ng the charge of fourteen hundred 
and forty-feven men, the troops of 
the Margrave of Brandebourg An- 
Spach, in the pay of Great Britain, 
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together with the fubfidy, for the 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-one, purfuant to treaty. 

Reiolved, That a fum, not ex. 
ceeding fixteen thoufand fix hun. 
dred and thirty pounds, eleven fhil- 
lings, and nine pence, and one far- 


ra be granted to his Majefty, 
for defraying the charge of a corps 
of foot of Anhalt Zerbit, in the pay 
of Great Britain, together with the 
fubfidy, purfuant to treaty with the 
reigning prince of Anhalt Zerbft, 
for the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding forty-nine thoufand three 
hundred and feventy-three pounds, 
feventeen fhillings, and one y> 
be granted to his Majefty, for de- 
fraying the charge of provifions for 
the foreign troops ferving in North 
America, in the pay of Great Bri- 
tain, for the year one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fix thoufand four hundred 
fixty-three pounds, eight fhillings, 
and five pence, and three farthings, 
be granted to his Majefty, to make 

ood a deficiency in the fums voted 
or the troops of the hereditary 
prince of Heffe Caffel, in the pay 
of Great Britain, being the charge 
of an augmentation to the 
troops from the twenty-ninth day of 
March, one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and feventy-nine, to the twenty- 
fourth day of December, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding twenty-feven thoufand fix 
hundred eighty-three pounds, and 
fourteen fhillings, be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the charge 
of artillery for the foreign troops in 
the pay of Great Britain, purfuant 
to treaties, for the year one thou- 


fand feven hundred and ee ined, 
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Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
eeeding fix hundred feventy-two 
thoufand four hundred fifty-feven 
pounds, and fifteen sr be 

ted to his Majefty, for defray- 
ing the charge of the embodied mi- 
litia of the feveral counties in South 


Britain, and of four iments of 
fencible men in North Britain, for 


the year one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding ninety-nine thoufand, fix 
hundred feventy-nine pounds, thir- 
teen fhillings, and four pence, be 

ranted to es Majefty, for defray- 
ing the charge of the cloathing for 
the embodied militia in South Bri- 
tain, for the year one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and eighty-one. 


November 30, 1780. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding five hundred and eighty-two 
thoufand nine hundred and twenty - 
four pounds, eleven fhillings, and 
nine pence, be granted to his Ma- 
jefty, for the charge of the office of 
ordnance, for land fervice, for the 
year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding four hundred and forty- 
feven thoufand one hundred and 
eighty-two pounds, four ry 
and fix pence, be granted to his 
Majefty, for defraying the expence 
of fervices performed by the office 
of ordnance for land fervice, and 
not provided for by parliament, in 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighty. 

Refolved, ‘That the fum of one 
million five hundred thoufand 
pounds, be granted to his Majefty, 
for paying off and difcharging the 
exchequer bills, made out by vir- 
tue of an act paffed in the latt fef- 
fion of parliament, imtituled, “ An 
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act ae, silos a certain = bie, 
money, by loans or exchequer bi 
for the fervice of the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty,” 
and chatged upon the firft aids to 
be granted in this feffion of parlia- 
ment. 

Refolved, That the fum-of one 
million be granted to his Majefty, 
for paying off and difcharging the 
exchequer Bills, made out by vir- 
tue of an att paffed in the latt feffion 
of parliament, intituled, ** An a@& 
for enabling his Majefty to raife the 
fum of one million, tor the ufes 
and purpofes therein mentioned,” 
and charged upon the firft aids to 
be granted im this feflion of parlia- 
ment. 


December 5, 1780. 

Refolved, That afum, not ex- 
ceeding three hundred and eighty- 
fix thoufand, two hundred and fixty- 
one pounds, five fhillings, and eight 
ag. be granted to his Majelty, 
or the ordinary of the navy, in- 
cluding half-pay to fea and marine 
officers, for the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-one. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fix hundred feventy thou- 
fand and fixteen pounds, be granted 
to his Majetty, towards the build- 
ings, rebuildings, and repairs, of 
fhips of war in his Majefty’s yards, 
and other extra works, over and 
above what are ein to be done 
upon the heads of wear and tear, 
and ordinary, for the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-one. 


January 25, 1781. 
Refolved, That the fum of eighty 
thoufand pounds be granted to his 
Majefty, to be applied in fuch man- 
ner as his Majefty in his great wil- 
dom fhall j 
effectual, for 


ge moft proper and 
affording immediate 
afiftanice 
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affiftance to our unhappy fellow 
fubjects in the ifland of Barbadoes, 
and to relieve and fupport fuch of 
them as have been reduced to di- 
ftrefs and neceflity by the dreadful 
calamity which, in the month of 
October laft, ravaged and laid wafte 
the greateft part of that ifland. 
Refolved, That the fum of forty 
thoufand pounds be granted to his 
Majetty, to be applied in fuch man- 
ner as his Maielty in his great wif- 
dom fhall judge moft proper and ef- 
fe&tual, for aflording immediate af- 
fiftance to our unhappy fellow fub- 
jects in the itland ot Jamaica, and 
to relieve and fupport fuch of them 
as have been reduced to diitrefs and 
neceffity by the dreadful calamity 
which, in the month of O¢tober 
laft, ravaged and laid watte a confi- 
derable part of that ifland. 
Refolved, That the faid two fe- 
veral fums of eighty thoufand 
pounds and forty thoufand pounds 


be iffued and paid without any fee 
or deduction whatfoever. 


February 6, 1781. 

Refolved, That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majefty, 
there be iflued and applied the fum 
of two hundred om eighty-eight 
thovfand three hundred and forty- 
fix pounds, nineteen fhillings, and 
eight pence, remaining in the re- 
ceipt of the exchequer on the fiith 
day of January, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-one, for the 
difpofition of parliament, of the 
monies which had then arifen of 
the furpluffes, excefies, overplus 
monies, and other revenues, com- 
pofing the fund, commonly called 
The Sinking Fund. 


February 8, 1781. 
Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
eceding feventy-nine thoufand and 
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fifty-nine pounds, be granted to his 
Majefty upon accourt of the re- 
duced officers of his Maijetty’s land 
forces and marines, for the year 

1781. 

’Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding five hundred ninety-fix 
pounds, four fhillings, and two 
pence, be granted to his Majefty 
tor defraying the charge of aliow- 
ances to the feveral officers and pri- 
vate gentlemen of the two troops of 
horfe guards reduced, and to the 
fuperannuated gentlemen of the 
four troops of horfe guards, for the 
year 1781. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex. 
ceeding ninety-one thoufand fix 
hundred and four pounds, fever 
fhillings, and one penny, be granted 
to his Maijefty upon account, to 
wards detraying the charge of the 
out-penfioners of Chelfea hofpital, 
for the year 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex. 
ceeding five thoufand and nivety- 
nine pounds, ten fhillings, and five 
pence, be granted to his Majeity 
upon account, for maintaining and 
fupporting the civil eftablithment of 
his Majefty’s colony of Nova 
Scotia, for the year 1781. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding two thoufand nine hundred 
and eighty-fix pounds, be granted 
to his Majefty upon account, for 
defraying the charges of the civil 
eftablifhment of his Majefty’s colony 
of Georgia, and other incidental 
expences attending the fame, from 
the 24th day of June, 1780, to 
the 24th day of June, 1781. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding three thoufand nine hundred 
and fitty pounds, be granted to his 
Majefty upon account, for defray- 
ing the charges of the civil efta- 
blithment of his Majetty’s colony of 
Eait Florida, and other incidental 

expences 
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attending the fame, from 
the 24th day of June, 1780, tothe 
24th day o June, 1781. 

Refolved, Thatafum, not ex- 
ceeding three thoufand nine hun- 
dred pounds, be granted to his Ma- 
jefty upon account, for defraying 
the charges of the civil eftablith- 
ment of his Majefty’s colony of 
Weit Fiorida, and pray a 
expences attending the fame, from 
the 24th day of June, 1780, to 
the 24th day of June, 1781. 

Refolved, That afum, not ex- 
ceeding three thoufand one hundred 
and fitty pounds, be granted to his 
Majefty on account, for defraying 
the charges of the civil eftablith- 
ment of his Majefty’s ifland of Sr. 
John in Ameriva, and other inci- 
den'al expences attending the fame, 
from the :ft day of January, 1781, 
tothe 1ft day of January, 1782. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred and feven 


pounds, be granted to his Majefty 
upon account, for defraying the ex- 
pences attending general furveys of 


his Majefty’s dominions in North 
America, tor the year 1781. 
Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding eight thoufand pounds, be 
granted to his Majefty, to be ad- 
vanced to the governor and com- 
pany of the merchants of England 
ing into the Levant feas, to be 
applied in affifting the faid company 
in carrying on their trade. 


February 19, 1781. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
eeeding twenty thoufand fix hun- 
dred and feventy-one pounds, twelve 
fhillings, and ds pence, be granted 
to his Majefty, to enable the com- 
mifioners appointed by virtue of an 
at, made in the laft feffion of par- 
liament, intituled, “ An aét to vett 
certain meffuages, lands, tenements, 
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and hereditaments, in truftees, for 
better fecuring his Majefty’s docks, 
ain, and a at Chatham,” to 
make compenfation to the propric- 
tors of fack lands and hereditaments, 
at ——— Vege as have been 
pu the purpofes mcn- 
tioned in the faid act. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex 
ceeding thirteen thoufand four hun~ 
dred and fifty-two pounds and feven- 
teen fhillings, be granted tohis Ma- 
jetty, to enable the commifioners 
appointed by virtue of an act, made 
in the laft feffion of parliament, in- 
tituled, “ an act to veft certain mef- 
fuages, lands, tenements, and he- 
reditaments, in truftees, for the bet- 
ter fecuring his Majefty’s docks, 
thips, and itores, at Piymouth and 
Sheerne(s, and for better defending 
the paflage of the river Thames at 
Gravefend and Tilbury Fort,” to 
make compenfation to the i 
tors of feck lands and ueaitien- 
ments, at and near Sheernefs and 
Gravefend, as have been purchafed 
for the purpofes mentioned in the 
faid ac. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred and forty- 
eight pounds and eighteen fhillings, 
be granted to his Majefty, to enable 
the commiffioners appointed by vir- 
tue of an aét, made in the laft fef- 
fion of parliament, intituled, “ an 
act to veit certain mefluages, lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, in 
truftees, for the better fecuring his 
Majefty’s docks, fhips, and ftores, 
at Plymouth and Sheernefs, and for 
better defending the paflage of the 
river Thames at Graveiend and 
Tilbury Fort,” to make com 
fation to the proprietors of 
lands and hereditaments, at and 
near Tilbury Fort, as have been 
purchafed for the purpofes men- 
tioned in the faid and for 

damage 
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damage done to the lands ad- 
jacent. 

February 20, 1781. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fifteen thoufand four hun- 
dred and eighty-feven pounds, and 
feventeen fhillings, be granted to 
his Majefty, to replace the like fum 
which has been iffued, by his Ma- 
jefly’s orders, to Mr. Duncan Camp- 
bell, for the expence of confining 
maintaining, and employing, con- 
victs on the river Thames. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding twenty-two thoufand two 
hundred and twenty-two pounds, 
be granted to his Majefty, to make 
-good to his Majefty the like fum 
which has been iffued, by his Ma- 
jefty’s orders, in purfuance of the 
addrefles of this houfe. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fifty-feven thoufand nine 
hundred and ten pounds, and twelve 
fhillings, be granted to his Ma- 
jefty, to make good the like fum 
which has been iffued, by his Ma- 
jefty’s orders, to be applied for the 
relief and benefit of tundry Ame- 
rican civil officers, and others, who 
have fuffered on account of their 
.attachment to his Majeity’s govern- 
ment. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding thirty thoufand nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine pounds, eleven 
fhillings, and two pence, be granted 
to his Majefty, to replace to the 
finking fund the like fum paid out 
of the fame, to make good the de- 
ficiency on the sth day of ar a 
1780, of the fund eftablifhe hee 
paying annuities granted by an act, 
made in the thirty-firft year‘of the 
‘ yeign of his late Majefty, towards 
the fupply granted for the fervice o 
the year 1758. ' 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred ninety-one 


PAPER §, 


thoufand fix hundred -fo 
pounds, feven fillings, oe 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
to replace to the finking fund the 
like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency on the 
sth = ee July, 1780, of the fund 
eftabiithed for paying annuities 
granted by an act, made in the 
eighteenth year of the reign of his 
prefent Majeity, towards the fuppl 
granted for the fervice of ha pee 
1778. 
Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred ninety-three 
thoufand fix hundred fixty-three 
pounds, and one penny three far- 
things, be granted to his Majefty, 
to replace to the finking fund the 
like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make g' the deficiency on the 
th day of July, 1780, of the 
fond eftablithed for paying annuities 
granted by an act made in the nine- 
teenth year of the reign of his pre- 
fent Majefty, towards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
1749- 

efolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred twenty-two 
thoufand feven hundred and forty- 
five pounds, four fhillings, and 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
to replace to the finking fund 
like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency on the 
roth day of Ogtober, 1780, of the 
fund eftablifhed for paying annuities 
granted by an act, made in the 
twentieth year of the reign of his 
prefent Majefty, cowards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
1780. 

"Refolved, That provifion be 
made for the pay and cloathing of 
the militia, and for their fubfifence 
during the time they fhall be abfent 
from home, on account of the an- 
nual exercife fog the year 1781+ 

Mareb 
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March 1, 1781. 

Refolved, That the charge of 
the pay and cloathing of the militia 
in that part of Great Britain called 
England, for one year, beginning 
the 2sth day of March, one thou- 
{and feven hundred and eighty-one, 
be defrayed out of the monies arifing 
by the land-tax, granted for the 
fervice of the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-one. 

March 8, 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
the {um of twelve millions be raifed 
by annuities, and the further fum of 
four hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds by a lottery, in manner fol- 
lowing ; that is to fay, ? 

That every contributor to the faid 
twelve millions fhall, for one hun- 
dred pounds contributed and paid, 
be entitled to the principal fum of 
one hundred pounds in annuities, 
after the rate of three pounds per 
Centum ; and to an additional prin- 
cipal fum of fifty pounds in like an- 
nuities, after the rate of three 
pounds per Centum, and alfo to a 
farther principal fum of twenty-five 
pounds in annuities, after the rate 
ef four pounds per Centum; the 
faid feveral annuities, after the rate 
of three pounds per Centum, and 
four pounds per Centum, refpec- 
tively, to commence from the fifth 
day of January one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-one. 

That the fum of twelve millions, 
to be contributed as aforefaid, to- 

ther with the additional capital of 

y pounds to every one hundred 
pounds advanced and paid, amount- 
ing to fix millions, making together 
in the whole eighteen millions in 
annuities after the rate of three 
pounds per centum, be, from the 
ume of their commencement, added 
&, and made one joint ftock with, 
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the three pounds per cent. annuities 
ers by the acts of the 
twenty twenty-eighth, twenty- 
ninth, thicrp-hcond, on em o 
third of George the Second, and by 
feveral fubfequent acts, and charged 
upon the finking fund, and fhall be 
anger and transferrable at the 
nk of England at the fame time, 
and in the fume manner, and fub- 
ject to the like redemption by par- 
liament, as the faid three pounds 
per cent. confolidated annuities are 
cs. sean and transferrable there, and 
redeemable by parliament : 

That the annuity, in refpeét of 
the faid additional a or capital of 
twenty-five pounds, to which every 
contributor of one hundred pounds 
contributed as aforefaid fhall be en- 
titled, making together in the whole 
three millions, to carry an intereft 
and annuity, after the rate of four 

r cent. fhall be paid at the bank of 

ngland for one quarter of a year, 
from the sth day of January one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
onc, to the fifth day of April follow- 
ing, and from that time fhall be 
added and made one joint ftock with 
certain annuities, after the rate of 
four pounds per cent. which were 
confolidated by an aét of the laft 
iefion of parliament, and fhall alfo 
be charged upon the finking fund, 
and fhall be payable and transfer- 
rable at the bank of England at the 
fame time, and in the fame manner, 
and fubject to the like a by 
parliament, as the faid confolidated 
four pounds per cent. annuities are 
payable and transferrable there, and 
redeemable by parliament. 

That every contributor towards 
raifing the faid fum of twelve mil- 
lions fhall, for every one thoufand 
pounds contributed, be entitled to 
tour tickets in a lottery to confittof 
forty-eight thoufand tickets, armount- 

ins 
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damage done to the lands ad- 
jacent. 

February 20, 1781. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fifteen thoufand tour hun- 
dred and cighty-feven pounds, and 
feventeen fhillings, be granted to 
his Majefty, to replace the like fum 
which has been iffied, by his Ma. 
qefty’s orders, to Mr. Duncan Camp- 
bell, for the expence of confining 
maintaining, and employing, con- 
victs on the river Thames. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding twenty-two thoufand two 
hundred and twenty-two pounds, 
be granted to his Majefty, to make 
good to his Majetty the like fum 
which has been flued, by his Ma- 
jetty’s orders, in purfuance of the 
addrefles of this houfe. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding fifty-feven thoufand nine 
hundred and ten pounds, and twelve 
fhillings, be granted to his Ma- 
jefty, to make good the like fum 
which has been iffued, by his Ma- 
jetty’s orders, to be applied for the 
relict and benefit of tundry Ame- 
rican civil offcers, and others, who 
have fuffered on account of their 
attachment to his Majeity’s govern- 
ment. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding thirty thoufand nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine pounds, eleven 
fhillings, and two pence, be granted 
to his Majetty, to replace to the 
jinking tund the hke fum paid out 
of the fame, to make good the de- 
ficiency on the gth day of July, 
1780, of the fund eftablifhed for 
paying annuities granted by an act, 
made in the thirty-firft year ‘of the 
reign of his late Majetry, towards 
the fupply granted tor the fervice of 
the vear 1758. 

Refolved, ‘That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding cone hundred ninety-one 
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thoufand fix hundred _fixty-foyr 
pounds, feven fhillings, and two 
pence, be granted to his Majetty 
to replace to the finking fund the 
like ium paid out of the fame to 
make good the deficiency en the 
sth day of July, 1780, of the fund 
eftabiithed for paying annuities 
granted by an act, made in the 
eighteenth year of the reign of his 
prefent Majeity, towards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
1778. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding one hundred _ninety-three 
thoufand fix hundred fixty-three 
pounds, and one penny three far 
things, be granted to his Majelty, 
to replace to the finking fund the 
like fum paid out of the fame, to 
make good the deficiency on the 
gth day of July, 1780, of the 
fund cltablithed tor paying annuities 
granted by an a(t made in the nine- 
teenth year of the reign of his pre 
fent Majetty, towards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
1779- 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred twenty-two 
thoufand feven hundred and torty- 
five pounds, tour fhillings, and fx 
pence, be granted to his Majetty, 
to replace to the finking fund the 
like fum paid out ot the fame, to 
make good the deficiency on the 
roth day of October, 1780, of the 
fund eftablifhed for paying annuities 
granted by an act, made in the 
twentieth year of the reign of his 
pretent Majetty, towards the fupply 
granted for the fervice of the year 
1780. 


Refolved, That provifion be 


made for the pay and loathing of 
the militia, and for their — 
during the tie they thall bea leo 


trom home, on account of the a0 
le 
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March 1, 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That the charge of 
the pay and cloathing ot the militia 
in that part of Great Britain called 
England, for one year, beginning 
the 2¢th day of March, one thou- 
fund even hundred and eighty-one, 
bedefraved out of the monics arifing 
by the land-tax, granted tor the 
frvice of the year one thoufand 
even hundred and eighty-one. 

March 8, 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That, towards railing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
the fum of twelve millions be raifed 
by annuities, and the further fum of 
tour hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds by a lottery, in manner fol- 
lowing ; that 1s to fay, 

That every contributor to the faid 
twelve millions fhall, for one hun- 
ired pounds contributed and paid, 
‘e entitled to the principal fum of 
on¢ hundred pounds in annuities, 
ater the rate of three pounds per 
Centum ; and to an additional prin- 
apal fum ot nifty pounds in like an- 
quities, after the rate of three 
pounds per Centum, and alfo to a 
father priocipal fum of twenty-five 
pounds in annuities, after the rate 
ot tour pounds per Centum; the 
lad feveral annuities, after the rate 
# three pouads per Centum, and 
‘mir pounds per Centum, refpec- 
twely, to commence from the fifth 
cay of January one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty -one, 

That the fum of twelve millions, 
‘0 be contributed as aforefaid, to- 
gether with the additional capital of 
“ty pounds to every one hundred 
pounds advanced and paid, amount- 
ing to fix millions, making together 
® the whole eighteen millions in 
“uites atter the rate of three 
Pounds per centum, be, from the 
me ot their commencement, added 
&, and made one jot flock with, 
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the three pounds per cent. annuities 
confolidated by the acts of the 
twenty-fifth, twenty-eighth, twenty- 
ninth, thirty-fecond, and thirty - 
third of George the Second, and by 
feveral fubfequent acts, and charged 
upon the finking fund, and fhall be 
payable and transterrable at the 
bank of England at the fame time, 
and in the fame manner, and fub- 
ject to the like redemption by par- 
liament, as the faid three pounds 
per cent. confolidated annuities are 
payable and transterrable there, and 
redeemable by parliament ; 

That the annuity, in refpeét of 
the faid additional {um or capital of 
twenty-five pounds, to which every 
contributor of one hundred pounds 
contributed as aforefaid {hall be en- 
titled, making together in the whole 
three millions, to carry an intereft 
and annuity, after the rate of four 
per cent. fhall be paid at the bank ot 
England tor one quarter of a year, 
from the sth day of January one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
onc, to the fitth day of April follow- 
ing, and from that time thall be 
added and made one joint ftock with 
certain annuities, after the rate of 
four pounds per cent. which were 
confolidated by an act of the lait 
iefion of parliament, and fhall alfo 
be charged upon the finking fund, 
and fhall be payable and transfer- 
rable at the bank of England at the 
fame time, and in the fame manner, 
and fubject to the like redemption bv 
parliament, as the faid contolidated 
four pounds per cent, annuities are 
payable and transferrable there, and 
redeemable by parhament. 

That every contributor towards 
railing the faid fum ot twelve mil- 
lions thall, for every one thoufand 
pounds contributed, be entitled to 
tour tickets in a lottery to conhiftot 
forty-cight thoufand uckets, amount- 
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ing to four hundred and eighty 
thoufand pounds, upon payment ot 
the further fum of ten pounds for 
each ticket, the faid four hundred 
and eighty thoufand pounds to be 
Govind lene prizes for the benefit 
of the proprictors of the fortunate 
tickets in the faid lottery, which 
fhall be paid in money, at the bank 


of England, to fuch proprietors ° 


upon demand, as foon after the firft 
day of March one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty two as certi- 
ficates can be prepared, without any 
deduction whatfoever. 

That every contributor fhall, on 
or before the fifteenth day of this 
inftant Mareh, make a depofit of 
fifteen pounds per cent. on fuch fum 
as he or flie fhall chufe to fubfcribe, 
towards railing the faid fum of 
twelve millions, with the chief ca- 
fhier or cafhiers of the governor and 
company of the bank or England, 
and alfo a depofit of fifteen pounds 
per cent. with the faid cafhier or 
cafhiers, in part of the monies to be 
contributed towards railing the faid 
fum of four hundred and eighty 
thoufand pounds by lottery, as a fe- 
curity for making the future pay- 
ments refpectively, on or before the 
days or times hereinatter limited ; 
that is to fay, 

On £. 12,000,000 to be raifed by 
annuitics. 

{. to percent. on or before the 
a7th day of April next. 

{. 10 per cent. on or before the 
18th day of May next. 

f. 10 per cent. on or before the 
ryth day of June next. 

£.10 per cent. on or before the 
24th day of July next, 

f. 15 per cent. on or before the 
21tt day ot Aucutt next. 

f.10 per cent. on or before the 
r8th day of September next. . 

{. to per cent. on or before the 
23d day of Octuber next. 

3 
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££. 10 per cent. on or 

23d day & November ee > 
On the lottery for £480,000 
£. 20 per cent. on or before the 

1ith day of May next, 

~ £+ 25 per cent. on or before the 

roth day of July next, 

£- 20 per cent. on or before the 
tith day of September next, 

f+ 20 per cent. on or before the 
oth day of Oétober next, 

‘That all the monies, {6 to be re. 
ceived by the faid chief cathier or 
cafhiers of the governor and com. 
—_ of the bank of England, thal] 
© paid into the receipt of the ex- 
chequer, to be applied from time to 
time to fuch fervices as hall then 
have been voted by this houfe in 
this fetfion of parliament. 

That every contributor, who hall 
pay in the whole pf his or her con- 
tribution money towards the fum of 
twelve millions to be contributed as 
aforefaid at any time before the 
twenty-fecond day of Oétober next, 
or on account of his or her hare ia 
the faid lottery on or before the 
tenth day of September next, fhall 
be allowed an intereft, by way ot 
difcount, after the rate of three 
pounds per cent. per annum, on the 
fum fo compleating his or her con 
tribution refpectively, to be com 
puted from the day of compleating 
the fame, tothe twenty-third day ot 
November next, in regard to the 
fum to be paid for the faid angu- 
ities, and to the eighth day of Oc- 
tober next in refpect of the fum 10 
be paid on account of the faid lot- 
tery ; and that all fuch perfons a 
fhall make their full payments of 
the faid lottery fhall have their 
tickets delivered to them as foon 4 
they can conveniently be made out. 

Retolved, That every perfon 
who fhall keep any othee “ a 
for buying, felling, infuring, ° A 


a 
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fering, difpofing, or otherwife deal- 
ing in, any tickets of chances, or 
parts thereof, or on the numbers of 
any tickets in any lottery whatfo- 
ever, or fhall by writing or printing 
publifh the fetting-up or ufing fuch 
office or place, fhall firtt take out a 
licence for that purpote. 

Refolved, That there fhall be 
raifed, levied, and paid, unto his 
Maielly, his heirs and fucceffors, 
the fum of fifty pounds, for every 
fuch licence. 

Refolved, That the monies, to 
arife by the faid duties, fhall be ap- 
plied towards detraying the expences 
attending the commithon to be made 
forth, for managing, directing, and 
drawing, fuch lottery. 

Refolved, That the fum of 
ighteen millions nine hundred 
eighty-fix thoufand and three hun- 
dred pounds, remaining unfubferibed 
of the fum of twenty millions two 
hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
in four pounds per cent. annuitics, 
made one joint ftock by an act of the 
fecond year of his prefent Majetty’s 
feign, which ttood reduced to three 
pounds per cent. per annum, from 
the fiith day of January, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-one, 
be, with the confent of the feveral 
proprietors, from the fifth day of 
Apnil, one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-one, added to, and made 
one joint flock with, certain three 
pounds per cent. annuities confoli- 
dated by the acts of the twenty-fifth 
and twenty-fixth years of his late 
Majetty, and an actof the fifth year 
of the reign of his prefent Majetty ; 
and that the charges and expences, 
payable in refpect of the fame, fhall 
continue to be paid and payable out 
ot the finking fund, until redemp- 
tion by parliament, in the fame 
Manner, and at the fame time, as 
the laft-mentioned annuities are paid 
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and payable ; and that fuch perfons, 
who fhall not, on or betore the 
twentieth day of March, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-one, 
fignity their diffent in books to be 
opened at the bank for that purpofe, 
fhall be deemed and taken to aflent 
thereto. 
March TS, 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
an additional duty or charge ot five 
pounds per cent. be laid upon the 
produce and amount of the feveral 
duties and revenues under the ma- 
nayement of the refpective commif- 
fioners of excife in Great Britain 
(except on the produce of the duties 
on malt, beer, foap, candles, and 
leather) the faid additional duty of 
five pounds per cent. to be charged, 
colle¢ted, paid, and drawn back, 
under the fame rules and regulations, 
and in the fame manner and form, 
as the prefent duties of excife are 
now charged, collected, paid, and 
drawn back. 

Refolved, That all difcounts or 
abatements (which, by virtue of the 
feventcenth rule annexed to the 
book of rates, made in the twelfth 
year of the reign of king Charles 
the Second, or of any other a@ of 
parliament, are made in the compu- 
tation of the fubficics, impofts, and 
other duties of cultoms in Great 
Britain, or for prompt payment) 
fhall ceafe, determme, and be no 
longer made or allowed out of the 
faid duties on entries, excepg the al- 
lowances to the Eaft Inks com- 
pany, for charges of fale and prompt 
payment, provided that the dutics 
on unrated Eaft India goods, fold 
at their fales, be paid within three 
months from the termination of each 
fale refpectively ; that is to fay, that 
the duties on the March fale fhall 
be paid on or before the firit day of 

December 
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December following, and the duties 
on the September fale on or before 
the firft day of June following, fuch 
fales; and except the ufual difcount 
on bonds for tobacco warehouted, 
for the time they have to run when 
they are paid off betore they are 
duc, and except the ufual allow- 
ances for leakage on wine. 

Refolved, ‘That the five pounds 
per cent. additional duty, or im- 
poit, granted by an act of the nine- 
teenth of his prefent Majeity, or 
by any fubfequent act, fhall be laid, 
computed, and received, upon the 

rofs duties which thall accrue, and 
eens due and payable, when fuch 
difcounts or abatements fhall ceafe, 
determine, and be no longer al- 
lowed or made. 

Refolved, That fo much of the 
feveral acts of parliament as relate 
to the importer giving bond, with 
one or more fecurities, for the du- 
tics on tobacco, be repealed ; and 
that, when the duties on tobacco 
are paid down at the time of entry, 
the impott of five pounds per cent. 
granted by an act of the nineteenth 
of his prefent Majetiy, fhall not be 
collected on fuch duties fo paid 
down; but if the tobacco fhall be 
warchouled, and bond given tor the 
duties, purfuant to an act of the 
twelfth of queen Anne, or any 
other act of parliament, then there 
fhall be taken ten pounds per cent. 
inftead of five pounds per cent. tor 
the impoft, granted by the faid act 
of the nineteenth of bis prefent Ma- 
jefty, on the grofs duties. 

Refolved, That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majeily, 
an additional duty of one penny 
and three farthings per pound 
weight be laid upon all tobacco im- 

rted into Great Britain, 

Refolved, ‘That, towards railing 
the fupply granted to his Majetly, 


PAPER §& 


an additional duty of four thillings 


and eight pence per hundred Weight 
containing one hundred and twelve 
pounds, be laid upon all fugars im. 
ported into Great Britain, and { 
m proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity. 

Kefolved, That, towards raifine 
the fupply granted to his Majetty. 
the faid additional duties hall fe 
fubject and liable to the payment of 
the duty or charge of five pounds 
per cent. laid upon the produce and 
amount of the feveral duties under 
the management of the refpedctive 
commiifioners of the cuftoms and 
excife, by an act made in the nine- 
teenth year of the reign of his pre- 
fent Majetty. 


: March 20, 1781. 
Refolved, ‘That the feveral rates 
and duties upon paper, millboards, 
patleboards, and fcaleboards, made 
in Great Britain (except fa much 
as arc impofed upon paper to be 
printed, painted, or ftained, in 
Great Britain, to ferve for hangings 
and other ufes) do ceafe, determine, 
and be no longer paid. ae 
Refolved, ‘That a duty of mine 
fhillings per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain for 
writing, called Imperial, of the va 
luc of two pounds eleven flutlings 
per ream and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimentfions of twenty- 
two inches by thirty inches and a 
quarter. , 
Refolved, That a duty of fix 
fillings and nine pence per ream be 
laid upon all paper made in Great 
Britain for writing, called fuper- 
royal, of the value of one poun 
eighteen fhillings per ream and up- 
wards, and not excceding the di- 
menfions of nineteen inches and a 
quarter by twenty-feven inches a0 


a halt, Refolved, 
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Refolved, That a duty of five 
fillings per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain for 
wating, called Royal, of the value 
of one pound nine th illings per ream 
and not exceeding 

nineteen inc hes 
by twenty-four 


and a ards, 
the dimentions of 
and a quarter 

inches. 

That a duty of four fhillings per 
ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain for writing, called 
Medium, of the value of one pound 
two fhillings and fix pence per ream 
and upwards, and not exceeding 
the dumenfions ot feventeen inches 
and a half by twenty-two inches and 
halt 

That a duty of two fhillings and 
pine pence per ream be laid upon 
al paper made in Great Britain for 
writing, called Demy, of the value 
ot ixteen fillings per ream and up- 

fds, and not exceeding the di- 

tions of fitteen inches and a half 

Wwenty inches. 

That a duty of two fhillings and 

ee pence per ream be laid upon 
au paper made in Great Britain tor 
witing, called Thick Poft, of the 

cof thirteen fhillings per ream 
upwards, and not exceeding the 
wmentions of fifteen inches and 
“varter by nineteen inches and 


‘ 
Hr@iie 


. 


That a duty of one fhilling and 
mine pence per ream be laid upon 
“ Paper made in Great Britain for 
“ing, called Thin Poit, of the 
Yalue Of ten fhillings per ream and 
ards, and not exceeding the di- 
m ations of fitteen inches and a 


; er by nineteen inches and 


' That ad, itv of one fhilling and 


“pence per ream be laid Re Pty 
per made in Great Britain for 


called Smali Poft, ot the 
cf feven fhillings ‘oul {ix 
‘70I, 
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pence per ream and upwards, and 
not exceeding the dimenfione of 
thirteen inches and a halt by fixteen 
inches and a half, 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
fix pence per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain tor 
writing, called Fools Cap, of the 
value of nine {hillings per ream and 
upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of thirteen inches and ; 
half by fixteen inches and retin 
quarters. 

That a duty of one fhilling per 
ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain for wriung, called 
Pott, of the value of fix thillings 
per ream and upwards, and not ex- 


ceed Ing the dimenfions of twelve 
inches and a half bv fitteen inches 
and a halt, 


Phat a duty of one pound ten 
fhillings per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain for 
writing or copper-plate printing, 
called Double Alas, of the value ot 
fitteen pounds perream and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimentions of 
fifty-five inches by thirty-one inches 
and a halt. 

‘That a duty of one fhilling and 
nine pence per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain for 
writing or copper-plate printing, 
cal] “a Demy, ot the value of twelve 
{hilli s per ream and upwards, and 
not exceeding the dimenfions of 
fifteen inches and a half by twenty 
inches. 

That a duty of one fhilling per 

am be laid upon all paper made in 
Gre: ut Britain tor writing or copper 
plate printing, called Copy y or Ba- 
ftard, of the value of feven fhiliings 
and {ix pence per ream and up- 
wards, and not exceeding the di- 
mentions of fixteen inches by twenty 
inches and a quarter. 

That a duty of ten pence per 

(O) ream 
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ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain tor writing or copper- 
plate printing, called Fools Cap, of 
the value of fix fhillings per ream 
and upwards, and not exceeding 
the dimenfions of thirteen inches 
and a half by fixtcen inches and 
three quarters. 

That a duty of ten pence per 
ream be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britain for writing or 
copper-plate printing, called Littris 
Fools Cap, of the value ot fix 
fhillings per ream and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimentions of 
thirteen inches and a halt by feven- 
teen inches and a halt. 

That a duty of cight pence per 
ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain tor writing or copper- 
plate printing, called Pott, of the 
value of four fhillings per ream and 
upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of twelve inches anda halt 
by fittcen inches and a halt. 

That a duty of eleven fhillings 
per ream be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britam tor writing or cop- 
per-plate printing, called Grand 
Kagle or Double Elephant, ot the 
value of four pounds per ream and 
upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
mentions of twenty-fix inches and 
three quarters by forty inches. 

That a duty of feven fthillings 
per ream be laid upon all paper 
made in Great Britain tor writing or 
copper-plate printing, called Co- 
lombier, of the valuc of two pounds 
and ten fhillings per ream and up- 
wards, and not exceeding the di- 
mentions of twenty-three  imehes 
and a halt by thirty-four inches 
ant a half. 

That a duty of ten fhillings per 
ream be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britain tor writing or 
copper-plate printing, called Atlas, 
ot the value of three pounds pes 


”" 


», 
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ream and upwards, and not ey. 
ceeding the dimentions ot tWenty- 
hix inches and a quarter by thirty. 
tour inches. . 

That a duty of fix fhillings and 
fix pence per reua be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain for 
wiiting Or copper - plate printing, 
called Atlas, of the value ot two 
pounds per ream and upwards, and 
not excceding the dimentions of 
twenty-fix inches and a quarter by 
thirty-four inches. 

That a duty of five thillings per 
ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain tor writing or copper. 
plate printing, called Small Atlas, 
ot the value of one pound and ten 
fhillings per ream and upwards, and 
not exceeding the dimentions of 
twenty-five inches by thirty-one 
inches. 

That a duty of four fhillings and 
nine pence per ream be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Britain for 
Writing or copper-plate printing, 
called Imperial, of the value of one 
pound and ten fhillings per ream 
and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimenfions of twenty-two inches by 
thirty inches and a quarter. 

That a duty of three fillings and 
fix pence per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain tar 
writing or copper. plate printings 
called Super Royal, of the value 0 
one pound and five fhillings per 
ream and upwards, and not 
ceeding the diimenfions of ninetece 
inches and a quarter by twenty 
{even inches anda halt. 

‘That a duty of three fhillings per 
ream be laid upon all paper maee - 
Great Britsin for writing of coppe 
plate printing, called Long ae 
of the value of one pound per wt 
and upwards, and not exceeding ® 
dimentions of twenty feven il 
and a halt by eighteen incheh 
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That a duty of two fhillings 
and fix pence per ream be laid 
upon all paper made in Great 
Betain for writing or copper-plate 
printing, called Royal, ot the va- 
le of eighteen fhillings per ream 
and upwards, and not exceeding the 
dimentions ot nineteen inches and a 
quarter by twenty-four inches, 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
nine pence per ream be laid upon all 
payer made in Great Britain for 
writing or copper-plate printing, 
called Demy, of the value of thirteen 
fillings per ream and upwards, and 
not exceeding the dimenfions of fe- 
ventéen inches by twenty-twoinches. 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
three pence per ream be laid upon 
a! paper made in Great Britain for 
wnting or copper-plate printing, 
called Short Demy, or Crowns, of 
the value of nine (hillings per ream 
ant upwards, and not exceeding the 


cmenfions of fourteen inches bv’ 


twenty inches and a quarter, or of 
btteen inches by twenty inches, 
That a duty of two fhillings per 
rean be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain for writing or copper- 
pate printing, called Large Fan, of 
‘ve value of fourteen fhillinys per 
famand upwards, and not exceed- 
ng the dimenfions of twenty-three 
inches and a half by twenty inches 
and a half, 

tata duty of one filling and 
. tnd yg ream be laid upon all 
ark “7 h. ger Britain _for 
Glled Small = a the a 
teren thillings per re: ‘es 
hee g8 per ream and up- 
~~ aud not exeeeding the di- 

tons of twenty-two inches and 


Quan . ° . 
Seng by thirteen inches and a 


That a duty 
®t Pence 


of two fhillings and 
tr ream be laid upon 
in Great Britain for 
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writing or copper- plate printing, 
called Elephant, of the value of 
fifteen fhillings per ream and up- 
wards, and not exceeding the di- 
mentions of twenty-three inches by 
twenty-ciyht inches. 

That a duty of two fhillings per 
ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain for bank or bankers 
bills, or notes, allowing two bills, 
or notes, in each ftheet, and fo in 
weg for a greater or lefs num- 
ser of bills, or notes, in each fheet. 

That a duty of five thillings and 
fix pence per bundle be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain for 
printing, called Double Demy, of 
the value of one potind and eighteen 
fhillings per bundle and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimenfions of 
twenty-fix inches by thirty-cight 
inches and a half. 

That a duty of three fhillings and 
fix pence per bundle be iid ee 
all paper made in Great Britain for 
printing, called Royal, of the value 
of one pound and four fhillings per 
bundle and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of nineteen 
inches and a half by twenty-four 
inches and a quarter, or of twenty 
inches by twenty-fix inches. 

That a duty of two fhillings per 
bundle be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britain for printing, called 
Royal Inferior, of the value of 
fourteen fhillings per bundle and 
upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of nineteen inches and a 
half by twenty-four inches and a 
quarter, 

That a duty of two fhillings and 
nine pence per bundle be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Britain for 
printing, called Medium, of the 
value of one pound per bundle and 
upwards, and not exceeding the di- 
menfions of eighteen inches by 
twenty-three inches. 

(O 2) That 
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That a duty of two fhillings and 
fix pence per bundle te laid Upon 
all paper made in Great Britain tor 
prinung, cailed Demy Single, of 
the et ol ot fevente en fhillings per 
bundle and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the gorge of feventeen 
inches and a half by twenty-two 
inches, or of nineteen inches by 
twenty inches anda half. 

That a duty of one filling and 
fix pence per bundle be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Brit in tor 
printing, called Demy Inferior, of 
the vy ine of ten fhilling rs per handle 
and upwards, and not exceeding 
the dimentions of feventeen inches 
and a half by twenty-two a 

That a duty ot Iwo fillings and 
four pence laid upon 
all p aper made in Great Britain tor 
printing, called Double Crown, of 
the value of feventcen ff illings per 
bundle and pw: ards, and not cx- 
C ding the dimenfions of twenty- 
inches by thirty inches. 

That a duty of one fhiling and 
nine pence per bundle be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Britain tor 
printing, called Double Crown In- 
ierior, of the value of twelve fhil- 
lings per bundle and upwards, and 


- ) 
¥ l bund ic be 


not exceeding the 
twenty -inches by thirty inches. 

That a duty of two fhillings per 
bundle be laid upon all paper m: ide 
in Great Britain fer printing, called 
Single Crown, of the value of thir- 
teen fhillings per bundle and up- 
wards, and not exceeding the di- 
mentions of fitteen inches by twenty 
INncihcs. 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
three pence per bundle be laid upon 
all piper made in Great Britain for 
printing, called Single Crown In- 
tery or, of the v: alue oO} eight flil- 
lings per bundle and upwards , and 
1 dimentions of 


anch 
sbawK bil Se 


‘ 


Mnor. ¢ CGing@ the 


. 


mitcen inches bv twent 


dimenfions of 
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That a duty of one fhilling and 
three pence per bundle be laid upon 
all paper made tn Great Britain for 
printing, called Demy Tiffue, of 
the value of cight  fhilli ings per 
bundle and upwards, and not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of feventeeg 
inches and a half by twenty-two 
inches. 

That a duty of ten pence per 
buadle be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britain for printing, called 
Crown Tiflue, of the value of five 
fhillings per bundle and upwards, 
and not exceeding the dimentions of 
fitteen inches by twenty inches, 

That a duty of one fhilling and 

x pence per bundle be laid upoa 

a | paper made in Great Britain jor 
pr inting, called Double P ott, of the 
value of nine fillings per bundle 
and upwards, and not excecding th 
dimenfions of feventeen inches dy 
twenty-five inches and a halt. 

That a duty of one flitting and 
nine pence per ream be laid upon 2. . 
paper mi ade in Great Brit Cace 
Cartridee, not exceeding the ¢ 
menfions of twenty-one inches by 
twenty-fix inches. 

That a duty of two! hall ngs pe 
ream be laid upon all paper made i 
ae at Brita n, called & juare Car 
triad aye, not e3 <ceeding yy the dimen 
fons of twenty- -tour inches and 3 
half by twenty -five inches and | 
halt. 

‘That a duty of one filling 2. 
fix pence per ream be Laid upon 
paper made in Great Bi ital, Ay 4 
Cartridge, not exceeding the 1 
mentions of ninetecn inches ane 4 
quarter by twenty- -for ir inches 

That a duty of one filling oa 


three pence per ream be laid 
in Great Brit: 


all paper made 
called Ele phant Common, ri. 
cceding the dimenfions of 


three inches by twenty-ls a hg F 
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That a duty of two fhillings 

e ream be laid upon all paper 
made in Great Britain, called Su: 
gar Blue, not exceeding the di- 
mentions of twenty-one inches and 
g half by thirty-three inches. 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
fix pence per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain, called 
Sugar Blue Smaller Size, not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of eighteen 
inches and three quarters by twenty- 
feven inches. 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
three pence per ream be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Britain, 
called Sugar Blue Demy Size, not 
exceeding the cimentions of feven- 
teen inches and a halt by twenty- 
two inches. 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
three pence per ream be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Britain, 
called Sugar Blue Crown Size, not 
exceediny the dimenfions of fitreen 
inches by twenty inches. 

That a duty ot one fhilling per 
ream be laid upon all paper made in 
Great Britain, called Purple Royal, 
not exceeding the dimentions of 
nineteen inches and a half by 
twenty four inches and a quarter. ; 

that a duty of one fhilling and 
fix pence per ream be laid upon all 
paper made in Great Britain, called 
Blue Elephant, not exceeding the 
cineniions of twenty-three inches 
by twenty-civht inches. 

That a duty ot two fhillings per 
bundle be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britain, called Blue Roval, 


not exceeding the dimenfions of 


nineteen inches and a_ half by 
twenty four inches and a quarter. , 

That a duty of one filling and 
three pence per bundle be laid upon 
all paper made in Great Brirain, 
called Blue Demy and Bloffom, not 
Fxcécaing the dimenfions of fe- 
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venteen inches by twenty-two in 
ches. 

That a duty of nine pence per 
bundle be laid upon all paper made 
in Great Britain, called Blue Crown 
Sinvie, not exceeding the dimen- 
fions of fifteen inches by twenty 
inches. 

That a duty of ten pence per 
ream be laid upon all whited brown 
paper made in Great Britain, called 
Royal Hand Thick, not exceeding 
the dimenfions of twenty-four in- 
ches by ninetcen inches and a quar- 
ter. ; 

‘hat a duty of one fhilling per 
bundle be laid upon all whited 
brown paper made in Great Britain, 
called Royal Hand, not exceeding 
the dimentions of twenty-four in- 
ches by nineteen inches and a 
quarter. 

That a duty of one fhilling per 
bundle be lad upon all whited 
brown paper made in Great Britain, 
called Lumber Hand, not exceeding 
the dimenfions of twenty-three in- 
ches by eluhteen inches. 

That a duty of nine pence per 
bundle be Iuid upon ail whited 
brown paper mace in Great Britain, 
called Double Two Pound, not ex- 

’ the dimentions of twenty- 
four inches by fixteen inches. 
Phat a dury of four pence per 
le be laid upon all whited 
paper made in Great Britain, 
single ‘Two Pound, not ex- 
ceeding the dimenfions of fixtcen 
inches by eleven inches. 

That a duty of one fhilling and 
fix pence per bundle be laid upon 
all whited brown paper made in 
Great Brita n, called Midd!e Hand 
Double, not exceeding the dimen- 
hons of thirty-three inches by 
twenty-one inches. 

That a duty of nine pence per 
bundle be laid upon all whited 
(O 3) brown 
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per made in Great Britain, called 
Middle Hand, not exceeding the 
dimenfions of twenty-two inches by 
fixreen inches. 

‘That a duty of one fhilling per 
bundle be laid upon all whited brown 
paper made in Great Britain, called 
Small Hand Double, not exceeding 
the dimenfions of thirty-two inches 
by twenty inches, 

That a duty of fix pence per 
bundle be laid upon all whited 
brown paper made in Great Britain, 
called Small Hand, not exceeding 
the dimenfions of nineteen inches 
and thice quarters by fixteen in- 
ches. 

That a duty of tour pence per 
bundle be laid upon all whited 
brown paper made in Great Britain, 
called Couples Pound and Halt 
Pound, not exceeding the dimen- 
fions of twelve inches by ten in- 
ches, and of nine inches by feven 
Inches and a halt. 

That a duty of one fhilling per 
ream be laid upon all brown paper 
made ia Great Britain, called Imn- 
perial Cap, not exceeding the di- 
menfions of twenty-nine inches by 
twenty-two inches. 

That a duty of nine pence per 
ream be hud upon all brown paper 
made in Great britain, called Haven 
Cap, not exceeding the cdimentions 
ol twenty-four inches by twenty 
inches. 

That a duty of eight pence per 
reain be laid upon all brown paper 
made in Great Britain, called Bag 
Cap, not exceeding the dimenfions 
ot twenty-three inches and a half 
by mincteen inches. 

That a duty of fix pence per 
ream be laid upon all brown paper 
made in Great Britain, called Ken- 
tifh Cap, not « xeeeding the dimen- 
hons of twenty-one inches by 
eighteen inches. 
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That a duty of fix Pence per 
ream be laid upon all brown paper 
made in Great Britain, called Fouy 
Pounds, not exceeding the dimen. 
fions of twenty inches by fixteen 
inches. 

‘That a duty of four pence per 
ream be laid upon all brown paper 
made in Great Britain, called Smai) 
Cap, not excecdiny the dimen§ , 
of twenty-inches by fitteen inches, 

That a duty ot one fhiil ny per 
ream be laid upon all brown paper 
made in Great Britain, called Doy. 
ble Four Pounds, not exceeding 
the dimenfions of thirty-three in. 
ches by twenty inches. 

That al duty ot fix pence per 
bundle be laid upon all brown pas 
per made in Great Britain, called 
Single Two Pounds, not exceeding 
the dimeniions of fixteen inches by 
cleven inches. 

‘That a duty of four pence per 
bundle be laid upon all brown pa 
per made in Great Britain, called 
Couples Pound and Halt Pound, 
not exceeding the dimentons of 
twelve inches by ten inches, and of 
pine inches by feven inches and a 
halt. 

That a duty of four fhillings and 
fix pence per hundred weight be 
laid upon ali pafteboard, millboard, 
fealeboard, and glazed paper, made 
in Great Britain, for clothiers and 
hot-preffers. 

That an additional duty, oF 
charge, of ten pounds per cent. be 
laid upon the produce and amount 
of the faid feveral duties upon papery 
millboards, patteboards, and {cale- 
boards. 

That the faid duties upon paper 
millboards, pafteboards, and feale- 
boards, made or imported ito 


Great Britain, be applied to the 


fame ufes and purpofes oo 
ds, 


former duties upon paper, 
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poards, patteboards, and fcaleboards, 
were applicable, 


April 9, 17 781. 

Refolved, ‘That an additional 
duty of two pence be charged upon 
every almanuck or calendar tor one 
particular year, or for any time lefs 
than a year, printed on one fide 
only of any one fhect or picce of 
paper. 
That, for every almanack or ca- 
lendar made to ferve tor feveral 
years, the faid additional duty be 
charged tor every fuch year, not 
exceeding three years. 

April 12, 1781. 

Refolved, That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
there be iffued and apphed the fum 
of feven hundred fiity-feven thou- 
fand and eighty ieven pounds, fe- 
venteen fhil lings, and ten pence, re- 
maining in the receipt of the exche- 
queron the sth day ot April, 1781, 
for the difpofition of parliament, of 
the menics which had then arifen ot 
the furpluffes, exeefles, overplus mo- 
nies, and other revenues, compoting 
the fund, commonly cailed the 
sinking Fund, 

That, towards raifing the fupply 
granted to his M: ajefty, there be 1- 
fued and applied the fum of twenty- 
three thouland feven hundred and 
eight pounds, eleven fhillings, and 
ten pence halfpenny, remaining m 
the receipt of the exchequer on the 
sth day of April, 1781, of the 
two fevenths excile granted by an 
act of parliament of the fifth and 
fixth years of the reign of their late 

majeities king William and queen 
Mary, after fatistying the feveral 
charges and incumbrances there- 
upon tor the half year then ended. 

That, towards raifing the fupply 

granted to his Majefty, there be if- 
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fued and applied the fum of forty 
thoufand pounds, remaining in the 
reccipt of the exchequer on the fifth 
day of April, 1781, of the duties 
on wines, granted by an act of the 
cightcenth year of the reign of his 
late Majetty, for p ving annuities 
on fingle lives, puriuant to the faid 
act, aiter referving fufficient to fa- 
tisfy the feveral annuities to the 
fitth day of January, 1781. 

That, towards railing the fupply 
granted to lis Majefty, there be if- 
fued and applied the fum of fifty-fix 
thoufand pounds, remaining in the 
receipt of the exchequer on the 
sth day of April, 1781, of the du- 
ties on glafv, for payang annuities 
on lives, granted by an act of the 
nineteenth year of the reign of his 
late Majetty, atrer referving fufh- 
cient to fatisty the feveral annuities 
to the sth day of January, 1781. 

That the fum of one ‘million 
nine hundred thoufand pounds be 
granted to his Majetty, tor paying 
off and difcharging the exchequer 
bills, made our by virtue of an 
act, pafled in the lait feffion of par- 
liament, intituled, “* An aét for 
raifiny a farther fum of money, by 
loans or exchequer bills, for the 
fervice of the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty,” and 
charged upon the firit aids to be 
granted in this fellion of parliament. 

That a fum, not exceeding eight 
thoufand five hundred and fifty-one 
pounds, eight fhillings, and eight 
pence three farthings, be granted 
to his Majefty, to make good the 
deficiency of the grants ‘a, the fer- 
vice of the year 1780. 


May 1, 1781. 

Refolved, Thatafum, notexceed- 
ing one hundred and feventcen thou- 
fand fix hundred and eight pounds 
fix fhillings, and eight pence, be 
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ranted to his Majefty, for defray- 
ing the charge of eighty indepen- 
dent companies of foot, to be raifed 
from the 25th day of March, 1; 81, 
to the 24th day of December fol- 
lowing, both days inclulive, being 
275 days. 

That a fum, not exceeding fix 
thoufund and ten pounds, three 
fillings, and nine pence, be 

ranted to his Majyefty, tor de- 
Sesiie the charge of additional 
companies, and additionals, to the 
embodied militia in South Britain, 
including cloathing, for the year 
1781. 

‘That a fum, not exceeding eight 
thouland four hundred and fitty-two 
pounds, four fhillings, and eight 
pence, be granted to his Majetty, 
to make good a deficiency on the 
pay of additional companies, and 
additionals, to the embodied militia 
in South Britain, including cloath- 
inv, for the year 1780. 

‘That a fum, not exceeding one 
thoufand one hundred and feven 
pounds, fixteen fhillings, and four 
pence, be granted to his Majefty, 
to make good a deficiency on the 
fuims voted in the latl feilion of par- 
liament, for defraying the pay of 
the two battalions of lord John 
Murtay’s regiment of foot, for the 
year 17506 


May 9, 1780. 

Nefolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding three millions four hundred 
and forty-three thoufand two hun- 
dred and feventeen pounds, nine- 
tcen fhillings, and eight pence halt- 
penny, be granted to his Majefty, 
towards } 
expences of his Majeity’s land forces 
and other tervices incurred, between 
-the 31ft cay of January, 1780, 
and the rfiday of February, 1781, 
and not. provided for by parlia- 
mncnt, 


defraying the extraordinary 
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‘7 hat a fum, not exceeding four 
thoufund nine hundred ninety «four 
pounds, feventeen fhillings, ond fix 
pence, be granted to his M 


| siedy, 
upon account of the ex 


pences of the 
new roads ot communication and 
building bridges in the Highlands 
of North Britain, in the vear 
1751. . 

That a fum, not exceeding thir 
teen thoutand pounds, be granted 
to his Majetty, to be employed in 
repairing, maintaining, and fup- 
porung, the Britifh forts and fettle- 
ments on the coaft of Atrica, 

May 22, 1781, 

Refolved, That a ium, not ex- 
cecding two hundred tiity-two thou- 
fand one hundred and four pounds, 
three fhillings. and four pence,, be 
granted to his Majetty, forthe charge 
ot fervices performed, and neceflary 
to be pertormed, by the office of ord- 
nance within the year 1781, ex 
clutive of thofe fervices which were 
{pecilied in the lait etlimate pres 
fented by the faid office to parlia- 
ment for land fervice. 

That a fum, not exceeding thirty 
fix thoufand two hundred and feven 
pounds, four fhillings, and three 
pence, be granted to his Majetty 
upon account, towards carrying on 
the buildings at Somerfet Houfe, 
for the year 1781; and that the 
faid fum be iffued and paid without 
any deduction whatfoever. 

That a fum, not exceeding one 
thoufand two hundred pounds, be 
granted to his Majefty, to be paid 
to Willkim Sinith, dodor of phytic, 
of Brook-{treet, in the patifh ot 5t 
George, Hanover-fquare, in recom 
pence for his affiduous and humane 
attendance upon the fick and difeafed 
prifoners confined in feveral pritons 
within and near this metropolis, for 
upwards of four years, {om the 
month 
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month of March, 1775, and for his 
trouble, lols of time, and expences, 
in enquiring into the late, condit- 
on, and management of fuch pri- 
fons, and tor making public the re- 
fult of fuch enquiries. 


May 24, 1781. 

Refolved, That, towards raifing 
the fupply rranted to his majcily, 
the farther fum of one million nine 
hundred thoufand pounds be railed, 
by loans or exchequer bills, to be 
charged upon the firft aids to be 
granted in the next feilion of parlia- 
ment; and fuch exchequer bills, 
it not difchareed, with interett 
thereupon, on or before the sth day 
of April, 1782, to be exchanged 
and received in payment in fuch 
manner as exchequer bills have ufu- 
ally been exchanged and received in 
payment, 


May 30, 1781. 
Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding ten thoufand pounds, be 
granted to his Majetty, towards 


re-building his Majefty’s gaol of 


Newgate, in the city of London, 

That afum, not exceeding twen- 
ty-five thoufand pounds, be granted 
to his Majeity upon account, 
towards defraying the expences in- 
curred in repairing the damages 
futtained at the prifon of the Kine’s- 
bench, and the prifon of the Fleet, 
during the tumultuous riots in the 
month of June, 1780, 


Tune 7» 1781, 

Refolved, ‘That a fum not ex- 
ceeding three thoufand fix hundred 
pounds be granted to his Majectty, 
to be paid to Mr. Henry Phillips, 
Ohis making a proper difcovery 
or the ufe of the public, of the 
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compofition of his powder for the 
dettruction of intects. 

That a fum, not exceeding five 
thoutand pounds, be applied, out of 
any monies unapplied, to the ufe of 
the navy, inthe hands of the trea- 
furer ot the navy, towards encou- 
raging and rewarding fuch perion, 
or perions, whofhall make any dif- 
coveries for finding the longitude at 
fea, which thougli they do not in- 
title the difcoverers to the greater 
rewards {pecified in an a¢t, made in 
the fourteenth year of the reign of 
his prefent Majetty, intituled, ** An 
act tor the repeal of all former acts 
concerning the longitude at fea, ex- 
cept fo much thereot as relates to 
the appointment and authority of 
the commillioners thereby conftitut- 
ed; and alfo fuch claufes as relate 
to the contlructing, printing, pub- 
lifhing, vending, and licenting of 
nautical almanacks, and other ufe- 
fultables, and for the more effectual 
encouragement and reward of fuch 
perfon and perfons as fhall dilcover 
a method for finding the fame, or 
flhall make ufeful difcovertes in na- 
vigation, and tor the better making 
experiments relating thereto,”? yet 
may be adjudged by the commufli- 
oners for making the difcovery of 
longitude at fea, to be of contider- 
able ufe to the public ; and alfo fuch 
perfon, or perfons, as fthall make 
any other ufeful difcoveries and im- 
provements in naviyation, and 
towards the better making of ex- 
periments relating thereto, fubjeét 
to the fame directions and regula- 
tions as are for the like purpofes con- 
tained in the faid act. 

June V4, 1781. 

Refolved, That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majetty, 
the propotal of the governor and 
company of the bank of wea * 

or 
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for advancing the fum of two milli- 
ons on exchequer bills, upon fuch 
terms and conditions as are therein 
mentioned, be accepted, 


June 18, 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That, towards raifing 
the fupply granted to his Majefty, 
there be applicd the fum of fixteen 
thoufand eight hundred and feventy- 
nine pounds, fix fhillings, and eight- 
pence halfpenny, remaining in the 
receipt of the exchequer on the sth 
day of April, 1781, fubject to the 
difpofition of parliament, exclufive 
of the furplus then remaining of the 
finking fund. 

That fuch of the monies as fhall 
be paid into the receipt of the ex- 
chequer after the sth day of April, 
1781, and on or before the sth day 
ot April, 1782, of the produce of 
the duties charged by two a&s, made 
in the fifth and fourteenth years of 
his prefent Majeity’s reign, upon 
the importation and exportation of 
gum fenega and gum arabic, be 
applied towards making good the 
fupply granted to his Majetty. 

That a fur, not exceeding fifty- 
one thoufand, feven hundred forty- 
feven pounds, feventeen fhillings, 
and fix pence, out of the monies or 
favines of the fums voted by parlia- 
ment for the charge of feveral aug- 
mentations to his Majetty’s torces 
for the year 1780, be applied 
‘towards making good the fupply 
granted to his Majetty, towards de- 
fraying the extraordinary expences 
ot his Majelty’s land torces, and 
other fervices incurred between the 
3: ft day of January, 1780, and the 
iit day of February, 1781, and not 
provided tor by parliament. 

That a fum, not exceeding twen- 
ty-five thoufand five hundred and 
one pounds, remaining of the fums 
voted for levy money for an aug- 
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mentation to feveral regiments of 
foot for the year 1779, in confe. 
quence of the {aid regiments having 
been reduced to lower numbers joy 
the current year, be applied towards 
making good the fupply granted to 
his Majeity towards defraying the 
extraordinary expences of his Ma. 
jefty’s land forces, und other fer. 
vices incurred between the 31f day 
of January, 1780, and the rf day 
of February, 1781, and not pro- 
vided for by parliament. 

That a fum, not exceeding four. 
teen thoufand three hundred feventy- 
nine pounds, eight fhillings, apd 
ten pence, out of the monies o 
favings remaining of the fums vored 
by parliament for the year 1°! 
for the pay of feveral corps of | 
fantry, be applied towards making 
good the fupply granted to his Ma- 
jefty, towards defraying the extra 
ordinary expences of his Majefty’s 
land forces, and other fervices in- 
curred between the 31ft day of Ja- 
nuary, 1780, and the rit day of 
February, 1781, and not provided 
for by parliament. 

Fune 1g, 1751. 

Refolved, That a fum, not ex- 
ceeding three millions two hundred 
thoufand pounds, be granted to his 
Majefty, towards paying off and 
difcharging the debt of the navy. 

That a fum, not exceeding five 
thoufand two hundred pounés, be 
granted to his Majefty, to be paid 
to fuch perfons as have fuftained 
loffes by reafon of the rebellious 10- 
furrections in the month of Junt, 
1780, whofe loffles amount to the 
fum of one hundred pounds and un- 
der, and who have not been reim- 
burfed the fame. 

That, towards raifing the fupply 
granted to his Majetty, there 
iffued and applied the fum of one 


sis fe dered forty-two 
million feven hunder vhoaiand 
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hovfand nine hundred and uvelve 
pounds, «wo thillings, and two 
pence, out of fuch monies as have 
ariien, or thall or may arife, of the 
fyrplufles, excetles, or overplus mo- 
nies, and other revenues, compofing 
the fund commonly called the fink- 
lag tund. ' 

That, towards raifing the fupply 
ranted to his Majeity, there be 
applied a fum, not exceeding four 
hundred thoufand pouads, out of 
ihe balances remaining in the hands 
of the right honourable George 
Nuvent Earl Temple, the perfonal 
reprefentative of the right honoura- 
bie George Grenville, deceafed, and 
of theright honourable William, lord 
vicount Barrington in the kingdom 
of Ireland, and of the right ho- 
nourable Richard lord  vifcount 
Howe in the kingdom of Ireland, 
and of fir Gilbert Elliot, baronet, 
the perfonal reprefentative of the 
right honourable fir Gilbert Ellior, 
baronet, deceafed, late treafurers 
of his Majefty’s navy, and of John 
Powell, efquire, the only acting cx- 
ecutor of the late right honourable 
Henry lord Holland, deceafed, and 
of the right honourable Caroline 
baronefs Greenwich, the perfonal 
teprefentative of the right honour- 
able Charles Townfhend, deceafed, 
and of the right honourable Frede- 
nck Lord North, and of George 
John Cooke and Charles Molloy, 
eiquires, the perfonal reprefenta- 
ves of the late George Cooke, 
efquire, deceafed, and of the right 
honourable ‘Thomas Tiownfhend, 
and of George John Cooke and 
Charles Molloy, efquires, the per- 
ional reprefentatives of the late 
George Cooke, efquire, deceafed, 
late paymatters gencral of his Ma- 
jeily’s forces. 

That, towards raifing the fupply 
granted to his Majefty, there be 
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applied the fum of eighteen thou- 
fand feven hundred and twenty- 
three pounds, thirteen thillings, and 
eleven pence, remaining in the 
hands of fir William Howe, late 
commander in chief in North Ame- 
rica; and the fum of one thoufand 
three hundred and fitty-feven 
pounds, fourteen fhillings, remain- 
ing in the hands of the executors 
et Zachary Philip Fonnereav, 
efquire, deceafed, and fir Merrick 
Burrell, baronet, contra@tors for 
furnifhing the garrifon of Gibraltar 
with provifions, trom the 12th day 
of May, 1777, to the 17th day of 
January, 1779; and the fum of 
eight thoufand eight hundred and 
forty-eight pounds, ope fhilling, 
and four pence farthing, remain- 
ing in the hands of Thomas Rume 
fey, efquiie, acting executor of 
Jobn Richardfon, efquire, agent 
to the out-penfioners of Chelfea 
Hofpital, trom the 2sth day of 
December, 1773, to the 24th day 
June, 17743; and the fum of feven 
hundred and feventy-two pounds, 
eight fhillings, and fix pence half- 
penny, remaining in the hands of 
fir William Erikine, as quarter- 
mafter-general of the forces, from 
the 25th day of December, 1776, 
to the 30th day of June, 1779. 

That fuch of the monies as fhall 
be paid into the receipt of the ex- 
chequer by the united company of 
merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies, in full difcharge 
and fatisfaction of the claims and 
demands of the public to the net 
profits which bave accrued to the 
company at home, before the 1ft 
day of March, 1781, be applied 
towards making good the fupply 
granted to his Majetty. 


That, towards raifing the fup- 
ply granted to his Majetty, there 
applied the fum of fixteen thoufand 

cight 
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eight hundred feventy-nine pounds, 
fix fhillings, and eight pence halt- 
penny, remaining in the receipt of 
the exchequer on the sth day of 
April, 1781, fubject to the difpofi- 
tion of parliament, exclufive of the 
furplus then remaining, of the 
linking fund. 

That fuch of the monies as 
fhall be paid into the receipt of 
the exchequer after the sth day 
of April, 1781, and on or be- 
fore the 5th day of April, 1782, of 
the produce ot the duties charged 
by two acts, made in the fifth and 
fourteenth years ot his prefent Ma- 
jelty’s reign, upon the importation 
and exportation of gum Senega and 
gum Arabic, be applied towards 
making good the fupply granted to 
his Majeity. 

That a fum, not exceeding 
fifty-one thouland feven hundred 
forty-feven pounds, feventeen fhil- 
lings, and fix pence, out of the mo- 
nies or favings of the fums voted by 
parliament for the charge ot fe- 
veral augmentations to his Majefly’s 
forces for the year 1780, be applied 
towards making good the tupply 
granted to his Majeity, towards de- 
traying the extraordinary expences 
of his Majefty’s land torces, and 
other fervices incurred between the 
31it day of January, 1780, and the 
vit day of February, 1781, and not 
provided tor by parliament. 

That a fum, not exceeding 
twenty-five thouland five hundred 
and one pounds, remaining of the 
fums voted for levy money for an 
augmentation to feveral regiments 
of toot tor the year 1779, In con- 
fequence of the faid regiments 
having been reduced to lower num- 
bers for the current year, be applied 
towards making cood the fupply 
granted to his Majetty, towards de- 
tvaying the extraordingry expences 
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of his Majefty’s land forces and 
other fervices incurred between th 
3 rit day of January, 1780, and the 
ift day of February, 1781, and i 
provided for by parliament, 

That a fum, not exceeding 
fourteen thouland three hundred few 
venty-nine pounds, eight fhillings 

’ 
and ten pence, out of the Monies 
or favings remaining of the fums 
voted by parliament tor the year 
1780, for the pay of feveral corps of 
infantry, be applied towards making 
good the fupply granted to his Ma. 
jelly, towards detraying the extra. 
ordinary expences of his Maiefty’s 
land torces, and other fervices jn. 
curred between the 31{t day of Ja. 
nuary, 1780, and the ift day of 
February, 1781, and not provided 
for by parliament. 


July 3, 1781. 

Refolved, ‘That an humble addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, that 
he will be gracioufly pleated to 
order the fum of feven hundred 
pounds to be advanced to John 
Haticll, efquire, clerk of this houtfe, 
towards detraying the expence of 
printing the journal of this boufe, 
trom the end of the latt teflon ot 
parliament, to the end of this 
prefent feilion; and to defray 
fuch extraordinary expences 4s 
have been, or fhall be, incurred 
on account of the printed jour 
nals and reports of this houle; 
and to aflure his Majefty, that this 
houfe will make good the fame. 

That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his Majeity, that he 
will be gracioufly pleafed to give 
directions for defraving the expence 
of printing and delivering the votes 
of this houfe of this feflion of pat 
liament : and to affure his Majetty, 
that this houfe will make gvod the 
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Tranflation of a Perfian Petition from 


the native Inhabitants of the Subah 
Azcemabad, or Province of Patna, 
to bis Britannic Maye, ‘ye 


E, the poor diftreffed inha- 

bitants of the Subah Azee- 
mabad, fubjects of the mot facred 
king, the fhadow of the Almighty, 
have the honour to reprefent to his 
exalted Majetty, 

THAT whereas, for fome time 
paft, by reafon of the innovations 
which have taken place, we have 
been feized with infinite afflictions ; 
and whereas, on account of the 
misfortunes which have befallen us, 
and which are augmented day by 
day, and aggravated hour by hour, 
the knife has pierced to the bone, 
and the danger has come home to 
our lives: the power of fubmithon 
and patience is exhautted, and con- 
ceiving the reprefentation of our 
fituation not only proper, but in- 
cumbent from us ; 

From a phylician how long can 
you conceal your pain ? 

It is not the part of a wife man 
to fecrete his diforder, 

We lav beiore the throne of his 
exalted Majefty a fummary of the 
circum{tances of our fituation : 

When this country firft became 
fubject to the dominion of the lords 
of victorious fortune, the Englith 
gentlemen, great fear and appre- 
henfion prevailed in our minds, 
from the diverfity of our faith and 
religion, and from the difference of 
cuffoms and ufages; we doubted 
what conduct thofe gentlemen would 
have obferved towards us; and to 
what extremity they might carry 
our affairs. But, after the eftablith- 
ment of their power and authority, 
fuch was the behaviour they ob- 
Ke tved, and fuch was the kindnefs, 
beneficence, and favour, with which 
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they treated us, that thofe fears and 
alarms vanifhed at once from our 
minds. For in their adjudications 
and determinations of caufes, in 
their decrees and decifions upon ac- 
tions and facts, they introduced no 
change or alteration; on the con- 
trary, they cftablifhed in the feveral 
courts of juttice, with the utmoft 
attention and greateft circumfpec- 
tion, that the ordinances fhould be 
executed contormably to our books, 
and agreeably to the cuftoms and 
ufages of this country, as they had 
exitted and prevailed from the period 
of its population. 

This conduct produced the ut- 
moit fatistaction and happinefs to 
us, and the decifion of caules was 
neither attended with enormous ex- 
pence, nor protracted to a length of 
time, the fource of ruin and vexa- 
tion; nor Was it repugnant to our 
cuitoms and ulages, which to us 
would be fevere and infupportable. 
For this reafon we repofed in the 
cradle of eafe and fecurity, not- 
withitanding, on account of the 
want of employment from the lofs 
of our fervices and offices, and the 
deprivation of the means of fub- 
fiftence, we were affected with po- 
verty and hunger, with narrow cir- 
cumftances and diftrefs, 

But even however at that time, 
as the management of affairs was 
delegated, on the part ot the En- 
glifh gentlemen, to the nobles of 
this country, and truft repofed in 
them; if fome were reduced to di- 
itrefs, yet others had employment 
fufficient for their maintenance, and, 
all circumitances confidered, we 
were upon the whole happy and 
fatisfied ; and all of us, great and 
fmall, nobles and vulgar, employed 
ourfelves, in thankfgivings an 
praifes to his Majetty, and in 
prayers for the increafe of his we 

an 
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and: profperity ; till ac laft the En- 
glith: court of judicature was ap- 
pointed from the Prefence, and 
caine into this country. 

We were informed by many of 
the Englith gentlemen, that the 
caufe and reaton of this was, that 
as the facred mind of his excellent 
Majefty was ftrongly difpofed, and 
firmly inclined, to promote the hap- 


pinets of the inhabitants of this: 


country, and the profperity of the 
country itfelf, from an apprehen- 
tion left any of the Englifh gentie- 
men might extend the hand of vio- 
lence and oppreilion on any of the 
inhabitants of it, and thus prove 
the authors of vexation and diitrefs 
to them, this Englifh court of judi- 
cature was expretly eftablithed ; that 
no one might impofe the hand of 
defpotic violence upon any other 
perfon, but that the court might be 
a caufe of fecurity and happinefs to 
the people here. This information 
produced new confidence and fatis- 
faction to us. 

But when the ordinances of this 
court of judicature were ifued, as 
they were all contrary to the cul- 
toms, modes, uiuges, and inftitu- 
tions of this country, they occa- 
fioned terror in us ; and day by day, 
as the powers of this court have be- 
came more ettablithed, our ruin, 
uneafinefs, difhonour, and difcre- 
dit have accumulated; till at latt 
we are reduced to fuch a fituation, 
that we even conlider death to us 
as infinitely preterable to the dread 
we entertain of the court ; for from 
this court no credit or character is 
lett to us, and we are now driven to 
the laft extremity. Several, who 

fiefled means and ability, deem- 
ing flight 2s their only fecurity, 
have banifhed themfelves from the 
country ; but bound as we are by 
poverty and inability, and fettered 
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by the deareft ties of confanguinity, 
we do not all of us poffefs the means 
of flight, nor have we power to 
abide the oppreflion of this court 

We did till this time hope, that 
fince the moft facred heart of his 
exalted Majeity is fo well difpofed 
to promote the welfare of the peo. 
ple, and the profperity and tran. 
quillity of this country, that, as 
foon as the intelligence of the mi- 
ferable ftate of the natives here 
(trom the Englifh court of judica- 
ture) fhould reach his royal ear, he 
would certainly be induced, from 
his wifdom and benevolence, to 
commiterate our condition ; but as, 
to this time, which is a long inter- 
val, the powers of this court have 
daily increafed in feverity, and no 
pity has yet appeared from that 
quarter, being without remedy, we 
have prefumed in this fituation of 
diftrefs to reprefent our own griev- 
ances. 

To lay betore his Majefty a full 
explanation of all the bad innova- 
tions of this court of judicature, 
which in this length of time have 
produced univerfal diitref:, would 
require innumerable books and vo- 
lumes without end: we theretore 
content ourfelves by giving a fhort 
abitraét, as one handtul is a fample 
of a heap, fo, when this is pre- 
fented to his Majefty, all the cir- 
cumftances will be revealed and 
laid open to his fubliime wildom. 

Firit, the circumitances of war- 
rants; which on the inflant of ap- 
plication from any low, mean, con- 
temptible perfon, are iffued againit 
men of chara¢ter who have ¢ver 
lived with credit and reputation, on 
any trifling caufe which even may 
have no foundation; and without 
allowing the party any delay or re- 
{pite, he is carried off, immediately 
upon his arrival at the court ; — 
" 
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bas means and ability, at a very 
great expence, to engage an attor- 
acy, and procure bal, | fill years 
gre required, before his caute is 
brought to an enquiry, to afcertain 
whether he is amenable to the juri- 
diction of the court, or whether 
the complaint of the fuitor againtt 
him be true or falfe. In this in- 
terval he is ruined ; his family and 
afairs go to wreck ; wretched and 
harrafled, without credit or cha- 
racter, he returns to his home: fo 
that death itfelf, on every account, 
confidering his condition, would be 
more eligible and better than to re- 
turn home in this condition. But, 
fhould he be unable to engage an 
attorney and procure bail, without 
farther delay or refpite, without 
any enquiry or inveitigation into 
hiscafe, he is fhut up and confined 
inthe gaol ; and there remains for 
a length of timé in prifon, and, 
till he can engage an attorney and 
procure bail, his caufe does not 
come on to a hearing. When af- 
terwards it is proved upon enquiry, 
that he is not amenable to the court, 
or that the complaint of the fuitor 
againit him is ill-tounded, and his 
eaufe is decided, yet from the 
charges of this long period, his 
wealth and fubttance being wafled, 
and being himfelf with-held from 
the purfuit of rhe occupations by 
which his fubftanee was procured, 
it he fhould efcape with life, and 
return to his home, it is worfe than 
death itfelf, 

And notwithftanding what is ge- 
nerally faid, that, if the plaintiff 
fhould fail in pyoving his complaint, 
they compel him to pay all the 
charges incurred ; and though it is 
fo in fact ; yet when the plaintiff is 
a low perfon, what can they make 
him pay ? But even when they do 
make him pay, the amount re- 
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ceived is expended in gratifying the 
attornies of the court, and fome- 
thing more befides, But by way of 
fuppofition, if even a {mall overplus 
fhould remain in the hands of the 
party, yet, his honour and credit 
being loft, of what ufe is life to 
him ? 

And fince the regulations and in- 
{titutions of this court have been 
carried into execution in this man- 
ner, and a degree of confidence has 
arifen from this, that, if even the 
iuit of the complainant fhould prove 
talie or defamatory, there is no call- 
ing him to account for it; the traf- 
fick of the vilelt and lowe of 
knaves and villains flourifhes. An 
additional caufe of the boldnefs and 
confidence of fuch perfons is, that, 
on account of a trifling diflatisfac- 
tion that may at any time have hap- 
ened toany perfon, he may appear 

fore the court, and procure a 
warrant; or elfe, from a motive 
only of obtaining damages, he may 
make a complaint of defamation 
againft another, whether true or 
falfe, alledging that, ** fuch a per- 
fon, at fuch a time, detamed me, 
or lifted his hand up againit me,” 
and, having trained two falfe wit- 
nefles, carrics them to give evidence 
upon oath, induced. by the view of 
reward ; and immenfe fums in this 
mode are by the court given to him 
as the price of reputation, notwith- 
ftanding fuch is his (the plaintiff's) 
condition, and that for feventy ge- 
nerations his value in any market, 
was never equal to five rupees, 

And thus for the mean, and for 
knaves, and thofe of no credit, a 
comfortable means of fubfiftence 1s 
provided ; whilft men of repute, 
and honourable perfons, who have 
lived with credit and reputation, 
are debafed, ruined, difhonoured, 
and difcredited by this court to 

fuck 
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fuch a degree, that fome from the 
terror of it are fled, and others have 
withdrawn themfelves to fecrecy, 
privacy, and retirement. 

And even this is difficult; for 
every man, according to his ability, 
has an citablifhment ot menial ter- 
vants, watermen, bearers, «and 
fweepers, without which people in 
the country cannot fubfilt ; and the 
cuitom of this country, from time 
immemorial, has ever been, upon 
the commiilion of a fault in this 
low tribe of fervants, to rebuke, 
threaten, and punifh the offender 
according to the degree ot his 
fault; and no perfon under any 
government before this time ever 
called any man to account tor fo 
doing ; for, knowing fuch a perfon 
to be the fervant of another, he 
knew alfo, if he had no fear of his 
matter, he would not difcharge his 
duty ; and on this account they per- 
formed their appointed fervices with 
induftry and application. , But now 
from this court affairs have come to 
this pals, that, though this low 
tribe thould be guilty of an ecnor- 
mous offence, no man of character, 
from an appreheonfion of this court, 
dares to take notice of him, uncer- 
tain, it he fhould be called to ac- 
count, what may be the confe- 
quences. 

The whole bafis of right and 
wrong in this court is in the hands 
of the attornies of it. The perfon 
to whom they are inclined, and 
with whom they are fatisfied, him 
they conititute the matter of right ; 
but the man to whom they are dif- 
inclined, and with whom they are 
diffatisfied, they make him in the 
wrong. 

We hear continually, that the 
jurifdiction of this court does not 
extend to thofe who are not depen- 
dents on the company ; but feveral 
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perfons, who could not dream thar 
they were dependents on the com. 
pany, and the fact of whofe inde. 
pendence as clearer than the fun, 
about which no doubr or hetitation 
was ever entertained, fo that there 
fhould be any neceility for afcer. 
taining it, notwithitancing have had 
warrants Milued againit them, and 
they are confined in the gaol. After 
atime, during which their families 
are ruined, their character and re- 
putation gone, it they thould be re- 
leafed, what advantave is it? 

In the fame manner, it one per. 
fon has any moncy tranfactions with 
another, and fhould imporwne him 
tor his due, the debtor appears be- 
fore court, procures a warrant, and, 
reverting the order of things, re- 
ceives thoufands trom his creditor 
on a plea of defamation, 

Thus in many caufes, which 
have been examined and decided in 
a diftrict by the fuperintendant of 
the provincial court of juttice, the 
perfon who has loit his fuit prefers 
his complaint in this court, and 
procures the tormer decrce to be 
reverfed; this is alio a fource of 
vexation and difireis to great num- 
bers; tor why have they given evi 
dence before the fuperintendant of 
another court? 

Or otherwite, a writ of fubpena 
is iflued againft many perions im 
order to procure their evidences, 
who are obliged to undergo the fa- 
tigucs of a journey of one of two 
hundred krores, to leave their houte 
and tamilies, to relinquith their con- 
cerns in obedience to this mandate, 
and give attendance ; and aiter ¢x 
periencing an age of vexation and 
dittrefs, if the thread of lite {hould - 
remain unbroken, they are [e- 
leafed ; or elfe their hfe in tus 
manner becomes a facritice to 16 
court. As 
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As the people of this country lofs of time to the court, who pro- 
have no knowledge or information cures a warrant againit that farmer 
of the procefs, cuftoms, and intti- or contractor, who is treated with 
tutions ot this court, or of the En- the fame contempt and ignominy as 
glifh language, by a trifling devia- if he were a dog, and is dragged 
tion, the effect of ignorance, they away: the amount of his engage- 
fuffer, and are perplexed, and are ments remains unpaid. 
involved in a varicty of ruin and Thus the violence and oppreffion 
diftreis ; neither is any mode of re- of this court, in an act ot feverity 
lief open to them; no man has the and cruelty, were experienced at 

wer of rec mmending another, Dacca by men of charaéter and re+ 
nor is there any other remedy. If putation, and high ftations, to fuch 
even, as a laft refource, a perfon a degree, that the tongue is incom- 
fhould find means to appear before petent to deferibe it. Mr. William 
the juftices, and there explain and Boughton Rous was at that time 
make clear to them that he is not chiet at Dacca, and is fince gone to 
amenable to their inftitution, or Europe: whenever he is examined 
point out the falfhood of the com- upon oath as to the circumftances 
lainant’s fuit, they reply, ‘* we of this violent and oppreflive tran- 
os no remedy ; the rules of the faction, the whole will be made 
court are fo and fo; apply to an at- clear to your fublime comprehen- 
torney, and fee if he can procure fion. 
you relief.” What has been here reprefented 

The fum of what we have ob- is but a particle ; it is as one from 
ferved and what we ftill fee is, that, a thoufand, a little out of grofs; 
if any perfon has a fufficiency to but fince the facred mind of his fu- 
pay the charges of the attornies of preme Majefty (the fhadow of the 
the court, and fatisfy them, he ob- Almighty) is carneitly directed to 
tains his fuit in the court; or elfe the advancement of the profperity 
he lofes it. It this is juftice, then of this country, and the eafe and 
what is injuftice ? For this injuftice happinefs of the people, we hope 
is without bounds. he will, out of his compaffion and 
_In the fame manner as we expe- love of juftice, look down upon the 
rence diftrefs, difhonour, and dif- contents of this petition ; and, hav- 
repute from this court, fo it alfo ing weighed and confidered them, 
occafions lofs and detriment to the take pity upon the firuation of us 
government. Thus for inftance: who are humble, infirm, without 
fuppofe a perfon who has taken a_ help, and in bondage ; by removing 
ditrit from the government in_ the eftablifhment of this ourt from 
farm or contraét, he is obiiged to our heads, which is the moft abfo- 
collect the rents of the governments lute tyranny and oppreffion; and 
from the R, ots and Zemindars, and that he will out of his grace and 
pav them to the government: it is benevolence ordain, that the rules 
bot in the nature of the tribe of Ze- of juftice fhall be adminiitered ‘o 
Mindars to difcharre the amount of us according to the fixed law of the 
their rents with their own free-will; country, as it has ever prevailed, 
ut, On any appearance of coercion, arreeable to our ufages and cuf- 
ne of them is difpatched without tons ; that, being thus placed under 

1781, (P) the 
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the thadow of his favour, and in 
the circle of eafe and fecurity of his 
Majetty’s benevolence, we may con- 
tinually pour forth freth praifes and 
thank{givings for the increafe of his 
life and fortune. But it (which 
God forbid) it fhould fo happen, 
that this our petition fhould not be 
accepted, al fhould be rejected at 


the chamber of audience, thofe 
amongft us who have power and 





PAP. ER §&. 


ability, difcarding all affe&tion for 
our families, will fly to any quarter 
we can; whilft the remainder, whe 
have no means or ability, giving 
themfelves up with pious refigna- 
tion to their fate, will fit down in 
expectation of their death. After 
this let the foil of this country ree 
main, and the court of jufticet 
let the court of juttice remain upon 
the carth, or the earth cover it! 
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Sme PARTICULARS of the LIFE of the celebrated 
LINN AUS. 


(From Dr. Punteney’s General View of the Writings of Linnzus.] 


“« (VHARLES VON LINNE, 

the fon of a Swedith divine, 
was born May 24, 1707, at Roe- 
hult, inthe province of Smaland, 
in Sweden ; of which place his fa- 
ther had the cure when this fon 
wis born, but was foon after pre- 
fered'to the living of Stenbrihult, 
inthe fame province, where dying 
inthe year 1748, arthe age of 70, 
he was fueceeded in his cure by an- 
other fon, 

“ Thiseminent man, whofe ta- 
kats enabled him to reform the 
whole fcience of natural hiftory, 
accumulated, very. early in lite, 
fme of the higheft honours that 
await the moft fuccefstul proficients 
im medical fcience; fince we find 
that he was made profeflor of phy- 
fc and botany, in the univerfity of 
Upfal, at the age of 34; and fix 
years afterwards, phyfician to his 
fovereign, the late king Adolphus ; 
Wao tn the year 1953 honoured him 
‘il farther, by creating him knight 
Ot the order of the Polar Star. His 
ecure did not terminate here, for 
“1757 he was ennobled; and in 


‘ledge of infects. 


1776 the prefent king of Sweden 
accepted the refignation of his of- 
fice, and rewarded his declining 
ears by doubling his oe and 
y a liberal donation of landed pro- 
perty, fettled on him and his family. 
*¢ It feems probable, that his 
father’s example firit gave Linnwus 
a tafte for the ttudy of nature ; who, 
as he has himfelf informed us, culri- 
vated, as his firfl amufement, a 
arden plentifully ftored with plants. 
Foubs Linnzus foon became ac- 
quainted with thefe, as well as the 
indigenous ones’ of his neighbour. 
hood. Yet, from the ftraightneis 
of his father’s income, our young 
naturalift was on the point of being 
deftined to a mechanical employ- 
ment: fortunately, however, this 
defign was over-ruled, In 1717 he 
was fent to fchool at Wexfi-, where, 
as his opportunities were enlarged, 
his progrefs in all his favourire pur- 
fuits was proportionably extended. 
At this early périod he paid atten- 
tion to other branches of natural 
hiftory ; particularly to the know- 
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[4] 
«¢ The firft part of his academi- 


cal education Linnzus received 
under profeflor Stobeus, at Lund, 
in Scania, who favoured his incli- 
nations tothe ftudy of natural hif- 
tory. After a refidence of about a 
year, he removed in 1728 to Upfal. 
Here he foon contraéted a clofe 
triendfhip with Artedi, a native of 
the province of Angermannia, who 
had already been four years a ftu- 
dent in that univerfity, and, like 
himfelf, had a ftrong bent to the 
{tudy of natural hiftory in general, 
but particularly to ichthyology. 

‘© 'Thefe young men prolecuted 
their ftudies together with uncom- 
mon vigour, mutually communi- 
cating their obfervations, and lay- 
ing their plans, fo as to affitt each 
other in every branch of natural 
hiftory and phyfic. 

‘© Soon after his refidence at Up- 
fal, our author was alfo happy 
enough to obtain the favour of fe- 
veral gentlemen of eftablifhed cha- 
racter in literature. He was in a 
particular manner encouraged in the 
purfuit of his ftudies by 
tronage of Dr. Olaus Celfius, at 
that time profeffor of divinity,! and 
the reftorer of natural hiftory in 
Sweden ; fince fo diftinguifhed for 
oriental learning, and more particu- 
larly for his Hierobotanicon, or 
Critical Diflertations on the Plants 
mentioned in Scripture. This gen- 
tleman is faid to have given Lin- 
nxus a large fhare of his efteem, 
and he was tortunate enough to ob- 
tain it very early after his removal 
to Upfal. He was at that time me- 
ditating his Hierobotanicon, and 
being ttruck with the diligence of 
Linneus, in deicribing the plants 
of the Upfal garden, and his ex- 
tenfive knowlege of their names, 
fortunately for him, at that time 
involved in difficulties, trom the 
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narrow circumftances of his parents 
Celfius not only patronized him in 
a general way, but admitted him to 
his houfe, his table, and his libra. 
ry. Under fuch encovragement, it 
is not ftrange that our author made 
a rapid progre{s, both in his tudies, 
and the efteem of the profeffors: in 
fact, we have a very ftriking 
roof of his merit and attainments, 
inalmuch as we find, that after only 
two years refidence, he was thought 
fufficiently qualified to give lectures 
occafionally from the botanic chair, 
in the room of profeflor Rudbeck, 

**In the year 1731, the Royal Aca. 
demy of Sciences at Upfal having 
for fome time meditated the defign 
of improving the’ natural hiftory of 
Sweden, at the inftance particularly 
of profeffors Celfius and Rudbeck, 
deputed Linnzus to make the tour 
of Lapland, with. the fole view of 
exploring the natural hiflory of that 
arctic region; to which undertak 
ing, his reputation, already high as 
a naturalift, and the firength of his 
conftitution, equally recommended 
him. 

** As this expedition could-not 
take place till the fucceeding fum- 
mer, Linnzus fpent his wipter with 
his friends and -relations in the 
fouth ; and particularly paid a vilt 
in January 1732, to his former pre- 
ceptor Stobeus, at Lund; whom 
he left in February, to vilit his na- 
tive province of Smaland, and re- 
turned to Upfal about the middle of 
April, to prepare for his journey. 
He left Upfai the 13th of May, and 
took his route to Gevalia, or Gevels 
the principal town of Gellnela 4) 
miles diftant from Upfal. Hence 
he travelled through Helfinglan¢, 
into Medalpadia, where he made : 
excurfion, and afcended a rema™® 
able mountain, before he reach’ 


an » chief town 
Hudwickfwald, the + Helfingland 
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Helfingham. From hence he went 
through Angermanland, to Herno- 
fand, a fea-port on the Bothnic 
ulf, feventy miles diftant from 
Hudwickfwald. When he had pro- 
ceeded thus far, he found it proper 
to retard his journey, as the fpring 
was not fufficiently advanced ; and 
took this opportunity of vifiting 
thofe remarkable caverns on the 
fummit of mount Skula, though at 
the hazard of his life. 

«“ When Linnzus anived at Uma, 
in Weft Bothnia, about ninety-fix 
miles from Hernofand, he quitted 
the public road, and took his courfe 
through the woods weftward, in or- 
der firftto traverfe the moft fouthern 
parts of Lapland. Being now come 
tothe country that was more par- 
ticularly the object of his enqui- 
nes, equally a ftranger to the lan- 
guage and to the manners of the 
people, and without any affociate, 
hecommitted himfelf to the hofpi- 
tality of the inhabitants, and never 
failed to experience it fully. He 
fpeaks in feveral places, with pecu- 
har fatisfaction, of the innocence 
and fimplicity of their’ lives, and 
their freedom from difeafes. In 
this excurfion, he reached the moun- 
tans towards Norway, and, after 
encountering great hardfhips, re- 
turned into Wett Bothnia, quite ex~ 
haufted with fatigue. Our traveller 
next vifited Pitha and Lula, upoa 
the gulf of Bothnia, from which 
latter place he took again a weftern 
Toute, by proceeding up the river 
of that name, and vifited the ruins 
of the temple of Jockmock, in Lula 
Lapland, or Lap Mark: thence, 
he traverfed what is called the Lap- 

d Defert, deftiture of all villazes, 
cultivation, roads, or any conveni- 
mces; inhabited only by a few 
raggling people, originally de- 
fended from the Fi . we 9 

, inlanders, and 
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who fettled in this country in re- 
mote ages, being entirely a diftinct 
people from the Laplanders. In 
this diftric&t he afcended a noted 
mountain called Wallevari, in fpeak- 
ing of which he has given us a 
pleafant relation of his finding a 
fingular and beautiful new plant 
( Andromeda tetragona) when tra- 
velling within the arétic circle, with 
the fun in his view at midnight, 
in fearch of a Lapland hut. From 
hence he croffled the Lapland Alps 
into Finmark, and traverfed the 
fhores of the North Sea as far as 
Sallero, 

‘* Thefe journies from Lula and 
Pitha, on the Bothnian gulf, to 
the north fhore, were made on foot, 
and our traveller was attended by 
two Laplanders ; one his interpreter, 
and the other his guide, He tells 
us, that the vigour and ftrength of 
thofe two men, both old, and fuf- 
ficiently loaded with his baggage, ex- 
cited his admiration ; fince they ap- 
agp quite unhurt by their la- 

our, while he himfelt, although 
young and robutt, was frequently 
quite exhaufted. In this journey 
he was wont to ileep under the boat 
with which they forded the rivers, 
as a defence againft rain, and the 
gnats, which in the Lapland fum- 
mer are not lefs teazing than in the 
torrid zones. In defcending one of 
thefe rivers, he narrowly efcaped 
perifhing by the overfetting of the 
boat, and loft many of the natural 
productions which he had collected. 

Linneus thus fpent the greater 
part of the fummer in examining 
this arétic region, and thofe moun- 
tains, on which, four years after- 
wards, the French philofophers fe- 
cured immortal fame to Sir Haac 
Newton. At length, after having 
fuffered incredible fatigues and hard. 
{hips, in climbing precipices, pafl- 
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ing rivers in miferable boats, fuf- 
fering repeated vicifitudes of ex- 
treme heat and cold, and not unfre- 
quently hunger and thirtt, he re- 
turned to ‘Tornoa in September. 
He did not take the fame route trom 
‘Tornoa as when he came into Lap- 
land, having determined to vilit, 
and examine, the country on the 
eaftern fide of the Bothnian gulf: 
his firit itage, therefore, was to 
Ula, in Eat Bothnia; trom thence 
to Old and New Carleby, eighty- 
four miles fouth from Ula. He 
continued his route through Wafa, 
Chriftianfledt, and * Wee teri to 
Abo, a fmall univerfity in Finland. 
Winter was now fetting in apace: 
he therefore crofled the gulf by the 
ifland of Aland, and arrived at 
Upfal in November, after having 
performed, and that moitly on foot, 
a journey of ten degrees of lati- 
tude in extent, exclulively of thofe 
deviations which fuch a defign ren- 
dered neceflary. 

‘¢In 1733 hevifited and examined 
the feveral mines in Sweden, and 
made himfelf fo well acquainted 
with mineralogy, and the docima- 
{tic art, that we find he was fuffici- 
ently qualified to give leétures on 
thoie fubjects, upon his return to 
the univerfity. ‘The outlines of his 
fyilem on mineralogy appeared in 
the early editions ot the Syfema Na- 
txre ; but he did not exemplify the 
whole until the year 1768. 

** In the year 1734 Linnaus was 
fent by Baron Reuterholm, gover- 
nor of Dalekarlia, with feveral other 
naturahits, into that province, to 
invetligate the natural productions 
of that part of the Swedith domi- 
nionse Each gentleman had his par- 
ticular department aligned ; and 
they noted daily the obfervations 
made relating to geography, &c. 
but particularily, and as their prin- 


cipal object, the economical and 
natural hitloty, and mineral 

A full account of thefe obfervations 
was intended to have been pubjijh. 
ed; but the defigu was laid afde 
It was in this journey that our te 
thor firft laid the plan of an excel. 
lent inftitution, which was afer. 
wards executed, in a certain d 

at leaft, by him‘flf, with the af. 
fittance of many of his pupils, and 
the refult publithed under the title 
ot Pan Swecus, in the fecond volume 
ot the Amanitates Academica. 

** After the completion of this 
expeditian, it appears that Linnaus 
refided for a time at Fahlun, the 
precee town in Dalckarlia; where, 

e tells us, that he taught minera- 
logy, and the docimaftic art, and 
practiled phyfic ; and where he was 
very hofpitably treated by Dr. More, 
the phytician of the place. It alfo 
appears, that he contracted at this 
time an intimacy with one of that 
gentleman’s daughters, whom he 
married about five years afterwards, 
upon his fettling as a phylician at 
Stockholin, 

‘In this journey he extended 
his travels quite acrofs the Dalekar- 
lian Alps into Norway; but we 
have no particular account of his 
difcoveries in that kingdom. — 

‘© In the year 1756, Linnaus 
travelled over many other parts of 
Sweden, fome parts of Denmark 
and Germany, and fixed in Hel- 
land, where he chiefly refided until 
his return to Stockholm, about the 
year 1739. He here took his doc- 
tor’s degree in phyfic, 1735+ 

‘© In this year Linneus alfo pub- 
lithed the firit fketch of his Sy/ema 
Natura, in a very compendiovs 
way, and in the form of tables only, 
in twelve pages in Folio. By sad 
it appears, that he has ‘ccna 
early period of his life won 
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before he was twenty-four years old) 
laid the bafis of that great ftructure 
which he afterwards raifed, not 
only to the increafe of his own 
fame, but to that of natural fei- 
ence. : 
«In 1736, Linneus came into 
England, and vifited Dr. Dillenius, 
the late learned profeffor at Oxtord, 
whom he juftly confidered as one of 
the firft botanifts in Europe. He 
mentions with particular refpect the 
civilities he received from him, and 
the privileges he gave him of in- 
fpecting his own, and the Sherar- 
ban collections of plants. It is 
needlefs to fay, that he vifited Dr. 
Martyn, Mr. Rand, and Mr. Mil- 
ler, and that he was in a more fin- 
gular manner indebted to the friend- 
thip of Dr. Ifaac Lawfon, He alfo 
* contracted an intimate friendfhip 
“ with Mr. Peter Collinfon, which 
“ was reciprocally increafed by a 
* multitude of good oilices, and con- 
“ tinued to the lait without any di- 
** minution.” Dr. Boerhaave had 
furnifhed him with letters to our 
eat naturalift Sir Hans Sloane ; 
ut, it is with regret that we muft 
obferve, they did not procure him 
the reception which the warmth of 
his recommendation feemed to claim. 
“One of the mott agreeable cir- 
cumftances that happened to Lin 
neus, during his refidence in Hol- 
land, arofe from the patronage of 
Mr. Clifford, in whofe houfe * he 
lived a confiderable part of his time, 
being now as it were the child of 
fortune :—Exivi patria triginta sex 
nummis aureis dives—are his own 
words, With Mr. Clifford, how- 
ever, he enjoyed pleafures and pri- 
vileges fearcely at that time to be 
met with elfewhere in the world ; 


* The country feat and garden of 
three miles from Haerleim. 
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that of a garden excellently ftored 
with the fineit exotics, and a library 
furnifhed with alinott every botanic 
author of note. How happy he 
found himfelf in this fituation, thofe 
only who have felt the fame kifid of 
ardour can conceive. 

** Whilft in Holland, our author 
was recommended by Boerhaave 
to fill the place, then vacant, of 
phyfician to the Dutch fettlement at 
Surinam; but he declined it, on 
account of his having been educated 
in fo oppolite a climate. 

** Befides being favoured with the 
particular patronage and friendship 
of Boerhaave and Mr. Clitford, as 
is above mentioned, our author had 
alfo the pleafure of being contem- 
porary with, and of reckoning a- 
mong the number of his friends, 
many other learned perfons, who 
have fince proved ornaments to their 
profeffion, and whofe merit has mot 
defervedly raifed them to fame and 
honour, Among thefe we may pro- 
_ mention Dr. John Burman, 
profefior of botany at Amilerdam, 
whofe name and family are well 
known in the republic of letters, to 
whom our author dedicated his Bid- 
liotheca Botanica, having been great- 
ly affitted in compiling that work, 
by the free acce/s he had to that 
gentleman’s excellent library; John 
Frederick Gronovius, of Leyden, 
editor of Clayton’s Flora Virginica, 
and who very early adopted Lin- 
naus’s fyitem ; Baron Van Swieten, 
late phyfician to the kmpreis 
Queen; Ifaac Lawion, betore 
mentioned, afterwards one of the 
phyficians to the Britith army, who 
died much regretted at Oolierhout, 
in the year 1747, and from whom 
Linneus received fingular and very 


Mr. Clifford was at Hartcamp, about 
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smportant civilities ; Kramer, fince 
well known for an excellent treatife 
on the docimaftic art; Van Royen, 
botanic profeffor at Leyden ; Lie” 
berkun, of Berlin, famous for his 
fkill in microfcopical inftruments 
and experiments. To thefe may be 
added alfo the names of Albinus and 
Gaubius, and of others, were it re- 
quifite to fhew that our author’s 
talents had very early rendered him 
confpicuous, and gained him the 
regard of all thofe who cultivated 
and patronized any branch of medi- 
cal fcience; and to which, doubt- 
lefs, the fingular notice with which 
Boerhaave honoured him, did not a 
little contribute. 

‘‘ Early in the year 1738, after 
Linnus had left Mr. Clifford, and, 
as it fhould fcem, when he refided 
with Van Royen, he had a long 
and dangerous fit of ficknefs; and 
upon his recovery, went to Paris, 
where he was properly entertained 
by the Juffieus, at that time the 
firft botaniits in France. ‘The op- 
portunity this gave him of infpect- 
ing the Herbaria of Surian and 
Tournefort, and thofe of the above 
named gentlemen, aflorded him 
great fatistaction, He had intended 
to have gone from thence into Ger- 
many, to vifit Ludwig, and the ce- 
lebrated Haller, with whom he was 
in clofe correfpondence ; but he was 
not able to complete this part of his 
intended route, and was obliged to 
return without this gratification, 

«© Our author did not fail to avail 
himfelf of every advantage, that 
aceefs to the feveral mufeums of 
this country afforded him, in every 
branch of natural hiftory ; and the 
number and importance of his pub- 
tications, during this abfence trom 
his native country, fufficiently de- 
monttrate that tund of knowledge 
which he muit have imbibed be. 


fore, and no lefs teflify his extraor. 
dinary application, 

** About the latter end of the year 
1738, or the en of the next, 
our author fettled as a phyfician ar 
Stockholm, where he feems to have 
met with confiderable oppofition 
and was oppreffed with many diffi. 
cultics ; all of which at length he 
overcame, and got into extenfive 
practice ; and, foon atter his fettle. 
ment, married the lady beforefpoken 
ot. By the intereft of Count Tef. 
fin, who was afterwards his great 
patron, and even procured medals 
to be ftruck im honour of him, he 
obtained the rank of phyfician to 
the fleet, and a ftipend from the ci- 
tizens for giving lectures in botany, 
And what at this time efpecially 
was highly favourable to the ad- 
vancement of his character and 
fame, by giving him an opportunity 
ot difplaying his abilities, was the 
etlablifhmenr of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Stockholm ; of which 
Linneus was conftituted the firt 
pretident, and to which eftablifh- 
ment the king granted feveral pri- 
vileges, particularly that of free 
poitaye to all papers directed to the 
fecretary. By the rules of the aca 
demy, the pretident held his place 
but three months, at the expiration 
of which, he made his Oratio de 
memorabilibus in Infcélis, OC. % 
1739; in which he cndeavours to 
excite an attention and enquiry into 
the knowledge ol infects, by dif- 
playing the many fingular phano- 
mena that oceur in contemplating 
the nature ot thofe animals, and by 
pointing out, in a variety of in 
ttunces, their ufefulnefs to mankind 
in particular, and to the economy ot 
nature in general. 

«¢ During all this time, however, 
Linnaeus appears to have had his 
eye upon the botanic and medical 

chau 
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chair at Upfal, at this time occu- 
pied by Rudbeck, who was far ad- 
vanced in life. We learn indeed 
that he was fo intent on puriuing, 
and perfecting, his great deligns in 
the advancement oO his favourite 
fudy of nature, that he had deter- 
mined, if he failed in procuring the 
profeflorfhip at Upfal, to accept the 
offer that had been made to him by 
Haller, of filling the botanic chair 
at Gottingen. However, in courfe 
of time, 7” obtained his with. In 
the year 1741, Upon the refignation 
of Roberg, he was con{lituted joint 
profefor of phytic, and phyfician 
tothe king, with Rofen, who had 
been appointed in ont ogg | year 
on the death of Rudbeck. Thefe 
two colleagues agreed to divide the 
medical departments between them ; 
and their choice was confirmed by 
the univerfity. Rofen took anato- 
my, phyfiology, pathology, and the 
therapeutic part. Linowus, natural 
hifory, botany, materia medica, the 
dietetic part, and the diagnolis mor- 
borum, 

“ During the interval of his re- 
moval from Stockholm to Upfal, 
in confequence of this appointment, 
our profeffor was depttted by the 
fates of the kingdom, to make a 
tour to the iflands of Oeéland and 
Gothland, in the Baltic, attended 
by fix of the pupils, commiffioned 
to make fuch enquiries as might 
tend to improve agriculture, and 
arts, in the kingdom ; to which the 
Swedith nation had for fome time 
pada particular attention ; awak- 
ened, as it were, by the defolating 
warsot Charles the XIIth, to ex- 
tend their commerce, and cultivate 
he arts of peace. Th 
this journey was very TWecefstul, 
and proved fully fatistadtory to the 
fates, and was afterwards commu- 
Mcated to the public. 


efult of 


(y} 


** Linneus, on his return, enter. 
ed upon the profeflrfhip, and pro- 
nounced before the univerlity his 
Oration de Peregi imationam inte 
Patriam necefiiate, Okt. L7, 17415 
in which he forcibly duplays the 
ulefulnefs of fuch excurtions, by 
pointing out to the ftudents that 
vait ficid of objects which their coun- 
try held out to their cultivation ; 
whether in geography, phytics, 
mineralogy, botany, zoology, of 
economics ; and by fhewing the be- 
nefit that mutt accrue to themfelves 
and their country as rewards to their 
diligence. ‘That animated f{pirit 
Which runs through the whole of 
this compolition, renders it one of 
the moft plealing and inftructive ot 
all our author’s produétions. Thas 
int mate knowledge which Linnawus 
himfelt had acquired of his own 
country by his repeated travels 
(fraught as he was too with every 
requilite tor making ufeful obferva- 
tions) enabled him to point out with 
the utmott precilion, the moil pro- 
per objects of invelligation, in every 
pare of nattre; and his love to bis 
Coury gave a zeal to his wihes, 
that fhewed Inm on this occafion ta 
great advantage; not to add, the 
aid arifing from that felf-congratu- 
lation, which he muft feel, having 
jut gained, by his late appointment, 
the fummit of his wihes. 

‘+ Jipnwus was now fixed in the 
fituation that was the bett adapted to 
his eharacter, his tatte, and abilities, 
and which feems to be the object of 
his ambition, and center of his 
hopes. Soon after bis eftablifhment, 
he laboured to get the academical 
garden, which had been founded in 
1H57, pucon a better footing, and 
very foon cflected it; procurng 
alfg a houfe to be buile for the re¢ 
fidence of the profeflur. The whole 
had Leenin rina ever flace the lire in 
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1702, and at the time Linnzus was 
appointed profeffor of botany, the 
garden did not contain above fifty 
plants that were exotic. His cor- 
refpondence with the firft botanifts 
in <urope, foon fupplied him with 
great variety, He received Indian 
plants from Juffieu of Paris, and 
from Van Royen of Leyden; Eu- 
ropean plants from Haller and Lud- 
wig; American plants from the 
late Mr. Collifon, Mr. Catefby, and 
others; and variety of annuals 
from Dillenius : in fhort, how much 
the garden owed to his diligence 
and care, in a few years, may be 
feen by ‘the catalogue publifhed un- 
der the title of Hortus Upfalienfis 
exhibens plantas exoticas horto Up- 
falienfis academiz a fefe (Linnzo) 
illatas ab anno 1742, in annum 
1748, additis, differentiis fynonymis, 
habitationibus, hofpitiis, rariorum- 

ue defcriptionibus, in gratiam ftu- 
hikes aveneain: Holm. 1748, 8vo. 
pp- 306, tab. 3. By this catalogue 
it appears that the profeffor had 1n- 
troduced 1100 fpecies, exclufively of 
all the Swedifh plants, and of va- 
rieties ; which latter, in ordinary 
gardens, amount not unfrequently 
to one third of the whole number, 
The preface contains a curious 
hiftory of the climate at Upfal, and 
the progrefs of the feafons through- 
out the whole year, 

“* From the time that Linnzus 
and Rofen were appointed pro- 
feffors at Upfal, it thould feem 
that the credit of that univerfity, 
as a fchool of phyfic, had been in- 
creafing; and the faét indeed is 
certain, that numbers of ftudents 
reforted thither from Germany, at- 
tracted by the character of thefe 
two able men: and certainly in 
Sweden itfelf many young men 
were invited to the ftudy of phyfic, 
by the excellent manner in which 


it was taught, who otherwife 
have engaged in different ny 

** Whillt Linnzeus was meditarin 
one of his capital performances 
which had long been expegted, and 
greatly wifhed for, he was inter. 
rupted by avery long and painful 
fit of the gout, which left him in 
very weak and difpirited ftate; and 
according to the intelligence that 
his friends gave of him, nothing 
was thought to have contributed 
more to the reftoration of his {pirits 
than the feafonable acquifition, a 
this juncture, of a collection of 
rare and undefcribed plants, 

66 The fame which our author 
had now acquired by his Syitema 
Nature, of which a fixth edition, 
much enlarged, had been publithed 
at Stockholm, in 1748, in 8vo, pp. 
232 with eight tables, explanatory 
ot the claffes and orders ; and which 
was alfo republithed by Gronovius 
at Leyden ; had brought, as it were, 
a conflux of every thing rare and 
valuable in every branch of nature, 
from all parts of the globe, into 
Sweden. The king and queen ot 
Sweden had their feparate collec- 
tions of rarieties ; the former at 
Ulrickfdahl, the latter, very rich in 
exotic infects and fhells, procured at 
4 great expence, at the palace of 
Drottningholm. Thefe our author 
was employed in arranging and de- 
fcribing. Befides thefe, the mufeum 
of the royal academy of Upfal, had 
been augmented by a confiderable 
donation from the king, whilit he- 
reditary prince, in 1746; by an- 
other, from count Gyllenborg, the 
year before ; by a third, from M. 
Grill, an opulent citizen of Stock 
holin. 

‘© From this time we fee the pro» 
feffor in a more elevated rank and 
fituation in life. His reputation 


had already procured him honours 
; from 
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fom almoft all the Royal Societies 
in Europe. Into the Imperial 
Academy, he had been very vom 
received, and diftinguifhed, accord- 
ing co the cuttom of that inftitution, 
with a claffic name, having mott 
aptly been called Diotcorides Secun- 
dus; andin the year 1753 he ree 
ceived this honour from the Royal 
Society of London : and his own 
fovereign, truly fentible of his merit, 
and greatly eiteeming his character 
and abilities, favoured him with a 
mark of his diftinétion and regard, 
by creating him a knight of the po- 
lar flar. It was no longer, laudatur 
et alget. His emoluments kept 

with his fame and honours: 
his practice in his profeflion became 
lucrative, and we find him foon after 
poflefled of his country houfe and 
gardens at Hammarby, about five 
miles from Upfal. He had more- 
over received one of the moft flat- 
tering teftimonies of the extent and 
magnitude of his fame, that perhaps 
was ever fhewn to any literary cha- 
rater, the flate of the nation which 
conferred it, with all its circum. 
flances, duly confidered. This was 
an invitation to Madrid, from the 
king of Spain, there to prefide as 
a naturaliit, with the offer of an 
annual penfion for life of 2000 
puloles, letters of nobility, and 
the perfect tree exercife of his own 
religion, An offer not readily pas 
ralleled in the hiftory of modern 
times! That he did not accept of it 
8 certain, having, after the moft 
perfect acknowledgements of the 
fingular honour done him, returned 
for an{wer, ** that, if he had any 
merits, they were due to his own 
country.” 

‘“* In the year 17¢5, the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, 
honoured our profeffor with one of 
the firit premiums, agreeably to the 
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will of count Sparree ; who had 
decreed two gold medals, of ten du- 
cats value each, to be annually 
given by the academy, to the au-. 
thors of fuch papers, in the pre-~ 
ceding year’s Stockholm Aéts, as 
fhould be adjudged moft ufeful in 
promoting agriculture particularly, ’ 
and all branches of rural economy. 
This medal bore on one fide, the 
arms of the count, with this motto, 
Superfies in fcientiis amor Frederici 
Sparre. Linneus obtained it in con- 
fequence of a paper de Plantis que 
Alpium Suecicarum indigena, magno 
ret wconomica et medica emolumenteo 


fieri pofint, and the ultimate inten- 


tion was to recommend thefe plants, 
as adapted to culture in Lapland. 
This paper was inferted in the 
Stockholm Aéts for 1754, vol. xv. 

‘* Linnzeus alfo obtained the pra- 
mium centum aureorum, propofed by 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences 
at Peterfburgh, for the beft paper 
written to eftablifh, or difprove, by 
new arguments, the doctrine of the 
fexes of plants. 

‘* It was, if poffible, an additional 
glory to Linnzus to have merited 
this premium from the Peterfourgh 
academy; inafmuch as a profeflor 
of that fociety, a few years before, 
had with more than common zeal, 
although with a futility like that of 
the other antagonitts of our author, 
endeavoured to overturn the whole 
Linnzan fyftem of botany, by at- 
tempting to fhew that the doétrine 
of the fexes of plants, had no 
foundation jn nature, and was un- 
fupported by facts and experiments. 

In the fpring of the year 1772, 
Dr. Murray, profeffor of phyfic and 
botany at Gottingen, a Swede by 
birth, who had been educated under 
Linneus, and had long enjoyed a 
great fhare of his confidence and 
cfteem, paid his preceptor a vilit: he 

tound 
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found his faculties unimpaired, and 


his ardor for the improvement ot 


feience as ftrong and vigorous as 
ever, He fpeaks with great de- 
light of the fitisfadtion he received 
from his company, and in the con- 
temmplation and infpection of his mu- 
feum at Hammarby ; but regretted 
much to find, that Linnawus had no 
farther thoughts of publifhing a 
new cdition of his Sy{lem of Na- 
ture; purpofing only to give a fup- 
plement. 

*¢ It appears that Linneus, upon 
the whole, enjoyed a good conttitu- 
tion, At times, however, he had 
been feverely afflicted with an he- 
micrania; and had not been ex- 
empted from the gout. And not- 
withitanding the found ftate in which 
Dr. Murray left him, we find, that 
very foon after, his memory became 
fomewhat impaired, The confei- 
oufnefs of this defect was faid to 
have induced him to decline all 
thoughts of farther publications, 
and to tranfmit to Dr. Murray fuch 
materials as were in readinefs to 
complete future editions of his Sy{- 
ten. 

‘+ In the fummer of 1776, it was 
known here that his ftrength was 
declining apace, and his infirmities 
im general much increafed, he being 
unable to take his ufual walks in his 
garden without affiftance. At the 
latter end of the year he was feized 
with an apoplexy, which left him 
piralyuc; and at the beginning 
ot the year 1777 he fuflered an- 
other ftroke, which very much 
impaired his mental powers. Thefe 
attacks, at his advanced ftage of 
lite, thewed that diffolution was not 
tar off. But the difeafe, which was 
faid to have been the more imme- 
diate caute of his death, was an ul- 
gcratton of the urinary bladder. 
Neverthelels, he languithed through 
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the year, and died on the rth of 
January, 1778, aged 70 years and g 
months, 

** ‘To the lovers of fcience it wil] 
not appear itranye, nor will it be 
unpleatant, to hear, that uncom. 
mon ref} ct was fhewn to the me. 
mory of this great man. We are 
told, that, “* on his death, a general 
mourning took place at Upfal, and 
that his tuneral proceffion was at- 
tended by the whole univerfity, as 
well proteffors as ftudents, and the 
pall tupported by fixteen doétors of 
phyfic, all of whom had been his 
pupils.”” The king of Sweden, af. 
ter the death of Linnaus,. ordered 
a medal to be ftruck, of which “one 
lide exhibits Linnzus’s butt and 
name, and the other Cybele, in a 
dejected attitude, holding in her left 
hand a key, and furrounded with 
animals and growing plants, with 
this legend—Deam luclus angit amif- 
fi;—-and beneath, —poff obitum Up 
falia, die x. ‘Jans M.DCC.LXXVIII 
Rege subente.”’—The fame generous 
monarch not only honoured the 
Royal Academy of Sciences with 
his prefence when Linnwus’s com- 
memoration was held at Stockholm, 
but, as a flill higher tribute, in his 
fpeech trom the throne to the al- 
fembly of the flates, lamented Swe- 
den’s lofs by his death. Nor was 
he honoured only in his own coun- 
try. The prefent learned and 
worthy profeflor of botany at Edin- 
burgh, not only pronounced an eu- 
logium in honour of Linowus, be- 
fore his ftudents, at the opening ot 
his lectures in the {pring 1778, but 
laid alfo the foundation-ftone of a 
monument to be raifed to his me- 
mory ; which, while it perpetuates 
the name and merits of Linus, 
will do honour to the founder, anc, 
it may be hoped, prove the means 


of railing an emulation fayourable 
:, ta 
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to that fcience which this illuftrious 
Swede fo highly dignified and im- 

ved. This monument confilts of 
3 vale, fupported on u pedeflal, with 
this infeription. 


Linnazo posurT J. Hore. 


« The high reputation which this 

at man has long held among the 
naturalifts throughout the world, 
might readily perhaps preclude any 
encomium from our.pen; fince, to 
all lovers of natural fcience, his 
name itfelf is culogy, and will 
doubtlefs very long be infeparable 
from the idea of his extraordinary 
merit. Might we, neverthelefs, be 
indulged fo tar, we hope the tollow- 
ing brief eftimate of his talents will 
be thought juit, and eafily deduced 
from an impartial view of his writ- 
ings. 

“ Nature had, in an eminent 
manner, been liberal in the endow- 
ments of his mind. He feems to 
have been poflefled ofa lively ima- 
gination, corrected however by a 
hrong judgment, and guided by the 
laws ot fytiem. Add to thefe, the 
moft retentive memory, an unre- 
mitting indutiry, and the greatett 

feverance in-all his purfuits ; as 
is evident from that continued vi- 

ur with which he profecuted the 
clign, that he appears to have 
formed fo carly in life, of totally 
tetorming, and fabricating anew the 
whole fcience of natural hiflory : 
and this fabric he raifed, and gave 
to it a decree of perfection unknown 
before ; and had moreover the un- 
common telicity of living to ice his 
own itructure rife above all others, 
botwithitanding every difencourage- 
met its author at firft laboured un- 
der, and the oppolition it afterwards 
met with. Neither has any writer 


more cautioufly avoided that com- 
Mon crror ot building his own fame 


' 
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on the ruin of another man’s. He 
every where acknowledged the fe- 
veral merits of each author's fyftem ; 
and no man appears to have been 
more fenfible of the partial defeéts 
of his own. Thofe anomalies which 
had principally been the objeéts of 
criticifm, he well knew every artifi- 
cial arrangement muft abound with ; 
and having laid it down as a firm 
maxim, that every fyftem mut 
finally reft on its intrinfic merit, 
he willingly commits his own to the 
judgment of pofterity. Perhaps 
there is no circumftance of Lin- 
nwus’s lite, which fhews him in a 
more dignified light, than his con- 
duct towards his opponents. Dif- 
avowing controverfy, and juitly con- 
hdering it as an unimportant and 
fruitlets facrifice of time, he never 
replied to any, numerous as they 
were at onc feafon. 

‘* To all who {ee the aid this ex- 
traordinary man has brought to na- 
tural icience, his talents muft ap- 
pear in a very illuftrious point of 
view ; but more efpecially to thofe 
who, from fimilarity of tafte, are 
qualified to fee more diflinly the 
vaft extent of his original defign, 
the greatnefs of his labour, and the 
elaborate execution hé has given 
to the whole. He had a happy 
command of the Lativ tongue, which 
is alone the language ‘ot fcience ; 
and no man ever applied ,it more 
fuccefsfully to his purpofes, or gave 
to defcription fuch espioufnefs, u- 
nited with that precifion and con- 
cilenefs, which fo eminently cha- 
racierize his writings. 

+ The ardour of Linngus’s incli- 
nations to the ftudy of nature, from 
his earlicit years, and that uncom- 
won application which he beftowed 
upon it, gave him a moft compre- 
henfive 1 Ww, both of its pleafurcs 
and ufefulnefs, at the fame ome 
that 
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that it opened to him a wide field, 
bitherto but little cultivated, elpe- 
cially in his own country. Hence 
he was early led to regret, that the 
ftudy of natural hiflory, as a public 
inftitution, had not made its way 
into the univerfities; in many of 
which, logical difputations, pre | me- 
taphyfical theories, had too long 

revailed, to the exclufion of more 
ufeful feience. Availing himfelt 
therefore of the advantages which 
he derived from a large. fhare of elo- 
quence, and an animated ftyle, he 
never failed to difplay, in a lively 
and, convincing manner, the rela- 
tion this fludy hath to the public 
yood ; to incite the great to coun- 
tenance and protect it; to encou- 
rage and allure youth into its pur- 
fuus, by opening its manifold 
fources of pleafure to their view, 
and fhewing them how greatly this 
agreeable employment amy | add, 
in a variety of inftances, both to 
their comfort and emolument. His 
extenfive view of natural hitlory, as 
connected with almoft all the arts 
of life, did:not allow him to con- 
fine thefe, motives and incitements 
to thofe only who were cefigned for 
the practice of phyfic. He ailfo la- 
boyred to infpire the great and opu- 
lent with a tafte for this ftudy; and 
withed particularly that fuch as were 
devoted to an-ecclefiaftic life fhould 
fhare a portion of natural fcience ; 
not, only as a means of fweetening 
their rural fituation, confined, as 
many are, perpetually to a country 
relidence, but as what would almott 
inevitably lead, im a variety of in- 
flances, to difcoveries which only 
fueh fituations could give rife to, 
and which the learned in great ci- 
ties could have no opportunities to 


make. Not to add, that the my, 
tual communication and enlarge. 
ment of this kind of knowles 
among rooms of equal rank in a 
country fituation, mutt proy 

of the ftrongeft bonds of ie a 
friendflip, and contribute, jin a 
much higher degree than the ufial 
perifhing amufements of the age, to 
the pleafures and advantage of fo. 
ciety. 

‘¢ Linnzus. lived to enj 
fruit of his own labour nal m 
common degree. Natural hit 
raifed itfelf ini Sweden, under his 
culture, to a flate of perfection un- 
known elfewhere, and was from 
thence difleminated through all Eu. 
rope. His pupils ditperfed them. 
felves all over the globe, and, with 
their mafter’s tame, extended both 
{cience and their own. More than 
this, he lived to fee the fovereigns 
of Europe eftablith feveral. public 
inftitutions in favour of this A 
and even profeflortfhips eftablithed 
in divers univerfities for the fame 
purpofe, which do honour to their 
tounders and patrons, and which 
have excited a curiofity for the fei- 
ence, and a fenfe of its worth, that 
cannot fail, to further its progrefs, 
and im time raife it to that rank, 
which it is entitled to hold among 
the purfuits of mankind.” 

Notwithftanding the extent’ of 
the preceding article, it by no 
means doth full juftice to the me- 
mory of Linnzus. For that pur- 
pofe, it would be requifite to make 
large: extraéts from Dr. Pulteney’s 
Account of kis’ Writings; which 
would carry us far beyond the rule 
of proportion neceflary to be ob- 
ferved in the prefent publication. 
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SKETCH of the LIFE and CHAR ACTER of the famous Spanith 
Poet LOPE DE VEGA. 


the 
(From Origin and Progre 


«“f OPE Felix de Vega Carpio, 
L born the ase November, 
rsa, Was the fon of Felix Vega de 
Carpio, a gentleman of Madrid, who 
had the reputation of being a very 
good poet, a turn which he obferved 
with rapture in his child from its in- 
fancy, and, which the fond parent 
cheruhed with the greateft delighe. 
At five years of age young Lope 
could read Spawith and Latin fluent- 
ly, and even make verfes, which he 
exchanged with his f{chool-fellows 
for pictures and, other trifles. His 
father, charmed with this furprizing 
dawn of genius, fpared no pains to 
cultivate a darling plant that feemed 
to, encourage the molt flattering ex- 
ations, At the age of twelve, 
was matter of the Latin tongue 

and the art of rhetoric; could dance 
and fence with eafe and dexterity, 
and fing with a tolerable tafte. En- 
dowed with thefe accomplifhments, 
he became.an orphan at his firft en- 
trance into the world with every 
rere of diftrefs, and was taken 
ato the fervice of the bifhop of Avi- 
la in whofe praife he wrote feveral 
patorals, and made his firft drama- 
fic eflay, with a comedy intitled, La 
Pattoral Ge Jacinto, He foon at- 
ter quited his patron, went to the 
univerlity of Alcala, where he 
fudied philofophy, and took a de- 
gree, then returned to Madrid, and 
¢ fecretary to the duke of 

Alva, who entrufted him with his 
mofiweighty concerns, Encouraged 
y his new Mecanas, he again tuned 
lyre, and fung his praife in a 

2 





Letters from an Englifh Traveller in Spain, in 1778, on the 
f, of Poetry in that { 


ingdom, 


poem intitled Arcadia. About this 
tume he married Donna Ifabela de 
Urbina, a lady of fathion, on ac- 
count of whofe gallantries he foon 
after fought a duel, and having 
grievoufly wounded his antago- 
nift, fled to Valencia, where he 
lived fome years ; after which he 
returned again to Madrid, where 
lofing his wife, he felt himfelf ani- 
mated with a military ardour, and 
repaired to Cadiz to embark on 
board the great armada, fitting out 
by Philip II. againft queen Eliza- 
beth. In this fleet he failed for 
Lifoon, in company with his bro- 
ther, a lieutenant in the Spanith 
navy, who loft his life in that ex- 
pedition, Our poet had his fhare 
of the misfortunes of that difap- 
pointed fleet, and appearing at Ma- 
drid without a fingle friend, became 
fecretary to the marquifs of Malpi- 
ca, and afterwards to the count of 
Lemos. ‘Though his. firft marriage 
was fo unfuccefsful, he was in hopes 
of being more fortunate. in that 
{tate with Donna Juana de Guardia, 
a.lady of rank whom he foon, after 
loft. Inconfolable at thefe repeated 
afflictions, he entered into the ec 
clefiattic late, was ordained a prieft 
and appointed head chaplain to a 
congregation. of priefts at Madrid, 
though he ftill courted the mufes, 
making this the chief relaxation that 
faftened his forrows. He was now 
in the zenith of his poetic glory, and 
his reputation became fo univerfal, 
that pope Urban the Eighth fent him 
the degrsd of doctor in divinity, vn 

the 
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the crofs of the order of Malta, and 
ded too a lucrative poft inthe a po- 
ftolic exchequer, which Lope held 
to his death, which happened in his 
feventy-thisd year, to the great re- 
gret of the court, and every learned 
man in the kingdom. The duke of 
Scefa, who was his patron and exe- 
cutor, caufed him to be interred at 
his own expence with fuch pom 
and nedeitibienl as had moter tite 
feen before for a private perfon. 
The duke invited all the grandees of 
the kingdom, who attended in. per- 


fon, in token of their concern at the. 


lofs of fo diftinguifhed a character. 
The funeral obfequies lafted three 
days, all the clergy of the king’s 
chapel affifted, three bifhops offi- 
ciated pontifically, and three of the 
moft eloquent orators exerted them- 
felves in praife of the deceafed, add- 
ing new laurels to the fame of Lope 
de Vega, with whom, when living, 


many princes gloried in being ac-’ 


quainted. Pope Urban wrote him 
a Jetter in anfwer to a dedication of 
his poem in favour of Mary queen 
of Scots, intitled, Corona tragica de 
Maria Stuardo, Cardinal Barbarini 
held a very intimate correfpondence 
with him, as did many other cardi- 
nals and noblemen, who courted his 
friendfhip. When he walked in the 
ftreets, he was gazed upon and fol- 
lowed as a prodigy: he was, more- 
over, loaded with prefents, and by 
the rapid fale of his numerous works 
foon amafled a confiderable fortune, 
and acquired a capital of 150,000 
ducats, befides his annual income of 
fifteen hundred ducats, arifing out of 
his benefices and employments. So 
ereat was the fertility of his genius, 
the amazing readinefs of his wit and 
rapidity of thought, added to his 
animated exprefon, that perhaps 
there never Was a poet in the world, 
cither ancient or modern, that could 


LOPE DE VEGA. 


be compared to him. His lyti¢ 
compofitions and fugitive 
with his profe effays, form a collec. 
tion of fifty volumes, befides his 
dramatic works, which make twen. 
ty-fix volumes more; exclufively » 
four hundred feriptural dramatic 
pieces, called in Spain Autos Sacra.’ 
mentales, all Which’ were fucceffj 
brought on the ftage: and what is 
{till more extraordinary, {peaking of 
his printed works, in one of his paf. 
torals to Claudio, he fays they pt 
the leaft part of what ftill remained 
in his clofet. It appears from his 
own authority, ‘that he ufed con. 
{tantly to write five theets a day, 
which multiplied by the days of his 
life, would make 133,225 theets: 
then reckoning the number of verfes 
correfponding to each fheet, it will 
appear that exclufively of profe he 
wrote 21,316,000 verfes, an unheard 
of exertion and facility of verfifica- 
tion !) Our author poffeffed an’ in- 
exhauftible fund, which, like the fire 
of Vefuvius, continually afforded 
new matter, and blazed out incef- 
fantly. So extraordinary was the ra- 
pidity of his genius, that he would 
often finith a play in twenty-four 
hours, and fome comedies in lefs 
than five hours, with as much cor- 
reétnefs and elegance in his verfe, 
as the moft laboured pieces of other 
writers of his time. Such was the 
contemporary of Sir Philip Sidney, 
Shakfpeare, and Spenfer. In his 
Laurel de Apollo, he has celebrated 
all the good pocts of his time, but 
none were more univerfally praifed~ 
from all parts than himfelf: bis 
furprizing faculties were fuch, that 
though in his dramatic pieces he broke 
through all rules of art, yet forh 
was his fuccefs, that he was com) 
ftantly the favourite of the public, 
and drew perpetual burits of: 4B 


plaufe. It was not his fault if his 
{uce 
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ors had not his talents toconceal 

ot iat, and only imitated his 
imperfections, rendering the Spanith 
dranta infupportable when deprived 
of the beauties of Lope. This. was 
forefeen by Cervantes, who re- 
proaches our poet with deftroying 
the rules gf the drama, as laid down 
by the ancients, in order to court 
ular applaufe; to obtam which 
loft fight of every idea of nature, 


or tafte; adding, that the pro- 
fam of fable dwindled in his 
hands, and was wafted away by the 
enchanting magic of verfe; all 
unity of time and place was annthi- 
lated; his heroes came out of their 
cradles, and wandered from eatt to 
weft as lovers or combatants, put on 
the cowl of monks, died in cloyfters, 
and worked miracles on the ftage. 
The feene is tranfported from Italy 
to Flanders, and as eafily fhifted 
from Valencia to Mexico. Foote 
men difeourte like courtiers, princes 
like bullies, and ladies like chamber- 
maids, The aétors appear in le= 
gions, often feventy at atime, and 
clofe with numerous proceffions, 
which are itill kept up with us, as 
well as Opening graves, and burying | 
the dead, performing the moft afl 
htes of mortality by way of amufe- 
ment, Which for my part I muft own 
makes my heart recoil at the difnal 
light; nor can the moit captivating 
lnguage of Shakfpeare overcome 
my feelings at this glaring indecos 
Tum. ‘ 
“So fenfible was Lope of the wild- 
of his imagination, and. how 
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wantonly he {ported with the cons 
fidence of the public, that fpeaking 
of himfcif, he acknowledges his 
fault in the following words : 


Mas Paes de todos llamar puedo 

Mas barbaro que yo; pues contra el arte 
Me atrevo a dar preceptos, y me dexo 
Lievar de la yulgat corriente, a donde 
Me Haman ignorante, Italia y Francia, 


And again, 


¥ eferivo,por el atte, queinventaron 
Los que cl vulgar aplaufo pretendicron 
Porque come los paga cl vulgar, es Julto 
Hablarle ea necio, par darle gufto. 


That is, “ that he was fenfible of 
the reproaches Italy and France 
would make him, for breaking 
through all rules to pleafe the igno- 
rant public; but fince it was thet, 
that paid for it, they had a right to 
be pleafed in their own way.”’ 

“ T have now given you both fides 
of the queftion, refpecting this great 
man: were I to fpeak to you ot his 
perfonal virtues, they are yet {upes 
rior to his literary talents, His be- 
nevolence and charity towards the 
indigent and diftretled were fo creat, 
that he always extended his hand to 
the needy; infomuch that notwith- 
ftanding his confiderable fortune 
arid income, not more than fix thou¢ 
fand ducats were found at his deaths 
O iiluttrious bard, if an Englifhman - 
is not capable of doing jaftice to thy 
poetical numbers, and the harmony 
of thy verte, accept at leaft of this 
tribute to the goodnefs of thy 
heart.” 











ACCOUNT of the MARQUIS OF VILLENA, in a great Meafure 
the Father of Spanifh Poetry. 
[ From the fame Work.] 
remains for me, however, chara‘ter appears confpicuous in the 
to fay fomething of the poetical annals of h's country ; be- 


i 1 of Villena, whole great ingin a manner the father ot poetry 
s in 
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in Spain, as. well as the brightett or- 
namentof his age. This Tlustrious 
ndbleman, of the royal houfe of Ara- 
gon, diftinguifhed himfelf early in 
poetry, philofophy, and aftrology, 
and with fuch attachment to this lait 
fcience, that amongft his ignorant 
countrymen he generally pafled for 
a necromancer, As his family had 
been difpoffefied of the marquifate 
of Villena, Henry III, had given 
him the-earldom of Cangas, and af- 
terwards procured him to be elected 
grand-matter of the military ‘and reli- 
gious order of Calatrava. Forthis pur- 
fe, the marquis obtained a divorce 
trom his wife, under pretence of anatu- 
ralimpediment; then ceded the earl- 
dom of Cangas to the crown, that it 
might not fall into his. order at his 
death, and was elected crand-mafter. 
Some of the knights however pro 
tefted, and cleéted Don Lewis de Guf- 
inan, a Caiiilian nobleman; but the 
king went in perfon to Calatrava, 
put the marquis in poffeffion, and 
every thing was quict till the death 
of the king, when Gufinan, who had 
fled to Rome, renewed his claim be- 
fore the pope, and the knights re- 
fufed farther obedience. A long 
fuit was commenced, which latted fix 
years, and was referred to the gene- 
ral chapter of the order of Cifter, 
held in Baigaaay, Whilft this was 
depending, the marquis attended 
on his uncle Don Ferdinand of Ara- 
gon, when he fucceeded to that 
crown, and came with him to Bar- 
¢clona, where he prefided at the con- 
fittory of Troubadours, and wrote a 
theatrical piece, in which, juttice, 
Aruth, mercy, and peace, were the 
principal characters. In the midtt 
of thefe rejoicings, news came, in 
1414, that he had loft his election, 
and was deprivedof his grand-matter- 
fhip; with an injudction to cohabit 
again with his lawful wite, which he 


complied with, and became,a fuitor 
at the court of king John II, thenag 
infant, for an indemnification for hig 
earldom of Cangas. After muck 


felicitation he obtained the lord{hip 


of Iniefta, where he retired with his 
wife, and gave himfelf up to philofo- 
phy and the Mufes. Befides atranffa- 
tion of Dante into profe, he tfanflated 
the neas of Virgil in Spanith vere, 
at the ques of his kinfman Joha 
king of Navarre, and intended to 
dedicate it to that monarch; for 
which purpofe he had affixed a 
painting, in which the king of Na 
vatre is reprefented fitting yonrhis 
throne, and the marquis prefenting 
him his book: but when all thi 
Was completed, he dropped, the de- 
fign, ug that monarch went to wat 
with the king of Caftile, on which 
account he avoided all farther com 
munication with him, His mof 
famous piece was his book on the 
Gaya Sciencia, which tsa ene 
fyftem of poetry rhetoric, and ora 
tory, befides defcribing all ahe cere 
monies of the ‘Trobadours. at theif 
public exhibitions. This work be 
dedicated to hisilluftrious and learned 
fricnd the marquis of Santillana 
After fuffering much from the 
out, he died in retirement in 1434 
fis fine library was burned Unser 
the notion of his knowledge of me 
gic; and the bifhop of Segovia, con 
feffor to the king, who was charg 
with this comiitiftion, ig faid today 
referved moft of the books for hur 
felf. } 
“ Thus ended this Sree 
fopher and friend ‘ot — phe 
was contemporary With © 
Lydgate, and had juit reached: 1 
—_ of the ——_ pe 
ather of Englith poetry, wae 
greatly refembled. With hsm be 


. e 
ran the career of courts, =. 
perienced the ficklenels ot oye 
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‘of refining the language and 
po ‘of his country. Thus the 
of both bards have been Jointly 
down with veneration, by 
put If their verle 
melody, it was owing to the 
ipaccuracy of meafure, and imper- 


fyl pofterity ! 
vate 
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ually preferring retirement 
road yo tke him, had the 
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fection of language at that time, 
when both the Englifl and Caftili- 
ans feem more to have courted the 
god Mars, than Apollo; for while 


the Caftilians were daily enroach+ — 


ing on the Moors, the vi¢torious 
banners of England were triumphant 
in Paris, where our Henry VI. was 
crowned king of France.”’ 








—_ 





—— 


Some PARTICULARS concerning the celebrated QUEVEDO, 
, [ From the fame Work. ] 


“ ANY poets, however, fup- 
. ported the fpirit of the 
en age, fuch us Vicente Efpi- 
sel, Don Louis de Ulloa, Pedro de 
Bfpinofa, Don Francifco Quevedo, 
Doi*Juan de Jauregui, Solis the 
Kiftorian, and others, who like fall- 
ing’leaves announced the long win- 
ter that was to follow. The name 
of Quevedo is well known to you, 
mé Kis Vifions, which have been 
ttiiflated into Englifh. His genius 
was’ fuch, that neither the perfe- 
cutions he fuffered from his ene- 
mits, or other mortifications could 
damp his bold matculine fpirit, or 
the keennefs of his fatire. Befides 
his merit as a poet he was well 
verfed-in the oriental languages, 
tnd of great erudition.—His poems 
appeared under the teipned name of 
the Bachelor Francifeo de la Torre. 
Whenthe Duke of Offuna was vice- 
ty of Naples, he was employed in 
lcommiffions of confequence 
mongf the Italian ftates, and had 
addrefs to go to Venice, ona 
Petticular object, difguifed as a 
i t. he viceroy fent him 
court, acknowledging his great 
ferviees, for which G Wen wae a 
tight of St. Jaintés—When the 


takes intereft and: favour declined, 


he came in for his fhare of difprace, 
and was three years in confinement, 
afflicted with ulnefs; but nothing 
appearing againit him, he was fet 
at liberty. Difgufted with the 
ficklenefs of court favour, and ate 
tendance of the great, he refufed 
feveral cmployments that were offers 
ed him, as well in the miniftry, as 
the embafly to Genoa; and retired 
to his own feat, where he gave him- 
felf up intirely to literary purfuits. 
At the age of fifty-four, he entered 
into the ftate of matrimony, with 
Donna Efperanza de Aragon, a lady 
of rank, whom he foon had the mis- 
fortune to lofe, finding no other 
alleviation than fuch as arofe from 
his philofophical difpofition. But 
the envenomed fhafts of envy fill 
reached him in his folitude.—On a 
falfe accufation of being the author of 
en infamous libel, he was arrefted 
in the night, put in clofe confines 
ment, and his cttate fequettered. . 
In this fituation he laboured under 
various difeafes, with acute pain of 
body and mind; his patrimony 
feized, and himfclf fupparted .by’ 
charity! Under this dittrefs he’ 
wrote that elegant and pathetic let’ 
ter to the prime-minifter Olivarez, 
which procured his. enlargement : 
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the cafe. was enquired into, and the 
calamny, as well as its author, dif- 
covered. He once more returned to 
court to recover his ceftate, which 
had fuffered various depredations : 
but this, ungrateful theatre he foon 
abandoned, and retired to his coun- 
try feat, overwhelmed with illnets, 
the confequence of his cruel impri- 
foyment, all which he bore with 
manly fortitude, and finifhed his days 
with exemplary and Chrifhan relig- 
nation, in the 6sth year of his age, 
in 1645. His perfon was engaging, 
his complexion fair, and he had 
ryeat ekpreffion in his countenance ; 

yt from continual itudy, his eyes 
were fo weakened, that he conftant- 
ly wore [pectacles.—Such was Qye- 
vedo, one of the greate(t fcholars 
aad moit eminent poets of his time, 
whofe youth was fpent in the fer- 
vice ot his country in Italy, where 
lee djflinguifhed himlelf with the ut- 
moft fagacity and prudence,—To 
tive you au idea of his extentive 
knawledge and profound erudition, 
Lown mytelf at a lofs; much lefs to 
{peak of his numerous though ex- 


cellent writings—His moral gig. 
courfes prove his found dodtrine and 
religious fentiments, while his lite. 
rary pieces difplay his infinite jud 
ment and refined tafte.—Hjs pe 
knowledge of Hebrew is apparent 
from the report of the hiftorian Ma. 
riana to the king, requetting that 
Quevedo might revife the new edi. 
tion of the Bible of Arias Monta 
nuse Tis tranflations of Epictetus 
and Phocylides, with. his imitations 
of Anacreon, and other Greek au. 
thors, fhew how well he was verfed 
inthat language: that he wasa La 
tin {cholar, his; conftant correfpond. 
ence, from the age of twenty, with 
Liptius, Chifllet, and Scioppins 
will fuff[ciently illuftrate—As a 
poct, he excelled both in the ferious 
and burlefque ityle, and was fingue 
larly happy in that particular turn 
we have fince admired in Butler 
and Swift. His library, which.con- 
fitted of about five thoufand vo 
Jumes, was reduced, at his death, 
to about two thoufand, and is pre- 
ferved in the convent of St. Martia, 
at Madrid.” 





BEHAVIOUR of the prefente QUEEN of FRANCE, upon het 
firft coming into that Country as Dauphinefs, in 1770. 


{From the Private Life of Lewis the Fifteenth. ] 


% HLE dauphinefs was the ge- 

neral topic of convertation; 
every one applauded her lively and 
engaging. manners, and the free- 
dom with which fhe got away from 
the omuititude that . furrounded 
her. | She did nothing, however, 
without the king’s confent. She ufed 
to call the countefs de Noailles, 
her lady ot the bed-chamber, Ma- 
dam Etiquetic. . This lady . was 


very grave and auftere, ms was CoD 
tinually reprefenung to the pris 
that the derogated troin the cultom 
of her rank: but the dauphinels did 
not the le/s follow her own inclint 
tions, efpecially in magtcrs 
fuited the cheerfiulnefs of her 
fition, and her health. | She ¥ 
alone, without, a geatleman-wihers 
fae went out when, and in ¥ 
manner fhe pleated; fhe wakes 
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foot ; and in this way fhe formed 
her natural powers, and improved 
the ftrength fhe acquired by age. 
She invited to dinner and tupper, 
Whenever it occurred to her, her 
brothers, her fifters, her aunts ; and 
went toeat along with them with 
the fame freedom: in a word, the 
introduced, as much as fhe could, 
the intimate familiarity in which 
the court of Vienna live among 
themfelves, who, though very jea- 
lous of their ceremonials in public, 
their lives in the utmott eafe and 
humour within. 
“This mode of living, fo ana- 
loyous to the real difpofition of 
Lewis XV. would have becn infi- 





ANECDOTES OF ABBE TERRA. 
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nitely fuitable to him in thofe happy 
times, when he poffetied the fame 
Innocence as his daughter-in-law. 
But at acertain time of life, refor- 
mation takes place no more. Be- 


fides, it was the intereft of the mi- 


nifters, of the favourites, and of his 
miftrefs, that he fhould not give 
himfelf up too much to his family : 
and if his friendfhip and kindnefs 
for the dauphinefs did not permit 
him to reftrain her as much as they 
could have wifhed, they at leaft fuce 
ceeded in kceping him from her, ine 
ftead of drawing him nearer to her ¢ 
to which the ealy manners fhe had 
adopted with his majefty would ne- 
ceffarily have contributed.” 
















. HIS villain—for pofterity 
will no doubt confirm to 

hima qualification he has fo juftly 
acquired from his contemporaries 
was diftinguifhed from the others 
which furrounded the fovereign, by 
afingular apathy: the others were 
at leat tormented with violent paf- 
hons, the effeéts of which cannot 
be calculated, and from which the 
mot Virtuous men are not always 
exempt. The Abbé Terrai was in- 
fent either to good or evil : he 
dthe one without inclination, 
andthe other without remorfe. Un- 
t'Henry IV, he might have been 
4Sully, under Lewis XV. he was 
imoniter: he had all the qualities 
netellary to fucceed in both the ex- 
Temes. Unfortunately, he had only 
“écufion to difplay the moft de- 
¢ ot them, and he did it in 


CHARACTER of the ABBE TERRAI, Comptroller General of the 
Finances in France. 


[From the fame Work.] 


the higheft degree. 


y Intrepid in 
crimes, he difdained the hypocrily 
of the chancellor, and did not at- 


tempt to conceal his character. He 
wis little inclined to love, but from 
conflitution; and difplayed the fame 
apathy in his amorous purfuits, as 
in every other particular. In his 
new houfe, in the ftreet of Notre 
Dame des Champs, he had a fuperb 
bed, the bottom of which wag furs 
nifhed with a pictureconcealed: on 
drawing up the curtain, a women 
was reprefented naked, and, to 
thofe who were curious of fecing it, 
he ufed to fay ** Ladies, this is the 
coftume.’” He Was never governed 
by any of his miftreffes: the Baron- 
nefs de la Garde fold the tavours of 
this minifter, rather publicly: he 
winked at it, becaufe he found it 
convenient to return her favours in 
B3 this 
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this manner. When he faw that this 
might do him an injury, and that 
very. dangerous murmurs refulted 
from it. he caufed her to be exiled, 
and fent her from his houfe in a 
very harfh manner. He made no 
feruple of cohabiting with Madame 
Dumerval, his illegitimate daugh- 
ter: this was a delicate morfel he 
had referved for himfelf, and he 
had had her educated on purpofe. 
-He detached himfelf from her, when 
fhe became agreeable to Madame 
Dubarri, and when it was in agita- 
tion to. propofe her to Lewis XV. 

* The Abbé Terral was very 
little concerned about the com- 
plaints of the malecontents. He 
did not wifh that they fhould be fi- 
Yenced: he ufed to fay, it was fit. 
that thofe who were flayed fhould 
be fuffered to cry out. The fame 
fincerity made him acknowledge 
what he was. ‘The agents of the 
clergy reprefented to him, in a cir- 
cumftance which concerned their 
order, that he was committing an 
injuftice : he anfwered, ** Who tells 
you that it is jult? Do you expect 
any thing elfe from me?” Another 
time, when one of them, being 
violently piqued, exclaimed ** Why, 
Monicigneur, this is taking it out 
of people’s pockets,’’ he replied, 
** Where elfe would vou have me 
take it?”? He laughed ar all rhe 
witticilms, epigrams, and pamph- 
Jets which were made againit him, 
_ He was called at court the fpoilt 
child, becaufe he touched every 
thing; and the long broom, becaufe 
he reqgched every where: all thefe 
nick-names were a matter of {port 
to him. One day, pafling through 
an oval fpace filled with courtiers, 
he was following one of the Muys, 
for whom the croud had opened 
with a kind of sefpect; but the pret= 


fure afterwards increafing, t | 
found himfelf sioleatly fem 
and, humbly afking that he might 
be fuffered to pafs, and that they 
would not ftifle him, he heard a 
voice which anfwered, “ We make 
room here only for honeft people ;” 
an anfwer, which, when bis perfon 
was fafe, gave him no kind of dif- 
turbance. His only care was to 
find money, in order that he might 
‘not be diffmiffed; and, as he was 
not nice in expedients, he had litde 
difficulty. While he maintained 
himfelf in his place, and even ex 
tended it (for, without being fond 
of either the arts or the fciences, he 
had taken from the Marquis de Ma- 
rigny the poft of dire¢tor of the 
buildings), he waited till he hada 
favourable opportunity to refign his 
department for one that was better. 
In order even to haften this mo- 
ment, he had thought of being 
made cardinal, and the feport was 
fpread, that he had bought of the 
Pretender the nomination to the hat 
for ‘five hundred thoufand livres. 
With this dignity he could nat have 
been fuffered to remain a comptrol- 
ler, and it would have been necel- 
fary to revive for him the pot of 
fuperintendant, as he would thea 
have been raifed above all the other 
minifters. Tili this brillant pro 
{pect was realized, he was continu: 
ally iffuing money edicts; and y. 
the day of the death of Lewis XV. 
a declaration was pofled up 1 the 
park of Verfailles, fignifying 
continuation of the new taxes. Thi 
declaration had been publithed ‘ 
little before, or even while the a 
narch was breathing his la, Ce 
the following inferiptiont " 
ainfi qu'en partant, je vous fas 
adieux. ie Thus I depatt 
take my laft farewell.” ANKC: 
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ANECDOTES of MADAME DUBARRI, the late King of Frarice’é 
. , Mittrefs, 


[From the fame Work.] 


«“'~N a fliort time fhe had ac- 

uired an afcendant , greater 
than any of thofe who had preceded 
‘her ; and the fceptre of Lewis XV. 
hitherto alternatcly the plaything 
of love, ambition, or avarice—be- 
came, in the hands of the countefs, 
the bauble of folly. Could any 
thing, indeed, be more extravagant 
than the frivolous actions then paff- 
ing at court; than thofe private 
fcenes between the two lovers, {till 
too public, fince they were revealed 
by indifcreet fpectators? Upon 
hearing a multiplicity of anec- 
dotes related, with which the fo- 
cieties at Paris were enlivened, one 
might have imagined, that the ex- 
travagances of the palace of Caligu- 
la were reproduced under a different 
coftume. At one time, it was Ma- 
dame Dubarri, who, rifing from 
her bed, in prefence of the king and 


_ anotary, made the pope’s nuncio 


give her one of her flippers, and 
the grand almoner the other; while 
thefe two prelates thought them- 
flves amply indemnified for this 
mean and ridiculous employment, 
by cafting a fugitive glance upon 
the charms of this beauty. Another 
time, it was the Marchionefs de 
Rofes, a lady attending on the 
Countefs de Provence, who was 
whipped by the women of the fa- 
vourite, in her prefence, under pre- 
tence that the king, making an ex- 
ewfe for her on the fcore of her 
Youth, with refpect to fome fault 
committed by her, had faid in jett, 
Phhaw! fhe is but a child fit to 
be whipped ;”* after which ceremo- 
Hy, thole two madcaps embraced 


each other, and grew more intimate 
thanever. Itwas by an adulation 
ftill more contemptible, that the 
Duke de Trefines, not finding the 
favourite at home, wrote upon 
her door, ** The Marmozet of the 
Countefs Dubarri is come’ to pay 
his homage to her, and tomake red 
laugh;”’ Becaufe fhe ufed to divert 
herfelf with this nobleman’s defor- 
mity, and that he thought himfelf 
too fortunate to be the objett ‘of 
her ridicule. Add to this, M. de 
Boifnes’ granting the crofs of St. 
Louis to the commiffary of the 
navy, in acknowledgment of a pa- 
roquet he had made a prefent of to 
the countefs. Farther, what a ri- 
diculous indecency was it to fee Ma- 
dame Dubarri tap the Duke of Or- 
leans upon his belly, when he came 
to folicit her to favour his marriage 
with Madame de Monteffon, and to 
engage the king to acknowledge her 
as Duchefs of Orleans, and at the 
fame time fay to him, ** Marry” her 
neverthelels, Gros Pere, we Will 
fee what we can do for you after- 
wards; you are fenfible that 1 am | 
ftrongly interefted in the matter ;"° 
as if fhe had not defpaired one day 
of treading in the fteps of Madame 
de Maintenon, 

“Nothing, undoubtedly, could 
equal the fervility of Lewis XV. 
who, yy | the favours ot 
this lady with her little Negro, creat- 
ed, in order to pleafe her, Zamore 
governor of the caftle of Lucienne, 
with an appointment of fix handred 
livres, and made the chancellor ical 
the grant of it for him; who fut- 
fered his miftrefs to rank him with 
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his footmen, and received the name 
of La Frange from her, and uled to 
Javgh gt it, in his little apartments, 
where he frequently delighted in 
making his ‘own breaktait, . What 
man inthe kingdom has not heard 
the exclamation of Madame Dubar- 
ri, While fhe was in bed, to the 
king, who, preparing his coffee, 
had his attention engaged with fome 
other object: “ Hoa, La France! 
take care! yourcofice runs oyer at 
a d—=—-] of a rate!’’ 

“Te was this very woman, fo 
abandoned, fo grofs, and to difguft- 
ing in domeftic lite, who gave au- 
dicnce to the ambafladors; who faw 
herfelf furrounded by the deputies 
of the contederates, and by thole of 
all the petty principalities in Ger- 
many, trembling for their deftiny, 
at the time of the divifion of Poland, 
and foliciting her intereft with the 
king tor their fupport. It was this 
fame woman whom Lewis XV. car- 
ried in triumph to fee the ceremony 
of the clearing of the arches of the 
bridge of Neuwlli; a fight from 
which the princefles, and even the 
dauphinefs, were excluded, in order 
that fle might wot be eclipfed. It 
was this fame woman who had raifed 
the anger of Lewis XV.—on ac- 
count of the prefumptive heir of 
the throne having kept her from the 
focicty of his auguit confort, ina 
fupper of reconciliation contrived by 
an intriguing woman of the court— 
tofuch a degree, that he fignified 


a 


hig difpleafure by faying, “I foe 
my children do not love me” ht 
was this fame woman for whom 4 
toilet of gold was reparing, al. 
though the dauphinels had not one, 
and the queen never had had any, 
The looking-glafs efpecially was re. 
markable, in having at the top of 
it two little Cupids holding a crown 
fufpended over ya head, every time 
fhe looked in it; a fymbol of that 
fhe one day thought herfelfdeftined 
to wear. It was this ver 

who, not finding herfelf fufficient] 
well lodged in the palace of a pripcels 
of the blood, had caufed the new 
pavillion of Lucienne to be con 
itructed; a toy, the expence of 
which could not be calculated, be 
caufe every thing in it was whim, 
and could have no price, but fuch 
as the cupidity of the artift, or the 
folly ot the proprictor, might put 
upon it. It was this woman, finals 
ly, who, upon the feraps of pa 
per figned by her, drew whenever 
fhe pleafed upon the public treafury, 
for herfelf and all her adherents; 
who herfelf alone was mere expen- 
five than allthe preceding mittrefles 
ot Lewis XV, and whole prodig ili- 
ties and depredations, notwithitand- 
ing the mifery of the people, aiid 
the public calamities, were increating 
to fuch a degree, that in afew 
years fhe would have fwallowed up 
the kingdom, if the death of Lewis 
XV. had not put a ftop to thes 
enormitics,”’ 


a 





CHARACTER of the EMPEROR CONSTANTINE. 


{From the Second Volume of Mr. Ginzon’s Hiftory of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire. ] 
s We character of the prince 


who removed the feat of 
empire, and jptroduced fuch im- 


portant changes into. the civil and 
religious conttitution of his ome 
has fixed the attention, and div 


a 








the opinions of mankind. By the 
By geal .of the Chriftians, the 
iiverer of the church has been de- 
grated with every attribute of a 
and even of a faint; while 
the difcontent of the vanquifhed 
rty has compared Conftantine to 
the moft abhorred of thofe tyrants, 
who, by their vice and weaknets, 
difhonoured the imperial purple. 
The fame paffions have im fome de- 
been perpetuated to fuccceding 
rations, and the character ot 
Conftantine is confidered, even in 
the prefent age, as an object either 
of fatire or panegynic. By the im- 
partial union ot thot¢ dcteéts which 
are confefled by his warmeft ad- 
mirers, andof thofe virtues which 
are acknowledged by his moft im- 
placable enemies, we might hope 
to delineate a juft portrait of that 
extraordinary man, which the truth 
and candour of hiftory thould adopt 
without a blufli. Butit would foon 
appear, that the vain attempt to 
blend fuch difcordant colours, and 
to reconcile fuch inconfiftent qua- 
ties, muft produce a figure mon- 
frous rather than human, unlefs it 
is viewed in its proper and diftinct 
lights, by a carctul feparation of 
the different periods of the reign of 
Conftantine. 

“ The perfon, as well as the mind 
of Conftantine, had been enriched 
by nature with her choiceft endow- 
ments. His ftature was lofty, his 
countenance majeftic, his deport. 
ment graceful, his ftrength wk ace 
tivity were difplayed in every manly 
exercife, and from his carlied youth, 


to avery advanced feafon of life, 
he prelerved the vigour of his con- 
tution by a ftrict adherence to the 
domettic virtues of chattity and tem- 
Perance. He delighted in the fo- 
sial intercourfe of familiar conver- 
fation; and though he might fome- 
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“{ciences 


times indulge his difpofition to 'rail- 
lery with lefs referve than was’ re. 
ero by the fevere dignity of his 
ution, the courtefy and ‘liberal 
of his manners gained the hearts of 
all who approached him. “The ‘fin- 
cerity of his friendthip has beén 
fufpected: yer he fhewed, on fonte 
occafions, that he was not iheapable 
of a warm and: lafting attachment. 
The diladvantage of an iliterdte 
education had not prevented him 
from forming a juit eitimate-of the 
value of learning ; und the arts and 
derived fome encourage- 
ment from the munificent protec» 
tion of Conitantine. In the difpateh 
of bufinefs, his diligence was inde» 
fatigable ; and the udlive powers of 
his mind were almoft continually 
exercifed in reading, writing, or 
meditating, in giving audience to 
ambafladors, and in examining the 
complaints of his fubjects. ven 
thofe who cenfured the propriety of 
his meafures were compelled to ac- 
knowledge, that he poffefled mag- 
nanimity to conceive, and patience 
to execute, the moft arduous de- 
ligns, without being checked either 
by the prejudices of education, or 
by the clamours of the multitude, 
In the field, be infufed his own in- 
trepid {pirit into the troops, whom 
he conduéted with the talents of a 
confummate general; and to his 
abilities, rather than to his fortune, 
we may alcribe the fignal vidtortes 
which he obtained over the foreign 
and domettic foes of the republic, 
He loved glory, as the reward, pere 
haps as the motivs, of his labours, 
The boundlefs ambition, which, 
from the moment of his accepting 
the purple at York, uppears as the 
ruling paflion of his foul, may be 
juftified by the dangers of hig own 
fituation, by the character of his 
rivals, by the confcioufhefs of fu- 
perior 
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‘perior it,, and by the profpect 
a: hia fuccels would enable him to 
reftore peace and order to the dif- 
tracted empire. In his civil wars 

inft Maxentius and Licinius, he 
~had.engaged on his fide the inclina- 
tions of the people, who compared 
the undiffembled vices of thofe ty- 
rants, with the fpirit of wifdom and 
juttice, which feemed to direct the 
general tenor of the adminiftration 
of Conftantine. 

** Had Conitantine fallen on .the 
banks of the Tyber, or even in the 
plains of Hadrianople, fuch is the 
character which, with a few excep- 
tions, he might have tranfmitted to 
pofterity. But the conclufion of his 
reign (according to the modcrate 
and indeed tender fentence of a writer 
of the fame age) degraded hin 
from the rank which he had ac- 

uired among the moit deferving of 
the Koman princes. In the life of 
Auguftus, we behold the tyrant of 
the republic, converted, almoft by 
imperceptible degrees, into the fa- 
ther of his country and of human 
kind. In that of Conftantine, we 
may contemplate a hero, who had 
fo long infpired his fubjects with 
love, and his enemies with terror, 
degenerating into a cruel and diffo- 
lute monarch, corrupted by his for- 
tune, or railed by conqueit above 
the neceflity of diffimulation. The 
— peace which he maintained 

uring the laft fourteen years of his 
reign, was a period of apparent 
fplendor rather than of real _profpe- 
rity; and the old age of Conftan- 
tine was difgraced by the oppofite 
yet reconcileable vices of rapaciouf- 
nefs and prodigality. The accu- 


mulated treafures found in the pa- 
laces of Maxentius and. Licinius, 
were lavifhly confumed ; the various 
innovations introduced by the con- 
queror, were attended with an en- 


creafing expence; the cof : 
buildings, his court, and bite 
vals, required an immediate and 
plentiful fupply ; and the opprefiion 
of the people was the only fund 
which could fupport the magnifi- 
cence of the fovereign. —Hig yn. ° 
worthy favourites, enriched by the 
boundlefs liberality of their matter 
ufurped with impunity the privi- 
lege of rapine and corruption, A 
fecret but univerfal decay was felt 
in every part of the publié admini- 
{tration, and the emperor himfelf, 
though he ftill retained the obedi. 
ence, gradually lott the efteem of 
his fubjeéts. The drefs and man- 
ners, which, towards the decline of 
life, he chofe to affect, ferved only 
to degrade him in the eyes of man- 
kind. The Afiatic pomp, which 
had been adopted by the pride of 
Diocletian, affumed an air of foft 
ne{fs and effeminacy in the perfon of 
Conftantine. He is reprefented with 
falfe hair of various colours, labo 
rioufly arranged by the skilful artitts 
ofthe times; a diadem of a new 
and more expentive fafhion ; a pro- 
fulion of gems and pearls, of col- 
lars and bracelets, aad a variegated 
flowing robe of filk, moft curiouily 
embroidered with flowers of gold, 
In fuch apparel, fearcely to be ex- 
cufed by the youth and folly of Ela- 
gabalus, we are at a lofs to dilcover 
the wifdom of an aged monarch, 
and the fimplicity of a Roman ve 
teran. A mind thus relaxed by 
profperity and indulgence, was - 
capable of rifing to that magnanl- 
mity which difdains fufpicion, and 
dares to forgive. “The deaths of 
Maximian and Licinius may per 
haps be juftified by the maxims * 
policy, as they are taught in the 
fchools of tyrants; but an impar 
tial narrative of the executions, of 


rather murders, which fuilied the 











: declining age of Conftantine, will 


t to our moft candid thoughts 
eres of a prince, who could fa- 
erifice without reluctance the laws 
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of juftice, and the feelings of tit 
ture, to the dictates either of his 
patlions or of his intereft.’” 





— 


CHARACTER of ATHANASIUS 
[ From the fame Work.] 


“ E have feldom an oppor- 
tunity of obferving, ei- 

ther in active or fpeculative life, 
what effect may be produced, or 
what obftacles may be furmounted, 
by the force of a fingle mind, when 
it is inflexibly applied to the purfuit 
of afingle object. The immortal 
name of Athanafius will never be 
+ yee from the Catholic doé¢trine 
the Trinity, to whofe defence 
he confecrated every moment and 
every faculty of his being. Edu- 
eared in the family of Alexander, 


he had vigoroufly oppofed the early 


progrefs of the Arian herefy: he 
exercifed the important fun¢tions of 
fecretary under the aged prelate ; 
and the fathers of the Nicene coun- 
cil beheld with furprize and refpeét, 
the rifling virtues of the voung dea- 
con. Ina time of public danger, 
the dull claims of age and of rank 


are fometimes fuperfeded ; and with- 


in five months after his return from 
Nice, the deacon Athanafius was 
feated on the archiepifcopal throne 
of Egypt. He filled that eminent 


~ tation above forty-fix years, and 


his long adminiftration was fpent in 
&@ perpetual combat againit the pow- 
ers ot Arianifm. Five times was 


Athanafius expelled from his throne; 
‘twenty years he paffed as an exile 
' Ora fugitive; and almoft every pro- 
vince of the Roman empire was 
fucceflively witnefs to his merit, 
end his fufferings in the caufe of 


the Homoufion, which he confidered 
as the fole pleafure and bufinefs, as 
the duty, and as the glory, of his 
life. Amidit the ftorms of perfe- 
cution, the archbifhop of Alexan- 
dria was patient of labour, jealous 
of fame, carelefs of fafety; and al- 
though his mind was tainted by the 
contagion of fanaticifm, Athanafius 
difplayed a fuperiority of charaéter 
and abilities, which would have 
y nee es him, far better than the 
egenerate fons of Conftantine, for 

the government of a great mo- 
narchy. His learning was much 
lefs profound and extenfive than 
that of Eufebius of Cafarea, and 
his rude eloquence could not be 
compared with the polifhed oratory 
of Gregory or Bafil; but when- 
ever the primate of Egypt was call- 
ed upon to juitify his fentiments or 
his conduét, his unpremeditated 
ftyle, either of {peaking or writing, 
was clear, forcible, and perfuafive. 
He has always been revered in the 
orthodox fchool, as one of the moft 
accurate mafters of the Chrittian 
theology ; and he was fuppofed to 
poflefs two profane fciences, lefs 
adapted to the i character ; 
the knowledge of jurifprudence, and 
that of divination. Some fortunate 
conjectures of future events, whch 
impartial reafoners might afcribe to 
the experience and judgment of 
Athanafius, were attributed by his 
friends to heavenly in{piration, and 
imputed 











{28] ANECDOTES OF THE EMPEROR JULIAN. 


imputed by his enemies to infernal 
BHIZIC. : 

+ But-as Athanafius was conti- 
nually engaged with the prejudices 
and paffions of every order of men, 
from:the monk to the emperor, the 
knowledge of human nature was his 
firit a moft important f{vience. 
He preferved a diftinét and un- 
broken view of a fcene which was 
inceflantly fhifting; and never failed 
to improve thofe decifive moments 
which are irrevocably pait before 
they are perceived by a common 
eye. The archbifhop of Alexan- 
dria was capable of ditinguithing 
how far he might boldly command, 
and where he mutt dextroufly infi- 
nuate ; how long he might contend 
with power, and when he mutt 
withdraw from perfecution ; and 
while he directed the thunders of 
the church againit herefy and re- 
bellion, he could affume, in the 
boiom of his own party, the flexible 
and indulgent temper of a weer, 
leader, ‘he election of Athanafiu 
has not efcaped the reproach of ir- 
regularity and precipitation; but 
the propriety ot his behaviour con- 
ciliated the affections both of the 


es - - + =e - ee oe eee 


clergy and of the people. The Alex. 
andrians were impatient to rife in 
arms for the defence of an el Went 
and liberal paftor, In his ditret 
he always derived fupport, or ‘a 
leaft confolation, from the faithful 
attachment of his parochial clergy. 
and the hundred bifhops of Egypt 
adhered, with unfhaken zeal, to the 
caufe of Athanafius, In the modef 
equipage, which pride and polic 
wot affect, he freaitensle’ , 
formed the epifcopal vifitation of his 
coca, from the mouth of the 
vile to the confines of A&thiopia; 
familiarly converting with the mean. 
eft of the populace, and humbly 
faluting the faints and hermits of 
the defert. Nor was it only in ec 
clefiattical affemblics, among men 
whofe education and manners were 
fimiliar to his own, that Athanafius 
difplayed the alcendency of his ge- 
nius. He appeared with eafy and 
refpectful firmnefs in the courts of 
princes; and in the various turns 
of his profperous and adverfe for- 
tune, he never lott the confidence 
of his friends, or the eftcem of his 
enejnies.”” 








——- <7 


Civil GOVERNMENT and Private Life LIFE of the EMPEROR 
JULIAN. 


; [From the fame Work.] 


$6 pHILOSOPHY had inftruét- 

i} ed Julian to compare the 
advantages of action and retirement ; 
but the elevation of his birth, and 
the accidents of his life, never al- 
lowed him the treedom of his choice. 
He might perhaps, tincerely have 
preferred the groves of the Aca- 
demy, and the fociety of Athens ; 
but he wes conftrained, at firi by 


the will, and afterwards by the in- 
juttice, of Conttantius, to expole 
his perfon and fame to the dangers 
of imperial greatnefs; and to make 
himfelf accountable to the world, 
and to-potterity, for the happinels 
of millions. Julian recollected wath 
terror the obfervation of his matter 
Plato, that the governinent of our 


flocks and herds is always ar 
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» beings of a fuperior fpecies ; 
te ethe conduct of nations res 
gires and deferves the ccleftial 
wers of the Gods or of Genii. 
von this principle he juftly con- 
claded, that the man who pre- 
fumes to reign, fhould afpire to the 
&ion of the divine nature; that 
ethould purify his foul from her 
mortal and, terreftrial part; that he 
fhould extinguith his appetites, en- 
lighten his underftanding, regulate 
his pafions, and fubdue the wild 
beat, which, according to the live- 
ly metaphor of Ariftotle, feldom 
fuilsto afcend the throne of a de- 
for. “Fhe throne of Juhan, which 
Te eath of Conftantius fixed on an 
independent bafis, was the feat of 
reafon, of virtue, and perhaps ot 
vanity. He defpifed the honours, 
renqunced the pleafurcs, and dif- 
charged, with inceffant diligence, the 
duties of his exalted ftation; and 
there were few among his fubjects 
who would have confented to relieve 
him from the weight of the diadem, 
had they been obliged to fubmit 
their time and their actions to the 
rigorous laws which their philofo- 
phic emperor impofed on himtelf. 
One ot his moft intimate friends, 
who had oiten fhared the. frugal 
fimplicity of his table, has remarked, 
that his light and {paring diet (which 
was ufually of the vegetable kind) 
left his mind and body always free 
and active, for the various and im- 
portant bufinefs of an author, a 
pontiff, a magiftrate, a general, and 
aprince. In one and the fame day, he 
gave audience to feveral ambaffadors, 
and wrote, or dictated, a great num- 
ber ptletters to his generals, his civil 
magiftrates, his private friends, and 
the different cities of his dominions. 
te liftened to the metporials which 
hi 1 been received, ¢onfidered the 
fubjett of the petitions, and figni- 


(29] 
fied his intentions more rapidly'than 
they could be taken in fhort-hand 

the diligence of his feereturies. He 
potletied fuch flexibilieyot thoughe, 
and fuch firmnefs of uttention,. chit 
he could employ his hand to*write, 
his car to hiften, and his voive to 
dictate; and purfue at once’ three 
feveral trains of ideas, without hee 
fitation, and without error While 
his minifters repofed, | the prince : 
flew with agility from one labour t6 
another, and, after a hafty dinner, 
retired into his library, till the pubs 
lic bufinefs, which hehad appointed 
for the evening, febeamal him to 
interrupt the profecution “wf © his 
ftudies. The fupper of the empes 
ror was {till lefs tubttahtial than the 
former meal; his ileep was never 
clonded by the fumes of indigef=. 
tion; and, except in the fhore ine 
terval of a marriage, which was 
the . effect of policy rather than 
love, the chafte Julian never fhared 
hig bed with a female companions 
He was foon awakened by the en- 
trance of new frerctavies, who had 
flept the preceding day; and his 
fervants were obliged to wait alter 
nately, while their. indefatigable 
mafter allowed himfelf fearcely any 
other retrefiments than the change 
of occupations. The predeceflors 
of Julian, his uncle, his brother, 
and his coufin, indulged their pue- 
rile tafle for the games of the cir- 
cus, under the f{pecious pretence of 
complying with the inclinations of 
the people; and they Jrequently 
remained che greateft part of the 
day, as idle {pectators, and as @ 
part of the fplendid tpediacle, till 
the ordinary. round of tweaty-tour 
races wag completely finithed, On 
folemn feftivals, Julian, .who felt 
and profefied an unfafhionable, dif 
like tu. thoie frivolous amufementiy 
condefcended to appear in the cir- 

4 Cus 5 
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cuss and after beftowing a carelefs 

lance on five or fix of the races, he 

ftily withdrew, with the impa- 
tience Of a philofopher, who con- 
fidered every moment as loft, that 
was not devoted to the advantage of 
the public, or the improvement of 
his own mind, By this avarice of 
time, he feemed to protract the fhort 
duration of his reign; and if the 
dates were lefs fearcely afcertained, 
we fhould refufe to believe, that 
only fixteen months elapfed between 
the death of Conftantius and the 
departure of his fucceffor for the 
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Perfian war. The actions, of Ju 
lian can only be preferved by. the 
care of the hiftorian; but the 
tion of his voluminous. writ; 
which is ftill extant, remains asa 
monument of the application, a 
well as of the genius, of the em. 
peror. The Mifopogon, the Ce. 
fars, feveral of his Orations, and 
his elaborate work againgt the Chrif. 
tian religion, were compofed in the 
long nights of the two winters) the 
former of which he paffed at Con- 
ftarttinople, and the latter at Ans 
tioch.”’ 





CHARACTER of the EMPEROR JULIAN, 
{ From the fame Work.] 


ee HE generality of princes, 
if they were {tripped ot 


their purple, and caft naked into 
the world, would immediately fink 
to the loweft rank of fociety, with- 
out a hope of emerging from their 
obfeurity. But the perfonal merit 
of Julian was, in fome meafure, in- 
dependent of his fortune. What- 
ever had been his choice of life ; 
by the force of intrepid courage, 
lively wit, and intenfe application, 
he would have obtained, or at leaf 
he would have deferved, the highetft 
honours of his profeflion; and Ju- 
lian might have raifed himfelf to 
the rank of minifter, or general, of 
the ftate in which he was born a 
private citizen. If the jealous ca- 
price of power had difappointed his 
expeCtations; if he had prudently 
declined the paths of greatnefs, the 
employments of the fame talents in 
ftudious folirude, would have placed, 
beyond the reach of kings, his pre- 
fent happinefs, and his immortal fame. 
When we infpect, with minute, or 


perhaps malevolent attention, the 
portrait of Julian, fomething feems 
wanting to the grace and perfection 
of the whole figure. His genius 
was lefs powerful and fublime than 
that of Cafar; nor did he poffels 
the confummate prudence of Aue 
guftus. The virtues of Trajan ape 
pear more fteady and natural, and 
the philofophy of Marcus is more 
fimple and confiftent, Yet Julian 
fuftained adverfity with 

and profperity with moderation. 
After an interval of one huadved 
and twenty years from the death of 
Alexander Severus, the Romans be- 
held an emperor who made no dif- 
tinction between his duties and bis 
pleafures; who laboured to relieve 
the diftrefs, and to revive the {pint, 
of his fubjeéts; and who endear 
voured always to connect authonty, 
with merit, and happinefs with vite 
tue. Even faétion, and religious 
faction, was conftrained to ackuowr, 
ledge the fuperiority of his genus. 


in peace as well asin war; _ 
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with a figh, that the 
apoftate Julian was a lover of his 


(st). 


country, and that he deferved the 
empire of the world.” 





ACCOUNT 
me PATRO 


of GEORGE of CAPPADOCIA, the 
N SAINT of ENGLAND. 


{ From the fame Work. } 


“ ZNEORGE, from his pasents 
or his poncy rete spenames 

the Cappadocian, was born at Epi- 
aio ia Cicills, in a fuller’s fhop. 
rom this obfcure and fervile ori- 
gin he raifed himfelf by the talents 
of-a-paralite: and the patrons, 
whem he affiduoutly flattered, pro- 
cured for their worthlefs dependent 
alucrative commiflion, or contract, 
to fupply the army with bacon. His 
employment was mean: he rendere 
ed it infamous. He accumulated 
wealth by the bafeft arts of fraud 
and corruption ; but his malverta- 
tions were fo notorious, that George 
was compelled to efcape from the 
purfuits of juftice. After this dif- 
grace in which he appears to have 
ved his fortune at the expence of 
his honour, he embraced, with real 
or affected zeal, the profeffion of 
Afianifm, From the love, or the 
oftentation, of learning, he col- 
leéted a valuable library of hiftory, 
rhetoric, philofophy, and theology ; 
aid the choice of the prevailing tac- 
tion promoted George of Cappado- 
cia to the throne of Athanafius. 
The entrance of the new archbifhop 
was that of 2 Barbarian conqueror ; 
and cach moment of his reign was 
luted “by cruelty and avarice. 
he Catholics of Alexandria and 
Egypt wére abandoned to a tyrant, 
qualified, by nature and education, 
t0 exercife the office of perfecution $ 
he oppreffed with an impartial 
the various inhabitants of his 


extenfive diocefe. The primate of 
Egypt afflumed the pomp and in- 
folenee of his lofty ftation ; but he 
ftiil betrayed the vices of bis bale 
and fervile extraction. The mers 
chants of Alexandria were impove- 
rihed by, the unjuft, and almot 
univerfal, wang = which he ac- 
quired, of nitre, fault, paper, fune- 
rals, &c. and the fpiritual father of 
a great people condefcended to prac- 
tife the vile and pernicious arts o 
an informers The Alexandrians 
could never forget, nor forgive, the 
tax, which he fuggefted, on all the 
houfes of the city; under an ob- 
folete claim, that the royal founder 
had conveyed to his fucceflors, the 
Prolemies and the Cafars, the per- 
petual property of the foil. ‘The 
Pagans who had been flattered 
with the hopes of freedom and tole- 
ration, excited his devout avarice ¢ 
and the rich temples of Alexandria 
were either pillaged or infulted b 
the haughty prelate, who po a not 
in a lond and threatening tone, 
‘* How long will thefé fepulchres 
be permitted to ftand?”” Under the 
reign of Conftantius, he was ¢x« 
lled by the fury, or rather by the 
juttice, of the people; and it was 
not without a violent ftruggle, that 
the civil and military powers of the 
{tate could reftore his authority, and 
gratify his revenge. The meflenger 
who proclaimed at Alexandria 
accefion of Julian, announced ;the 


downfall of the archbishop. Ocorgcy 
wit 
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with two of his obfequious mini- 
fters, count Diodorus, and Dracon- 
tius, maiter of the mint, was igno- 
miniout'y dragged in chains to the 
ublic prifon. At the end of twenty- 

ur da.s, the prifon was forced 
open by the rage of a fuperttitious 
multitude, impatient of the tedious 
forms of judicial proceedings. The 
enemies of gods and men expired 
under their cruel infults; the life- 
lefy bodies of the archbifhop and his 
affociates were carried in triumph 
through the ftreets on the back of a 
camel; and the inactivity of the 
Athanafian party was eiteemed a 
fhining example of evangelical pa- 
tience. The remains of thefe puilty 
wretches were thrown into the fea; 
and the popular leaders of the tu- 
mult declared their refvlution to 
difappoint the devotion of the Chrif 
tians, and to intercept the’ future 


honours of thefe martyrs, who had 
been punithed, like their predecef. 
lors, by the enemies of their reli 
gion, The fears of the Pagans were 
juft, and their precautions ineffec. 
tual, The meritorious death of the 
archbifhop obliterated the memo 

of his lite, The rival of Athana. 
fius was dear and facred to the A. 
rians, and the iceming convertion 
of thofe fectaries -introduged “his 
worfhip into the bofonm of tle Ca. 
tholic church. ‘The odious ttranger, 
difyuiliny ‘every circumttance of 
tiine “and place, affumed the mak 
of a martyr, a faint, and a Chrif 
tian’ heros; and the = infamods 
George of Cappadocia has heen 
transtormed into the renowned St 
George of England, the patron.of 
aris, of chrvalry, and ‘of! the Gar. 
ter.”’ , 
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Some PARTICULARS concerning Mr. HOGARTH. 


[Frém Mr. Nicuoxs’s Biographical Anecdotes of William Hogarth. 


HIS great and original Genius 

is faid by Dr. Burn to have 
been the defcendant of a family ori- 
ginally from Kirkby J hore, in Weit- 
moreland. And am affured, that 
his grandtather was a plain yeoman, 
who pofietied a {mall tenement in 
the vale of Bampton, a village about 
15 mules north of Kendal, in that 
county. He had three fons. The 
eldcit atitited his father in farming, 
and fucceeded to his little ireehold. 
The tecond fettled in Troutbeck, a 
village eight miles north-weft of 
Kendal, and was remarkable for his 
talent at provincial poetry. The 
third, who had been a {choolmatter 
in the fame county, went early to 
London, where he was employed as 


a corrector of the prefs, and ap- 
ars to have been a man of 0 ine 
confiderable learning ; a Dictionary 
in Latin and Englifh, which he 
compofed for the ufe of fchools, 
beiny ftill exifting in MS. He.mar- 
ried in London, and our hero and 
his fitters, Mary and Aune, are be- 
lieved to have been the only pfd- 
duct of the marriage. 
“ William Hogarth was born in 
1698, in the parifh of St. Bartholo- 
mew, London, to which he was al 
terwards, as far as lay in his power 
a benefactor. The outfet of his life, 
however, was unpromuiling, 
was bound, fays Mr. Walpole, t@ 
a mean engraver of arms 00 plate. 


Hogarth probably chofe this occur 
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, as it required fome fkillin prefumed that he began bufinefs, 
Swing, to which his genius was on his own account, at leaft as early 
particularly turned, and which he as ad er 1720. 


contrived affiduoufly to cultivate. § ** His firft employment feems to 
His mafter, it fince appears, was have been the engraving of arms 
Mr. Gamble, a filver-f{mith of emi- and fhop-bills. The next ftep was 
nence, who refided on or near Snow- to defign aud engrave for book 
hill, In this profeffion it is notun- fellers; and here we are fortunately 
ufual to bind apprentices to the fupplied with dates. ‘Twelve folio 
fingle branch of engraving arms and prints, with his name to each, ap- 
cyphers on every fpecies of metal; peared in Aubry de la Motraye’s 
and in that particular department ‘Travels, in 1723; feven {mall prints 
of the bufinefs young Hogarth was (two of them charac¢teriftically his 
; “ but, before his time was own) for Apuleius’ Golden Afs, in 
expired, he felt the impulfe of ge- 1724; thirteen head-pieces to Bea- 
nivs, and that it directed him to ver’s Military Punifhments of the 
painting.” Ancients, and five fmall prints for 
“ During his apprenticefhip, he the tranflation of Caflandra, in 1725 5 
fet out one Sunday, with two or feventeen for a duodecimo edition 
three companions, on an excurfion of Hudibras (with Butler’s head), 
toHighgate. The weather being in 1726; two for Perfeus and An- 
hot, they went into a public-houfe, dromeda, in 1730; two for Milton, 
where they had not been long be- 1732; and a variety of frontifpieces 
fore a quarrel arofe between fome between 1726 and 1733. 
perfons in the fame room, in which ‘* Mr. Bowles, at the Black Horfe 
oneof the difputants {truck the other in Cornhill, was one of his earlieft 
onthe head with a quart pot, and patrons; and is faid to have bought 
cut him very much. ‘The blood many a plate from Hogarth “4 the 
funning down the man’s face, with weightof the copper. His next friend 
the agony of the wound, which in that line was Mr. John Overton, 
had diftorted his features into a moft oppofite Fetter-lane, in Fleet-ftreet, 
hideous grin, prefented Hogarth, who paid him a fomewhat better 
who thewed himfelf thus early **ap- price tor his labour and ingenuity. 
prifed of the mode Nature had in- «¢ A genticman ftill living informs 
tended he thould purfue,” with too me, that being once with Mr. Ho- 
bughable a fubjcct to efcape the garthat the Bedford Coffee-houfe, he 
Powerful efforts of his genius. He obferved him to draw fomething 
rewout his pencil, and produced with a pencil on his nail, Enquir- 
oa the {pot one of the moft lu- ing what had been his employment, 
Krous figures that ever was feen, he was fhewn the countenance (a 
rendered this piece the more whimfical one) of a perfon who was 
g was, that it exhibited an_ then fitting in fight. 
likenefs of the man, with the «¢ Mr, Walpole has obferved, that 
Portrait of his antagonift, and the if our artift ** indulged his {pirit of 
frures in caricature of the princi- ridicule in perfonalities, it never pro- 
pal perfons gathered round him. ceeded beyond fkerches and draws 
rom the date of the earlieft ings,” and wonders * that he never, 
yh atcan be afcertained to be without intention, delivered the very 
- of Horarth, it may be features of any identical ——. 
731. Cc w 
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But this elegant writer, who may 
be faid to have received his educa- 
tion in a court, perhaps had few 
opportunities of acquaintance with 
the low popular characters with 
which Hogarth occafionally peopled 
his fcenes, The triend to whom I 
owe this remark was affured by an 
ancient gentleman of unquettionable 
ver.city and acutcnefs of remark, 
that almott all the perfonsges who 
atten. the levee of the Rake were 
undoubted Portraits; and that in 
Southwark Fair, and ,the Modern 
Midnight Converfation, as many 
more were difcoverable. In the 
former plate he pointed out Effex 
the dancing-mafter ; andin the latter, 
Figg the prize-fighter. He men- 
tioned feveral others by name, from 
his immediate knowledge both of the 
painter’s defign and the characters 
reprefented ; but the reft of the par- 
ticulars, by which he fupported his 
affertions, have efeaped the memo- 
ry of my informant. I am alfo af- 
fured, that while Hogarth was 
painting the Rake’s Progrefs, he 
had a fummer refidence at Ifle- 
worth; and never failed to quet- 
tion thofe who came to fee his pic- 
tures, if they knew who this or that 
fivure was defigned tor? When 
they guefled wrong, he fet them 
right. 

** The Duke of Leeds has an ori- 
ginal fcene in the Beggar’s Opera, 
painted likewife by Hogarth. It 
1s that in which Lucy and Polly 
contend forthe hero of the piece. 
All the figures are either known or 
fuppofed to be portraits. If we are 
not mifinformed, the late Sir Tho- 
mas Robinfon (perhaps better known 
by the name of Long Sir ‘] homas) 
is ftanding in one of the fide-boxes. 
Macheath, unlike his fpruce repre- 
fentative on our prefent flage, 1s a 
flouching bully ; aud Polly appears 
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happily difencumbered of fuch 4 
hoop as the daughter of Peachum 
within our younger memories has 
worn. Elis Grace gave 3<]. for 
this pictere at Mr. Rich’s auction, 
An engraving from it would prove 
a valuable prefent to the public, 
Mr. Walpole has likewife a pidure 
of the fcene, in the fame piece, 
where Macheath is going to exe- 
cution. In this alfo the likeneffes 
of Walker and Mifs Fenton, after- 
wards Duchefs of Bolton, are well 
prelerved. 

*¢ In the year 1726, when the af. 
fair of Mary ‘Toits, the rabbit. 
breeder of Guilford, engaged the 
public attention, a few of our prin- 
cipal furgeons fubfcribed a guinea 
a-piece to Hogarth, for an engraving 
from a ludicrous fketch he had made 
on that very popular fubject. This 
plate, amongit other portraits, cone 
tains that of the notorious St. An- 
dré, then anatomiit to the royal 
houfehold, and in high reputation 
as a furgeon, 

“ In 1730, Mr. Hogarth married 
the only daughter of Sir James 
Thornhill, by whom he had no 
child. This union, indeed, was a 
ftolen one, and confequently with- 
out the approbation of Sir James 
and his lady, who, confidering the 
extreme youth oftheir daughter,then 
barely eighteen, and the flender f 
nances of her hufband, as yet a0 
obfcure artiit, were not eafily re 
conciled to the match. Soon after 
this period, however, he began his 
Harlot’s Progrefs ; and was advifed 
to have fome of his pictures placed 
in the way of his father-in-law. Ace 
cordingly, one morning early, Mrs 
Hogarth undertook to convey fees 
ral of them into his dining-r00m 
When he arofe, he enquired from 
whence they came ; and being 


by whom they were introduced, he 
c 
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ened out, ‘** Very well; the man 
who can produce reprefentations like 
thefe, can alfo maintain a wife with. 
out @ portion.” He defigned this 
remark as an excufe for keeping 
his purfe-flrings clofe; but toon 
after became both reconciled and 

nerous to the young couple. La- 

Thornhill’s forgivenefs was but 
fowly obtained, though it followed 
at lait. 

“ In 1732 he ventured to attack 
Mr. Pope, in the plate called taite; 
containing a view of the Gate of 
Burlington -houfe; with Pope white- 
wathing it, and befpattering the 
Duke of Chandos’s coach. This 

was intended as a fatire on 

t. Pope, Mr. Kent the architect, 
and the Earl of Burlington, But 
Mr. Hogarth, being apprehenfive 
that the pen of the poet was as 
pointed as the graver of the artift, 
recalled the impreffions, and de- 
froyed the plate. It was fortunate 
for Mr. Hogarth that he efcaped 
the lath of Mr. Pope. Either his 
obicurity at that time was his pro- 
iehion, or the bard was too pru- 
dent to exafperate a painter who 
had already given fuch proof of his 
abilities for fatire. What muft he 
have felt who could complain of the 
“pitured fhape”” prepared to Gul- 
liveriana, had Hogarth undertaken 
to exprefs in colours a certain tranf- 
attion recorded by Cibber ? 

“ Soon after his marriage, Mr. 
Hogarth had fummer-lodgings at 
South Lambeth, Having a natu- 
ral tafle for gardening, and being in 
atimacy with Mr. Tyers, he con- 
buted very much to the improve- 
a of The Spring Gardens at 

pannel, and firft fuggefted the 

it of embellifhing them with 
hittings, fome of which were the 

ution of his own truly comic 


Se For his affiitance, Mr. Ty- 
oo 


MR. HOGARTH. [3] 
ers gratefully prefented him with a 
gold ticket for the ad miffion of him. 
felf and his friends, infcribed 

In perpetuam beneficii memoriam, 
This ticket is now (1484) in the 
pofieffion of his widow, and is {till 
occafionally made ufe of. 

** In 1732, his genius became 
confpicuoufly known. ‘The third 
fcene of his ** Harlot’s Progrefs,” 
introduced him to the notice of the 
great. At a board of Treafury, 
which was held a day or two after 
the appearance of that print, a copy 
of it was fhewn by one of the lords 
as containing, among other excel- 
lencies, a itriking likenefs of Sir 
John Gonfon. It gave univerfal 
fatisfaction ; from the Treafury each 
lord repaired to the print-fhop for a 
copy of it, and Hogarth rofe com- 
pletely into fame. 

‘* The ingenious Abbé Du Bos 
has often complained, that no hif- 
tory painter of his time went through 
a feries of actions, and thus, like an 
hiftorian, painted the fucceilive for- 
tune of an hero, from the cradle to 
the grave. What Du Bos wifhed 
to fee done, Hogarth performed. 
He launches out his young adven- 
turer a fimple girl upon the town, 
and conducts her through all the 
viciffitudes of wretchednefs to a pre- 
mature death. ‘This was painting 
to the underftanding and to the 
heart; none had‘ever before made 
the pencil fubfervient to the pur- 

ofes of morality and inftruction ; 
a book like this is fitted to every 
foil and every obferver, and he that 
runs may read. Nor was the fuc- 
cefs of Hogarth confined to his per- 
fons. One of his excellencies con- 
fifted in what may be termed the 
furniture of his pieces; for as in 
fublime and hiftorical reprefentations 
the fewer trivial circumftances are 
permitted to divide the f{jeétator’s 
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attention from the principal figures, 
the greater is their force; fo in 
fcenes copied from familiar life, 
a proper variety of little, domeftic 
images contributes to throw a de- 
ree of verifimilitude on the whole. 
* The Rake’s levee-room,’ fays Mr. 
Walpole, ‘ the nobleman’s dining- 
room, the apartments of the huf- 
band and wife in Marriage Alamode, 
the Alderman’s parlour, the bed- 
chamber, and many others, are the 
hiftory of the manners of the age,’ 
“* The novelty and excellence of 
Hogarth’s performances foon tempted 
the needy artiit and print-dealer to 
avail themfelves of his defigns, and 
rob him of the advantages which he 
was entitled to derive trom them. 
This was particularly the cafe with 
‘ The Midnight Converfation,’ 
¢ The Rake’s’ and * Harlot’s Pro- 
grefles,’ and others of his early 
works, To put a ftop to depreda- 
tions like thefe on the property of 
himfelf and others, and to fecure 
the emoluments refulting from his 
own labours, as Mr. Walpole ob- 
ferves, he applied to the legililature, 
and obtained an act of parliament, 
8 George I], chap. 38, to veft an 
exclufive right in deligners and en- 
gravers, and to reitrain the multi- 
plying of copies of their works 
without the confent of the artift. 
This ftatute was drawn by his friend 
Mr. Huggins, who took tor his mo- 
del the eighth of Queen Anne, in 
favour of literary property ; but it 
was not fo accurately executed as 
entirely to remedy the evil; for, 
on a caufe founded on it, which 
came before lord Hardwicke in 
Chancery, that excellent lawyer de- 
termined that no affignee, claiming 
under an aflignment from the origi- 
nal inventor, could take any benefit 
by it. 
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Hogarth had projected a ‘ H, 
Marriage,’ by way of ae 
to his * Marriage a la mode,’ A de. 
fign for the firft of his intended fix 
‘tommy he had fketched out in co. 
ours ; and the following i$ aS ac- 
curate an account of it as could be 
turnifhed by a gentleman who, long 
ago, enjoyed only a few minutes 
fight of fo imperieét a curiofity, 

** The time fuppofed was immedi- 
ately after the return of the parties 
from church. ‘The {cene lay in the 
hall of an antiquated country man- 
fion. On one fide, the married 
couple were reprefented fitting. Be- 
hind them was a group of their 
young friends of both fexes, in the 
act of breaking bride-cake over their 
heads. In front appeared the father 
of the young lady, grafping a bum. 
per, and drinking, with a feeming 
roar of exultation, to the future 
happinefs of her and her hufband, 
By his fide was a table covered 
with refrefhments.  follity. rather 
than politenefs was the defignation 
of his character. Under the fereen 
of the hall, feveral ruftic muficians 
in grotefque attitudes, together with 
fervants, tenants, &c. were arranged. 
Through the arch by which the 
room was entered, the eye was led 
along a pafiage into the kitchen, 
which afforded a glimpfe of facerdo- 
tal luxury. Before the dripping: 
pan ftood a well-fed divine, in his 
gown and caflock, with his watch is 
his hand, giving directions to 4 
cook, dreft all in white, who was 
employed in bafting a haunch o! 
venifon. rte 

‘© Among the faces of ~ ee 

al figures, none but that of te 
vaing tails was completely finithed. 
Hogarth had been often reproac 
for his inability to impart grace 4 te 
dignity to his heroines. he bn 
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meant to vindicate his 
pencil from fo'degrading an impu- 
tation. The effort, however, was 
unfuccefsful. The girl was cer- 
tainly pretty; but her features, if 
] may ufe the term, were unedu- 
cated, She might have attracted 
notice as a chambermaid, but would 
have failed to extort applaufe as a 
woman of fafhion. ‘The parfon, and 
his culinary affociate, were more la- 
bowed than any other parts of the 
idure. It is natural for us to dwell 
Faget on that divifion of a fubject, 
which is moft congenial to our pri- 
vate feclings, ‘The painter fat down 
with a refolution to delineate beauty 
improved by art; but feems, as 
ufual, to have deviated into mean. 
nefs; or could not help neglecting 
his original purpofe, to luxuriate in 
fuch ideas as his fituation in early 
life had fitted him to exprefs. He 
found himfelf, in fhort, out of his 
element in the parlour, and there- 
fore haftened, in queft of eafe and 
amufement, to the kitchen fire. It 
muft be allowed, that fuch a painter, 
however excellent in his walk, was 
better qualified to reprefent the vi- 
cious parent, than the royal prefer- 
ver of a foundling. 

“In 1753, he appeared to the 
world in the character of an author, 
aad publifhed a quarto volume, in- 
ituled, ‘ The Analyfis of Beauty, 
Written with a view of fixing the 

uating ideas of Tafte.’ In this 
Performance he fhews, by a variety 
% examples, that a curve is the 
line of beauty, and that round {wel- 
ling figures are mott pleafing to the 
‘ye; and the truth of his opinion 
as been countenanced by fubfequent 
writers on the firbject. 

“ In this work, the leading idea 
ofwhich was hierog! yphically thrown 
*ut in asfrontifpiece to his works in 
745 he acknowledges himfelf in- 
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debted to his friends for affiftance, 
and particularly to one gentleman 
for his corrections and amendments 
of at leaft a third part of the word- 
ing. This friend, I am afflured, was 
Dr, Benjamin Hoadley the -phyfici- 
an, who carried on the work to 
about a third part, chap. ix. and 
then through indifpofition declined 
the friendly office with regret. 
Mr. Hogarth applied to his neigh- 
bour, Mr. Ralph; but it wus im- 
poffible for two fuch perfons to 
agree ; both alike vain and pofitive, 
He proceeded no farther than a- 
bout a fheet, and they then parted 
friends, and fcem to have continued 
fuch. ! 

*¢ The kind office of fuperintend- 
ing the publication was taken up by 
Dr. Morell, who went through the 
remainder of the book, The pre- 
face was in like manner corrected 
by the Rev. Mr. Townley. ‘Ihe 
family of Hogarth rejoiced when 
the laft thect of the Analyfis was 
printed off; as the frequent dif- 
putes he had with his coadjutors in 
the progrefs of the work did not 
much harmonize his difpofition. 

‘© A German tranflation of this 
work was printed at Berlin in 1754; 
and an Italian one at Leghorn in 
1761, 8vo. dedicated * All’ illuitrif- 
fie Signora Diana Molineux, Da- 
ma Inglefe.’ Jee 

‘© Hogarth had one failing in 
common with moft people, who at- 
tain wealth and eminence without 
the aid of liberal education, He 
affected to defpife every kind ot 
knowledge which he did not poflefs, 
Having eftablithed his fame with 
little or no obligation to literature, 
he cither conceived it to be needlets, 


-or decried it becaufe it lay out of 


his reach. His fentiments, in fhort, 
refembled thofe of Jack Cade, who 
pronounced fentence on the clerk ot 
C 3 Chathain, 
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Chatham, becaufe he could write 
and read. Till, in evil hour, this 
celebrated artift commenced an 
author, and was obliged to employ 
the friends already mentioned to 
eorre’t his Analyfis of Beauty, he 
did not feem to have difcovered 
that even fpelling was a necefflary 
qualification; and yet he had ven- 
tured to ridicule the late Mr. Rich’s 
deficiency as to this particular, in a 
note which lies before the Rake, 
whofe play is refufed while he re- 
mains in confinement for debt. 
Previous to the time of which we 
are now fpgaking, one of our artift’s 
common topicks of declamation, 
was the ufeletinefs of books to a 
man of his profeilion. In Beer- 
ftrect, among other velumes con- 
figned by him to the paftry-cook, 
we find *Turnbull on ancient Paint- 
ing,’ 2 treatife which Hogarth 
fhould have been able to underftand, 
before he ventured to condemn, 
Garrick himfeli, however, was not 
more ductile to flattery. A word in 
favour of Sigi{munda might have 
commanded a proot-print, or forced 
an original fketch out of our artift’s 
hands. ‘The furnither of this re 
mark owes one of his fearce’ per- 
formances to the fuccels of a com- 
pliment, which might have ftuck 
even in Sir Godfrey Kneller’s 
throat. 

* With Dr. Hoadley, the late 
worthy Chincellor of Wanchetter, 
Mr. Hogarth was always on terms 
of the firicteft friendthip, and fre- 
quently vifited him at Winchetter, 
St. Crofé, and Alrestord. It is well 
known, that Dr. Hoadley’s fondnets 
for theatncal exhibitions was fo 
great, that no vilitors were ever 
long in his houfe before they were 
folivited to ac cept a part in fome Ip- 
teilude or other. He himfelf, with 
Garrick wud Hogarth, once per- 
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formed a laughable parod 

feene in Julius Cefir, tin m 
ghott appears to Brutus. Hogarth 
perfonated the fpectre ; but unre. 
tentive was his memory, that, though 
his fpeech confifted Only of two 
lines, he was unable to get them b 

heart, At laft they hit on the fol. 
lowing expedient in his fayour, 
The verfes he was to deliver were 
written in fuch large letters, on the 
outlide of an illuminated Paper lan- 
thorn, that he could read them when 
he entered with it in his hand on the 
ftage. Hogarth painted a feene on 
this occafion, reprefenting a futtling- 
booth, with the Duke of Cumber. 
land’s head by way of fign. He 
alfo prepared the play-bill with cha- 
racteriftic ornaments, The original 
drawing is ilill preferved, and we 
could with it were engraved, as the 
flighteft fketch from the defign of fo 
grote/que a painter would bewelcome 
to the collectors of his works, 

‘* Hogarth was alfo the moft ab- 
fent of men, At table he would 
fometimes turn round his chair, as if 
he had finifhed cacng, and as fud- 
dently would return it, and fall to 
his meal again, I may add, that he 
once direéted a letter to Dr. Hoad- 
ley, thus,—-* To the Doétor at 


Chelfea,’ This epiitte, however, 
by cond luck, did nor mifearry, and 
Was preierved bs che jate “hanceuof 


of Winchefter, as a pleafant memo 
rial of his. friend's extraordinary i 
attention. 

“6 A ipecim: n of Hogarth’s pro» 
penfity to merriment, on the mol 
trivial oceaticns. is obiervaole tn one 
of his cards reque ig t)¢ conspany 
of a friend to dine with hun. With 
in a circle, to which a knife and 
tork are the fupporters, the written 
part is contained, In the conve - 
if is drawn a pye; and the mvt 
tion of our ardil concludes with the 

follows 
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following fport on three of the 
Greek letters to --- * Eta Beta Pi.’ 
The reft of the infcription is not 
very accurately fpelt. A quibble 
by Hogarth is furely as refpectable 
gs aconundrum by Swit. 

‘In one of the very early exhi- 
bitions at Spring Gardens, a very 
pleafing {mall picture by Hogarth 
made its firit appearance. It was 
painted for the Earl of Charle- 
mont, in whofe collection it  re- 
mains. It was intituled, * Picquet, 
or Virtue in Danger,’ and fhews us 
a young my who during a téte-a- 
téte, had juit lott all her money to a 
handfome oflicer of her own age. 
He is reprefented in the act of re- 
turning her a handful of bank-bills, 
with the hope of exchanging them 
for a fofter acquifition, and more 
delicate plunder. On the chimney- 
piece are a watch-cafe and a figure 
of Time over it, with this motto — 
NUNC. Hogarth has caught his 
heroine during this moment of he- 
fitation, this ilruggle with herfelt, 
and has marked her feelings with 
uncommon fuccefs. 

“ In the * Mifer’s Feaft,’ Mr. 
Hogarth thought proper to pillory 
bit Ifaac Shard, a gentleman pro- 
verbially avaricious. Hearing this, 
the fon of Sir Maac, the late Ifaac 
Pacatus Shard, Efg. a young man of 
fyarit, juft returned from his travels, 
called at the painter’s to fee the 
picture, and among the reft, afking 
the Cicerone whether that odd figure 
was intended for any particular per- 
fon, on his replying that it was 
thought to be very like one Sir 
ifaac Shard, he immediately drew his 
ford, and flathed the canvas. Ho- 
garth appeared inftantly in great 
wrath ; to whom Mr. Shard calmly 
juttiied what he had done, faying 
* that this was a very unwarrantable 
licence: that he was the injured 
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party’s fon, and that he was ready to 
defend any fuit at law ;’ which, 
however, was never inttituted. 

** ‘The laft memorable event in 
our artift’s life,’ as Mr. Walpole ob- 
ferves, ‘ was his quarrel with Mr. 
Wilkes, in which, if Mr, Hoyarth 
did not commence direéct hoftilities 
on the latter, he at leatt obliquely 
gave the firft offence, by an attack 
on the friends and party of that 
gentleman, This conduct was the 
more furprizing, as he had all his 
lite avoided dipping his pencil in po- 
litical contefts, and had early refufed 
a very lucrative offer that was made 
to engage him in a fet of prints 
againit the head of a court-party. 
Without entering into the merits of 
the caufe, I fhall only ftate the fact, 
In September 1752, Mr. Hogarth 
publifhed his print of ¢ The Times.’ 
It was anfwered by Mr. Wilkes in 
a fevere North Briton. On this 
the painter exhibited the caricatura 
of the writer. Mr. Churchill, the 
poet, then engaged in the war, and 
wrote his epittle to Hogarth, not the 
brighteft of his works, and in which 
the feverett ftrokes fell on a defect 
that the painter had neither caufed 
nor could amend—his age; and 
which, however, was neither re- 
markable nor decrepid ; much lefs 
had it impaired his talents, as appears 
ed by his having compofed but fix 
months before one of his moft capi- 
tal works, the fatire on the Method- 
ifts. In revenge for this epittle, 
Hogarth caricatured Churchill, un- 
der the form of a canonical 
bear, with a club and a pot of por- 
ter—et witula tu dignus GS bicm— 
never did two angry men of their 
abilities throw mud with lefs dex- 
terity. 

“At the time thefe hoftilities 
were carrying on in a manner fo 
virulent and difgracetul to all the 

= 4 parties, 
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arties, Mr. Hogarth was vifibly a vomiting, upon which he rung his 
declining in his health. In 1762, he bell with fuch violence that he broke 
complained of an inward pain, which, it, and was found in fuch a con- 
continuing, ae on a general dition that he expired in two hours 
decay that proved incurable. On afterwards. 
the 25th of October 1764, he was ** His diforder was a dropfy in 
conveyed from Chifwick to Leicef- his breaft (the fame that killed Mr 
ter-fields, in a very weak condition, Pope) ; and his corpfe was interred 
yet remarkably chearful; and, re- at Chifwick, where an elegant mau. 
ceiving an agreeable letter from the foleum is erected to his memory 
American Dr, Franklin, drew up a_ with the following infcription, Write 
rough draught of an aniwer to it; ten by his friend Mr. Garrick ; 
but going to bed, he was feized with 


“« Here lieth the body 
Of Wittiam Hocartn, Efq. 
Who died Odtober the 26th, 1764, 
Aged 67 years. 


Farewell, great painter of mankind, 
Who reach’d the nobleft point of art ; 
Whofe pictur’d morals charm the mind, 
And through the eye correct the heart, 
If genius fire thee, reader flay, 
If nature touch thee, drop a tear ; 
If neither move thee, turn away, 
For Hogarth’s honour’d duft lies here.” 


On the other fide are thefe infcriptions ; 


“* Here lieth the body 
Of Dame Judith Thornhill, 
Relict of Sir James Thornhill, knight, 
Of Thornhill in the county of Dorfet. 
She died Nov. 12th, 1757, 
Aged 84 years,” 





ANECDOTE of Dr. FOTHERGILL. 


[From Dr. Hirp's affectionate Tribute to the Memory of the late 
Dr. Joun Fotuercitt.) 


* HE humane reader will places his obligations to him, in4 

feel the fineft fprings of very trying feafon, near to his 
his affections moved, by the follow- heart. F 
ing anecdote given to me byacler- A friend of his, a man 0 
eyman of high rank, who reveres a worthy charaéter, who has at this 


the memory of Dr, Fotheryill, and . time an income of about one ye 











éred pounds a year, church prefer- 
ment, was, in the earlier part of his 
life, feated in London upon a cura- 
cy of fifty pounds per annum, with 
a wife and a numerous family. An 
epidemical difeafe, which was at 
that time prevalent, feized upon his 
wife, and five of his children: in 
this fcene of diftrefs he looked up 
to the doctor for his affiftance, but 
dared not apply to him, from a con- 
fcioufnefs of his being unable to re- 
ward him for his attendance. A 
friend, who knew his fituation, 
kindly offered to accompany him to 
the do¢tor’s, and give him his fee ; 
they took the advantage of his 
hour of audience, and after a de- 
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feription of the feveral cafes, the fee 
was offered, and rejected; but a 


note was taken of his place of refi- 
dence. The doétor called affidu- 
oufly the next, and every fucceeding 
day, till his attendance was no lon- 
get neceflary. The curate, anxious 
to return fome grateful mark of 
the fenfe he entertained of his fer- 
vices, ftrained every nerve to ac 
complifh it; but his aftonifhment 
was not to be defcribed, when, in- 
ftead of receiving the money he of- 
fered, with apologies for his fitua- 
tion, the doctor put ten guineas into 
his hand, defiring him to apply to 
him without diffidence in future 
difficulties.” 












ACCOUNT of Dr. FOTHERGILL’s Inftitution at Ack wort. 


[From the fame Work.) 


K [‘ is now proper that I fhould 

fpeak of the inftitution which 
has lately been eftablifhed at Ack- 
worth, a {mall village in the county 
of York, in a fine healthy fituation, 
aplenuful country, and furrounded 
by all the conveniencies and com- 
forts of life. Of this inftitution Dr. 
Fothergill was the original projec- 
tor; and although it is pe men to 
the fociety of the people called 
Quakers, the great ends which it 
is intended to promote are worthy 
of the doctor, redound to the honour 
of humanity, and of that expanded 
philanthropy, which can ftretch its 
Profpects towards the {fubitantial 
welfare, not only of the prefent, but 
of future generations. In the fhort 


defcription 1 fhall attempt to give of 
the motives from which it originated, 
and its prefent ftate, I will endea- 
vour to be as explicit as poffible, 





“¢ As the charaéter of the future 
man is marked effentially by the im- 
preffions he receives during his ftate 
of childhood, when the mind is of a 
more plaftic and yielding texture, 
and takes its modes of thinking and 
acting from thofe precepts and ex- 
amples which are prefented moft 
ftrikingly before the eye; and far- 
ther, as the whole treafure of our 
future happinefs moft materially de- 
pends upon an early fubjection of 
our wills to habits of a virtuous felf- 
denial, humanity moft certainly be- 
comes ferioufly interefted in pro- 
moting with ardour every rational 
means by which the mind may be 
formed for the general good, rather 
than for the bane and mifchief of 
fociety. 

‘¢ It is this fpecies of an atten- 


tive and guarded education, which, 


J have authority to fay, was an ob- 
ject, 
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jet, wherein the doctor was deeply 


mterefied for many years. He faw, 
with concern, thofe depredations 
which vice and folly were daily 
making in fociety, and was painful- 
ly anxious to prevent them as much 
as poflible,by itriking at the very 
root of the evil. The humanity of 
his mind would have {pread its in- 
fluences over the community at 
large: but, confcious that the at- 
tempt would be truitlefs, he confined 
his hopes within the bounds of his 
own perfuafion, where his influences 
were powerful, and where the wifett 
and beft of his members, nay, I 
may fay, the general bulk of them, 
were very ready to unite in his 
views. 
¢¢ There are many litile eftablith- 
ments amongit that fociety, in va- 
rious parts of the kingdom, for the 
education of youth, and the direction 
of their minds in the bett things ; 
but on invettigating the defign and 
extent of each, he found none fully 
competent to his intentions, It was 
to the children of the poor, and of 
thofe in that ilate of mediocrity, 
which either renders them inatten- 
tive to the education of their off- 
{pring, or difqualities them for af- 
fording them fuch an one as _ they 
wifh, that Dr. Fothergill principally 
directed his views ; as thele torm 
the great bulk of the community, 
ard confequently mutt fpread the 
good or evil of their examples far- 
theft. Yet, notwithitanding this 
reat idea had long prevailed in the 
ettor’s mind, nothing was effectu- 
ally done, until, by one of thofe 
fortunate, or rather providential 
events, on which hangs the fate of 
many great undertakings, the whole 
of his deiign became eafy and prac- 
ticable. On his return trom Che- 
fhire, through Yorkfhire, in the 
year 1778, he did me the tavour of 


DR. FOTHERGILL. 


being my gueft a few days, during 
which time he was Vifited by may 
of his friends in thofe parts. “In one 
of thefe interviews the conversation 
turned on an inflitution at Gilder. 
fome, a finall eftablifhment for the 
education ot poor children amongit 
the foctet y; the Doctor was inquir- 
Ing Into its {tare and management, 
and how far it might ferve as a mo- 
del for a larger undertaking ; a juit 
defeription being given of it, with 
the following remark, that not only 
this, but all others, however lauda- 
ble the motives from which they 
took their rife, mutt fail of fucceis, 
without a contitant fuperintending 
care and unremitting attention to 
the firit great object of the intlitu- 
tion. This idea was exemplitied by 
the then prefent itate of the Found. 
ling Hofpital at Ackworth, which, 
although originating from the mott 
humane principle, and erected ata 
valt expence, was, from repeated in- 
attentions to the firft defign, in dan- 
ger of dilapidation, and ready tor 
public fale. This relation ttruck 
the Doctor forcibly; * Why may 
not this,’ faid he, § ferve the very 
purpofe I am in purfuit of ? To 
be fhort, the building, and an eftate 
of 80 acres of land, were purchaled, 
improved, and furnithed by fubterip- 
tion, The Doctor fet a generous 
example by his own contribution, 
and an endowment by his willia 
perpetuity. 

“There are now above three 
hundred children of both fexes uader 
the roof, furnifhed with all the nee 
ceflary conveniences and comforts of 
lite, properly clothed, and educated 
in every branch of knowledge furta 
ble for the {lation in which it Is pre- 
fumed they may be placed. And to 


the fatisfaction of every benevolent 
heart, it may be tryly taid, that “ 
inttitution js at preicnt in a Pie 

flousila ag 











flonrithing ftate, fully anfwering the 
defigns of its founders ; being con- 
duéted under the care of a number 
of chofen guardians of ability, and 
of an exemplary conduct, with an 
exactnefs of order, decency, and 
propriety, extremely ftriking, and 
perfectly pleafing toall who have vi- 
fited it, though not of the fame fu- 
ciety. —The children are taught ha- 
bits of regularity, of decency, of 
refpectful fubordination to their fu- 
periors; of forbearance, affection, 
and kindnefs towards each other ; 
and of religious reverence towards 
their Maker; and, I may further 
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add, thofe habits of filence and re- 
collection, taught and praétifed in 
the ancient fchools of philofophy, 
inculeated in the fcriprures, and 
moit emphatically called ¢ the true 
door of entrance into the fchool of 
wifdom.” 

A life of Dr. Fothergill hath been 
— by Dr. Elliot, to his col- 
ection of the Dottor’s medical and 
philofophical works; but as a more 
full account of him is expected from 
Dr. Letfome, we fhall wait for the 
appearance of the laft gentleman's 
publication. 





The completion of Dr. Jounson’s incomparable Lives of the Englith 
Poets, hath eminently added to the biographical materials of the prefent 
years But as this work muft already have been feen by, perhaps, the 

reater number of our readers, we fhall not be fo large in our extracts from 


it, as we fhould otherwife have withed. 


Were we, however, not to give 


fome {pecimens of fo valuable and. interefting a performance, we fhould 
not do juitice either to the New Annuat Recisrer, or to the Pusxic, 


CHARACTER OF MR. ADDISON. 


[From Dr. Jonnson’s Lives of the Englifh Poets.] 


6 F his virtue it is a fufficient 


teflimony, that the refent- 
ment of party has tranfmitted no 
charge of any crime. He was not 
one of thofe who are praifed only af- 
ter death : for his merit was fo gene- 
rally acknowledged, that Swift, hav- 
ing obterved that his election pafled 
without a conteft, adds, that if he 
had propofed himfelf for king, he 
would hardly have been refufed. 

** His zeal for his party did not 
extinguith his kindnefs for the merit 
of his opponents : when he was fecre- 
tary in Ireland, he refufed to inter 
_ Bit his acquaintance with Swift. 


«¢ Of his habits, or external man- 
ners, nothing is fo often mentioned 
as that timorous or fullen taciturnity, 
which his friends called modefty by 
too mild a name. Stecle mentions 
with great tendernefs, * that remark- 
able bafhfulnefs which is a cloak 
that hides and muffles merit;’ and 
tells us, that * his abilities were co- 
vered only by modeity, which dou- 
bles the beauties which are feen, and 
pives credit and efteem to all that 
are conccaled.’ Cheflerfield affirms, 
that * Addifon was the moft timo- 
rous and aukward man that he ever 
faw.’ And Addifon, fpeaking of his 
own deficience in converfation, ulcd 
to 
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to fay of himfelf, that with refpect 

to intellectual wealth, * he could 

draw bills for a thoufand pounds, 

though he had not a guinea in his 
ket.’ 

*¢ That he wanted current coin 
for ready payment, and by that want 
was often obftructed and diftreffed ; 
that he was imprefled by an impro- 
per and ungraceful timidity, every 
teftimony concurs to prove; but 
Chefterfield’s reprefentation is doubt- 
lefs hyperbolical. That man can- 
not be fuppofed very unexpert in the 
arts of converfation and practice of 
life, who, without fortune or alli- 
ance, by his ufefulnefs and dexte- 
rity, became fecretary of flate ; and 
who died at forty-feven, after hav- 
ing not only ttood long in the high- 
eft rank of wit and literature, but 
filled one of the moft important 
Offices of ftate. 

*¢ The time in which he lived had 
yeafon to lament his obftinacy of ti- 
lence ; * for he was,’ fays Stecle, 
* above all men in that talent called 
humour, and enjoyed it in fuch per- 
fection, that I have often reflected, 
after a night fpent with him apart 
trom all the world, that I had had 
the pleafure of converfing with an 
intimate acquaintance of ‘Terence 
and Catullus, who had all their wit 
and nature, heightened with humour 
more exquifite and delightful than 
any other man ever pofletled.’ This 
is the fondnefs of a triend; lect us 
hear what is told us by a rival, 
* Addifon’s converfation,’ — fays 
Pope, * had fomething in it more 
charming than I have found in any 
otherman. But this was only when 
familiar: before ttrangers, or per- 
haps a fingle itranger, he preterved 
his dignity by a ttiff filence.’ 

‘¢ This modetty was by no means 
inconfiftent with a very high opi- 
nion of his own merit. He demand- 
ed to be the firit name in modern 
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wit; and, with Steele to echo him 
ufed to depreciate Dryden, whom 
Pope and Congreve defended againgt 
them. There is no reafon to doubt 
that he fuffered too much pain from 
the prevalence of Pope’s poetical re. 
putation ; nor is it without ftron 
reafon fufpected that by fome difin. 
genuous acts he endeavoured to ob. 
ftruct it: Pope was not the only man 
whom he infiduoufly injured, though 
the only man of whom he could be 
afraid. 

“ His own powers were fuch as 
might have fatisfied him with con- 
{cious excellence. Of very extenfive 
learning he has indeed given no 
proots. He feems to have had fimall 
acquaintance with the feiences, and 
to have read little except Latin and 
French ; but of the Latin poets his 
Dialogues on Medals fhew that he 
had purtued their works with great di- 
ligence and fkill. ‘The abundance 
ot his own mind left him little need 
of adventitious fentiments; his wit 
always could fuggeft what the oc- 
cafion demanded. He had read 
with critical eyes the important vo- 
lume of human lite, and knew the 
heart of man trom the depths of ftra- 
tagem to the furtace of affectation. 

‘¢ What he knew he could eafily 
communicate. * This,’ fays Steele, 
‘ was particular in this writer, that, 
when he had taken his refolution, or 
made his plan tor what he defigned 
to write, he would walk abouta room, 
and dictate it into language with a3 
much freedom and cate as any one 
could write it down, and attend to 
the coherence and grammar of what 
he dittated.’ 

‘** Pope, who can be lefs fufpected 
of favouring his memory, declares 
that he wrote very fluently, but was 
flow and ferupulous in correcting j 
that many of his Spectators were 
written very fait, and fent immedi- 


atcly to the prefs ; and that it feemed 








to be for his advantage not to have 
time for much revifal. 

‘6 He would alter” fays Pope, 
“* any thing to pleafe his friends, be- 
fore publication ; but would not re- 
touch his pieces afterwards: and [ 
believe not one word in Cato, to 
which I made an objection, was fuf- 
fered to ftand.” 

“© The laft line of Cato is Pope’s, 
having been originally written, 

«© And, Oh ! ’twas this that ended 

Cato’s life. 

Pope might have made more objec- 
tions to the fix concluding lines. In 
the firft couplet the words ‘ from 
hence’ are improper ; andthe fecond 
line is taken trom Dryden’s Virgil. 
Of the next couplet, the firlt verte 
being included in the fecond is there- 
fore ufelefs ; and in the third difcord 
is made to produce itrife. 

‘* Of the courfe of Addifon’s fa- 
miliar day, betore his marriage, 
Pope has given a detail. He had in 
the houfe with him Budgell, and 
perhaps Philips. His chief compani- 
ons were Steele, Budgell, Philips, 
Carey, Davenant, and colonel Brett. 
With one or other of thefe he al- 
ways breakfatted. He ftudied all 
morning ; then dined at a tavern, 
aid went afterwards to Button’s. 

*¢ Button had been a fervant in the 
countefs of Warwick’s family, who, 
Under the patronage of Addifon, 
kept a coflee-houfe on the fouth-fide 
of Ruffel-ftreer, about two doors 
from Covent-garden. Here it was 
that the wits of thar time ufed to af- 
temble. It is faid, that when Addi- 
fon had fuffered any vexation from 
the countefs, he withdrew the com- 
pany trom Button’s houfe. 

‘* From the coffee-houfe he went 
again to atavern, where he often fat 
late, and drank too much wine. 
In the bottle, difcontent feeks for 
comfort, cowardice tor courage, and 
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bafhfulnefs for confidence. It is not 
unlikely that Addifon was firit fedu- 
ced to excefs by the manumiffion 
which he obtained from the fervile 
timidity of his fober hours. He that 
feels oppreilion from the prefence of 
thofe to whom he knows himfelf fu- 
perior, will defire to fet loofe his 
powers of converfation ; and who, 
that ever afked fuccour from Bac- 
chus, was able to preférve himfelf 
from being enflaved by his auxi- 
liary ? 

‘¢ Among thofe friends it was that 
Addifon difplayed the elegance of 
his colloquial accomplifhments, 
which may eafily be fuppofed fuch 
as Pope reprefents them. The re- 
mark of Mandeville, who, when he 
had paffed an evening in his compa- 
ny, declared that he was a parfon in 
a tye wig, can detract little from 
his character ; he was always referv- 
ed to ftrangers, and was not incited 
to uncommon freedom by a charac- 
ter like that of Mandeville. 

“ From any minute knowledge of 
his familiar mannera, the interven- 
tion of fixty years has now debarred 
us. Steele once promifed Congreve 
and the public a complete defeription 
of his character ; but the promifes 
of authors are like the vows of lo- 
vers. Stecle thought no more or 
his defign, or thought on it with 
anxiety that at laft difgufted him, 
and lett his friend in the hands of 
Tickell. 

‘¢ His works will fupply fome in- 
formation. It appears trom his va- 
rious pictures of the world, that, 
with all his bafhtulnefs, he had con- 
verfed with many diftinct claffes of 
men, had furveyed their ways with 
very diligent obfervation, and mark- 
ed with great acutenefs the effects of 
different modes of life. He was a 
man in whofe prefence nothing re- 


prehenfible was out of danger ; 
quick 
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quick in difterning whatever was 
wrong or ridiculous, and not unwil- 
ling to expofe it. * I here are,’ fays 
Steele, ‘in his writings many ob- 
Tique ftrokes upon fome of the witti- 
eft men of the age.’ His delight was 
more to excite merriment than de- 
teftation, and he deteéts follies rather 
than crimes. 

“* If any judement be made, from 
his books, ot his moral character, 
nothing will be tound but purity 
and excellence. Knowledge ot man- 
hind indeed, lefs extenfive than that 
of Addifon, will thew that to write 
and to live are very different. Many 
who praite virtue do no more than 
praifeit. Yet it ts reafonable to be- 
lieve that Addifon’s gu eoag and 
practice were at no great vari- 
ance, fince, amidit that ftorm of 
faction in which mott of his lite was 
pafled, though his ftation made him 
con{picuous, and his activity made 


him formidable, the character giv en 
him by his friends was never contra- 
dicted by his enemies: of thofe with 


whom interett opinion united 
hin, he had not only the efteem but 


MR. ADDISON, 


the kindnefs ;_ and of others, whom 
the violence ot oppofition drove 
againft him, though he might lofe 
the love, he retained the reverence, 
‘* It is juftly obferved by ‘Tickell, 
that he employed wit on the fide a 
virtue and religion. He not op! 
made the proper ufe of wit himfelf, 
but taught it to others ; ‘and trees 
his time it has been gener: lly fub- 
fervient to the caufe of reafon and 
of truth. He has diflipated the pre- 
judice that had long connected y "ale 
ety with vice, and eafinefs of man- 
ners with laxity of principles, He 
has retiored virtue to its dignity, and 
taught innocence not to be athamed, 
This 13 an elevation of literary cha- 
racter, above all Greck, above all 
Roman famee No greater telicity 
can genius attain than that of having 
purified intellectual pleafure, fepa- 
rated mirth from indecency, and 
wit from licentioufnefs; of having 
taught a fuccetlion of writers to bring 
elegance and gaiety to the aid of 
voodnets ; and, if I may ufe expref- 
tions yet more awful, of , having 
turned many tor: ighteoufn fs.” 





LIFE OF 


TICK ELL 


[From the fame Work.] 


HOMAS TICKFELL, the 

fon of the reverend Rich- 
ard Tickell, was born in 1686, at 
Syridekirk, in Cumberland; and in 
April, 1701, became a member of 
Queen’s College, in Oxtord; in 
I 7o8 he was made Mafter of Arts: : 
and two years atterwards was c wre 
Fellow ; for which, as he did pot 
comply ‘with the itatutes by taking 
orders, he obtained a difpent {ation 
trem the crown. He held his fel- 


lowhhip till 1726, and then vacated 
it, by marrying, in that year, at 
Dublin. 

“© ‘Tickell was not one of thofe 
fcholars who wear away their lives 
in clofets ; he entered carly into the 
world, and was long bufy in public 
affairs; in which he was initiated 
under the patronage of Addifon, 
whofe notice he is faid to have 
gained by his verfes in praife of 
Rotumond. ; 

To 








« To thofe verfes it would not 
have been juit to deny regaid 5 for 
they contain fome of the mott ele- 

ant encomiattic ftrains ; and, a- 
mong the innumerable poeins of 
the {ame kind, it will be hard to 
fnd one with which they need to 
fear a comparifon. It may deferve 
obfervation, that when Pope wrote 
long afterwards in praife of Addifon, 
he has copied, at Ieait has refem- 
bled, ‘Lickell. 


« Let joy falute fair Rofamonda’s 
fhade, 
And wreaths of myrtle crown the love- 
ly maid, 
While now perhaps with Dido's ghoft fhe 


roves, 


And hears and tells the ftory of their 
loves, 

Alike they mourn, alike they blefs their 
fate, e 


Since love, Which made them wretched, 
made them great ; 
Nor longer that relenticfs doom bemoan, 
Which gain’d a Virgil and an Addifon. 
Ticket. 
“ Then future ages with delight fhall fee 
How Plato's, Bacon’s, Newton's looks 
agree 5 
Or in fair feries laurel’d bards be fhown, 
A Virgil there, and here an Addifon. 
Porr. 

** He produced another piece of 
the fame kind at the appearance of 
Cato, with equal fkill, but not 
equal happinefs. 

When the minifters of queen 
Anne were negotiating with France, 
Tickell publithed * The Profpect of 
Peace,’ a poem, of which the ten- 
dency was to reclaim the nation 
trom the pride of conqueit to the 
pleafures of tranquillity. How far 
Tickell, whom Swift afterwards 
mentioned as Whiggiffimus, had 
then conneéted himtelf with any 
party, | know not : this poem cer- 
tainly did not flatter the practices, or 
Promote the opinions, of the men 
by whom he was afterwards be» 
theaded, 
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‘* Mr. Addifon, however he hated 
the men then in power, fuffered his 
friendfhip to prevail over his public 
fpirit, and gave in the Spectator 
fnch praifes ot Ticke}l’s poem, that 
when, after having long wifhed to 
perufe it, I laid hold on it at laf, 
J thought it unequal to the honours 
which it had received, and found it 
a piece to be approved rather than 
admired, But the hope eacited by 
a work of genius, being general and 
indefinite, is rarely gratified. It wag 
read at that time with fo much fa- 
vour, that fix editions were fold, 

*¢ At the arrivalof hing George, 
he fung * The Royal Progrefs ;’ 
which being inferted in the Spec- 
tator is well known, and of which 
it is juft to fay that it is neither 
high nor low. 

*¢ The poetical incident of mott 
importance in ‘Tickell’s life, was his 
publication of the firft book of the 
Iliad, as tranflated by himfelf, in 
apparent oppotition to Pope’s Ho- 
mer, of which the firit part made 
its entrance into the world at the 
fame time. 

** Addifon declared that the rival 
verfions were both good; but that 
Tickell’s was the bett that ever was 
made, and with Addifon the wits, 
his adherents and followers, were 
certain to concur. Pope does not 
appear to have been much difmay- 
ed; ‘ for,’ fays he, * I have the 
the town, that is, the mob, on my 
fide,’ But he remarks, that ¢ it is 
common for the fmaller party to 
make up in diligence what they 
want in numbers ; he appeals to the 
people as his proper judges; and if 
they are not inclined to condemn 
him, he is in little care arout the 
high flyers at Burton’s.’ 

« Pope did not long think Ad- 
difon an impartial judye; for he 
confidered him as the writer of 
'Tickell’s verfion. The reafons for 
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(48] 
his fufpicion I will literally tranf- 
cribe from Mr. Spence’s Collection. 
¢¢ There had been a coldnefs be- 
tween Mr. Addifon and me for fome 
time : and we had not been in com- 
pany together, for a good while, 
any where but at Button’s coffee- 
houfe, where I ufed to fee him al- 
moft every day. On his meeting 
me there, one day in particular, he 
took me afide, and faid he fhould be 
glad to dine with me, at fuch a 
tavern, if I ftaid till thofe people 
were gone (Budgell and Philips). 
We went accordingly ; and after 
dinner Mr. Addifon faid, * What 
he had wanted for fome time to talk 
with me; that his friend Tickell 
had formerly, whilft at Oxford, 
tranflated the firft book of the Iliad; 
that he defigned to print it, and had 
defired him to look it over; that 
he muft therefore beg that I would 
not defire him to look over my firft 
book, becaufe, if he did, it would 
have the air of double-dealing.’ I 
affured him that I did not at all take 
it ill of Mr. Tickell that he was 
going to publifh his tranflation; 
that he certainly had as much right 
to tranflate any author as myfelf ; 
and that publifhing both was enter- 
ing on a fair ftage. I then added, 
that I would not defire him to look 
over my firft book of the Iliad, be- 
eaufe he had looked over Mr. Tic- 
kell’s; but could wifh to have the 
benefit of his obfervations on m 
fecond, which I had then finifhed, 
and which Mr. Tickell had not 
touched upon. Accordingly I fent 
him the fecond book the next morn- 
ing; and Mr. Addifon a few days 
after returned it, with very high 
commendations. Soon after it was 
generally known that Mr. Tickell 
was putlifhing the firft book of the 
Riad, | met Dr. Young in the ftreet ; 
and, upon our falling into that fub- 
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ject, the door etpreifed oreat 
deal of furprize at Tickell’s havin 

had fuch a tranilation fo long by 
him. He faid, that it was incon. 
ceivable to him, and that there my¢ 
be fome miftake in the matter : that 
each ufed to communicate to the 
other whatever verfes they Wrote, 
even to the leaft things; that Tic. 
kell could not have been bufied in fo 
long a work there, without his know- 
ing fomething of the matter ; and 
that he had never heard a fingle 
word of it ull on this occafion. This 
furprize of Dr. Young, together 
with what Steele has faid againtt 
Tickell in relation to this affair, 
make it highly probable that there 
was fome underhand dealing in that 
bufinefs ; and indeed ‘lickell him- 
felt, who is a very fair worthy man, 
has fince in a manner, as good as 
owned it to me. Mr, Pope.—({Whea 
it was introduced into a converfa- 
tion between Mr. Tickell and Mr, 
Pope by a third perfon, Tickell did 
not deny it; which, confidering 
his honour and zeal for his departed 
friend, wasthe fame as owning it.) 

‘‘ Upon thefe futpicions, with 
which Dr. Warburtoa hints that 
other circumfances concurred, Pope 
always in his Art of Sinking quotes 
this book as the work of Addifon. 

“© To compare the two tranila- 
tions would be tedious ; the palm i 
now given univerfally to Pope; but 
I think the firft lines of Tickell’s 
were rather to be preferred, and 
Pope feems to have borrowed ~poagpl 
thing trom them in the correction of 
his own. AL 

‘«¢ When the Hanover tuccethon 
was difputed, Tickell gave what 
aflifance his pen would fupply- 
His * Letter to Avignon’ ftands 
high among party-poems; It © 
prefles contempt without coarienets, 


and fuperiority without — 








It had the fuccefs which it defetved, 
being five times printed. , 

«‘ He was now intimately united 
to Mr. Addifon, who, when he 
went into Ireland as fecretary to the 
lord Sunderland, took him thither, 
andemployed him in public bufi- 
nefs; and when (1717) afterwards 
he rofe to be fecretary of ftate, made 
himunder-fecretary. Their friend- 
fhip feems to have continued with- 
out abatement ; for when Addifon 
died, he left him the charge of pub- 
lifhing his works, with a folemn re- 
commendation to the patronage of 
Craggs. 

“ To thefe works he prefixed an 
elegy on the author, which could 
owe none of its beauties to the af- 
fitance which might be fufpected to 
have ftrengthened or embellifhed 
hisearlier compofitions’; but neither 
he nor Addifon ever produced no- 
bler lines than are contained in the 
third and fourth paragraphs, nor 
isa more fublime or more elegant 
funeral poem to be found in the 
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whole compafs of Englith literature. 

** He was afterwards (about 1725) 
made fecretary to the Lords Jultices 
of Ireland, a place of great honour ; 
in which he continued till 1740, 
when he died on the 23d of April at 
Bath. 

“Of the poems yet unmentioned 
the longeft is Kenfington Gardens, 
of which the verfification is fmooth 
and elegant, but the fiction unfkil- 
fully compounded of Grecian Dei- 
ties and Gothic Fairies. Neither 
fpecies of thofe exploded beings 
could have done much, and when 
they are brought together, they on¢ 
ly make each other contemptible. 
To Tickell, however, cannot be re- 
fufed a high place among the minor 
poets; nor fhould it be forgotten 
that he was one of the contributors 
to the Spectator. With refpect to 
his perfonal character, he is faid to 
have been a man of gay converfa- 
tion, at leaft a temperate lover of 
wine and company, and in his do- 
meftic relations without cenfure. 





Some Particulars concerning Mr. POPE’s Domeftic Habits and 
Character. 


[From the fame Work. ] 


bie E perfon of Pope is well 


known not to have been form- 

ed by the niceft model. He has, in 
his account of the Little C lub, com- 
pared himfelf to a fpider, and is de- 
{eribed as protuberant behind and be- 
fore. He is faid to have been beau- 
tiful in his intancy ; but he was of 
4 conttitution originally feeble and 
Weak; and as bodies of a tender 
ame are eafily diltorted, his defor- 
mity Was probably in part the etfect 
ofhis application, His ftature was 
fo low, that, to bring him to a level 

1781 


with common tables, it was necef- 
fary ro raife his feat. But his face 
was not difplealing, and his eyes 
were animated and vivid. 

‘¢ By natural deformity, or acci- 
dental diftortion, his vital functions 
were fo much difordered, that his 
life was a long difeafe. His mott 
frequent affailant was the head- 
ach, which he ufed to relieve by in- 
haling the fteam of coffee, which he 
very trequently required. 

‘6 Moitof what can be told concer- 
ning his petty peculiarities was com- 

municated 
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municated by a female domeflick of 
the Barl of Oxford, who knew him 
perhaps after the middle of lite. He 
was then fo weak as to ftand in per- 
petual need of female attendance ; 
extremely fenlible of cold, fo that he 
wore a kind of fur doublet, under a 
fhirt of very coarfe warm linen with 
fine fleeves. When he rofe, he was 
inveited in boddice made of {tiff can- 
vais, being fearcely able to hold him- 
felf erect ull they were laced, and he 
then put on a flannel waiitcoar. 
One fide was contracted. His legs 
were fo flender, that he enlarged 
their bulk with three pair of ftock- 
ings, which were drawn on and 
oft by the maid; for he was not 
able to drefs or undrefs himfelf, 
and neither went to bed nor rofe 
without help. His weaknefs made 
it very diflicult for him to be clean. 

‘* fis hair had fallen almoft all 
away; and he ufed to dine fometimes 
with Lord Oxtord, privately, in a 
velvet cap. His dreis of ceremony 
was black, with a tye-wig, and a lit- 
tle {vi ord. 

‘* "The indulgence and accommo- 
ation which his ficknefs required, 
had taught himall the unpleating and 
unfocial qualities of a valetudin ry 
man. Tle expecied that every thing 
fhould give way to his eafe or hu- 
mour: as a child, whof parents will 
not hear her cry, has unrefitting 
Cominion in the nurfery. 

C'ef que Venfant toijours eff homene. 
Cech que Phomme eff toijours enfant. 
When he wanted to fleep, he nodded 
in company, and once flumbered at 


his own table, while the Prince of 


Wales was talking of poetry. 

«The reputation which his friend- 
fhip gave, procured him many invi- 
tations ; but he was a very trouble- 
fome inmate. He brought no fer- 
vant, and had fo many wants, that 
a numerous attendance was fearcely 


able to fupply them. Wherever he 
was, he lett no room for another, 
becaufe he exacted the attention and 
employed the activity of the whole 
fannily. His meet Were fo tre. 
quent and trivolous, that the foot. 
inen in time avoided and neglected 
him; and the Earl of Oxford dif. 
charged fome of the fervants for 
their refolute retufal of his meffa 
The maids, when they had negle¢ 
their bufineds, alledged that they had 
been employed by Mr. Pope. "One 
of his conttant demands was of coffee 
in the night, and to the woman that 
waited on him in his chamber he was 
very burthenfome ; but he was care- 
ful to recompentfe her want of fleep ; 
and Lord Oxtord’s fervant declared, 
that in a houfe where her bufinefs 
was to antwer his call, fhe would not 
alk for wagese 

‘© He had another fault, eafily in- 
cident to thofe who, fuffering much 
pain, think themfelves entitled 
whatever pleafures they can fpatch, 
tie was too indulgent to his appe- 
tite; he loved meat highly feafoned 
and ot ftrong tafie ; and, at the in- 
cervals of the table, amufed hintel 
with bilcuits and dry conferves, it 
he fat down to a variety of dithes, be 
would opprets his ftomach with repie- 
tion, and though he feemed angry 
when a dram was offered him, 
not forbear to drink it. His triencs, 
who knew the avenues to his heart, 
pampered him with prefents ot a 
urv, which he did not fuffer to Stand 
neglected. The death of great men 
1s | not alwavs proportioned to tae 
luitre of their lives. Hanmibal, fays 
Juvenal, did not perth by a javeuin 
nor a fword ; the flaughters of ba 
na were revenged by a ring. Tae 


death of Pope was imputed by tome 
= . . ; - - {i re -! 
of his friends to a filver fauccpaa 
. . . ahee » x01 4 
which it was his delight to heat} 
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« That he loved too well toeat, is 
certain ; but that his feniualicy thort- 
ened his life will not be haitily con- 
cluded, when it is remembered that 
a conformation fo irregular laged fix 
and filty years, notwithitanding fuch 
pertinacious diligence of itudy and 
meditation. 
~ «In all his intercourfe with man- 
kind, he had, great delight in arti- 
fice, and endeavoured to attain all 
his purpofes by indirect and unfuf- 
pected methods, He hardly drank 
tea without a firatagem. If, at the 
houfe of his friends, he wanted any 
accommodation, he was not willing 
toaik for itin plain terms, but would 
mention it remotely, as fomecthing 
convenient; though, when it was 
procured, he foon made it appear for 
whofe fake it had been recommend- 
ed. Thus he tcized Lord Orrery 
till he obtained a fcreen. He prac- 
tifed his arts on fuch {mall oceations, 
that Lady Bolingbroke ufed to fay, 
ina French phrafe, that he plaid the 
politician about cabbages and turnips. 
His unjuftifiable impreflion of the 
Patriot King, as it can be imputed 
tono particular motive, mutt have 
proceeded fiom his general habit of 
fecrecy and cunning : he caught an 
Opportunity of a fly trick, and pleafed 
limfelf with the thought of outwit- 
ting Bolingbroke. 

* In familiar or convivial conver- 
fation, it does not appear that he ex- 
celled, He may be faid to have re- 
fembled Dryden, as being not one 
that was diftinguifhed by vivacity in 
company. Itis remarkable, that, fo 
near his time, fo much fhould be 
known of what he has written, and 
fo little of what he has faid: tradi- 
tional memory retains no fallies of 

nillery, nor fentences of obferva- 
tion; nothing either pointed or fo- 
lid, either wife or merry. Qne 
apophthegm only {tands upon record. 


OF POPE. (s1] 


When an objection raifed againft his 
inigrip ton for Shakfpe ire was de- 
fended by the authority of Patrick, 
he replicd—/errefeo refereni—that he 
would allow the publiher of a Dic- 
tionary to know the meaning of a 
finyle word, but- not of two words 
put together. 

‘© tie was fretful, and eafily dif- 
plealed, and allowed himfelf to be 
capricioufly refentful. He would 
fometimes leave Lord Oxford filent- 
ly, no one could tell why, and was to 
be courted back by more letters 
and meflages than the footmen were 
willing to carry. ‘he table was in- 
deed infeiled by Lady Mary Wort- 
ley, who was the friend of Lady Ox- 
ford, and who, knowing his peevifh- 
nefs, could by no intreaties be re- 
itrained trom contradicting him, al 
their difputes were tharpened to fuch 
alperity, that one or the other quite 
ted the houfe. 

‘¢ He fometimes condelcended to 
be jocular with fervants or inferiors ; 
but by no merriment, either of others 
or his own, was he ever feen excited 
to laughter. 

‘s Of his domeftic character, fru- 
gality was a part eminently remark- 
able. Having determined not to be 
dependent, he cetermined not to 
be in want, and therefore wifely 
and magnanimoufly rejected all 
temptations to expence unfuitable te 
his fortune. This general care muft 
be univerfally approved; but it 
fometimes appeared in petty artifices 
of parfimony, fuch as the practice of 
writing his compolitions on the back 
of letters, as may be feen in the re- 
maining copy of the liad, by which 
perhaps in five years five thillings 
were faved; or in a niggardly recep= 
tion of his friends, and fcan:inefs of 
entertainment, as, when he hadtwo 
gueits in his houte, he would fet at 
fupper a fingle pint upon the table ; 
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[2] ANECDOTES OF POPE, 


and having himfelf taken two fimall 
glafles would retire, and fay, gen- 
tlemen, I leave you to your wine. 
Yet hetells his friends, that he has 
a heart for all, a houfe for all, and, 
whatever they may think, a fortune 
for all. 

‘© He fometimes, however, made 
a fplendid dinner, and is faid to have 
wanted no part of the fkill or ele- 
gance which fuch performances re- 

uire. That this maguificence fhould 
be often difplayed, that obftinate 

rudence with which he conducted 
his affairs would not permit; for his 
revenue, certain and cafual, amount- 
ed only to about eight hundred 
pounds a year, of which however he 
declares himfelf able to affign one 
hundred to charity. 

** Of this fortune, which, as it 
arofe from public approbation, was 
very honourably obtained, his ima- 
gination {cems to have been too full: 
it would be hard to find a man, fo 
well entitled to notice by his wit, 
that ever delighted fo much in talk- 
ing of his money. In his letters, 
and in his poems, his garden and his 
grotto, his quincunx and his vines, 
or fome hints of his opulence, are 
always tobe found. The great to- 
pic of his ridicule is poverty ; the 
erimes with which he reproaches his 
antagonifts are their debts, their ha- 
bitation inthe Mint, andtheir want 
of a dinner. He feems to be of an 
Opinion not very uncommon in the 
world, that to want money ts to want 
every thing. 

** Next to the pleafure of con- 


templating his poffeffions, feems to 
be that of enumerating the men of 
high rank with whom he was ace 
quainted, and whofe notice he loud. 
ly proclaims not to have been ob- 
tained by any practices of meannefs 
or fervility ; a boaft which was ne 
ver denied to be true, and to which 
very few poets have ever afpired, 
Pope never fet his genius to fale: 
he never flattered that whom he did 
not love, or praifed thofe whom he 
did not efteem. Savage however re. 
marked, that he began alittle to re- 
lax his dignity when he wrotea dif. 
tich for his highnefs’s dog. 

‘¢ His admiration of the 
feems to have increafed in the ad- 
vance of life. He paffed over 
and ftatefmen to inicribe his Ihadto 
Congreve, with a magnanimity of 
which the praife had been complete, 
had his friend’s virtue been equal to 
his wit. Why he was chofen for fo 
great an honour, it is not now pof- 
fible to know ; there is no trace in 
literary hiftory of any particular in- 
timacy between them; nor does the 
name of Congreve appear in the let- 
ters. To his latter works, however, 
he took care to annex names difni- 
fied with titles, but was not very 
happy in his choice; for, except 
lord Bathurit, none of his noble 
friends were fuch as that a good man 
would with to have his intimacy with 
them known to pofterity : be can de- 
rive little honour trom the notice of 
Cobham, Burlington, or Boling: 
broke.” 


INTELLECTU AL CHARACTER of Mr. POPE. 


[From the fame Work. ]} 


prompt and intuitive perception of 
confonance and propriety. He's 


immediately, of his own we 4 
ti@Ps 


$e ("his intelle€tual character, 
the con{tituent and funda- 


mental principle was good fenfe, a 
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tions, what was to be chofen, and 
what to be rejected; and, in the 
works ot others, what was to be 
fhunned, and what was to be co- 
pied. , 

“ But good fenfe alone is a fe- 
date and quiefcent quality. which 
manages its pofleifions well, but does 
not increafe them; it collects few 
materials for its own operations, and 
preferves fafety, but never gains fu- 
premacy. Pope had likewife ge- 
nius; a mind active, ambitious, and 
adventurous, always invettigating, 
always afpiring; in its widett 
fearches ftill longing to go forward, 
inits higheil flights {till withing to 
be higher; always imagining fome- 
thing greater than it knows, always 
endeavouring more than it can do. 

“ To affitt thefe powers, he is 
frid to have had great ftrength and 
exactuefs of memory. That which 
he had heard or read was not eafily 
loft; and he had before him not on- 
ly what his own meditation fuggett- 
ed, but what he had found in other 
writers that might be accommodated 
to his prefent purpofe. 

** Thefe benefits of nature he im- 
proved by inceffant and unwearied 
diligence ; he had recourfe to every 
fource of intelligence, and loft no 
opportunity of information; he con- 
fulted the living as well as the dead; 
he read his compofitions to his 
friends, and was never content with 
mediocrity when excellence could be 
attained. He confidered poctry as 
the bufinefs of his life, and however 

might feem to lament his occur 
pation, he followed it with conttan- 
cy; to make verfes was his firft la- 
bour, and to mend them was his 


f. 


“‘ From his attention to poetry 
*was never diverted. If conver- 
fation offered anv thing that could 
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be improved, he committed it to pa* 
per; it a thought, or perhaps an 
expreffion more happy than was 
common rofe to his mind, he was 
careful to write it; an independent 
diftich was preferved for an oppor- 
tunity of infertion, and fome little 
fragments have been found contain- 
ing lines, or parts of lines, td be 
wrought upon at fome other time, 

‘* He was one of thofe few whofe 
labour is their pleafure: he was nes 
ver elevated to negligence, nor wea 
ried to impatience; he never paffed 
a fault unamended by indifference, 
nor quitted it by defpair. He la- 
boured his works firft to gain repu- 
tation, and afterwards to keep it. 

** Of compofition there are diffe- 
rent methods. Some employ at 
once memory and invention, and, 
with little intermediate uie of the 
pen, form and polith large maffes by 
continued meditation, and write 
their productions only when, in 
their own opinion, they have com- 
pleted them. It is related of Vir- 
gil, that his cuflom was to pour out 
a great number of verfes in the mor 
ning, and pafs the day in retrenche 
ing exuberances and  corre¢ting 
inaccuracies. The method of 
Pope, as may be collected trom his 
tranilation, was to write his firft 
thoughts in his firft words, and gra- 
dually to, amplify, decorate, rectify, 
and refine them. 

‘6 With fuch faculties, and fuch 
difpofitions, he excelled every other 
writer in poetical prudence; he 
wrote in fuch a manner as might 
expofe him to few hazards He 
ufed almoit always the fame fabric 
of veyfe; and, indeed, by thofe few 
eflays which he made of any other, 
he did not enlarge his reputation. 
Of this uniformity the certain con- 
fequence was readinefs and dexte- 
D 3 rity, 
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rity. By perpetual practice, lan- 
guage had in his mind a fy{temati- 
cal arrangement: having always the 
fame ufe for words, he had words 
fo felected and combined as to be 
ready at his call, This increafe of 
facility he conteffed himfelt to have 
perceived in the progrefs of his tranf- 
lation. 

“© But what was yet of more im- 

riance, his effufions were always 
voluntary, and his fubjeéts chofen 
by himfelf. His independence fe- 
cured him from drudging at a tak, 
and labouring upon a barren topic: 
he never exchanged praife for mo- 
ney, nor opened a fhop of condol- 
ence or congratulation. His poems, 
therefore, were fcarcely ever tempo- 
rary. He fuffered coronanions and 
royal marriages to pafs without a 
fong, and derived no opportunities 
from recent events, or popularity 


from the accidental difpofition of 


his readers. He was never reduced 
to the ne¢effity of foliciting the fun 
to fhine upon a birth-day, of calling 
theGraces and Virtues to a wedding, 
or of faying what multitudes “have 
{nid betore him. When he could 
produce nothing new, he was at Ii- 
berty to be filent. 

‘* His publications were for the 
fame reafon never hafty. He is 
faid to have fent nothing to the prefs 
till it had lain two years under his 
infpection: it js at leaft certain that 
he ventured nothing without nice 
examination. He fuffered the tte 
multof imagination to fubfide, and 
the novelties of invention to grow 
familiar, He knew thar the mind 
is always ¢namoured of its own pro- 
ductions, and did not truft his firtt 
fondnefs. He confulted his friends, 
and Hiftened with gréat willingyels to 
criticifm ; and, what was of more 
importance, he “confulted himfelf, 
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and let nothing pafs againft his own 
judgment. 

_** He profeffed to have learned 
his ‘poetry from Dryden, whom, 
whenever an opportunity was pre- 
fenied, he praifed through his whole 
life with unvaried liberality ; and 
perhaps his character may receive 
fome illuftration, if he be compared 
with his mafter. 

** Integrity of underftanding and 
nicety ot difcernment were not al- 
lortedin a lefs proportion to Dryden 
than to Pope. ‘The reétitude of Dry. 
den’s mind was fafficiently thewn 
by the difmiffion of his poetical pre- 
jucices, and the rejection of unna- 
tural thoughts and rugged numbers, 
But Dryden never defired to apply 
all the judgment that he had. * He’ 
wrote, and profefied to write, mere. 
ly for the people; and when he 

leafed others, he contented him- 
telf. He fpent no time in flruggles 
to roule latent powers; he never at- 
tempted to make that better which 
was already good, nor often to mend 
what he muft have known to be 
faulty, He wrote, as he tells us, 
with very little confideration: when 
occafion or néceflity cailed upon him, 
he poured out what the preient mo- 
ment happened to fupply, and, when 
once it had paffed the prefs, ejected 
it from his mind; for when he had 
no pecuniary interefl, he had no 
farther folicitude, 

© Pope was nor content to faris- 
fy ; he defired to exce!, and thete- 
fore always endeavoured to do his 
Bet: he did’not court the candour, 
but dared ‘the judgment of - 
reader, and éxpectiny no indulgence 
from Others, he ficwed none 0 
himfelf. He examined lines and 
words with minute and punttilious 


obfervation, and retouched every 
diligence, 


th 


part with indefatigable 








till he had left nothing to be for- 
iven. 

“ For this reafon he kept his 
jieces very long in his hands, while 
fe confidered and reconfidered them. 
The only poems which can be fup- 

fed to have been written with 
fuch regard to the times as might 
haften their publication, were the 
two fatires of Thirty-eight; of 
which Dodfley told me, that they 
were brought to him by the author, 
that they might be tairly copied. 
“Every line,” faid he, “was then 
written twice over; I gave him a 
clean tranfcript, which he fent 
fome time afterwards to me for the 
prefs, witn every line written twice 
over a fecond time.” 

“ His declaration, that his care 
for his works ceafed at their publi- 
cation, was not ftrictly true. His 
parental attention never abandoned 
them ; what he tound amifs in the 
frit edition, he filently corrected 
in thofe that followed. He appears 
to have revifed the Iliad, and treed 
itfrom fome of its imperfections ; 
andthe Effay on Criticiim received 
Many improvements after its firtt 
appearance. It will feldom be tound 
that he altered without adding clears 
nefs, elegance, or yigour. Pope 
had perhaps the judement of Dry- 
den; but Dryden certainly wanted 
the diliyence of Pope. 

** In acquired knowledge, the fu- 
periority muft be allowed to Dryden, 
whofe education was more {chola‘tic, 
and who, before he became an au- 
thor, had been allowed more time 
for ftudy, with better means of in- 
formation. His mind has a larger 


range, and he collects his images 
and illuftrations from a more ex- 
tenlive circumference of fcience. 
Dryden knew more of man in his 
my nature, and Pope in his 

The notions of 


gal manners. 
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Dryden were formed by compre- 
henfive fpeculation, and thofe of 
Pope by minute attention, There 
is more dignity in the knowledge of 
Dryden, and more certainty in that 
of Pope. 

** Poetry was not the fole praife 
of either; for both excelled likewife 
in profe ; but Pope did not borrow 
his profe from his predeceflor. ‘The 
ftyle of Dryden is capricious and 
varied, that of Pope is cautious and 
uniform; Dryden obeys the mo- 
tions of his own mind; Pope con- 
{trains his mind to his own rules of 
compolition. Dryden is fometimes 
vehement and rapid; Pope is al- 
ways fmooth, unitorm, and gentle. 
Dryden’s page is a natural field, 
rifing into inequalities, and diverfie 
fied by the varied exuberance of 
abundant vegetation; Pope’s is a 
velvet lawn, fhaven by the feythe, 
and levelled by the roller. 

** Of genius, that power which 
conftitutes a poet; that quali 
without which judgment is cold, 
and knowledge is inert; that energy 
which collects, combines, ampli- 
fies, and animates; the 
rity muft, with fome hefitation, be 
allowed to Dryden. It is not to be 
inferred that of this poctical vigour 
Pope had only a little, becaufe Dry- 
den had more; for every other 
writer fince Milton muft give place 
to Pope; and even of Dryden it 
mutt be faid, that if ke has brighter 
paragraphs, he has not better 

oems. Dryden’s performances were 
always hatty, cither excited by fome 
external occafion, or extorted by 
domellic neceffiry ; he compofed 
without confideration, and publifh- 
ed without correction. What his 
mind could fupply at call, or gather 
in one excurfion, was all that he 
foucht, and all that he gave. The 
dilatory caution of Pope enabled 
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him to condenfe his fentiments, to 


. multiply his images, and to accu- 


mulate all that itudy might pro- 
duce, or chance might fupply. If 
the flights of Dryden theretore are 
higher, Pope continues longer on 
the wing. If ot Dryden’s tire the 
blaze is brighter, of Pope’s the heat 
is more regular and conitant. Dry- 
den often furpaties expectation, and 
Pope never talls below it, Dryden 


is read with frequent aftoni 
and Pope with aw. alien 
** ‘This parallel will, | hope 
when it is well confidered, be found 
jutt, and it the reader thould fuf, 
pect me, as I fulpect myfeli, of 
fame partial fondnets for the memos 
ry of Dryden, let him not too hati. 
ly condemn me; for meditation and 
enquiry may, perhaps, fhew him the 
reafonablenefs of my determination,” 





LIFE of Mr. GILBERT WEST. 


[From the fame Work,] 


. ILRERT WEST is one of 

the writers of whom I re- 
gret my inability to give a fuflici- 
ent account ; the intelligence which 
my enquiries have obtained is ge- 
neral and feanty. 

‘6 Fie was the fon of the reverend 
Dr. Wett; perhaps him who pub- 
lifhed Pindar at Oxford, about the 
beginning of this century. His 
mother was fifter to Sir Richard 
Temple, afterwards Lord Cobham. 
His tather, purpofing to educate 
him for the church, fent him fiett 
to Eaton, and afterwards to Ox- 
ford ; but he was feduced to a more 
airy mode of lite, by a commifhon 
in a troop of horfe procured him by 
his uncle. 

** He continued fome time in the 
army; though it 1s reafonable to 
fuppofe that he never funk into a 
mere foldier, nor ever loft the love 
or much neglected the purfuit of 
learning; and afterwards, finding 
himfelt more inclined to civil em- 
ployment, he laid down his com- 
miffion, and engaged in bufinefs 
under the lord Townfhend, then 
fecretary of flate, with whom he at- 
tenced the king ta Hanover. 


*¢ His adherence to lord Town. 
fhend ended in nothing but a nomi. 
nation (May 1729) to be clerk-ex, 
traordinary of the privy-council, 
which pioduced no immediate pros 
fir; for it only placed him in a 
{tate of expectation and right of fuce 
ceflion, and it was very long before 
a vacancy admitted him to profit. 

*¢ Soon afterwards he married, 
and fettled himfelt in a very plea- 
fant houfe at Wickham, in Kent, 
where he devoted himfelf to learn. 
ing, and to piety. Of his learning 
this collection exhibits evidence, 
which would have been yet fuller if 
the differtations which ccompey 
his verfion of Pindar had not been 
improperly omitted. Of his piety 
the influence has, I hope, been ex- 
tended far by his Obfervations on 
the Refurrection, publithed in 17475 
for which the Univerfity of Oxford 
created him a Doétor of Laws by 
diploma (March 30, 1748) ; and 
perhaps it may not be without effect 
to tell, that he read prayers every 
evening to his family, Crathaw 8 
now not the only maker of veries 
to whom may be given the two ve 
nerable names of Poet and Sores H 
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«* He was very often vifited by 
Lyttelton and Pitt, who, when they 
were weary of faction and debates, 
uled at Wickham to find bocks and 

viet, a decent table, and literary 
converfation. There is at Wickham 
awalk made by Pitt; and, what is 
of far more importance, at Wick- 
ham Lyttelton received that convic- 
tion which produced his Diflertation 
on ot. Paul. 

“* Mr. Weft’s income was not 
large ; and his friends endeavoured, 
but without tuccefs, to obtain an 
augmentation. lt is reported, that 
the education of the young prince 
was oilcred to him, but that he re- 
quired a more extentive power of 
{uperintendence than it was thought 
proper to allow him. 

‘In time, however, his revenue 
was improved; he lived to have 
one of the lucrative clerkthips of the 

rivy-council (1752), and Mr. Pitt 
atlait had it in his power to make 
him treafurer of Chelfca Hofpital. 

“ He was now fufficiently rich ; 
but wealth came too late to be long 
enjoyed: nor could it fecure him 
from the calamities of life; he loft 
(1755) his only fon ; and the year 
after (March 26), a ftroke of the 
palfy brought to the grave one of 
the few poets to whom the grave 
peeded not to be terrible. 

“ His poems are in this colletion 
heither {elected nor arranged as I 
hhould have directed, had either the 
choice or the order fallen under my 
care or notice. His Inftitution of 
the Garter is improperly omitted : 
inftead of the mock tragedy of Lu- 


cian, the verfion from Euripides, if 


both could not be inferted, fhould 


have been taken. Of the Imita- 
tions of Spenfer, one was publithed 
tore the verfion of Pindar, and 


hhould therefore have had the firit 
Cy 


Cs7} 


** Of his tranflations I have onl 
compared the firft Olympick Ode 
with the original, and found my 
expectation furpaffed, both by its 
elegance and its exactnefs. He does 
not confine himfelf to his author's 
train of ftanzas ; for he faw that the 
difference of the languages required 
a different mode of verfification. 
The firft ftrophe is eminently ha 
BY 5 in the fecond he has a litt 
itrayed from Pindar’s meaning, who 
fays, ‘*if thou, my foul, withett to 
fpeak of gree look not in the de- 
fert iky for a planet hotter than the 
fun, nor fhall we tell of nobler 
games than thofe of Olympia.” He 
is fometimes too paraphraftical. 
Pindar beflows upon Hiero an epi- 
thet, which, in one word, fignifies 
** delighting in horfes;” a word 
which, in the tranilation, generates 
thefe lines ; 


Hicro’s royal brows, whofe care 
Tends the courfer’s noble breed, 

Pleas’d to nurfe the pregnant mare, 
Pleas’d to train the youthful feed. 


Pindar fays of Pelops, that ‘* he 
came alone in the dark to the White 
Sea; and Weil, 


Near the billow-beaten fide 
Of the foam-befilver’d main, 
Darkling, and alone, he ftood : 


which, however, is lefs exuberant 
than the former paflage. 

‘* A work of this kind muft, in 
a minute examination, difcover 
many imperfections ; but Welt’s ver- 
fion, fo tar as I have confidered it, 
appears to be the product of great 
labour and great abilities. 

‘¢ His Inftitution of the Garter 
(1742), which is omitted in this 
collection, is written with fufficient 
knowledge of the manners that pre- 
vailed in the age to which it is 
referred, and with great clegance 


of 
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of diétion ; but, for want of a procefs 
of events, neither knowledge nor 
elegance preferve the reader from 
wearine(s. 

*¢ His Imitations of Spenfer are 
very fuccefsfully performed, both 
with refpeét to the metre, the lan. 
guage, and the fiction; and being 
engaged at once by the excellence 
of the fentiments, and the artifice 
of the copy, the mind has two amufe- 
ments at once. But fuch compofi- 
tions are not to be reckoned among 
the great atchievements of intel- 
lect, becaufe their effect is local 
and temporary ; they appeal not to 
reafon or pailion, but to memory, 


and prefuppofe an accidental and 
artificial {tate of mind. An Imita. 
tion of Spenfer is nothing toa read. 
er, however acute, by whom Spenfer 
has never been perufed. Works of 
this kind may deferve praife, as 
proofs of great induftry, and great 
nicety of obfervation ; but the high. 
eft.praife, the praife of genius, the 
cannot claim. The nobleft beauties 
of art are thofe of which the effed 
is co-extended with rational nature, 
or at leaft with the whole circle of 
polifhed life : what is Jefs than this 
can be only pretty, the plaything 
of fafhion, and the amufement of 
a day.” 








LIFE of Mr. DAVID MALLET, 
[From the fame Work. } 


é F David Mallet having no 

; written memorial, I am 
able. to give no other account than 
fuch as is fupplied by the unauthor- 
ifed loquacity of common fame, 
and avery flight perfonal knowledge. 

‘¢ He was by his original one of 
the Macgregors, a clan that be- 
came, about fixty years ago, under 
the conduct of Robin Roy, fo for- 
midable and fo infamous for vio- 
lence and robbery, that the name 
was annulled by a legal abolition ; 
and when they were allto denomi- 
nate themielves anew, the father, 
I fuppofe, of this author called 
himtelf Malloch. 

** David Malloch was, by the pe- 
nury of his parents, compelled to 
be Janitor of the High School at 
Edinburgh ; a mean office, of which 
he did not atrerwards delight to 
hear. But he furmounted the dif- 
advantages of his birth and fortune ; 
tor when the duke of Monurele ap- 


plicd to the College of Edinburgh 
for a tutor to educate his fons, 
Malloch was recommended; and I 
never heard that he difhonoured his 
credentials. 

** When his pupils were fent to 
fee the world, they were intrufted 
to his care; and having conducted 
them round the common circle ot 
modifh travels, he returned with 
them to London, where, by the 
influence of the family in which he 
refided, he naturally gained adm 
fion to many perfons of the higheit 
rank, and the higheft character, (© 
wits, nobles, and ftatefmen. 

s* Of his works, 1 know not whe- 
ther I can trace the feries. His 
firlt’ production was William and 
Margaret; of which, though . 
contains nothing very finking o 
dithcult, he has been envied the 
reputation ; and plagianim has been 


*° ehara er yroved. 
baldly charged, but never pre Net 


nme h(UrelhlUlUrlUCM 








Not long afterwards he pub- 
iithed the Excurtion (1728) 5 a de- 
fultory and capricious view of fuch 
feenes of nature as his fancy led 
him, or his knowledge enabled him, 
to deferibe. It is not devoid ot 
poctical fpirit. Many of the images 
ste ftriking, and many of the para- 

phs are clegant, The cait of 
faion feems to be copied from 
Thomfon, whofe Seafons were then 
in their tull bloffom of reputation, 
He has Thomfon’s beauties and his 
faults, 

His poem on Verbal Criticifin 
(1733) was written to pay court to 
Pope, ona fubject which he either 
did not underftand, or willingly 
mifreprefented ; and is little more 
than an improvement, or rather ex- 
panfion, of a fragment which Pope 
printed in a Mifcellany long betore 
he engratted it into a regular poem. 
There is in this piece more pertnefs 
than wit, and more confidence than 
Knowledge. ‘Lhe verifification is 
tolerable, nor can criticifm allow it 
a higher praife. 

* His firft tragedy was Eurydice, 
ated at Drury-Lane, in 1731; of 
which | know not the reception nor 
the merit, but have heard it men- 
tioned asa mean performance, He 
was not then too high to accept a 
Prologue and Epilogue trom Aaron 
Hill, neither of which can be much 
commended, 

“* Having cleared his tongue 
from his native pronunciation fo as 
tobe no longer diftinguifhed as a 
Scot; he feemed inclined to difen- 
cumber himfelf from all adherences 
of his original, and took upon hin 
to change his name from Scotch 
Malloch to Englifi: Maller, without 
any imaginable reafon of preference 
which the eve or ear can difcover. 
What other proots he gave of dif- 
Mpect to his native country | know 
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not; but it was remarked of him, 
that he was the only Scot whom 
Scotchinen did not commend. 

** About this time Pope, whom he 
vifited familiarly, publithed his Ef- 
fay on Man, but concealed the au- 
thor; and when Mallet entered ope 
day, Pope afked him flightly what 
there was new. Mallet told him, 
that the neweit piece was fomethin 
called an Effay on Man, which he 
had infpected idly ; and feeing the 
utter inability of the author, who 
had neither {kill in writing, nor 
knowledge ot his fubject, had toffed 
it away. Pope, to punifh his felf. 
conceit, told him the fecret. 

‘¢ A new edition of the works of 
Bacon being prepared (1740) for 
the prefs, Mallet was employed to 
prefix a Lite, which he has written 
with elegance, perhaps with fome 
affectation ; but with fo much more 
knowledge of hiftory than of fei- 
ence, that when he afterwards un- 
dertook the Life of Marlborouch, 
Warburton remarked, that he micht 
perhaps forget that Marlborough 
was a general, as he had forgotten 
that Bacon was a philotopher, 

“ When the prince ot Wales was 
driven from the palace, and, feuting 
himfelt at the head of the oppotition, 
kept a feparate court, he endea. 
voured to inereafe his popularity by 
the patronarre ot literature, and 
made Mallee bis under-fecretarv, 
with a falary of two hundred pounds 
a year: Thomfon lhewile had a 
penton; and they were affociared 
in the compolition of the Matque 
of Alfred, which InN its. erieinol 
flute was pliyed at Citefden, in 
1740: it was att(rwards aluvoft 
wholly chanced by Mallet, and 
broueht upon the lave at Drury. 

Lane in agi, but with no great 
fuccels. 
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¢¢ Mallet, in a familiar converfa- 
tion with Garrick, difcourfing of 
the diligence which he was then 
exerting upon the Life of Marlbo- 
rough, let him know that in the 
feries of great men, quickly to be 
exhibited, he fhould find a nich for 
the hero of the theatre. Garrick 
profefied to wonder by what artifice 
he could be introduced; but Mallet 
fet him know, that, by a dexterous 
anticipation, he fliould fix him in a 
con{picuous place, ‘* Mr. Mallet,” 
fays Garrick, in his gratitude of 
exultation, ** have you left off to 
write for the flage ?”? Mallet then 
confetied that he had a drama in 
his hands. Garrick promifed to 
aétit; and Alfred was produced. 

“ The long retardation of the 
Life of the Duke of Marlborough 
fhews, with {trong conviction, how 
litle confidence can be placed in 
potthumous renown. When he 
dicd, it was foon determined that 
his ftory fhould be delivered to pof- 
terity ; and the papers fuppofed to 
comain the neceflary information 
were delivered to the lord Molef- 
worth, who had been his favourite 
in Flanders. When Molefworth 
died, the fame papers were trans- 
ferred with the fame defign to Sir 
Richard Steele, who in fome of his 
exigencies put them in pawn. The 
then remained with the old duchefs, 
who in her will afligned the tafk to 
Glover and Mallet, with a reward 
ota thoufand pounds, and a prohi- 
bition to infert any verfes, Glover 
rejected, I fuppofe, with difdain 
the legacy, and devolved the whole 
work upon Mallet; who had from 
the late duke of Marlborough a 
peniion to promote his induftry, and 
who talked of the difcoverics which 
he made: bat left not, when he 
died, any hiftorical labours behind 
him, 


66 While he was in th a | 
fervice he publithed Muttapha nat 
a Prologue by Thomfon, not 
but far inferior to that which be 
had received from Mallet for A 
memnon. The Epilogue, faid to 
be written by a friend, was com. 
pofed in hatte by Mallet, in the 
place of one promifed, which was 
never given. This tragedy was de. 
dicated to the prince his matter, 
It was acted at Drury-Lane, in 
1739, and was well received, but 
was never revived, 

“* In 1740, he produced, as has 
been already mentioned, the Malque 
of Alfred, in conjun@ion with 
Thomfon. 

** For fome time afterwards he 
lay at reft. After a long interval, 
his next work was Amyntor and 
Theodora (1747), @ long ftory in 
blank verfe; in which it cannot 
be denied that there is copiouineli 
and elegance of language, vigour 
of fentiment, and imagery well 
adapted to take poffeflion of the 
fancy. But it is blank verfe. The 
firft fate was not great, and it is now 
loft in forgetfulnefs, 

“¢ Mallet, by addrefs or accident, 
perhaps by his dependence on the 

rince, found his way to Boling: 
Sains a man whole pride and pe- 
tulance made his kindnefs dificult 
to gain, or keep, and whom Mal- 
let was content to court by am act, 
which, | hope, was wngliay ~ 
formed. When it was found that 
Pope had clandeftinely printed an 
unauthorifed number of the pam 
phlet called the * Patnot King, 
Bolingbroke, in a fit of ufelefs tury, 
refolved to blatt his memory, 4 
employed Mallet (1747) #8 the ¢x- 
ecutioner of his vengeance. Mal 
let had not virtue, or had not fpirit, 
to refufe the office ; and was rewards 
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éd, not long after, with the legacy 
of lord Bolingbroke’s works. 

& Many of the political pieces 
had been written during the oppo- 
ftion to Walpole, and given to 
Franklin, as he fuppofed, in per- 
petuity. Thefe, among the reft, 
were claimed by the will, The 
yellion was referred to arbitrators ; 
Bit when they decided againft Mal- 
let, he refufed to yield to the award ; 
and by the help of Millar the book- 
filer publithed all that he could 
find, but with fuccefs very much be- 
low his expetation. 

“In 1753, his mafque of * Bri- 
tannia’ was acted at Drury Lane, 
ind his tragedy of ¢ Elvira’ in 1763 ; 
in which year he was appointed 
keeper of the book of Entries for 
thips in the port of London. 

“In the beginning of the laft 
war, when the nation was exafperated 
by ill fuccefs, he was employed to 
turn the public vengeance upon 
Byng, and wrote a letter of accu- 
faion under the character of a 
‘Plain Man.’ ‘The paper was with 
great induftry circulated and dif- 
perfed ; and he for his feafonable 
intervention had a confiderable pen- 
fion beftowed upon him, which he 
retained to his death. 

“ ‘Towards the end of his life he 
Went with his wife to France; but 
after a while, finding his health de- 
¢lining, he returned alone toEngland, 
and died in April 1565, 

“ He was twice married, and by 


ee 


LIFE OF MR. DAVID MALLET. 





[5:} 


his firft wife had feveral children. 
One daughter, who marricd an 
Italian of rank named Cilefia, wrote 
a tragedy called * Alida,’ which 
was acted at Drury-Lane. His fe- 
cond wife was the daughter of a 
nobleman’s fteward, who had a 
confiderable fortune, which fhe took 
care to retain in her own hands. 

‘* His flature was diminutive, 
but he was regularly formed ; his 
appearance, till he grew corpulent, 
was agreeable, and he fuffered it to 
Want no recommendation that drefs 
could give it. His converfation 
was elegant and ecafy. The reft of 
his character may, without injury 
to his memory, fink into filence, 

“ As a writer, he cannot be 
placed in any high clafs. There 
is no fpecies of compofition in 
which he was eminent. His dra- 
mas had their day, a fhort day, aad 
are forgotten ; his blank verfe feems 
to my ear the echo of ‘Thomfon. 
His life of Bacon is known as it is 
appended to Bacon’s volumes, but is 
no longer mentioned. His works 
are fuch as a writer, buftling in the 
world, fhewing himfelf in public, 
and emerging occafionally trom 
time to time into notice, might 
keep alive by his perfonal influence ; 
but which, conveying little infor- 
mation, and giving no great plea- 
fure, muft foon give way, as the 
fucceffion of things produces new to- 
pics of converfation, and other modes 
of amufement.” 





SINGULAR CHARACTER of 


an Inhabitant of GLENORCHAY. 


[From a Letter in the GentLemMan’s Macazine for Oétober, 1781.] 


“ZT DO not recolleét at prefent 

any thing particular to amufe 
You, unle(s the following account of 
* man in the upland part of my 


parith, be thought fingular and 
uncommon. I can aflure you that 
there is not a ttroke in the picture 


embellifhed beyond the truth, nor a 
fingle 
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fingle trait given but what is really 
in the original. I have feen him 
occafionally two or three times, 
pever indeed in the church but once, 
and that at the interment of his mo. 
ther. 

‘* His name is Angus. Roy 
Fletcher ; he lives in the_highett 
farm of Glenorchay, and has done 
fo all his life-time. He has always 
made his livelihood moftly by fith- 
ing and hunting. The dog is his 
fole, though faithfulattendant ; the 
gun and the dirk are his conttant 
companions. He fometimes indeed 
exchanges the gun for the fifhing 
fpear, but was never obferved with- 
eur the one or the other. Ata di- 
flance from focial life, he has his re- 
fidence in the wildeft and moit re- 
mote parts of the lofty mountains 
which feparate the country of Gle- 
norchay trom that of Rannoch. In 
the midit of thefe wilds he builds 
his hut, and there he fpends the moft 
part of {pring, fummer, and autumn, 
and even part of winter. He has a 
tew goats, which he tends at times 
on thefe lofty cliffs. Thefe, with 
the dog, the gun, the fpear, and the 
dirk, a belted plaid hole, and brogs, 
conititute the whole property of this 
favage. They are all he feems to 
delire. While his goats feed among 
the rocks and wide extended heaths, 
he ranges the hill and the foreit in 
purfuit of the game. He returns to 
his little flock in the evening. He 
leads them to his folitary hut. He 
milks them with his own hands ; and 
aiter making a comfortable meal of 
what game he may have caught for 
the day, and of the milk of his 
goats, he lays himfelf down to reft 
In the midit of them. By day 
they are his chief care, by night his 
Only companions, the dog excepted. 
He defires not to affociate with any 
et his own fpecies, either man or 

I 


woman ; and yet if the fiep of the 
wandering flranger happens. to ap. 
proach his little hut, Angus. Roy I 
humane and hoipitable to a high de. 
gree. Whatever he is pofféfled of, 
even tothe lait morfel, he‘ chear. 
fully beftows on his guett ; at a time 
toc when he knows not where to pyr. 
chafe the next meal for himfly 
Strange, thata man who apparently 
has no affection for fociety, thould 
be fo much difpoied to exercife one 
of its noblef{ virtues! His cont 
for fociety, however, is incontelt- 
able, for 1f he happens at any time 
to build his hut near the fhealing of 
a farm, he abandons the hut. The 
moment-the people’ come to the 
fhealing he removes to a greater di- 
ftance, and builds another habitation 
for himfelf. He feems to have in 
folitude a certain enjoyment, of 
which no other highlandman hasany 
conception or feeling. 

Such is the manner in which this 
extraordinary man {pends the {pring, 
the fummer, and the autuma, and 
even part of winter. But when the 
chill blaft of December returns; 
when the exceflive coldnefs of the 
climate forces him to depart from 
the mountain, to quit the folitary 
cell, he condefcends to hold fome 
intercourfe with mankind, He ce- 
fcends to the village, but he enters 
with reluctance into a fociety where 
no man thinks as he does himfelt; 
where no man lives or aéts after bis 
manner. In this fityation, and “a 
fuch fociety, he difcovers evident 
fymptoms ot uneafinefs and diigutt. 
To alleviate the pain as much 4 
pothible, to remove the languor 01 a0 
intercourfe in which he finds no ¢n- 
joyment, he has devifed the rae 
proper expedient: he goes for’ 

; ' to 
every morning, before the dawa, r 
the hill and the wood, in fearch © 


sl] late a 
came. He returns not till A 
ad bight, 
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sight, and then goes to his rett, 
enerally without feeing any body. 


” # If ever he felt the paffion for 
fex, it muft have been in a degree 


extremely low, for he hardly ever 
difeovered the fymptom of tuch a 
paffion ; and yet he dreffes after the“ 
manner of the moft finifhed coxcomb. 
The belted plaid and the dirk are 
ited on him with a wild and af- 
fetted elegance ; his bonnet, which 
isvery fmall, after the fame manner. 
His hair, which is naturally curled 
andvery thick, is always tied with a 
filken or variegated cord at the root, 
and being loofe towards the crop, it 
curls, and forms a great bunch, in 
fize and figure refembling a large 
bunch of heath. This he efteems 
as one of his brighteft ornaments. 
His look is lofty ; his yait is ftate- 
ly and flow. Who can conceive 
that this coxcomb is his own 
butcher, baker, and cook? and 


when he kills a bird, a hare, or a 
deer, he prepares it himfelf for eat. 
ing; makes his bed, washes his fhirt, 
milks his goats. 

* Under all thefe circumftances, 
fo feemingly depreffing, he is haugh- 
% and high-minded in the extreme. 
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Were he ftarving for want, there is 
not a perfon living from whom he 
would afk a mouthful of meat. In 
conformity to the cuflom’of men, 
he takes off his bonnet to what is 
called a gentleman, but he does it 
with reluétance, and in a manner 
which indicazes contempt rather than 
refpect for the perfon whom he ad- 
dreffes. 

** Upon the whole, he merits the 
appellation of a moft fingular cha- 
racter. In circumftances the moft 


‘depreffing to pride, he has hardly 


his equal among the proud and 
haughty. Among coxcombs he 
would make a diitinguithed figure, 
and yet, as I faid, he difcovers 
nothing of the paffion for fex. 
He may be faid to live in the origi- 
nal ftate of fifhing and hunting; but 
he difcovers not the ideas, nor the 
love of fociety, peculiar to that 
fate. He is above fifty years of age, 
can neither read por write, nor {peak 
Englifh. As I never faw him but 
once at church, and could at no time 
find him at any of my dicts of exami. 
nation, when in his neighbourhood, 
I apprehend that his notions of reli. 
gion mut be faint and ob{cure,” 
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The PASTORAL MANNERS of the 
TARTARS. 


SCYTHIANS, o 


[From the Second Volume of Mr. Ginnon’s Hiftory of the Dectine 
and Fall of the Roman Empire. ] 


bee HE different charaéters that 

mark the civilized nations 
of the globe, may be afcribed to the 
ufe and the abufe of reafon ; which 
fo varioufly fhapes, and fo artificially 
compofes, the manners and opinions 
of an European, or a Chinefe. But 
the operation of inftinct is more fure 
and fimple than that of reafon: it 
ts much eafier to afcertain the ap- 
petites of a quadruped, than the fpe- 
culations of a philofopher ; and the 
fivage tribes of mankind, as they 
approach nearer to the condition of 
animals, preferve a ftronger refem- 
blanceto themfelves andto eachother. 
The uniform ftability of their man- 
ners, is the natural confequence of 
the imperfection of their faculties. 
Reduced to a fimilar fituation, their 
wants, their defires, their enjoy- 
ments, flill continue the fame: and 
the influence of food or climate, 
which, in a more improved {tate of 
fociety, is fufpended, or fubdued, by 
fo many moral caufes, moft power- 
fully contributes to form, and to 
maintain, the national character 
of Barbarians In every age, the 
immenfe plains of Scythia, or 
Tartary, have been inhabited by 
vagrant tribes of hunters and fthep- 
herds, whofe indolence refufes to 
cultivate the earth, and whofe rett- 
lefs ipirit difdains the confinement 

2 


of a fedentary life. In every a 
the Scythiang and Tibats, vine 
been renowned for their invincible 
courage, and rapid conquefts, The 
thrones of Afia have been re 
overturned by the fhepherds of the 
North ; and their arms have fpread 
terror and devattation over the mot 
fertile and warlike countries of Eu- 
rope. On this occafion, as well a 
on many others, the fober hiftorian 
is forcibly awakened from a pleafing 
Vifion ; and is compelled, with fome 
reluctance, to confefs, that the paf- 
toral manners, which have been 
adorned with the faireft artributes 
of peace ‘and innocence, are much 
better adapted to the fierce and cruel 
habits of a military life. To illuf- 
trate this obfervation, I fhall now 
proceed to confider a nation ol 
fhepherds and of warriors, in the 
three important articles of, I. Their 
diet; II. Their habitation; and, 
Ill. Their exercifes. The natra- 
tives of antiquity are juftified by the 
experience of modern times ; and 
the banks of the Bory fthenes, of the 
Volga, or of the Selinga, will ine 
differently prefent the fame uniform 
fpectacle of fimilar and native mane 
ners. e 
‘6 [, The corn, or even the rice, 
which conflitutes the ordinary 
wholefome food of a civilife v. 








ple, can be obtained only by the 
patient toil of the hutbandman. 
Some of the happy favages, who 


dwell between the tropics, are plen- 


tifully nourifhed by the liberality of 


nature; but in the climates of the 
North, a nation of fhepherds is re- 
duced to their flocks and herds. The 
ilful practitioners of the medical 
art will determine (if they are able 
to determine) how far the temper 
of the human mind may be affected 
by the ufe of animal or of vegetable 
food; and whether the common af- 
fociation of carnivorous and cruel, 
deferves to be confidered in any 
other light than that of an innocent, 
perhaps a falutary, prejudice ot hu- 
manity. Yet, it it be true, that 
the fentiment of compaffion is im- 
perceptibly weakened by the fight 
and practice of domeftic cruelty, we 
may obferve, that the horrid ob- 
jects which are difguifed by the arts 
of European refinement, are ex- 
hibited in their native and moft dif- 
guiting fimplicity, in the tent of a 
Tartarian fhepherd. The ox, or 
the fheep, are flaughtered by the 
fame hand from which they were 
accuftomed to receive their daily 
food, and the bleeding limbs are 
ferved, with very little preparation, 
on the table of their unteeling mur- 
derer, In the military proteffion, 
and efpecially in the conduct of a 
humerous army, the exclufive ufe 
of animal food appears to be pro- 
ductive ot the mott folid advantages. 
Corn is a bulky and perifhable com- 
modity ; and the large Magazines, 
Which are indifpenfably neceflary 
tor the fubfittence of our troops, 
— be flowly tranfported, by the 
ur of men or hories. Burt the 
flocks and herds, which accompany 


the march of the Vartars, afford a 
fure 


aad milk: ing 


, he tar greater part ot 
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the uncultivated wafte, the vereta- 
tion of the grafs is quick and luxu- 
riant; and there are few places fo 
extremely barren, that the hardy 
cattle of the North cannot find fome 
tolerable paflure. ‘Lhe fupply is 
multiplied and prolonged, by the 
und ftinguifhing appetite, and patient 
abitinence, of the Tartars, They 
indifferently feed on the flefh of 
thofe animals that have been killed 
for the table, or have died of difeafe. 
Horfe-fleth, which in every ave and 
country has been proteribed by the 
civilited nations of Europe and Atia, 
they devour with peculiar greedinefs ; 
and this fingular tafte facilitates the 
fuccets of their military operations, 
The aétive cavalry ot Sevthia is 
always followed, in their mott dittant 
and rapid incurfions, by an adequate 
number of fpare horfes, who may 
be occafionally ufed, cither to re- 
double the fpeed, or to fatisfy the 
hunger of the barbarians. Many 
are the refources of courage and 
poverty. When the forage round a 
camp of Tartars is almoft confumed, 
they flaughter the greateti part of 
their cattle, and preferve their fleth, 
either fmoked, or dried in the fun. 
On the fudden emergency of a hatly 
march, they provide themiclves 
with a fuflicient quantity of litle 
balls of cheefe, or rather of hard 
curd, which they occationally dif- 
folve in water; and this untubilan- 
tial dict will fupport, for many days, 
the life, and even the fpirits, of the 
patient warrior, But this extraor- 
dinary abftinence, which the ftoic 
would approve, and the hermit might 
cuvy, is commonly fucceeded by the 
moft voracious indulgence of ap- 
petite, The wines of a hapypt r 
climate are the moit grateful pretent, 
or the molt valuable commodctty, 
that can be offered to the fartars ; 
and the ouly exumple of their 1. 
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duftry feems to confift in the art of 
extracting from mare’s milk a [er- 
mented liquor, which pofleffes a 
very ftrong power of intoxication. 
Like the animals of prey, the fa- 
vages, both of the old and new 
world, experience the alternate vicif- 
fitudes of famine and plenty ; and 
their ftomach is ico to futtain, 
without much inconvenience, the 
oppofite extremes of unger and of 
intemperance. 

‘17. Inthe agesof ruftic and mar- 
tial fimplicity, a people of foldiers 
and hufbandmen are difperfed over 
the face of an extenfive and culti- 
vated country ; and fome time mutt 
elapfe beiore the warlike youth of 
Greece or Italy could be affembled 
under the fame ftandard, either to 
defend their own confines, or to in- 
vade the territories of the adjacent 
tribes. The progrefs of manufactures 
vud commerce infenfibly colleéts a 
large multitude within the walls of 
a city: but thefe citizens are no 
longer foldiers ; and the arts which 
adorn and improve the ftate of civil 
fociety, corrupt the habits of the 
inilitary lite. the paftoral manners 
of the Scythians feem to unite the 
difierent advantages of fimplicity and 
tefinement, The individuals of the 
fame tribe are conftantly affembled, 
but they are aflembled in a camp ; 
and the native fpirit of thefe daunt- 
lefs fhepherds 1s animated by mutual 
fupport and emulation. The houfes 
of the !artars are no more than 
{mall tents, of an oval form, which 
attord a cold and dirty habitation, 
tor the promifcuous youth of both 
fexes. The palaces of the rich con- 
fit of wooden huts, of fuch a fize, 
that they may be conveniently fixed 
on large waggons, and drawn by a 
team perhaps of twenty or thirty 
oxen. The flocks and herds, aftcr 
grazing all day in the adjacent pai- 
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tures, retire, on the approach of 
night, within the proteétion of the 
camp. The neceflity of preventin 

the moit milchievous contutlion, & 
in fuch a perpetual concourfe of meq 
and animals, mutt gradually intro. 
duce, in the difribution, the order 
and the guard, ot the encampment, 
the rudiments of the military a, 
As foon as the forage of a certain 
diftri€t is confumed, the tribe, or 
rather army, of thepherds, makes 
regular march to fome frefh pattures, 
and thus acquires, in the ordinary 

occupation of the pattoral life, the 
practical knowledge of one of the 
moit important and difficult opera. 
tions of war. The choice of {tations 
is regulated by the difference of the 
feafons : in the fummer, the Tar- 

tars advance towards the North, and 

pitch their tents on the banks ofa 
river, or, at leaft, in the neighbours 

hood of a running ftream. But in 
the winter they return to the South, 
and fheltcr their camp, behind fome 
convenient eminence, againit the 
winds, which are chilled in the paf- 

fage over the bleak and icy regions 
of Siberia. Thefe manners are ad» 
mirahly adapted to diffufe, among 
the wandering tribes, the fpint oi 

emigration and conquett, The con- 
neétion between the people and their 

territory is of fo frail a texture, that 


it may be broken by the flightelt 
accident. The camp, and not 
the foil, is the native country 

Within 


of the genuine Tartar. 
the precincts of that camp, his ta- 
mily, his companions, pe 
are always included; and, in the 
mott diftant marches, he is ftill fur- 
rounded by the objects which a 
dear, or valuable, or familiar his 
eves, The thirit of rapine, the fea" 
or the refentment of injury, the im- 

atienct of fervitude, have, 1” yen 
age, been fufficient caufes to urge 
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ie tribes of Scythia boldly to ad. 
sance into fome unknown coun- 
ies, where they might hope to find 
, more plentiful fubfiftence, or a lefs 
formidable enemy. The revolu- 
tions of the North have irequently 
determined the fate of the South ; 
and in the cénflict of hoftile nations, 
the victor and the vanquifhed have 
alternately drove, and been driven, 
from the confines of China to thofe 
of Germany. Thefe great emigra- 
tions, which have becn fometimes 
erecuted with almoft incredible dili- 
gence, were rendered more cafy by 
the peculiar nature of the climate, 
It is well known, that the cold of 
Tartary is much mere fevere than 
inthe midft of the temperate zone 
might eafily be expected : this un- 
common rigour is attributed to the 
height of the plains, which rife, ef- 
pecially towards the eaft, more than 
half a mile above the level of the 
fa; and to the quantity of fale- 
pete, with which the foil is deeply 
impregnated. In the winter-feafon, 
the broad and rapid rivers, that dif- 
charge their waters into the Eux- 
int, the Cafpian, or the Icy fea, are 

“tongly frozen ; the ficlds are co- 
vered with a bed of fnow; and the 
fugitive, or victorious tribes ma 
ecurely traverfe, with their families, 
their waggons, and their cattle, the 
fmooth and hard furface of an im- 
menfe plain. 

“TIL. The paftoral life, compared 
with the labours of agriculture and 
manutactures, is undoubtedly a life 
of idlenefs ; and as the moft ho- 
sourable fhepherds of the Tartar 
race devolve on their captives the 
Comeftic management of the cattle, 
their own leifure is feldom difturbed 
») aay fervile and affiduous cares. 
“ut this leifure, inftead of being de- 
pr to the foft enjoyments of love 

harmony, is ufefully {pent jn the 
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violent and fanguinary exercife of 
the chace. ‘The plains of ‘Tartary 
are filled with a ftrong and fervice- 
able breed of horfes, which are eafily 
trained for the purpofes of war and 
hunting. ‘The Scythians of every 
age have been celebrated as bold and 
fkilful riders: and conilant practice 
had feated them {fo firmly on horte- 
back, that they were fuppoted by 
ftrangers to perform the ordinar 

duties of civil lite, to eat, to drink, 
and even to fleep, without difmount- 
ing from their tteeds, ‘They excel 
in the dextrous management of the 
lance; the long ‘Tartar bow is 
drawn with a nervous arm; andthe 
weighty arrow is directed to its obs 
ject with unerring aim, and irrefiit- 
ible force. ‘Thefe arrows are often 
pointed againft the harmle!s animals 
of the defert, which increafe and 
multiply in the abfence of their mott 
formidable enemy ; the hare, the 
goat, the roebuck, the tallow-deecr, 
the ftag, the elk, and the antelope, 
The vigour and patience both of 
the men and horfes are continually 
exercifed by the fatigues of the 
chace; and the plentitul fupply of 
game contributes to the fubfittence, 
and even luxury, of a Tartar 
camp. But the exploits of the 
hunters of Scythia are not cone 
fined to the dettruction cf timid or 
innoxious beafts; they boldly en- 
counter the angry wild boar, when 
he turns againit his purfuers, ex- 
cite the fluggifh courage of the 
bear, and provoke the fury of the 
tyger, as he flumbers in the thicker. 
Where there is danger, there may 
be glory ; and the mode of hunting, 
which opens the fairett field to the 
exertions of valour, may jufily be 
confidered as the image, and as the 
{chool, of war. The general hunt- 
ing matches, the pride and delight 
of the Tartar princes, compofe an 
E 2 initrudctive 
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jnitructive exercife for their nume- 
rous calvary. A circle is drawn, of 
many miles in circumference, to en- 


‘ compafs the game of an extentive 


diftrict ; and the troops that form 
the circle regularly advance towards 
acommon centre ; where the captive 
animals, furrounded on every fide, 
are abandoned to the darts of the 
hunters. In this march, which 
frequently continues many days, the 
cavalry are obliged toclimb the hills, 
to fwim the rivers, and to wind 
through the vallies, without inter- 
rupung the preferibed order of their 
gradual progrels. ‘They acquire the 
habit of directing their eye, and 
their fleps, to a remote object; of 
preferving their intervals; of fut- 
pending, or accelerating, their pace, 
according to the motions of the 
troops on their nght and left; and 
of watching and repeating the fig- 
nals of their leaders. Their leaders 
ftudy, in this practical fchool, the 
moit important leffon of the military 
art; the prompt and accurate judg. 
ment of ground, of diftance, and of 
time. ‘lo employ againit a human 
enemy the fame patience and valour, 
the fame {kill and dijcipline, is the 
only alteration which is required in 
real war; and the amufements of the 
chace ferve as a prelude to the con- 
qjucit of an empire. 

** ‘The political fociety of the an- 
cient Germans has the appearance ot 
a voluntary alhance of the indepen - 
dent warriors. ‘The tribes of scy- 
thia, dittinguifhed by the modern ap- 
pellation of Jord, aflume the form 
of anumerous and increafing family ; 
which, in the courfe of fucceilive ge- 
nerauons, has been propagated from 
the fame original tlock. ‘The mean- 
eft, and mott ignorant of the Tartars, 
preierve, with confcious pride, the 
ineitumable treafure ot their genca- 


Jogy ; and whatever diftinctions of 


rank may have been lutroduced, by 
the unequal diftribution of pattoral 
wealth, they mutually refpect thems 
felves, and each other, as the de. 
feendents of the firit founder of the 
tribe. The cuttom, which {till pre. 
vails, of adopting the brave, and 
mott fuithtul of the Captives, may 
countenance the very probable fufpi- 
cion,that thisextenfive confanguinity 
1S, in a great meafure, legal and 
fictitious. But the ufetul prejudice 
which has obtained the fanétion of 
time and opinion, produces the ei- 
fects of truth; the haughty Barba 
rians yield a chearful and voluntary 
obedience to the head of theirblood; 
and their chief, or mur/a, as the re- 
prefentative of their great father, 
exercifes the authority of a judge, is 
peace, and of a leader, in war, In 
the original ftate of the paioral 
world, cach of the »wr/as (if we maj 
continue to ufe a modern appellation) 
acted as the independent chief ot a 
large and feparate family ; and the 
limits of their pecudiar territories 
were gradually fixed, by fuperio: 
force, or mutual canfent. But the 
conftant operation of various and 
permanent caules contributed to 
unite the vagrant hords into na 
tional communities, under the com 
mand of a fupreme head, The weas 
were defirous of fupport, and te 
{trong were ambitious of domini n; 
the power, which 1s the retuito 
union, opprefled and collected the 
vided forces of the adjacent tribes ; 
and, as the vanquifhed were free! 
admitted to fhare the advantages 7 
vidtory, the moit valiant chiets “e 
ened to range themielvesy, and - 
followers, under the formidat le fare 
dard ofa contederate nation. = *™ 
moit fuccetstul of the Tartet 4 
affumed the military COMMARS, © 
which he was entitled by the lupe” 
ority, either of merit or of pow’ 
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He was raifed to the throne by the 
aerere of his equals ; ; and the 
de of Khan expreiies in the lan- 
ous of the North of Afia, the tull 
extent of the regal dignity. The 
ght of hereditary fuceeiion was 
long confined to the blood of the 
founder ot the monarchy ; and at 
this moment all the Khans, who 
reign trom Crimea to the wall of 
China, are the lineal defcendants of 
the renowned Zingis. But, as it is 
the indi fpeafable duty of a Tartar 
fovereign to lead his warlike fudjects 
wto the field, the claims of an in- 
fant are ofen difregarded ; and fome 
royal kinfman, diftinguifhed by 
his aye and valour, 1s entrufed 
with the {word and feeptre of his 
predeceffor. Two diftinét and re- 
~ylar taxes are levied on the tribes, 
(0 fupport the dignity of their na- 
tional monarch, and of their pecu- 
lar chiet; and each of thefe contri- 
butions amounts to the tythe, both 
of their property, and of their fpoil. 
A Tartar fovereign enjoys the tenth 
part of the wealt h of his people ; - and 
— own domeftic riches of flocks 
nd herds increafe in a much larger 
rape, he 1s able plentitully to 
matatain the rustic fplendor of his 
urt, to reward the mott deferving, 
or the mo!t tavoured of his tollowers, 
ndtoobtain; tromrhegentle influence 
t corrups ion, the obedience which 
ight be fomctimes refufed to the ftern 
mandat s ot authority. ‘the man- 
ners ot his fubjects, accuftomed like 
hinfelt to blood and rapine, might 
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excufe, in their eyes, fuch partial 
atts of ty! ranny, as would excite the 
horror of a civilized people ; but the 
power of a deipot has never been ace 
knowledged in the deferts of Scythia. 
The immediate yurifdiction of the 
Khan is confined within the limits 
of his own tribe; and the exercif* 
of his royal prerogative has been 
moderated by the ancient inftitution 
of a national council. The Co- 
roultai, or Diet of the Tartars. was 
regularly held in the {pring and au- 
tumn, in the midit of a plain; where 
the princes of the reigning family, 
and the murfas of the refpective 
tribes may conveniently aflemble on 
horfeback, with their martial and 
numerous trains ; and the ambitious 
monarch who reviewed the itrength, 
muit confult the inclination of an 
armed people. The rudiments of 
a feudal government may be dilco- 
vered in the conititution of the Sey 
thian or Tartar nations ; but the per- 
peti ” conflict of thofe hoftile na- 
tions has fometimes terininated in 
the eitablifhment of. a powertul and 
defpotic empire, The victor, en- 
riched by the tribute, and fortified 
by the arms, of dependent kings, 
has fpread his conquetis over F urope 
or Afia: the fuccefstul fhe pherds of 
the North have fubmitted to the con- 
finement of arts, ot laws, and ot ci- 
ties; and the introdu¢tion of lux- 
ury, after dettroving the freedom ot 
the people, has undermined the 
foundations of the throne. 
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MANNERS of the BRITONS, after the ROMANS had 
this Ifland. 


NATIONS, 


quitted 


{from the Third Volume of Mr. GIBBON’s Hiftory of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, } 


“ & Yen independent Britons ap- 


pear to have relapfed into the 

flate of original barbarifm, from 
whence they had been imperfeétly re- 
claimed. Separated by their enemies 
from the relt of mankind, they foon 
becaine an object of feandal and ab- 
horrence to the catholic world. 
Chrillianity was ftill profefied in the 
mountains of Wales; but the rude 
{chifmatics, in the form of the cle- 
rical tonfure, and in the day of the 
celebration of Eafter, ob{linately re- 
fitted the imperious mandates of the 
Koman pontiffB. The ufe of the 
Latin language was infenfibly abo- 
lifhed, sad et Britons were depriv- 
ed of the arts and learniag which 
Italy communicated to her Saxon 
profelytes. In Wales and Armorica, 
the Celtic tongue, the native idiom 
of the Wet, was preferved and pro- 
vagated ; and the Bards, who had 

ma the companions of the Druids, 
were full proteéted, in the fixteenth 
century, by the laws of Elizabeth. 
Their chief, a refpeétable officer of 
the courts of Pengwern, or Aber- 
fraw, or C-ermathaen, accomnpa- 
nied the king’s fervants to war; the 
monarchy of the Britons, which he 
fung in the front of battle, excited 
their courage, and juftified their de- 
predations ; and the fongtler claim- 
ed tor his legitimate prize the fairet 
heiter of the fpoil. His fubordinate 
minitters, the matters and difciples 
ot vecal and inlirumental mufic, vi- 
hited, in their refpective circuits, the 
oysl, the noble, and the plebeian 


houfes ; and the public poverty, al. 
moft exhaufted by the clergy, was 
opprefled by the importunate de. 
mands of the bards. ‘Their rank 
and merit were afcertained by folemn 
trials, and the ftrong belict of {u. 
pernatural infpiration exalted the 
fancy of the poet, and oi his audi- 
ence. The laft retreats of Celtic 
freedom, the extreme territories of 
Gaul and Britain, were lefs adapted 
to agriculture than to patturage : the 
wealth of the Britons confifted in 
their flocks and herds; milk and 
flefh were their ordinary food ; and 
bread was fometimes efteemed, or 
rejected as a foreign luxury. Liber. 
ty had peopled the mountains of 
Wales and the moraffes of Armorica: 
but the populoufnefs has been mili- 
cioufly afcribed to the loofe prattice 
of polygamy, and the houies ot 
thet: licentious barbarians have been 
fuppofed to contain ten wives, and 
perhaps fifty children. Their dif- 
pofition was rath and choleric: they 
were bold in aétion and in {peech ; 
and as they were ignorant of the arts 
of peace, they alternately ae 
their paffions in foreign and domet- 
tic war. ‘The cavalry of Armorica, 
the fpearmen of Gwent, and — 
chers of Merioncth, were 4 | 
formidable ; but their poverty rhe 
feldom procure either thields oF 1 
mets ; and the inconvenient pe 
would have — the sae 
agility of their defultory © = 
One of the greateft of the Englit 
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thecuriofity of a Greek emperor con- 
cerning the ftate of Britain; and 
Henry Il. could affert, trom his 
perfonal experience, that Wales 
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was inhabited by a race of naked 
warriors, who encountered, without 
tear, the defentive armour of their 
enemics,” 














“ {ZOU ak me what fort of figure 
the country gentlemen make 

in Spain, and who are the perions 
filed Hidalyos. ‘To the firft I hall 
anfier, that as the Cortes, or parli- 
aments, have been abolifhed ever 
fince the acceflion of the houfe of 
Bourbon, al! the confequence of the 
country gentlemen has ceafed. ‘The 
Hidalyos claim a defcent trom thote 
valiant foldiers who retived into Caf 
tile, and the mountains of Afturias, 
and other remote parts of Spain, 
on the invalion of the Moors, where 
having fortified themfelves, they 
fucceflively defcended intothe plains, 
ia proportion to the fuccefs of their 
arms : trom the notoriety of theirper- 
fons, or the lands they became pof- 
fefled of, they acquired the appell.- 
non of Hidalgos notorios, Hidulgos 
| & folar conocido, or de cafa folariega : 
of thefe according to Hernando 
Mexia, there arc three forts, the rit 
being lords of places, villages, towns, 
or caftles, from whence they took 
their firnames, as the Guzmans, 
Mendozas, Laras, Guivaras, and 
others ; the 2d, who recovered any 
tortrefs from the Moors, as the 
Ponces of Leon, and others; and 
the third fort, from the places where 
they refided, or held jurifdiction, as 
Rodrigo de Narvaez was called of 
Antequera, from being Alcayde 
there. But this definition is not 
Conlicered as exa&t or conclufive by 





















ACCOUNT of the HIDALGOS, inSPAIN, and their 


Privileges. 






{From the Lerters from an Englith Traveller in Spain.) 


Otalora, another civilian, who fays 
that the true meaning of Hidalvos 
de folar conocido is explained by the 
laws of Caftile, to be a well known 
manfion or poffeffion. the nature of 
which is particularly explained in 
the laws of the Partidas, lib. Ss 
tit. 35. which defcribe three forts 
of tenures called Dewi/z, &§ olariega, 
and Behetria. By the firit, lands are 
devifed by the anveitor; /alar is a 
tenure upon another perfon’s manor, 
and obliges the owner to receive the 
lord of the tee when necetliry obliges 
him to travel ; and AeAvtria is in the 
nature of an allodium. (In propor- 
tion as thefe Aborigines gained 
ground on the Moors, and increafed 
in their numbers, many private per- 
fons diftinguifhed themfelves by 
their valour, and obtained teitimo- 
nies of their tervices, called, cartas 
de merced, which ferved them as a 
foundation of their birth and good 
defcent, without which documents 
their pofterity could not make it ap- 
pear; and if from a lapfe of time, 
or other unavoidable accidents, fuch 
proof fhould happen to be loft, or 
deftroyed, the law affords them 4 re- 
medy under thefe circumftances, by 
a declaration, importing, that fuch 

rfons as arc fuppofed to have had 
{uch certificates, may be relieved by 
making it appear, that their ancel- 
tors, time immemorial, have always 


been held and reputed as Hidalgos, 
E4 and 
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snd enjor ed the pris ileves of fuch, 
from a ftrong pre fumption i in their 
favour; the potle flion of land hav- 
ing equal force to any other docu- 
ment ; which is fully fet forth in the 
i ragmatica of Cord va. To thefe 
executory letters are granted, cartas 
executorias, expreilive of their privi- 
leyes; and for the better regulation 
of thefe m: itters, proper officers are 
appointed in the chancery courts, 

called alcaldes de lor hi dalgos, who 
ought to be Aidalgos themfelves, and 
hold jurifdi¢tion in thefe cafes, and 
no others: but even here innova- 
tions have taken place ; for as thefe 

rants flow from the fovercign, who 
is the fountain of honour, fome are 
declared EHidalgos de fangre, by right 
of defcent, and others de privilegio, 
or by office, in which the will of the 
fovereien hs 1s made amends for any 
deficiency of blood. 

+ There is afet of people near Se- 
eovia at a place called Zamarra- 
mala, who are exempt from tribute 
on account of the care they take in 
fending proper perfons every night 
to the caflle of Segovia to keep cen- 
tinel—one crics out Vela vela, hao, 
and the other* blows a horn, from 
whence they. have been titled bdal- 
gos by the hora. In Catalonia thofe 
gentlemen who are tlyled Homdre de 
Pareja, are contidered the fame as 
hidaleos in Catile, and were fo call- 
ed from the word par ary to cqup, 
nes name being given as a diftin tion 

by Borelo the 4th, count of Barcelo- 
na, at the fiege of that city, in 
95, who fummoning all his vaffals, 

to come to his afiiftance ; aint the 
Moors, nine hundred horfemen well 
mounted and equipped joined him, 
and with their aid he took the city, 
and this appellation has been civen 
in honourable remembrance of this 
loval action. 

* You wilof courfe be defirous to 
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know what are the privileges that 
thefe noble Hidalgos enjov? The 
principal of them are as tollow: 

“er. The firit and createit privilege 
which they hold by law is to enjoy 
all poits of dignity and honour in the 
church and {t: ite, With liberty, when 
churchmen, of h: wing a pli urality of 
benefices. - They are qualified for 
receiving all orders of knighthood, 
and are to be preferred in all em- 
baifies, governments, and. public 
comimuffions, 

‘6 2, When thev are examined as 
witnefles in civil and _—— cafes, 
their depofitions are to be taken 
in their own houtfe s, Without being 
obliged to quit them to go to thote 
of others. 

63, In all churches, proceffions,and 
other public acts or atlemblies, they 
are to have the next place of honour 
and precedency after the officers of 
juftice, conforming themfelves to 
particular cufloms. 

“© 4. They are not obliged to ac- 
cept of any challenge for combat, 
fuppoti Ing fuch were: allowed of, but 
from thole who are their equals. 

ss - te 5 hough it is torbidden to 
guardians to purch afe the efates of 
minors.this doe: s not extend to Hidal- 
gos, in whom the law does not fup- 
pofe any tr aud, and they may pur- 
chafe them publicly. 

“6, They are pern nitted to be feat- 
edin courts of juttice in preten ce of 
the judves, from the re fpect and ho- 
nour | to them. They have alfo 
feats in the courts of chancery, in 

confideration of their birth, which 
gives them a right to be near the 
pe rfons of prince Se 

‘¢-. Their perfons are free from 
arrett Sie debt, nor can any attach: 
ment be Jaid on their _— 
houfes, furniture, app arel, arms 
horfes, or mules in immediate ate 


q 
nor can they make a ceilion } if their 
' etiates, 
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efates, nor be difireffed in fuits of 
jaw, farther than their circumftances 
will admit of, but are to be allowed 
q reafonable and decent maintenance 
for their fupport. f 

“8, In cales of imprifonment for 
criminal matrers, they are to be 
treated dilerently from others, They 
are generally confined to their own 
houtes with a fate guard, or under 
arreft upon their honour, or allowed 
the city or town they lived in, and in 
articular cafes, are fent into caltles. 

‘*g, When punifhments are in- 
flicted for criminal cafes, they are to 
be lefs tevere to them than to others, 
as they are not to fufler ignominious 
punifhments, fuch as public fhame, 
whipping, gullies, nor are they to 
be hanved, but beheaded, excepting 
in cafes of treafon or herely. In cales 
that do not imply a corporal punith- 
ment but a pecuniary one, they are 
treated with more rigour, and pay a 
larger fine than cthers. 

‘*to They are not to be put to 
the rack or torture, excepting for 
fuch heinous crimes as are particu- 
larly {pecified by the laws. 

“11. When there are title deeds 
or other writings or papers in which 
two or more perfons have an equal 
night or property, and require a par- 
ticular charge, they are to be given 
up by preference to the cuflody of an 
Hidalgo, if anyof the parties are fuch. 

“42. The dauchter of an Hidal- 
£0 enjoys every privilege of her 
birth, though married to a common- 
er, and a woman who is not an Hi- 
dalga, enjoys all thele privileges 
When fhe is a widow, following the 
fortune of her hufband.— But if the 
Widow is an Hidalea, and the late 
hufband was a commoner, fhe falls 
into the flate of her hufband after his 
death, though the had the privileges 
other birth during his lie. 
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** 13. They are free from all du- 
ties, called Pecho:, Pedidos, Mone- 
das, Marteniegas Contribuciones, as 
well royal as civil, and all other le- 
vies ot whatever kind they may be, 
with a referve for fuch as are for the 
public benefit, in which they are 
equally concerned, fuch as the re- 
pairing the highways, bridges, foun- 
tains, walls, deftruction of locutts, 
and other vermin. 

*¢ 14, They are tree from perfonal 
fervice, and trom going to the wars, 
excepting when the king attends in 
perfon ; even then they are not to be 
torced, but invited, and acquainted 
that the royal flandard is diiplayed, 

‘15. No peifons whatever can 
be quartered upon, or lodged in, 
their houfes, except when the king, 
queen, prince or intantes are on 
the road, as in fuch cafes even the 
houfes of the clergy are not exempt. 

*¢ 16, They cannot be compelled 
to accept of the office of receiver of 
the king’s rents, or any other em- 
ployment which is confidered as 
mean, and derogatory to their digni- 
ty and rank. 

*¢ 17, By a particular cuflomgcon- 
firmed by royal authority in* that 
part of Cattile beyond the Ebro, ba- 
itards fucceed to their parents, and 
enjoy their honours contrary to the 
royal and common law. 

18. If a lady, who marries a 
commoner, fhould be a queen, 
duchef3, marchionefs, or countefs, 
for they have no barons inCattile,fhe 
not only does not lofe her rank, 
but conveys her titles to her huf- 
band, who holds them in right of 
his wife, 

“ ‘Thefe are the general privile- 
ges which the Hidalgos enjoy ; 
there are fome others of lefs con- 
fequence, as well as particular 
grants to certain perfons and fami- 
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lies. An ancient and ridiculous cuf- 
tom is faid to be obferved by noble 
ladies who are widows of plebeians, 
in order to recover their birthright, 
for which purpofe they carry a pack- 
fadcle on their fhoulders to their 


hufband’s grave, then throwin 
down and {triking it three times 
fay, ** villein, take thy villeiny, 
for I will abide by my nobility ” 
and then they recover their plivie 
leyes again.” 


fi 





ACCOUNT of a CONVENTION of the Inhabitants of WALEs, 
held at the Pafs Bwich Oer-ddrws, in the Reign of Henry IV, 


[From Mr. Pennant’s Journey to Snowpon.] 


és HIS pafs is noted for being 
one of the three places, in 
which were affembled, fix years after 
the wars of Glyndwr, all the great 
men of certain diftricts, in order to 
enforce the obfervation of juftice, by 
their own weight, without any other 
legal fanction. This, perhaps, was 
occationed by the mercilefs laws 
enacted againit the Welth by Henry 
IV. Ateach of thefe places, they 
entered into a compact to caufe juf- 
tice to be done for all wrongs in- 
flicted before and after the wars, but 
not during that turbulent period. 
Every one was to have his goods, or 
Jand, which had been forced from 
him, reftored without law-fuit ; and 
any goods detained after this, were 
to be deemed as fiolen: or it his 
lord fold them, he was fined ten 
pounds, and the goods, or their va- 
jue, tothe owner. If the refractory 
perion was hanged, or died a natural 
death, the demand lay good againtft 
the wife, heirs, or executors : but if 
they or the dented the demand, the 
plaintiff mutt procure his compur- 
gators, viz. fix perfons with him, to 
{wear to the right of his claim ; but 
(like the Enghth, in cafes of jury) 
the defendant had a right to chal- 
lenge one ot the fix; and another 
was to be provided in his ttead. 
** Atter this, follow various re- 
gulations tor reltoring the govern- 
{ 


ment of the country in general ; and 
feveral laws relative to waits and 
eftrays, vagrants, bail, recovery of 
debts, mantlaughter, thefts, duty of 
officers, &c. The code concludes 
with valuation of feveral goods and 
chattels, for which fatistaction was 
to be made. For example, a hori 
and mare, on the oath of the owner 
and two neighbours, were valued at 
ten fhillings; a foal at twenty 
pence; an ox at a mark ; a cowat 
ten fhillings ; the hire of an ox, and 
the milk of a cow, were alfo va- 
lued ; an ewe was efteemed at fix- 
teen pence, her wool at four pence, 
her milk at two pence, and her lamb 
at eight pence. _ . 

«© As a proof of the high value 
of arms, and that we had few ma- 
nufaétures of that kind, a "vo 
handed fword was valued at ten 
fhillings, a one-handed at bx fhil- 
lings and eight pence, and a feel 
buckler at two fhillings and eight 
pence : but, what is very fingular, 
a bow, which themfelves could make, 
was valued at fixteen pence, and an 
arrow at fix pence. 

“ To all thefe laws, no penalty 
was annexed for the breach ; except 
ing the forfeiture of the ne 
compact, which, in thofe uniettic’ 
times, Was probably fufhicient, 4 
it left the party unfupported 4 


se of 
triendlets. ANCIENT 








MANNERS or NATIONS. 


(75) 


ANCIENT HOSPITALITY of the WELCH. 
[From the fame Work.]} 


« YF MUST not lead the reader 
into a belief, that every ha- 
bitation of thefe early times was 
equal in magnificence to that of 
Ednowain ap Bradwen. Thofe of 
inferior gentry were tormed of wat- 
tles, like Indian wigwams, or High- 
land hovels ; without gardens or 
orchard, and formed for removal 
from place to place, for the fake of 
new paiture, or a greater plenty of 
me. The furniture was corref- 
ndent ; there were neither tables, 
nor cloths, nor napkins; but this 
is lefs wonderful, fince we find, that 
even fo late as the time of Edward 
JI. ftraw was ufed in the royal 
apartment. se agen this, 
the utmoft hofpitality was preferved : 
every houfe was open, even to the 
pooreft perfon. When a ftranger 
entered, his arms were taken from 
him, and layed by ; and, after the 
{eriptural cuftom, water was brought 
to wafh his feet. The fare was fim- 
ple ; the meal did not confift of an 
elegant varicty, but of numbers 
of things put together in a large 
difh ; the bread was thin oat-cakes, 
fuch as are common in our moun- 
tainous parts at this time. The fa- 
mily waited on the guefts, and never 


touched any thing till they had 
done, when it took up with what 
was left. Mutfic, and the free con- 
verfation of the young women, 
formed the amufements of the time ; 
for jealoufy was unknown among us. 
Bands of young men, who knew no 
profeffion but that of arms, often 
entered the houfes, and were wel- 
come guefts; for they were con- 
fidered as the voluntary defenders 
of the liberties of their country. 
They mixed with the female part 
of the family, joined their voices to 
the melody of the harp, and con- 
fumed the day with the moft ani- 
mated feftivity. At length, funk 
into repofe, not under rich tefters, 
or on downy beds, but along the 
fides of the room, on a thin cover- 
ing ot dried reeds, placed round the 
great fire, which was placed in the 
centre, they lay down promifcu- 
oufly, covered only by a coarfe 
home-made cloth, called Brychan, 
or plaid, the fame with the more 
ancient Bracha; and kept, one an- 
other warm, by lying clote together ; 
or fhould one fide lofe its genial heat, 
they turn about, and yive the chilly 
fide to the fire.” 








REMAINS of MINSTRELSIE among the WELC H 


[From the fame Work. ] 


“ COME vein of the ancient min- 
ftrelfic is fill to be met with 
in thefe mountainous countries. 
Numbers of perfons, of both fexes, 
afemble, and fit around the harp, 


finging alternately pennylls, or flan- 
zas of ancient Or modern poetry. 
The young people ufually begin the 
night with dancing, and when they 
are tired, fit down, and affume this 

fpecies 
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fpecies of relixation. Oftentimes, throughout the night: Certanp in 
like the modern /provifitore of Italy, fey palamgue animofa conte etioxney ‘ 
they will fing extempore veries, A ta morte finit fecpe vi itam, fpirity p - 
perfon con. erfant in this art, will deficiente « quam cantu, may alto “ 
produce a penyll appofite to the laft added. The cadience ufya! ape 
which was funy: the fubjeéts pro- for the tune : fometimes only a few 
duce a great deal of mirth: for they can fing to it ; and in many cafes 
are fometimes jocular, at others fa- the whole company : but when a 
tical, and many amorous. They party of capital fingers affemb le, 
will continue finging without inter- they rarely call fora tune; for it is 
miffion, and never repeat the fame indifferent to them what. tune the 
ftanza; tor that would occafion the harper plays.  Parithes often con- 
lofs of the honour of being held tend againit parifhes ; and every bill 
firit of the fong. Like ni: rht- 1s vocal with the chorus,” 
ingales, they fupport the contett 





ANCIENT HUNTING among the WELCH. 


[From the fame Work. ] 


HE Welch had feveral ani- animal of chace, and becaufe every 
mals who were the objects body, who came by at his death, 
of the chace; fuch as, y Carw, or before he was fkinned, might claim 
the ftag ; Kaid Wenyn, a fwarm of a fhare in him. The next animals 
bees ; and y Gleifiad, or the nel were Helta Gyfarthta, or the ani- 


mon; yr Arth, the bear > y Drisg mals which could be brought to bay, 
hedy dd, chinbing anima Is, | fup pote fuch as the bear, &c. which were 
wild cats, martins, and ‘fquicrels ; hunted with hounds till they at- 
and Ceiltog Coed, or cock of the cended a tree. ‘Che bird mentioned 
wood. And the lait divifion was, here, is the cock of the wood, whole 


vy Liwynog, the fox; Yigyfarnog, nature it is to fit perched on a 
the hare: > an d y Ywreh, ‘the roe, bough, where they will gaze rill 
Some of the above come. very im- they are thot, as they were, in old 


yet we re comprehende ‘¥ in the a “ The third divilion was Heli 


ot laws relative to the diverfion, Ddolef, or the fhouting-ch: ice, he- 
formed, as 1s fuppofed, by Gryfiyd caufe attended by the clamor of the 
ap Cynan. fportfmen ; and ‘comprehended the 
‘* | futpeét alfo, that the otter fox, the hare, and the roe. vi 
was an object ot divertion ; there method of hu: ‘ting wi is either wilh 
being aC vich Dytrgwm, or an an- hounds, or ¢rehounds, which t 
nual payment, by the Welch, forthe — let flip at the animals, holding the C 
pri ince’s Water dk $s dogs in leafhes. No one was tof ip 
* The thre firft were Heifa - grehound when the hounes 
Grvfiredon, or the common hunt. were inchace, unlefs he h: a hound 
The ¢ ftac, becaufe he was the nubleit in the pack, on pe nalty gt hav 
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the grehound ham ftrung: neither 
was it allowed to kill any animal of 
chace on its form, or at reit, on pain 
of torteiting his bow and arrow to 
the lord of the manor, When 
feveral grehounds, the property ot 
different perfons, were tlipt at any 
animal, the perfon whofe dog was 
nearelt the beaft, when lait in fight, 
claimed the ikin. A bitch was ex- 
cepted, unlefs it was proved the was 
pregnant by a dog which had betore 
won a fkin. 

‘“Every perfon who carries a 
horn, mutt givea fcientinical account 
of the nine objetts of chace, or elfe 
he will be looked on as a pretend- 
er, and forfeit his horn. ‘The fame 
penalty attends the Cynllafan, or 
leath; he is never again to wear it 
round his middle, on pain of tor- 
feiture; but then he is fuffered to 
wear it round his arm. 

‘“* The ancient Welch held the 
fiefh of the ttag, hare, wild boar, and 
the bear, to be the ¢reatelt deli- 
cacies among the beaits of chace. 

““The prince had his Pencyn- 
wydd, orchief huntfman. He was the 
tenth ofticer of the court. He had 
for his own fupper one dith of meat ; 
and after it, three horns of mead, 
one from the king, another from 
the queen, the third from the ftew- 
ard of the houfhold. He was ne- 
ver to fwear, but by his horn and 
his leah. He had the third of the 
fines and heriots of all the other 
huntimen; and likewife the fame 
thare of the amobr, on the mar- 
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riage of any of their daughters. 
At a certain time of the year, he 
was to hunt for the king only: at 
other feafons, he was permitted to 
hunt for himfelf. His horn was 
that of an ox, of a pound value. 
He had in winter an ox’s hide, to 
make leafhes ; in fummer, a cow’s, 
to cut into {patterdafhes. 

** The king had liberty of hunt- 
ing wherefoever he pleafed ; but if 
a bealt was hunted and killed on 
any ventleman’s eftate, and not 
followed and claimed by the huntf- 
man that night, the owner of the 
land might convert it to his own 
ufe, but was to take good care of 
the dogs, and preferve the fkin. 

** The penalty of killing a tame 
ftag of the king’s, was a pound ; 
and a certain fine, if it was a wild 
one: if it was killed between a 
certain day in November, and the 
featt of St. John, the value was 
fixty pence ; but the fine for kill- 
ing it, a hundred and eighty pence. 
A fttag was alfo reckoned equiva- 
lent to an ox; a hind to a well- 
grown cow; a roe to a goat; a 
wild fow to a tame fow; a badger 
had no value, becaufe in fome years 
it was mealfled ; wolves and foxes, 
and other noxious animals, had no 
value, becaufe every body was al- 
lowed to kill them ; and there was 
none fet upon a hare, for a very 
fingular reafon, becaufe it was be- 
lieved every other month to change 
its fex,” 
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Generofity of the ExGtisns BARONS, in the 13th and 14th 
CENTURIES. 


[From the Fourth Volume of Dr. Henry’s Hiltory of Great Britain. } 


oe Noble fpirit ofliberality and 

munificence prevailed in 
this period, efpecia'ly among the 
great martial barons ; of which it 
may be proper to give one example : 
the lord James Audeley, one of the 
firft knights of the Garter, obtain- 
ed permiffion from the prince of 
Wales, to begin the battle of Poic- 
tiers; and, attended by his four 
faithful efquires, performed pro- 
digies of valour. As foon as the 
aéiion was over, and the victory 
complete, the Prince inquired for 
the lord Audeley ; and being in- 
formed, that he lay dangeroufly 
wounded at a little diftance, com- 
manded, if it could be done with 
fafety, to bring him to his tent. 
When lord haldiey, carried ina 
litter, entered, the Prince embrac- 
ed him in the mott affectionate man- 
ner ; declared, that he had been 
the beft doer in arms in the bufi- 
nefs of that day ; and made him a 
grant of soo marks yearly, (equi- 
valent to about 8,oo01. at pre- 
fent), as a reward of his valour. 
Lord Audeley accepted this noble 
grant with the warmelt expreflions 


of gratitude ; but as foon as he 
was carried to his own tent, he be- 
ftowed it on his four brave and 
faithful efquires, without refervin 
any fhare of it to himfelf: The 
prince applauded this generous ac- 
tion, and rewarded it with another 
grant of 600 marks a-year. The 
generofity of thofe times was not 
always fo wifely directed, but of- 
ten degenerated into vain abfurd 
extravagance. Alexander III. king 
of Scotland, being prefent at the 
coronation of Edward I. rode to 
Weftmintter, attended by one hun- 
dred knights, mounted on fine 
horfes, which they let loofe, with 
all their furniture, as foon as they 
alighted, to be feized by the po- 
pulace as their property. In this 
he was imitated by the earls of 
Lancafter, Cornwall, Gloucetter, 
Pembroke, and Warrenne, who 
each paid Edward the fame expen- 
five unprofitable compliment. The 
extravagant ruinous liberalities of 
Henry III. and Edward II. are { 
well known, that they need not be 
mentioned,” 





Hofpitality of the Princes and great BARons, in the fame Period. 


[From the fame Work. } 


ee A‘ almof unlimited hofpi- 
tality reigned in the pa- 
laces of princes, and the caiftles of 


great barons, in the times we are 
now delineating. ‘The courts © 
fome of the kings of England, he 
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this period, are faid to have been 
{plendid and numerous, to a de- 
gree that is hardly credible, and 
of which no examples have been 
feen for feveral centuries. That 
ef Richard U1. is thus defcribed by 
an hiftorian of the greateft inte- 
grity: ** His royalty was fuch, that 
wherefoever he lay, his perfon was 
guarded by two hundred Chethire- 
men; he had about him thirteen 
bithops, befides barons, knights, 
e(quires, and other more than need- 
ed; infomuch, that to the houfe- 
hold came every day to meat 10,000 
people, as appeared by the meffes 
told out of the kitchen to 300 fer- 
vitors, &c.”” We may form fome 
idea of the magnificence and hof- 
pitality of the opulent and power- 
ful barons of thofe times, from an 
account of the houfehold expences 
of Thomas earl of Lancalter, for 
A.D. 1313. From that account 
appears, that this great earl ex- 
pended in houfe-keeping that year 
nolefs than 73091. containing as 
much filver as 21,9271. equal in 
tficacy to 109,635 1. of our money 
0 The furprifing cheap- 
nels of fome of the articles in that 
account gives us reafon to think, 
that it would even require a much 
greater {um than 109,635 1. to pur- 
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chafe an equal quantity of provi- 
fions at this time. The pipe of 
French wine colt only 17s. which, 
according to the above computa- 
tion, was equivalent to 4]. 5s. of 
our money ; a very inconfiderable 
part of its price at prefent. We 
or judge alfoof the grandeur and 
hofpitality with which this earl 
lived, and of the immenfe quan- 
tities of provifions of all kinds that 
were confumed in his family, in 
one year, from the quantity of wine, 
which was no lefs than 371 pipes. 
Other earls and barons, in gere- 
ral, {pent almoft all their revenues, 
and the produce of their large do- 
mains, in hofpitality at their caftles 
in the country, which were ever 
open to ftrangers of condition, as 
well as to their own vaflals, friends, 
and followers. ‘This profufe ex- 
— = it would feem, 
egan to decline a little towards 
the conclufion of this period ; and 
fome barons, inftead of dining al- 
ways in the great hall with theiec 
numerous dependents, according to 
ancient cuftom, dined fometimes in 
private parlours, with their own 
families, and a few familiar friends. 
But this innovation was very unpo- 
pular, and fubjected thofe who a- 
dopted it to much reproach.” 





Romantic GaLLantTry and CHIVALRY, in the Centucies be- 
fore mentioned. 


{From the fame Work.] 


-- Splendid oftentatious kind 

of gallantry, expreflive of 
the moft profound refpect and high- 
et admiration of the beauty and 
"irtwe of the ladies, was ftudied 
and practifed by the martial ba- 


rons, knights, and efquires, of this 
period. ‘This gallantry appeared 
in its greateft luftre at royal tour- 
naments, and other grand and fo- 
lemn fellivals, at which the ladies 
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and received peculiar honours. 
When Edward III. A. D. 1344, 
celebrated the magnificent feaft of 
the Round Table, at Windfor, to 
which all the nobility of his own 
dominions, and of the neighbour- 
ing countries, had been invited, 
queen Philippa, and 300 ladies, 
illuftrious for their birth and beauty, 
uniformly dreffed in the richeft ha- 
bits, adorned that folemnity, and 
were treated with the mott pomp- 
ous romantic teftimonies of refpect 
and admiration. Many of the mott 
magnificent tournaments of thofe 
times were the effects of this kind 
of gallantry, and were deligned 
for the honour and entertainment 
of the ladies, who appeared at 
thefe folemnities in prodigious num- 
bers, and from different countries. 
Sometimes a few brave and gallant 
knights publifhed a proclamation 
in their own, and in feveral other 
countries, afferting the fuperior 
beauty and virtue of the ladies 
whom they loved; and challeng- 
ing all who dared to difpute that 
fuperiority, to meet them at a cer- 
tain time and place to determine 
the important controverfy by com- 
bat. Thefe challenges were con- 
itantly accepted, and_ produced 
tournaments, to which princes, 
knights, and ladies of different na- 
tions crouded. ‘This romantic gal- 
lantry difplayed itfelf in times of 
war, as well as peace, and amor- 
ous and youthful knights fought as 
much for the honour of their mi- 
itreffes, as of their country. A 
party of Englith and a party of 
French cavalry, met near Cher- 
burg, A. D. 1379, and immedi- 
ately prepared tor battle. When 
they were on the point of engag- 
ing, Sir Lancelot de Lorres, a 
French Knight, cried aloud, that 
he had a more beauwful miftrefs 
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than any of the Englith. This was 
denied by Sir John Copeland, who 
ran the Frenchman through the 
body with his fpear, and laid him 
dead at his feet. When Edward Ill. 
raifed a great army to affert his 
claim to the crown of France, a 
confiderable number of young En. 
glith gentlemen, put each of them 
a patch upon one of his eyes, mak. 
ing a folemn vow to his miftrefs, 
that he would not take it of till 
he had performed fome notable ex. 
ploit in France, to her honour; 
and thefe gentlemen (fays Froif- 
fart) were much admired, 

‘The revival of chivalry by Ed- 
ward I. and Edward III. contribut- 
ed not a little to promote valour, 
munificence, and this fplendid kind 
of gallantry, among perfons of con- 
dition, who afpired to the honours 
of knighthood, which were then 
objects of ambition to the greateft 
princes. An ingenious writer, who 
had {tudied this fubjeét with the 
greatett care, aflirms pofitively, that 
** all the heroic virtues which then 
‘© exifted in the feveral ttates of 
‘* Chriftendom, were the fruits of 
‘© chivalry.” This aflertion may 
be too ftrong ; but it cannot be de- 
nied, that the fpirit and the laws 
of chivalry were friendly to the 
caufe of virtue. By thefe laws, 
none but perfons of unfullied cha- 
racters could obtain the honours o! 
knighthood, which were conferred 
with much folemnity, on the mol 
public occafions, and in the pre- 
fence of the mott augutt affemblies. 
After the candidate had given fuf- 
ficient proofs of his prowets, an 
other virtues, to merit that diflinc- 
tion, and had prep: red himfelt for 
receiving it, by fatting, coufefliag, 
hearing maffes, and other atts 0 
devotion, he took an oath, conti 
. . » Be articles which, 
ing of twenty-fx articiess in aw 
amos 
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amoneft other things, he fwore, 
that + would be a good, brave, 
oval, juit, generous, and gentle 
knight, a champion of the church 
and clergy, a protector of the la- 
dies, and a redrefler of the wrongs 
of widows and orphans. Thofe 
knights who acquitted themfelves 
of thefe obligations in an honour- 
able manner, were favoured by the 
fair, and courted by the great; but 
thoe who were guilty of bafe dif- 
honourable actions, were degraded 
with every poffible mark of infamy. 
Allthis could hardly fail to have 
fone influence on the conduct of 
thofe who were invefted with that 
dignity ; though, from the rude- 
neis of the times, and the general 
difolution of manners which then 
revailed, that influence was pro- 

bly much lefs than might have 
been expected. 

“ Chivalry declined in England 
during the inglorious reigns of king 
Joho and Henry III. but revived 
under Edward I. ‘That prince was 
one of the moft accomplifhed knights 
of the age in which he flourithed, 
and both delighted and excelled in 
feats of chivalry, It is a fufficient 
proof of this, that when he was on 
his return from the Holy Land, 
ater his father’s death, and knew 
that his prefence was ardently defir- 
td in England, he accepted an in- 
vitation to a tournament at Chalons 
in Burgundy. At that famous tour- 
nament, which terminated in a real 
battle, he difplayed his valour and 
dexterity to great advantage, and 
guned a complete victory. Ed- 
Ward III, was no lef fond of chi- 
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valry, and encouraged it both by 
his example and munificence. In 
this he was influenced by policy, as 
well as inclination. Having form- 
ed the defign of afferting his claim 
to the crown of France, he labour- 
ed to intpire his own fubjects with 
a bold enterprifing fpirit, and 
to entice as many valiant foreigners 
as poflible into his fervice. With 
this view he celebrated feveral pom- 
pous tournaments, to which he in- 
vited all ftranyers who delighted in 
feats of arms, entertained them with 
the moft flowing hofpitality, and 
loaded fuch of them as excelled in 
thefe martial fports with honours 
and rewards, in order to attach them 
to his perfon, and engage them to 
fight in his caufe. With the faine 
view, and about the fame time, he 
founded the moft honourable order 
of the Garter; of which his own 
heroic fon the Black Prince was the 
firft knight, and all the firft com- 
panions were perfons famous for 
their victories at tournaments, and 
in realwars. Philip de Valois, king 
of France, was fo much alarmed at 
thefe proceedings of his powerful 
rival, that he fet up a round table 
at Paris, in oppoilition to that at 
Windfor, and endeavoured to ren- 
der his tournaments more fplendid 
than thofe of Edward, in order to 
attract a greater number of foreign 
knights, that he might retain them 
in his fervice. [n a word, chival. 
ry, which is now an object of ridi- 
cule, was, in thofe times, a matte. 
of the greateft moment, and had no 
little influence on the manners of 
mankind, and the fate of nations.” 
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Some ACCOUNT of the MANNERS of the INHABITANTS 
of CONNECTICUT. 


[From the Generat History of @Connecticur.] 


s RAVITY and a ferious de- 

portment, together with 
fliynefs and bafhfulnefs, generally at- 
tend the firit communications with 
the inhabitants of Conneéticut ; bur, 
after a fhort acquaimtance, they be- 
come very familiar and inquifitive 
about news. Who are you, 
whence come you, where going, 
what is your bufinefs, and what 
your religion ? They do not confi- 
der thefe and fimilar queftions as 
impertinent, and confequently ex- 
pect a civil aniwer. When the 
ftranger has fatisfied their curiofity, 
they will treat him with all the hof.- 
pitality in their power, and great 
caurion mult be obferved to get quit 
of them and their houfes without 
giving them offence. If the itranger 
has crofs and difficult roads to tra- 
vel, they will go with him till all 
danger is paft, without fee or re- 
ward, The ftranger has nothing to 
do but civilly to fay, ¢ Sir, I thank 
you, and will call upon you when 
I return.’ He muft not fay, * God 
blefs you, I fhall be glad to fee you 
at my houfe,” unlefs he is a minif- 
ter; becauic they hold, that the 
words * God blets you’ fhould not 
be fpoken by common people ; and 
* I thall be glad to fee you at my 


the following character: * I have 
found,’ faid he, ¢ the people of 
Connecticut the wifett of any 

the continent—they are the bet 
friends and the worft enemies—they 
are hair-bratned bigots on all fides 
—and they may be compared to the 
horfe and mule without bit and 
bridle. In other colonies f have 
paid tor my food and lodging; but 
could never fpend one penny in fruit. 
ful Conneticut, whofe banks flow 
with milk and honey, and whofe 
fons and daughters never fail to feed 
and refrefh the weary traveller qwith 
out money and cvithout price.’ 

On caturday evenings the people 
look four and fad : on the Sabbath, 
they appear to have loft their dearett 
friends, are almoft fpeechlefs, and 
walk foftly ; they even obferve it 
with more exactnefs than ever did 
the Jews. A quaker preacher told 
them, with much truth, that they 
worfhipped the Sabbath, and not 
the God of the Sabbath. ; 

‘¢’'The people are extremely fondot 
ftrangers pafling through the colony, 
but véry averfe to foreigners fertling 
ainong them ; which féw have done 
without ruin to their characters and 
fortunes by detraétion and law furs, 
unlefs recommended as men of 


~ 


“> < 


at ei 
Bh iarts 


grace by fome known and revere 
republican proteftant in Europe. 

«6 Amidftall thedarknefs of fuper- 
tition that furrounds the ftate, ¢ 
humanity it fhews to poor ftrangers 
feized with ficknefs in the 8 
or to fuch perfons as are a 7 ; 
ed upon its coa(ts, fhines with diitia 


al ; Thefe unfortunate 
cuifhed luitre. rhefe ca fesen 


houfe’ they look upon as an infin- 
cere compliment paid them for what 
they do out of duty to the ftranger. 
Their hofpirality is highly exempla- 
ry ; they are fincere in it, and reap 
great pleature by reflecting that per- 
haps they have entertained angels. 
‘The Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, 
in one of his fermons, gave them 
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{aferers are immediately provided 
with neceflaries of every kind, by 
order of the felectmen, whofe ex- 
pences are reimburfed out of the co- 
lony treafury. 

“ Eftates in Connecticut pafs from 

tion to generation by gavel- 
kind; fo that there are few perfons, 
excepting of the labouring clafs, who 
have not freeholds of their own to 
cultivate. A general mediocrity of 
fution being thus conflitutionally 
promoted, it is no wonder that the 
fich man is defpifed and the poor 
man's bleffing is his poverty, In 
no part of the world are Jes petits 
and les grands fo much upon a par as 
here, where none of the people are 
deftitute of the conveniences of life, 
and the fpirit of independence. 
From their infancy, their education 
a citizens point out no diftinétion 
between licentioufnefs and liberty ; 
and their religion is fo muffled with 
fuperftition, felf-love, and provin- 
calenmity, as not yetto have taught 
them that humility and refpe& for 
others, which from others they de- 
mand. Notwithftanding hele ef- 
fets of the levelling plan, there 
are many exceptions to be found, 
mthe province, of gentlemen of 
ae eltates and generous princi- 
ples, 

“ The people commonly travel on 
herfeback ; and the ladies are ca- 
pable of teaching their neighbours 
theart of horfemanthip. There are 
lewcoaches in the colony ; but ma- 
ty chaifes and whifkeys. In the 
winter the fleivh is ufed; a vehicle 
“awn by two horfes, and carrying 
'Y perfons in its box, which hangs 
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on four pofts ftanding on two fteel 
fliders, or large fcates. 

_ * Dancing, fifhing, hunting, fca- 
ting, and riding in fleighs on the 
ice, are all the amufements allowed 
in the colony, 

‘¢ Themen in general, throughout 
the province, are tall, flout, and ro- 
buft. The greateft care is taken of 
the limbs and bodies of infants, 
which are kept ftrait by means of a 
board ; a practice learnt of the In- 
dian women, who abhor all crook- 
ed people : fo that deformity is here 
ararity. Another cuftom derived 
from the Indians is, to welcome a 
new born infant into the world with 
urine and honey, the effects of 
which are wonderful; and hence it 
is that at groanings there are always 
a little boy and a rattle-{nake’s fkin, 
the latter of which prevents numb- 
nefs and the cramp. The women 
are fair, handfome, yenteel. ‘They 
have, indeed, adopted various cuf- 
toms of the Indian women; but 
cannot learn, like them, how to fup- 
port the pains of child-bearing 
without a groan. 

«¢ The women of ConneCicut are 
ftri€ly virtuous, and to be compas 
red to the prude rather than the Eu- 
ropean polite lady. They are not 
permitted to read plays; cannot 
converfe about whift, quadrille, 
or operas ; but will freely talk upon 
the fubjects of hiftory, geography, 
and the mathematics. They are 
great cafuifts and polemical divines ; 
and | have known not a few of them 
fo well fkilled in Greek and Latin, 
as often to put to the blufh learned 
gentlemen.” 
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Some ACCOUNT of the INHABIT ANTS and PRODUCTIONS 
of the SANDWICH ISLES. 


[From the Journal of Captain Coox’s laft Voyage to the Pacipic 
Ocean. ] 


$6 HESE iflands, which lic in 

the latitude of 21 deg. 
44 min. N. and in long. 1gg E. are 
not, in beauty and fertility, inferior 
to the Friendly Iflands in the fouth- 
ern hemifphere, nor are the inhabi- 
tants Icfs ingenious or civilized, 
Excepting the firit quarrel that hap- 
pened, we had not the leaft difference 
with any of them during our ftay. 
What they had to difpote of they 
parted with upon the eafieft terms ; 
nor did they feem fo thievithly in- 
clined as thofe on the other fide the 
line. 

‘“* The men in thefe iflands are 
of the middle fize, of a dark com- 
plexion, not much tattowed, but of 
a lively open countenance. ‘They 
were no otherwiie clothed than 
decency required, and what they 
had on appeared to be of their own 
manufacture, of Which there were 
various fabricks, and of a variety of 
colours... Some were made with 
borders exactly refembling cover- 
lids, and others appeared like printed 
cottons ; and, befides cloth, they 
had many other articles which 
fhewed that they had artificers 
among them, not wanting in inge- 
nuity. One peculiarity we obferved 
among the men, and that was in the 
cut of their hair, which they trim- 
med up to a ridge alony their heads, 
in torm hke what, in horfes manes, 
is called hogging. Others again 
wore it long, plaiting it in tails, 
which hung below the waiit: and 
thete we took for marks of difline- 
tion among them, Add to this, a 


kind of thort cloak worn by their 
chiefs, in fhape like thofe worn by 
the ladics in England, and com- 
pofed of mo beautiful feathers, 
ranged in rows, one over another, 
and narrowing from the ‘lower bor- 
der ull they terminate in a kind of 
net-work round the neck. The 
women in general have fhock hair, 
which they were at great pains to 
ornament, They had large holes 
in their ears, that, filled as they 
were, with moft beautifully coloured 
fells made up in clutters, ferved 
for jewels, and had no bad effect. 
‘L heir head-drefs confitted of wreathes 
of flowers, decorated with feathers, 
chiefly red ; and having, in general, 
lively piercing black eyes, white 
teeth, finall features, and round 
faces, were not a little inviting, had 
not capt. Cook’s fevere prohibition 
put a check to the predominant pa 
fion of our men. 

“ Their drefs, upon the whole, 
was more decent than that of te 
men, and few were without neck: 
laces and bracelets, of which they 
feemed very fond, and for which ou! 
itrings of beads were well fuited. | 

“Their manufactures the pe 
ple freely fold for nails, hatchet 
{ciffars, knives, or iron inftruments 
of any kind; glafs bowls was a * 
luable article, fo were beads, « 
tons, looking-glafles, a 
and in fhorte any of our kurope 
commodities. sh 

** Excepting the fuger-coeee 1 
appeared indigenous to thete Wane 


~ a a hole on 
and which were rare 32 thé ne 
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the other fide the line, their pro- 
duce was much the fame; only the 
cocoa-nuts were by no means fo 
large, nor in fo great plenty here 
as at the Friendly Iles,’ 

«¢ Wood was not to be purchafed 
in plenty, nor did we ftand much 
in need of that article. 

* Hogs, dogs, ducks, and poultry 
were here in greater abundance than 
on the other fide the line, but their 
plantations were not fo beautifully 
ranged, nor fo well cultivated, 
The houfes here are warmer as the 
air is colder, ‘They are built tent- 
fathion, and are covered from top to 
bottom. 

‘« There feems indeed a remark- 
able conformity between thefe iflands 
and thofe of the oppofite hemifphere, 
not only in their fituation, but in 
their number, and in the manners, 
cuftoms, arts, and manufactures of 
the inhabitants, though it can fcarce- 
ly be imagined, that they could ever 
have any communication, as the 


globe is now conftitured, being at 
more than 2000 miles diitance one 
from the other, with very little dr 

land between, From obferving this 
general conformity among the tro- 
pical iflanders, fome have been led 
to believe, that the whole middle 
region of the earth was once one 
entire continent, and that what 
is now the Great South Pacific 
ocean, was, in the beginning, the 
paradife of the world : but whoever 
would with to hear more on this 
fubject, will do well to read Bur- 
net’s Theory of the Earth, where, 
if he does not find arguments folid 
enough to convince his reafon, he 
will meet with reafoning fufficiently 
plaufible to amufe his fancy.” 

We have contented ourfelves 
with only one fhort extract from 
this anonymous work, becaufe we 
wait for the more complete and au- 
thoritative relation of Capt. Cook’s 
Voyage, which is to be publifhed by 
Capt. King. 
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CHARACTER or EURIPIDES, and REMARKS in Favour 
of the GREEK TRAGEDIES, 


[From the Preface to the firft Volume of Mr, Porrer’s TransLatiox 
of the TraGepies of Euripipes. 


“s F the origin of the Greek Dra- 
ma, andits perfection under 
the three great mafters, Ai{fchylus, 
Sophocles, and Euripides, enough 
has been faid in the preface to the 
tranflation of A{chylus, where their 
comparative merit 1s fiated and ac- 
counted for. Euripides was to 
Aéfchylus what Rafaelle was to Mi- 
chael Angelo: in Afchylus all isin- 
{piration ; his genius is bold and fie- 
ry ; his ideas are vaft and fublime ; 
his perfons are a fupreme order of 
beings. Euripides owed more to ftu- 
dy, but it was chiefly the ftudy of 
nature; his genius is bright and 
glowing ; his images are vivid and 
deeply impreffed ; his characters de- 
figned with propriety, and fupported 
with dignity : but he is chiefly dif- 
tinguifhed from all other writers by 
the purity and copioufnefs of his 
moral fentiments, and his irrefiftible 
wer in moving the tender paf- 
fions : for the firft he was indebted 
to his education under Prodicus and 
Anaxagoras, and his friendfhip with 
Socrates ; the latter he drew from his 
own heart: what he telt warmly, he 
painted pathetically ; like our own 
Spenfer 
He fteep'din tears the piteous lines he wrote, 
The tend’reftbardthate’er empaflion’d fong, 


_ ** Tf wemay with reafon and truth 
form this judgment of the drama of 
Euripides, we mutt be furprifed and 
forry to find a very refpectable critic 
expreffing himfelf in thefe words, 
** Greek tragedies are more active 
than fentimental ; they contain ma- 
ny fenfible refleétions on morals, 
manners, and upon life in general; 
but no fentiments excepting what are 
plain and obvious. The fubyects are ot 
the fimpleft kind, fuch as give rife 
to the paffions of hope, fear, love, ba- 
tred, envy, and revenge, in their 
moft ordinary exertions: no intr- 
cate nor delicate fituation to occafon 
any fingular emotion ; no gradual 
{welling and fubfiding of patlon; 
and feldom any conflict between dit- 
ferent paffions. I would not however 
be underftood as meaning to depre- 
ciate Greek tragedies. They ae 
indeed wonderful productions of ge- 
nius, confidering that the Greeks at 
that period were but beginning to 
emerge from roughnefs and barbarity 
into a tafte for literature. The com- 
pofitions of Efchylus, Sophocles, 
and Euripides, muft have been highly 
relifhed among a peaple who had no 
idea of any thing more perfect. We 
judge by comparifon, and evely 


work is held to be perfect that — 
rival. 











PREFACE fo 


rival, It ought at the fame time to 
be kept in view, that it was not the 
dialogue which chiefl y enchanted the 
Athenians, nor variety in the pai- 
fions reprefented, nor perfection in 

.the actors, but machinery and pom- 
pous decoration, joined with i 
fite mufic. ‘That thefe particulars 
were carried to the greateft height, 
we may with certainty conclude fran 
the extravagant fums beitowed upon 
thém : the exhibiting a fingle trage- 
dy was more expenfive to the Athe- 
nians than their fleet or their army 
in any fingle campaign. ” Sketches 
of the Hiftory of Man, vol, i. 
p. 141. 

* Let it not be deemed pedantry, 
or an affectation of admiring the 
writers of ancient Greece, but im- 
partial juftice, to obferve, that if the 
Greek tragedies were more active 
than fentimental, thofe great poets 
perfectly knew their province; for 
tragedy, as Ariftotle defines it, is 
the imitation of an action. The 
fimplicity of the fubject conftitutes 
one of their principal excellencies : 
and from that fimple fubjeét to give 
nfe tothe paffions, is a proof of 
their power : whether thefe pailions 
were called forth only in their moft 
ordinary exertions, whether no de- 
licate fituation occafioned any fingu- 
lar emotion, whether there is no 
gradual {welling and fubfiding of 
pafion, no conflict between different 
paflions, the Englith reader will be 
able to determine from reading any 
one of thefe tragedies, particularly 
the empaffioned characters of Phz- 
dra and Medea, and probably will 
beenchanted with the dialogue and 
the variety in the paflions reprefent- 
«. The age which produced, be- 
hides thefe tragic poets, Pindar, Si- 
monides, Prodicus, Anaxagoras, 
the accomplithed Pericles, Socrates, 

many other great men, could 
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not be but beginning to emerge 
from roughnefs and barbarity into a 
tafle for literature; Athens was ra- 
ther, at that time, advanced to its 
higheft perfection in all the polite 
arts: itis not a proof of the barba- 
rifm of that people, that they had 
no idea of any fing more perfect 
than the compofitions of “Efchylus, 
Sophocles, and Euripides ; if it is, 
the barbarifm yet remains. That 
the mufic, which accompanied thefe 
trayedies, wes fo exquifite as fome 
imagine, ** who have formed a ro- 
mantic idea of ancient mufic upon 
the exaggerated accounts of i's ef- 
fects, which they have read in old 
authors,” will not be readily allow- 


ed; “ with all the fimplicity of 


their mufic, the poets themitelves 
being able to fet their own pieces, 
and to fing them fo well to the fatif- 
faction of the public, is to a perfect 
judge a certain proof that their my- 
fic had not only fewer difficulties, 
but fewer excellencies than the mo- 
dern.” ‘Their machinery and de- 
coration were indeed magnificent ; 
but it muf not be fuppofed that the 
exhibiting a fingle tragedy was more 
expenfive to the Athenians than 
their fleet or their army in any fin- 
gle campaign. ‘The authority of De- 
mofthenes will probably be thought 
decifive: he fays, that the Atheni- 
ans expended more money upon the 
Panathenwan and Dionyfian feafts, 
than upon any one of their naval 
expeditions ; in Philipp. I, The Pa- 
nathenwa continued feveral days, 
and confifted of various entertain- 
ments, races of both ‘men and 
horfes, gymnaftic exercifes, mufical 
contefts, pyrrhick dances, a nauma- 
chium, pompous proceffions, and at 
the end a coftly facrifice, at which 
the whole afiembly was feafted: 
dramatic exhibitions made but one 
part of thefe expenfive fhows, and 
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in thefe each poct who contended for 
the crown, and many contended, 
was obliged to prefent three trage- 
dies and a fatiric piece: it might 
therefore be curious to calculate the 
expence of exhibiting a fingle tra- 
gedy, and probably it wall come 
out much lefs than that of bringing 
a new play upon our ftage.— Had 


o-. 


thefe obfervations fallen from the 


pen of an obfcure writer, they 


would have been fuffergd to fink in 


oblivion ; but the Well-acquited re. 
— of the author of the 
ketches of the Hittory of Man 








On the Luminous Splendour of the PaGan Divinities, andon 
the Idea of the fatal Confequences, arifing to Mortals, from the 
Vrefence of thefe celeftial Vilitants. 


[From Mr. Joprety’s ILLusTRATIONS of Eurtpipes,] 


CE TERSE 1550. 


"AvOnrsor wedrwmoy LePainss Sear 5 


What God above the hallow’d dome 
unveils 
1604. His radiant face, that fhines an- 
other fun? 


*¢ We may collect from theexpref- 
fion in this and the following lines, 
the fublime idea, which the Gre- 
clans entertained of the awful pre- 
fence of their pagan divinities, and 
of the fatal confequences arifing to 
the fpectator from the appearance 
of them: here Ton alludes to that 
luminous fplendour, dazzling with 
its irradiation, and to the danger of 
beholding this heavenly  vifitant. 
Thus Achilles, when Minerva ap- 
pears to him in order to appeafe his 
refentment againft Agamemnon, is 
attonifhed at her celeftial afpeét, and 
the terrible appearance of her eyes. 


bund of Beee Pads. (Il, t.v. 230.) 


Jt is by this peculiar fymbol of di- 
. . ? *aar 

vine light, and by the brilliant 
luitre of her glittering eyes, that 
Helena difcovers Venus, where the 


mentions her oppala papuaipoila and 
thus Minerva in her defcent 1s com- 
pared by Homer to a glancing flar, 
whofe trail of light emits many 
fparkles, while all the fpectators are 
confounded at the awful fight of 
the goddefs, 


CQaplas 3° ixev shoogowrlas. (Il. v. 79+) 


The Romans borrowed this idea 
of divine effulgence from the Gra- 
cians: thus Virgil fays of Venus, 


Rofed cervice refulfit. (/En. 1. v. 406.) 


And in another paflage he reprefents 
the fame goddels, 


Cum mihi fe non ante oculis tam clara 
videndam 
Obtulit, & puri per noctem in luce re= 

fulfit 
Alma parens, confeffa deam. (V. 591.) 


He alfo paints Pallas in the fatal 


night of ‘Troy, when revealed to 
fEneas, as 


Nimbo effulgens. (/En. 2. v. 616.) 


His Juno is difcovered in her dif- 
guife of Beroe by the glowing at 








bol of her eyes among other marks 
of divinity, 
Divini figna decoris 
Ardentefque notate oculos. ( Ain. 5. 648.) 
‘© We will now confider the ta- 
tal confequences ariiing from 
prefence of thete divinities; an 
thefe were to be dreaded, unlels up- 
on particular occations, as lon here 
yalifies the expreflion. This ob- 
Siocon will enable us to aniwer a 
queftion, itarted by the Englith 
commentator on the following lines 
of the Odyfley, 
The prince o’eraw'd 
Searce lifts his eyes, and bows as to a god. 
(B 16. v. 19§-) 
Here Ulyffes, adorned by Miner- 
yawith divine graces, difcovers him- 
felf in the lodge of Eumzus to his 
fon Telemachus, 


Oduence dt uly Pirog vvdc 
Tagenzas 0 itigwor Bar’ oupala un Id 
tine (11. 16. v. 179.) 

The original expreffion literally im- 
plies, ** that the fon is aftonifhed at 
him, and cafts his eyes through fear 
on the other fide, left he fhould be a 
God.” But the commentator re- 
marks, ** This fear of Telemachus, 
according to Dacier, proceeds from 
the opinion of the ancients: when 
the gods came down vifibly, they 
thought themfelves fo unworthy of 
fuch a manifeftation, that whenever 
it happened, they believed they 
thould die, or meet with fome great 
calamity : thus the Ifraelites addrefs 
Mofes, *¢ Speak thou to us, and we 
will hear; but let not the Lord 
f tak to us, leftwe die.” ‘Thus alfo 

ideon : ** Alas ! O Lord, my God, 
becaufe I have feen an angel of the 
Lord tace to face, and the Lord 
faid to him, fearnot, thou thalt not 
die.” Hence it is very evident that 
this notion prevailed among the 
Ifraelites; but how does it appear 
that the Greeks held the fame opi- 
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nion ?” T rely, that this paflage in 
Euripides, where lon exclaims, ** let 
us tly, O mother, that we may not 
behold the deity,” demonitrates, 
that the Grecian idea of the dan- 
ger of adivine prefence is fupported 
by evidence ; nor is it irreconcile- 
able with the following obtervations 
of the Englifh commentator, who 
continues to affert, ** the contrary 
is manifeit almott to a demonttration : 
the gods are introduced almoft in 
every book both of the Iliad and 
Odyiley ; and yet there is not the 
teat foundation for fuch anaflertion : 
nay, Telemachus himfelf in the fe- 
cond book, returns thanks to Mi- 
nerva for appearing to him, and 
prays for a fecond vifion, It is not 
to be imagined that Telemachus 
would have preferred this pray- 
er, if the prefence of the deity 
denoted death, or fome great cala- 
mity ; and all the heroes through- 
out the Iliad efteem fuch inter- 
courfes as their glory, and con- 
verfe with the gods without an 
apprehenfions.” In anfwer to ths 
objection we may reply, that thefe 
heathen deities, when they honour- 
ed mortals with their vifits, gene- 
rally divelted themfelves, as tar as 
they were able, of their divine ra- 
diance, aad of their formidable at- 
tributes : but I conceive, there al- 
ways was a religious awe, accompa- 
nied with a reverential fear, natu- 
rally attached to the fublime idea of 
the vilion of a fuperior being: thus 
Homer aflerts, that the gods, when 
they appear maniteft, are dreadtul, 


Xarimed de Seo Paivec das ivapysig. 


(Il. 20. ve 234 ) 


And Callimachus, in his hymna on 
the bath of Pallas, exprefsly fays, 
that ** whoever beholds an immor- 
tal god, contrary to the inclination of 
that deity, pays a fevere penalty for 
the iatal view 3’ 
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"Os xi vw’ adardter, ox an Seog auras 
iAnras 
*Abpnon, proba Te Tov ideiy meya Awe 
(V. 102.) 
That this was the Oriental notion 
appears from a variety of other paf- 
fages, befides thofe already cited by 
Dacier: ** the Lord faid unto Mo- 
fes, Thou canft not fee my face, for 
there fhall no man fee me and live.” 
** We fhall furely die, fays Manoah 
unto his wife, becaufe we have feen 
God: a man of God came unto me, 
and his countenance was like the 
angel of God, very terrible.” Thus 
Daniel fell upon his face, when he 
faw the vifion: and Saul alfo fell 
to the earth, when fuddenly there 
fhined round about him a a light 
from heaven.” According to this 


noble conception of divine effyl. 
gence, when the Raphael of Mil. 
ton defcends to Paradife, Adam ex. 
claims to Eve, 


What glorious thape 
Comes this way moving; icems another 
morn 


Ris'n on midnoon. (B. 5. v. 31T.) 


This bears a great refemblance to 
the avbyrroy wrocwmev, Or the counte- 
nance luminous as the fun, in Ev. 
ripides: but our Englith poet has 
foftened the horror of Michael's 
appearance to Adam after his fall, 
for he paints the majeity of this hea. 
venly vifitant, 


Yet not terrible, 
But folemn and fublime. 


(Par. Loft, b. xi. 1. 236.) 





Plan of the GEORGFICS of VIRGIL. 


{From the late MrA@Iarris’s 
*¢ F* VERY legitimate work fhould 


be one, as much as a veget- 
able, or an animal; and, to be one 
like them, it fhould be a whole, 
confifting of parts, and be in no- 
thing redundant, in nothing defici- 
ent. The difference is, the whole 
of an animal, or a vegetable, con- 
fifts of parts, which exift at once: 
the whole of an oration, or a poem, 
as it muft be either heard or perufed, 
confifts of parts nct taken at once, 
but in a due and orderly fucceffion. 

‘* The defcription of fuch a whole 
is perfectly fimple, but not, for 
that fimplicity, the lefs to be ap- 
proved. 

‘“ Awhole, we are informed, 
fhould have a bevinning, middle, 
andend, If we doubt this, let us 
{uppofe a compofition to want them ; 


PutLorocicaL Inquiries.) 


—would not the very vulgar fay, 
it had neither head nor tail ? 

*« Nor are the conftitutive parts, 
though equally fimple in their de- 
fcription, tor that reafon lefs found- 
ed intruth. A beginning is that, 
which nothing neceflarily precedes, 
but which fomething naturally fol- 
lows. An end is that, which no- 
thing naturally follows, but which 
fomething neceflarily precedes. A 
middle is that, which fomething 
precedes, to diftinguith it froma 
beginning; and which fomething 
follows to diftinguifh it from an end. 

“© J might illuftrate this from 3 
propofition in Euclid, The {tating of 
the thing to be proved, makes the 
beginning ; the proving of It, makes 
the middle ; and the afferting of it 


ces the 
to have been proved, makes 
; conclulon, 


In 


li 











conclufion, or end: and thus is 
every fuch propofition a complete 
and perfect whole, 7 

« The fame holds in writings of a 
character totally different. Let us 
take for an example the moft highly 
fnithed performance among the 
Romans, and that in their mott 
polithed period, I mean the Geor- 


gics of Virgil. 


Quid faciat lxtas fegetes, quo fidere 

terram 

Vertere, Macenas, (11) ulmifque ad- 

jungere vites 

Conveniat; (11) que cura boum, qui 

cultus habendo 

Sit pecori; (av) apibus quanta experi- 

entia parcis, 

Hinc canere incipiam,* &c. 

Virg. Georg. J. 
Jn thefe lines, and fo on (if we 
confult the original) for forty-two 
lines inclufive, we have the begin- 
ning , Which beginning includes two 
things, the plan and the invocation. 

‘* In the four firft veries we have 
the plan, which plan gradually 
epens and becomes the whole work, 
aan acorn, when developed, be- 
comes a perfect oak. After this 
comes the invocation, which extends 
tothe lait of the forty-two verfes 
above mentioned. The two toge- 
ther give us the true character of a 
beginning, which, as above de- 
fenbed, nothing can precede, and 
Which ’tis neceflary that fomething 
hhould follow. 

“ The remaining part of the firft 
book, together with the three books 
following, to verfe the 45&th of 
book the fourth, make the middle, 
which alfo has its true character, 
that of fucceeding the beginning, 
Where we expect fomething farther ; 
and that of preceding the end, where 
We expect nothing more. 

The eight laft verfes of the poem 
Makethe end, which like the begin- 
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ning is fhort, and which preferves 
its real character by fetiafying the 
reader, that all is complete, and 
that nothing is to follow. The per- 
formance is even dared. It finithes 
like an epiftle, giving us the place 
and time of writing; but then 
giving them in fuch a manner, as 
they ought to come from Virgil. 

** But to open our thoughts into a 
farther detail. 

** As the poem from its very name 
refpe&ts various matters relative to 
land (Georgica,) and which are 
either immediately or mediatel 
connected with it; among the varie 
ety of thefe matters the poem bee 
gins from the loweil, and thence 
advances gradually from higher to 
higher, till having reached the 
higheft, it there properly ftops. 

“ The firft book begins from the 
fimple culture of the earth, and 
from its haumbleft progeny, corn, 
legumes, flowers, &c. 

*¢ Tis anobler {pecies of vegetables 
which cumploys the fecond book, 
where we are taught the culture of 
trees, and among others, of that 
important pair, the olive and the 
vine, Yet it muit be remembered, 
that all this is nothing more than the 
culture of mere vegetable and in- 
animate nature. 

‘* * i isin the third book that the 
poet rifes to nature fenfiuve and ani- 
mated, when he gives us precepts 
about cattle, horfes, theep, &c. 

*¢ At length, in the fourth book, 
when marters draw to a conclufion, 
then ’tis he treats his fubject in a 
moral and political way. He no 
longer purfues the culture of the 
mere brute nature; he then de- 
cribes, as he telis us, 


—Mores, et ftudia, et populos, et pra 
lia, &c. 

for fuch is the character of his bees, 

thofe 
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thofe truly focial and political ant- 
mals. "Lis here he tirit mentions 
arts, and memory, and laws, and 
families. ’Tis here (their great 
fayacity confidered) he fuppotes a 
portion imparted of a fublimer prin- 
ciple. ’Tis here that every thing 
vegetable or mercly brutal feems 
forgotten, while all appears at leaft 
human, and fometimes even divine. 
His quidam fignis, atque hac exempla 
fecuti, 
Effe apibus partem divinw mentis, ct 
hauttus 
FErherios dixere ; deum namque ire per 
omnes 
‘Terrafque tractufque maris,’ &c. 
Geor. IV. 219. 

*¢ When the fubject will not permit 
him to proceed tarther, he fuddenly 
conveys his reader, by the fable of 
Ariftxus, among nymphs, heroes, 
demi-gods, and gods, and thus leaves 
him in company, fuppofed more 
than mortal, 

“ This is not only a_ fublime 
conclution of the fourth book, but 
naturally leads to the conclufion of 
the whole work; for he does no 
more after this than fhortly recapi- 
tulate, and elegantly blend his re- 
capitulation with a compliment to 
Auguttus. 

* But cven this is not all. 

“The drv, didactic character of 
the Georgics made it neceflary, 
they fhould be enlivened by epifodes 
and digreflions. It has been the 
art of the poet, that thefe epifodes 
and ¢digreflions fhould be homogene- 
ous: that is, fhould fo connect with 
the fubject, as to become (as it 
were) partsof it. On thefe princi- 
ples every book has for its end, 
what [ call an epilogue ; for its be- 

inning, an invocation ; and for its 
middle, the feveral precepts rela- 
tive to its fubject, Lmean hufbandry. 
Having a beginning, a middle, 
and anend, every part itfelf be- 


comes a fmallerwho c 
re{pect to the an Rn ry 

f 1S NO- 
thing more than apart, Thus the 
human arm, with a view to its elbow, 
its hand, its fingers, &c. is as clear. 
ly a whole, as it is fimply but a part 
with a view to the entire body, 

_** The {maller wholes of this di- 
vine poem may merit fome attention ; 
by thefe I mean each particular book. 

** Each book has an invocation, 
The firft invokes the fun, the moon, 
the various rural deities, and laitly 
Auguftus ; the fecond invokes Bac- 
chus; the third Pales and Apollo; the 
fourth, his patron Maecenas. [ do 
not dwell on thefe invocations, much 
lefs on the parts which follow, for 
this in fact would be writing a com. 
ment upon the poem, But theepi- 
logues, befides their own intrinfic 
beauty, are too much to our pur- 
pofe, to be paft in filence. 

*¢ In the arrangement of them the 
poet feems to have purfued fuchanor- 
der, as that alternate affections fhould 
be alternately excited ; and this he 
has done, well knowing the impor- 
tance of that generally acknowledged 
truth, the force derived to contraries 
by their juxta-pofition or fucceflion. 
The firft book ends with thofe por- 
traits and prodigies, both upon earth 
and in the heavens, which preceded 
the death of the dictator Cefar. 
Tothefe direful fcenes the epilogue 
of the fecond book oppofes the tran- 
quility and felicity of the rural lite, 
which (as he informs us) faCtion 
and civil difcord do not ufually 


impair— 
Non res Romana, perituraque regna= 


In the ending of the third book we 
read of a pettilence, and of nature 
in devaftation ; in the fourth, of 
nature reftored, and, by help of the 
gods, replenifhed. 


: . ‘looue (I 
“+ As this concluding epilogt 
As this ¢ § neat 


















mean the fable of Arifteus) occupies 
the moft important ‘place, fo 1s it 
decorated accordingly with language, 
events, places, and perfonages. 

‘* No language was ever more po- 
lifhed and harmonious. The de- 
feent of Arifteus.to his mother, 
and of Orpheus to the fhades, are 
events; the watery palace of the 
Nercids, the cavern of Proteus, 
and the fcene of the infernal regions, 
are places; Arifteus, old Proteus, 
Orpheus, Eurydice, Cyllene and 
her nymphs, are perfonages; all 
great, all itriking, all fublime. 
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** Let us view thefe Epilogues in 
the poet’s order, 


I. Civil horrors. 

II. Rural tranquility. 
Ill. Nature laid watte. 
IV. Nature rettored. 


Here, as we have faid already, dif- 
ferent patlions are, by the tubjects 
being alternate, alternately excited; 
and yet withal excited fo judicioufs 
ly, that when the Poem concludes, 
and all is at an end, the reader leaves 
off with tranquility and joy.” 








ry 





ee AVING mentioned rules, 

and indeed our whole theo- 
ry having been little more than 
rules developed, we cannot but re- 
mark upon acommon opinion, which 
feems to have arifen either from pre- 
judice, or miftake, 

** Do not rules, fay they, cramp 
** Genius ? do they not abridge it 
** of certain privileges” 

** *Tis antwered, if the obeying 
of rules were to induce a tyranny 
like this ; to defend them would be 
ablurd, and againft the liberty of 
gefius. But the truth is,- rules, 
fuppofing them good, like good go- 
vernment, take away no privileges. 
They do no more than fave genius 
from crror, by fhewing it, that a 
right to err is no privilege at all. 

** ’Tis furely no privilege to vio- 
late in grammar the rules of fyntax ; 
in poetry, thofe of metre ; in mufic, 
thofe of harmony ; in logic, thofe 
of fyllorifm ; in’ painting, thofe of 
perfpedive ; in dramatic poetry, 
thole of probable MNitation. ; 


DEFENCE of CRITICAL RULES. 
{From the fame Work.] 








“ If we enlarge on one of thefe 
inftances, we fhall illuftrate the reit. 

“ The probable imitation juit 
now mentioned, like that of every 
other kind, is when the imitation 
refembles the thing imitated in as 
many circumftances as potlible ; to 
that the more of thofe circumitances 
are combined, the more probable 
the refemblance. 

‘¢ *Tis thus, in imitation by paint- 
ing, the refemblance 1s more com- 
plete, when to the out-line we add 
light and fhade; and more complete 
fill, when tolight and ghade we add 
the colours. 

«© The real place of every drama 
is a ftage, that is, a fpace of a tew 
fathoms deep, and a few fathoms 
broad. Its real time is the time it 
takes in a¢ting, a limited duration, 
feldom exceeding atew hours. 

“¢ Now imagination, by the help 
of fcenes, canenlarge this ttage intoa 
dwelling, a palace, acity, &e. and 
it isa decent regard to this, which 
conttitutes probable place. 


oe Again, 
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“© Again, the ufual intervals be- 
tween the acts, and even the attention 
paid by the mind to an interefling 
ftory, can enlarge without violence 
a few hours intoa day or two; and 
tis in a decent regard to this, we 
may perceive the rife of probable 
time. 

* Now ’tis evident that the above 

robabilities, if they belong to the 

ble, cannot but affeét us, becaufe 
they are both of them requitites, 
which heighten the refemblance, 
and becaufe refemblance is fo uni- 
verfally effential to imitation. 

“If this doctrine want confirm. 
ing, we may prove it by the contra- 
ry, I mean bya fuppofition of fuch 
time and fuch place, as are both of 
them improbable. 

‘* For example, as to time, we 
may fuppofe a play, where lady Def- 
mond, in the firft act, fhall dance at 
the court of Richard the ‘Third, and 
be alive, in the laftact, during the 
reign of James the Firft. 

** As to place, we may fuppofe a 
tragedy, where Montefuma fhall ap- 

ar at Mexicointhe firft act; fhall 

e carried to Madrid in the third; 
and be brought back again, in the 
fitth, to die at Mexico, 

‘* *Tis true indeed, did fuch 
plays exift, and were their other 
dramatic requilites good ; thefe im- 
probabilities might be endured, and 
the plays be {till admired. Fine 
manners and fentiment, we have 
already faid, may fupport a wretch- 
ed fable, as a beautiful face may 
make us forget a bad figure, But 
no authority for that reafon can juf- 
tify abfurdities, or make them not to 
be fo, by being fortunately aflocia- 
ated. 

Noris it me to fay, that by 
this apparent aufterity many a good 
play would have been fpoilt. The an- 
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fwer is obvious—chufe anothe 


. ® v an 
a fitter fubjeét. Subjects i 
nite. Confule the inexhauftible 


treafures of hiftory; or if thefe 
fail, the more inexhauttible fund of 
Invention. — Nay more—if you are 
diftreft, bring hiftory and invention 
together, and let the richnefs of the 
lait embellith the poverty of the for. 
mer. Poets, tho’ bound by the 
laws of common fenfe, are not 
bound to the rigours of hiftorical 
fact, 

*¢ It muft be confeft, ’tis a flat. 
tering doctrine, to tell a young be. 
ginner, that he has nothing more to 
do, than to truft his own genius, 
and to contemn all rules, as the ty- 
ranny of pedants. The painful 
toils of accuracy by this expedient 
are eluded, for geniufes (like Mil- 
ton’s harps) are fuppofed to be eer 
tuncd, 

‘* But the misfortune is, that 
genius is fomething rare, nor can 
he, who poflefles it, even then, 
by neglecting rules, __ produce 
what is accurate. Thofe, on the 
contrary, who, though they want 
genius, think rules worthy their 
attention, if they cannot become 
good authors, may ftill make tole: 
rable critics; may be able to thew 
the difference between the creeping 
and the fimple; the pert and the 
pleafing ; the turgid and the fub- 
lime ; in fhort, to fharpen, like the 
whet-ftone, that genius in others, 
which nature in her frugality has 
not given to themfelves. 

‘Indeed I have never known, 
during a life of many years and fome 
fmall attention paid to letters, am 
literary men, that genius in any art 
had been ever cramp by rules. On 
the contrary, I have feen Shae 
niufes miferably err by tranigreling 


tke vi llers, 
them. and, like vigorous trave 
, . B who 








who lofe their way, only wander 
the wider on account of their own 
ftrength. 

“© And yet ’tis fomewhat fingular 
in literary compofitions, and perhaps 
more fo in poetry than elfewhere, 
that many things have been done in 
the beftand pureft tatte, long before 
rules were eftablifhed, and tyttema- 
tized in form. ‘This we are certain 
was true with refpect to Homer, 
Sophocles, Euripides, and other 
Greeks. In modern times it ap. 
pears as true of our admired Shak- 
ipeare; for who can believe that 
Shakfpeare ttudied rules, or was 
ever verfed in critical fyftems ? 

“ A fpecious objection then oc- 
curs. ‘* If thefe great writers were 
fo excellent before rules weve efta- 
blihhed, or at leaft were known to 
them, what hadthey to direét their 
genius, when rules (to them at 
leait) did not exift ?” 

* To this quettion ’tis hoped the 
anfwer will not be deemed too har- 
dy, fhould we affert, that there 
never Was atime, when rules did not 
exit; that they always madea part 
of that immutable truth, the natu- 
ral object of every penetrating geni- 
us; and that, if at that early Greck 
period, fyftems of rules were not 
ehablithed, thofe great and fublime 
authors were a rule to themfelves. 
They may be faid indeed to have 
excelled, not by art, but by na- 
ture; yet by a nature, which gave 
birth to the perfection of art. 

“ The cafe is nearly the fame 
with refpet to our Shakfpeare. 
There is hardly any thing we ap- 
plaud, among his innumerable beau- 
fies, which will not be found ftritly 
conformable to the rules of found 
eae eriticifin. 

_ Phat this is true with refpe& 
to his Characters and his fentiment, 
# evident hence, that, in explain- 
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ing thefe rules, we have fo often 
recurred to him for illuitrations. 

** Betides quotations already“al- 
leged, we fubjoin the following as 
to character. 

** When Falitaff and his fuite are 
fo ignominioufly routed, and the 
feuffie is by Falitaff fo humoroufly 
exaggerated; what can be more 
natural than fuch a narrative to fuch 
a character, dillinguithed for his 
humour, and withal for his want of 
veracity and courage ? 

** ‘Lhe fagacity of common poets 
might not perhaps have fuggetted fo 
good a narrative, but it certainly 
would have fuggefted fomething of 
the kind: and ’tis in this we view 
the eflence of dramatic charaéter, 
which is, when we conje&ure what 
any one will do or fay, from what 
he has done or faid already. 

‘“‘ If we pafs from characters 
(that is to fay manners) to fenti- 
ment, we have already given in- 
flances, and yet we fhall ftill give 
another. 

*“ When Rofincrofle and Guil- 
dernftern wait upon Hamlet, he 
otters them a recorder or pipe, and 
delires them to play—they reply, 
they cannot-—he repeats his requett 
—they anfwer, they have never 
learnt—he affures them nothing was 
fo eafy—they fill decline.—’Tis 
then he tells them with difdain, 
there ismuch mofic in this little or- 
gan, and yet you cannot make it 
{peak—-do you think I am cafier to 
be played on, than a pipe ? Hamlet, 
act IL. 

«© This I call an elegant fample of 
fentiment, taken under its compre. 
heniive fenfe. But we ftop not here 
—we confider it as a complete in- 
ftance of Socratic reafoning, tho’ 
’tis probable the author knew no- 
nothing, how Socrates ufed to 
argut. aig 
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¢¢ To explain—Xenophon makes 
Socrates reafon as follows with an 
anbitious youth, by name Euthy- 
demus. 

6 °Tis ftrange (fays he) that 
thofe who defire to play upon the 
herp, or upon the flute, or to ride 
the managed horfe, fhould not think 
themfelves worth notice, without 
having prattifed under the bett 
inafters ~ while there are thofe, who 
afpire to the governing of a tate, 
and can think themfelves completely 
qualified, tho’ it be without prepara- 
tion orlabour. Xenoph. Mem, IV. 
c. 2. f. 6. : 

“© Ariftotle’s illuftration is fimilar, 
in his reafoning againit men chojen 
by lot for magiftrates, *Tis (fays 
he) as if wreftlers were to be ap- 
pointed by lot, and not thofe that 
are able to wreftle: or, as if from 
among failors we were to chufe a 

ilot by lot, and that the man fo 
elected were to navigate, and not 
the man who knew the bulinels. 
Rhetor, L. Il. c. 20. p. 94. Edit, 
Sylb. 

"« Nothing can be more ingeni- 
ous than than this mode of reafon. 
ing. The premifes are obvious and 
undeniable ; the conclufion cogent 
and yet unexpected. It isa fpecies 
of that argumentation, called in 
dialectic ’Evaywyn, or induction. 

‘* Arittotle in his Rhetoric (as 
above quoted) calls fuch reafonings 
Te Saxgatimay the Socratics ; in the 
beginning of his Poetics, he calls 
them the £. NQaTexinol Adyor, the Socra- 
uc difcourles ; and Horace in his 
Art of Poetry, calls them the So- 
crarice charte. 

“If truch be always the fame, no 
wonder geninies fhould co-incide, 
and that too in philofophy as well as 
in critici{m. 

“© We venture to add, returning 
to rules, that it there be any things 
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in Shakfpeare, objedtionable (and 
who is hardy cnough to deny jt *) 
the very objections, as well as the 
beauties, are to be tried by the fame 
rules; as the fame plummet alike 
fhews, both what is out of the ro 
pendicular, and in its the fame 
ruler alike proves, both what js 
crooked, and what is ftrait, 

** We cannot admit, that geni- 
ufes, tho’ piior to fyflems, were 
prior alio to rules; becaufe rules 
trom the beginning exifted in their 
own minds, and were a part of that 
immutable truth, which is etergal 
and every where.  Ariftotle we 
know did not form Homer, Sopho- 
cles, and Euripides ; ’twas Homer, 
Sophocles, and Euripides, that 
formed Ariftotle. 

** And this furely fhould teach us 
to pay attention to rules, in as much 
as they and genius are fo recipro- 
cally connected, that ’tis genius, 
which difcovers rules; and then 
rules, which govern genius, 

“¢ *l‘is by this amicable concur- 
rence, and by this alone, thatevery 
work of art juitly merits admiration, 
and is rendered as highly pertect, as 
by human power it can be made. 

** But we have now (if fuch 
language may be allowed) travelled 
over a vaft and mighty plain; of 
(as Virgil better exprefles it)— 


—Immenfum fpatio confecimus zquor. 


‘© Tis not however improbable 
that fome intrepid fpirit may de- 
mand again, what avail thefe fub- 
tleties ?—Without fo much trouble, 
I can be full enough pleated. —I 
know what I like. —We aniwer, 40 
fo does the carrion crow, that feeds 
upon a carcafe, ‘lhe difficulty lies 
not in knowing what we like ; but 
in knowing how to like, and what 18 
worth liking. Till thefe ends are 


obtained, we may admire Durte) 
’ ' betore 




























before Milton ; a fmoaking boor of 
Hemfkirk, before an apottle of Ra- 
phael. ; 

«* Now as to the knowing, how 
tolike, and then whatisworth liking, 
the firtt of thefe, being the object 
of critical difquifition, has been at- 
tempted to be fhewn through the 
courfe of thefe inquiries. 

«“ As to the fecond, what is 
worth our liking, this is beft known 
by ftudying the beft authors, begin- 
ning from the Greeks; then patiing 
tothe Latins ; nor on any account 
excluding thofe, who have excelled 
among the moderns. 

‘* And here, if, while we perufe 
fome author of high rank, we per- 
ceive we do not inftantly relith him, 
let us not be difheartened—let us 
even feign a relifh, till we-find a re- 
lithceme. A morfel perhaps pleafes 
us—Let us cherifh it— Another mor- 
fel {trikes us—let us cherifh this al- 
fo.—Let us thus proceed, and ftea- 
dily perfevere, till we find we can 
relifh, not morfels, but wholes; and 
feel that, what began in fiction, ter- 
minates in reality. The film being 
in this manner removed, we fhall dif- 
cover beauties, which we never ima- 


(ee 
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gined ; and contemn for puerilities, 
what we once foolifhly admired. 

** One thing however in this pro- 
cefs is indifpenfably required: we 
are on no account to expect that fine 
thirtys fhould defcend to us; our 
tafte, if poffible, mutt be made to 
afcend to them. 

‘¢ This is the labour, this the 
work ; there is pleafure in the fuc- 
cefs, and praife even in the attempt. 

*¢ This fpeculation applies not to 
literature only: it applies to mufic, 
to painting, and, as they are all con- 
genial, to all the liberal arts. We 


. fhouldin each of them endeavour to 


inveftigate what is beit, and there (if 
I may fo exprefs myfelf) there to fix 
our abode. 

‘¢ By only feeking and perufing 
what is truly excellent, and by con- 
templating always this and this alone, 
the mind infentibly becomes accuf- 
tomed to it, and finds that in this 
alone it can acquieice with content. 
It happens indeed here, as in a fub- 
ject tar more important, I mean in 
a moral and a virtuous conduct. If 
we chufe the beit life, uie will make 
it pleafant. 





GENERAL VIEW and CHARACTER of the POETRY 
of QUEEN ELIZABETH’s AGE. 


[From the Third Volume of Mr. Warron’s History of Encuisn 
PoETRY.] 


7 MONG the great features 
which {trike us in the poe- 
ty of this period, are the predo- 
Minancy of fable, of fiction and 
cy, and a predilection for inter- 
efting adventures and pathetic events. 
will endeavour to aflign and explain 
the eg of this characteriftic dif- 
173i. 


tinction, which may chiefly be re- 
ferred to the following principles, 
fometimes blended, and fometimes 
operating fingly: the revival and 
vernacular verfions of the claffics, 
the importation and tranflation of 
Italian novels, the vifionary reveries 


or refinements of falfe philofophy, a 
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degree of fuperttition fufficient for 
the purpofes of poetry, the adoption 
of the machineries of romance, and 
the fiequcney and improvements of 
alleroric exhibition in the popular 
fectacles, 

‘© When the corruptions and im- 
poftures of popery were abolifhed, the 
fafhion of cultivating the Greek and 
Ror.an learning became univerfal : 
and the literary character was no 
longer appropriated to tcholars by 
protetlion, but aflumed by the nobi- 
lity and gentry. The ecclefiaftics 
had, found it their interett to keep 
the languages of antiquity to them- 
felves, and men were eager to know 
what had been fo long injurioutly 
concealed, ‘Vruth propagates truth, 
and the mantle of myltery was re- 
moved not only from religion but 
from literature. The laity, who had 
now been taught to aflert their na- 
tural privileges, became impatient of 
the old monopoly of knowledge, and 
demanded admittance to the ufurpa- 
tions of the clergy. ‘The general 
curiofity for new difcoveries, heigh- 
tened either by juit or imaginary 
ideas of the trea(ures contained in the 
Greek or Roman writers, excited all 
perions of leifure and fortune to ftu- 
dy the claflics. The pedantry of the 
prefent age was the politenefs of the 
laft. An accurate comprehenfion of 
the phrafeology and peculiarities of 
the ancient poets, hiftorians, and 
orators, which yet feldom went far- 
ther than a kind of technical erudi- 
tion, was an indifpenfable and almoft 
the principal object in the circle of 
a gentieman’s education. Every 
voung lady of fafhion was carefully 
initituted in claflical letters : and the 
daughter of a duchefs was taught, 
not only to diftil ttrong waters, but 
to contftrue Greek. Among the learn- 
ed females of high diftinction, queen 
Elizabeth herfelf was the moit con- 


OF Q. ELIZABETH’s AGE, 


fpicuous. Roger Afcham, her pre- 
ceptor, {peaks with rapture of herafto. 
nifhing progre{s in the Greek nouns; 
and declares, with no fmali degree of 
triumph, that during a long relidence 
at Windfor-caftle, the was accuftom. 
ed to read more Greek in a day, than 
** fome prebendary of that church 
** did Latin, in one week.” And al. 
though perhaps a princefs looking 
out words in a Lexicon, and writin; 

down hard phrafes trom Plutarch’s 
Lives, may be thought at prefent a 
more incompatible and extraordinary 

charadier, than a canon of Windfor 
underftanding no Greek and but lit- 

tle Latin, yet Elizabeth’s paffion for 

thefe acquilitions was then natural, 

and refulted trom the genius and ha- 

bitudes of her age. 

‘© The books of antiquity being 
thus familiarized to the great, every 
thing was tinctured with ancient hif- 
tory and mythology. ‘The heathen 
gods, although difcountenanced by 
the Calvinifts, on a fufpicion of their 
tending to cherifh and revive a fpi- 
rit ot idolatry, came into general 
vogue. When the queen paraded 
through acountry-town, almoitevery 
pageant was a pantheon. When fhe 
paid a vilit at the houte of any of 
her nobility, at entering the hall fhe 
was faluted by the Penates, and con- 
ducted to her privy-chamber by Mer- 
cury. Even the paftry-cooks were 
expert mythologifts. At dinner, fe- 
lect transformations from Ovid 3 Me- 
tamorphofes were exhibited In Con. 
fectionary : and the fplendid icing OF 
an immenfe hittoric plumb-cake, yes 
embofled with a delicious baflo re- 
lievo of the deftruction of Troy: 
the afternoon, when fhe condefcended 
to walk in the garden, the lake was 
covered with ‘I ritons and Nereids: 
the pages of the family were oO 
vertedinto Wood-N ymphs, who pee?” 


ed trom every bower: and the vl 
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men gamboled over the lawns in the 
figure of Satyrs. I fpeak it without 
defigning to infinuate any untavour- 
able fufpicions, but it feems difficult 
to fay, why Elizabeth’s virginity 
fhould have been made the theme of 
perpetual and exceflive panegyric : 
nor does it immediately appear, that 
there is lefs merit or glory in a mar- 
ried than a maiden queen. Yet, 
the next morning, after fleeping in a 
room hung with the tapeltry ot the 
voyage of Eneas, when her majeity 
hunted in the Park, fhe was met by 
Diana, who pronouncing our royal 
prude to be the brighteft paragon of 
unfpotted chaftity, invited her to 
groves tree from the intrufions of 
Aéteon. The truth 1s, fhe was fo 
profufely flattered for this virtue, be- 
caufe it was efleemed the character- 
ittical ornament of the heroines, as 
fantaftic honour was the chief pride 
of the champions of the old barba- 
fous romances. It was in conformi- 
ty to the fentiments of chivalry, 
which {till continued in vogue, that 
fhe was celebrated for chaftity : the 
compliment, however, was paid ina 
claffical allufion. 

** This inundation of claffical pe- 
dantry foon infected our poetry. Our 
writers, already trained in the fchool 
of fancy, were fuddenly dazzled with 
thefe novel imaginations, and the di- 
viniues and heroes of pagan antiqui- 
ty decorated every compofition. ‘Ihe 
Perpetual allufions to ancient fable 
Were often introduced without the 
leatt regard to propriety. Shak- 
fpeare’s Mrs. Page, who is not in- 
tended in any deeree to be a learned 
or an affected lady, laughing at the 
cumberfome courthip of her corpu- 
lent lover Falftafte, fays, **T had ra- 
n ther be a giantefs and lie under 

mount Pelion.” ‘This familiarity 
with the pagan tory was not, how- 
er, fo much owing to the preyail- 
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ing ftudy of the original authors, as 
to the numerous Englith vertions of 
them, which were cont{tantly made. 
The tranflations of the clatlics, which 
now cinployed every pen, gave acur- 
rency and a celebrity to thefe fancies, 
and had the effect of ditfuling them 
among the people. No fooner were 
they delivered from the pale of the 
{cholaftic languages, than they ac- 
quired a general notoriety. Ovid's 
Metamorphofes jutt trantlated by 
Golding, to inflance no farther, dif- 
clofed a new world of fiction, even 
to the illiterate. As we had now all 
the ancient fables in Englith, learn- 
ed allufions, whether in a poem ora 
pageant, were no longer obfcure and 
unintelligible to common readers and 
common fpectators. And here we 
are led to obferve, that at this reflo- 
ration of the claflics, we were firtt 
{truck only with their fabulous in- 
ventions. We did not attend to their 
regularity of defign and juiine!s of 
fentiment. A rude age, beginning 
to read thefe writers, imitated their 
extravagancies, pot their natural 
beauties. And thefe, like other no- 
velties, were purfued to a blameable 
excels. 

* Another capital fource of the po- 
etry peculiar to this period, confitted 
in the numeroustranilationsot Italian 
tales into Enclifh. ‘Thefe narratives, 
not dealing altogether in romantic in- 
ventions, but in real life and man- 
ners, and in artful arrangements of 
fictitious yet probable events, aflord- 
ed a new gratification to a people 
which vet retained their ancient re- 
lith for tale-telling, and became the 
fafhionable amufement of all who 
profefled to read for pieafure. They 
gave rife to innumerable plays and 
poems, which would not otherwife 
have exilted; and turnedthe thoughts 
of our writers to new inventions of 
the fame kind. Beéore thei’ books 
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became common, affecting fituations, 
the combination of incident, and the 

thos of cataftrophe, were almott 
unknown. Diftrefs, efpecially that 
arifing from the conflicts of the ten- 
der paffion, had not yet been fhewn 
in its mott interefting forms. It was 
hence our poets, particularly the dra-’ 
matic, borrowed ideas of a legiti- 
mate plot, and the complication of 
faéts neceflary to conttitute a flory 
either of the comic or tragic {pecies. 
In proportion as knowledge increafed, 
genius had wanted fubjects and ma- 
terials. ‘Thefe pieces ufurped the 
place of legends and chronicles. And 
although the old hittorical fongs of 
the minftrels contained much bold 
adventure, heroic enterprize, and 
ftrong touches of rude delineation, 
yet they failed in that multiplication 
and difpofition of circumftances, and 
in that defeription of characters and 
events approaching nearer to truth 
and reality, which were demanded 
by a more difcerning and curious 
age. Even the rugged features of 
the original Gothic romance were 
fottened by this fort of reading : and 
the Italian pattoral, yer with fome 
mixture of the kind of incidents de- 
feribed in Heliodorus’s Ethiopie Hif- 
tory, now newly tranflated, was en- 
grafted on the feudal manners in 
Sydney's Arcadia. 

‘© But the reformation had not yet 
deftroyed every delufion, nor difin- 
chanted all the ftrong holds of fuper- 
ftition. A few dim characters were 
yet legible in the mouldering creed 
of tradition, Every goblin of ig- 
norance did not vanifh at the firtt 
glimmerings of the morning of {ci- 
ence. Reaton fuffered a few demons 
fti!l to linger, which fhe chofe to re- 
tain in her fervice under the guidance 
of poetry. Men believed, or were 


willing to believe, that fpirits were 
yet hovering around, who brought 
I 
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Wi 6 aj 
en a ~_ heaven, or 
» that the chot 
was duely releafed from his prifon of 
torment at the found of the curfeu, 
and that fairies imprinted myfterious 
circles on the turf by moonlight, 
Much of this credulity was even con. 
fecrated by the name of {cience and 
protound {peculation. —Profpero had 
not yet ** broken and buried his ftaff,” 
nor ** drowned his book deeper than 
** did ever plummet found.” It was 
now that the alchymif, and the ju- 
dicial aftrologer, conduéted his oc- 
cult operations by the potent inter- 
courfe of fome preternatural being, 
who came obfequious to his call, and 
was bound to accomplifh his feverett 
fervices, under certain conditions, 
and for a limited duration of time. 
It was actually one of the pretended 
feats of thefe fantaflic philofophers, 
to evoke the queen of the fairies in 
the folitude of a gloomy grove, who, 
preceded by a fudden maifling of the 
leaves, appeared in robes of tran- 
fcendent luftre. TheShakfpeare of 
a more inftructed and polifhed age, 
would not have given us a magician 
darkening the fun at noon, the fabs 
bath of the witches, and the caul- 
drow of incantation. 

‘© Undoubtedly moft of thefe no- 
tions were credited and entertained 
in a much higher degree, in the pre 
ceding periods. But the arts of com- 
pofition had not then made a fufli- 
cient progrefs, nor would the poets 
of thofe periods have managed them 
with fo much addrefs and judgment. 
We were now arrived at that port, 
when the national credulity, chaf- 
tened by reafon, had produced a fort 
of civilized fuperiticon, and left 4 
fet of traditions, fanciful enough for 
poetic decoration, and yet not [00 
violent and chimerical for common 
fenfe. Hobbes, although no friend 
to this doctrine, obferves happy 
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« Ina good poem both judgment and 
« fancy are required ; but the fancy 
«“ mult be more eminent, becaute 
« they pleafe for the extravagancy, 
«but ought not to difpleafe by in- 
“ difcretion.” 

‘‘ Inthe mean time the Gothic 
romance, although fomewhat fhook 
by the clatlical fictions, and by the 
tules of Boccace and Bandello, ftill 
maintained its ground: and the darling 
machineries ff giants, dragons, and 
inchanred caftles, borrowed trom the 
magic ftorehoufe of Boiardo, Aniofto, 
and Taffo, began to be employed by 
the epic mufe. Thefe ornaments 
have been ceafured by the bigotry of 
precife and fervile critics, as abound- 
ing in whimfical abfurdities, and as 
unwarrantable deviations from the 
practice otf Homer and Virgil. The 
author of An Enquiry into the Lite 
and Writings of Homer is willing to 
allow a ferulity of genius, and a fe- 
leity of expiefion, to Taffo and to 
Ariotto; but at the fame time com- 
plains, that, ** quitting life, they 
“ betook themi{elves to aerial beings 
“and Utopian characters, and filled 
“their works with charms and vi- 
* fions, the modern fupplements of 
‘the marvellous and fublime. The 
“ bett pocts copy nature, and give 
it fuch as they find it. When 
once they lofe fight of this, they 
write falfe, be their talents ever fo 
great.” But what thall we fay 
of thofe Utopians, the Cyclopes and 
the Letirigons in the Odyfley ? The 
hippogrif of Arioito may be oppof- 
f¢ to the harpies of Virgil. If 
leaves are turned into fhips in the 
Orlando, nymphs are transformed 
ato fhips in the Eneid. Cacus is a 
more unnatural favage than Caliban. 
Nor am [ convinced, that the ima- 
fery of I{meno’s necromantic foreft 
im the Gierufalemme Liberata, 
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s“arced by walls and battlements of 


fire, is lefs marvellous and fublime, 
than the leap of Juno’s horfesin the 
Ihad, celebrated by Longinus for 
its fingular magnificence and dignity. 
On the principles of this critic, Vol- 
tuire’s Henriad may be placed at the 
head of the modern epic. But [ 
forbear to anticipate my opinion of a 
fyftem, which will more properly be 
conidered, when I come to fpeak of 
Spenfer. I mutt, however, obferve 
here, that the Gothic and pagan fic- 
tions were now frequently blended 
andincorporated. ‘The Lady of the 
Lake floated in the fuite of Neptune 
before queen Elizabeth at Kenil- 
worth; Aricl aflumes the femblance 
ot a fea-enymph, and Hecate, by an 
eafy affociation, conducts the rites of 

the weird fitters in Macbeth. 
Allegory had been derived from 
the religious dramas into our civil 
{fpectacles, ‘The mafques and pa- 
geantries of the age of Elizabeth 
were not only furnthed by the hea- 
then divinitics, but often by the vir- 
tues and vices imperfonated, figvifi- 
cantly decorated, accurately diitin- 
guifhed by their proper types, and 
reprefented by living actors. The 
ancient fyimbolical fhews of this fore 
began now to lofe their old barba- 
rifin and a mixture of religion, and 
to aflume a degree of poetical ele- 
gance and precition. Nor was it only 
in the contormation of particular fi- 
gures that much tancy was fhewn, 
but in the contexture of fome of the 
fables or devices prefented by groupes 
of ideal perfonages, hele exhibi- 
tions quickened creative invention, 
and reflected back on poetry what po- 
etry had given. From their fami- 
liarity and public nature, they form- 
ed a national tafte for allegory ; and 
the allegorical poets were now writ- 
ing to the people. Even romance 
was turned inte this channel. Inthe 
Fairy Queen, allegory is wrought 
G3 upon 
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upon chivalry, and the feats and fiz- 
ments of Arthur’s round table are 
moralized. ‘Ihe virtues of magni- 
ficence and chaitity are here perfoni- 
fied: but they are imaged with the 
forms, and under theagency, of ro- 
mantic knights anddamfeis. What 
was an a(ter-thought in Taffo, ap- 
pears to have been Spenfer’s preme- 
ditated and primary detign. In the 
mean time, we muit not confound 
thefe moral combatants of the Fairy 
Queena with fome of its other embo- 
died abitractions, which are purely 
and profefledly allegorical. 

*e It may here be added, that 
only a few critical treatifes, and but 
one Art of Poetry, were now writ- 
ten, Sentiments and images were 
not abfolutely determined by the ca- 
nons of coimpofition: nor was geni- 
us awed by the contcioufnefs of a 
future and final arraignment at the 
tribunal of taite. A certain digni- 
ty of inattention to niceties is now 
vifible in our writers. Without too 
clofely confulting a criterion of 
correctnefs, every man indulged his 
own capricioufnefs of invention. 
The poet’s appeal was chiefly to his 
own voluntary feelings, his own 


immediate and peculiar mode ot 


And this treedom of 
thought wes often expreffed in an 
undifeuied franknefs of diction. 
A circumtiance, by the way, that 
greatly contributed to give the flow- 
ing modulation which now marked 
the meafures of our poets, and which 
foon degenerated into the oppofite 
extreme of ciflonance and aiperity. 
Selection and diccrimination were ol- 
ten overlooked. Shakfpeare wan- 
deredin puriuit of Univerfal nature. 
‘Lhe glancings ot his eye are from 
heaven toearth, from earth to hea- 
ven We behold him breaking the 
barriers of imaginary method. In 
the fame feene, he defvends trom his 


conception. 


meridian of the noble@ tragic fyb, 
limity, to puns and quibbles, to the 
meaneft merriments of a plebeian 
farce. In the midtt of his dignity 
he refembles his own Richard the 
Second, the fkipping king, who 
fometimes difcarding the flate of a 
monarch, 


Mingled his royalty with carping fools, 


He feems not to have feen any im- 
propriety, in the moft abrupt tran. 
fitions, from dukes to buffvons, from 
fenators to failors, from counfellors 
to conftables, and from kings to 
clowns. Like Virgil’s majettic oak, 





Quantum vertice ad auras 
ZEtherias, tantum radice in Tartara 
tendit. 

*¢ No fatires, properly fo called, 
were written till towards the latter 
end of the queen’s reign, and then 
buta few. Pictures drawn at large 
of the vices of the times, did not 
fuit readers who loved to wander in 
the regions of artificial manners. 
The mufe, like the people, was too 
folemn and referved, too ceremont- 
ous and pedantic, to ftoop to com- 
mon life. Satire is the poetry of a 
nation highiy polithed. 

‘6 ‘The importance of the female 
charafter was not yet acknowleged, 
nor were women admitted into the 
general commerce of fociety. The 
effect of that intercourfe had not 1- 

arted a comic air to poetry, not 

fotte ned the feverer tone of our ver- 
{ification with the levities of gallan- 
trv, and the famihiarities of com 
pliment, {ometimes perhaps operat: 
ing on ferious fubyects, and rt 
ceptibly fpreading themfelves ne 
general hubits of ftyle and thous ? 
i do not mean to infinuate, Mat na" 

etry has fufered trom the great 
‘e of manners, which this al- 
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ther the improved ftate of female 
education, has produced, by giving 
elegance and variety to life, by en- 
larging the {phere ot converfation, 
and by multiplying the topics and 
enriching the ftores of wit and hu- 
mour. But [ am marking the pecu- 
liarities of compotition: and my 
meaning was to fuggett, that the ab- 
fence of fo important a circum- 
flance from the modes and conttitu- 
tion of ancient life, muft have influ- 
enced the contemporary poetry. Of 
the {tate of manners among our an- 
ceflors refpecting this point, many 
traces remain. ‘I heir ftyle of court- 
fhip may be collected from the love- 
dialogues of Hamlet, young Percy, 
Henry the Fifth, and Maiter Fen- 
ton. Their travic heroines, their 
Defdemonas and Ophelias, although 
of fo much confequence in the 
piece, are degraded to the back- 
ground. In comedy their ladies are 
nothing more than merry wives, plain 
and chearful matrons, who itand 
upon the charinefs of their honetty, 
In the fmaller poems, if a lover 
praifes his mittrefs, fhe is compli- 
mented in ftrains neither polite nor 
pathetic, without elegance and with- 
out affection: fhe is defcribed, not 
inthe addrefs of intelligible yet art- 
tul panegyric, not in the real co- 
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lours, and with the genuine accom- 
plifhments, of nature, but ag an 
eccentric ideal being of another 
fyfiem, and as infpiring fentiments 
equally unmeaning, hyperbolical, 
and unnatural. 

** Allor moft of thefe circum- 
ftances, contributed to give a deferip- 
tive, a picturefque, anda figurative 
caft tothe poetical language. This 
effect appears even in the profe com- 
pofitions of the reign of Elizabeth, 
In the fubfequent age, profe became 
the language of poetry. 

‘‘ In the mean time, general 
knowledge was increaling with a 
Wie diftufion and a haity rapidity. 
Books began to be multiplied, and a 
variety ot the mofl ufeful and rational 
topics had been difcutied in our own 
language. But fcience had not made 
too great advances. On the whole, 
we were now arrived at that period, 
propitious to the operations of ori- 
ginal and true poetry, when the coy- 
nefs of fancy was not always proof 
again{t the approaches of reafon, 
when genius was rather dire@led than 
governed by judgment, and when 
tafte and learning had fo far only 
difciplined imagination, as to fufter 
its excefles to pafs without cenfure 
or controul, for the fake of the 
beauties towhich they were allied.” 





On thee TRAGIC BALLAD. 


[Fromthe Dissertations prefixedto the ScorTisH Tracic BaLLaps.] 


. Hat fpecies of poetry which 

& we denominate baliad, is pe- 
uhar to a barbarous period. In an 
advanced {tate of arts, the comic 
ballad allumes the form of the fong 
ortonnet, and the iragic or heroic 
ballad that of the higher ode. 

** The caufe of our pleafure in 





feeing a mournful event reprefented, 
or hearing it defcribed, has been at- 
tempted co be explained by many 
critics. It feems to arife trom the 
mingled paffions ot admiration of 
the art of the author, curiolity to 
attend the termination, delight anf- 
ing trom a reflection. on our own 
(G4 fecurity, 
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fecurity, and the fympathetic fpirit. 

«6 In giving this pleature, per- 
haps the tragic ballad yields to 
no effort of human genius. When 
we perufe a polifhed tragedy or ode, 
we admire the art of the author, and 
are led to praife the invention ; but 
when we read an unartful defcrip- 
tion of a melancholy event, our paf- 
fions are more intenfely moved. 
The laboured productions of the in- 
formed compoter refemble a Greek 
or Roman temple; ‘vhen we enter 
it, we admire the art of the buil- 
der. ‘The rude effufions of the 
Gothic mufe are like the monuments 
of their architecture: we are filled 
with a religious reverence, and, for- 
getting our praife of the contriver, 
adore the preient deity. 

‘* I believe no tragic ballad of 
renowned antiquity has reached our 
times, if we deny the beautiful and 
pathetic Carmen de Aty, in Catullus, 
atitle to this clafs; which, as a 
modern critic of note has obferved, 
feems a tranilation from fome Greek 
dithyrambic, far more ancient than 
the times of that poet. His tranf- 
lation ot Sappho’s ode might fhew 
that he took a delight in the ancient 
Greck compolitions, from which in- 
deed he feems to have derived in a 
great meafure his peculiarly delicate 
vein. 

** But it was with the nations in 
a ftate of barbarity, that this effu- 
fionof the heart flourifhed as in its 
proper foil: their focieties, rude 
and irregular, were full of vicitli- 
tudes, and-every hour fubject to the 
mott dreadful accidents. The min- 
itrels, who only knew, and were 
inipired by the prefent manners, 
caught the tale of mortality, and re- 
corded it for the initru@ion and en- 
tertainment of others. It pleated 
by moving the paffions, and, at the 
fume time afforded caution to their 


auditors to guard againit fimilar 
mifadventures. 

*¢ Jt is amufing to obferve how 
expreflive the poetry of every coun- 
try 1s Of its real manners. © ‘That of 
the northern nations is ferocious to 
the higheit degree. Nor need we 
wonder that thofe, whofe laws 
obliged them to decide the mot 
trifling debate with the fword, de. 
lighted in a vein of poetry, which 
only painted deeds of blood, and 
objects horrible to the imagination, 
The ballad poetry of the Spaniards 
is tinged with the romantic gallan. 
try of that nation. The hero is all 
complaifance ; and takes off his hel- 
metin the heat of combat, when he 
thinks on his miftrefs. That of the 
Englith is generous and brave. In 
their mott noble ballad, Percy la. 
ments over the death of his mortal 
foe. ‘That of the Scots is perhaps, 
like the face of their country, more 
various than the reft. We find init 
the bravery of the Englifh, the gal- 
lantry of the Spanith, and I am 
afraid in fome infiances the serocity 
of the northern. 

‘6 A late writer has remarked, 
that, ** the Scottith tunes, whether 
melancholy or gay ; whether amo- 
rous, martial, or pattoral, are ma 
ftyle highly original, and moft teel- 
ingly expreffive of ali the paihons 
from the iweeteit to the anolt ter 
rible.”” 

‘© In the true poetic terrible, I 
believe, fome paffages in Hardy- 
knute yieldto no attempt of a firong 
and dark fancy. The ballad ftyled 
Edward may, I fear, be rather pro- 
duced as an evidence that this ¢il- 
pleafes, when it rifes toa degree of 
the horrible, which that fingular 
piece certainly partakes of. 

‘© The pathetic is the other pna- 
cipal walk of the tragic mule: and 1n 
this the Scottifh bailacs yield to no 

compolitions 
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compofitions whatever. What can 
be imagined more moving than the 
cataftrophes of Offian’s Darthula, 
the mott pathetic ot all poems ? or 
of Hardyknute, Child Maurice, and 
indeed moit of the pieces now col- 
lected ? Were ever the feclings of a 
fond -mother exprefled in language 
equal in fimplicity and pathos to that 
ot Lady Bothwell ?—'This leads me 
to remark, that the dialect in which 
the Scottifh ballads are written gives 
them a great advantage in point of 
touching the pafhons. Their lan- 
guage is rough and unpolifhed, and 
feems to fow immediately from the 
heart. We meet with no concettos 
or far-fetched thoughts in them. 
They potleis the pathetic power in 
the higheit degree, becaufe they do 
not afiect it; and are ftriking be- 
caufe they do not meditate to itrike. 

“ Moit of the compoifitions now 
offered to the public, have already 
received approbation. The muulat- 
ed fragment of Hardyknute for- 
merly in print, was admired and ce- 
lebrated by the beft critics. As it 
is now, I am inclined to think, 
given in its original pertection, it is 
certainly the moit noble production 
in this ftyle that ever appeared in 
the world. ‘The manners and cha- 
racters are ftrongly marked, and 
well preferved ; the incidents deep- 
ly intereiting ; and the cataftrophe 
new and affecting. I am indebted 
for moft of the fltanzas, now reco- 
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vered, to the memory of a lady in 
Lanerkthire. 

‘* A modern lyric poet of the 
firft clafs has pronounced Child 
Maurice a divine ballad. ** Arif- 
totle’s beft rules,” fays he, **are ob- 
ferved init, in a manner that fhews 
the author had never read Ariftotle.” 
Indeed, if any one will perufe Arif- 
totle’s Art of Poetry with Dacier’s 
elucidations, and afterwards com- 
pare their moft approved rules with 
this fimple ballad, he wilk find that 
they are better illuftrated by this 
rude cflort of the Gothic mufe, than 
by the moft exquifite tragedy of an- 
cient or modern times; the Cdi- 
pus Tyrannus of Sophocles, the 
Athalie ot Racine, the Merope of 
Maftei, and even the very excellent 
drama, which feems immediatel 
tounded on it, not excepted ; there 
being many delicate {trokes in this 
orginal, which the plot adopted by 
that author forbad his making pro- 
per ule of. ‘This does honour at 
once to the unknown compofer of 
this ballad, and to the firft of cri- 
tics. In the former the reader will 
admire a genius, that, probably un- 
tracked by erudition, could pro- 
duce a flory corre/ponding to the in- 
tricate though natural rules of the 
Greek author. ‘To the latter willbe 
readily confirmed the applaufe of an 
ancient, that he was the fecretary ot 
nature, and his pen was ever dipped 
in good fenfe,” 
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[From Dr. Jounson’s Lives of the Poets.] 


* TP YELMr. Addifon] was in Ire- 
land when Steele, without 
any communication of his defign, be- 


gan the publication of the Tatler; but 
he was not long concealed: by infert- 
ing a remark on Virgil, which Addi- 

" , fon 
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fon had given him, hedifeovered him- 
felt. It is indeed not eaty for any 
man co write upon literature, or com- 
mon life, fo as not to make himfelf 
known to thofe with whom he fami- 
liarly converfes, and who are ac- 
quainted with his track of ftudy, 
his favourite topicks, his pecultas 
notions, and his habitual phrafes. 

*6 If Steele defired to write in fe- 
erect, he was not lucky; a fingle 
month detested him. His firft ‘Tat- 
ler Was pul lifhed April 22(1709), and 
Addifon’s contriburion appeared May 
26. ‘Tickell obferves, that the Tat- 
ler began and was concluded without 
his concurrence. ‘This 1s doubtlefs 
Jiterally true; but the work did not 
fulfer much by his unconfcioufnefs 
of its commencement, or his abfence 
at itscceflation ; for he continued his 
affittunce to December 23, and the 
paper {lopped on January z. He did 
not diftinguifh his pieces by any fig- 
nature; and I know not whether his 
name was not kept fecret, till the 
papers were colle¢tedinto volumes. 

‘¢ To the Tatler, in about two 
months, fucceeded the Spectator ; a 
feries of cffays of the fame kind, but 
written with lefs levity, upon a more 
regular plan, and publifhed daily. 
Such an undertaking thewed the writ- 
ers not to diftruft their own coptouf- 
nefs of materials or tacility of com- 
polition, and their performance juf- 
tified their confidence. They found, 
however, in their progrefs, many 
auxiliaries. ‘To attempt a fingle pa- 
per was no terrifying labour: many 
pieces were offered, and many were 

eceived, 

«* Addifon had enouch of the zeal 
of party, but Steele had at that time 
almot nothing eile. ‘The Spectator, 
im one of the firtt papers, fhewed the 
political tenets of its authors; buta 
refolution was foon taken of court- 
Ly re neral 


ang general approbauioa = by 
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topicks, and fithje&s on which face 
ton had produced no diverfity of fen. 
(iments 5; fuch as literature, moral. 
tv, and familiar life. To this prac. 
tice they adhered with very few de. 
vee he ardou r of Steele once 
rroke out in praife ot Marlborough; 
and whe n Dr. Fleetwood prefixed to 
fome fermons a pretace, overflowing 
with whiggith opinions, that it might 
be read by the Queen, it was reprint. 
ed in the Spectator. 

‘* ‘To teach the minuter decencies 
and inferior duties, to regulate the 
practice of daily converfation, to cor. 
rect thofe depravities which are r- 
ther ridiculous than criminal, and 
remove thofe grievances, which, if 
they produce no lafling calamities, 
imprefs hourly vexation, was firit at- 
tempted in Italy by Cafa in his book 
of Manners, and Cattiglione in his 
Courtier, two books yet celebrated 
in Italy for purity and elegance, and 
which, if they are now lefs read, 
are neglected only becaufe they have 
effefted that reformation which their 
authors intended, and their precepts 
now are no longer wanted, Their 
ufefulnefs to the age in which they 
were written, is fufficiently attetted 
by the tranflations which almott all 
the nations of Europe were in hatte 
to obtain. 

“ This fpecies of inftruction was 
continued, and perhaps advanced, by 
the French: among whom La Bru- 
yere’s Manners of the Age, though, 
as Boileau remarked, it 1s written 
without connection, certainly _de- 
ferves great praife, for liveliaels oF 
defcription and juftnefs of obict- 
vation, 

‘¢ Before the Tatler and Spetta- 
tor, if the writers for the Theatre 

and had no mat- 

ters of common life. No writers 
had yet undertaken to reform either 
onefs of negleét, or the 1m- 
pertinence 


are excepted, Engl 


the favag 
re] 
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rtinence of civility; to teach when 
F fpeak, or to be filent ; how to re- 
fufe, or howtocomply. We wunt- 
ed not books to teach us our more 1m 

rtant duties, and to fertile opini- 
ons in philofophy or p litics 3 but 
an arbiter elegantiarum, % judye ot 
propriety’, was yet wanting, who 
jhould furvey the track of daily con- 
ver{ation, and free it from thorns 
and prickles, which teaze the pafler, 
though they do not wound him. 

‘* For this purpofe nothing 1s fo 
proper as the frequent publication of 
{hort papers, which we read not as 
ftudy but amufement. If the fub- 
ject be flight, the treatife likewife is 
fhort. The bufy may find time, 
and the idle may find patience, 

‘* This mode of conveying cheap 
and eafy knowledge began among us 
in the civil war, when it was much 
the intereit of either party to raife 
and fix the prejudices of the people. 
At that time appeared Mercurius 
Aulicus, Mercurius Rutticus, and 
Mercurius Civicus. It is faid that 
when any title grew popular, 1s was 
ftolen by the antagonift, who by 
this itratagzem conveyed his notions 
to thofe who would not have receiv- 
ed him had he not worn the appear- 
ance of a friend. The tumult of 
thofe unhappy days left fearcely any 
man leifure to treafure up occalio- 
nal compofitions ; and fo much were 
they negleéted, that a complete 
colleétion is no where to be found. 

** Thefe Mercuries were fuc- 
ceeded by L’Eftrange’s Obfervator, 
and that by Lefley’s Rehearfal, and 
perhaps by others ; but hitherto no- 
thine had been conveyed to the 
ore in this commodious manner, 

ut controverfy relatingtothe church 
or flate ; of which they taught ma- 
hy to talk, whom they could not 
teach to judge. 


* .thas been fuggefted that the 


Royal Society was inftituted foon 
alter the Rettoration, to divert the 
attention of the people from public 
difconrent, The Tatler and Opec 
tator had the fame tendency: they 
were publifhed at a time when two 
partics, loud, refllefs, and violent, 
each with plaufible declarations, and 
each perhaps without any diftinct ter- 
mination Of its views, were agitating 
the nation: to minds heated with 
political conteft, they fupplied cool- 
er and more inoftenfive reflections ; 
and it is faid by Addifon, ina fub- 
fequent work, that they had a per- 
ceptible influence upon the conver- 
fation of that time, and taught the 
frolick and the gay to unite merrie 
ment with decency ; an effect which 
they can never wholly lofe, while 


.they continue to be among the firft 


books by which both fexes are initi- 
ated in the elegancies of knowledye. 

“© The Tatler and Spe¢tator redu- 
ced, like Cafa, the unfettled prac 
tice of daily intercourfe to proprie- 
ty and politencfs; and, like La 
Bruyere, exhibited the characters 
and manners of theage, ‘The per- 
fonages introduced in thefe papers 
were not merely ideal; they were 
then known, and confpicuous in va- 
rious ftations. Of the Tatler this is 
told by Steele in his laft paper, and 
of the Spectator by Budgell in the 
preface to Theophraftus; a book 
which Addifon has recommended, 
and which he was fufpected to have 
reviled, if he did not write it. O€ 
thofe portraits, which may be fup- 
pofed to be fometimes embellifhed, 
and fometimes aggravated, the ori- 
ginals are partly known, and partly 
forgotten. 

*¢ But to fay that they united the 
plans of two or three eminent wri- 
ters, is to give them but a fmall 

vart ot their due praife: they fu- 
peradded fiterature and _ 
an 
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and fomctimes towered far above 
their predeceffore, and taught, with 
great juftnefs of argument and dig- 
nity of language, the moft impor- 
tant duties and fublime truths. 

« All thefe topicks were hay pily 
varied with elegant fictions and re- 
fined allegories, and illuminated 
with different chanyes of ftyle and 
felicities of invention. 

“ It is recorded by Budgell, that 
of thecharaéters feigned or exhibited 


in the Speétator, the favourite of 


Addifon was Sir Roger ce Cover. 
ley, of whom he had tormed a very 
delicate and difcriminated idea, 
which he would not fuffes to be vio- 
lated ; and therefore when Steele 
had fhewn him innocently picking up 
a girl in the ‘Temple, and taking 
her toa tavern, he drew upon him- 
felf fo much of his friend’s indigna- 
tion, that he was forced to appeafe 
him by a promife of forbearing Sir 
Roger for the time to come. 

“ "The reafon which induced Cer- 
vantes to bring his hero to the rave, 
para mi fola nacio Don Quixote, y yo 
para cl, made Addifon declare, with 
an undue vehemence of expreffion, 
that he would kill Sir Roger, be- 
ing of opinion that they were born 
for one another, and that any other 
hand would do him wrong. 

*¢ It may be doubted whether Ad- 
difon ever filled up his orizinal deli- 
neation. He deferibes his knight as 
having his imagination fomewhat 
warped ; but of this perverfion he 
has made very little ufe. ‘The irre- 
gularities in Sir Roger’s conduét, 
feem not fo much the effects of a 
mind deviating from the beaten 
track of lite, by the perpetual pref- 
fure of fome overwhelming idea, as 
of habitual rofticity, and that neg- 
ligence which folitary grandeur na- 
turally pencratcs. 

** The variable weather of the 
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mind, the flying vapours of incipi- 
cnt madnefs, which from time to 
time cloud reafon, Without eclipf. 
lng Mt, It requires fo much hicety to 
exhibit, that Addifon focms to have 
been deterred trom protecuting hig 
own defign. 

** ‘To Sir Roger, who, a3 a coun. 
try gentleman, appears to bea tory, 
OF, 43 it 13 ently exprefled, an ad. 
herent to the landed intereft, is Op- 
posed Sir Andrew Freeport, a new 
man, a wealthy merchant, zealous 
for the monc yed interett, anda Whig. 
Of this contraricty ot opinions, it 
is probable more confequences were 
at firft intended than could be pro- 
duced, when the refolution was taken 
to exclude party from the paper. 
Sir Andrew does but little, and 
that little feems not to have pleafed 
Addifon, who, when he difmifled 
him from the club, changed his opi- 
nions. Steele had made him in the 
truc fpirt of unfeeling commerce, 
declare that he avould not build an 
hofpital for idle people; but at lait be 
buys land, fettles in the coun- 
try, and builds not a manulaétory, 
but an hofpital for twelve old huf- 
bandinen, for men with whom a 
merchant has little acquaintance, 
and whom he commonly conlders 
with little kindnets. 

‘© Or eflavs thus clegant, thus 
inftructive, and thus commodioully 
diftributed, it is natural to {uppole 
the approbation genera) and the fale 
numerous. I once beard it obferv- 
ed, that the fale may be calculated 
by the product of the tax, rclated ia 
the laft number to produce more 
than twenty pounds a week, am 
therefore ftated at one and twenty 
pounds, or three pounds ten {hullings 
aday: this, at a hali-penny 4 pe 
per, will cive fixtecn hundred wll 
ceiehty for the daily number. 

“«* Phis fale is mot great; yet 
this, 
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this, if Swift be credited, was likely 
to grow lefs ; for he declares that 
the Spectator, whom he ridicules for 
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his endlefs mention of the fair fex, 
had before his recefs wearied his 
readers.” 





CHARACTER of THOMS 


N’s SEASONS. 


[From the fame Work.] 


S awriter, he is entitled to 

one praife of the highett 
kind ; his mode of thinking, and of 
exprefing his thoughts, is original. 
His blank verfe is no more the blank 
verfe of Milton, or of any other 
poet, than the rhymes of Prior are 
the rhymes of Cowley. His nuim- 
bers, his paufes, his diction, are of 
his own growth, without tranfcrip- 
tion, without imitation. Methinks 
ina peculiar train, and he thinks 
always as aman of genius; he looks 
round on Nature and on Life, with 
the eye which Nature beftows only 
on a poet ; the eye that diftinguifhes, 
in every thing prefented to its view, 
whatever there is on which imagina- 
tion can delight to be detained, and 
with a mind that at once compre- 
hends the vaft, and atiends two the 
minute. The reader of the Seafons 
wonders that he never faw before 
what ‘Thomfon thews him, and that 
he never yet has felt what ‘Chorn- 
fon imprefles. 

‘© His is one of the works in 
which blank verfe feems properly 
ufed; Thomfon’s wide cxpanfion 
of general views, and his enumera- 
tion of circumftantial varieties, 
would have been ob! ruéted and cm- 
barrafled by the frequent interfec- 
tions of the fenfe, which are the 
neceflary effeAts of rhyme, 

** Mis defcriptions of extended 
feenes and general effets bring be- 
fore us the whole magnificence of 
Nature, whet 


ful, 


“a 


her pleafing or dread- 
The gaicty of Spring, the 


fplendour of Summer, the tranquil- 
lity ot Autumn, and the horror of 
Winter, take in their turns poffefion 
of the mind. The poet leads us 
through the appearances of things as 
they are fucceilively varied by the 
viciflitudes of the year, and imparts 
to us fomuch of his own enthufiafm, 
that our thoughts expand with his 
imagery, and kindle with his fenti- 
ments. Nor is the naturalift with- 
out his port in the entertainment ; 
for he is affifled to recolleét and to 
combine, to arrange his difcoveries, 
and to amplify the fphere of hiscon- 
templation. 

‘* ‘The great defeét of the Seafons 
is Want of method ; but for this I 
know not that there was any reme- 
dy. Of many appearances fubfift- 
ing all at once, no rule can be given 
why one fhould be mentioned before 
another: yet the memory wants the 
help of order, and the curiofity is 
not excited by fufpenfe or expec- 
tation. 

‘6 His diétion is in the highet 
degree florid and luxuriant, fuch as 
may be fuid to be to his images and 
thoughts both their luftre and ther 
rade ; fuch as invefts them with 
fplendour, through which perhaps 
they are not always eaiily difcerned, 
Jt is too exuberant, and fometimes 
may be charged with filling the car 
more than the mind. 

‘¢ Thefe Poems, with which I was 
acquainted at their firft appearance, 
] have fince found altered and en- 
Jarged by fublequent revifals, as the 

author 
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author fuppofed his judgement to 
grow more exact, and as books or 
converfation extended his knowledge 
and opened his profpects. They 


are, I think, improved in general ; 





CHARACTER OF Dr. YOUNG’s POETRY. 


yet I know not whether they havd 
not loft part of what Temple callg 
their race ; 2 word which, applied 
to wines, in its primitive fenfe, 
means the flavour of the foil,” 
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[From the fame Work. } 


“a F Young’s Poems it is diffi- 
eult to give any general 
character ; for he has no uniformity 
of manner: one of his pieces has 
no great refemblance to another. 
He began to write early, and con- 
tinued long ; and at different times 
had different modes of poetical ex- 
cellence in view. His numbers are 
fometimes {mooth, and fometimes 
rugged : his ftyle is fometimes con- 
catenated, and fometimes abrupt ; 
fometimes diffufive, and fometimes 
concife. His plan feems to have 
ttarted in his mind at the prefent 
moment, and his thoughts appear 
the effects of chance, fometimes ad- 
verfe, and fometimes lucky, with 
very little operation of judgement. 
‘© He was not one of the writers 
whom experience improves, and 
who obferving their own faults be- 
come gradually correct. His Poem 
on the Laft Day, his firft great per- 
formance, has an equability and 
propriety, which he afterwards either 
never endeavoured or never attained. 
Many paragraphs are noble, and few 
are mean, yet the whole is languid ; 
the plan is too much extended, and 
a fucceffion of images divides and 
weakens the general conception; but 
the great reafon why the reader is 
difappointed is, that the thought of 
the Last Day makes every man 
more than poetical, by fpreading 
ever his mind a general ob{ewiry of 
2 


facred horror, that oppreffes dif- 
tinction, and difdains expreffion, 

‘** His ttory of Jane Grev was ne- 
ver popular. It is written with 
elegance enough, but Jane is too 
herotck to be pitied. 

‘© The Univerfal Paffion is indeed 
a very great performance. _ Itis faid 
to be a feries of epigrams ; but if it 
be, itis What the author intended : 
his endeavour was at the production 
of ftriking diftichs and pointed fen- 
tences ; and his diftichs have the 
weight of folid fentiment, and his 
points the fharpnefs of refifilefs 
truth. His characters are often fe 
lected with difcernment, and drawn 
with nicety ; his illuftrations are 
often happy, and his reflections often 
juft. His fpecies of fatire is between 
thofe of Horace and of Juvenal ; he 
has the gaiety of Horace without his 
laxity of numbers, and the morality 
of Juvenal with greater variation of 
images. He plays, indeed, only on 
the furface of lite ; he never pene- 
trates the receffes of the mind, and 
therefore the whole power of his 
poetry is exhaufted by a fingle pe- 
rufil; his conceits pleafe only when 
they furprife. 

“ To tranflate he never conde- 
feended, unlefs his Paraphrafe on 
lob may be confidered as a verlion 5 
in which he has not, I think, beem 
unfuccefsful: he indeed favoure 
himfelf, by chufing thote parts 

which 





which moft eafily admit the orna- 
ments of Englifh poetry. ' } 

«© He had lealt fuccefs in his 
lvrick attempts, in which he feems 
to have been under fome malignant 
influence: he is always labouring to 
be great, and at lait is only turgid. 

“ In his Night Thoughts he has 
exhibited a very wide difplay of ori- 
ginal poetry, variegated with deep 
reflections and ftriking allufions, a 
wildernefs of thought, in which the 
fertility of fancy featters flowers of 
every hue and of every odour. This 
is one of the few poems in which 
blank verfe could not be changed for 
rhyme but with difadvantage. The 
wild diffufion of the fentiments, and 
the digreffive fallies of imagination, 
would have been comprefied and 
retrained by regard torhyme. The 
excellence of this work is not exa¢t- 
nefs, but copioufnefs ; particular 
lines are not to be regarded; the 
power is in the whole, and in the 
whole there is a magnificence like 
that afcribed to a Chinefe plantation, 
the magnificence of vaft extent and 
endlefs diverfity. 

“ Hislaft poem was the Refigna- 
tion ; in which he made, as he was 
accuftomed, an experiment of a new 
mode of writing, and fucceeded bet. 
terthan in his Ocean or his Mer- 
chant. It was very falfely repre- 
fented as a proof of decaying facul- 
ties. ‘There is Young in every 
flanza, fuch as he often was in his 
higheft vigour. 

** His Tragedies not making part 
of this Collection, 1 had forgotten, 
tll Mr. Steevens recalled them to 
my thoughts by remarking, that he 
ftemed to have one favourite ca- 
taitrophe, as his three Plays all con- 
Cluded with lavith fuicide; a method 
by which, as Dryden remarked, a 
pocteairly rids his fkene of perfons 
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whom he wants not to keep alive. 
In Bufiris there are the greatett 
ebullitions of imagination ; but the 
pride of Bufiris is fuch as no other 
man can have, and the wholcis too re- 
mote from known life to raife either. 
grief, terror, or indignation, The 
Revenge approaches much nearer to 
human practices and manners, and 
therefore keeps pofleifion of the 
{tage : the firft defign feems fug- 
geited by Othello ; but the refleét- 
ions, the incidents, and the diction, 
are original. The moral obferva- 
tions are fo introduced, and fo ex- 
prefled, as to have all the novelty 
that can be required. Of The Bro- 
thers I may be allowed to fay no- 


thing, fince nothing was ever faid ot 


it by the public. 

*¢ It mult be allowed of Young’s 
poetry, that it abounds in thought, 
but without much accuracy or fe- 
lection. When he lays hold of an 
illuftration, he puriues it beyond 
expectation, fometimes happily, as 
in his parallel of Quickfilver with 
Pleafure, which I have heard \e- 
peated with approbation by a lady, 
of whofe praiie he would have been 
juftly proud, and which is very in- 
genious, very fubtle, and almoft 
exact : but fometimes he is leis 
lucky, as when, in his Night 


Thoughts, having it dropped into 
his mind, that the orbs, floatiog in 
{pace, might be called the clutter of 
creation, he thinks on a clufter of 
grapes, and fays, that they all hang 
on the great vine, drinking the neét- 
arcous juice of immortal life. 

‘¢ His conceits are fometimes yet 
lefs valuable: in the Latt Day, he 
hopes to illuftrate the re-aflembly of 
the atoms that compofe the human 
body at the trump of doom, by the 
colleétion ot bees into a {warm at 
the tinkling of a pan. 

“ The 
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¢¢ The Prophet fays of Tyre, that 
her Merchants are Princes ; Young 
fays of ‘Tyre in his Merchant, 

Her merchants Princes, and each deck 

a Throne. 
Let burlefque try to go beyond him. 

‘© He has the trick of joining the 
turgid and familiar: to buy the 
alliance of Britain, ** Climes were 
paid down.” Antithefis is his fa- 
vourite, ** They for kindnefs hate ;” 
and ‘+ becaufe fhe’s right, fhe’s ever 
in the wrong.” 

‘¢ His verfification is his own; 
neither his blank nor his rhyming 
lines have any refemblance to thofe 
of former writers : he picks up no 
hemiftichs ; he copies no favourite 
expreffions ; he feems to have laid 
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up no ftores of thought or diction 
but to owe all to the fortuitous fug. 
geflions of the prefent moment 
Yet I have reafon to believe thar, 
when once he had formed a new de. 
fign, he then laboured it with ver 
patient induftry, and that he daat 
pofed with great labour, and fre. 
quent revifions. 

*¢ His verfes are formed by no 
certain model; for he is no more 
like himfelf in his differenr pro- 
ductions than he is like others, He 
feems never to have ftudied profody, 
nor to have had any direétion but 
from his own ear. But, with all 
his defects, he was a man of genius 
and a poet.” 
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Account of the METHODS of BOTANY before Linnzus wrote; 


[From Dr. Putteney’s General View of the Writings of Linnavus.] 


« ¥T may not be improper to pre- 

mife fome obfervations on me- 
thods of botany in general, before 
our author wrote. It is needlefs to 
urge the neceflity of mtethod in the 
fudy of nature, as it is the very 
foul of fcience ; and, amidft fuch a 
multitude of objeéts which the ve- 
retable kingdom affords, all attempts 
towards the acquilition of knowledge 
without it, muit end in uncertainty 
and confufion. We have fufficient 
proofs of this in the writers upon 
plants before the invention of fyit- 
tms, and fee and deplore the want 
of them, in the lofs ot many valu- 
able articles, not only in the Materia 
Medica, but in the Materia Pictoria, 
and ‘l'inctoria of the ancients. Ar- 
ticles, the virtues and properties of 
which appear to have been well 
afcertained, are now loit to us, for 
want of a more fcientific arrange- 
ment of the fubjects, and accuracy 
in the defcriptions of them. 

“ Botanic writers chofe very dif- 
ferent methods of arranging plants, 
hot only before, but fince, the in- 
vention of fyftematic botany. The 
ebatic has been much followed, 

pecially in local catalogues. Some 
have difpofed the plants according 
tothe time of flowering ; as Pauli, 
in his Quadriparitum Botanicum, 
publithed in 1639: Beller, in the 


—_ Eyitettenfis, 1640 ;° and 
1781, 


Dillenius, in the Catalogus Giffenfis, 
171g. Others have arranged them 
according to the different places of 
their growth ; as the authors of the 
Hiftoria Lugdunenfis, in 1587: and 
fome according to their virtues in 
medicine. Others ayain, obferving 
that numbers of vegetables agreed 
with each other in their general ha- 
bit and appearance, or had a certain 
harmony and proportion in the 
form and difpofition of their roots, 
leaves, flowers, or fruit; in their 
particular mode of growing, flow- 
ering, or foliation, faw that they 
naturally fell as it were into clafies, 
agreeable to fuch diftinctions. Hence 
their divifion of trees, into pomife- 
ry prunifera, baccifera, nucifera, 
glandifir«, &c.; of herbs, into 
bulbofce, filiquofa, umbellifera, ver- 
ticillata, papilionacea, &C. Thefe 
were fo many clafles or orders, which 
nature had fo characterized that 
they could not efcape their notice ; 
and, could all the fubjeéts of the 
vegetable kingdom be properly re- 
duced to fuch combinations, andthe 
whole chain properly connected, we 
fhould then fee what is meant by the 
natural method, that w/timum et de- 
fideratum of botany, of which our 
author fays, however, ** Nec /perare 
fas eh, quod nofira tas fyftema 
quoddam naturale videre queat, et vix 
Jeri nepotes.” Neverthelefs the bett 

Hf writers 
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writers of the laft century, fuch were 
John and Cafpar Bauhine, endea- 
voured to preferve the above men- 
tioned arrangement, although it 
was inarude manner. In this they 
were followed by our own country- 
men Gerard and Parkinfon ; but as 
they eilablifhed no precife defini- 
tions to their clafles, fo in their fub- 
divifions, or chapters, they paid lit- 
tle or no regard to the minuter parts 
of diftinction, taken from the truc- 
tification : hence, nothing like ge- 
nerical notes can be difcovered in 
their methods : fo that the only 
refource, in finding many of their 
plants, was, to re ad over their long 
and tedious defcriptions, which, 
afterall, were frequently infufhicient 
to diftinguith the plane fought for. 
‘That great naturalit ? Conrade 
Geiner, who died in 1565, in his 
goth vear, appears to have been the 


firft who thought, with any preci- 
fion, of a method of ck: ling plants 


from the flower, or fruit ; "but he 
only flightly touches thereon in his 
epiitles : he lived not to bring any 
thing to perfection in this wz av. It 
was referved for C: vfalpinus, phy- 
fician to pope Clement VIIL. to be 
the firft au thor who arraneed plants 
in atrue fyfftematic manner, in his 
Libri de Plantis, publifhed in 1583, 
in which he eftablifhes the chara“ers 
principally from the fruit. It ts 
wondertal, that after this time, 
though ‘o many eminent botanitts 
nong whom were the 

no one ever thought 
ing the plan -he laid down, 
until Morifon and Ray, who both 
pub! early together, their 
feparite fy Rems, founded alfo upon 
principal y drawn from 

Since the ir time, others 
laboured to bring their fyftems 
1 as Knaut in Ger- 
‘rman, und Boer- 


flourihed, 

. n —- : 
Two Aael hines, 
of purt 


+ 
ihed, on 


dittinetions pri 
the trurt. 
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haave, in Holland: and Dillenius, 
late proteffor at Oxford, had Aill 
farther perfected Mr. R Ray’s method, 
as is evident from the arrangement 
he has given tothe Britith plants, j in 
the third edition of that author’s 
Synoptis. 

** Several clegant fy {tems havealfo 
been formed from the flower, as the 
balis of the claffical charaéter = jy 
confidering which, both the regu- 
larity and irregularity, as well as 
the number of the per: als, have been 


. made the principal dittinction,  Ri- 


vin, at Leiptic, in 1690, was the 
firit who took the flower as the 
foundation of his method, as did 
ete i us 111718. But no one car- 
rted this method to fuch perfection 
is Tournctort, 1 in 1694, who forms 
his claffical character from the figure 
of the flower, and etlablithes his 
orders or fubdivifions on the different 
fituation of the fruit, whether above 
or below the empalement or recep- 
tacle. 

Be fides thefe methods, in which 
the authors have contidered one part 
only, cither flower or fruit, as the 
bafe of their fyitems, feveral others 
have been conitructed of late years, 
‘in which vecetables have been ar- 

ranced, ; Cras poflible, according 
to what adi be 1 | alled the natural 
clafles + the foundations of which 
take in a numerous fet at characters, 
ariling from a combin ation and 
agreement in the habit of the plants, 
as well as their harmony in the ef 
fential parts of fru: “ification. Among 
thefe, that of Van Roven, late pre 
teffor at Leyden, 1s among the es 
e.egant a fempes rowards this 38 
mum in botany. This is exhibite 
inthe Pro idromus Flore Leydentis ’ 
1740 He isis followed by | ore 
in the Flora Sibirica, 17479 } 
Th tp ssa wre, as alfo b. Gerare, 


aris 
in his Flora Gailo P > rovincialis, P 
170}, 
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i061, preferve the natural generical 
characters of Linnzus almott entire 
through their fyitems ; and the lat- 
ter writer has, with fome variations, 
taken the orders of a natural me- 
thod, conftructed by B. Juffieu, for 
his claffes. Haller alfo planned, 
and brought to great perfection, a 
method of this kind, as is exhibited 
in his Enumeratio Stirpium Hel- 
vetix, 1747, and in the Hortus 
Gottingenfis, 1753, which he has 
fince till more elaborated, in a work 
of infinite labour and merit, the 
Hittoria Stirpium Helvetix, 3 tom. 
fol. 1768. 

“ Linneus himfelf very early at- 
tempted a natural method: but it is 
evident he thought there were too 
many links wanting in the chain, to 
render it the readieft guide to bo- 
tanical fcience ; fince he foon de- 
ferted it, although he continued to 
improve it to the lait: however he 
only reduced the genera into orders, 
but did not venture fo far as to form 
the claffical part of a fvitem on that 
plan. ‘The prefent learned and¥in- 
defatigable profeffor Dr. Hope, at 
Edinburgh, whofe zeal and fuccefs 
cultivating and diffufing the prin- 
aples of the Linnawan fyftem are 
wellknown, has conitruéted perhaps 


_—— 
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the moft elaborate atttempt of this 
kind that the botaniits have ever 
feen. Wejcin with many others in 
withing that he may be enabled td 
give it allthat perfection which may 
encourage him to prefent it to the 
public. 

‘¢ Methods have alfo been formed 
from the different fpecies and ar- 
rangement of the calyx, or cup of 
the flower in plafts. Profeffor 
Magnol, of Montpelier, publifhed 
in 1720, on this plan; and Linnzus 
himfelt in 1737, but he did not 
purtue it. 

** Every method of arrangement 
hath its advantage in fome re{pect or 
other ; and it is furely rather to be 
regretted, howfoever the flower may 
claim the preference, that a method 
founded in the diftinétions of the 
fruit, fhould not alfo have as it were 
a fecondary place in common ufe ; 
for, as all artificial methods are only 
fuppofed to be fo many /uccedanea 
to the natural one, a duc attention 
to cach might tend to illuftrate the 
natural clafles, to connect them, 
reduce the anomalies, and fo far 
pave the way to the accomplifhment 
of that fcheme, which, however, 
will yet by many be confidered as 
quite impracticable in botany.” 








« INN US was the firft who 
_&. conitituted the ftamina and 
putils as the bafis of an artificial me- 
thod of arranging plants ; and he 
tells us, in his Clafles Plantarum, he 
Was led to this by confidering the 
great importance of thefe parts in 
Vegetation, They alone are the 


‘ntials neceflury to fructification ; 





LINNA:US’s ARRANGEMENT of the PLANTS. 


[From the fame Work. ] 






all other parts, except the anthera 
and ftigma, being wanting in fome 
tlowers ; and the prefent philofophy 
of botany regards the former as the 
male, and the latter as the female 
organs of generation in plants. As 
fuch indeedthey mutt be confidered 
analogically, and in a philofophical 
view ; yet, perhaps, the Linnwan 

H 2 fyftem, 
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fyftem, admirable as it is, would 
not have been lefs acceptable had the 
claffical terms been expreffive only 
of number and fituation, without 
regard to the offices of the parts in 
framing the terms. Ludwig, of 
Leipfic, who has endeavoured to 
eombine the fyfems of Rivinus and 
Linnazus, by taking his claffes from 
the method of the former, and his 
orders from that of the latter, has 
avoided this mode of expretlion, in 
fubftituting the terms monanthera, 
monofty le, &c. &c. 

© The author begins the new and 
enlarged edition ot the Syttema 
Vegetabilium of 1767, by premiing 
a compendious view of the philofo- 
phy of vegetation, and then pro- 
ceeds to what he calls Delineatio 
Plante, fomething analogous to 
what he had entitled, in the editions 
prior to the roth, Methodus De- 
monitrand: Veeetabilia. Here he 
imtroduces all the terms he makes 
ufe of, in deferibing plants, and, by 
a methodical and apt difpofition of 
them, really explains them at the 
fame time. Atter this, he gives the 
Clavis et Characteres Clailum, and 
then comes tothe fvitem itfelt. 

“ The prerogative of any arti- 
ficial fytlem in botany, is fuppofed 
to confit in its kecping together, as 
much as poflible, the genera, in what 
are called the natural claties or or- 
ders, and thus fo tar approaching to 
the fyflem of nature. All artificial 
fyltems being founded on fome, or 
oher, or all the parts of tructifica- 
tion, without regard to habit, will 
be found in many initances to break 
the order of the natural clafles, and 
disjoin genera, which nature feems 
to have claffed. ‘he more fimple 
and unitorm the claffical characters 
of any fyitem are, the more they 
are likely to interfere in this refpect : 
neverthelefs, it is pleating tu ob- 
ferve, how well many of the natu- 
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ral clafles are kept together jn the 
Linnwan fyttem ; the charaéters of 
which enjoy the advantage of being 
very fimple, and eafy to retain ig 
the memory, and of being founded 
on the parts of plants as little {yb 
ject to variation as any whatever ; 
yet, like all other methods, it has 
1fs defects ; Of which no one was 
more fenlible than the auther him- 
felf. There are many inttances of 
particular {pecies that break through 
the generical and claffical characters 
of the fyitem itfelt: but for thefe 
defects there is no other remedy, at 
prefent, than that which our author 
has applied, in the velume under 
confideration, and which ought ever, 
in arrangements of this hind, to be 
rigidly obferved, Wherever thele 
anomalies take place, they are men- 
tioned among the fictitious charac 
ers, under the clats and order to 
which the number ot  ftamina or 
piilils entitle them toa place. 

“ The fexual fytlem briefly is as 
follows : - All known plants are di- 
vided into 24 clafles ; the characters 
of which are eftablifhed upon the 
number, or ditlerent fituation, of 
arrangement of the itamina or male 
Organs: and the orders, or fubdi- 
villons, of thefe clatles, as far as 
poitible, on a timilar number, tu: 
ation, or arrangement, of the pittils, 
or female organs. 

6 The firt twenty claffes contain 
what the author calls hermaphrodite 
flowers, or fuch as have the {tamins 
and pittils both within the fame cup 
or petals, or tlanding on the fame 
receptacle, where thofe are er, 
Of thefe wwenty, the frit ten ce 
proceed in an uninterrupted = 
trom Monandria to Decandria ; ; 
plants of each havmg as many" 
inina as the title exprefies. ; 

‘© The rith clafs is Dodecandtias 


lonte vet aicorer 
as there are no plants yetaue 


a aveoanly eleve itamina. 
which have only eleven Hah abe 
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« The rath, Icofandria; fuch 
plants as have about 20 ftamina, or 
more ; but always arifing from the 
calyx or corolla, and not from the 

epracle. 
we The 13th, Polyandria ; fuch 
as have from twenty to even a thou- 
find ftamina ; but always arifing 
from the receptacle. 

“ jhe tgth clafs, Didynamia ; 
fych as have four ttamina, two long 
andtwo fort. ihe efiential cha- 
racter of this clafs does not confit 
inthe number of ttamina ; other- 
wife the plants might be referred to 
the tetrancia clafs ; but, in having 
two of the flamina fhorter than the 
other, one pittil only, and an irre- 
gularly-fiaped corolla. 

“ The sth, Tetradynamia ; 
plants with fx itamina, tour long 
and two fhort. 

“ The 16th, Monadelphia; fuch 
ashave the ftamina not diftinct at 
the bafe, but united into one body. 

“The i7th, Diadelphia; fuch 
as have the ftamina united at the 
bafe into two bodies. 

* The 18th, Polyadelphia ; fuch 
as have the itamina united at the 
bafe into feveral bodies. 

“ The roth, Syngenefia; fuch as 
have the anthers, but not the fila- 
ments, cowlefcing toxcther, fo as to 
form a tube or cylinder, through 
which the pittil is commonly tranf- 
mitted, 

“ The 20th, Gynandria ; fach 
és have the ftamina fpringing from 
the pittil irfelt. 

“ The 21ft, Monoecia; fuch as 
have feparate male and female ftlow- 
ers on the fame plant. 

“ The 22d, Dioecia; fuch as 


have feparate male and female flowers 
on feparate plants. 

‘“* The 23d, Polygamia; fuch as 
have conttaitly, belides hermaphro- 
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dite flowers, others, either male or 
female, on the fame plant. 

“* The 24th, Cryptogamia; con- 
taining thofe plants the wode and 
organs of whofe fructification are not 
yet fufficiently afcertained ; hereto- 
tore called imperfect plants. 

** ‘The fecondary part of the fyft- 
em, the orders, or fubdivifions of 
the foregoing clafles, are eftablifhed 
on the number of the piftils or fe- 
male parts, through a confiderable 
partof the fyttem; but in other 
parts, from various characters. 
Thus, 

“ ‘The arrangement from number 
is purfued no farther than through 
the firit thirteen clafles: that is, fo 
long as the claflical character, unin- 
terruptedly, depends on the number 
of ftamina, fo long the orders like- 
wife depend on the number ot piflils : 
but, when fituation or different ar- 
rangement take place, the orders are 
moit commonly founded on other 
diftinétions, which we fhall briefly 
{fpecify. 

“ The rgth clafs, or Didynamia, 
is divided into Gymnofpermia and 
Angiofpermia. the former having 
four naked feeds; the latter having 
the feeds inclofed in a feed-veflel. 

“ Theisth, Tetradynamia, has 
two orders, according to the fize 
and fhape of the pod @F fhale; Si- 
liculofa, fhort ; and Siliquofa, long. 

«© The orders in the three next 
claffes, Monadelphia, Diadelphia, 
and Polyadelphia, are formed from 
the number of the ftamina, 

“ Thofe of the Syngenefia clafs 
are fix: in five of which the plapts 
are Polygamia, and in the yemain- 
ing one Monogamix; apd the dif- 
ferences in the orders of the former, 
arife from the different ftruéture or 
fex of the flofcules, conftituting the 
whole flower. 
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“¢ In the 20th clafs, Gynandria, 
the arrangement of the orders arifes 
from the number of the ftamina, as 
in the 16th, 17th, and 18th clafies. 

“ In the 21 ft and 22d claffes, the 
Monoecla and Dioecia, the clatfical 
characters of the foregoing parts of 
the fyftem are adopted as characters 
of the orders, as tardown as to the 
Monoccia clafs itfelf. thus the 
firft order of thofe clafles contains 
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Monandrous plants, 
Gynandrous. 

a. I he 2 id, the Polygamia clafs is 
divided into three orders, as the 
plants are Monoecious, Divecious. 
or ‘Trioecious. 

‘6 The 23th and laf Clafs, Cryp. 
togamia, is divided into fo 
containing the Filices, 
and Fungi.” 


and the lak 


ir orders, 
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[From the fame Work.] 


as EK are now to accompany 
our author into the Foflil 
kingdom ; in which, though he 
very carly gave a fpecimen of his 
method of clatling, he did not fully 
exemplify, as in vegetables, untl 
the year 1768, when the third tome 
ot the 12th edition of the Syftema 
was publifhed, containing the Reg- 
num Lapideum. This volume makes 
222 pages, and is concluded with a 
fhort appendix of fome unnoticed, 
or not well deferibed animals and 
yegetables ; together with a general 
index of the author’s own generical 
names throughout every part of the 
fyitem, dittinguithing by a different 
type the fubjects ot the three king- 
doms, the whole amounting to 1820 
genera, | | 
‘© Tn arranging Foffils, there have 
beep various methods invented ; each 
yt which have had their patrons, 
and, for different purpofes, each 
have their advantage. Some have 
founded the bafis of their fyitem on 
the figure, colour, ftructure, and 
other external and vifible charaét- 
ers 3; yet, fearcely ever trufting 
folely to thefe, they called in the 


aid of chemittry, fo far at leaf, as 
the mineral acids would afhit them, 
Others, as the profefled chemitts 
and metallurgifts, have eftablithed 
their arrangement chiefly on chemi- 
cal principles, as more immediately 
leading to the origin of foffil bodies 
in general; on which it mutt be ac- 
knowledged, the beft bafis for a 
fy{tem muft be built, when we are 
happy enough to get fufficient light 
for this purpofe : and at pretent, 
mineralogitts throughout the world 
feem more intent on this view than 
ever; and probably the due cone 
deration and extenfion of the vol- 
canic fyitem, will open new fources 
of information in this way. 
‘+ ‘This volume begins with Lin- 
neus’s own theory of the origin o 
foflil bodies in general, and their fe- 
yeral combinations into thofe forms 
iu which we meet with them in the 
body of the carth. The methodl- 
cal and abbreviated manner in which 
our author has here given his philo- 
fophy of foilil bodies, renders it i 
capable of an abttract. He then 


. * ate 

proceeds to give a fy noptical or clat 
fe . . “ P e 5 0 
fical view of the feveral fyftems : 
arranging 
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arranging thofe bodies, as they ftand 
exhibited in the beit authors on the 
fybje¢t, beginning with Bromelhius, 
who publifhed in 1730, and enume- 
rates Wallerius in 1747, Wolterf- 
dorf in 174°, Cartheufer in 1755, 
uti 1757, Anonymus | Cronttedt! 
in 175%, and concludes with Vogel 
in1762. ‘To each of thefe he has 
fubjoined fhort remarks relating to 
the'r methods, and theory of fofhl 
bodies. and concludes this intro- 
ductory part with an explanation of 
the terms of art ufed in his own 
work. 

} In thefe termini artis, our au- 
thor, with his ufual precifion, has 
defined a fet of terms equally new 
and curious, which are principally 
adapted to, and ufed in, the ulti- 
mate and moft difficult part of the 
fyftem, the fpecific chara¢ters, ‘They 
ate happily framed to exprefs all 
differences in the figures of foihl bo- 
dies; in their cruft, or outward ap- 
pearance; their fuperficies; their 
competent particles, or fibres ; in 
their texture, whether plated, fiffile, 
ke. ; in their hardnefs, or if their 
colour: the alterations they undergo 
by folution, whether by acids, or 
by fire. ‘ 

“ It has been doubted by fome 
of the moft refpectable mineralocitts, 
whether we ought to detcend below 
what are called generical djftinctions 
in the toffil kingdom, fo infinitely do 
the fubjeéts thereof vary, and fo 
imperceptible in general 1s that gra- 
dation by which they run into each 
other, in the vatious combined 


forms, in which they are found in 
theearth. In the mean time, fome 
diftinctions of this kind feem quite 
neceflary in fyftems eftablithed prin- 
cipally onexternal characters. I hofe 
which have for their batis the cle- 
mentary or conftituent principles of 
bodies, as analyzed, may itand with 
propriety in the form of fynoptctf 
cables, as exemplified in Crontledt’s 
mineralogy, Linnwus and Wal- 
lerius were among the firft who at- 
tempted the arduous tatk of fixing 
the fpecific characters : whether tu- 
ture mineralogitts will adhere to, and 
improve this pare of the fcheme, 
time only mutt fhew. 

“ In all fyftems of the foffil king- 
dom, writers have been more parti- 
cularly embarraffed by the earths and 
{tones, efpecially when thofe have 
have beey more or lefs reduced to 
the ftate of ores, by the admixture 
of metallic principles : falts, inflam- 
mables, and metals, generally fall- 
ing more eafily, and almoft natu- 
rally, into their feveral clatles, or or- 
ders. Thechemical fyftematics and 
metallurgifts, begin ufually with the 
earths, confidering them as the ba- 
lis of ttones: Linnwus begins with 
the latter, profetling to take a middle 
way between the mere metallurgitt, 
and thofe who charatterize from ex- 
ternal appearance only. He divides 
the wholeregnum lapideum intothree 
claffes, under the names of Petra, 
miners, and fotfilia, each being fub- 
dividedinto feveral orders, the whole 
comprehending fifty-four genera.” 
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ANIMALS OF CONNECTICUY. 


ACCOUNT of fome particular ANIMALS in CONNECTICUT, 


[From the General Hiftory of Conxecricur.] 


¢ HERE are only two {mall 

; parks of deer in Connecti- 
evut,;.but plenty of rabbits, hares, 
grey, black, ftriped and red {quir- 
rels, otters, minks, racoons, wea- 
zels, foxes, whappernockers, wood- 
chucks, cubas, and fkunks. ‘The 
following defcriptions of the four 
lait mentioned aniinals may be new 
to the reader. 

“ The whappernocker is fome- 
what bigger than a weazel, and of 
a beautiful brown-red colour. He 
lives in the woods on worms and 
birds; is fo wild that no man can 
tame him; and, as he never quits 
his harbour in the day time, is only 
to be taken by traps in the night. 
Of the fkins of thefe animals, which 
are covered with an excecding fine 
fur, are made muffs at the price of 
thirty or forty guineas a-piece : fo 
that it is not without reafon the la- 
dies pride themfelves on the poifef- 
fion of this fmail appurtenance of 
female habiliment. 
~ The woodchuck, erroneyufly 
called the badger by fome perfons, 
is of the fize of a large racoon, in 
form refembling a guinea-pig, and, 
when eating, makes a noife like a 
hog, whence he is named wood- 
chuck, or chuck of the wood. His 
kegs are fhort; but his claws fharp, 
tecth ftrong, and courage great, on 
occafions of felf-defence, He bur- 
rows inthe earth, feeds on clover 
and pumkins during fummer, and 
fleeps all the winter. His flefh is 
rood to eat, and his fkin makes ex- 
cellent leather. 

‘© The cuba, I fuppofe to be pe- 
cular to New England. The male 
‘ ‘ t 


is of the fize of a large cat, has four 
long tufhes fharp as a razor, 18 very 
active in defending himfelf, and, if 
he has the firit blow, will {poil adog 
before he yields. His lady is peace- 
able and harmlefs, and depends for 
protection upon her fpoufe ; and, as 
he has more courage than prudence, 
always attends him to moderate his 
temper. She fees danger, and he 
fears 1t not. She chatters at him 
while he is preparing for battle; 
and, if fhe thinks the danger is too 
great, fhe runs to him, and clings 
about his neck, fcreaming her ex- 
treme diftrefs - his wrath abates, and 
by her advice they fly to their caves, 
In hike manner, when he is chain- 
ed, and irritated into the greatett 
rage by an impertinent dog, his 
lady, who is never chained, will fly 
about his neck and kifs him, andin 
half a minute reitore him to calm- 
nefs. He is very tender of all his 
family, and never forfakes them tll 
death diffoives their umon.—What 
farther fhews the magnanimity of 
this little animal, he never manr 
fefts the leaft anger towards his 
lady, though I have often feen her 
extremely loquacious, and, as I 
guciled, impertinent to him. How 
happy would the rational part of 
the creation become, it they would 
but follow the example of thefe ir- 
rational beaits! I the more readily 
fuppofe the cuba to be peculiar to 
New England, not only from my 
never having vet feen the creature 
defcribed, but alfo on account of its 
perverfe obfervance of carnival and 
neglect of careme. 
“ "The fkunk is alfo peculiar to 
ar America, 
— | 








America, and very different from 
the pole-cat, which he is fometumes 
called. He is black itriped with 
white; and of the fize of a fmall 
racoon, With a fharp nofe. He bur- 
rows in the earth like a fox, feeds 
like a fox on fowls and eggs, and has 
ftrong teeth and claws like a fox: 
he has long hair, and thick and 
ood fur; is the beauty of the wil- 
ire walks flow, and cannot 
run fo faft as a man; is not wild, 
but very familiar with every crea- 
ture. His tail, which is thaggy, 
and about one foot in length, he 
turns over his back at pleature, to 
make himfelf appear iarger and 
higher than he reallyis. When his 
tail is thus lying on his back, he 
is prepared for war, and generally 
conquers every enemy that lives by 
air; for on it lies his only weapon, 
about one inch from his body, or 
rump, in afmall bladder or bag, 
which is full of an eflence, whoie 
tint is of the brighteft yellow, and 
odour fomewhat like the fmell of 
garlic, but far more exquifite and 
piercing than any volatile fpirit 
known to chemitts. One drop will 
{cent a houfe to fuch a degree, that 
mufk, with the help of brimftone 
and tar burnt, will not expel it in 
fix months. The bladder in which 
this effence lies is worked by the 
animal like an engine, pump, or 
{quirt; and when the creature is af- 
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faulted, he turns his head from his 
enemy, and difcharges from his tail 
the eflence, which fills the neigh- 
bouring air with a mift that deftroys 
the poitlibility of living in it. I have 
{een a large houfe-dog, by one dif- 
charge of the fkunk, retire with 
fhame and ficknefs ; and, at another 
time, a bullock bellowing as if a 
dog had held him by his nofe. Were 
it not for man, no creature could 
kill this animal, which, inftead of 
the lion, ought to be crowned king 
of ai@mals, as well on account of 
his virtues and complaifance, as his 
courage. He knows his forte; he 
tears hothing, but conquers all; yet 
he is civil to all, and never gives, 
as he will not take, offence. His 
virtues are many. ‘The wood of 
Calamba, which cures tainting-fits 
and itrokes of the palfy, anc is worth 
its weight in gold, is far lets valu- 
able than the above mentioned ef- 
fence of this animal. ‘The bag is 
extracted whole from his tail, and 
the eflence preferved in glafs; no- 
thing elfe will confine it. One drop 
fufhciently impregnates a quart of 
{pring water; and half a gill of wa- 
ter thus impregnated is a dofe. Ie 
cures the hiccups, aithmatic, hyfte- 
ric, paralytic, and hectic diforders ; 
and the odour prevents faintnefs. 
The flefh of this animal is excellent 
food; and its oil cures fprains, and 
contractions of the finews,”’ 





Natural Hiftory and Defcription of the TYGER-CAT of the 
Careof Goop Hope. By Dr. REINnOoLD Forster. 


[From the PutLosopHicaL TRANSACTIONS. ] 


* JQSEW tribes of quadrupeds have 


in Africa more _reprefenta- 
tives of their different fpecies than 


thatofthe cat. The genus of ante- 

lopes may perhaps be excepted, fince 

tomy knowledge, about twenty a 
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ferent chazels and antelopes are to 
be met with in Africa; but no more 
than about eight or nine of the cat 
tribe have hitherto been difcovered 
onthat continent. However, I know 


about twenty-one different {pecies of 


this great clafs; and, I fuppofe, 
thefe by no means exhautt this nu- 
merous tribe. 

“ The greaterand more numerous 
the different genera of animals are, 
the more difficult it muft be to the 
natural hiftorian properly to arrange 
the whole of fuch an extentiv® divi- 
fion of animals, efpecially if they 
are not equally well known. ‘To 
form new genera, in order to difpofe 
and arrange them under, ts a remedy 


which increafes the evil, inttead of 


curing it. The bett method, there- 
fore, which can be deviled, is to 
make great divifions in each genus, 
comprehending thofe fpecies which, 
on account of fome common relation 
or chgracter, have a greater affiriity 
to one another. ‘The genus of eat, 
to which the animal belongs we are 
going to tpeak of more at large, of- 
fers three very cafy and natural fub- 
divifions. ‘The firft comprehends 
animals related to the cat-tribe 
with long hair or manes. on ther 
necks ; fecondly, fuch as have re 
markable long tails, without any 
marks of a mane on their necks; 
faftly, fuch as have a bruth of hair 
on the tips of thetr ears, and thorter 
tails than the fecond fub-divifion. 
The firft might be called in Latin 
Feles yubate ; thé fecond fub-divi- 
fion fhould be named Ailures; and 
te third, and laft, Lynces. Tothe 
fifi fub-divifion the lion and the 
hunting leopard or Indian chittah, 
belong. The feeond fub-divition 
conlifts of the tyger, the panther, 


‘the leopard, the ounce, the puma, 


the meuar-ete, the jaguara, the 


acclot, the ringy ot Coneo, the Tr 


betan tyver-cat of the cape of "Niu 
ot Congo, the Tibetan tyeer-cat 
which [ faw at Peterfburg, the co. 
mon bufh-cat of the cape; and, lag. 
ly, the wild cat, and its domettic 
varieties. “fothe third divifion be. 
long the lynx, the caracal, the fer. 
val, the bay lynx, and the gy haus of 
protetlor Guldenttedr. ; 

oe Sihce it is q lite torcign tomy 
purpofe to {peak of thofe fpecies 
which are known already to the 
naturalift, I confine myfelf to that 
{pecies only which hitherto has 
been unperiectly known to natural. 
iits. 

“ The firft notice we had of the 
Cape cat is, mn my op nion, to be 
met with in Labat’s relation Hifto- 
rique de I? Ethiope occidental, tom. 
1. p. 177. taken as is fuppofed from 
father Carazzi. Labat mentions 
there the ’Nfuih, a kind of wild 
cat of the ize of a dog, with a coat 
as much ftriped and varied as that ot 
a tyver. ts appearance befpeaks 
cruelty, and its eyes fiercenefs ; but 
itis cowardly, and gets its prey only 
by cunning and infidious arts. All 
thefe characters are pertectly appli- 
cable to the Cape cat, and it feems 
the animal is found in all parts of 
Africa, trom Congo to the Cape of 
Good Hope, in an extent of coun- 
try of abour eleven degrees of lati- 
tude. Kolbe, in his prefent ftate ot 
the Cape of Good Hope, vol. il. 
p. 127. (of the Englith edition) 
{peaks of a tyger buth-cat, which 
he defcribes as the largett of all the 
wild cats of the Cape-countries, and 
is {potted fomething like a tyge 
A fkin of this animal was feen by 
Mr. Pennant in a furrier’s fhop 19 
London, who thought it came from 
the Cape of Good Hope : trom this 
fkin Mr. Pennant gave the firft de- 


feription which could be of — ‘Sy 


other 


ity toa natural hiftorian. 
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other authors mention this animal in 
a vague manner. When lL and my 
fon touched the fecond tine at the 
Cape of Good Hope in the year 

77s, an animal ot this {pecies was 
offered me to purchafe ; but I re- 
fuled buying it becaufe it had a bro- 
ken leg, which made me apprehen- 
five of lofing it by death during the 

aflage from the Cape to London. 
oo very gentle and tame. It 
was brought in a bafket to my apart- 
ment, where I kept it above tour 
and twenty hours, which gave me 
the opportunity of deferibing it, 
and of obferving its manners and 
«economy ; as it did to my fon that 
of making a very accurate drawing 
of it. 

* After a moft minute examina- 
tion, L tound its manners and ceco- 
nomy pertectly analagous to thofe of 
ourdomettic cats. It ate frefli raw 
meat, and was very much attached 
toits teeders and benetactors ; though 


[123% 


it had broken the fore-leg by acci- 
dent, it neverthelef: was very eafy. 
After it had been feveral times fed 
by me, it foon followed me like a 
tame favourite cat. It liked to be 
ftroked and carefled; it rubbed its 
head and back always againft the 
perfon’s cloaths who fed it, and de- 
fired to be made’much of. It pur- 
red as our domettic cats do when 
they are pleafed. It had been taken 
When quite young in the woods, 
and was not above cight or nine 
months old: I.can, however, po- 
fitively aver, having feen many 
{kins of full-grown tyger-cats, that 
it had already very nearly, if not 
quite attained its full growth. I 
was told, that the tyger-cats live in 
mountainous and woody traéts, and 
that in their wild ftate they are ve- 
ry great deitroyers of hares, rabbits, 
yerbuas, young antelopes, lamb- 
kins, and of all the feathered tribe.”” 





some EXTRACTS from Dr. Dopson’s Paper, concerning the 
HARMATTAN, a fingular Arrican WIND. 


[From the fame Work. ] 


a HE Harmattanis a periodi- 

cal wind which blows trom 
the interior parts of Africa towards 
the Atlantic ocean, and_poffeffes 
fuch extraordinary properties, as to 
merit the attention of the naturalift, 
making a curious and important 


article in the hiftory and theory of 


the winds. 


“The firft information I had on 
this fubject was from my friend Mr. 
Norris, who has frequently vifited 
the coait of Africa, and is a gentle- 
ian of an excellent underftanding 
aad thrict veracity. This informa- 


tion immediately excited my atten- 
tion; and as Mr. Norris was pre- 
paring to make another voyage to 
that part of the world, I detired 
him to contirm the tacts which he 
had related, by farther enquiries, 
experiments, and obfervations ; and 
it is trom thefe materials, with 
which I have been obligingly fur- 
nifhed by Mr. Norris, that the 
following account is drawn up. 
“On that part of the coaft of 
Africa which lies between a 
Verd and Cape Lopez, an eatterly 
wind prevails during the months of 


December, 
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December, January, and February, 
which by the Fantees, a nation on 
the Gold coait, is called the Har- 
mattan. Cape Verd is in 15 N. 
jatitude, and Cape Lopez in 1 S. 
latitude, and the coaft between thefe 
two Capes runs, in an oblique di- 
rection, nearly from W.S.W. to 
kK. S. E. forming a range of upwards 
of two thoufand one hundred miles, 
At the ifles de Los, which are a lit- 
tle tothe northward of Sierra Leone, 
and to the fouthward of Cape Verd, 
it blows from E.S. F. on the Gold 
coaft from the N. E. and at Cape 
Lopez and the river Gabon trom 
the N. N. E. This wind 1s by the 
French and Portuguefe who fre- 
quent the Gold coatt, called fimply 
the N. E, wind, the quarter from 
which it blows. The Englifh, who 
fometimes borrow words and _ phra- 
{es from the Fantee language, which 
is lefs guttural and more harmoni- 
ous than that ef their neighbours, 
adopt the Fantee word Harmattan. 

“The Harmattan comes on in- 
difcriminately at any hour of the 
day, at any time of the tide, or at 
any period of the moon, and con- 
tinues fometimes only a day or two, 
fomctimes five or fix days, and it 
has been known to lait fifteen or fix- 
tcen days. There are generally 
three or four returns of it every fea- 
fon. It blows with a modcrate 
force, not quite fo flrong as the fea 
breeze (which everyday fets in dur- 
ing the fair feafon from the W. 
W.S. W. andS. W) ; but fomewhat 
ftronger than the land wind at 
night from the N. and N.N.W. 

*¢ A foror haze is onc of the pecu- 
lrarities which always accompanics 
the Harmattan. ‘The gloom occait- 
oned by this fog is fo great, as fome- 
times to make even near objects ob- 
feure. ‘Fhe Enclith fort at Why- 
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THE HARMATTAN, 


dah ftands about the midway betweea 
the French and Portuguefe forts, 
and not quite a quarter of a mile 
from either, yet very often from 
thence neither of the other forts 
can be difcovered. The fun, con- 
cealed the greateft part of the day, 
appears only about atew hours about 
noon, and then of a mild red, ex. 
citing no paintul fenfation ‘on the 
eye. 

“* 2. Extreme drynefs makes an- 
other extraordinary property of this 
wind, No dew falls during the con- 
tinuance of the harmattan; nor js 
there the leait appearance of moitt- 
ure in the atmofphere. Vegetables 
of every kind are very much injur- 
ed; all tender plants, and maf of 
the productions of the garden, are 
deftroyed; the grafs withers, and 
becomes dry like hay; the vigorous 
ever-greens likewife fecl its pernici- 
ous influence; the branches of the 
lemon, orange, and lime trees droop, 
the leaves become flaccid, wither, 
and, if the harmattan continues to 
blow for ten or twelve days, are fo 
parched as to be eatily rubbed to 
duit between the fingers: the fruit 
of thefe trees, deprived of its nou- 
rifhment, and {tinted in its growth, 
only appears to ripen, for it becomes 
yellow and dry, without acquiring 
half the ufual fize. The natives 
take this opportunity of the extreme 
drynefs of the grafs and young trees 
to fet fire to them, efpecially near 
their roads, not only to keep thofe 
roads open to travellers, but ro de- 
ftroy the fhelter which long grafs, 
and thickets of young trees, woul 
afford to fkulking parties of their ene- 
mies. A fire thus lighted flies with 
fuch rapidity as to endanger th 
who travel : in that fituation a.com 
mon method of efcape is, on difco- 
vering a fire to windward, to fet the 


grals 








grafs on fire to leeward, and then 
follow your own fire. There are 
other extraordinary effects produced 
by the extreme drynefs of the “har- 
mattan. } 

“* The parching effects of this wind 
are likewife evident on the external 
partsof the body. The eyes, nof- 
trils, lips, and palate, are rendered 
dry oe uneafy, and drink is often 
required, not fo much to quench 
thirit, as to remove a painful aridity 
in the fauces. ‘The lips and nofe be- 
come fore, and even chapped; and 
though the air be cool, yet there ts 
atroublefome fenfation of prickling 
heat on the ikin. If the harmattan 
continues four or five days, the 
fearf tkin peels off, firft from the 
hands and tace, and afterwards from 
the other parts of the body, if it 
continues a day ortwo longer. Mr. 
Norris obferved, that when fweat 
was excited by exercife on thofe 
parts which were covered by his 
cloaths from the weather, it was pe- 
culiarly acrid, and tafted, on apply- 
ing his tongue to his arm, fomething 
lke fpivitsot hartihorn diluted with 
Water. 

“ Salubrity forms a third peculi- 
arity of the harmattan. Though 
this wind is fo very prejudicial to 
vegetable life, and occations fuch 
difagreeable parching effects on the 
human fpecies, yet it is highly con- 
ducive to health. Thofe labouring 
under fluxes and intermitting fevers 
generally recover in an harmattan. 
Thofe weakened by fevers and fink- 


ing under evacuations for the cure of 


them, particularly bleeding, which 
is often injudicioufly repeated, have 
their lives faved, and vigour reftor- 
ed, in fpite of the doctor. It ftops 
the progrefs of epidemics: the fmall 
pox, remittent fevers, &c. not only 


difappear, but thofe labouring under 
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thefe difeafes when an harmattan 
comes on, are alinott certain of a 
fpeedy recovery. Infection appears 
not then to be eafily communicated 
even by art. Inthe year 1770 there 
were on board the Unity, at Why- 
dah, above 300 flaves; the f{mall- 
pox broke out among them, and it 
was determined to inoculate; thofe 
who were inoculated before the har- 
mattan came on got very well thro’ 
the difeafe. About feventy were ino- 
culated a day or afterthe harmattan 
fet in, but no one of them had cither 
ficknefs or eruption, Itwasimagined, 
that the infection was effectually 
difperfed, and the fhip clear of the 
diforder ; but in a very few weeks ir 
began to appearamong thofe feventy. 
About fifty of them were inoculated 
the fecond time; the others had the 
difeafe ina natural way: an harmat- 
tan came on, and they all recovered, 
excepting one gtrl, who had an ugly 
ulcer on the inoculated part, and died 
fome time afterwards of a locked 
jaw. 

Another enquiry which I defired 
Mr. Norris to make refpeéted the 
fource of the harmattan, and the 
nature of the foil over which it 
blows. It appears that, excepting a 
few rivers and fome lakes, the coun- 
try about and beyond Whydah is 
covered for four hundred miles 
back with verdure, open plains ot 
grafs, clumps of trees, and fome 
woods of no confiderable extent. 
The furface is fandy, and below that 
a rich reddifh earth: it rifes with a 
gentle afcent ‘for one hundred and 
fifty miles from the fea before there 
is the appearance of a hill, without 
affording a {tone of the fize of a wal- 
nut. Beyond thefe hills there is no 
account of any great ranges of 
mountains.” 


Extract 








1261 ACCOUNT OF THE TERMITES, OR WHITE Ants. 


Extraét from Mr. SMEATHMAN’s Account of the TERN 
or WHITE ANTS, of AFRICA, and other hot Clim 


NITES, 


ates, 


[From the fame Work.] 


66 HE termites arborum, thofe 

which build in trees, fre- 

uently ecflablify their netts within 

ps roots and other parts of houfes, 

to which they do contiderable da- 
mage, if not timely extirpated. 

* The large ipecies are, however, 
not only much more deftructive, but 
more difficult to be guarded againtt, 
fince they make their approaches 
chiefly under ground, defcending 
below the foundations of houtes and 
ftores at feveral tect from the furtace, 
and rifing again either in the floors, 
or entering at the bottoms of the potts, 
of which the fides of the buildings 
are compofed, bore quite through 
them, following the courfe ot the 
fibres to the top, or making lateral 
perforations and cavities here and 
there as they proceed. 

‘While fome are employed in 
gutting the poils, others afcend trom 
them, entering a rafter or fome other 
part of the root. Ii they once tind 
the thatch, which feems to be a tu- 
vourite food, they foon bring up 
wet clay, and build their pipes or 
galleries through the root in vari- 
ous directions, as long as it will fup- 
port them; fometimes cating the 
paml-tree leaves 
which it is compoied, and perhaps, 
(for variety feems very plealing to 
them) the rattan or other running 
plant which is ufed as a cord to tye 
the various part of the roof toge- 
ther, and that to the potts which 
fupport it: thus, with the ailiitance 
of the rats, who during the rainy 
feafon are apt to fhelter themfelves 
there, and to burrow through it, 


and branches of 





they very foon ruin the houfe by 
weakening the fattening and expo- 
ling 1t to the wet. In the mean tine 
the potts will be perforated in every 
direction as full of holes as that tim. 
ber in the bottoms of fhips which 
has been bored by the worms; the 
fibrous and knotty parts, which are 
the hardett, being lett to the laf. 
* They fometimes, incarryingon 
this bufinefs, tind, I will not pre- 
tend to fay how, that the poft has 
fome weight to fupport, a then it 
It is a Convenient track to the roof, 
or is iticlf a kind of wood agreeable 
to them, they bring their mortar, 
and fill all or moft of the cavities, 
leaving the neceffary roads through 
it, and as tait as they take away the 
wood replace the vacancy with that 
material; which being worked to- 
gether by thei clofer and more com- 
pactly than human ttrength or art 
could ram it, when the houfe is pul- 
led to pieces, in order to examine if 
any of the pofts are fit to be ufed 
again, thofe of the fofter kind are 
otten found reduced almott toa fhell, 
and all or a greater part trans- 
formed from wood to clay as folid 
and ‘as hard as many kinds ot 
free-ftone ufed for building in Eng- 
land. It ismuch the fame when the 
termites bellicofi get intoa chett or 
trunk containing cloaths and other 
things: if the weight above ts great, 
or they are atraid of ants or other 
enemies, and have time, they carry 
their pipes through, and replace . 
great part \ ith clay, running theit 
galleries in various directions. . ” 
tree termites, indeed, when mer d 
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eet within a box, often make a neit 
there, and being once in pofletlion 
deftrovit at their leifure. “Dhey did 
fy to the pyrainidal box, which con- 
tained my compound microtcope, It 
was of mahogany, and I had left it 
inthe ttore ot governor Campbell of 
Tobago, tora tew months, while I 
made the tour ot the Leeward Lilands. 
On my return I tound thete infects 
had done much mitchiet in the itore, 
and, among other things, had ta- 
ken pofieilion of the microfcope, and 
eaten every thing about it except 
the glais or metal, and the board on 
which the pedettal 1s tixed, with the 
drawers under it, and the things in- 
clofed. ‘The cells were built all 
round the pedettal and the tube, and 
attached to iton every ide, All the 
glafles which were covered with 
the wooden fubtlance of their neits 
retained a cloud of a yummy nature 
upon them that was not eatily got 
off, and the lacquer or burnifh with 
which the brafs work was covered 
was totally fpoiled. Another party 
had taken a liking to the ttaves of a 
Madeira cafk, and had let outalmott 
apipe of fine old wine. It the 
large fpecies of Atrica (the termites 
bellicoii) had been fo long in the un- 
interrupted pofleffion of fuch a ftore, 
they would not have left twenty 
pounds weight of wood remaining 
of the whole building, and all that 
it contained. 

** Thefe infects are not lefs expe- 
ditious in deftroying the fhelves, 
wainfcoting, and other fixtures of 
a houfe, than the houfe irfelf. 
They are for ever piercing and bo- 
ring in all direétions, and fometimes 
go out of the broadfide of one poil 
into that of another joining to it ; 
but they prefer and always deftroy 
the fofter fubftances the firft, and 
are particularly fond of pine or fir- 


boards, which they excavate and 
carry away with wondertul difpatch, 
and attonifhing cunning: tor except 
a thelfthas fomethingtlanding upon it, 
as a book, orany thing elfe which may 
tempt them, they will not pertorate 
the furtace, but artfully preferve it 
quite whole, and eat away all the 
infide, except a few fibres which 
barely keep the two fides connected 
together, fo that a piece of an inch 
board which appears folid to the 
eye will not weigh much more than 
two theets of patteboard of equal 
dimentions, after thefe animals have 
been a little while in poffetiion of it. 
In thort, the termites are fo infidi- 
ous in their attacks, that we cannot 
be too much on our guard againtt 
them: they will fometimes begin 
and raife their works, efpecially in 
new houfes, through the floor. It 
you defiroy the works fo begun, 
and make a fire upon the fpot, the 
next night they will attempt to rife 
through another part; and if they 
happep to emerge under a chett or 
trunk early in the night, will pierce 
the bottom, and deftroy or {poil 
every thing in it before the morning. 
On thefe accounts we are careful to 
fet all our cheits and boxes upon 
{tones or bricks, fo as to leave the 
bottoms of fuch furniture fome 
inches above the ground; which not 
only prevents thefe infects finding 
them out fo readily, but preferves the 
bottoms froma corrofive damp which 
would {trike from thecarth through, 
and rot every thing therein: a vait 
deal of vermin alfo would harbour 
under, fuch as cock-roaches, centi- 
pedes, millepedes, fcorpions, ants, 
and various other noifome infects. 
‘“ Whenthe termites attack trees 
and branches in the open air, they 
fometimes vary their manner of do- 


ing it. If a itake in a hedge has 
not 
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not taken root and vegetated, it 
becomes tieir bufinets to deftroy it. 
It it has a good found bark round 
it, they will enter at the bottom, 
and eat all but the bark, which will 
remain, and exhibst the appearance 
of a tolid fiick (which fome vagrant 
colony of ants or other infects often 
fhelter in ull the winds difperfe it) ; 
but if they cannot truit the bark, 
they cover the whole ttick with their 
mortar, and it then looks as if it 
had been dipped into thick mud that 
had beendricdon. Under this co- 
vering they work, leaving no more 
of the ftick and bark than is barely 
fufficient to fupport it, and trequent- 
ly not the fmalicit particle, fo that 
upon a very {mall tap with your 
walking ttick, the whole ttake, tho’ 
apparently as thick as your arm, 
five or fix feet long, lojes its form, 
and difappearing like a thadow, falls 
in {mall fragments at your feet. 
They generally enter the body ot a 
large tree which has fallen through 
age or been thrown down by vio- 
lence, on the fide next the ground, 
and eat away at their leilue within 
the bark, without giving themi{elves 
the trouble either to cover it on the 
vuttide, or toreplace the wood which 
they have removed from within, be- 
ing fomehow fenfible that there is no 
neepflity for it. ‘Thefe excavated 
trees have deceived me two orthiee 
times in running: forattempting to 
ttep two or three feet high, I might 
as well have attempted to fiep upon 
a cloud, and have come down with 
fuch unexpected violence, that, be- 
fides fhaking my teeth and bones al- 
moftio diilocation, I have been pre- 
cipitated, head toremott, among 
the neighbouring trees and buthes. 
Sometimes, though feldom, the ani- 
mals are known to attack living 
trees; but not, Tapprehend, betore 
f{ymptoms of mortyication have ap- 


peared at the roots, fince it is ey}: 
dent, as is before obferved, that thefe 
iniects are intended in the order of 
nature to hatten the diffolution of 
fuch trees and vegetables as have 
arrived at their greatett maturity 
and perfection, and which would, 
by a tedious decay, ferve only toen- 
cumber the face of the earth, This 
purpofe they an{wer fo effectually, 
that nothing perthable efcapesthem, 
and it is almoit impoffible to leave 
any thing penetrable upon the 
ground a long time in fafety; for 
the odds are, that put it where you 
will abroad, they will find it out be- 
fore the following morning, and its 
deftruction follows very foon of 
courte. In confequence of this dif 
polition, the woods never remained 
long encumbered with the fallen 
trunks of trees or their branches; 
and thus it is, as I have before ob- 
ferved, the total deflruction of de- 
ferted towns is fo effectually com- 
pleted, that in two or three years 4 
thick wood fills the fpace; and, un- 
lefs iron-wood potts have been made 
ufe of, not the lealt veitige of a 
houfe 1s to be difcovered. 

“The firft object of admiration 
which ftrikes one upon opening their 
hills is the behaviour of the foldicrs. It 
you make a breach in a flight part 
of the building, and do it quickly 
with a {trong hoe or pick-axe, in the 
ipace of atew rained. a foldier will 
run out, and walk about the breach, 
as if to fee whether the enemy 's 
gone, or to examine what is the 
caute of the attack. He willfome- 
times go in again, as if to give the 
alarm: but moft frequently, 124 
fhort time, is followed by two or 
three others, whorunas fait as they 
can, ftraggling after one anothers 
and are foon followed by a large bo 
dy who rufh out as fait as the breach 


will permit them, and fo they Pr 
ces 
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ceed, the number increafing, as long 
as any one continues battering their 
building. It is not ealy to defcribe 
the rage and fury they thew. In 
their hurry they frequently mifs 
their hold, and tumble down the 
fides of the hill, but recover them- 
felves as quickly as poflible; and be- 
ing blind, bite every thing they run 
againit, and thus make a crackling 
noife, while fome of them beat re- 
tedly with their forceps upon the 
uilding, and make a fmall vibrat- 
ing noe, fomething thriller and 
quicker than the ticking of a watch: 
Jcould diftinguith this noife at three 
or four feet diftance, and it conti- 
nued for a minute at atime, with 
fhort intervals. While the attack 
roceeds they are in the moft violent 
butte and agitation. If they get 
hold of any one, they willin anin- 
fant let out blood enough to weigh 
again{t their whole body ; and if it is 
theleg they wound, you will fee the 
fain upon the flocking extend 
winch in width. They make their 
hooked jaws meet at the firft ftroke, 
and never quit their hold, but fuf- 
ferthemfelves to be pulled away leg 
by leg, and piece after piece, with- 
out the leait attempt to efcape, 
On the other hand, keep out of 
their way, and give them no inter- 
ruption, and they will in lefs than 
half an hour retire into their neft, 
aif they fuppofed the wonderful 
moniter that damaged their cattle to 
begone beyond their reach. Betore 
they are all got in you will fee the 
hbourers in motion, and haftening 
iM various directions toward the 
breach ; every one with a burthen of 
mortar in his mouth ready temper- 
ed. This they ftick upon the breach 
wfaftas they come up, and do it 
wth fo much difpatch and facility, 
thar although there are houhale. 
> . may fay millions, of them, 
781, 


they never ftop or embarrafs one 
another; and you are moft agree- 
ably deceived when, after an appa- 
rent fcene of hurry and confution, 
a regular wall arifes, gradually fill- 
ing up the chafm. While they are 
thus employed, almoft all the foldi- 
ers are retired quite of fight, except- 
ing here and there one, who faunters 
about among fix hundred or a thou- 
fand of the iabourers, but never 
touches the mortar either to lift or 
carry it: one, in particular, places 
himtelf clofe to the wall they are 
building. This foldier will turn him- 
felf leifurely on all fides, and ever 
now and then, at intervals of a mi- 
nute or two, lift up his head, and 
with his forceps beat upon the build- 
ing, and make the vibrating noife 
before mentioned; on which imme- 
diately a loud hifs, which appears 
to come from all the labeurers, flues 
from within fide the dome and all 
the fubterraneous caverns and paf- 
fages: that it does come trom the la- 
bourers ig very evident, for you 
will fee them all haften at every fuch 
fienal, redouble their pace, and 
work as fatt again. 

“ As the moft interefting experi- 
ments become dull by repetition or 
continuance, fothe uniformity with 
which this bufinefs is carried on, 
though fo very wonderful, at laft 
fatiatesthe mind, A renewal of the 
attack, however, inftantly changes 
the feene, and gratifies our curiolity 
ftill more. At every ftroke we hear 
a loud hifs; and on the firft the la- 
bourers run into the many pipes and 
galleries with which the building is 
perforated, which they do fo quickly 
that they feem to vanifh ; for ina 
few feconds all are gone, and the fol- 
diers rufl out as numerous and as 
vindictive as before. On finding no 
enemy they return again leifurely 


into the hill, and very foon after the 
i labourers 
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labourers appear loaded as at firit, 
as active and as fedulous, with fol- 
diers here and there among them, 
who act jutt in the fame manner, one 
or other of them giving the fignal 
to haften the bufinefs. Thus the 
pleafure of feeing them come out to 


fight or to work alternately may he 
obtained as otten as CUTIOfItY excites 
or time permits: and it will certain] 
be found, that the one order med 
attempts to fight, or the other to 
: ee ie the emergency be ever fo 
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OBSERVATIONS on RESPIRATION, with a View to afcertain 
the Origin of the fixed Air difcovered by it. 


[From Dr. Prizstcey’s Experiments, and Obfervations relative to var 
ous Branches of Natural Philofophy.] 


“6 YT is a prevailing opinion, and, 

notwithftanding the pains I 
have taken to explain myfelf from 
time to time, is by many perfons 
ilill afcribed to me, that common 
air, by the addition of phlogitton, 
becomes fixed air. Mr, Crutck- 
ihank, as I have obferved, thinks 
that fome experiments of his are 
decifive in favour of it, and my 
friend Mr. Kirwan is, | find, in- 
clined to it. As Iconceive this hy- 
pothefis to have no foundation in 
tact, it may net, I think, be amifs 
to animadvert a little upon it. 

** All the experiments that I have 
yet heard of, that have been ima- 
gined to favour this opinion, only 
fhew that there is an appearance of 
fixed air when common air is phlo- 
gifticated. But this may be the 
cafe if any confiderable quantity of 
fixed air be contained in the com- 
mon atmofphere, either properly 
incorperated with it, and making 
part of its conititution, or diffufed 
through it. For the addition of 
phlogiiton, or rather its union with 
common air, whereby it becomes 
phlogiflicated air (which is quite 
another fuitance) may precipitate 
the fixed air, in confequence of its 


having a ftronger affinity with the 
bafis, whatever that be, of com 
monair. And that fixed air is, in 
fome way or other, contained in 
common air, is evident from its be- 
ing imbibed by lime water, when- 
ever it is expofed to the common at- 
mofphere. But befides the fixed 
air which is thus capable of being 
attracted by lime water, common 
air, probably at leaft, contains a 
eanty that it held in a much 
rmer union with it. For when 
lime water has abforbed all the fixed 
air that it can from any portion ot 
common air, it is as fit for refpira- 
tion as ever ; and when it is phlogi- 
tical, at leaft by refpiration or putre- 
faction, a much greater quantity of 
fixed air is (at leait feemingly) pre 
cipitated from it. 

“¢ It is, I imagine, this appears 
ance of fixed air that has led fo ma 
ny perfons to fuppofe that itis torm- 
ed by the union of phologitton with 
common air. But if it be the ad- 
dition of phlogitton that makes one 
part of any quantity of common 
air become fixed air, why does not 
the addition of more phlogifton COs 
vert the whole into fixed air, W 
is never the cafe? For m fimp'¢ 
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phlogiftication the diminution never 
roceeds farther than about one 
rth of any given quantity of com- 
mon air, and the remainder is a 
thing as remote from fixed air as 
any kind cf air can be; and it isin 
vain to attempt, by the addition of 
more phlogifton, to convert it into 
fixed air. 

 Befides, confidering the great 
diminution of common air by phlo- 
giftic procefles, there is no greater 
appearance of fixed air produced 
by refpiration, than has been fup- 
pofed to be contained in common 
air, and to be precipitated from it, 
even admitting, as I do, that the 
whole of the diminution 1s not owing 
to the precipitation of fixed air. 
Breathing into lime water feems to 
have been the principal circumftance 
that has led to the mittake which ] 
am now animadverting upon ; but 
few perfons are aware how fmall a 
proportion of fixed air is neceffary to 
make a very turbid appearance in a 
great quantity of lime water. 

“ From thefe reflections on the 
fubject | was led to make the follow- 
te presage ; which though they 
difcover new difficulties in it, may 
ferve to give fome kind of fatisfac- 
tion with refpect to it, and prepare 
the way for farther inveftigation. 

“ Tt mutt be allowed to be a curi- 
ous f ubject of inquiry, to afcertainthe 
quantity of fixed air naturally con- 
tained in a given quantity of com- 
mon air, or to trace the fource of 
the fixed air which appears in fome 
proceffes for phlogifticating common 
ar. Now in fome of thefe proceffes 
it feems to be more confiderable 
than in others, and in fome I find 
none atall. ‘This remarkable dif- 

tence, | own, I am not at prefent 
able to account for. Let the follow- 


ing facts {peak for themfelves. 
“The diminution of air by 
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breathing feems to be lefs than by 
putrefaction, or feveral other pro- 
ceffes ; and though airis notcomplete- 
ly phlogitticased by this means (the 
animals dying before it quite arrives 
at that term) yet the diminution 
feems to be lefs even in proportion 
to the degree of phlogittication. 
The diminution is evidently much 
greater by means of putrefaction, 
notwithftanding the emiflion of per- 
manent air from the putrefying fub- 
ftance, which a priori there is no 
reafon to fufpect from a living 
body. ‘To make the following ex- 
periments in the faireft manner, I 
made ufe of quickfilver, rather than 
of water, to confine the*air. 

‘¢ A moufe being fuffered to live as 
long as it could in a given quantity 
of air, confined by quick-filver, I 
let it remain two or three days after- 
wards; in which time there was no 
fenfible diminution of the air. I 
then withdrew the moufe ; and ad- 
mitting lime water to the air, it was 
diminifhed one twenty-eighth part 
of its bulk. But the precipitation 
of the lime was not very confider- 
able. Agitation in water would have 
produced a farther diminution, as in 
the following experiment. 

‘¢ A moufe having breathed as 
long as it could in a quantity of air 
confined by quickfilver, I admitted 
lime water to it as foon as it was 
dead, when there was an immediate 
and copious precipitation of lime. 
After it had ftood two days, one 
nineteenth of the whole quantity 
was abforbed, and by agitation in 
water it was reduced in all one tenth. 
This air being examined, with an 
equal quantity of nitrous air, the 
meafures of the teft were 1.76. fo 
that it was fomething fhort of being 
completely phiogitticated. 

«“ Another moufe dying in an 
equal jar of air, in the fame man- 

I3 ner, 
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ner, I kept it upon the quick-filver 
tour days, during which time there 
was no abforption ot any thing ; 
but upon water being admitted to it, 
one eighth of the whole quantity 
difappeared ; and examining the 
remainder by nitrous air, the mea- 
fures of the teft were 1.8; which, 
conlidering how much of the nitrous 
air is abiorbed by patling through 
water, may be deemed a pretty near 
approach tocomplete phlogiftication. 

‘* Acanother time a full grown, 
but young moufe, lived feven hours, 
in ten ounce meafures of common 
air, confined by quick-filver. Lime 
water being then admitted to the 
air, it bec@me turbid) But when 
one fifteenth of the whole was ab- 
forbed, the remainder feemed to 
have but little fixed airin it, though 
the agitation in water reduced it be- 
tween one fifth and one fixth of the 
whole. ‘This was the greateft di- 
minution that I ever found in this 
way. 

‘* In thefe procefles it is not eafy 
to determine how much of the di- 
minution is owing to the precipita- 
tion of fixed air; but fo far is clear 
trom thefe experiments, that let the 
matter to be abforbed be what it 
will, the abforption cannot take 
place fo long as the air is confined 
by quick-filver, there being nothing, 
aswe may fuppofe, with which the 
matter to be abtorbed can unite in 
thofe circumitances; though it is 
ready to feparate trom the reft of the 
mafs of air upon the admitlion of 
water, with which itcan unite. In 
the cafe of re{piration therefore, that 
whichis feparated trom the common 
air icems to be cither all fixed air, or 
fome fubiiance limilar toit. 

“ In the next place, I endea- 
voured to afcertain the quantity of 
fixed air produced by my own refpi- 
ration m a given time; and the 





quantity of air thatI could phlogif- 
ticate in that time. For this pur- 
pote, 1 put a quantity of lime water 
into a glafs tube, three feet long 
and an inch wide, filling it fo high 
as that no part of it mightbe thrown 


over when I breathed through it, by | 


means of afmall glafs tube reaching 
to the bottom of the large one. In 
this manner I breathed two minutes, 
Then carefully pouring out all the 
turbid water, and filling a phial with 
it, I poured into ita 9 of oil 
ot vitriol, enough to diflodge all the 
fixed air from the precipitated lime, 
However, left this thould not be 
{ufficicnt, I afterwards expelled all 
the air that 1 could from it by means 
of heat. Then, rejecting all the 
permanent air that came over along 
with the fixed air, and allowing, as 
well as I could, tor all that might 
have efcaped, without being feized 
by the lime in the water, I ettimated 
the whole produce at one ounce mea 
fure of fixed air. 

‘¢ Left fome miftake fhould arife 
from the quantity of air contained 
in the water itfelf, I at the fame 
time expelled the air by the heat of 
boiling water from a phial of the 
fame fize, filled with the fame water, 
and an equal quantity of oil of vitriol 
and | found the quanuty of air ex- 
pelled from it to be quite inconfider- 
able. In reality, 1 found after this 
procefs, not more than a quarter of 
an ounce meafure of air that was not 
aflected by lime water. There was 
alfo not more than half an ounce 
meafure of fixed air colletted; 
that I allowed half of the fixed ait 
to have efcaped the lime water, ™ 
order to make the whole equal to 
one ounce meafure. 

‘© Then, in order to eflimate the 
quantity of air that | wn 
pletely phlogitlicate by the re wr 
tion of two minutes, I breathed, 

; through 











@rougha glafs fyphon, the air con- 
tained in a receiver that held 200 
ounces of water, the receiver being 
inverted ina trough ot water. So 
jong I found that I could breathe the 
air contained in this receiver with 
tolerable cafe, and examining the 
quality of it afterwards, by means 
of nitrousair, I tound the meafures 
of the teit to be 1.5. I repeated 
the experiment with i fame event. 
At the fame time ufing the fame ni- 
frous air and common air, the mea- 
furesof the teit were 1.26. 

“ Taking this number from 2.0, 
the whole quantity of common. air 
that had difappeared was 0.74; 
but in the air that I had breathed 
the quantity that had difappeared 
was 0.5; Which taken from 0.74, 
leaves 0.24 for the ineafure of 
what this refpired air was fhort of 
complete phlogiftication,  Ufing 
therefore the following proportian, 
a% 0.74 18 to 2.0, fo is 0.24 to 
64.8. This I therefore conclude 
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to be the quantity of air which I 
could have comple ely phlogifticated 
by the refpiration ot two minutes. 
It amounts therefore to 32.4 ounce 
Mealures, or about a quart in a mi- 
nute ; whereas it is gencrally fup- 
poted that we phlogitticate, or as it 
has ufually been iermed, that we 
confume a gallon of -airin a minute. 
Andif by confuming be meant re- 
ducing the air to a flatein which a 
candle will not burn in it, the efti- 
mate will be pretty near the truth, 

* Ifthis procets can be depended 
upon, andit the fixed ar produced 
by refpiration be precipitated from 
the common air, it may be conclud- 
ed that fixed sir makes about a fixty- 
fifth part of the mals of common 
air, Which is about the fame propor- 
uion that the permanent refiduum 
bears to any quantity of fixed air, 
For beyond that proportion, it is not 
poffible co make water imbibe fixed 
air.” 





OBSERVATIONS on PUTREFACTION, with a View to afcer- 
tain the Origin of fixed Air difcovered by it. 


[From the fame Work. ] 


“ HE uncertainty of the con- 


clufion from the experi- 
ments recited in the preceding 
fection, arifes chiefly trom the 
quantity of fixed air that may be 
fuppofed to efcape the lime water 
through which it is breathed. But 
Ithink that I made a pretty liberal 
allowance by fuppofing it to be one 
half of the whole, confidering how 
very readily fixed air is abforbed by 
quick lime in water. If however, 
this one fixty-fifth part, or even 
More than double that quanuty, be 


all the fixed air that is difcoverable 
in common air by means of refpi- 
ration, there muft be fome other 
caufe of the diminution of air pro- 
duced by phlogitton, even in this 


procefs, befides the precipitation of 


fixed air. For in a complete phlo- 
ification (for which I made the 
above calculation) the diminution 
is nearly one fourth of the whole. 
And when the diminution of the air 
is made by putrefaction, not only 
does it amount to a complete fourth 
part of the whole, notwithitanding 
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the production of fome permanent 
air from the putrefying fubftance, 
but it has, in ail refpects, the ap- 
yearance of being produced folely 
by the mere precipitation of fixed 
air. 

‘¢ The following experiments were 
made with a view to this very cir- 
cumitance, and they were made 
with as much attention as I was ca- 
pable of giving tothem. My rea- 
der will find an experiment of the 
fame kind in my fir volume on the 
fubject of air; but though it is 
there very faithfully reported, yet 
as I was at that time but a novice in 
thefe procefles. I chofe to go over it 
again, taking it on a larger feale, 
and with fome precautions which I 
did not then atrend to. 

‘¢ Notwithitanding what I had 
obferved betore, I had fome fufpici- 
on thatthe diminution of air, after 
the procefs had been long contnu- 
ed in quick-lilver, would not be 
quite fo great as when it was made 
in water; and when confequently 
that part of the air which had difap- 
peared had an opportunity of being 
immediately feparated trom the reit, 
and imbibed by the water, with 
which it was in immediate contact. 

“¢ Having this circumttance par- 
ticularly in view, on the 13th of 
March, 1782, I took two dead 
mice, of about equal fize, and put 
them into two feparate cups, under 
diferent jars of common air, of ve- 
ry nearly equal capacities, one of 
them containing 155 ounces of wa- 
ter, flanding in quick-fiiver, and 
the other 160 ounces, ttanding in 
water. 

*¢ Leaving them in the country to 
the care of a perfon who fupplied 
the veffels in which they ftood occa- 
fionally with water or quickfilver, I 
went to London, and after my re- 
turn, inthe begianing of Augutt, I 


found, by marking the veffels, and 
meafuring them afterwards, that the 
air in the veflel which had ftood in 
water was reduced to 149 ounce 
meafures ; and on the 28th of Au- 
uft it was reduced to 135, but after 
tanding a fortnight longer, it was 
not fenfibly diminithed any tarther, 
The air in the veflel which had flood 
in quick-filver was not fentibly di- 
minifhed at all, 

** Admitting lime water to this 
veflel, it prefently became turbid; 
but this being a tlow diminution, I 
removed the veflel after fome days 
to a trough of water, and then 
found that the air contained in it 
made lime water exceedingly turbid; 
and agitating this air in {mall por- 
tions it was prefently reduced to 125 
ounce meatures; fo that all the 
quantity diminifhed feems to have 
been fixed air, making lime water 
turbid, and being abforbed by water 
in the very fame manner. 

*¢ ‘The air in the veflel which had 
{ftood in water, notwithftanding the 
opportunity there was for fixed air 
depofited by it being readily abforb- 
ed, made lime water very turbid; 
and by agitation in {mall portions 
this air was reduced to 130 ounce 
meafures. Upon the whole then it 
appears, that the diminution in both 
of thefe cafes was nearly equal, viz. 
alittle more than one fifth. 

‘6 In thefe experiments the two 
mice were thoroughly putrefied, 
and indeed quite diflolved, aad no 
doubt had yielded all the air they 
were capable of yielding. But tt 
the experiments on the putrefaction 
of mice in quickfilver recited above 
be compared with thefe, it wi be 
found that the addition of fixed a'', 
or air of any other kind, from the 
putrefied mice was quite inconfider. 
able, viz. an ounce meafure a0 
half of fixed air, and half 7 
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ounce meafure of inflammable from 
each. ; 

“+ Jt is true that mice putrefying 
in water yield perhaps more fiwed 
air than in this proportion; but 
here they putreticd in air only. 
And that a very incontiderable 
quantity is produced in thete cir- 
cumftances, 1s evident from there 
being little or no increafe of the air 
when it is confined by quick-lilver, 
which could not imbibe fixed air, 
if any had been difcharged from 
the putrefying mice. 

‘s If we were to eftimate the pro- 
portion that the fixed air naturally 
contained in the atmofphere bears 
to its other conitituent parts, from 
the data fupplied by thefe experi- 
ments, it muit be confidered as 
not lefs than one fitth ot the whole 
mafs; and yet it is equally certain 
that in other phlogiitic procetles, 
the diminution has been quite as 
much without any appearance of 
fixed air. That there is no ap- 
pearance of any when iron filings 
and brimitone are made ule of, | 
obferved before, and endeavoured 
to account for; but Iam _ not able 
to account for it in the following 


experiments, at leaft in one of 
them, 


‘“* Having, for a purpofe that 
will be mentioned hereafter, intro- 
duced a quantity of nitrous air to 
the ufual proportion of common 
air, confined by quickiilver, I ob- 
ferved that the diminution was 
complete without any admiflion of 
Water; and lime water being after- 
wards admitted to this air was not 
made turbid by it. —_ Poflibly, -how- 
ever, the fixed air in this cafe 
Might unite with the faline fub- 
flance formed by the union of the 
Mitrous acid and quick-filver ; as 
allthe faline fubftances on which 
I have yet made the experiments do 


yield fome fixed air. But I ,can- 
not imagine what could have be- 
come of the fixed air, if there be 
any depofited by  phlogiftication 
trom the common air, in the fol- 
lowing cate. 

*¢ Air is as capable of being phlo- 
gifticated and diminished by inflam- 
mable air, as by nitrous air; and 
I found the fame proportion of it 
fufficient for the purpofe; but in- 
flammable air mutt be ignited before 
it can part with its phlogifton to 
common air. I made the experi- 
ment repeatedly in quick-filver, by 
means of electric explofions, and 
obferved that the whole diminution 
was always produced inttantane- 
oufly ; and even lime water admit- 
ted to the air immediately after- 
wards did not make it in the leatt 
turbid, or produce any farther di- 
minution. {his refult theretore 
was the very reverfe of the dimi- 
nution of ar by refpiration, and 
elpecially by putrefaction. 

*¢ ] not only repeated this expe- 
riment feveral times, and with as 
little lofs of time as poflible tranf- 
ferred the diminifhed air to lime 
water; but | made the diminutioa 
irfelt in lime water, without pro- 
ducing any turbid appearance what- 
ever. ; 

“¢ T alfo made repeated diminu- 
tions of common air by means of 
inflammable air and the electric 
fpark over water, in order to dif- 
cover what it was that the air lott 
in phlogittication, and what be- 
comes of that part which had dif- 
appeared ; fufpecting that it might 
have been imbibed by the water, fo 
as to be capable of being reproduc- 
ed in the form of air by the appli- 
cation of heat. But the refult was 
exactly fimilar to what I had obe 
ferved when the diminution was 
made by the fame means over 

I 4 quick- 
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quick-filver, For in this cafe alfo 
the whole of the diminution took 
place at once, and no fixed air was 
afterwards foundin the water. 

‘ ‘To make this experiment to 
the mott advantage, 1 mixed a large 
quantity of air, one third inflam- 
mable, and two thirds common, 
and then took of it fuch a quantity 
as I found by experience | could 
eafily manage at one time; and 

utting it intoone of Mr. Nairne’s 
inflammable air piftols, previoufly 
filled with water, I caretully clofed 
the orifice, by tying round the 
mouth of it a morttened bladder, 
out of which all the air was very 
caretully prefled. 

‘© When, in thefe circumilances, 
the air within the piftol was fired 
by means of the electric explofion, 
the firtt efleét was, that the ex- 
panded air was initantly thrown 
with great violence into the blad- 
der, together with the water con- 
tained in the cavity ot the pittol ; 
but immediately after, the air, the 
water, and even the greateit part 
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of the bladder itfelf, were forced 
by the external air in the pittol 
the air contained in the pittol being 
now reduced by phlogittication into 
lefs {pace than it had occupied be. 
fore. I then carefully withdrew 
the bladder, and preterving the 
fame water, repeated the fame éx. 
periment with it, till I had decom. 
pofed fo much air, that even the 
quantity that had difappeared of 
the commen air, exclutive of the 
inflammable air, mutt have been 
contiderably more in bulk than the 
water. Then putting this water 
into a phial, 1 endeavoured to ex. 
pel air trom it by heat; but I found 
no more in it than fuch water ufa- 
ally contains, which was quite in- 
confiderable ; for it was rain water 
which had been boiled not long be- 
fore, for the purpofe of expelling 
all its airs ‘The water indeed had 
aturbid appearance, but this was 
probably oceationed by the bladder. 
tind it come from the air, and ef- 
pecially fixed air, it would have 
been driven out by boiling.” 





Extract from a Paper of Dr. BLrAGnen’s, F.R.S. on the HEAT 
of the WATER in the GULF-STREAM. 


[ From the Philofophical Tranfactions. ] 


6s NE of the mot remarkable 

tacts obferved in navigating 
the ocean, is that conttant and rapid 
current which fets along the coatt of 
North America to the northward 
and eattward, and is commonly 
known to feamen by the name of 
Gulf-ttream. It feems juitly 


the : 
attributed to the effcet ot the trade- 
winds, which blowing from the 
eattern quarter into the great Gulf 
ot Mexico, caule there an accumu 
lation of the water above the com- 


mon level of the fea; in confe- 
quence of which, it is conftantly 
running out by the channel where 
it finds leaft  refittance, that 1s, 
through the Gulf of Florida, with 
fuch force as to continue a diftinet 
{tream to a very great diitance. 
Since all fhips going from Europe 
to any of the fouthern provinces ot 
North America mutt crofs this cur 
rent, and are materially affected by 
it in their courfe, every circunts 


na -_* . wer »c a ob- 
{lance of its motion becomes 4 A 
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ject highly interefting to the fea- 
man, as well as of great curiofity to 
the philofopher. An obfervation 
which occurred to me on the fpot 
fuggetts a new method of invetti- 
gating a matter that appears to 
worthy of attention. aeeat 
“ During a voyage to America, 1n 
the {pring of the year 1776, I ufed 
frequently to examine the heat of 
fea water newly drawn, in order to 
compare it with that of the air. We 
made our paflage far to the fouth- 
ward. Inthis fituation, the greateit 
heat of the water which I obferved 
was fuch as raifed the quickfilver in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer to * 7°}. 
This happened twice ; the firit time 
on the roth of April, in latitude 
21° 10° N. and longitude, by our 
reckoning, 52° W ; and the fecond 
time, three days afterwards, in la- 
titude 22° 7° and longitude 55°; 
but, in general, the heat of the fea 
near the tropic of cancer, about the 
middle of April, was from 76° to 


5°, 


' The rendezvous appointed for 
the fleet being off Cape Fear, our 
courfe, on approaching the Ame- 
rican coaft, became northwettward. 
On the 23d of April the heat of 
the fea was 74°, our latitude at 
noon 28° 7” N. Next day the 
heat was only 71°; we were then 
in latitude 29° 12’; the heat of the 
water, therefore, was now leflening 
very taft in proportion to the change 
of latitude. The 25th our latitude 
Was 31° 3°; but though we had 
thus gone almoft 2° farther to the 
northward, the heat of the fea was 
this day rather increafed, it being 
72° in the morning, and 72! in the 
evening, Next day, the 26th of 
April, at half after eight in the 
morning, I again plunged the ther- 
mometcr into fea-water, and was 
greatly furprifed to fee the quick- 
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filver rife to 78°, higher than I 
had ever obferved it, even within 
the tropic. As the diffe:@nce was 
too great to be imputed to any acci- 
dental variation, | immediately con- 
ceived that we muft have come into 
the Gull-ftream, the water of which 
{till retained great part of the heat 
that it had acquired in the torrid 
zone. This idea was confirmed by 
the fubfequent, regular, and quick 
diminution of the heat: the thip’s 
run for a quarter of an hour had lef- 
fened it 2°; the thermometer, at 
three quarters after eight, being 
raifed by fea-water, frefh drawn, 
only to 76°; by nine the heat was 
reduced to 73°, and in a quarter of 
an hour more, to 71° nearly: all 
this time the wind blew frefh, and 
we were going feven knots an hour 
on a_ north-wettern courfe. The 
water now began to lofe the fine 
tranfparent blue colour of the ocean, 
and to affluume fomething of a greenifh 
olive tinge, a well-known indication 
of foundings. Accordingly, between 
tour and five in the afternoon, 
ground was ftruck with the lead at 
the depth of eighty tathom, the 
heat of the fea being then reduced to 
69°. In the courfe of the follow- 
ing night and next day, as we came 
into fhallower water and nearer the 
land, the temperature of the fea 


gradually funk to 65°, which was’ 


nearly that of the air at the time. 
*¢ Unfortunately bad weather, on 
the 26th, prevented us from taking 
an obfervation of the fun; but on 
the 27th, though it was then cloudy 
at noon, we calculated the latitude 
from two altitudes, and found it to 
be 33% 26’ N, The difference of 


this latitude from that which we 
had obferved on the 25th, being 2° 
23’, was fo much greater than could 
be deduced from the fhip’s run 
marked in the log-book, as to con- 

vince 
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vince the feamen that we had been 
fet many miles to the northward by 
the current. 

** On the 25th at noon, the longi- 
tude, by our reckoning, was 74° 
W. and I believe the computation 
to have been pretty juft; but the 
foundings, together with the lati- 
tude, will determine the fpot where 
thete obfervations were made better 
than any reckoning from the eatt- 
ward, ©The fhip’s run on the 26th, 
from nine in the forenoon to four in 
the afternoon, was about ten leagues 
on a north-weft-by-north courfe : 
foon afterwards we hove-to in order 
to found, and, finding bottom, we 
went very flowly all night, and ull 
noon the next day. 

«+ From thefe obfervations, I think, 
it may be concluded, that the Gulf- 
ftream, about the 33d degree of 
north latitude, and the 76th degree 
of longitude weft of Greenwich, is, 
in the month of April, at leaft fix 
degrees hotter than the water of the 
fea through which it runs. As the 
heat of the fea water evidently be- 
gan to increafe in the evening of the 
2sth, and as the obfervations fhew 
that we were getting out of the cure 
rent when I firtt tried the heat in the 
morning of the 26th, it is moft pro- 
bable, that the flip’s run, during 
the night, is nearly the breadth of 
the ftream meafured obliquely acrofs : 
that, as it blew a frefh breeze, could 
not be much lefs than twenty-five 
leagues in fifteen hours, the iheace 
of time between the two obferva- 
tions of the heat; and hence the 
breadth of the ftream may be efti- 
mated at twenty leagues. The 
breadth of the Gult of Florida, 
which evidently bounds the ttream 
at its origin, appears by the charts 
to be two or three miles lefs than 
this, excluding the rocks and fand- 
banks which furround the Bahaina 


Iflands, and the fhallow water that 
extends to a confiderable diftance 
from the coatt of Florida; and the 
correfpondence of thele meafures is 
very remarkable ; tince the fiream, 
from well-known principles of hy. 
draulics, mutt gradually become 
wider as it gets to a greater diftance 
from the channel by which it if. 
fucs. 

** If the heatof the Gulfof Mexico 
were known, many curious calcula. 
tions might be tormed by comparing 
it with that of the current. The 
mean heat of Spanith-town and 
Kingtton in Jamaica, feems not to 
exceed 81°; that of St. Domingo 
on tke fea-coaft may be eflimated at 
the fame from Monf. Godin's ob. 
fervations ; but as the coal of the 
continent which bounds the gulf to 
the weftward and fouthward is pro- 
bably warmer, perhaps a degree or 
two may be allowed for the mean 
temperature of the climate over the 
whole bay : let it be tlated at 82° 
or 8,°. Now there feems to be 
great probability in the fuppofition 
that the fea, at a certain compara- 
tively fmall dittance below its fur- 
face, agrees in heat pretty nearly 
with the average temperature of the 
air, during the whole year, in that 
part; and hence it may be conjec- 
tured, that the general heat of the 
water, as it iffues out of the bay to 
form the ftream, is about 84°, the 
{mall variations of temperature on 
the furface not being fufhcient to 
affect materially that of the general 
mafs. At the tropic of cancer I 
found the heat to be 77°} the 
ftream, therefore, in its whole 
courfe from the gulf of Florida, 
may be fuppofed to have been con- 
ftantly running through water trom 
4° to 6° colder than itielf, and yet 
it had loft only 4° of heat, though 


the furrounding water where I 0d- 
ferved 
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ferved it was was 10° below the 
fuppofed original temperature of the 
water which forms the current, 
From this {mall diminution of the 
heat, in a dittance probably of three 
hundred miles, tome idea may be 
acquired of the vatt body of fluid 
which fets out of the gulf of Mex- 
ico, andot the great velocity of its 
motion. Numerous obfervations 
on the temperature of this ftream, 
inevery part of it, and at different 
feafons ot the year, compared with 
the heat of the water in the fur- 
rounding feas, both withinand with- 
out the tropic, would, I apprehend, 
‘be the beit means of afcertaining 
its nature, and determining every 
material circumilance of its move- 
ment, efpecially if the effect of the 
current in pufhing fhips to the 
northward is carefully attended to, 
at the fame time with the obferva- 
tions upon its heat. 

« An opinion prevails among fea- 
men, that there is fomething pecu- 
liar in the weather about the Gult- 
ftream. As far as | could judge, 
the heat of the air was confiderably 
increafed by it, as might be ex- 
pected ;_ but whether to a degree or 
extent futhcient for producing any 
material changes in the atmofphere 
muft be determined by future ob- 
fervations. 

* Perhaps other currents may be 
found which, iffuing from places 
warmer or colder than the furround- 
ing fea, differ from it in their tem- 
ere fo much as to be difcovered 

y the thermometer. Should there 
be many fuch, this inftrument will 
come to be ranked among the moft 
valuable at fea; as the difficulty of 
aicertuining currents is well known 
to be one of the greateft defects in 
the prefent art of navigation. 

‘In the meantime, I hope the 
obfervations which have beca here 
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related are fufficient to prove, that 
in croffing the Gult-ftream very 
eflential advantages may be derived 
from the ufe of the thermometer : 
for it the mafter of a thip, bound 
to any of the fouthern provinces of 
North America, will be careful to 
try the heat of the fea frequently, 
he muft difcover very accurately 
his entrance into the Gulf. ftream, 
by the fudden increafe of the heat ; 
and a continuance of the fame ex- 
periments will thew him, with equal 
exa¢tnefs, how long he remains in 
it. Hence he will always be able to 
make a proper allowance for the 
number of miles that the thip is fet 
to the northward, by muluplying 
the time into the velocity of the 
current. Though this velocity is 
hitherto very imperfectly known, 
for want of fome method of deter- 
mining how long the current acted 
upon the fhips, yet all uncertainty 
arifing from thence mutt foon ceafe, 
as a tew experiments upon the heat 
of the ftream, compared with the 
fhip’s run checked by obfervations 
of the latitude, will afcertain its 
motion with  fufficient precifion. 
From differences in the wind, and 
perhaps other circumiftances, it is 
probable, that there may be fome 
variations in the velocity of the 
current; and it will be curious to 
obferve, whether thefe variations 
may not frequently be pointed out 
by a difference in its temperature ; 
as the quicker the current moves, 
the lefs heat is likely to be loft, and 
confequently the hotter the water 
will be. In this obfervation, how- 
ever, the feafon of the year muft 
always be confidered ; partly, be-~ 
caufe it may, perhaps, in fome de-~ 
cree affect the original temperature 
of the water in the gulf of Mexico ; 
but principally, becaufe the actual 
heat of the ftream mutt be greater 


or 





or lefs in proportion as the traét of 
the fea through which it has flown 
was warmer or colder. In winter, 
I fhould fuppofe, that the heat of 
the ftream itfelf would be rather 
lefs than in fummer ; but that the 
differencé between it and the fur- 
rounding fea would be much greater ; 
and I can conceive that, in the mid- 
dle of fummer, though the ftream 
had loft very little of its original 
heat, yet the fea might, in fome 
parts, acquire fo nearly the fame 
temperature, as to render it fearcely 
poflible to dittinguifh by the ther- 
mometer when a fhip entered into 
the current. 

‘© Befides the convenience of cor- 
reéting a fhip’s courfe, by knowing 
how to make a proper allowance for 
the diitance fhe is fet to the north- 
ward by the current, a method of 
determining with certainty when fhe 
enters into the Gulf-ftream is at- 
tended with the farther inettimable 
advantage of fhewing her place upon 
the ocean in the moft critical fitua- 
tion: for, as the current fets along 
the coaft of America at no great di- 
fiance from foundings, the mariner, 
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when he finds this fudden increafe 
of heat in the fea, will be warned of 
his approach to the coaft, and will 
thus have timely notice to take the 
neceflary precautions for the fecurit 

of his vetlel. As the courle of the 
Gult-ftream comes more to be ac. 
curately known, from repeated ob- 
fervations of the heat and latitudes, 
this method of determining the thip’s 
place will be proportionably more 
applicable to ufe. And it derives 
additional importance from the pe- 
culiar circumitances of the Ameri- 
can coatt, which, from the mouth 
of the Delaware to the fouthermoft 
point of Florida, is’ every where 
low, and befet with frequent thoals, 
running out fo far into the fea that 
a veficl may be aground in many 
places where the fhore is not to be 
diftinguifhed even trom the matt- 
head. The Gulf ftream, therefore, 
which has hitherto ferved only to 
increafe the perplexities of feamen, 
will now, it thefe obfervations are 
found to be juft in praétice, become 
one of the chief means of their pre- 
fervation upon that dangerouscoalt.” 
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ACCOUNT of a PHENOMENON obferved upon the 


ISLAND of SUMATRA. 


Efq. 


By WiLLIAM MaRsDEN, 


[From the fame Publication. ] 


e URING my refidenceon the 
itland of Sumatra in the Eaft 
Indies, I had occafion to obferve a 
henomenon fingular, I belicve, in 
its kind, an account of which may 
not perhaps be unintereiting to the 
curious. 
“ Inthe year 1775 the S. E. or dry 
morfoon fet in about the middle 


of June, and continued with very 
little intermiffion till the month ot 
March in the following year. 

long and fevere a drought had not 
been experienced then 1n the me- 
mory of the oldeftman. Theverdure 
of the ground was burnt up, the 
trees were ftripped of their leaves, 
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arth every where gaped in fiffures. 
For fome time a copsous dew falling 
inthe night fupplitd the deficiency 
of rain; but this did not lait long : 

a thick tog, which rendered the 
neighbouring hills invifible for 
months together, and nearly ob- 
fcured the fun, never ceafed to hang 
over the land, and add a gloom to 
the profpect already but too melan- 
choly. ‘The Europeans on the coatt 
fuffered extremely by fickneis ; 
about a fourth part of the whole 
number being carried off by fevers 
and other bilious diitempers, the de- 
preilion of fpirits which they la- 
boured under, not a little contn 
buting to haften the fatal effects. 
The natives alfo died in great num- 
bers. 

“Inthe month of November 1775, 
the dry feafon having then exceeded 
its ufual period, and the S. E. winds 
continuing with unremitting vio- 
lence, the fea was obferved to be 
covered, to the dittance of a mile, 
and ia fome places a league from 
hore, with ff floating on the fur- 
face. Great quantities of them 
were at the fame uime driven on the 
beach, or lett there by the tide, fome 
quite alive, others dying, but the 
greatell part quite dead. The fith 
thus found were not of one but va- 
nous {pecies, both large and fmall, 
fat and round, the Car-fifh and 
Mullet being generally moft preva- 
kot. The numbers were prodigi- 
ous, and overfpread the fhore to 
the extent of fome degrees : of this 
had oculsr proof or certain infor- 
mation, and probably they extended 
a contiderable way ‘farther than I 
had Opportunity of m aking enquiry. 

cir firit appenrance was fudden ; 
but though the numbers diminithed, 
they continued to be thrown up, in 
fome parts of the coait, tor at leatt 
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a month, furnifhing the inhabitants 
with food, which, though attended 
with no immediate ill confequence, 
probably contributed to the un- 
healthinefs fo feverely felt. No al- 
teration in the weather had been re- 
marked for many days previous to 
their appearance. The thermome- 
ter ftood as ufual at the time of year 
at about 85°, 

‘¢ Various were the conjeures 
formed as to the caufe of this extra- 
ordinary phenomenon, and almoft 
as various and contradictory were 
the confequences deduced by the 
natives from an omen fo porten- 
tous; fome inferring the continu. 
ance, and others, with equal plau- 
fibility, a relief from the drought. 
With refpect to the caufe, I mutt 
confefs myfelf much at a lofs to ac- 
count for it fatisfactorily, If [ 
might hazard a conjecture, and it is 
not offered as thing more, I 
would fuppofe, that the fea requires 
the mixture of a due proportion of 
frefh water to temper its faline qua- 
lity, and enable certain fpecies of 
fifh to fubfitt in it. Of this falu- 
brious correction it was deprived for 
an unufual {pace of time, not only 
by the want of rain, but by the 
ceafing of many rivers to flow into 
it, whofe fources were dried up. I 
rode acrofs the mouths of feveral 
perfectly dry, which I had often 
before paffed in boats. The fith no 
longer experiencing this refrefh- 
ment, neceflary as it would feem to 
their exiftence, fickencd and pe- 
rifhed as in a corrupted element. 

‘¢ If any thing fimilar to what I 
have above defcribed has been no- 
ticed in other parts of the world, [ 
fhould be happy: by a comparifon of 
the attendant circumftances, to in- 
veligate and afcertain the true 
caufes of fo extraordinary an effect.” 
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A farther Account of the Ufefulnefs of WASHING the STEMS of 


TREES. By Ropert Marsnam, of Stratton, Efg ; 


F.R.S, 


[ From the fame Publication. ] 


o HE following account isakind 
of poftfeript to my letter to 
Dr. Mofs, lord bifhop of Bath and 
Wells, in 1775, which the Royal 
Society did me the honour to publith 
in the Philofophical ‘Tranfactions in 
1777- Inthat I fhewed how much 
a beech increafed upon its ftem being 
cleaned and wafhed; and in this I 
fhall fhew, that the benefit of clean- 
ing the ftem continues feveral years: 
for the beech which I wafhed in 1775 
has increafed in the five years fince 
the wafhing eight inches and fix- 
tenths, or above an inch and feven- 
tenths yearly; and the aggregate 
of nine unwafhed beeches of the 
fame age does not amount to one 
inch and three-tenths yearly to each 
tree. In 1776 I wathed another 
beech (of the fame age, viz. feed in 
1741); and the increafe in four 
years lince the wafhing is nine inches 
and two-tenths, or two inches and 
three-tenths yearly, when the aggre- 
gate of nine unwathed beeches a- 
mounted to but one inch and three- 
tenths anda half. In 17761 wath- 
ed an oak which I planted in 1720, 
which has increafed in the tour years 
fince wafhing feven inches and two- 
tenths, and the aggregate of three 
oaks planted the fame year (vz. 
all I meafured) amounted to but one 
inch yearly to each tree. In 177 
I wafhed another beech of the fame 
age, and the increafe in 1780 was 
three inches, when the aggregate of 
fifteen unwathed beeches was not 
full fifteen inches and fix-tenths, or 
not one inch and half a tenth to each 
tree; yet moft of thefe trees grew 
on better land than that which was 
wafhed. But I apprehend the whole 
of the extraordinary increafe in the 
two lait experiments fhould not be 
attributed to wafhing: for in the 
autumn of 1778 I had greafy pond- 


mud fpread round fome favourite 
trees, as far as I fuppofed their roots 
extended, and although fome trees 
did not fhow to have received an 
benefit from the mud, yet others 
did,, that is, an oak increafed half 
an inch, and a beech three-tenths, 
above their ordinary growth. Now 
though the beech gained but three- 
tenths, yet, perhaps, that may not 
be enough to allow for the mud; for 
the fummer of 1779 was the mot 
ungenial to the growth of trees of 
any fince I have meafured them, 
fome not gaining half their ordinary 
growth, and the aggregate increafe 
of all the unwathed and unmudded 
trees that I meafured (ninety-three 
in number of various kinds) was in 
1779 but fix feet five inches and fe- 
ven-tenths, or feventy-feven inches 
and feven-tenths, which gives but 
eight-tenths and about one-third to 
each tree; when in 1778 (avery 
dry fummer in Norfolk) they in- 
creafed feven fect and nine-tenths, 
or near eighty-five inches, which 
gives above ninc-tenths to each tree: 
and this fummer of 1780 being alfo 
very diy, yet the aggregate increafe 
was above half an inch more than in 
1778. But the bett increafe of thefe 
three years is low, as there are but 
twenty of the ninety-three trees that 
were not planted by me, and greater 
increafe is reafonably expected = 
young than old trees; yet I have an 
oak now two hundred years old(t 780) 
which is fixteen fect and five inchesin 
circumference, or one hundred and 
ninety-feven inches in two hund 
years. But this oak cannot propery 
be called old, The annual increate 
of very old trees is hardly meafur- 
able with a ftring, as the flightet 
change of the air will affect the firing 
more than a year’s growth. aus 


largeft trees that I have meafured rn 
0 








USEFULNESS of WASHING the STEMS of TREES. 


fofar from me, that I have had no op- 
portunity of meaturing thema fecond 
time, excepting the oak near the ho- 
nourable Mr. Legge’s Lodge in Hoit 
Foreft, which does not fhow to be 
hollow. In 1759 I found it was at 
feven fect (ror a large fwelling ren- 
dered it unfair to meafure at five or 
fix feet) a trifle above thirty-four 
fect in circumference, and in 1778 
I found it had not increafed above 
half an inch in nineteen years. This 
more entire remain of longevity me- 
rits fome regard from the lovers of 
trees, as well as the hollow oak at 
Cowthorp in Yorkfhire, which Dr. 
Hunter gives an account of in his 
edition of Evelyn’s Silva, and calls 
it forty-eight feet round at three 
feet. I did not meafure it fo low ; 
but in 1768 I found it at four feet, 
forty feet and fix inches; and at 
five feet,thirty -fix feet and fix inches; 
and at fix feet, thirty-two feet and 
ence inch. Now, although this oak 
is larger near the earth than that in 
Hampfhire, yet it diminifhes much 
more fuddenly in girt, viz. eight 
feet and five inches in two feet of 
height ([ reckon by my own mea- 
fures as I took pains to be exact.) 
Suppofe the diminution continues 
about this rate (for I did not mea- 
fure fo high) then at feven feet it 
will be about twenty-eight feet in cir- 
cumference, and the bottom fourteen 
fect contain fix hundred and eighty- 
fix feet round or buycr’s meafure, or 
feventeen ton and fix feet ; and four- 
teen feet length of the Hampfhire 
Oak is one thoufand and feven feet, 
or twenty-five ton and feven. feet, 
that is, three hundred and twenty- 
one feet more than the Yorkthire 
Oak, though that is fuppofed by 
Many people the greateft Oak in 
England, 


* Tam unwilling to conclude this 


account of wafhine the fiems of 
tees without obferying, that ail the 


» 


ingredients of vegetation united, 
which are received from the roots, 
ftem, branches, and leaves of a mofft 
and dirty tree, do not produce half 
the increafe that another gains whofe 
ftem is clean to the head only, and 
that not ten feet in height. Is ic 
not clear that this greater fhare of 
nouriihment cannot come from rain? 
For the dirty ftem will retain the moif- 
ture longer than when clean, and 
the nourifhment drawn from the 
roots, and imbibed by the branches 
and leaves, muft be the fame to 
both trees, Then muft not the 
great fhare of vegetative ingredients 
be conveyed in dew? May not 
the mofs and dirt abforb the fineft 
parts of the dew ? and may they not 
act as a kind of fereen, and deprive 
the tree of that fhare of air and fun 
which it requires? To develope 
this myilerious operation of nature 
would be an honor to the moft ingee 
nious, and the plain fact may afford 
pleafure to the owners of young 
trees ; for if their growth may be 
increafed by cleaning their {tems 
onee in five or fix years (and per- 
haps they will not require it fo often) 
if the increafe is but half an inch 
yearly above the ordinary growth, 
it will greatly over-pay for the trou- 
ble, betides the pleafure of feeing 
the tree more flourifhing, Although 
the extra increafe of my firlt wafhed 
beech was but four-tenths of an 
inch, the fecond was nine-tenths and 
a half, and the third nearly two 
inches, fo the aggregate extra in- 
creafe is above one inch and one 
tenth yearly ; and the increafe of 
the oak is cight-tenths. But calling 
it only half an inch, then fix years 
will produce above five cubic feet of 
timber, as the oak is eight feet 
round, and above twenty feet long, 
and fix pence will pay for the wath- 
ing; fo there remains nine fhillings 
and fix pence clear gain in fix years.” 
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On the Origin and Derivation of the Title of IONIANS, from 
ION and JAVAN. ' 


{From Mr. Jopprev’s Illuftrations of the Ion of Evatripes.] 


fonians, from the honour’d fon call’d. 
Verfe 1640. 
os HE title of lonians is here 
faid to be derived from the 
Ton of the play ; but this appella- 
tion has been fuppofed with great 
probability to have had a different 
origin of a far more remote anti- 
quity: and it appears, that the 
name was originally very extenfive 
from the moft undoubted teftimony. 
We learn from Herodotus, ‘ that 
the Athenians were for a time called 
Ionians from Ion, fon of Xuthus, 
the leader of their armies: and 
that the Ionians of the Peleponnefe 
before the arrival of Danaus and 
Xuthus were called the AXgiales, or 
the Maritime Pelafgi, as the Greeks 
afferted ; but afterwards Jonians 
from Ion, the fon of Xuthus.”? Ac- 
cording to him however ‘ the 
Athenians rejected this appellation, 
as well as the other lonians in 
Grace, and were moft of them in 
his time afhamed of it: but the 
twelve cities of the Ionians them- 
felves in Afia gloried in the appella- 
tion, erected a temple, and impofed 
on themfelves the common name of 
Panionium ; of which they were 
willing that none but the fonians 
themfelves fhould participate.” Stra- 
bo alfo afferts, ** that the Ionic di- 
aleé&t was the fame with the ancient 
Artick, and that the Athenians were 
formerly called Ionians : Hen¢e are 


derived the Tonians inhabiting Afia 
who now make ule of the Jonick 
tongue, as it is called: In another 
place he informs us, * that Attica 
was formerly called Ionia and fas, 
and that Homer, when he mentions 
the Iaones, means the Athenians,” 
Paufanius relates, * that Selinus, 
king of Agialus, gave his only 
daughter Helice in marriage to Ion, 
and adopted him as his fon and fue- 
ceflor in the government: that 
atter the death of Selinus he there 
reigned, founded a city in A’gialus, 
of the name of Helice derived from 
his wife, and called the nation 
Jonians from himfelf ; This howe- 
ver was no exchange of name, but 
only an addition ;° for they were 
called the AEgialenfes Ionians.” He 
afterwards adds, ** that the defcen- 
dents of Ion retained the fovereignty 
of the Ionians, till they and the 
whole nation fell under the Ache 
ans.” The Ionians, fays Strabo, 
fpeaking of A®gialus in Achza, 
who were originally of Athenian ¢x- 
traction, formerly pofietfed this 
country ; and its ancient name was 
JEvialeia, as the inhabitants were 
called JEgiales ; but the country 
was afterwards denominated Ionia, 
as well as Attica, from lon, fon of 
Xuthus. Hence it appears, that a 


confiderable part of Grace had 7 
appellation: but it was even t 


common title of the whole oa" 
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in Europe. as the Afiaticks them- 
felves called it. Thus A&tchylus 
in his Perfians makes Atoffa call 
Greece the land of the Laonians ; 
and the chorus in that play calls the 
people of Greece the lanontans. 
Arittophanes allo, in the mouth ot 
a Pertian nobleman, ules this ex- 
preffion ; and the fcholiatt there 
tells us, that the Barbarians called 
all the Hellenes by the name of 
Jaonians. ‘The foundation there- 
fore of this title feems to have been 
derived trom Javan, the fourth fon 
of Japhet, and the grandton of the 
yatriarch Noah, whole pofterity 
after the deluge are recordedin Ge- 
nefis to have peopled the tiles of the 
Gentiles. | fhall fubimit the fol- 
lowing obfervations to the reader, 
from an eflay, inurled, An enquiry 
into the ongin of the Greek lan- 
guage, by the late bifhop Squire. 
“ We find this very land of Greece, 
in the facred records, more than 
once exprefsly termed Javan or 
Jonia ; that is, the country of Ja- 
van, fot as the original word in the 
Hebrew is wrote 7-1’, according to 
the diflerent infertion of the vowels, 
it may be pronounced IoN or 
laVaN, or JeeN, or IaNNa: 
and what {till more ftrongly 
trengthens and confirms this opi- 
nion, that the country of favan 
Was really the fame with that of 
Grece, is, that the Syrians, Perfi- 
ans, Arabians, and the Barbarians 
in general never called the inhabi- 
tants of this land Hellens, the name 
they moft commonly gave them- 
felves ; bur always Javans, or loni- 
ans. The Greeks themfelves indeed 
are ready enough to tell us, that 
this name was of a much later date 
than that [have now affigned ; and 
that it took its original from the 
brave and noble exploits of one ion an 
— the fan otf Xuthus, who 
i781, 


was three entire generations younger 
than Deucalion: but this opinion 
feems to have no better foundation, 
than meer unfupported conjecture ; 
tor what had the Syrians, Arabs, E- 
yyptians, and thoie other nations, 
Which the Greeks term barbarous, 
to dowith the Athenian Jon, a man 
of no character with regard to them, 
and fearcely known and acknow- 
ledved by his countrymen them- 
felves ? The very actions, that 
are faid to have been performed by 
him, allowing them to be all true 
in fact, are however far from be- 
ing of that dittinguifhed merit, as 
to deferve to have a whole people 
denominated from him. Had this 
been the true original of the name 
ot the Ionians, we thould mott un- 
doubtedly have found it chiefly in 
ufeamonett the Greeks themfelves, 
and by them taught and propagated 
to the neighbouring nations : where- 
as the dire¢t contrary of this is evi- 
dent; for it does not appear from 
hiftory, as far as [ am able to 
learn, that the Greeks in genera 
ever called theinfelves Ionians, or 
that even the Athenians, whofe 
country had the honour of giving 
birth to this imaginary hero, were 
ever fo well pleaied with this name 
as to endeavour to propagate it : 
hay, itis certain from hiitory, that 
they even difliked it, avoided to 
make ufe of it, and were unwilling 
to be called by it:  Oduty sv aaros 
“Twves, x) Abmaios iduy.» Tevqeay s 
Rovarcuires  lwves usxrnzbasy aS Herodo- 
tug tells us. When therefore the 
learned Bochart, in his Phaleg de- 
inonitrates, that the Javans or loni- 
ans were not originally a meer party 
diftinction among the Greeks, 
affumed by accident, as it were, in 
later times; but that in their firlt 
and moft early ages the inhabitants 
ot all the countries between Thrace 
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and Peleponnefus mapa oy were 
called after this name; ts not this 
a moflt convincing ne in 
it not amount even to demonittra- 
tion, that the Greek account of the 
original ot this appellation of Ion1- 
ans cannot potlbly be true ? 
Though the Athenians and fome ot 
their neareft neighbours might be 
fuppoled to have been called after 
this name in memory of their 
countryman lon; yet how does this 
affect, or in the leatt concern the 
"Thracians, and thofe other nations 
who at this time, it is more than 
probable, had not the leatt com- 
merce or correfpondence with them ? 
We mutt theretore have recourfe to 
fome caufe as extenfive as the effect. 
That which I have atfligned feems 
fully to come up to the point : Viz. 
that the Javans and Pclatgi were in 
reality one and the fame people, 
pl. inting and inhabiting the fame 
countries at.the fame ume, from 
their anceftor denominated Javans, 
or Ionians, and trom their manner 
of lite Pelafyi, a wandering peo- 
pie.” This ingenious e xplicatio n 
naturally folves 11 the difliculties in 


does 


regard to this charaer of Ion, His 
M. fuick archetype, the Afiatick 
Javan, was defignedly loft in objj. 
vion by the Greeians, and particue 
larly by the Athenians, that their 
national vanity might not fuffer b 
this traditional badge of oriental ex 

traction; nor clath with their . 
vourite " prejudice of confidering 
themfelves the Autochthones of 
their own country, or the native 
inhabitants {prung from its very 
foil, and not Sr from any 
other. In order therefore to ac. 
count for the derivation ot the name 
of Tonians, if they did not abfo- 
lutely create an imaginary charac- 
ter of their own, the ” dramatic Ion 
of Euripides, yet they undoubtedly 

aggrandized the exploits of the fon 
ot “Creufa. By this artful inven- 
tion they fecured to themfelves a 
double advantage ; for they lott the 
ideal difgrace of acknowledging 
themfelves, as a colony planted by 
a foreign founder ; and yet they re 

tained the flattering compliment ot 
ftamping on the lands and the 
Afiatick colonies the mark of pol 
tical derivation from them.” 
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT of ATHENS, from the 
r PERSIAN TRIUMP 


| From Mr. Harris’s Philolog gical Inqui iries. } 


66 HEWN the Athenians had 
deliver 


d themilelves trom 
the tvrannv of Pili 
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a century after- 


after 


wards they maintained, 1. without con: 
troul, the fovereignty af Greece. 
‘ Astheirtafte was naturally good, 
arts of every kind foon rofe amon: 
them, and flourithed . Valour had 
even th em reputat ati i0n j re eputation 
gave them an afcendant ; and that 
ale jant produced i fe 
lett their minds at eale, 
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them leifure to cultivate every thing 
liberal, or clegant. 

“Twas then that Pericles adorned 
the citv with temples, theatres, and 
other beautiful public buildings. 
Phidias, the great fculptor, was 


employed as his architre, who, 


when he had erected edifices, 
adorned them himfelt, and added 
ftatues and baflo-relievo’s, the ad- 
miration of every beholder. ’T'was 
then that Polignotus and Myro 
painted ; that Sophocles and Euri- 
pides wrote ; and not long atter, 
that they faw the divine Socrates, 

- Human atfairs are, by nature, 
prone to change : and (tates, as well 
as individuals, are born to decay. 
Jealoufy and ambition infenfibly to- 
mented wars, and fucce!s in thefe 
wars, aS in others, was often va- 
rious. “The military ftreneth of the 
Athenians was firft impaired by the 
Lacedawmonians ; after that, it was 
again humiliated, under Epaminon 
das, by the Thebans; and latt of 
all it was wholly crufhed by the 
Macedonian, Philip. 

** But though their political fove- 
reignty was loft, yet, happily tor 
mankind, their love of literature and 
arts did not fink along with it. 

= Juti at the clofe of their golden 
days of empire flourifhed Xenophon 
and Plato, the difciples of Socrates, 
and from Plato defcended that race 
of philofophers, called the Old Aca- 
demy. 

_** Aritotle, who was Plato’s dif- 
ciple, may be faid, not to have in- 
vented a new philofophy, but rather 
to have tempered the tublime, and 
rapturous mytteries of his matter 
with method, order, and a ftricter 
mode of reafonine, 

** Zeno, who was himfelf alfo 
educated in the principles of Plato- 
nilm, only differed from Plato in 
the compurative eftimate of things, 


allowing nothing to be intrinfically 
good but virtue, nothing intrinfi- 
cally bad bur vice, and confidering 
all other things to be in themlelves 
indifferent 

“ Fic too and Arittotle accurately 
cultivated logic, but in different 
ways; tor Ariftotle chiefly dwelt 
Upon the limple fy ile cif ; Zeno 
upon that which is derived out of 
it, the compound or hypothetic. 
Both too, as wel! as other philofo- 
phers, cultivaied rhetoric along with 
lovic ; holding a knowledge in both 
to be requifice tor thofe, who think 
of add etling mankind with all the 
clheacy of perfuation. Zeno cle- 
gantly illuitr t ‘d the force of thefe 
two poweis by a timile, taken trom 
the hand: the clove power of logic 
he compared to the fift, or hand 
comprett ; the diffufe power of lo- 
gic, to the palm, or hand open. 

«¢ T fhall mention but two feéts 
more, the New Academy, and the 
Epicurean. 

*¢ "The New Academy, fo called 
from the Old Academy (the name 
eiven to the {chool of Plato) was 
tounded by Arcetilas, and ably 
matntamed by Carneacdes. From 
a miftaken imation of the great pa- 
rent of philofophy, Socrates, (pare 
ticularly a he appears in the dia- 
lorues of Plato) beeau‘e Socrates 
doubred fome things, therefore Are 
celilas and Carneades doubted all. 

‘6 Epicurus drew from another 
fource ; Democritus had taught him 
atoms and a void: by the fortuitous 
concourfe of atoms he fancied he 
could form a world, while by a 
feigned veneration he complimented 
away h's gods, and totally denied 
their providentia! care, leit the troue 
ble of it fhould impair their unin- 
terrupted ftate of blifs. Virtue he 
recommended, though not for the 
fake of virtue, but pleafure; plea- 
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f{ure, according to him, being our 
chief and fovereigu good. It mutt 
be confeft however, that, though 
his principles were erroneous and 
even bid, never was a man more 
temperate and humane ; never was 
a man more beloved by his friends, 
or more cordially attached to them 
in affectionate efteem 

‘© We have already mentioned 
the alliance between philofophy and 
rhetoric. ‘This cannot be thought 
wondertul, it rhetoric be the art, 
by which men are perfuaded, and 
if men cannot be perfuaded, with- 
out a knowledge of human nature : 
tor what, but philofophy, can pro- 
cure us this knowledge ? 

‘¢ *’]'was for this reafon the ableft 
Greck philofophers not only taught 
(as we hinted before) but wrote alio 
treatifes upon rhetoric. ‘They had 
a farther inducement, and that was 
the intrinfic beauty of their lan- 
guage, as it was then fpoken among 
the learned and polite. “They would 
have been afhamed to have delivered 
philofophy, as it has been too often 
delivered fince, in compofirions as 
elumfy, as the common dialect of 
the mere vulgar. 

** The fame love of elegance, 
which made them atterd to their 
flile, made them attend even to the 
places, where their philofophy was 
tuucht. 

** Plato delivered his lectures in 
a place fhaded with groves, on the 
banks of the river Iliffus; and 
which, as it once belonged to a 
perion called Academus, was called, 
after his name, the Academy. Ari- 
ftotle chofe another fpot of a fimilar 
character, where there were trees 
aud fhade; a fpot called the Ly- 
ceum. Zeno taught in a portico or 
colonade, dittinguithed from other 
buildings of that fort (of which the 
Athcaians had many) by the name 


of the Variegated Portico, the Walls 
being decorated with various paint. 
ings ot Polygnotus and Myro, two 
capital matters ot that tranfvendent 
period. _Epicurus addrefled his 
hearers in thofe well known gar: 
dens, called, atter his own name, 
The Gardens ot Epicurus, 

‘¢ Some of thefe places gave 
names to the doctrines, which were 
taught there, Plato’s_philofophy 
took its name of Academic from 
the Academy; that of Zeno was 
called the Stoic, from a Greek word, 
hgnifying a portico, 

*¢ The fyitem indeed of Ariftotle 
Was not denominated from the place, 
but was called Peripatetic, from the 
manner in which he taught; from 
his walking about, at the time, 
when he differted. The term Epi- 
curean philofophy needs no expla- 
nation. 

*¢ Open air, fhade, water, and 
pleafant walks feem above all things 
to favour that exercife, the bet 
fuited to contemplation, I mean 
gentle walking without inducing 
fatigue. The many agreeable walks 
in and about Oxford may teach my 
own countrymen the truth of this 
afiertion, and bett explain how 
Horace lived, while a ttudent at 
Athens, employed (as he tells us) 
—inter filvas Academi quarere verums 

‘© Thefe places of public inftitu- 
tion were called among the Greeks 
by the name ot Gymnafia, in which, 
whatever that word might have onr- 
ginally meant, were taught all thofe 
exercifes, and all thofe arts, which 
tended to cultivate not only the 
body, but the mind, As man was 
a being confifting of both, the 
Greeks could not confider that edu- 
cation as complete, in which both 
were not regarded, and both pro- 
perly formed. Hence their Gyn 


nafia, with reference to this a 
Cu, 








end, were adorned with two ftatues, 
thofe of Mercury and of Hercules, 
the corporeal accomplithments being 
patronized (as they fuppoled) by 
the god of itrength, the mental ac- 
complifhments by che god ot inge- 
nuity. 

© Tis to be feared, that many 
places, now called academies, fcarcely 
def-rve the name upon this extenfive 
plan, if the profeffors teach no 
more, than how to dunce, tence, 
and ride upon horfes. 

‘© ’Twas for the cultivation of 
every liberal accomplifliment that 
Athens was celebrated (as we have 
faid) during many centuries, long 
after her political influence was loit, 
and at an end, 

“ When Alexander the Great 
died, many tyrants, like many 
hydras, immediately fprang up. 
Athens then, though fhe {tll main- 
tained the form ot her antient go- 
vernment, was perpetually checked 
and humiliated by their infolence. 
Antipater deftroyed her orators, 


and the was facked by Demetrius. 


At length the becaine fubject to the 
all-powerful Romans, and tound the 
cruel Sylla her fevereft enemy. 

** His face (which perhaps indi- 
cated his manners) was of a purple 
red, intermixed with white, This 
circumftance could not efeape the 
witty Athenians: they deferibed 
him in a verfe, and ridiculoufly 
jaid, 

Sylla’s face is a mulberry Sprinkled 
with meal. 

** The devaftations and carnage, 
which he caufed foon after, gave 
them too much reafon to repent 
their farcafm, 

“ The civil war between Cefar 
and Pompey foon followed, and 
their natural love of liberty made 
them fide with Pompey. Here 
égain they were untortunate, for 
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’ Cefar conquered. But Cwfar did 


not treat them like Sylla, With 
that clemeney, which made fo ami- 
able a part of his character, he dif- 
miffed them by a fine allufion to 
their illuttrious ancettors, faying, 
that he fpared the living for the 
fake of the dé@ad. 

‘¢ Another ftorm followed foon 
after this, the wars of Brutus and 
Caffius with Auguftus and Antony. 
Their partiality tor hiberry did not 
here forfake them : they took part 
in the conteft with the two patriot 
Romans, and erected their itatues 
near their own antient deliverers, 
Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who 
had flin Hipparchus. But they 
were till unhappy, for their ene- 
mes triumphed, 

“ ‘Phey made their peace how- 
ever with Aug iftus, and having met 
atterwards with differcnt treatment 
under different emperors, fometimes 
favourable, fome imes harih, and 
never more fevere than under Vel- 
pafian, their oppretions were at 
leneth relieved by the virtuous 
Nerva and Trajan. 

‘+ Mankind, during the interval 
which began from Nerva, and 
which extended to the death of that 
bett of emperors, Marcus Anto- 
ninus, felt-a refpite trom thofe evils, 
which they had fo feverely felt be- 
fore, and which they telt fo feverely 
revived under Commodus, and his 
wretched fucceflors. 

** Athens, during the above golden 
period, enjoyed more than all others 
the general felicity; for the found 
in Adrian fo generous a benefactor. 
that her citizens could hardly help 
etteeming him a fecond founder, 
He reftored their old privileges ; 

ave them new ; repaired their an- 
tient buildings, and added others of 
his own. Mareus Antoninus, ale 
thouch he did not do fo much, fill 
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continued to fhew them his benevoe 
lent attention. 

‘s If from this period we turn 
our eyes back, we fhall find, tor 
centuries beiore, that » thens was 
the place of education, not only for 
Greeks, but for Romans. ’ was 
hither, that Horace was fent by his 
father ; “twas here that Cicero put 
his fon Marcus under Cratippus, 
one of the ableft philofophers then 
belonging to that city. 

“© The fects of philofophers, 
which we have already defcribed, 
were ftill ex:fting, when St. Paul 
came thither. We cannot enough 
adinire the fuperior eloquence ot 
that apofile, in his manner of ad- 
drefling fo intelligent an audic 
We cannot enough admire the fub- 
limity of his Exordiuin; the pro- 
pricty of his mentioning an altar, 
which he had found there ; and his 
quotation from Aratus, one of their 
well-known poets. 

‘* Nor was Athens on'y cele- 
brated for the refidence of pi iloto- 
phers, and the inftitution of youth: 
nen of rank and fortune found 
pleafure in a retreat, which contri- 
buted fo much to their liberal en- 
joyment. 

‘© Viciffitudes befal both men and 
cities, and changes too giten hap- 
pen from profperous to adverte, 
Such was the ftate of Athens under 
the fucceffors of Alexander, and fo 
ov trom Sylla down to the ume of 
Augutius. {t thared the fame hard 


CC. 


fate with the Roman empire in ge- 
neral upon the acceilion of Com- 
modus. 

*¢ At length, after a certain pe- 
riod, the barbarians of the north 


began to pour into the fouth, Rome 
was taken by Alaric, and Athens 
was belieged by the fame, Yee 
here we are informed (at leaft we 
learn fy trom hiftory) that it was 
miraculoufly far ed by Minerva and 
Aciuiles, Che yoddefs it feems 
and the hero both of them appeared, 
compelling the invader to raife the 
flee, 

és Synefius, who lived in the fifth 
century, vifited Athens, and gives 
in his epiltles an account of | his 
vilit. Its luftre appears at that 
time to have been greatly dimi- 
nifhed. Among other things he in- 
forms us, that the celebrated por- 
tico or colonade, the Greek name 
of which gave name to the feet of 
ftores, had by an oppreffive procon- 
ful been detpoiled of its fine pic 
and that, on this devatfa- 
tion, it had been forfaken by thofe 
philofophers. 

‘¢ In the thirteenth century, 
when the Grecian empire was cru- 
elly opprefied by the Crufaders, and 
ail things in confufion, Athens was 
belieged by one Segurus Leo, who 
was unable to take It; and, atter 
that, by a marquis of Montierrat, 
to whom it furrendered. 

‘+ Its fortune after this was va- 
rious ; and it was fometimes under 
the Venecians, fometimes under the 
Catalonians, til! Mahomet the Great 
made himfelf mailer of Conftant- 
nople. ‘This fatal cataftrophe (which 
happened near two thoufand years 
atter the time of Pifitiratus) brought 
Athens and with it all Greece mto 
the hands of the ‘Turks, under 
whofe defpotic yoke it has conte 
nued ever fince.” 
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CONJECTURES concerning the DUR ATION of the LATIN 


TONGUE at 


CONSTANTINOPLE, 


[From the fame Work. ] 


AVING mentioned Latin 

Claffics, [beg leave to fubmit 
a conjecture concerning the ftate and 
duration of the Latin tongue at Con- 
itantinople. 

“ When Conttantine founded this 
imperi ial city, he not only adorned 
it with curiofities trom every part 
of the Roman empire, but he indu- 
ced, by every fort of encourage- 
ment, many of the firtt families in 
Italy, and a mulutude more of in- 
ferior rank, to leave their eg 
and there fettle themtelves. We 
may therefore fuppofe, that Latin 
was for a long time the prevailing 
language ot the place, till in ac ourfe 
of years it was fupplanted by Greek, 
the common lan guage of the neigh- 
bourhood, and the fafhionable ac- 
quired language of every polite 
Roman. 

“© We are told, that foon afrer the 
end of the fixth century Latin ceaf- 
ed tobe fpoken at Rome. Yet was 
it in the beginning r of that ce ntury 
that Juftinian pub lifhed his laws in 
Latin at Conttantinople ; and that 
the celebrated Prifcian in the fame 
city taught the principles of the 
Latin erammar. 

* It we defcend to a period full 
later, (fo late indeed as to the tenth 
and eleventh centuries) we fhall find, 
in the ceremonial of the Byzantine 
court, certain formularies preferv- 
ed, evidently connected with this 
fubject. 

** As oftenas the emperor gave an 
imperial banquet, *twas the cuftom 
for fome of his attendants, at pecu- 
liar times during the feaft, to repeat 
and chant the following words— 
RaretoSer Aivs TATE bE Rirgeyu—Pn- 


Cure, Acjanvs TATE aT pec 1) perros ce 
1066 Atus Opa, WoTeve wrinh—" Hy yav- 
Ob we avoere, Acurvi. 

“It may pogibly for a moment 
furprife a learned reader, when he 
hears that the meaning ofthis flrange 
jargon 1s—Aay God preferve your 
Empire— Live, imperial Lords, for 
many years; God lm ghty Je gran ‘— 
l iors my Lords 3 rye "Ye 

¢ But his doubts will foon vanith, 
wv nan he finds this jargon to be La- 
tin, and comes to read it exhibired 
according to’a Latin alphabet— 

* CONSERVET DEVS IMPERIVM 
VESTRVM—VIViTE, DOMINI IM- 
PFRATORES, !N MVLTOS ANNOS; 
DEVS OMNIPOTENS PRAESTE T= 
IN GAVDiO PRANDETE, DOMI- 
NI 

Tis evident from thefe inftan- 
ces, that traces of Lain were {till ree 
maining at Conitantinople, during 
thofe centuries. * (will be then per- 
haps lefs wondertul, if Planudes 
upon the fame fpot fhould, in the 
fourteenth century, appear to have 
underiiood it. We may fuppofe, 
that by degrees it changed from a 
common language to a learned one, 
and that, being thus confined to the 
learned few, its valuable works were 
by their labours again made known, 
and diffufe d among their countryinen 
in Greek trantlations. 

‘© ‘i his too will make it probable, 
that even to the lowett age of the 
Greck empire the ar great libraries 
contained many valuable Latin ma- 
nufcripts ; ; perhaps had entire copies 
of Cicero, of Livy , of Tacitus, and 
many others. Where elfe did Pla- 
nudes, when he tranflated, find his 
originals?” 
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Snort VIEW of ARABIAN LITERATURE. 
[From the fame Work. ] 


66 HE Arabians began ill. 

‘The fentiment of their ca- 
liph Omar, when he commanded 
the Alexandrian library to be burnt 
was natural to any bigot, wheninthe 
plenitude of defpotifm. But they 
grew more rational, as they grew 
lefs bigotted, and by degrees began 
to think, that fcience was worth 
cultivating. ‘They may be faid in- 
deed to have recurred to their an- 
cient character ; that character, 
which they did not reft upon brutal 
force alone, but which they boatfted 
to imply three capital things, 
Hofpitality, Valour, and Elo- 
quence, 

‘* When fuccefs in arms has de- 
feated rivals, and empire becomes 
not only extended but eftablithed, 
then is it that nations begin to think 
of letters, and to cultivate philo- 
fophy, and liberal fpeculation. This 
happened to the Athenians, after 
they had triumphed over the Per- 
fians; to the Romans, after they 
triumphed over Carthage ; and to 
the Arabians, after the Caliphate 
was eftablifhed at Bagdad. 

‘© And here perhaps it may not 
be improper to objerve, that after 
the four firtt caliphs, came the race 
of the Resniade. Thefe about 
thirty years after Mahomet, upon 
the dJettrudtion of Ali, ufurped the 
fovereignty, and held it ninety years. 
They were confidered by the Arabic 
hiftorians as a race of tyrants, and 
were in number fourteen. Having 
made themfelves by their oppretlions 
to be much detetted, the latt of 
them, Merwin, was depofed by Al 
Suffah, trom whom began another 
race, the race of Abbaiflide, who 
claimed to be related in blood to 


Mahomet, by defcending from his 
uncle, Abbas, 

_ ** As many of thefe were far fupe- 
rior in character totheir predeceffors, 
fo their dominion was ot much lon. 
ger duration, lafting for more than 
five centuries. 

‘¢ ‘The former part of this period 
may be called the era of the gran- 
deur, and magnificence of the ca- 
liphate. 

*¢ Almanzur,. who was among 
the firit of them, removed the im. 
perial feat from Damafcus to Bag. 
dad, a city which he himfelf found- 
ed upon the banks of the Tigris, and 
which foon after became one of the 
mott {plendid cities throughout the 
Eaft. 

‘¢ Almanzur was not only a great 
conqueror, but a lover of letters 
and Jearned men. *Iwas under him 
that Arabian literature, which had 
been at firtt chiefly confined to medi- 
cine and a few other branches, was 
extended to fciences of every de- 
nomination. 

‘¢ His grandfon Almamun (who 
reigned about fifty years after) giv- 
ing a full fcope to his love of learn- 
ing, fent to the Greek emperors tor 
copies of their beit books ; employ- 
ed the ableft fcholars, that could 
be found, to tranflate them ; and, 
when tranflated, encouraged men of 
genius in their perufal, taking a 
pleafure in being prefent at literary 
converfations. Then was it that 
learned men, in the lofty language 
of Eaftern eloquence, were call 
Luminaries, that dif; el darknefs ; 
Lords of human kind; of aubom, when 
the world becomes defiitute, it becomes 
barbarous and favage. P 

«© The rapid victories of thefe 

Eaftery 
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Eaftern conquerors foon carried their 
empire from Alia even into the re- 
mote regions of Spain. Letters fol- 
lowed them, as they went. Plato, 
Ariftotle, and their beft Greek com- 
mentators were foon tranflated into 
Arabic; fo were Euclid, Archimedes, 
Apollonious, Diophantus, and the 
other Greek mathematicians ; {fo 
Hippocrates, Galen, and the bett 
proteflors of medicine ; fo Ptolemy, 
andthe noted writers on the fubject 
of aftronomy. ‘The itudy of thete 
Greeks produced others hike them ; 
roduced others, who not only ex- 
lained them in Arabic comments, 
but compofed themielves original 
pieces upon the faine principles. 





SHORT VIEW OF ARABIAN LITERATURE. [153] 


** Averroes was celebrated for his 
philofophy iv Spain; Alpharabi and 
Avicenna were equally admired 
through Afia. Science (to fpeak a 
lirtle in their own ftile) may be faid 
to have extended a Gadibus ufque 
Auroram et Gangem. 

‘* Nor, in this immente multi- 
tude, did they want hiftorians, fome 
ot which, (fuch as Abulfeda, Abul- 
pharagius, Bohadin, and others) 
have been tranilated, and are pe- 
rufed, even in their tranflations, 
both with pleafure and profit, as 
they give not only the outlines of 
amazing enterprizes, but a fample 
of manners, and character, widely 
different trom our own,” 





An ACCOUNT of the ARABIC MANUSCRIPTS, belonging 
to the Escurtat LiprAry in Spain. 


[From the fame Work. } 


“ HIS account is extracted from 
two tair folio volumes, to the 
firft of which volumes the title is 
conceived in the following words. 
“Bibliothece Arabico H [pa Ne E fcu- 
ralienfis, five Librorum ommnium MSS. 
quos drabicé ab auSorihus magnam 
partem Arabo-Hifpanis compofitos Bi- 
blictheca Canobii Efcuralienfis com 
puBitur, Recenfio et Explanatio : 
Opera et Studio Michaelis Cafiri,Syro- 
Maronite, Prefoyteri, S. Theologic 
Defor Sy Regis a Bill ot! (ca, Lin- 
guarumgue Orientalium Interpre‘a- 
tone ; Caroli III. Regis Opt. Max. 
audloritate atque anfpiciiseaita. Tomus 
Prior, Matriti. ‘Antonius Perex de 
Soto imprimebat Anno MDCCLX. 
“This catalogue is particularly va- 
luable, becaule not only each manu- 
ktipt is enumerated, but its age allo 


and author (when known) are given, 
together with large extracts upon 
occation, both in the original Ara- 
bic, and in Latin. 

** From the firit volume it appears 
that the Arabians cultivated every 
fpecies of philofophy and philology, 
as alfo (according to their fyftems) 
jurifprudence and theology. 

‘* They were peculiarly fond of 
poetry, and paid great honours to 
thoie, whom they efleemed good 
yoets. Theit earlieft writers were 
of this fort, fome of whom (and thofe 
much admired) flourifhed many cen- 
turies before the time of Mahomet. 

* The ftudy of their poets ledthem 
to the art of criticifn, whence we 
find in the above catalogue, not only 
a multitude of poems, but many 


works upon compofition, metre, &c. 
We 
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[ts4) ACCOUNT OF THE ARABIC MANUSCRIPTS 


«6 We find in the fame catalogue 
tranflations of Ariitotle and Plato, 
together with their Lives; as alfo 
tran{lations of their beit Greek com- 
mentators, {uch as Alexander Aphro- 
difientis, go and others. 
We find al fo comments of their own, 
and original pieces, formed on the 
principles of the above philofophers. 

i) here too may be found trant- 
ww of Euclid, Archimedes, Apol- 
lonius Pergaus, and other ancient 
mathematicians, together with their 
Greek commentators, and many 
original pieces of their own upon the 
fame mathematical fubje¢ts. In the 
arithmetical part they are faid to fol- 
low Diophantus, trom whom they 
learnt that algebra, of which they 
are erroncoufly thought to have been 
the inventors. 

*¢ There we may findalfo the works 
of Ptolemy trantlated, and many 
original treatifes of their own upon 
the tubject of attronomy. 

“It appears too, that they ftudied 


with care the imp ortant fubject of 


agriculture. One jarge work i i 
ticular is mentioned, compoted by 
Spar tifh Arabian, where every moc 
of culture, and every {pecies of ve- 
retable is treated ; paiture, arable, 
trees, fhrubs, flowers, &c. By this 
work may be perceived (as the edi- 
tor well obferves) how much better 
Spain was cultivated in thofe times ; 
and that fome fpecies of vegetables 
were then tound there, which are 
now loft. 

‘¢ Here are many tracts on the va- 
rioUs parts of ju ritprude nce ; fome 
ancient copies of the Alcoran ; in- 
pumerable commentaries on it; to- 
gether with books of prayer, books 
of devotion, fermons, &c. 

‘ Among their theological works, 
there are fome upon the principles 
ot the myttic divinity ; and among 
their philof plical, fome upon the 


‘ 


I 


fubject of Talifmans, 
and j judicial Afttrology. 
* The’ firft volume, of which 
wines been {pe aking, is elegantly 
printed, and has a leamed preta 
prefixed by the edito , wheret: . 
relates what he has done, together 
with the affittance he has received, 


Divination, 


Wwe 


n he 


as well trom the crown of Spain 
and its minifiers, as from learned 
men, 

** He mentions a fatal lire, which 
happened at the Efcurial, in the 
year 16070; w ani above three thou- 
fand of thefe valuable m: nufcripts 
were deitroyed. He has inthis roe 
lume given an account ~ about 
fourteen hundred 

‘¢ The tecond volume of this valu. 
able work, which bears the fame e 
title with the firit, was publithe: 
Madrid, Ten Vears atter it, in th 
year 1770. 

‘6 Tt contains chiefly the ‘radian 
chronologers, trave lets, and hitt . 
rians ; and, though national pa 
ality may be fomet lenes Saleatial 
yet, as thefe are 
the Spanith Ar abians then emifelves, 
there are many iacidents pref 
which other we rs could not he Ww; 
incidents refpeciung not only the 
fucccilions, and the characte! 
the Arabic-Spanifhh pr inces, butt 


accounts given oy 


country and | ; producti toge- 
ther with obey manners, ae the li- 
terature of its then inhabitants. 

«© Nor are the incidents in thet! 
volumes confined to Spain only. 
Many of them relate to other coun- 
tries, fuch as the growth of fug ir 
in E cypt3 the invention of pa 
there (ot whi ich material there 
manufcripts in the Eicurial hb ; 
of the vear 1180) ; the ule of gu 
powder, carried not only ae 
vining of the fourteenth cen tury 
but eren fo far back (if we can’ 
lieve it) as to the ic yenth centul’ + 
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IN THE ESCURIAL LIBRARY. [155] 


the c efeription of Mecea ; the an- 
r the Arabic language 

and the pr “tice of their mott an i 
ent pen to write in verfe ; their 
7. months, weeks, and method 


tiquity 0 


ot Mnpu ie ation > ti ye1r love tor 
eiry, and rhetoric, uC. 
$6 (> eat heroes “rg rc corded to have 
flourifued among them, fuch as Abe 
delrahmans, and Abi Amer Almoa- 
pheri. 
‘ Abdelrahmans lived in the be- 
inning of the tenth century, and 
Abi Amer Ala oaphert at its latter 
end. The firt, binving fu dued 
innumerable factions ; nd ieditions, 
reigned at Corduba with reput ition 
for titty yee iis, iumMe i 
letters, and his upright adm niltra- 
ton ot juiiice. The fecond, un- 
dertaking the tuition ot a young 
prince (who wis a minor, named 
Hefcham and having retlored peace 
to a turbid kngdom, turned his 
arms fo fu iccef fully agatuit its nu- 
merous invaders, that he acquired 
the honourable name of Almanzor, 
that is, the derender. (See vol. 2d 
of this catalogue, Pages 37, 49, 50+) 
*¢ Aradian Spain had tovits men ot 
letters, and thofe in great numbers ; 
fome, whofe fame was fo extenfive, 
that cven Chriflians came to hear 
them from remote regions of Eu- 
rope, 


, 
es 


ror his lo ve ot 


Pubiie libraries (not Jef than 
feventy) were eftablithed through 
the country ; and noble benefacti- 
ney e to the caufe of let- 
3, at a tine When books, by being 
manuteripts, were fo coilly an arti- 
cle, that tew fcholars were equal to 
the expence of a collection. 

* To the fubjects, alre idly treated, 
were added the lives of their famous 
women ; that is, of women who had 
bee ) famous tor their literature and 


Prune 
lal ‘weve 





*¢ Tis fomewhat ftrange, when we 
read thefe accounts, to hear it af- 
ferted, that the religion of thete 
people was hoitile to literature, and 
this aflertion founded on no better 
reafon, than that the Turks, their 
fucceffors, by being barbarous and 
ignorant, had littie value for ac- 
complifhments, of which they knew 
nothing. 

“ Thefe Spanifh Arabians alfo, 
like their anceilors in the Eaft, were 
great horfemen, and p: articularly 
tond of horles. Accounts are pre- 
ferved both of horfes and camels 
aifo ot theircoin; of the two races 
of Caliphs, the Ommiadax, and 
the Abbaffide: ; ot the firit con- 
queror of Spain, and the conditions 
of toleration granted to the Chrifti- 
ans, whom he had conquered. 

‘¢it farther appears trom thefe 
Arabic works, that not only fugar, 
but filk was known and cultivated 
in Spain. We read a beautitul de. 
fcription of Grenada, and its — 
rons ; as alfo epit: iphs of differe:, 
hinds ; fome of them iene 
to Artic cle gance 

When thatp a fing liquor cofice 
was fied introduced among them, a 
feruple aroie among the devout 
(perbaps from  teeling its exhilira- 
ting qj ality), whether it Was not 
ra <. idden by the Alcoran, under 
the article of wine. A council of 
Mahometan divines was held upon 
the occafion, andthe council luckily 


decreed tor the legality of its ufe. 
(See vol. 2d ofthis catalog rUCy Pe 
~ * ~~ * \ 
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‘The conceflions made by the 
Arabian conqueror of Spain to the 
Gothic prince, whom he fubdued, 
is a ttriking picture of his lenity and 
tol: ration. He neither depofed the 
r plunde ‘red his 


pe ople 


Gothic prince, a 
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people, but, on payment of a mo- 
derate tribure, ttipulated not to de- 
prive them either ot their lives or 
property, and gave them alfo their 
churches, anda toleration tor their 
religion. See this curious treaty, 
which was made about the year 712 
of the Chriltian «ra, in the fecond 
vol. of this catalogue, p. 106. 

“© When the pofterity of thefe con- 
querors came in their turn to be 
conquered, (an event, which hap- 
pened many centuries afterward) 
they did not experience that indul- 
gence, which had been granted by 
their forefathers. 

*¢ The conquered Moors (as they 
were then called) were expelled by 
thoufands ; or, 1f they ventured to 
ftav, were expofed to the carnage 
of a mercilefs inquifition — . 

———pucri, innupteque puclle, 





ACCOUNT OF THE ARABIC MANUSCRIPTs. 


Impofitique regts puvenes ante ora pa. 
rentum, ° 

“¢ It appears that many of thet 
Arvabic-Spanith princes were men ot 
amtable manners, and vreat encou. 
ravers both of arts and letters, while 
Otaers, on the contrary, were ty. 
rannic, cruel, and fanguinary, ° 

‘* There were ufually many kine. 
d ms exifling at the fame time, and 
theie on every Occation embroiled 
Obe With another ; not to mention 
much internal fedition in each par- 
ticular ftate, 

‘© Like their Eaftern anceftors 
they appear not to have fhired the 
{mallett fentiment of civil liberty; 
the difference as to good and bad 
yovernment feeming to have been 
wholly derived, according to them, 
from the worth or pravity of the 
prince, who governed.” , 





OBSERVATIONS concerning the ANCIENT STATE of the 
ISLE of WIGHT, and whether the Tin TRADE was formerly 


carried on from that Ifland. 


[ From Sir Ricuirp WorSsLey’s 


- HE ‘fleof Wightis, by many 

writers, faid to have tor- 
merly been a portion of the main 
land, gradually disjoined by the en- 
croachments of the fea; a notion 
probably taken trom Diodorus Si- 
culus, who mentions a_peninfula 
which he calls Vectis, as the mart 
to which the Cornif merchants ufed 
to bring their tin in carts, But the 
diflance, with many other circum- 
ftances, have caufed it to be doubt- 
ed by fome, whether he really meant 
this ifland. ‘The ingenious Mr. 
Borlafe is of this number, and makes 
nfe of the following argument: 
“The fhort deferipdon which we 
have of the tin trade in Diodorus 
Siculus muit not be omitted, though 
ts too general for Us to learn many 


Hiflory of the Istx of Wiexr. J 
particulars from it. Thefe men, 
fuys he, meaning the tinners, manu- 
facture their tin, by working the 
grounds which produce it with great 
art; for though the land is rocky, 
it has foft veins of earth running 
through it, in which the tnners 
find the treafure, extract, melt, and 
purify it; then fhaping it by mouics 
into a kind of cubical figure, they 
carry it off to a certain ifland lying 
near the Britifh fhore, which they 
call Iétis. For at the recefs of the 
tide, the {pace betwixt the itland 
and the main land being dry, the 
tinners embrace the opportunity, 
and carry the tin in carts, as falt 4 
the Ictis or port; 


mav be, over to 
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ANCIENT STATE of the ISLE of WIGHT. _[i57 


nent and Britain, have this fingu- 
larity, that when the tide is full 
they are real tflands, but when the 
{ea retires they are all but fo many 
penil ntulas. From this ifland the 
merchants buy the tin of the natives, 
and export it into Gaul, and fin. lly, 
through Gaul, by a journey of 
about thirty day S, they bring it 
down on horfes to the mouth of the 
Erydanus, meaning the Rhone. In 
this de {cription it will naturally oc- 
cur to the inquifitive reader to afk 
where this I¢tis was, to which the 
Cornih carried their melted tin in 
carts, and there fold it to the mer- 
chants. I really cannot intorm him; 
but by the Ictis here, it is plain that 
the hittorian could not mean the 
I¢tis or Vettis of the antients, at 
prefeat called the ifle of Wight: for 
he is fpeaking of the Britons of 
Cornwall, and, by the words, it 
fhhould feem theft of the moit wet- 
fern parts ; Tg yao B-tlavixns wale To 
axowincov To ~aArpevoy Berectoy os wales 
wrieg, RC. Ovlos tov xorgiiepov xara- 
Orsvalers Pirclenvees, &ec. that is, thofe 
who live at the extreme end of 
Britain, called Beleriam, find, drefs, 
melt, carry, and tell their tin, &c. 
Now it w vatld be abfurd to think 
thefe inhab:tants thould carry in 
carts their tin nearly two hundred 
nities, tor to diltant is the Iile of 
Wi. sit trom them, when they had 
at leatt as good ports and harbours 
®n thar own fhores as they could 
meet with there; betides, the inha- 
bitants are fuid in the fame para- 
graph, to have been more than or- 
dinarily ¢ vilized | vy converfin: rW ith 
liranvers and me rch: ants. Thoie 
merchants then muft have been 
‘oy converfunt in Cornwail; there 
7" hekhed tor tin, that is, there 
boUvht and thence « xported the tin, 

cy could have no butinefs 


mvTes tae refidence would have 


been in fome of the ports of Hamp- 
fhire, and Cornwall would feareely 
have felt the influence ot their man- 
ners, much lefs have been improved 
and civilized by them at that ditt- 
ance. Again, the Cornith, atrer 
the tin was melted, carried it at low 
water over the I¢tis in carts ; this 
will by no means fuit the fituation 
of the Ifle of Wight, which is at 
leait two miles diftant trom the main 
land ; and never, fo far as we can 
learn, has been alternately an ifland 
and a penini fula, as the tide is in 
and out. ‘The I¢tis, theretore, here 
mentioned mutt lie fomewhere near 
the coat of Cornwall; and muit 
either have been a general name 
for any peninfula or creek (/% being 
a common Cornith word, denoting 
a cove, creck, or porr of traffick), 
or the name of fome particular pe- 
ninfula and common emporium on 
the fame coatt, which has now lott its 
iithmus, name, and perhaps wholly 
dif: ippe ered. by means of fome great 
alterations on the fea thore of this 
country.” Borlate’s Nat. Hitt. of 
Cornwall, § 16, p. 16. 

*¢ With great deterence to fo high 
authority as Mr. Borlate, what an- 
other very ing entous sues has faid 
uponthe fubjec tinaybe given,without 
undertaking to decide upon a quet- 
tion of fo great uncertainty. Mr. 
Whitaker, in his Hittory ot Man- 
cheer, after mentioning that the 
Phameiins had continucd tie tin 
trade to the coatts of Scilly tor near 
three hundred years, favs, ‘+ ‘The 
Grecks of Marieilles tirit followed 
the track of the Phoenician voyag- 
ers, and betore the days ot Polybi: 1S, 
and ab rut two hy indre d years betore 
the age of Chii't, began to thare 
with them in the trade of tin. The 
Carthagimian commerce declined. 
The Mativhan commerce incereated, 

beset 


. ' 2 , 
And in the reign of Auguitus the 
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whole current of the Britith traffic 
had been gradually diverted into 
this channel. ‘Two roads were laid 
acrofs the country, and reached 
from Sandwich to Carnarvon on one 
fide, and extended from Dortetthire 
into Suffolk on the other. The 
reat ftaple of the tin was no longer 
fettled ina diftantcorner of theitland. 
It was removed from Scilly, and was 
fixed in the fle of Wight, a central 
part of the coait, lying equally be- 
twixt the two roads, and better 
adapted to the new arrangement of 
the trade. ‘Thither the tin was ear- 
ried by the Belgw, and thither the 
foreign merchants reforted with their 
wares.” He adds farther, *¢ That 
the Iile of Wight, which, as late as 
the eighth century, was feparated 
from the remainder of Hampfhire 
by a channel no lefs than three 
miles in breadth, was now actually 
a part of the greater ifland, disjoin- 
ed trom it only by the tide, and 
united to it always at the ebb. And 
during the recefs of the waters, the 
Beteons con{tantly pafled over the 
low itthmus of land, and carried 
their loaded carts of tin acrofs 1t.’ 
‘© As Mr. Whitaker produces au- 
thorities tor what he has advanced, 
the curious reacer 1s referred to his 


work tor a more nice invettigation of 


this fubject. But in fupport of the 
fame opinion, | cannot omit the tol- 
lowing remarks offered by a gentle- 
man of the itland : he obferves, that 
at each extremity ot the channel 
between the ifland and Hampfhire, 
the tide rufhes in and out with fuch 
impetuofity as to render thefe parts 
the deepett and mott dangerous ; 
whereas, near the midway, where 
the tides meet, thouch the conflict 
makes a rough water, according as 
the wind may afJut the one or the 


other, there is no rapi lity of 


Cll. 
rent to carry away the toil and de: p 
en the bottom : according! ly we dif 


cover a hatd gray elly beach ten 
extending a great way 7 
channel, a circumitance not to be 
found in any other part of it. Cor. 

re {pond ing with this, on the Ham: 

fliire fide, is a place called com 
poflibly Sesen the narrownefs of the 
pats .* an d on the ifle of W ight, Op. 
pofite thi 9 is a itrait open Toad. of 
at leafi wvo mi iles in length, called 
Rew -itreet, pro! ably fromthe French 
wo! “d Rue, to whi ch the tr. inflation 
of it mig hit alterwards be Added: 
this road, after having crofled the 
foreft, may be traced by an objerv. 
ant eye from St. Autiin’s Gute to 
the weft of Carifbrook cafile, overs 
ficld called North | red, 1) 


acrols the 


and foon to the fo ty fide O) 

itland. fdany i ot this road a 
ot little or no u it this time, an 
unlefs it was heretotore ufed tor th 


purpofe of conveying Un, itis net 
ealy to conyectuic what purpol 
Was to aniwer. 


One more refpectable authority, 
that the ftaple of tin was broug! 
into Ham pthire muit be produ 

‘That learned antiquarian, 


Robert Cotton. in 
entitled, The \] inner a id \j 
how the Kings of Hoyland have 
trom ‘Time to ‘Time jupported and 
repaired their Hjtates,” prin y , 
the year 1609, has the followin 
anecdote. | 
Henry VI. anno 20, by advice 
of his council, took up, by wa) 
purveyance, are it lore of | eral 1 an 
tr anfported itinto Gal col” Cy winere, 


° ve mr P 


by reafon of the dearth, the | 
was extreme. [In anno 31, 
refled all the tin 1a Soutca $0 My é 
Sold it ta bis own projent Ute 


j - 
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RECAPITULATION of Mr. 


Favour of the AUTHENTICILY of the Poems afcribed te 


ROWLEY. 


We do not mean, by inferting this Recapitulation, to exprefs our agree- 
ment in opinion with the learned writer : 
bute of refpect to his inge nious and elaborate performance. 
publicattons, on the other lide of the quettion, will fall under our no- 


ticein the New ANNUAL ReGisTer tor the Year 1782. 


‘WE we confider all, that has 
been faid, we fhall find, that 

there has been full evidence af- 
torded to the following tacts. Firit, 
that Mr. William Canynge, by the 
aflutance of his triend and conteflor 
‘Thomas Rowley, did make a valu- 
able collection of writings. That 
they were depotited in a large cheit 
‘naroom over the north porch in 
St. Marv Redcliffe at Brittol. That 
he took the utmoit care tor the pre- 
fervation of this valuable depolit, 
by having fix keys to the cheit, and 
as many truttees, who were to per- 
form an annual vifitation. Of Kow- 
lev, whole exittence was doubted, 
there has been afforded fufficient 
teiimony trom the reeiiter of Wells : 
andit has been farther fhewn trom 
the ledger of St. Ewin’s, that in 
his time, there were at Brittol fe- 
veral refpectable perfons ot that 
as we may reatonably 
family. It has been 

fhewn, that the writings thus laid 
up, were preferved very fately, ull 
the year at which time the 
chef was broke open: and part of 
the parchments were carried to an- 
other That the remainder 
lay expoted, and was carried Way 
by different perfons. “That Chat- 
terftor 


anid, 


inter, of his 


7329 © 
j-/ 


room. 


Which ua : reat deal Was yy him mil- 
1 and ruined. What was 


appil ul 


ett at his death his widow pit mito 
4 00x, and upon her removal carried 


father hada large fhare ; of 
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; but only to pay a proper tri- 
The decilive 


to her own houfe. That this box 
was fome years atterwards difcovered 
by her fon, when he was about fit- 
teen years old ; and that he at times 
carried off the writings, which he 
ttudied and copied at his matter’s 
othee. Mention has been made of 
his joy, when he found oyt their 
value: of his extafy in {peaking of 
them, and when he read them to 
his triends: of his indignation at 
their being difregarded; which he 
fometimes expretfed in very oppro- 
bious terms. It has been proved, 
that he never took the merit of them 
to himfelt ; but always uniformly 
{poke of them as Rowley’s. For 


this we have the evidence of his | 
._ 4 - i #e 
mother and tuter, and every one of ‘ia 
. . . . " ° - an 
his moit intimate triends, Perfons a 
have been anplhied to, who faw the t 
originals: who faw him with the at 
= ° ° . ‘ 
parchments in his hand; who heard i 
him read trom them; «and were , 
prefent at the time he was copving. i} 
7 . . : “ey : ; 
Several ot t'x meinals are itillin wares 
the hands of Mr. Barrett. U have er 
} ' ‘ ’ : . + ¥e t 
faxewn his finall pretentions to learns 4 
ing, from his firlt companions ; pi 
9 ; 4 ats 
from thofe, woo knew him after. oie 
ee ora * 7-™ Bs " vent 
Wards 3; from the maiter, who aly 
° | | ® 
taucht him; and laftly, trom his vy 
. . . il | 
own telfinony 5 from the writings : Qi 
under Its own fignature, the Te 
ftrongett evidence ot all. That he Bay 
° ’ . . +. 
had orivin betore him, 1s plain ria, 
ae Ls teal yy whiel > oP. ‘ay 
from the helps, to wiieh he ap ia 
plied, to get suiormation. Thete 8 
ee : as ih 
Were ae. 
g 
\ 
\ 
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were Skinner, Kerfey, the finall 
Saxon dictionary, and Chaucer with 
the gloffary. thefe he obt uned, 
when he had been in pofleflion of 
the mannferipts above a year and an 
half: fo that at that feafon, though 
he had copied many of them, he 
Was not pe rtectly matter « ot the lin- 
guage. Indeed, he never attained 
toit. And to this were own? the 
falic glofles and deviations, of which 
areal author could not have been 
guilty. Indeed, nothing can be 
more inconfittent, than to fup pote 
him the author: for it is plain, i 
be compofed the poems, that he 
did not know bis own meaning : if 
he penned the originals, he could 
not read his own writing ; but was 
oblived to others to find out his pur- 
pote. This induces me to dwell a 
litle longer upon the books, which 
he borrowe: d ; as the imterence, 
which naturally refules from that 
circumtlance, feems to be of confe- 
quence. “They were obtained partly 
from Mr. Barrett ; and partly from 
Mr. Green’s circulating library . 
alter he had given to Mr. Cateott 
and Mr. Barrett ma: i copie , ot the 
poems, and fpoken of others, as 
being in his potleihon. ‘This fhews, 
that they were not of his own com- 
polition. For who ever contiructed 
a poem, and then a year or two at- 
terwards turned to a dictionary to 
underftand it? = It may be faid, that 
he had recourfe to thefe helps, in 
order totorin a vloilary. But it he 
had compoled the vertes, furcly he 
could have madea gloifary, without 
the help of either Keriev, or Skin- 
ner: otherwite, as I have urged 
betore, he inult have written, What 
he did not underttand: and that 


{uch fine poctry was the refult of 


ienorance, is not to be believed. 
“Phat the world arole trom chaos, | 
ean cahly imagine: beeaule it was 


by means of a divine hand, Bur 
that a jargon ot words fhould pro- 
dace an Iliad, I cannot conceive 
It ws therefore plain, that he Was 
not the author. 

** T have mentione 4 many of h; 
mifiakes and mit lconcept ions ; onl 
the muittakes of others, which he 
through jen wance adopted, It is 


“a . ~ ; 
with regr tha it l am obliged to 
recu to thy ote mi} inces of his want 
of knowledee in his Saxon and 
Atrican lian In the latter oO! 


which Cabo 1.0; z Gontalvo 

changed to the rock of Lupa and 
the cave of Lobar: the delert ot 
Aaa to the ora » OF Zeira ; and 
the river ‘Tiber is made to run 
throuch Arabia. Plow is it potlibe 
lov oa perion ot fo httle experience 
to have attamed to that liore ol 
knowledve, to that abltrafe and 
condite hillory, with which the 
poems are tr iueht ? ‘Turgott and 
Rowley knew the perk nS, ol whom 


they treated - «ti rd the circumtt ip- 


IC. 


fianees, which they defertbed. But 
Chatterton had not this knowledge. 
ble livedata vreat dittance of ume ; 
and had neither experience, nor 
hifforv, of thefe events, which | 
1s fuppofed to cominemorale. How 
could he potlbly Know the names 
of the Saxon Earls, which occur 
in the Battle of Haftings ; and 
which are not to be found in any 
hittorian 2? ‘They ae indeed 
the: ticated by Doom{day-bo hs 
But dh id he eve r hear ot that bor hf 
or if he did, had he ever accels 
ine? We may 7 afiured that he 
never had. ‘Ihe names of Bertram, 
Normanne, ond man} others, were 
too far out of his reach to have been 
ever attained by him. | he nature 
of this evidence is fuch, as muitict 
afide all fcruples and furmiles: not 
can it be affeéted by any of the po 


pular flores of Chatterton, and his 
inventive 


ar 
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inventive faculty ; nor by the high 
and unwarrantable notions otf his 
parts and genius, As Tf have before 
faid, let him have had every natu 
ral qualification, with which man 
can be bleft ; yet he was not gitted 
with infpiration : and without that, 
he could not have arrived at the 
truths contained in Rowley. And 
let him have forged volumes ; yet 
he never compofed thefe pocms ; 
nor the manufcripts, with which 
they are conneéted, It was impofli- 
ble for him to have hit upon fo many 
hiftorical truths, without any hitto- 
ry to direét him. How could he 
have any intelligence about the mar- 
riage defigned tor Canynge into the 
family of the Widevilles, concern- 
ing which there was no known hif- 
tory? Orof the cruel fine impofed 
upon him for his refufal, which 
was equally unknown? The fame 
may be afked concerning any per- 
fon, who may be fubitituted, as the 
author, in the room of Rowley. 
Thefe evidences not only fhew, 
who did not compofe the poems ; 
but point out, who did. ‘They 
prove, that the intelligence came 
from Redcliffe Tower ; and totally 
make void the notion of an imagina- 
ry third perfon. Rowley muft have 
been apprifed of Canynge’s marri- 
age. He lived at the time; and 
Was interefted in the affair: and it 
was from him, that the hiftory was 
tranfmitted, The whole has fince 
been very fortunately authenti- 
cated, as I have fhewn. The ver 

article of king Edward being at 
Briftol in the year 1467 could 
hardly have been difcovered by 
Chatterton ; as it is, 1 believe, 
mentioned but by one hiftorian. 
Indeed, he does not pretend to have 
known the year: nor is it any where 
fpecitied by Rowley. Yet it has 
been verified by means of the Wor- 

1781, 


ROWLEY’s POEMS. — [161] 


cefter repitter: and every cireum- 
{tance about Canynge’s ordination 
has been verified trom thence. We 
have the like evidence about the 
burning of Redclifle fpire. Row- 
ley mutt have been in fome degree 
an eye-witnels of the event: but 
Chatterton had no hiftory of it; no 
record, excepting what muit have 
come from Rowley. He could not 
have mentioned it without fome 
previous intimation from that quar- 
ter: for no account was elfewhere 
to be had. This, like the two ar- 
ticles above, has fince his death 
been attetted, and by the fame hand : 
by the tcflimony of William of 
Worceftre. If the manufcripts 
were forgeries by Chatterton, thefe 
hittories muft have keen his inven- 
tion: but we have feen them patt 
contradiction certified ; which could 
not have been the cafe, if they had 





been forgeries. They therefore 
cannot have been the mere flights mii 
of a boyifh imagination, but are et 
genuine hiftorical truths. And as ae 
he uniformly faid, that he had them ‘hal 
from Rowley, and as we cannot pea 
reafonably conceive any other means, x: 
it is abfurd to afcribe them to any an | 
other perfon. If all thofe, who mi | 
knew the young man, and have (t 
given their attcftation to the anti- 

quity of the poems, were to be 4 
warped in their principles, or to be Aare 
found miftaken, or were even to re- integl 
tract their evidence ; yet it would ny | 
avail nothing againft thefe proofs. | 
We may proceed upon the fame Rul 
principle in refpect to the Temple rent 
church, which was faid to have ey 
been fo badly conftructed by the firtt +e 
builder, that it fubfided, and | 
bulged. But a better architect pre- bak 
ferved it, by laying a ftronger ie 
bafis, founded on piles. If this 7 9 


account were a forrery by Chatter- 
ton, it could never have beeyby ae 
I. any 
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any means authenticated : but we 
find that it was verified in the year 
1774, about four years after his 
death. 

‘“ jhefe are events, for which 
Chatterton had no voucher, it we 
do not allow him Rowley. But 
even thofe perfon , and thote events, 
which have collateral hittory for 
their confirmation, are often too 
obfcure to be ealily met with ; and 
could) not come within the {phere 
of a bov’s intellivence. We have 
feen, that he makes a foldicr, who 
was later than Tlubba the Dane, 
contemporary With) Hengitt; and 
{peaks of an TInea’s fleet upon the 
coail of Calabar. Can we Imagine 
fuch a novice to be an adept in the 
mott remote, and feeret parts of 
hillory ¢ It cannot be fuppofed. 
Flow could he know any thing otf 
the Blue Briton, and ‘Pinyan ¢ of 
Powts-land, and Matraval; 9 and 
the hiftory of Llowel ap Jevah ? 
Add to thele the numberlets reler- 


! ’ ’ 1 ” . ’ - 
ences and dark ailulions, which con- 
t! pretent themiclyves to the 

: , r\ i: 
‘ca 1 Wm every pret i AV Qe a4 ° 
—— . 1 ° , 
. car is thie ¢ viden C. Wil Which 
' ’ 
thete poems attended. = Ins the 
i 
| Cis Of nit ( \ | | i\ 
‘ . ‘ { ' 
bri i it CCU } O ‘ ee) 
4 = 1 
MN VV. hy ti‘ been | ie ‘ i (- 
rw 
hi L'wi &i \ { t | ly ( 
' 
Menci t! } r | 
’ 
thi Catlricd ! ic ( 
} 
tii ai ar 4 ( . ® ind 
‘ ' 
of the perfon, who tranteribe 


them, being feen in the article of 
trantcribing ; ot their being uni. 
formly attributed to the real author 
Rowley ; concerning whom no 
doubts were ever entertained by the 
beit judges, the people upon the 
{fpot, who were cye-witnefles to the 
facts, upon which my evidence is 
founded. Not the leat fufpicion 
prevailed ; tll feruples and diff. 
cultics arofe at a diftance. This 
external evidenee is neceflarily 
blended with the internal : and 
through the whole courfe of my 
enquiry L have endeavoured to 
prove, that thefe compofitions te. 
quired far more | arning, than fell 
to the lot of the young man at 
Brittol, [have fhewn, that he many 
tines did not compichend the pur 
port of the lines, which he copied ; 
and that he miftook the very cha 
racters, in which they were deferibe 
cl; fo that he fubttituted one 
word for another. This alone, I 
think, falls little fhiort of demon- 
flration, that the poems were by 
another hand. On this account | 
mutt recur to the propofition with 
which I fet out, that every author 
mult know his own meaning. And 
whoever brings a copy of a prot 
writin P tnd docs not underiiane 
that writing, that perfon canno 
the author. In fhert, if a boy pro- 


Ca al } 
duces are put ible exeraile, AG Ele 


+ he 
‘'.* 


not confirue at, there is not ah 
bhoardin r-tchool, but wii 


ulhicr at al 
, * ihe ~ » a0 99 
tell him, he did not make tt. 
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SPEECH of Sir Joseru BANKS 





Bart. Trefident of the Roval 


Society, delivered on Wednefday, November Zoth, 17380, 
being the Day on which the SOCIETY firit aflembled at their 
new Apartinents in Somerfet Place. 


[From the PuiLrosopitcat TRrRANnsacrions.] 


“s Il emotions of gratitude 

in{pired by the very place in 
which, by the munificence of our 
royal patron, we are now tor the 
firit time atlembled, render it 1m- 
pollible tor me to neglect the op- 
sagem which this feafon, when 
ye have been ufed to hear your- 
‘elves addretled from the chair, at 
fords me, of offering my fmall tri- 
bute of ‘acknowledgme nt for a be- 
nefit fo eminently calculated to pro 
mote the honour and advancement 
of this fociety. 

“ Pilablithed origin: lly by the 
munific ence ot a royal tounde) : 
fottered and cncouraved fince that 
time by every fucceilive monarch 
who has fwayed the Britifh teeptre, 
ye have ever proved yourtelves 
worthy the favour of your royal pro- 
tectors. A Newton, who pruned 
his intant wing under your aufpiccs, 
when his maturer flivhts foared to 
Worlds unineafurably dittant, fill 
thought a pl. ice among you an ho- 
nourable dittinétion, A Newton’ 5 
immortal labours, a Boyle, a Flam- 
flead, a Halle y, a Ray, and many 
Others, of whom ‘1 truit itis need- 
lefs to remind you, have made am- 
ple returns for the patronage of tor- 
mer monarchs. 


But bountiful as the encou- 
ravement ye have er. from 
former patrons has ever been, the 
tuvours which foience has, through 
your Intereetlion, re ceived from his 
prefent Majetly (whom God long 
preferve !) have eminently outdone 
their mott extenfive ideas ot lbera- 
lity. Ample fonds, by him provid- 
ed, have enabled you to reward 
men of exrentive kn wledye and 
aoility, tor {pend ng whole years 
inthe fervice of fcience : obferving 
twice the tranfitot the planct Venus 
over the difk ot the fun. At your 
requeft, the public detrayel the 
expence ol conveying thein to the 
mott diitant parts ot the globe we 
inh hit, where the purpot 3 of the ir 
milion, fo important to the feience 
of attronomy, could beit be ful- 
filled ; while ye alone enjoy among 
your fellow-academics the reputation 
of having both fent and rewarded 
them. 

And more; thofe very dona- 
tions were fo liberally planned by 
that attention to ee nee which has 
ever diltincurfhed | pr ‘fent Mas 
jefly’s reign, and will | for ever bear 
teflin my of his enlarged mind, and 
difpolition favour, ible to the advance- 
ment of true knowledge, that the 

L 2 furplus 
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furplus alone enabled you, with his 
royal approbation, to inftitute ex- 
periments on the attraction of moun- 
tains, amidit the barren and bleak 

recipices of the Highlands of Scot- 

and, which then for the firft time, 
beheld inftruments of the niceft con- 
ftruction tranfported to the fummits 
of their pathlefs crags, and men, 
ufed to other habitations, voluntarily 
refiding in temporary huts, eager to 
exprefs a grateful fenfe of their 
royal patron’s liberality, by thus 
promoting to the utmoit the caufe of 
f{cience, in which they were, under 
his protection, embarked. 

«© Gifts like thefe, unfolicited 
and unconditionally beftowed, might 
have fatisfied the impulfes even of 
a princely munificence ; but not fo 
with our royal patron. Amply in- 
formed in every branch of real 
knowledge, he refolved to beftow a 
dtill more diftinguifhed mark of his 
favour on fcience which he loved, 
and in this his laft bett gift has ful- 
filled his royal refolution. 


** Such a donation, fo fuited tg 
our prefent profperous and flourifh. 
ing condition under his royal pas 
tronage and protection, is admirably 
calculated to increafe the refpect, 
great as it is, which ye have ever 
received from the learned of all Ey. 
rope, placing you at once, in every 
point of fplendid accommodation 
as much above all foreign acade- 
mies, as the labours of your learned 
predeceflors had raifed you above 
them in literary reputation, 

“* Let then gratitude to a fove. 
reign, from whom ye have received 
fuch confpicuous encouragement, 
cngage you, by an application toa 
promotion of the fciences ye fevo. 
vally poffefs, to deferve a continu. 
ance of his royal favour ; to mea 
fure your future exertions by the 
ftandard of his princely liberality ; 
and thus fhew the world, that ve 

{till are, as ye always have beea, 
worthy the patronage of your 
’ 


king ! 





ACCOUNT of a SATIRICAL PIECE, by Juan Rum, a 
Spanifh Poet in the fourteenth Century. 


(From the Lerrers from an Encuisn Travenrer in Spat.) 


o Singular poet and fatyr- 

iit now occurs, who has 
efcaped the refearches of Don Ni- 
cholas Antonio, and moit other bio- 
graphers, till difcovered by Don 
Lewis Velazquez, knight of the 
order of St. James. This is Juan 
Ruiz, arch-prieft of Hita, whofe 
works are in manufcript, in the 
library of Toledo, and who flou- 
rifhed in the year 1330. The ma- 
nufcript is ina very imperfect con- 
dition, with many fheets torn out, 


and others unintelligible : theretore 
I thall confine myfelt to a fpectmen 
of a fatyrical piece, as given by 
Velafquez. 

“¢ This poem deferibes a conte: 
between the time of Eating Meat 
and Lent Time, wherein the tormet 
is defeated on Ath Wedneiday, and 
remains ina dejected ttate tll Holy- 
week, when recovering his tpitits 
he entere the lifts and fends a chal 


lenge to Lent, by his fecond, Don 


Breakfait, fixing the time tor com 
, bat 











SATIRICAL, PIECE OF JUAN RUIZ. [16s] 


bat on Eafter-Sunday. Lent, not 
thinking himfelf obliged to receive 
achallenge from one whom he has 
vanquithed, finding himfelf more- 
over enfecbled, and not being able 
to procure a frefh fupply of fea fith, 
to recruit his conititution, promifes 
to meet him at Jecrufalem, drefles 
himfelf like a pilgrim, and makes 
hisefcape on Holy-Saturday. Two 
potent emperors arrive 12 the world ; 
Don Flefh and Don Love. They 
both make a triumphal entry : the 
various mufical initruments are de- 
{cribed, as well as the reception they 
meet with, from all ranks of peo- 
ple: a conteft arifes concerning 
who is to receive Don Love : each 
party offers his reafons and claim for 
a preference, but he refufes them, 
and fhews a predilection to the au- 
thor, asan old fervant of the family, 
and goes to his houfe; but the 
apartments being too {mall for fuch 
{plendid gueits, a tent is fixed, and 
here a poetical defcription is given 
of the four feafons ot the year, i 
the nature of a vifion. The author, 
with the contidence of an old fer- 
vant, enquires of Don Love, where 
he had been during his abfence. 
He anfwers, in the mild climate of 
Andalufia during winter, and com- 
plains, that coming to Toledo in the 
beginning of lent, they had fhut 
the gates of the city againft him ; 
on which he applied to feveral con- 
vents, but none would receive him, 
and at lait was obliged to pafs the 
lent in the town of Caitro, where 
he was kindly entertained. Finally 
recovering his ftrength after lent, 
he went to the fair of Alcala, and 
from thence wandering about the 
country, had left the author in a 
melancholy mood, who not pleafed 
with a folitary life, confulted an old 
trot, called Trota Conventos. This 
‘try old woman advifes him to 


make love to a nun, and paints 
the delight ot fuch amours. ‘rota 
Conventos applies to a mun, to 
whom fhe had rendered former fer- 
vices, {peaks in favour ot the arch- 
pricit, and acts as procurefs between 
them. A long dialogue enfues, 
with the perfuafions of the old Je- 
zabel on one fide, and the refiftance 
and inconveniencies alleged by the 
nun onthe other. ‘Trota Conven- 
tos difplays the character of the 
arch-prieft ;—the nun at lait con- 
fents to receive him on honourable 
terms, and dies in two months. 
The arch-prieft is much grieved, 
and engages the old hag to procure 
him a wife: fhe finds out a Moor, 
who refufes the offer—the author 
relates the fongs he had compofed 
for Jews and Moors, adapted to va- 
rious initruments, and proper for 
dances, and to be fung by blind 
men and {trollers.—‘Trota Sie 
tos dies, the ravages of death are 
deferibed, as well as the ingrati- 
tude of relations and heirs. The 
epitaph of Trota Conventos is 
given. Preventatives are offered 
againft the fudden acts of death, 
which are to be guarded againft with 
the fhield of good works. 

*¢ Such is the main fcope of this 
whimfical poem, many parts of 
which are unintelligible at prefent. 
One of the latt verles fays exprefsly 
that it was finifhed in the year 1378. 
—The work is not detftitute of po- 
etical invention, and feems to be a 
violent fatyr on the times, abound- 
ing with moral reflections, as well 
as lively defcriptions of the vices of 
fome of the principal perfonages of 
the court. At the fame time the 
poct feems to laugh in his eafy 
chair, and might have furnifhed a 
model for Rabelais, who probably 
never faw this poem :—from the 
freedom with which the arch-priett 

L3 has 
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has painted the vices of the times, ‘** Fis vos pequeno libro, de tet 


we may Call him the Petronius of 
Spain. Some of his verfes have the 
fame metre as the Greek and Latin 
hexameters : for inttance, 


mas que de glofa, 
1 
* Non creo quees pequeno, antes 
mul gran plofa,.” 





PROGRESS of the AGRARIAN LAWS at Rome. 


Yrom Dr. Bever’s Hiftory of the LeGat Potitry of the Romax 
STATE. | 


” S the Romans gradually 
. extended their victorious 


aris over the weaker flates of Ltaly, 
they were accutlomed to take a ccr- 
tain portion of the conquered lands 
into their own pofleffion ; part of 
which Was fold by auction for the 
ufe of the public ; and the reit di- 
vided among the poorer citizens, on 
the payment of a {mall quit-rent to 
the treafury, in acknowledgincot of 
the tenure. 

‘ For the better regulation of 
thefe diftributions, various laws had 
been pafled trom time to time, un- 
der che title of Avcrarian, The firti 
of thefe was the Catlan Law, en- 
acted not many years after the be- 
giuning of the confular govern- 
ment; which was tollowed, at dit- 
ferent periods, by many others of 
the fame tmport ; though the intro- 
duction of them was commonly at- 
tended with riot and dfeontent. 

‘¢ The comforts artiing from the 
ENJOY ment of fe parite properry are 
more apt to ftimulate, than to fa- 
tisiv, the appetite; and though a 
fia city of manners, and a happv 
, 
life, may, for awhile, reftrain the 
importunmities of the human paf- 
fiens, they wall naturally arife in 
their demands, with the abrhities 
of the ilate to indulge them. Cato 


1 


orance of the fuperfluities of 


the Cenfor, therefore, of honett 
and trugal memory, clearly fore- 
fecing that Rome was hattening to 
corruption through her own great- 
nets, viyoroutly oppoted the in- 
creating luxury of the age, both by 
his example and authority. For 
this he was rewarded with a flatue, 
by the fuffrages of a cratetul people ; 
and yet, by a ftrange inconfilency, 
more Common than accountable, in 
the contracted {phere of worldly 
politics, he fuffered his inveterate 
prejudices ayuinit an untortunate 
rival to counteract his own zeal, and 
eficctually to defeat his favourite 
plan of reformauon. ‘The dettruc- 
tion of Carthage eafed Rome of her 
fears; and thus the malady grew 
every day worfe, by the removal ot 
the only check that could have pre- 
vented it. 

‘ The richer ciuzens getting 
pofleffion of large tracts of wale 
land, and being confirmed in them 
by long prefeription : adding to 
thefe likewife, either by force of 
purchafe, the finaller pittances « 
their poor neighbours, by degrees 
became mafters of territories nite 
of farms. Asa farther grievance, 
the management of thefe was nonsig 
committed to the care ot flaves 5 
whereby the multiplication of the 


q - : - . : sai * uch 
free inhabitants was impeded ; f - 
- 
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gs remained were opprefled by pe- 
nury, exactions, and military {er- 
vices ; or, if lete unemployed, were 
enervated by idlenels, without lands 
of their own to occupy ; and ex- 
cluded the privilege of earning their 
bread upon thofe of others, by cap- 
tives and foreigners. 

« Such enormous monopolies 


once more raifed the indignation of 


tribunitian patriotifm, and gave 
birth to the famous Licinian law, 
fo denominated trom its author, Li- 
cinius Stolo. By this it was or- 
dained, that no citizen, of what 
flation foever, fhould poffeis more 
than five hundred acres to his own 
fhare ; nor maintain more than one 
hundred head of large, and five 
hundred of {mall cattle ; and that 
a certain number of tree men fhould 
be conftantly employed in the bufi- 
nefs ot hufban dry ° 

‘This law was admirably fuited 
tothe modeft ideas of a republic ; 
and well calculated to preferve the 
juit equipoife between the higher 
and lower orders of the community. 
While it fupplied the nobles with 
fuflicient affluence to command all 
that refpect which was due to their 
ftation, it deprived — of the 
power of corrupting or depretling 
the poor: and while it _ 
that diitinétion of rank, which i 
a ntial to the dignity snd COO. ‘or. 

er of civil government, it prevented 
ot common people from becoming 
a burden to the fate, by enablin: y 
them to maintain their families w ith 
their da uly labour. ‘That no fanc- 
tlon micht be wanting toinfure the 
operation of a law of fuch extenfive 
IMportance, it was guarded like- 
wile by oaths, fines, and fortei- 
ture, 

It might well have been ex- 

pected that thefe he; avy pen ilties, 
eaturced by fuch folemn obli; cations, 


,ARIAN LAWS. [167] 


would have checked the growth of 
this crying evil for ages to come, 
But the bett-concerted defigns of 
human wifdom foon become linpo- 
tent and inefhicacious, when oppot- 
ed by the cravine’s uo! AVATICe, the 
infolence of power, and the auda- 
city of ambition. No fooner was 
the law patled than it was broken 
by the author himielf; whois the 
firft upon record that became the 
object of its feverity. 

** This well-timed example, moft 
probably, put a ftop to any grofs 
and open violation of it tor the pre- 
fent; though it was far trom being 
a fufficient barrier againft the fue 
ture courfe of the evil itfelf, The 
more cautious and cireumfpect 
evaded the prohibitions, by making 
purchafes under borrowed names ; 
while others, more daring, fet them 
at open defiance. A law, defigred 
to humble the pride of tiches, and 
give countenance to parfimony, was 
ill adapted to the 7 ring views of 
the conqucrors of Carthage an d 
phe cams The ancient abutles 
gathered ttrength trom the fuccefles 
ot Qe ftate ; and were daily re- 
newed, with many aggravations, 
threatenins the urter ruin of the 
indultrious hi ifbandiman, and the 
extinétion of po p' lar liberty. 

*¢ \While avarice and rapine were 
thus ran ring at free quarter over 
the patrimony of the poor, one 
{irenuous effort was made to repel 
their hottile invations, by the virtue 
and courage of the famous ‘Tiberius 
Sempronius Gracchus ; a youthful 
hero, adorned with every valuable 


accomplithinent of the genu ine Ro- 


man. Me te ing with pity at the de. 
folate view ot th ic Hetrurian pli uns, 
torfaken by their native inhabitants, 
and over-run by foreign flaves ; ani- 
mated likewife by the cries of the 
whole people, who importunately 


Le demanded 
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demanded the reftitution of the ali- 
enated lands, he refolutely ftood 
forth the advocate of their deferted 
caufo. 

« Armed with the power of the 
tribunate, he meditated an excel- 
lent fcheme of redrefs ; and engaged 
feveral other eminent perfons, who 
had yet efeaped the general conta- 
gion, to fupport it with their united 
authority. ‘The candid and equit- 
able principle upon which this law 
wa ivomed, is a convincing proof 
both ot lis wifdom and moderation ; 
for it may be truly afirmed, that a 
gentler remedy was never beiore 
applied to fo defperate a mifehicf, 
Free from the impolitic and male- 
volent defire of reducing all orders 
to one common level, his only ob- 
ject was to preferve the proper dif- 
tinction between each ; by bringing 
back the rich within the pale oi 
thofe Jaws which they had fo fhame- 
fully tranfgreffed ; and by re“oring 
the poor to thofe rights of which 
they had been fo unjuttly deprived, 
To quict the apprehentions of the 
offenders, he remitted the fines in- 
{liked by the Liciaiaan law; and to 
alleviate their hardthips, directed 
that the value of the lands to be re- 
fiyned fhould be repaid out of the 
public treafury. As a farther in- 
dulgence, he allowed the heir of the 
tumily to retain two hundred and 
fittv. acres, over and above. the 
eftate poflefled by his father. 

* The humble cominonalty, am- 
ply fatisfied with the propofed re- 
formations, would willingly have 
buried all former acts of injuttice in 
total oblivion, on condition only 
of having their poffefhons fecured 
from any future Incroachments, But 
the opulent landholders, enraged at 
the law by the intiigations of ava- 
rice, and at the author by refent- 
ment and peiverfencts, {tyove to 


alarm the jealoufy of the people 
againit Tiberius, by charging him 
with a defign to introduce innova. 
ons, and excite commotions in the 
ftate. The powers of eloquence 
however, exerted in fo jufta caufe, 
rendered him invincible ; and his 
adverfaries, confounded bythe force 
of it, had recourfe to the common 
expedient of dividing the tribuni. 
tian authority againit itfelf; by 
prevailing upon Oétavius, another 
of the fame body, to interpofe his 
negative. 

*¢ But this injudicious refittance 
crved only to aggravate the evil, 
which it meant to remove. It in- 
flamed the zeal of the intrepid Ti- 
berius ; provoked him to > 
the mild and humane defign of his 
firft \.w, and to bring in another, 
much more fevere upon the en- 
groffers of lands ; enjoining them 
to give up immediately whatever 
they potietled, contrary to the per- 
million of the laws then in being, 
The diffenfions ftill increafing, he 
went farther ; fufpended the magifs 
trates from the exercife of their 


refpective jurifdictions, fealed up- 


the treafury, and put an entire 
ftop to the ordinary courfe of public 
buiinefs, 

‘¢ After various fruitlefs attempts 
to reconcile the contending parties, 
Tiberius, by his fuperior influence 
over the people, depofed Odavius 
from his office of tribune ; and 
having thus violently overpowered 
all oppotition, his law was confirmed 
by the voice of the ** comitia,” and 
himfelf appointed one of the com- 
miflioners to regulate the intended 
diftribution. At the fame time, [0 
fecure the affection of his fellow- 
citizens, he took advantage of @ 
fingular bequeft, lately made by 
Attalus hing of Pergamus, of his 


whole dominions and fortune to the 
Roman 
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Roman people ; and ggg that 
the ready money, left by this in- 
fatuated prince, fhould be divided 
among fuch of the poor as had ob- 
tained a fhare of the public lands, 
to enable them to improve their 
farms ; and as to the cities and ter- 
ritories, he denied the difpofal of 
them to the fenate, infilting that 
the right belonged to the people in 
general, whofe pleature he fhould 
confult upon that occafion. 

“ To protect him againft the 
malice of the exafperated nobles, he 
was clected tribune for another year ; 
and, itrengthened by this renewal 
of his authority, gave daily proots 
of the fincereft attachment to the 
popular caufe. But his enemies, 
watching his moft innocent motions 
with an eye of prejudice, carried 
the folly of fufpicion to fo great a 
length, as to interpret a fudden cle- 
vation of his hand toward his head 


(defigned by him{elf only as a fignal 
of dittrefs in the heat of a tumult) 
into the demand of a diadem. What 
was fuggeftion only in the ** forum,” 
was truth in the fenate. The mem- 
bers of that haughty body, tremb- 
ling for their ufurped property, 
were clamorous with the conful to 
avenge them of the tyrant. But 
that wifeand juft magittrate refuflng 
to pats fentence before the guilt was 
proved, Scipio Nafica, whom fear 
and felt-intereit alone had fuddenly 
transformed into a champion of h- 
berty, rufhed out, at the head of 
defperate partizans, upon the de- 
fencelefs tribune ; and put him to 
a barbarous and ignominious death 
with a vile weapon, the ufe of which 
couklonly have been excufed againtt 
a favage and noxious animal: and 
thus fell ‘Tiberius Gracchus, an il- 
luttrious victim to a rapacious and 
ynplacable fenate.” 





OBSERVATIONS on the TREATMENT of the FAJR SEX 


in different Countries. 


{From Dr. Falconer’s Remarks on the Influence of Climate, Sc. on the 
Difpofition and Temper, &c. of Mankinv.] 


* TDOLITENESS and clegance 
of behaviour have always 
attained to the greateft perfection in 
temperate climates: this has been 
owing infome meafure to the greater 
pertection of arts in general. But 
[ apprehend, that the difpofition of 
the people to activity, joined with 
a degree of fenfibility; and a go- 
vernment with fome fhare of liber- 
ty, and which confequently admits 
of a free communication of fenti- 
ment, are the principal reafons. 
** The laft of thefe, as far as re- 
lates toa free intercourfe of com- 


pany and converfation between the 
fexes, is perhaps the moft active 
caufe of any, and fubfifts only in 
moderate climates ; the temale fex, 
in cold ones, being difregarded, 
and in hot ones, being in a ttate of 
confinement. While in Afia the 
fair fex are confidered only as 
a poffeffion, in Europe they are 
objects of tendernets, efteem, and 
rational attachment. This infpires 
a habit of attentive and refpecttul 
behaviour ; their beauty exc tes ad- 
miration and love ; oe | even their 
very weaknels adds force to their 

infiuence, 
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influence, under the idea of deli- 
cacy. Generofity prevents op- 
preffion, where there can can be 
no refiftance ; and roufes valour and 
gallantry in their defence. What- 
ever they fay is heard with peculiar 
attention ; and even their foibles 
are conitrued into perfections. Be- 
fides, by their being at liberiy, they 
are enabled to take a part in the 
bufinefs of the world; to manage 
domeftic aftairs, which are there re- 
garded as their peculiar province ; 
and to bear an almoft equal part in 
the adventures of life; and thus to 
render themfelves objects of eiteem, 
when their perfonal attractions are 
no more. 

‘¢ Another circumftance highly 
favourable to the influence of the 
fair fex, in moderate climates, is, 
that in them their beauty and un- 
derftanding accompany each other ; 
fo that a woman 1s atthe fame time 
an objeét of pailion and of refpect. 


This circumiiance, joined tothat of. 


there being but one object, (poly- 


amy not being practiied) and of 
samy S$} 


confequence the hopes of offspring 
depending on her only, inhances 
much their confequence in fociety : 
and of courfe tends to render the 
manners of the other fex fuch as 
are agreeable to them ; that is, atten- 
tive, polifhed, and elegant. 

‘6 In Afia, the cate is directly 
the reverie: the women are there 
fecluded from converfation with the 
other fex, and are regarded chiefly 
in the light of an obje€t for the 
gratification of paffion; and even 
this regard is divided among a 
number. Their beauty is tranfient, 
their manners difpofed to be profli- 
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gate, and their minds uncultivated - 
they bear no part in the affairs of 
life, and are efteemed to be in ap 
inferior ftation in point of rank ; 
confequently, they can neither be 
objects of refpect, efteem, or ra. 
tional attachment. No wonder then 
that the other fex fhould be little 
difpofed to cultivate a mode of be- 
haviour adapted to their inclina. 
tions. In very cold countries, the 
fair tex, though under no reftraint 
In point cf perfonal confnement, 
are, as [ have before remarked, but 
little rei pe fed . and of confequence 
their intercourfe with the other fex 
has but litrle effect upon the man- 
ners. In Rutha, until or late years, 
they were held to be fearcely fupe- 
rior to domettic fervants ; were ac- 
cuftomed to be beaten, at the plea- 
fure of their hufbands; and even 
the fign of efpoufal itfelf, was an 
inftrument of chattifement. By 
communicatien with other nations, 
this brutality is in a great meafure 
worn off ; and Ruffia, in conte- 
quence, rifes in the eiteem and 
refpect of Europe: enough, how- 
ever, is yet left to fhew the natural 
difpofition of the people. 

“© Some refpectable writers have 
attributed this fituation of the fe- 
male fex in cold climates, to the 
rude {late of the people, but with- 
out reafon. Our ancettors, the an- 
cient Germans, whole county, 
though cold, was not extreme 18 
degree, held the fair fex mm me 
highcit eftimation, and even vene- 
ration ; and the fame 1s the cafe 
with the favage nations in fome ot 
the more temperate climates o 
America,” 
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Upon the USE of TEA, 


det ie. 28 o 


- 


[From the fame work.] 


os 


EA appears, from the beft aft mentioned, tends to corrupt the 
experiments, to produce morals of the people : and, in my 
fedative effects upon the nerves, di- Opinion, by the effects it produces 
minifhing their energy, and the upon the nerves, contributes to 
tone of the mufcular fibres, and abate courage, vigour, and fteadi- 
inducing a coniiderable degree, both nefs of mind : circumftances furel 
of fenfibility and irritability, upon of themfelves fufficient to difcredit 
the whole tyftem. It allo promotes its ufe, with thofe who are engaged 
the thinner evacuations very power- in any ‘Sreation of lite that requires 
fully, and diminifhes the flefh and exertion and refolution. Perhaps, 
bulk of thofe who ule it. Thefe however, in the hot climates of 
effects tend to impair the ftrength, China and India, the ule of this 
and promote the other cx nfequences liquor may not be fo prejudicial as 
of it upon the nervous fyftem in the colder ones: it may there 
above defcribed. Hence the ufe of tend to abate the wearinefs occafion- 
tea has been found very agreeable ed by heat, and, asa grateful dilu- 
to the ftudious, efpecially thofe en- ent, promote the thinner evacua- 
gaged in the compofition of works tions ; which poflibly may, by cauf- 
of genius and imagination; and ing it to pafs off quickly, counteract, 
hence it is emphatically ftyled the in fome meafure, its bad effects. 
poet’s friend. But, on the other But the noxious qualities of this 
hand, I believe that, at leaft with plant are not unknown even in its 
us, it has had the effect of enteebling native countries. The Japanefe are 
and enervating the bodies of our fubjcct to the diabetes, and to con- 
people, and of introducing feveral fumptive diforders refembling the 
diforders that arife from laxity and atrophy, from its ufe ; and the 
debility ; and has been of ftill worfe Chineic, it is faid, are fo fenfible 
confequence in making way for the of thefe confequences, that they 
ufe of {pirituous liquors, whichare rarely drink green tea at all, which 
often taken to relieve that depreffion is the mott remarkable for thefe et- 
which tea occafions. fects. Perhaps the diminutive fta- 
** From thete effects of tea, Tean- ture, and cowardly, and at the fame 
not but think that its confequences, time acute and tricking difpofition 
on the whole, have been highly of the Chinefe,* may be owing, 
prejudicial. It evidently injures inno fimall degree, tothe ufe of this 
the health, and, by the confequences vegetable.” 
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LAWS 


of CHIVALRY. 


[From the Hitiory of the Chevalier Bayarp.} 


ts HE fubfequent articles were 

agreed to, and obferved, at 
the firft tournament that was held in 
Germany, in the year 938, at the 
city of Magdeburg, by Henry the 
Fowler. 

“ T, That in following time, a 
euftom fhould be obferved and kept 
in Germany, and the countries 
thereto belonging, from three years 
to three years (at the leait), to ce- 
lebrate joufts and tourneys tor exer- 
cife, and to know the nobility re- 
forting tothem. That all princes, 
lords, barons, and gentlemen of 
noble extraction, being well armed 
and honourably accoutred, fhould 
be welcome to them. From thete 
tourneys were to be excluded all 
fuch as could be detected of blaf- 
pheming the facred name of God, 
the mott Holy ‘Trinity, and the 
Chritlian Catholic Religion. If 
any fuch perfons (itanding  up- 
on the nobility of their extrac- 
tion) duit be fo bold as to  pre- 
fent themfelves in this affembly ; 
we ordain, will, and it is our plea- 
fure, that they thould be difmount- 
ed, and deprived ot their hortes 
and linces : and, as u note of intamy 
dor ever aiter, fo long as the tour- 
ney ihall endure, fuch a man mutt 
ride upon the bars, or rails, asa 
man expofed to the fcorn of the 
WwW hole alembly. 

“ 11, Whatfoever perfon of the 
nobility, thar thall (advifedly and 
wilfully ) {peak evil ot the emperor's 
perfon, blime or contemn his ordi- 
pances and commands, and retit 
them in deed or word, he fliall be 
ignominioully expulted trom the 
rournes ,» lofe his horfe and ride the 


rails, 


*¢ III. Any man of the nobility, 
that hall outrage, or abute (iy 
word or deed) the honour of a wite, 
maid, or widow, and {hall poflefs 
himfelf (by force and violence) of 
their goods and poffeffions, or flat! 
give aid and help, to fuch as fhall 
fo wrong and abufe them ; he {halt 
lofe his horfe and ride the rails. 
_* IV. From thefe tourneys are 
likewife excluded all gentlemen, at- 
tainted and convicted of crimes, ci- 
thor of talfhood, perjury, or breach 
of faith. Whofoever, being fuch an 
offender, fhall dare to prefent him- 
felf within the lifts; it 1s the lofs of 
his horfe, and riding the rails. 

*¢ V. Whofoever hath betrayed 
his lord, and by fraud,or craft hath 
forfaken him, either in going, being 
there, or returning from war, or 
elfe hath perfuaded his lords fer- 
vants to do fo: whofoever hath not 
affitted and defended his fellow-citi- 
zen, his fervants or other perfons 
(that did put themfelves into his 
faferuard and protection) from all 
injuttice and violence, but hathcoun- 
felled and procured the contrary, 
and by fear and cowardice, by 
imtellivence and wicked practice, 
left and forfook them, when he 
ought and might have protected him 
or them ; for ever he is to be es- 
cluded trom joufts and tourncys: 
but if he dare prefume to prefent 
himfelf at any, as a manitett note ot 
fame and intamy, he mutt lofe his 
horfe, and ride the rails. 

“ VI. Whofoever thall have pro- 
cured the death of his wife, or prac 
tifed and given confent thereto: 
whofoever alfo hath favoured, g'¥- 
en counfel, or lodged the murder- 
ers of his foyereign lord, _ oe 
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fore, or after his death ; he fhall 
(to all perpetuity) ftand banifhed 
trom thefe tourncys, with the lots 
of his horfe, and riding the rails in- 
{lead thereof. 

“ VII. Whofoever hath perpe- 
trated or committed facrilege, and 
difpoiled fanctified places of their 
coods and riches: or hath ufurped 
by foree and violence, thofe be- 
longing to widows, and orphans, 
without making retlitution (vices, 
which ought to be reproved and 
punifhed above any other, efpecially 
in a gentleman of honour,) he 1s 
to be expulfed from thefe joutts, af- 
ter he hath loft his horfe, and ridden 
the rails. 

“ VIII. Whofover fhall furprife 
his enemy by treafon, either befere 
he hath challenged him, or after, 
and fhall purfue him in any other 
fort, than as is allowed by the laws 
of war; burning his houfes and 
granges, tearing up his vines and 
corn, by means whercot, dearth of 
thefe fruits of the earth may bring 
hurt and damage to the common- 
wealth : whofoever alfo, either by 
himfelf, or fome other by his intel- 
ligence, fhall lye thievifhly lurking, 
and waiting on the high ways for 
him: all thefe having loft their 
horfes, thall ride the rails. 

“ 1X. Whofoever thall opprefs 
bis fubjects or fervants with novel 
impofitions, taxes, and fubfidies, e1- 
ther by land or water(without know- 
lege and permiffion of his chief fove- 
reign lord) for augmenting and en- 
crealing his own private demetnes ; 
and whofoever in the lands and 
marches under his government, fhall 
ImMpoie any taxation upon toreign 
commodities, by means whereof, 
itrangers fhall be robbed and ill en- 
treated, and traflic and commerce 
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hindred; he fhall have his horfe 
taken trom him, and ride the rails. 
‘© X. Whofoever (being married) 
fall be convicted of adultery ; if he 
be a widower, and fhall maintain a 
married wife, a religious fifter, or 
a deyout woman; if he fhall be a 


meflenger to the low countries of 


women, or of devoted fifters, and 
nuns, or fhall have forcibly taken 
them for his ufe; let him be banifhed 
for ever from the noble aflembly of 
joufts and tourneys, deprived ot his 
horfe, and fent away in a fhirt of 
mail, or fet to ride on a wooden 
hobby horfe. 

*¢ XT. If any one of noble ex- 
traction, being not fatisfied with 
fuch goods, as came to him by 
birth, kindred and inheritance, or 
otherwife won and conquered, by 
wages and penfions from his prince ; 
but fhall make himfelf a tarmer of 
goods, fruits, or commodities of 
any other, under borrowed names, 
becaufe he dare not himfelf avouch 
it; he is for ever to be banifhed 
froin this noble affembly of joutts 
and tourneys. But if his boldnefs 
maketh him to prefume thither and 
is feen there; let him lofe his 
horfe and ride the rails. 

‘© XII. If any man fliall prefent 
himfelf at a jouit or tourney, under 
fhadow and pretence, that he hath 
been enabled by his prince, and 
therefore prefumeth to march equal, 
ayd asa peer with them of ancient 
nobility, and cannot be juttified by 
hisown birth in the fourth degree, by 
the father’s ftock, or by the mother’s 
fide at the leaft: fuch @ gentleman 
of the firit edition, ought to be beaten 
with rods, and fwitches, his horfe 
taken from him, and he to ride the 
rails.” 


ENQUIRY 





ENQUIRY into the LORENZO of Dr. Younc’s 
Tuovucnts. 


{From Mr. Crorr’s Life of Younc, in Jounson’s Lives of the P 


he HETHER you think with 

ine, [know not; but the fa- 
mous ** De mortuis nil nifi bonum” 
has always ftricken me as favouring 
more of female weaknefs than of man- 
ly reafon,Cenfure is not heard beneath 
the tomb any more than praife. De 
mortuis nil nift verum—De vivis 
nil nifi bonum—would approach 
much nearer to good fenfe. After 
all, the few handfuls of remaining 
duft which once compofed the body 
of the author of the Night Thoughts, 
feel not much concern whether 
Young paffes now for a man of for- 
row, or tor a fellow of infinite jeft. 
To this favour muft come the whole 
family of Yorick.—His immortal 
part, wherever that now dwells, is 
{till lefs folicitous on this head. But 
toa fon of worth and fenfibility it 1s 
of fome little confequence whether 
contemporaries believe, and potte- 
rity be taught to belicve, that his 
debauched and reprobate life caft a 
Stygian gloom over the evening of 
his father’s days, faved him the 
trouble of teigning a character com- 
pletely deteftable, and fucceeded at 
laft in bringing his grey hairs with 
forrow to the grave, 

‘© The humanity of the world, 
little fatistied with inventing perhaps 
amelancholy difpofition for the ta- 
ther, proceeds next to invent an ar- 
gument in fupport oftheir invention, 
and choofes that Lorenzo fhould 
be Young’s own fon. The Bio- 
graphia pretty roundly afferts this 
to be a fact; of the abfolute 
impoflibility of which the Bio- 
graphia itlelf, in particular dates, 
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contains undeniable evidence. Read- 
ers I know there are of a {trance 
turn of mind, who will hereafter 
perufe the Night Thoughts with 
lefs fatisfaction ; who will wifh they 
had been itil deceived : who will 
quarrel with me for difcovering that 
no fuch character as Lorenzo eve; 
yet difyraced human nature, or 
broke a tather’s heart. Yet would 
thefe admirers of the fublime and 
terrible be offended, fhould vou fet 
them down tor cruel and tor favage. 

** Of this report, inhuman tothe 
furviving fon, if it be untrue, in 
proportion as the character of Lo- 
renzo is diabolical, where are we to 
find the proots ? Perhaps it is clear 
from the performance ittelf. From 
the firit line to the laft of the Night 
Thoughts no one expreflion can be 
difcovered which betrays any thing 
like the father. In the fecond Night 
I find an expretlion which betrays 
fomething elfe ; that Lorenzo was his 
friend ; onc, it is poilible, of his 
former companions ; one of the 
Duke of Wharton’s fett. The 
poet ftyles him gay friend—an ap- 
pellation not very natural from 4 
pious incenfed fatherto fuch a being 
as he paints Lorenzo, and that being 
his fon. 

“ But let us fee how he has 
{ketched this dreadtul portrait, from 
the ficht of fome of whofe -catures 
the artift himfelf muf have turned 
away with horror !—A fubject more 
fhocking, if his only chald really 
{fat to him, than the crucifixion of 
Michacl Angelo; upon the horrid 


{tory told of which, Young com 
pole 
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fed a fhort poem of fourteen lincs 
in the early part of life, which he 
did not think deferved to be repub- 
jifhed. ; 

‘6 In the firft Night, the addrefs 
to the poet’s fuppofed fon is, 

«“ Lorenzo, Fortune makes her court to 

thee.”’ 

« In the fifth Night— 

« And burns Lerenzo itill for the 
fublime 

Of life? To hang his hairy neft on 
high ?” 

Is this a picture of the fon of the 

rector of Wellwyn ? 

“ Kighth Night — 

“ In forcign realms (for thou has travell’d 
far)—" 

which even now does not apply to 

his fon. 

“ In Night five — 

« So wept Lorenzo fair Clariffa’s fate, 

Who gave that angel-boy on whom he 
dotes, ; 

And died to give him, orphan’d in his 
birth !”” 

« At the beginning of the fifth 
Night we find — 

“ Lorenzo! to recriminate is juft. 
I grant the man is vain who writes for 
praife.” 

“ But, to cut fhort all enquiry, 
if any one of thefe paflages, if any 
paflage inthe poems, be applicable, 
my friend fhall pals for Lorenzo, 
The fon of the author of the Night 
Thoughts was not old enough, when 
the Night Thoughts were written, 
to recriminate, or to be a father. 
The Night Thoughts were begun 
immediately atter the mournful c- 
vents of 1740. The firlt Nights ap- 
pear in the Stationers books as the 
property of Robert Dodiley, mn 
1742. The Pretace to Night Seven 
is dated July the 7th, 1744. The 
Marnage, in confequence ot which 
the fuppofed Lorenzo was born, 


happened in April, 1732. Young’s 


child was not born till June 1733. 
In 1740 this Lorenzo, this finithed 
infidel, this father, towhofe education 
Vice had for fome years put the laft 
hand, was only feven years old. A 
anecdote of this cruel fort, fo open to 
contradiction, fo impoffible to be 
true, who could propagate ? Thus 
cafily are blafted the reputations of 
the living and of the dead, 

** Who then was Lorenzo ? ex. 
claim the readers I have mentioned. 
It he was not his fon, was he not 
his nephew, his coufin ? 

** ‘Thefe are queitions which I do 
not pretend to anfwer. For the fake 
of human nature, I could with Lo- 
renzo to have been only the creation 
of the poet’s fancy. “That this was 
the cafe, many cxpreffions in the 
Night ‘Thoughts would feem te 
prove, did not a paflage in Night 
Eight appear to fhew that he had 
foincbody in his eye for the ground. 
work at leait ot the painting, Love- 
lace or Lorenzo may be feigned 
characters; but a writer does not 
feign a name of which he only gives 
the initial letter : 

“ Tell not Califta. She will laugh 

dead, 
Or fend thee to her hermitage with 
L.—-.’ 

“ The Biographia, not fatisfied 
with pointing out the fon of Young, 
in that fon’s lite-time, as his father’s 
Lorenzo, travels out of its way into 
the hiftory of the fon, and tells of 
his having been torbidden his college 
at Oxford tor mifbehaviour, and of 
his long labouring under the difplea- 
fure of his father. How fuch anec- 
dotes, were they true, tend to illu- 
{trate the Lite ot Young, it is not 
eafy todifcover. Ifthe fon of the au- 
thor of the Night Thoughts was in- 
deed torbidden his college, for a time, 
at ove of our univerfities, the author 
of Paradife Loft was difgracefully 

ejected 
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ejefted from the other, with the ad- 
ditional indignity of public corporal 
correction. From juvenile follies who 
is free? Were Nature to indulge 
the fon of Young with a fecond 
youth, and to leave him at the fame 
time the experience of that which is 
patt, he would probably pafs it dif- 
ferently (who would not ?) he 
would certainly be the oceafion of 
Tefs uncafinefs to his father ;—but, 
trom the fame experience, he would 
as certainly be treated in a different 
manner by his father. Young was 
a poet: poets (with reverence be it 
fpoken) do not make the bett pa- 
rents. Fancy and imagination tel- 
dom deign to ttoop trom. their 


ESTIMATE OF MR. RICHARDSON’s MERIT, 


heights ; always ftoop unwillingly 
to the low level of common duties 
Aloot from vulgar life, they purfuc 
their rapid flight beyond the ken of 
mortals, and defcend not to earth 
but when obliged by neceflity. The 
profe of ordinary occurrences is be- 
neath the dignity of poetry. 

** Yet the fon of Young would 
almoft fooner, I know, pafs for a 
Lorenzo, than fee himfelf vindicat- 
ed, at the expence of his father’s 
memory, from follics which, if it 
was blameable in a boy to have com- 
mitted them, itis furely praife-wor- 
thy in a man to lament, and cer- 
tainly not only unneceffary but 
crucl in a biographer to record,” 





ESTIMATE of Mr. RICIHARDSON’s MERIT. 


{From Mr. Sreriock’s Letters.] 


sé OU have wit, tafte, fenfe, 

and fentiment, and vou 
don’t like Richardfon. Well, that 
is to me aftonifhing. He has but 
one great fault, and unfortunately 
every body feels it. The dcefeet 
might be cured ; and it is, In my 
opinion, an object well worthy the 
attention of the nation to have it 
remedied. 

« Richardfon’s views were grand, 
His foul was noble, and his heart 
was excellent. He tormed a plan 
that embraced all human nature. 
His objet was to benefit mankind. 
His knowledge of the world fhewed 
him that happinefs was to be attain- 
ed by map, only in proportion as he 
practifed virtue. His good fenfe 


then thewed him that no practical 
{yfiem of morality exitted ; and the 
fame good fenfe told him that ho- 
thing but a body ot morality, put 


,. 
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into action, could work with efficacy 
on the minds of youth. Sermons 
and cfiflays, experience fhewed him, 
were ineffectual. ‘The manner ot 
them was dry and uninterefiing to 
young people ; and arguments ad- 
dreffed to what is weakett in youth, 
to their underitandings, he clearly 
perceived were without effect. He 
faw farther, that example was the 
great point which formed the young; 
and he faw that man was compofed 
of paflions and imagination as well 
as of underftanding. ; 
“ Thefe were his general prin- 
ciples ; and upon thefe principles he 
reafoned thus : Mankind is naturally 
good, for it is rare to mect youns 
people with bad hearts. A young 
man, then, coming into the world, 
wifhes to be pertect. But how fall 
he learn? ‘The world is a ba 
ichool ; and precepts fcanered OP 
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and down in books of morality are 
of litle ufe. An example would 
form him; but where is it to be 
found? None exitts. 1 will then 
create one for him. I will fet be- 
fore him a model of perfection. 
The more he imitates it, the more 

rfect he will be ; the more perfect 
he is, the happier he will be. 

« As he reafoned upon man, fo 
he reafoned upon woman. He aim- 
ed at no lets than beftowing telicity 
on the generation he faw rifing be- 
fore him, and on every one that was 
to fucceed it. And had he not had 
powers to accomplifh this aim, his 
with was fo grand, fo noble, and of 
fuch afuperior order of benevolence, 
that that alone would have entitled 
him to immortality: I had almott 
faid canonization. 

*“ But fuch is the perverfenefs 
and weaknefs of mankind, that what 
conttitutes Richardfon’s greateft me- 
rit, is conlidered by many as a ca- 
pital defect in his conception. They 
object that fuch a woman as Clarifla, 
and fuch a man as fir Charles Gran- 
difon, having never exifted, the au- 
thor has created palpable chimeras, 
and confequently his creations are 
ufelefs and unaffe¢ting. How con- 
fiftent are the reafonings of men! 
Century after century, and country 
after country, have vied with each 
other in praifing the work and the 
author of the Venus of Medici. Yet 
this work muft be univerfally allow- 
edto be farther from nature than 
Richardfon’s Clarifla. No woman 
ever came near the beauty of this 
ftatue ; yet, has that diminithed the 
merits of the author? Has he not 
always been, and is he not hourly 
and juttly admired for the ingenuity 
of his idea, though this idea is to- 
tally barren of profit to the world ? 

“ Not fo with Clariffla: fhe mutt 
profit every female that beholds 

1781, 


her. Though the whole of thefe 
two imaginary beings did evidently 
never exit, yet fo great has been 
the maftery of thefe uncommon 
artilts, that there is not a particle 
in the compofition of the ftatue, 
nor a trait in the character or con- 
duct of the heroine, that can be faid 
to deviate in the minutefl degree from 
the precile line of nature radoficat. 

*¢ Richardfon has done no more 
than animate the Venus of Medici. 
The Grecian fculptor had created 
of every creature’s beft, a marble 
body: the Englith writer created 
equally of every creature’s beft, a 
foul, a mind, a genius for that 
body. Can any man pretend to be 
confiftent with himfelf, who admires 
the one, and condemns the other ? 
Suppofe the two the work of the 
Greek, and I will venture to fay, 
this would have been the language 
of the world: ** When the fculp- 
tor created that form, he furpafled 
men; but when he created that 
genius and that foul, he rivalled the 
gods,” 

‘¢ The writers of England excel 
thofe of all other nations in the pa- 
thetic; and Richardfon in this point 
is, I think, fuperior to all his coun- 
trymen. He makes one cry too 
much: and by a very fingular ta- 
lent, peculiar to himfelf alone, he 
fills our eyes almoft as often by ele- 
vated fentiments, as he does by ten- 
der ones. He abounds with ftrokes 
of greatnefs, fometimes in the ac- 
tions, and fometimes inthe fentiments 
of his characters, which raife the 
reader’s foul, and make the tear of 
generofity fpring into his eye he 
knows not whence. 

‘¢ Here are three flrokes of pa- 
thos; tell me which of them you 
like beft. 

‘© When the tyrannical Capulet 
fays to his daughter ; 

M ‘* Thurfday, 
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© Thurfday is near ; 
“If you be mine, I'll give you to my 
** friend : 
“If you be not, hang, beg, ftarve, die 
“ i’th’ ttreets, 
« Por by my foul, Vil ne’er acknowledge 
“ thee.” 

s¢ Then Julict ; 

“ Is there no Pity fitting in the clouds, 

“ "That fees into the bottom ol my 
* gricl ? 

“OO fweet my mother, call me not 
" away.” 

“6 Ts not that carnett app al to 
heaven mott folemply moving ¢ and 
then that paflionate addrefs to her 
mother, as her only refource after 
Providence, is exceedingly aticcting. 
The confufion too in placing her 
words, O feet my mother, tor O my 
Sweet mother, is infinitely beautiful : 
it is fomewhat like Virgil’s Aze, me 
adjum qui fect. 

‘“ The next is from Orway. 
When Jather vives Belvidera to Ke- 
nault, and gives him with her a dag- 
ger, defiring him, when he proves 
unworthy, to tirike ic to her heart; 
Belvidera’s anfwer is inimitably 
fine. 

“ O thou unkind one ! 
6 e+ ee Have I deferv'’d this trom you ? 
«* | ook on me, tcll me, 


*& Why ain I feparated from thy love ? 





. > I am falfe, accufe me, but if true, 
ont, pr’ythee aont in poverty for. 
** fake me, 
“ But pity the fad heart that's torn with 
6s parting.” 

” No man can write better than 
this. That line, ** Don’t, pr’ythee, 
don’t in pove ty forfake me,” i$ a- 
bove praite. Every word of it js 
a bx auty. The words bys if true,” 
introduce this aftecting clofe with 
peculiar happinefs, beeaufe the au. 
dience, knowing that fhe is true, 
tecls more deeply tor her forrows. 

‘* The third is trom Clariffa. 
Atrer fhe has efcaped from Love. 
lace, and is lodged ata glove-fhop, 
King-Street, Covent-Garden, fhe 
writes a letter to her nurfe, Mrs. 
Norton, in which are thefe words 
‘© Tam atraid my Poor, as 1 ufed to 
** call the good creatures to whote 
** neceflitics | was wont to admini- 
*¢ (ter by your faithful hands, have 
‘6 miffed me of late. But now, alas! 
“* Tam poor mytelt.” When Ch- 
rifia’s flory is known, and the whole 
of her character, and her prefent 
firuation contidered, ** But now, 
alas! I am poor myfelf,” is irrelilidle. 

¢* IT do not believe any language, 
ancient or modern. can fhew three 
traits equal to thefe.” 





On the LITERARY EDUCATION of WOMEN. 


[From Mr. Kxox’s Liper at Epucation.] 


66 HERE are many preju- 

dices entertained againtt 
the character of a learned lady ; and 
perhaps if all ladies were protoundly 
learned, fome inconveniencies might 
arife from it: but I muft own it 


that a Wo- 
table 


ed to 


docs not appear to me, 
man will be rendered lefs acce 
in the world, or worfe qualt 
perform any part 0 
by having employec 
fix to fixteen, in the cultivat 


f her duty 10 tt 
1 the time from 
jon of 

her 








ON THE LITERARY EDUCATION OF WOMEN. [179] 


her mind, Time enough will re- 
main, after a few hours every day 
{pent in reading, for the improve 

ment otf the perfon, and the acqul- 
firion of the ufual accom plifhm¢ nts. 
With refpect to thefe accomplith- 
ments, I will not prefume to direct 
the method of purfuing them. I 
will not fo far intrude on a province, 
which by no means belongs to me. 
The ladies themfelves, and their in- 
fructors, want no directions in mat- 
ters of external ornament, the end of 
which is to pleafe on intuition. 
However arrogant the men have 
been in their c laims of yy cere . 
they have ufually allowed the ladies 

the pofte fion of a delicate tafte in 


the improvement and perception of 


all Kinds of beauty. 

' The liter: iry education of wo- 
men ough it indifput: ibly to be varied 
according to their fortunes, and their 
expectations Much refinement, 
and atatte for books, will injure her, 
whofe time, from prudential mo- 
tives, muft be entirely engroffed by 
economy. Few women are indeed 
exempted from all atrention to do- 
meftic care. But yet the unmarried, 
and thofe who enjoy opulence, Gad 
many intervals which th y often de- 

votre to fome {pe cies ot reading 
And there is no doubt, but that the 
reading would be felected with more 
judgement, and would afford more 
ple ture and advantaye, if the tatte 
were formed by early culture. 

** | willthen venture to recom- 
mend, that ladies of this defeription 
fhould have a clatiical education. 
But let not the reader be alarmed. 
I mean not to advife, that they 
fhould be initiated, without excep 
tion, in Greek and Latin; but that 
they fhould be well and early ac- 
— with the French and the 
glith clatfics. 

* As foon as they can read with 


fluency, let them begia to learn 
Lowth’s Grammar, and to read at 
the fame time fome very ealy and 
cleg int author, with a view to cX- 
emplity the’ rules. They thould 
learn a part in grammar every morn- 
ing, and then proceed to re ad a lel 
fon; jult in the manner obferved in 
clailical fchools in learning Latin. 
After a year fpent in this method, if 
the fucceis is adequate to the time, 
they fhould advance to Frene h, and 
fludy that language exactly in the 
fame mode. In the French gram 
mar, it will not be necetfary to go 
through thofe particulars which are 
common to the grammars of all lan- 
guages, ant which have been learn- 
ed in ftudy’ ing Enelith. 

“© Several years fhould be fpent 
in this clementary procefs; and 
when the fcholar is_ perfectly ac- 
quainted with orthography and gram- 
mar, fhe may then proceed to the cul- 
tivation of tafte. Milton, Addifon, 
and Pope, muft be the ftanding mo- 
dels in Englith; Boileau, Fonte- 
nelle, and Vertot, in French; and 
I with thefe to be attended to folely 
for a contiderable time. Many ine 
conventencies are from ene ving 
young minds in the perufal of too 
many books. Atter thefe authors 
have been read over with attention, 
and with a critical obfervation of 
their beauties, the fcholar may be 
permitted to felect any of the ap- 
proved writers of France and Eng- 
land, for her own improvement. 
She will be a »to felect with fome 
judgment, and will have laid a foun- 
dation which will bear any fuper- 
ftruéture. Her mind, if the has 
been fuccefsful in this courfe, will 
have, imbibed an elegance which 
will aaturally diffufe itfelf over her 
converfation, addrefs, and behavi- 
our. It is well known, that internal 
beauty contributes much to perfect 

M 2 external 

















[180] ON THE LITERARY EDUCATION OF Women. 


external grace. I believe it will 
alfo be tavourable to virtue, and 
will operate greatly in reftraining 
from any conduct grofsly indelicate, 
and obvioufly improper. 
the profligacy ot female manners 
has proceeded from a levity occa- 
fioned by a want of a proper educa- 
tion. She who has no tafte for well 
written books, will often be at a 
lofs how to {pend her time; and 
the confequences of fuch a ftate are 
too frequent not to be known, and 
faial not to be dreaded and 
avoided, 

‘¢ Whenever a young lady in 
eafy circumftances appears to poflets 
“a genius, and an inclination tor 
learned purfuits, I will venture to 
fay, fhe ought, if her fituation and 
connections permit, to be early in- 
firucted in the elements of Latin 
and Greek. Tler mind is certainly 
as capable of tmprovement, as that 
of the other fex. The inftances 
Which might be brought to prove 
this, are all too well known to ad- 
mit of citation. And the method to 
be purfued mutt be exactly the fame 
as that which is ufed in the private 
tuition ot boys, when judicioufly 
conducted, 

‘© And here [cannot refrain from 
adding, that though I difapprove, 
for the moft part, of private tuition 
for boys, yet 1 very ferioutly re- 
commend it to girls, with little ex- 
cepon. All fentible people agree 
in thinking, that large feminaries 


too 


Much of 


of young ladies, though 
with all the vigilance 
which human abilities can exert, 
are in danger of great corruption, 
Vanity and vice will be introduced 
by fome among a large number, and 
the contagion foon fpreads with irre. 
fiftible violence, Who can be fo 
proper an intiructor and guardian, 
as a tender and a fenfible mother? 
Where can virgin innocence and de- 
lieacy be better protected, than un- 
der a parent’s roof, and in a father’s 
and a brotber’s bofom ? Certainly 
no where, provided that the parents 
are fenfible and virtuous, and that 
the houfe is free from improper or 
dangerous connections. But where 
the parents are much engaged in 
pleafure, orin bufinefs; where they 
are ignorant or vicious ; where a fa- 
mily 1s expofed to the vifits or con- 
{lant company of libertine young 
perfons ; there it 1s certainly expe- 
dient to place a daughter under the 
care of fome of thofe judicious ma- 
trons, who prefide over the {chool; 
in ‘or near the metropolis, But! 
believe it often happens, that young 
ladies are fent from their parent's 
eye, to thefe feniinaries, principally 
with a view to form connections. | 
leave it to the heart of a feeling 
father to determine, whether it 
not cruel to endanger the morals ot 
his offspring for the fake of pro 
moting her intereft, or of gratty- 
ing her vanity and his own ambi 
tion.” 


managed 
and caution 


How 
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How EDUCATION fhauld be conducted with regard to REVEALED 
RELIGION. 


{From Lord Katms’s Loose Hints upon Epuca rion. } 


ts HAT remai ins with refpe ét 
to re ligious cducation, is 
toadd a few hints upon revealed re- 
ligion. ‘This may be thought an 
extremely delicate point ; becaufefin 
endeavouring to initruct young peo- 
ple in the revelation that ought to 
be embraced, there may be danger 
of leading them aftvay. As re- 
vealed religion is not ‘{tamped on 
the heart, but requires profound 
reafoning and the 
many obfcure facts, we are apt to 
conclude that it ought to be del: ived 
till the faculty ot reaton be ripe ; 
which refolves in leaving every per- 
fon to judge for themicives. But 
this opinion ought not to be adopted ; 
for as the generality of men are In- 
capable to judge of a matter fo in- 
tricate, they 1 muft be led. Now, I 
jay, that it is better for them to be 
led in their younger years by a 
kindly parent or tutor, than to be 
lett to form an opinion afterward as 
chance fhall direét. For this rea- 
fon, Lam ¢elear that children be edu- 
cated i inthe reliyion eftablifhed or 
tolerated by law. Nor ought this 
to be confideredas a rath conceffion ; 
forfure | 
a hundred have no better founda- 
tion to build their tuth upon, It 
may be demanded then, where lies 
the merit of a Chriftian above a Ma- 
hometan or a Par an ? I preter 
that it cannot lie in tollox ving 
blindly the profetiion of one’s an- 
eeftors, But as the Chriftian reve- 
lation is the moft perfect of all, and 
the purett in irs doctrines, it is 
highly meritorious in a Turk ora 


knowledge of 


am, that ninety-nine ot 


Pagan, who fecks truth with a fin- 
cere heart, to become a true Chrif- 
tian. Atthe fame time, I am far 
from thinking, tht Chrittianity is 
the only road to heaven, All who 
have a good heart with a clear con- 
fcience, will meet with the tame re- 
ward. It 1s not material in the 
fight of the Almighty, whether the 
religion they have been taught is or 
is not orthodox, provided ‘they be 
fincere. People follow naturally 
and innocently the faith of their 
parents ; and the generality have 
no other means for embracing a ree 


velation, real or pretended. How 


few are there who can cd pend on 
their own judgment, in making a 
choice! Are people to be con- 


demned for judging wrong, who 
cannot judge at all? ‘lo me there- 
fore it appears evidently the will of 
God, that fincerity ihould be the 
only ‘title to his favour, leaving men 
to their own beliet. 

‘“ it as at the fame time exe 
tremely convenient, that people 
fhould be of the religion ot their 
country. Theretore, whatever un- 
lucky doubts or fe ruples may haunt 
a man with re {pect to that 
he ought to conceal them 
children. In a Chrittian country, 
let him en all honeit means to 
breed his children fincere Chriflians. 
To that end, among — particus 
lars more material, a fet of prints 
reprefenting the hitt an of the Od 
and New Tettament, will contri- 
bute greatly. Young creatures de- 


religion, 
trom his 


light in pictures ; andby that means, 
the material facts relative to Chriiti- 


M 3 


anity 
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anity may be deeply ftamped on 
their minds, leaving when they 
grow up little inclination to doubt 
of their reality. 

‘“‘ Here indeed I zealoufly ex- 
hort parents and teachers to guard 
againit bigotry and fuperitition, 
which, if early fown in young 
minds, are not eafily rooted out. 
‘Teach your children to preter their 
own religion ; bur inculcate at the 
fame time thar the virtuous are ac- 
ceptable to God, however errone- 
ous in point of belief. Prefs it 
home on them, that there is nothing 


in nature to hinder ditterent fects ot 


Chriftians from living amicably to- 
gether, more than differcnt fects of 
philofophers, or of men who work 
in different arts: efpectally as the 
articles. of faith that dittinguith 
thefe fects are purely fpeculative : 
they have no relation to morals, nor 
any influence on our conduct. Yet 
trom thefe diftinétions have pro- 


ceeded rancour and animotity, as if 


our moft important concerns had 
been at ftake. In a ditlerent view, 
the abfurdity appears fill more 
glaring. Thefe articles, the yreat- 
er part at leatt, relate to fubjects 
beyond the reach of human under- 
ftlanding ; fo that no man can fay 
whether they are talie ortruc. ‘The 
Almighty by his works of creation 
has made his wifdom and benevo- 
lence manitett: but he bas not tound 
it neceflary to explain to his crea- 


7 a8 TS 


tures the manner of his exiftence ; 
and in all appearance the manner of 
his exiitence is beyond the reach of 
our conceptions. Yet Athanafiys 
that great champion tor blind 
dulity, and who forthat reafon has 
been dubbed a faint, handles the 
fubject with as great aflurance of 
being inthe right, as it it had beep 
revealed tohim trom heaven, Cer. 
tain it is, that the propofitions laid 
down in his creed, are far bevond 
the reach of human knowledge, | 
torbear to mention, that the greater 
part of them, if they have any 
diflinét meaning, contradict common 
fente. And yet, good God! what 
xceans of blood have been thed by 
the inveteracy cof the orthodox 
againtt the Ar ans, occafioned chietly 
by that very creed ; men maflacring 
one another without remorte, and 
even without pity—more cruel tar 
than beatts of prey, who never kill 
but for tood. Verfecution tor the 
fake of religion, would have been 
entirely prevented by wholefome 
education, infilling into the minds 
of young people, that diflerence in 
Opinion is no jult caufe of difcord ; 
and that difierent fects may live 
amicably together. In a word, ne- 
glect ho opportunity to imprefs on 
the mind of your pupils, that reli- 
gion is given tor our good ; and that 
no religion can be true that tends to 
ditturb the peace of fociety.” 


ve 
Lit- 





The RURAL 'TASTE of a Lonpnon TrapesMan’s WIFE, 
humouroully expoled. 


[From the St. James’s Chronicle. ] 


+ Sir, 
es EVER was any poor devil 
of a hutband plagued in 


the manner Lam with the fingula- 


ritics of awife. You muft know, 
fir, though her father was 4 re 
butcher in White-chapel, thoug 


rit Ue 
flic was educated at a boareing 
{choul 








RURAL 


fchool in Thames-flreet, and never 
travelled farther th: an Bethn: il-ereen, 

Hoxton, or Hackney, or New- 
jngton-Butts 5; yet the atlects fuch a 
trite and paffion lor ghe country, as 
would have ruined the patience of 
all the heathen philofophers put 
together; every room in my houfe, 
from the cellar ro the ¢ Tres, bears 
rellumony to her rural ideas in tome 
wav or other: the leads of my 
houfe, and the rails of the window i 
ure crowded with ~ Ors ab il pans . and 


1 v9 ’ ain 
vevet ble e «il a c\ bes icClid., LLKC 
the fhop of a botanitt or feediman., 


: + ’ . 
tro the aitcoacn, ! find 


When Leon 

the light, which is none of the 
livelicft at the belt, ror: Uy thur our 
by d rane © » vy iie i hats hucadl l 
together WS Chi as thev Can LK be 
and filled with mint, to give the 
wind Ws a rural appeal nec, 
fir, the dining-room windows, 1n 
fumine time, are io erofled and 
crowded with pack- threads tatlened 
like bars from the t » to the 
of them, thar if it were not for the 
French-beans which clutter round 


the {trimers 


"Phe lis 


9 it would enliven my 


; ; : 
with the pioahing imag “i ration 
t | ne nerd ~ er « fe ER. 
of being cooped up ina Ipunging- 

> : a . 
howle. Every chimnev-corner is 

é - 

1 ad . . } eo 
then fet out, as it is Cauca, wita 
Gane gee ae , ; 
UR-pots, and not a ch 
mv hor fe r (( Ipes an ormainenpt irom 
Covent-card hi market. Lh 


| 
you mutt know, fteverels 


tor this WCcCK patl for 


{poling a 
charming bed of parfley, as my wite 
cals it, upon the leads, while | was 
‘ ivi v a bricklaver orders to make 
‘p irs to the chimney : and 
s fill more provoking, upon 
enquiring for my beit wig-box, a 
few day: ago J iw iS told, by the 


Mi, id, tiiat the | MOK Was put to much 
better ufe, for that her miftrefs 


fome 


1¢ 
What j 


had fown a fimall fallad in it of 





c 
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muftard and crefe, which would be 
fit to be cut in atew days. Sir, this 
paffion tor the vegetable world is fo 
predominant in my wife’s mind, 
that not a broken chamber-p vt 19 
free from fome cultivation or other : 
as Lhope to be faved, fhe had {ome 
time fince a ur ranium in tull blof- 
fom, which, to fave xpence, was 
ftuck tail inac e { — | pan 5 
a myrtle in a butter firkin ;) an 
orange-tree in a wafhing-tub ; a 
tulip in a falt-box; and a young 
cooicberry bufh in a punch-bowl. 
Nay, to fuch a pitch of extravae- 


} ~ 1 ~ \° 
ganee adores this enthufiathe help- 
mate of mine carry this gardening 


ratte ot hei e tiat the tlic Was 
tVOWHD MnO ¢ mvults 9) tnree days 


: | 
ago, upon a report that the cat had 
96lC«® ’ 1 
kittened upon the es plot, which 
erew upon t p ihelf of the pan- 
‘ wires : “- 
try. lhen, hir, to add to my vexe- 


. ’ J a9 . ‘ 
ehon, { baive ha rac Hhappinels to 


be threatened with an indictment 
for being a nuifance to my ne ich- 
bours and the pul i. hardiy a 


week Pp ifles “ ithour fon Cc panor pot 


tumbling upon the heads of patien- 
gers, and doing fome mifehief or 
other. Th T expotlulate, | have no 
tulle; af T threaten, I have no hue 
manitv ; wu — coax her, | have no 
tinue 1s -- ra i | ive Wa\ to her, 
I con expect pocomftort My very 
be | mer, fir, is fo filled 
rs, thar IT am in mi hitly 
( ‘rtumed to death 
before morning. ‘Then I never mutt 
fiir out without a nolegay in my 
button hole, becaufe it makes fo 
rural and fo countrified an appear- 
In fhort, wh.ot with rural 
{melis and rural converiation, rural 
ornaments and rural nonfenfe of 
one kind or another, my patience is 
therefore I take 
this public method of giving my 


, . 
ec t= es? } eB ' 1) 


of bi ing p 


ELE. 
“Ani . 


quite exhautted : 


M 4 wite 
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‘ro al . . 
wife warning, that urlefs there isa pack up her fhrubbery in an ham- 
thorough reformation in her man- per, and reftore my Wig-box to its 


ners, | am determined to affert fome 
{pirit, to turn the grafs-plot out of 
the houfe at a minute’s notice, fend 


the pariley-bed into the duft-tub, 


proper uic, 
lam, fir, your’s, &c, 


? 


HOMO, 





ADVERTISEMENTS and LETTERS, with Regard to the late 
CoNTROVERSY concerning the AUTHENTICITY of Ossian’s 


PoEMs. 


N® I, 
sow N a pamphlet, intituled An 
Enquiry into the Authenticity 
of the Poems aicribed to Offian, 
having read the following pafiage, 
nage 45, ** Mr. Smith mentions 
Dr. Percy’s Reliques of Ancient 
Poetry, inwhich he fays, the doétor 
confefleth, that he himfelf heard 
pieces of it recited ; and being com- 
pared with the tranflation, exactly 
correfpondec., Dr. Percy does not 
underiland a fyllable of the Earfe, 
and thereiore could he no judge. 
The truth is, Dr. Blair and Profeffor 
Fergufon, when Dr. Percy was at 
Edinburgh, took care to introduce a 
young ftudent from the Highlands, 
who repeated fome verfes, of which 
Proteflor Ferguton faid fuch and 
fuch fentences in Fingal were the 
tranilation.” ‘To prevent any infe- 
rences which might be drawn from 
my filence, I think it material to 
declare that the above paflage, fo 
far as it relates to me, is altogether 
falfe ; and that I never was prefent 
at the repetition of verfes to Dr. 
Percy by a young ftudent from the 
Highlands. 
Apam FrerGuson.” 
Edinburgh, July, 21, 1781. 


we UI. 
** Having no intereft to gratify 
but theloye of truth, I have no rea- 


fon to be forry when any falfehood is 
detected. Mr. Ferguion has denied 
that he was prefent when the attempt 
was made to convince Dr, Percy of 
the genuinenefs of Oifian, My re- 
lation was not from my own know- 
ledge. I defire to acquit Mr. Fer- 
cufon, whofe prefence or abfence 
makes no difference in the quettion; 
and Iam too well fupported by truth 
to need, or to wifh, the help of 
falfehood. ‘The attempt was really 
made, and Dr. Percy was for a while 
credulous, with which I do not mean 
to reproach him; for I have con- 
fefled that | was once credulous my- 
felf: but I fhall be credulous no 
more till the Works of Offian are 
produced. W. Suaw.” 
Aug. ZI. 


N° Ill. 

“© Tn one or two pamphlets lately 
publithed, concerning the authen- 
ticity of Offian’s poems, great liber- 
tics have been taken with my name, 
and two advertifements on the fame 
fubject, figned Adam Fergufon and 
W. Shaw, have appeared in the 
news-papers; one of which only 
came to my notice very lately. It 
is with the greateft reluctance | en- 
ter at all intoa controverfy of which 
Iam fo incompetent a judge, from 
my utter ignorance of the Earfe lan- 


cuage: but regard to truth compels 
bE » 5 
3 me 











OF OSSIAN’s POEMS. 


me to give the following relation of* 


a fact refpecting it, which has been 
reatly mifrepretented. 

66 On, Oktober 8, 1765, I arrived 
at Edi burgh, where | pafled five 
davs with the Rev. Dr. Blair, who, 
among miny learned and ingenious 
men, introduced me to Dr, Fergu- 
fon, Profeflor of Moral Philofophy. 
To this gentleman he mentioned 
fome doubts i had entertained con- 
cerning the genuinencts of Offian’s 
Poems : and he, in the evening be- 
fore I left Edinburgh (viz. October 
13), invited us to drink tea at his 
houfe, where he produced a ftudent, 
a native of the Hichlands, who re- 
cited feveral paflages, or verfes, in 
Earfe, (fome of which he afterwards 
fune to me) as what he had heard in 
his own country ; and | perfectly re- 
member, that when he interpreted 
the werfes to me, fome of them ap- 
peared to contain part of the deferip- 
tion of Fingal’s chariot. Dr. Fer- 
gufon alfo gave me, in his own 
hand-writing, fome fpecimens of 
Earfe poetry in the original, Dr. 
Blair afterwards defired me to men- 
tion the recital I had heard, in the 
next edition of the Reliques of An- 
cient Poetry ; and, in compliance 
with his requeft, I gave a fhort ac- 
count of what had paffed, ina note 
to the firft volume of my fecond edi- 
tion, 1767, (p. xlv.) Some years 
after, on difcufling this fubjeét with 
a very judicious friend, a native of 
Scotland alfo, who knew much 
more of the grounds of the Earfe 
poetry than I did, he made it cre- 
dible to me, that there might be 
fome deception in the cafe, and ad- 
vifed me to fupprefs the paflage in 
queftion ; which I did, foon after, 
in my third edition, in 1775. But 
as I never believed Dr. Blair to have 
been confcious of any deception in 


What paffed between the ftudent and 
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me, fo the fame may have been the 
cafe with Dr Fergufon alfo, as he 
now appears fo entirely to have for- 
got the whole tranfachon. 
Cariijle, Nov. Tuomas Percy,” 
10, 1781. 


IV. 

‘¢ In an advertifement, dated 
Carlifle, November to, and figned 
Thomas Percy, the attention of the 
public is recalled, among other par- 
ticulars, to a declaration, figned by 
me on the 2rft of July laft, My 
fenfe of how little confequence the 
fubject is to the public, would hin- 
der my intruding myfelf again in 
this manner; and my very great 
refpeét for the ftation in which Dr. 
Percy is placed would incline me to 
be filent, where I have the misfor- 
tune to differ from him on a matter 
of tact, if I did not apprehend that 
filence in this cafe might be inter- 
preted againft me. 

*¢ At the date of my former de- 
claration, I had tound myfelf charg- 
ed in a pamphlet, on the authen- 
ticity of Otfian’s Poems, as acceflary 
to a cheat which was put upon Dr. 
Percy, in a recital of fome pretend- 
ed {pecimens of that poetry, by a 

oung itudent from the Highlands. 

Vhoever may have been the author 
of this charge, | thought and think 
myfelf entitled to fay ic is falfe. 

‘¢ | had many reafons likewife to 
deny my having ever been prefent at 
the recital of verfes to Dr. Percy, 
by a young ftudent from the High: 
lands ; and it caufed me much fur- 

rize to find, in a correfpondence 
on this fubject, which took place 
between Dr. Percy and Dr. Blair, 
that Dr. Percy had conceived of me 


as having not only been prefent at 
the recital of verfes bv a ftudent, 
but as fending for a ftudent into his 
ign a deliberate 

manner, 


company, who, 
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manner, pafled upon him what he 
afterwards believed to be an impoti- 
tion. 

“ Dr. Perey may ni ¢ been 
aware of the part which he -aifigned 
to me in this | imps Mition, as it de- 
pended upon an inicrence t »>bedrawn 
trom my knowledge of the Earie 
language ; nor was il that 
he meant to apply it to a perton tor 
whom he {till protefled fome ettcem. 
But whatever may have been the 
idea, I flattered mytelf that upon 
recollefiioe he would think it more 
probable, that he hintelt had com- 
mitted fome mittake in the tact, ra- 
ther than that 1 thould have cor- 
curred in fuch a ce! In this 
perfuafion I wrote to Dr. Blair the 
following letter, to be tranimitted 
to him ; and am now very forry to 
publith ‘thie or any thing elfe on a 
controverfy in which neither the ; 
tack nor the can do credit 
to any perfon whatever. 


credible 


eat. 


detence 


Copy of a Letter from Dr. Pergufon 
lo Dr. Blair. 
Edinbu ; ¥ hr, 


Dear Sir, 


’ , 
roth UL» 17Ol. 


“© [ have jutt feen in the hands of 


Dr. Black the letter whic hy you hav Cc 
received trom Dr. Perey, and am 
exceedingly vexed to have a ditter- 
ence on a maiter of tact with a per- 
fon whole character I fo much re- 
fpeét: I did not imagine thai Dr. 
Perey, any more than you, could 
have been affected b y the late decla- 


ration relating to a pafiage in a 
pamphlet, on the authenticity cf 
Oilian’s Poems, farther than by the 


repetition of vour names, which 
were already made free with. If | 
had thought Dr. Pe rey any Way 
committed, | thould certainly have 


troubled him witha copy of m ry de- 
claration, and waited his commands 
betore it was publithed. But it did 
Het occur tO Me that he, any more 





AUTHENTICITY 


than you, could be cited in fupport 


of any allegation which it conce rned 
Mic 60 deny . 


Te be no(t r 
Alc Molt re} p' ‘cttul thing I 
can now a Oo to tor. Percy Is to Ie. 
mind Pex. tur as my memory 


ferves me, cf the tact in the only 


converfation which | had the ho: our 


to have with him. Among other 
luojects Karte poetry was men. 
tioned ; and I remember to have 
hewn him, in my own hand-writ- 
ing, fome feraps which I had re. 
Ci ive from Mr. J: Wes ; M; acpherfon, 


OY Piohi Wie 


rua, chaplain 
to ti d ex iment, L rem mber 
> orefiion, in hich the 
ribine the time and the 


Viaclas 


i « fu d, ‘4 of lay was foo 
gy the ! v, and that Dr. Percy 
Was pleated to fay it Wasa pleonatin, 


but a beautiful one. 
hove kl 


L remernt 
r with De. Pers 
and have long tisce lott every other 


COP) Ol If. 


¢rto 


c tlic 


‘“ ‘ihe diffcrence between Dr. 
Perey and me is perhops not very 
Wt rial ; no more, as he tates it, 
than that he rememb« hat I have 
forgot. t, meverth what he 
1s |: “afed to pub adh fecm to 
corr orate the charge whicn | have 
AI ly thoucht mytelt ea led upon 
to deny, I mull recur to the entre 
fente and cenfeioutnets of my inno- 
cenee, and renew my de laration, 
that 1 was not prefent at the repea- 
tion of veries to Dr. Perey, ya 


youn fludent from the hi 
ind I give my denial in thet i- 


tive term . becaufe I not © 0 
nameeets ct 
not remember the POPC its 


verfes in Earfe, by a itudent trom 
the Highlands, on thut 
but becaufe I do not remember tae 
repetit ion of veries in Earte, vy a 
fiudent, upon any gre aege 
and becaufe, though intimate with 
fome fiudents from the Highiand ’ 
I do not remember that any of them 


nA Cilbai his 


ever 
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‘repeated verfes in my prefence 
beyond a fong or a catch ; and this 
ciicumflance remains with me, with 
reipect to fome of them, as acireum- 
fiance I noted ; fo that I am en- 
tirely pert fuaded Dr. Perey, in re- 
col ilecting the paflage Cs of his few 
days flay at k -dinburgh, muit have 
jun nbled together circumttances that, 
“tually le- 
parate 3 the repet tition of vertes by a 
young ftudent, with the communi- 

cadion of verfes in writing by me. If 
thie fuppoli ition does not compote 
the ditterence, | mutt defpair ot be- 
ing able to remove it, and mutt 


in pornt of time, were ae 


leave the matter to the candour of 


thofe who are pleaied to bettow any 
thought on me or my affairs. 

s Tf I fhould be under the necel- 
fity of publifhing any more on this 
~— I fhall, with your leave, 
{er nd a copy of this letter to the 
prefs. In the mean time, as I have 
not the honour of a perfonal corre- 
{fpondence with Dr. Perey, I mutt 
bee the tavour that you will tranfimit 
ittohim. Lam, with great regard 
and etleem, dear fir, your moft obe- 
dient and moft humble fervant, 


(Sicned) Anam FrerGuson.” 


Vie Rev. Dr. Blair. 


SIAN'’s POEMS. [187] 


‘¢ To the contents of this letter, 
I mutt now add, that although the 
tacts ftated by Dr. Perey might be 
admitted on lefs authority than his, 
yet as they are entirely contrary to 
any teeling or recollection I have of 
the matter, and have be en employed 
to convey a very injurious imputa- 
tion againit me, he mutt excufe me, 
if | do not adini it them. And if he 
{till perfift, that over and above the 
fpecimen of Earfe poetry, which I 
gave him in my own hand-writing, 
I likewite procured a itudent to re- 
cite other fpecimens to him, he 
will tarcher excufe me, if I infift, 
that every paflage, of which the in- 
terpretation was vouched by me, 
was in truth what it was given for. 
As he allows, that I may not have 
been confeious of any deception in 
what palied between the ftudent and 
him, I muit, in return, allow that 
he may not be confcious of any mif- 
reprefentation of the fact. But I 
cannot allow that he has made the 
beit ufe of his underflanding, in 
thinking it credible, that any per- 
fon, pofietied of a decent character, 
could be concerned in fuch a cheat, 
as he fuppofes to have been practifed 
uponhim. ApDAM FerGuson.” 


POETRY- 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR, 1781. 


By WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, Efq. Poet Laurear, 





SK round the world, from age to age, 
Not where alone th’ hiilorian’s page 
Or poet’s fong have juft attention won, 
But even the feebleit voice of tame 
Has learnt to lijp Britannia’s name, 

Afk ot her inborn worth, and deeds of high renown, 

What power from Lutitania broke 
The haughty Spaniard’s galling yoke ? 

Who bade the Belgian mounds with freedom ring ? 
Who fixt fo oft, with ftreneth fupreme, 

Unbalane’d Europe’s nodding beam, 

And rais’d the Auttrian eagle’s drooping wing ? 

* Twas Britain! Britain heard the nations groan, 
As jealous of their freedom as her own. 
Where’er her valiant troops the led, 

Check’d, and abafh’d, and taught to fear, 

The carth’s proud tyrants tlopp’d their mad career ; 

To Britain Gallia bow’d ; from Britain Julius fled. 
Why then when round her fair protectrefs’ brow 
The dark clouds gather, and the tempetts blow, 
With folded arms, at eafe reclin’d, 

Does Europe fit ? or, more unkind, 
Why fraudulently aid th’ infidious plan ? 
‘The foes of Britain are the foes of man. 
Alas! her glory foars too high, 
Her radiant Star ot Liberty 
Has bid too long th’ aftonifh’d nations gaze : 
That glory which they once admir’d, 
That glory i in their caufe acquir’d, 
That glory burns too bright, they ¢ annot bear the blaze! 
Then, Britons, by experience wile, 
Court not an envious or a timid friend ; 
Firm in thyfelf undaunted rife, 
On thy own arm, and righteous Heaven depend. 
So, as in great Eliza’s days 
Cn felt- fupported pinions borne, 
Again flialt thou look down with feorn 
Ona an oppofing world, and all its wily ways: 


ee Mgnt 


Growa 
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Grown greater from dittrefs, 
And eager fill to blefs, 
As truly generous as thou’rt truly brave, 


Again thalt crufh the proud, again the conquer’d fave. 


ELPHIN’S CONSOLATION, an Ode of TAtiEstn. Tranflated 


by a Lady. 


Taliefin, when an infant, was found expofed on the water, wrapped in a 
leathern bag, in a wear which had been granted to Elphin, fon ot 
Gwyddno, for his fupport. The young prince, reduced by his extra- 
vagance, burft into tears, at finding, as he imagined, fo unprofitable a 
booty. However, he took pity on the infant, and caufed proper care 
to be taken of him, After this, Elphin profpered ; and Taliefin, when 
he grew up, wrote the following moral Ode, fuppofed to have been 
addrefled to the prince by the intant bard, on the night in which he was 


found. 





[From Mr, Pennant’s Journey to SNowpDon.] 


I, 


LPHIN ! fair as rofeate morn, 
Ceafe, O lovely youth! to mourn ; 

Mortals never Pies teach 
To difpute their Maker’s doom, 
Feeble race! too blind to fcan 
What th’ Almighty deigns for man ; 
Humble hope be Ail thy guide, 
Steady faith thy only pride, 
Then defpair will fade away, 
Like demons at th’ approach of day, 
Cunllo’s prayers : acceptance gf iin, 
Goodnefs never fues in vain ; 
He, who form’d the fky is jutt, 
In him alone, O Elphin! trutt. 
Sce glift’ning "foils i in fhoals appea’ 
Fate {miles this hour on Gwyddno’s wear. 


Il. 


Elphin fair ! the clouds difpell 

That on thy lovely vifage dwell ; 

Wi ipey ah ! wipe the pearly tear, 

Nor tet thy manly bofom fear ; ; 

What good can melancholy give ? 

*Tis bondage in her train to live. 
Pungent forrows doubts proclaim, 

Ill fuits thofe doubts a Chriftian’ *s name; 
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Thy great Creator’s wonders trace, 

His love divine to mortal race, ° 

Then doubt, and fear, and pain will fly, 
And hope beam radiant in thine eye. 
Behold me, leaft of human kind, 

Yet heav’n illumes my foaring mind. 
Lo! from the yawning deep I came, 
Friend to thy lineage and thy fame, 

To point thee out the paths of truth, 
To guard from hidden rocks thy youth ; 
From feas, from mountains, far and wide, 
God will the good and virtuous guide. 


‘301 ee 


Elphin fair! with virtue blett, 

Let not that virtue idly ret ; 

If rous’d, "twill yield thee fure relief, 
And banifh far unmanly grief : 

Think on that pow’r, whofe arm can fave, 
Who e’en can fnatch thee from the grave ; 
He bade my harp for thee be ttrung, 
Prophetic lays he taught my tongue, 
Though like a flender reed | grow, 

Tofs’d by the billows to and tro’, 

Yet ftill, by him infpir’d, my fong 

The weak can raife, confound the ftrong : 
Am not I better, Elphin, fay, 

Than thoufands of thy fealy prey ? 


IV. 


Elphin ! fair as rofeate morn, 

Ceafe, O lovely youth! to mourn. 
Weak on my leathern couch f lie, 

Yet heavn’ly lore I can defcry ; 

Gifts divine my tongue infpire, 

My bofom glows celeftial fire ; 

Mark! how it mounts! my lips difclofe 
The certain fate of Elphin’s foes, 

Fix thy hopes on him alone, 

Who is th’ eternal Three in One ; 
There thy ardent vows be given, 
Prayer acceptance meets from Heaven ; 
Then thou halt adverfe fate defy, 

And Elphin glorious live and die. 





LADY 
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LADY BOTHWELL’s LAMENT. 


[From the Scorrisn Tracic Batraps.] 


ALOW, my babe, lye ftill and fleip, 
It grieves me fair to fee thee weip ; 
If thou’lt be filent I'll be glad, 
Thy maining maks my heart full fad ; 
Balow my boy, thy mither’s joy ; 
Thy tather breids me great annoy. 


When he began to feik my luve, 

And wi hie tucred words to muve ; 

His teigning faufe, and flattering cheir, 
To me that time did nocht appeir ; 

But now | fee that cruel he 

Cares neither for my babe nor me. 


Lye {till, my darling, fleipa while, 
And whan thou wakett {weitly {mile ; 
But imile nae as thy father did 

To cozen maids: nay, God forbid, 
What yet! feir, that thou fold leir 
Thy tather’s heart and face to bier! 


Be ftill, my fad one: fpare thofe teirs, 
To weip whan thou haft wit and yeirs ; 
Thy griefs are gathering to a fum, 

God grant thee patience when they cum ; 
Born to fuftain a mother’s fhame, 

A father’s fall, a baftard’s name. 


Balow, &c. 


The firt CHANSON a BOIRE, or Drainxinc BALLAp of 
any Merit in our Language, and which appeared in the Year, 


(From the third Volume of Mr. Warton’s Hiftory of Englith Poetry.] 





CANNOT eat, but little meat, 

My ttomach is not good ; 

But fure I think, that I can drink 
With him that weares a hood, 

Though I go bare, take ye no care, 
I nothing am a colde ; 

I ftuffe my fkin i full within, 

Of joly goode ale and olde. 
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Backe and fide go bare, go bare, 
Both foot and hand go colde ; 

But, belly, God fend thee good ale inoughe, 
Whether it be new or olde ! 


I love no roft, but a nut-browne tofle, 
And a crab laid in the fire ; 

A little bread fhall do*me ftead, 
Moche bread I noght defire. 

No froft no fnow, no winde, I trowe, 
Can hurt me if I wolde, 


, Tam fo wrapt, and throwly lapt 


Of joly good ale and olde, 
Back and fide, &c. 


And Tib my wife, thatas her life 
Loveth well good ale to feeke, 
Full oft drinkes thee, till ye may fee 
The teares run downe her checke, 
Then doth fhe trowle to me the bowle 
Even as a mault-worme fholde ; 
And, ‘faith, fweet heart, I tooke my part 
“* Of this joly good ale and olde.” 
Backe and fide, &c. 


Now let them drinke, till they nod and winke, 
Even as good fellows fhould do: 

They fhall not mifle to have the blifle 
Good ale doth bring men to. 

And al goode fowles that have fcoured bowles, 
Or have them luttely trolde, 

God fave the lives, of them and their wives, 
Whether they be yong or olde! 

Backe and fide, &c. 


? 
ODE on the Deatu of a Young Lady. 


[From Mr. Locan’s Poems.] 


NTIMELY gone! for ever fled 
The rofes of the cheek fo red, 
Th’ affection warm, the temper mild, 
The fweetnefs that in forrow fimil’d, 


Alas ! the cheek where beauty glow’d, 
The heart where goodnefs overflow’d, 
A clod amid the valley lies, 


And * duit to duft” the mourner cries. 





O from 
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O from thy kindred earl torn, 
And to thy grave nen bor’n ! 
Vanith’d for ever from my view, 
Thou fitter of my foul, adieu! 


Fair with my firft ideas twin’d, 

Thine image oft will meet my mind ; 

And, while remembrance brings thee ngar, 
Affection fad will drop a tear. 


How oft does forrow bend the head, 
Before we dwell among the dead ! 

Scarce in the years of manly prime, 
I’ve often wept the wrecks of time ! 


What tragic tears bedew the eye ! 
What deaths we fuffer ere we die ! 
Our broken friendfhips we deplore, 
And loves of youth that are no more ! 


No after-friendfhip e’er can raife 

Th’ endearments of our early days : 
And ne’er the heart fuch fondnefs prove, 
As when it firft began to love. 


Affection dies, a vernal flower ; 
And love, the bloffom of an hour! 
The {pring of fancy cares controul, 
And mar the beauty of the foul. 


Vers’d in the commerce of deceit, 
How foon the heart forgets to beat f 
The blood runs cold at int’reft’s call, 


They look with equal eyes on all. 


Ye gods! whatever ye withhold, 
Let my affection ne’er grow old ; 
Ne’er may the human glow depart, 
Nor nature yield to frigid art ! 


Still may thy geuerous bofom burn, 

Tho’ doom’d to bleed o’er beauty’s urn ; 
And ftill the friendly face appear, 

Tho’ moiften’d with a tender tear ! 


ODE for his MAJESTY’s Birntu-Day, June 4, 1781. 
By Witi1am Wuitexcap, Efq. Poet Laureat. 


TILL does the rage of war prevail ? 


Still thirfts for blood th’ infatiate {pear 2 


Waft not, ye winds, th’ invidious tale, 
Nor let th’ untutor’d nations hear 
1781, N 
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T hat paffion baffles reafon’s boafted reign, 
And halt the peopled world is civiliz’d in vain, 


What are morals, what are laws, 
What religion’s facred name ? 
Nor morals foften, nor religion awes ; 


Revenge, and pride, and deadly hate, 
And avarice, tainting deep the mind; 
With all the fury-fiends that wait, 
As torturing plagues, on hunian kind, 
When fhown in their own native light, 
In truth’s clear mirror, heavenly bright, 
Like real monfters rife ; 
But, let illufion’s powerful wand 
Transform, arrange the hideous band, 
They cheat us in difguife, 


We drefs their horrid forms in borrow’d rays, 
Then call them glory, and purfue the blaze. 


O blind to Nature’s focial plan, 
And Heaven’s indulgent end ! 
Her kinder laws knit man to man 
As brother and as friend. 
Nature, intent alone to blefs, 
Bids ftrife and difcord ceafe ; 
‘© Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, 
‘¢ And all her paths are peace,” 
Even this aufpicious day would wear 
A brighter face of joy ferene, 
And not one ruffling gale of care 
Difturb the halcyon fcene ; 
On lighter wings would Zephyrs move, 
The Sun with added luftre fhine ; 
Did Peace, defcending from above, 
Here fix her earthly fhrine : 
Here to the Monarch’s fondet prayer 
A juft attention yield, 
And let Him change the fword of war 
For her protecting fhield. 





Y. 


Pure though the precepts flow, the aétions are the fame 


The HERMIT and his DOG. 


[From Sympatuy, a Poem,] 


I“ life’s fair morn, I knew an aged feer, 


Who fad and lonely pafs’d his jovlefs year ; 


Betray’d, heart-broken, trom the world he ran, 
And (hunn’d, oh dire extreme, the face of man; 


Humbly he rear’d his hut within the wood, 


Herinit his veit, a hermit’s was his iood, 


Nitch’d 
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Nitch’d in fome corner of the gelid cave 

Where chilling drops the rugged rockitone lave ; 

Hour after hour, the melancholy fage, 

Drop after drop to reckon, would engage 

The ling’ring day, and trickling as they fell, 

A tear went with them to the narrow well ; 

‘Then thus he moraliz’d as flow it pafs’d, 

‘* This, brings me nearer Lucia than the latt; 

** And this, now ftreaming from the eye,” faid he, 

*¢ Oh, my lov’d child, will bring me nearer thee.” 
When firft he roam’d, his dog with anxious care, 

His wand’ rings watch’d, as emulous to fhare; 

In vain the faithful brute was bid to go, 

In vain the forrower fought a lonely woe. 

The Hermit paus’d, th’ attendant dog was near, 

Slept at his feét, and caught the falling tear; 

Up rofe the Hermit, up the dog would rife, 

And every way to win a mafter tries, 

“¢ Then be it fo. Come faithful fool,” he faid ; 

One pat encourag’d, and they fought the fhade ; 

An unfrequented thicket foon they found, 

And both repos’d upon the leafy ground ; 

Melliffuous murm’rings told the fountains nigh, 

Fountains, which well a pilgrim’s dfink fupply ; 

And thence, by many a labyrinth is led, 

Where ev’ry tree beftow’d an ev’ning bed. 

Skill’d in the chace, the faithful creature brought 

Whate’er at morn or moon-light courfe he caught ; 

But the fage lent his fympathy to all, 

Nor faw unwept his dumb affociates fall. 

He was, in footh, the gentleft of his kind, 

And though a hermit, had a focial mind : 

** And why, faid he, muft man fubfift by prey, 

*¢ Why ftop yon melting mufic on the fpray ? 

‘© Why, when affail’d by hounds and hunter’s cry, 

“* Mutt half the harmlefs race in terrors die ? 

‘¢ Why mutt we work of innocence the woe ? 

‘© Still fhall this bofom throb, thefe eyes o’erflow ; 

** A heart too tender here, from man, retires, 

«¢ A heart that aches, if but a wren expires.” 

Thus liv’d the matter , the fervant true, 

’Till to its God the matter’s fpirit flew ; 

Befide a fount which daily water gave, ' 

Stooping to drink, the Hermit found a grave ; 

All in the running ftream his garments fpread, 

And dark, damp verdure ill donceal’d his head 5 

The faithful fervant from that fatal day 

Watch’d the lov’d corpfe, and hourly pin’d away: 

His head upon his maiter’s cheek was found, 

While the obftructed water mourn’d around. 
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A FABLE written for Lady MILLER’s Vafe. By the Rev. Mr, 


{From the fourth Volume of PoeticaLn AmusEMENTS at a 
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WHALLEY. 


Viva near Baru.] 


S Wifddm walk’d abroad one day, 
—I think ’twas in the month of May,— 

With mufing ftep, and ftedfaft eye, 
And wrapt in meditation high, 
He fpied a nymph, upon whofe face 
Bright beauty beam’d with youthful grace ; 
Her copious treffes unconfin’d, 
Which wav’d and wanton’d in the wind, 
A {weet fantaftic garland crown’d, 
Of ev’ry flow’r that paints the ground ; 
Her rolling eye, that roving glanc’d 
On ev’ry fide with look entranc’d, 
Shot light’nings ; yet by turns wou’d wear 
The graceful meltings of a tear. 
Round her foft lips, as rofes red, 
‘The dimpling fmgles {weet gambols play’d : 
Now, o’er her velvet cheek wou’d rufh 
The blood, in many a fervid fluh ; 
And now, a white fucceed the glow, 
More dazzling pure than mountain fnow ; 
A pinion from each fhoulder grew, 
Which, tinted foft with heav’nly blue, 
Where’er fhe fpread them, fparkled bright, 
With mingled waves of flaming light. 
Her careleis vefture, all unbound, 
Flow’d wantonly along the ground, 
Yet graceful flow’d ; and with her tread, 
A thoufand changeful hues difplay’d, 
More lovely, and more various too, 
Than ever painted Isis’ bow ; 
Her mien was fweetly unconftrain’d, 
In ev’ry ftep the Graces reign’d, 
And full of frolic, here and there, 
She tript it with a fprightly air, 
Yet trod fo light that fearce the dew 
The printings of her footfteps knew ; 
Ott itooping ’midft her gay career, 
Fach blooming flower fa Earth did bear, 


She dextrous cull’d, to form a wreath 
More fragrant than Aurora’s breath, 
Which foon as form’d away fhe threw, 
And wove a varying wreath anew ; 
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And fometimes fhe would foaring be 
In‘fome fine flight of ecftafy ! 
SWhilft many a wild note, frong and clear, 
Refounded through the vocal air, 

As mounting like fome Lark on high, 
She {weetly warbled to the tky. 

Thus, full of fpirit, on fhe came, 

And Fancy was the charmer’s name. 
Wifdom, for once, was ftrangely mov'd, 
With wonder gaz’d, admir’d, and lov’d :— 
His warmett eloquence he try’d, 

And woo’d, and won her to his fide. 

By her free hand the nymph he led, 
Soft, to a freth and fragrant bed, 
Beneath an olive-tree, that ftood 

Retir’d, within a ftately wood ; 

Around whofe trunk the eglantine 

With many a clafp did {port and twine. 
From this encounter, fays the fong, 

In proper time, a child there fprung, 

As witnefs of their mutual flame, 

And Speculation was his name, 

From then, till now, throughout the earth, 
He {peaks the authors of his birth ; 

Now, wearing Wifdom’s awful face, 
Now, fporting with all Fancy’s grace, 
And fometimes in his perfon’s thewn, 

The various charms of both in one : 

In Newton, Bacon, Locke, and More, 
His Father’s lineaments he bore ; 

In Shakfpeare, Spencer, Cowley, Gray, 
Doth all his Mother's charms difplay ; 

In Milton, Beattie, and in Young, 

Like both, divinely breathes along : 

Nor let it be thought ftrange, that here 

I make his parentage appear, 

Since all around will own, their breaft 
His two-fold femblance hath confett ; 

And all are come to make oblation, 
‘To—wild, wife, gay, grave—Speculation. 
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To three LADIES, on the Death of a favourite PARROQUET. 


[From the late Mr. Pewrose’s Porms.] 


E EP from your hallow’d, filent fhades 
Attend, attend, ye tuneful maids; ~ 
Ye Mufes, hafte along. 
Infpire the tender, moving lay, © 
For furely fuch a mournful day 
Demands a ferious fong. 


See where with Pity’s force oppreft, 
(While rifing forrows heave each breaf) 
‘Three gentle Sifters weep. 
See how they point with ftreaming eyes, 
Where Paroquetta flumb’ring li¢s, 
Her lait, eternal fleep. 


In vain the pride of Beauty’s bloom, 
The vivid dye, the varied plume 
O’er her fair form were fpread : 
In vain the fearlet’s bluthing ray, 
Bright as the orient beam of day, 
Adorn’d her lovely head. 


Love, beauty, youth, perfection, ——— all 
Together undiftinguifh’d fall 
Before the oppofing Fates. 
The lifping tongue, the filver hairs, 
One common ruin overbears, 
One common lot awaits, 


Then calm, dear Maids, your woes to peace, 

With unavajling forrow ceafe ) 
Your Sovenites to deplore ; 

For know, the time will furely come 

When you (tho’ now in beauty’s bloom) 

, When you fhall charm no more. 


Learn then your moments to employ 
In virtuous ae in Hymen’s joy, 
- Ere yet thofe moments fly ; 
For Fate has doom’d this lot fevere, ' 
The brighteft belle, the lovelieft Fair, 
Like Paroquetes, mutt die. 





DUTCHESS 
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DUTCHESS of DEVONSHIRE. 


[From the Bevy of Beauries.] 


HAT form how refiftlefs, thofe features how fair, 
Each look is a whifper the heart {prings to hear ! 
And fond to interpret, ——too roguifhly given, 
Conceives a fott meaning that lifts it to Heaven ! 
And yet thofe dear features, I’d readily fwear, 
The meaning which innocence gives, only wear. 
—O bow ye tranfgreflors, in penitence bend ; — 
Againft fuch perfection, what fin to offend ! 
Yet fee—in the brightnefs which darts from her eyes, 
With Beauty’s mild luftre her clemency flies ! 
That finile juft difplay’d, to the foul has expreft 
The tranquil compofure that reigns in her breaft. 
May thofe eyes, and that bofom, for ever, bleft Fair, 
Be undarken’d by forrow, unruffled by care ! 
Or i: a tear ilart, or a figh gently move, 
May the tear be of rapture, the figh be of love ! 
May your moments all fly on the wings of delight, 
And Pleafure’s wide regions be ftill in your fight ; 
And while you are tempted to ramble the ground, 
Let the mufic of gladnefs {till echo around ! 


DUTCHESS of RUTLAND. 
Scene, the Vicinity of Belvoir Caftle. 


{ From the fame. ] 


IRS T in thefe thades, remember'd with delight, 
The gentle RutTLanp ftruck my dazzled fight! 
As on fhe came her eyes diffus’d a-far 
The peerlefs luftre of the morning ftar ! 
Upon her beauteous cheek a bluth was fpread, 
Superior to the lovlieft day-break red ; 
Her waving locks were twin’d with flow’ry braid ; 
Her vett was with the bloom of Spring array’d ; 
And to the breeze, that vett difplay’d the form 
Of limbs, which mutt to love an hermit warm !—= 
Her panting botom—to the wind unbrac’d, 
Shew'd more of heav’n than zealot ever trac’d ! 
An air fupreme in every itep was feen !— 
‘The nymphs and fhepherds hail’d their rural queen: 
And as the graceful beauty pafs’d along, 
The village minftrel greeted her in fong ; 
At intervals, a choral ftrain arofe, . 
And Rurianp’s name was heard in ev'ry clofe ! 
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A MORNING RAMBLE, 
- [From the Beauties of the Sprine. A Poem.} 


Y orifons devoutly breath’d to Heaven, 
Before th’ increaling heat or rifing gale 
Have wholly dried the pearly drops away, 
With deepeft fenfe of gratitude imprefs’d, 
Forth let me hafte, and with a walk amufe 
My leifure hours. Of two delightful paths 
Oft with my fteps imprinted, which to chufe 
I hefitate, uncertain. Downward, this 
Direéts me to the bottom of the dale ; 
That, ftretch’d through rougheft woodlands, upward leads 
To where the heath, with fupercilious pride, 
The plain o’erlooks. Along the fide ot each 
A riv’let murmurs. In the firft, my limbs, 
Tho’ able down the flope to pafs with eafe, 
May deem the toil of re-afcending hard ; 
While, if exhautted with the latter's height, 
Refrefhment in returning they may find. 
Permit me, then, the latter to purfue, 
Nor think I walk in folitude, Each tree 
Prefents an old acquaintance, and each bufh 
A friend, whofe bounty often hath regal’d 
My ravifh’d fenfes with a rich perfume. 
The fame few objeéts long remain. I meet 
With fomething new each moment. Lo! this oak 
Supports a woodbine unobferv’d before. 
An infant ivy round another twines. 
That bufh, with thorn impervious to the hand, 
A linnet’s neft hath in its bofom gain’d. 
And hark! yon excavated trunk refounds 
With hum of bees, a colony till now 
Unnoticed there, But pleafure every change 
Beftows not. Who, with grief unmov’d, ‘can fee 
What ravages the cruel herds have made 
Among the lower boughs of yonder afh ? 
Not diftant far, another ftands, depriv’d 
Of allits{preading honours, by the hand 
Of fome unfeeling woodman. There his ax, 
Refittlefs weapon, to the ground hath hewn 
The venerable monarch of the grove. 
Adieu, my ancient guardian ! It imparts 
A melancholy joy to recollect 
How oft, beneath thy hofpitable fhade, 
I thoughtlefs wont to loiter; from the world, 
And all the caresof bufy life, abfolv’d. 
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Thy fall, not I alone regret : thy fall, 
In long protracted lamentable ftrain, 
The ftock-dove mourns ; while of their favourite tree 
Bereft, the jay and cuckoo, chatt’ring loud, 
Arraign the author of thine overthrow. 
Onward, the road continues ftill to wind, 
And I, within the limits of its track, 
My tteps confine. A f{mooth inclofure now 
I meafure o’er, and now remove afide 
The rambling fhoots of bramble, that oppofe 
My pailage thro’ a thicket. Here, a fold, 
And there, a fhed for cattle, ftrikes mine eye, 
Before me often fhoots a timid hare; 
Nor ftart I feldom at the whirring flight 
Of partridge, on her brittle ftore furpris’d. 
«Meantime, on this fide, high above me, fwells 
A rugged mountain, overgrown with wood ; 
The riv’let, on the other, brawis along. 
Now, down a fair declivity of fand, 
It babbles cheerful ; now it foams o’er rocks, 
Fretful and difcontented. Deep conceal’d, 
Beneath incumbent willows, and the boughs 
Of hazel, darkling there its current flows ; 
And yonder, in a pure trantlucent pool, 
Diffufive fpreads, as of the level {pot 
Enamour’d. Nigh the bank, with whifp’ring found, 
Soft figh the reeds; and fmiling, half immers’d, 
The water-lily, all fubmiffion, turns 
Her fpotlefs bofom, as the gale directs, 


EXTRACT from Mifs Sewarp’s MONODY on Major Annre. 





ND fhall the Mufe, that marks the folemn fcene, 
‘* As bufy fancy lifts the veil between,” 

Refufe to mingle in the awful train, 
Nor breathe with glowing zeal the votive ftrain ? 
From public fame fhall admiration fire 
‘The boldeft numbers of her raptur’d lyre 
To hymn a ftranger?—and with ardent lay 
Lead the wild mourner round her Cobk’s morai, 
While André fades upon his dreary bier, 
And * ieee only tribute is her tear ? 
Dear, lovely youth! whofe gentle virtues ftole 
Thro’ friendthip’s foft’ning medium on her foul! 
Ah na! —with every {trong refittlefs plea, 
Rife the recorded fas fhe pafs’d with thee, 


‘ Julia.—The name by which Mr, André addrefs'd the author in his cor- 
yefpondence with her, 
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While each dim fhadow of o’erwhelming years, 
y With eagle-glance reverted, memory clears, 

Belov’d companion of the faireft hours, 
That rofe for her in joy’s refplendent bow’rs, 
How gaily fhone on thy bright morn of youth 
The ftar of pleafure, and the fun of truth! 
Full from their fource defcended on thy mind 
Each gen’rous virtue, and each tatte refin’d, 
Young Genius led thee to his varied fane, 
Bade thee afk all his gifts, nor afk in vain ; 
¥.ence novel thoughts, in ev’ry luftre dreft 
Wf pointed wit, that diamond of the breatt ; 
Hence glow’d thy fancy with poetic ray, 
Hence mufic warbled in thy {prightly lay ; 
And hence thy pencil, with his colours warm, 
Caught ev’ry grace, and copied ev’ry charm, 
Whofe tranfient glories beam on beauty’s cheek, 
And bid the glowing ivory breathe and fpeak. 
Bleft pencil! by kind fate ordain’d to fave 
Honora’s femblance trom + her early grave, 
Oh! while on * Julia’s arm it fweetly fimiles, 
And each lorn thought, each long regret beguiles, 
Fondly fhe weeps the hand, which form’d the fpell, 
Now throudlefs mould’ring in its earthy cell! 

But fure the youth, whofe ill-flarr’d paffion {trove 
With all the pangs of inaufpicious love, 
Full oft? deplor’d the fatal art, that ftole 
The jocund freedom of its mafter’s foul! 

While with nice hand he mark’d the living grace, 
And matchlefs fweetnefs of Honora’s face, 
Th’ enamour’d youth the faithful traces bleft, 
‘That barb’d the dart of beauty in his breaft ; 
Around his neck th’ enchanting portrait hung, 
While awarm vow burft ardent trom his tongue, 
That from his bofom no fucceeding day, 
No chance fhould bear that talifman away. 

*T was thus || Apelles bafk’d in beauty’s blaze, 
And felt the mifchief of the ftedfaft gaze ; | 


+ Early grave,—Mifs Honora S=— to whom Mr. Andre's attachment was 
of fuch fingular conftancy, died in a confumption a few months before he 
fuffer’d death at Tappan. She had married another gentleman four years after 
her engagement with Mr. André had been diffolv’d by parental anthority. 

* Julia’s arm —Mr. André drew two miniature pictures of Mifs Honora 
S——— on his firft acquaintance with ber at Buxton, in the year 1769, one 
for himfelf, the other for the author of this poem. : Ah 

' ‘Twas thus Apelles.——Prior is very elegant upon this circumftance in an 
Ode to his friend Mr. Howard the painter. 
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Trac’d with diforder’d hand Campafpe’s charm 
And as their beams the kindling oes oe 
‘Triumphant love, with ftill fuperior art, 
~_—— their wonders on the painter’s heart. 
ear loftcompanion! ever conftant youth ! 
That fate had finil’d propitious on thy truth ! 
Nor bound th’ enfanguin’d laurel on that brow 
Where love ordain’d his brighteft wreath to glow ! 
Then peace had led thee to her fofteft bow’rs, 
And Hymen ftrew’d thy path with all his flow’rs ; 
Drawn tothy roof, by friendfhip’s filver cord, 
Fach focial joy had brighten’d at thy board ; 
Science, and foft affection’s blended rays 
Had fhone unclouded on thy lengthen’d days ; 
From hour to hour thy tafte, with confcious pride, 
Had mark’d new talents in thy lovely bride ; 
Till thou had{t own’d the magic of her face 
Thy fair Honora’s leaft engaging grace. 
Dear loft Honora! o’er thy early bier 
Sorrowing the Mufe {till fheds her facred tear ! 
The blufhing rofe-bud in its vernal bed, 
By zephyrs fan’d, by glift’ring dew-drops fed, 
In June’s gay morn that {cents the ambient air, 
Was not more fweet, more innocent, or fair. 
Oh! when fuch pairs their kindred fpirit find, 
When fenfe and virtue deck each fpotlefs mind, 
Hard is the doom that fhall the union break, 
And fate’s dark billow rifes o’er the wreck. 


EXTRACT from the fourth Book of Mr. Mason’s ENGLISH 


GARDEN. 


Or native glory, more than all fublime, 


Alcander’s fcene pofleft : "Twas ocean’s felf-————. 
He, boift’rous king, againft the eattern cliffs 
Dath’d his white foam ; a verdant vale between 
Gave fplendid ingrefs to his world of waves. 
Slaunting this vale the mound of that clear ftream 
Lay hid in fhade, which tlowly lav’d his lawn: 
But there fet free, the rill refum’d its pace, 
And hurried to the main. ‘The dell it paft 
Was rocky and retir’d: here art with eafe 
Might lead it o’era grot, and filter’d there, 
‘Teach it to {parkle down its craggy fides, 
And fall and tinkle on its pebbled floor. 
Here then that grot he builds, and conchs with fpars, 
Mofs petrified with branching corallines 
| In 
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In mingled mode arranges: all found here 
Propriety of place ; what view’d the main 
Might well the fhelly gifts of ‘Thetis bear. 


- Not fo the inland cave: with richer ftore 


Than thofe the neighb’ring mines afd mountains yie 3 
To hang its roof, would feem incongruous pride, 
And fright the local genius from the fcene. 

One vernal morn, as urging here the work 
Surrounded by his hinds, from mild to cold 
The feafon chang’d, from cold to fudden ftorm, 
From ftorm towhirlwind. ‘To the angry main 
Swiftly he turns and fees a laden fhip 
Difmafted by its rage. ‘* Hie, hie we all,” 
Alcander cry’d, ** quick to the neighb’ring beach.” 
They flew ; they cam¢, but only to behold, 
Tremendous fight! the veffel dafh its poop 
Amid the boiling breakers. Need I tell 
What ttrenuous arts were us’d, when all were us’d, 
To fave the finking crew? One tender maid 
Alone efcap’d, fav’d by Alcander’s arm, 
Who boldly fwam to fnatch her from the plank 
To which fhe feebly clung; fwiftly to thore, 
And fwifter to his home the youth convey’d 
His clay-cold prize, whoat his portal firi 
By one deep figh a fign of life betray’d. 
A maid fo hav'd, if but by nature bleft 
With common charms, had foon awak’d a flame 
More ftrong than pity, in that melting heart 
Which pity warm’d before. But the was fair 
As peets picture Hebe, or the fpring ; 
Graceful withal, as if each limb were caf 
In that ideal mould whence Raphael drew 
His Galatea : yes, th’ impailion’d youth 
Felt more than pity when he view’d her charms. 
Yet fhe, (ah, walle to tell) tho’ much he lov’d, 
Suppreft as much that fympathetic flame 
Which love like his fhould kindle : did he kneel 
In rapture at her feet ? She bow’d the head, 
And coldly bad him rife; or did he plead, 
In terms of pureft paffion, for a fmile ? 
She gave him buta tear : his manly form, 
His virtues, ev’n the courage that preferv’d 
Her life, befeem’d no fentiment to wake 
Warmer than gratitude ; and yet the love 
Withheld from him fhe freely gave his fcenes ; 
On all their charms a jult applaufe beftow’d ; 
And, if the e’er was happy, only then , 
When wand’ring where thofe charms were moft difplay’d. 


Serena's 








SERENA’s Difficulty in the Choiee of a Mafquerade Drefs. 


[From Mr. Hayrey’s Triumpus of TEMPER.) 


O W in Diana’s form fhe hopes to meet 
F A fond Endymion fighing at her feet ; 


ow her proud thought terreftrial pomp affumes, 
And Dian’s crefcent yields to Indian plumes ; 
Now, in the habit of the Grecian ifles, 
She hears fome Ofman fuing for her finiles, 
And fees his foul that blaze of drefs outhhine, 
Whofe weadzh impoverifh’d a diamond mine ; 
Now fimpler charms her quick attention draw, 
‘The rofe-crown’d bonnet, and the hat of ftraw, 
A village-maid fhe feems, in neat attire, 
A faithtul fhepherd now her fole defire, 
Thus, as new figures in her fancy throng 
** She’s every thing by ftarts, and nothing long :”” 
But, ir the {pace of one revolving hour, 
Flies thro’ all ftates of poverty and power, 
All forms, on whom her veering mind can pitch, 
Sultana, gipfy, goddefs, nymph, and witch. 
At length, her foul with Shak{peare’s magic fraught, 
The wand of Ariel fixt her roving thought ; 
Ariel’s light graces all her heart poffefs, 
And Jenny’s order’d to prepare the drefs. 
It feems already bought, with fond applaufe ; 
An azure tiffue, and a filver gauze ; 
Too foon, alas! that garb of heavenly hue 
The ready mercer flafhes to her view. 
Ah blind to fate! how oft the youthful belle 
Feels her gay heart at fight of tiffue fwell ! 
And thinks the fafhionable filk muft prove 
Her robe of triumph, and a fpell to love ! 
To thec, fweet maid, whofe pleafure-darting eyes, 
Joy in this favourite veft, an hour fhall rife, 
When thou fhalt hate the filk fo fondly fought, 
And wish thy filver-fpotted gaufe unbought. 


Defcription of ENN UI. 


{From the fame Pocm,] 


Wi ‘wach ae le nich, 
With every quaint Sedde of fplendor rich, 


Yon phantom, who, from vulgar eyes withdrawn, 


Appears to itretch in one eternal yawn ; of 
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Of empire here he holds the tottering helm, 
Prime minifter in Spleen’s difcordant realm, 
The pillar of her fpreading ftate, and more, 
Her darling offspring, whom on earth fhe bore ; 
For, as on earth his wayward mother ftray’d, 
Grandeur, with eyes ot fire, her form furvey’d, 
And with ftrong paflion ftarting from his throne, 
Unloos’d the fullen queen’s reluctant zone. 
From his embrace, conceiv’d in moody joy, 
Rofe the round image of a bloated boy : 

His nurfe was Indolence ; his tutor Pomp, 

Who kept the child from every childith romp ; 
They rear’d their nurfling to the bulk you fee, ~, 
And his proud parents call’d their imp Ennui. ’ 
This realm he rules, and in fuperb attire 

Vifits each earthly palace of his fire : 

A thoufand fhapes he wears, now pert, now prim, 
Purfues each grave conceit, or idle whim ; 

In arms, in arts, in government engages, 

With monarchs, poets, politicians, fages ; 

But drops each work, the moment it’s begun, 
And, trying all things, can accomplifh none : 
Yet o’er each rank, and age, and fex, his fway, 
Spreads undifcern’d, and makes the world his prey. 
The light coquet, amid flirtation, fighs, 

To find him lurk in Pleafure’s vain difguife ; 
And the grave nun difcovers, in her cell, 

That holy water buts augments his fpell. 

As the ftrange monfter of the ferpent breed, 
That haunts, as travellers tell, the marfhy mead, 
Devours each nobler beaft, tho’ firmly grown 
To fize and ftrength fuperior to his own ;— 

For on the grazing horfe, or larger bull, 

Subtly he fprings, of dark faliva full, 

With fwiftly-darting tongue his prey anoints 
With venom, potent to diffolve its joints, 

And, while its bulk in liquid poifon fwims, 
Swallows its melting bone, and fluid limbs :— 
So this Ennui, this wonder-working elf, 

Can vanquifh powers far mightier than himfett. 


Defcription of SCANDAL. 


[From the fame Poem. ] 


RAPT in dark mifts, malignant Scandat flies, 
While Envy’s poifon’d breath the buoyant gale fupphies. 

Tho’ Sheridan, with fhafts of comic wit, 
Pierc’d, and expos’d her to the laughing pit, 
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Th’ immortal hag ftill wears her paper crown ; 
The dreaded emprefs of the idle town : 
O'erleaping her prerogative of old, 

To fink the noble, to defame the bold ;— 

In chace of worth to flip the dogs of ftrife, 
Thro’ all the ample range of public life ;— 
The tyrant now, that fanctuary burft, 
Where Happinefs by Privacy is nurft, 

Her fury tang as her powers increafe, 
O’erturns the altars of domettic Peace. 
Pleas’d in her dark and gall-diftilling cloud 
The fportive form of Innocence to fhroud, 
Beauty’s young train her baleful eyes furvey, 
To mark the faireft, as her favourite prey. 
Hence, fweet Serena, while thy fpirit ftray’d 
Round the deep realms of fubterrancan thade, 
This keeneft agent of th’ infernal powers 

On earth was bufied in thofe tranquil hours, 
To biaft thy peace, and poifon’d darts to aim, 
Againft the honour of thy fpotlefs name : 
For Scandal, rettlefs fiend, who never knows "4 
The balmy bleffing of an hour’s repofe, 
Worn, yet unfated with her daily toil, 

In her bafe work confumes the midnight oil. 
O’er fiercer fiends when heavy flumbers creep, 
When wearied Avarice and Ambition fleep, 
Scandal is vigilant, and keen to fpread 

The plagues that {pring from her prolific head. 
On Truth’s fair bafis fhe her falfehood builds, 
With tinfel fentiment its furface guilds ; 

To nightly labour from their dark abodes 
The demons of the groaning prefs the goads, 
And fimiles to fee their rapid art fupply 

Ten thoufand wings to every infant lye. 


ConcLusi0On of the Poem. 


T length the enraptur’d youth, all forms compleat, 
Bears his fweet bride to his paternal feat ; 
On a fair lawn the chearful manfion ftood, 
And high behind it rofe a circling wood, 
As the blefs’d lord of this extenfive reign 
Led his dear partner thro’ her new domain, 
With fond furprize, Serena foon defcried 
A temple rais’d to her extherial guide. 
Its ornaments fhe view’d with tender awe, 
Their fathion fuch as fhe in vifion faw ; ‘ 
‘or 
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For the kind youth, her grateful {mile to gain, 
Had, from her clear defcription, deck’d the fane. 
ae Sa he cried, to his angelic wife, 

*¢ Be this kind power the worfhip of our life !” 
He fpoke, and led her to the inmoft fhrine ; 
Here, link’d in rofy bands, two votaries fhine ; 
The pencil had imparted life to each, 

With energy that feem’d beyond its reach. 

Firft ftood Connubial Love, a manly youth, 
Whofe bright eye fpoke the ardent vows of truth ; 
Friendfhip, fweet {miling, fill’d the fecond place, 
In all the fofter charms of virgin grace. 

Their meeting arms a myftic tablet raife, 

Deck’d with thefe lines, the moral of my lays : 

** Virtue’s an ingot of Peruvian gold, 

Senfe the bright ore, Potofi’s mines unfold ; 

But Temper’s image mutt their ufe create, 

And give thefe precious metals fterling weight.” 


INFLUENCE of CHIVALRY, in freeing Europe from the 
growing Dominion of the Moors. 


[From Mr. Micxre’s Atmapa Hitrt,] 


UT turn we now from Chivalry difeafed, 

To Chivalry when Honour’s wreath fhe feized 
From Wifdom’s hand.—From Taurus’ rugged fteep, 
And Caucafus, far round with headlong fwee 
As wolves wild howling from their famifh’d if 
Rufh’d the devouring bands of Sarazen : 
Their favage genius, giant-like and blind, 
‘Trampling with fullen joy on human kind, 
Affyria lay its own uncover’d grave, 

And Gallia trembled to th’ Atlantic wave: 

In awful wafte the faireft cities moan’d, 

And human Liberty expiring groan’d 

When Chivalry arofe :—Her ardent eye 
Sublime, that fondly mingled with the fky, 
Where Patience watch’d, and ftedfaft Purpofe frown’d 
Mixt with Devotion’s fire, fhe darted round, 

Stern and indignant ; on her glittering fhield 

The Crofs fhe bore, and proudly to the field 

High plum’d fhe rufh’d ; by Honour’s dazzling fired, 
Confcious of Heaven’s own caufe, and all infpired 
By holy vows, as on the frowning tower 

The lightning vollies, on the crefted power 

Of Sarazen the wing’d her javelin’s way, 


And the wide-wafting giant proftrate lay. 
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1781. 





IVINITY, in the prefent 
year, hath not made fo diftin- 
guifhed a figure as it did in the 
lait; the theological productions of 
1781 being inferior in number, im- 
portance, and value. Neverthe- 
lefs, fome few have appeared which 
are not unworthy of notice. Of 
thefe, the firft place is due to Mr. 
Taylor’s ** Thoughts on the Na- 
ture of the Grand Apottacy ; with 
Reflections and Ob{fervations on the 
fitteenth Chapter of Mr. Gibbon’s 
Hiltory of the Deeline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire.” We do not ad- 
mire the title of the book ; and we 
could have wifhed that the author 
had not interfperfed in his work fo 
many of his peculiar ideas con- 
cerning the Millennium. But not- 
withftanding this, it is a treatife of 
great merit, with regard to inge- 
nuity, learning, and true know- 
ledge of Chriitianity. Indeed, it 
is one of the completeft, if it be 
not abfolutely the completeft an- 
fwer that hath been given to Mr. 
Gibbon, though it will not be fo 
opular as Dr. Watfon’s Apology. 
Ir. Taylor, who is the fame gen- 
tleman that wrote Ben Mordecai’s 
Letters, hath mixed feveral ftrokes 
of humour in the prefent perform- 
ance, which occafionall!y give it an 
agreeable vivacity. His introduc- 
tory obfervations on the benefits of 
1781. 


fneering are very pleafant. Of the 
three differtations annexed to the 
work, the third on * Prophecy,” b 

the late rev. Mr. Richard Favell, 
rector of St. Maurice, in Winchef- 
ter, is peculiarly valuable ; and cau- 
fes us to regret that the world is de- 
prived of a clergyman, who, if we 
may judge from this {pecimen of his 
abilities, would have been a diftin- 
guifhed ornament to theological li- 
terature, anda refpectable and ju- 
dicious defender of revelation. 

Mr. Madan hath purfued his ab- 
furd and infamous defence of poly- 
gamy, in another volume of the 
Thelyphthora, In this volume, be- 
fides endeavouring, in vain, to an- 
fwer the objections which have been 
made to his doctrine, he principally 
employs himfelf in abufing the fa- 
thers. Againtl the fathers, who have 
many weaknefles to anfwer for, 
much may be taid with an appear- 
ance of reafon and juftice. But 
they muit have been far worfe than 
they were, to have excited Mr. 
Madan’s admiration and applaufe. 
With all their faults, they were not 
weak or wicked enough to give coun- 
tenance to the fytem which he hath 
fupported ; and hence it is that he is 
filled with indignation againft them, 
and treats them without meréy. His 
knowledge of them, however, 1% 
not founded on original learning, 

O but 




























~ | Ges bs ee ee ee 
* « 














[x10] DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


but is drawn from modern compi- 
lers, and even bad tranilations of 
thoie compilers. The confequence 
of this is, that to wrong arguments 
he hath added a fufficient quantity 
of blunders, as hath amply and de- 
cifively been thewnin the Monthly 
Review. Several difinét antago- 
niits have appeared again{t him in 
the courfe ot the year. Mr. Pal- 
mer, a diffenting clergyman, refi- 
dent at Birmingham, in his * Exa 
mination of the Thelyphthora” hath 
advanced fome fcriptural confider- 
ations of great weight in the contro- 
veriy. The people of Mr. Madan’s 
own profeffion, the Methodifts, have 
been peculiarly folicitous, by ex- 
preiling their indignation againtt 
his doctrine, to wipe off the reproach 
he has catt upon their fect. Mr. 
Hill, in his ** Bletlings of Polygamy 
difplayed,” hath attacked him with 
argument and wit; and hath re- 
peated his attack, in the fame way, 
in the ** Cobler’s Letter.”” Even Mr. 
Madan’s old and particular triend, 
the rector of Aidwinckle, hath 
written againit him ; and hath done 
it with no fmall advantage, in his 
*¢ Scriptural Refutation.” The con- 
troverly is now, we believe, brought 
nearly to a conclufion ; and the 
time cannot be far off in which the 
Thelyphthora will fink into total 
contempt and oblivion. 
The Trinity hath again become 
the object of attention to fome of 
our divines. Mr. Shepherd’s ** Free 
ixamination of the Socinian Expo- 
fition of the prefatory Veries of St. 
John’s Gofpel,” is another addition 
tu the numerous treatifes which 
have been publitfhed on that contro- 
verted and difficult paffage. The 
learned writer earnettly contends, 
that this paflage affords a decifive 
proof both of the pre-exiitence and 
the divinity of Chrit; and the 


praife cannot be denied him of 
having fupported his argument with 
ability. Whether his fuccefs hath 
been equal to his ability, will, un. 
es {till continue to be 
oubted. 

Very different are the avowed fen. 
timents of Mr. Lindfey on the 
fame fubject. ‘This gentleman, in 
a little tract, entitled “ The Cate. 
chitt,” which feems intended for the 
ufe of common Chrittians, hath en- 
deavoured tofhew, from the general 
teftimony of fcripture, that the fupre- 
macy of the one God and father of 
all, is the uniform voice of reve- 
lation ; and what he hath obferved, 
in defence of a dottrine fo appa. 
rently rational, is highly deferving 
of confideration. Many, however, 
will think that difficulties ftill re- 
main, with regard to feveral paf- 
fages in the facred writings, of which 
he hath attempred to give an expla 
nation. 

Another gentleman, of the fame 
turn of-thinking with Mr. Lindfey, 
hath written, ** A free and ferious 
Addrefs to the Chriflian Laity, ef- 
pecially fuch as, embracing the 
Unitarian Sentiments, conform to 
Trinitarian Worfhip.” In this ad- 
drefs, the author endeavours to 
prove, that thofe perfons who rejeet 
the belief of the Trinity ought not 
to join in offices of devotion which 
are founded upon the admiffion of 
that doctrine. ‘The point is urged 
with great earneftnels, and we do 
not fee what anfwer can be given to 
the writer’s arguments, by the men 
who embrace the Unitarian princi 
ples, and yetcomply with the Atha- 
nafian forms of worfhpping the 
Deity. 

The ‘* Remarks on Mr. Lind- 
fey’s Differtation upon praying f 
Chrift,” afford a farther difcuthon ofa 


quefion which hath lately been 
much 
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much agitated in the theological 
world. Many even of thofe who 
admit the inferiority of the Son to 
the Father, contend, that a certain 
degree of fubordinate worthip is to 
be paid to our Bleffed Saviour, and 
that this is exprefsly appointed in 
fcripture, and confirmed by various 
inftances. ‘The matter is ftill in 
controverfy among our divines, and 
itis probable that it willnot fpeedily 
be decided ; unlefs a fuller and more 
elaborate treatife be written upon 
the fubjeA than hath yet been given 
to the public. 

Wakefield’s ** Effay on Infpirati- 
on confidered chiefly with re{pect to 
the Evangelifts,” is the wark of a 
young man, whofe zeal to diftinguifh 
himfelf is fuperior to his knowledge 
and judgment. Thereis a petulant 
forwardnefs in the preface, which, 
though it may proceed from an ho- 
act ardour in the caufe of Chriftian 
liberty, would have been well ex- 
changed for a little modefty and dif- 
cretion. As to the eflay itfell, fo 
far as what is advanced is true, and 
reafonable, there is little in it but 
what hath long been admitted by 
rational divines ; and where Mr. 
Wakctield goes out of the common 
road, he generally betrays himfelf 
by hafty aflertions, What he hath 
alleged, in particular, concerning 
St. Luke’s account ot the two ma- 
lefactors who were crucified with 
Jefus, is remarkably crude and inju- 
dicious, and proves the writer’s 1g- 
norance of the fubje&. A_ treatife 
on infpiration, which fhould be 
more full, accurate, critical, and 
fpecific than moft that have yet ap- 
peared, would be an acceptable 
prefent to the lovers of facred lite- 
rarture, 

Mr. Wakefield’s «* New Traof- 
lation of the firft Epittle of Paul to 
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the Theffalonians,” and which is 
publifhed as a fpecimen of an in- 
tended tranflation of the whole New 
Teftament, hath only convinced us 
that the author ought to wait fome 
years before he engages in fo ardu- 
ous an undertaking. 

The controverfy between the 
bifhop of Waterford and Dr. Prieit- 
ley, concerning the duration of our 
Lord’s miniftry, hath been carried 
on with the fame candour and good 
manners as before. The bithop hath 
anfwered Dr. Priefiley’s fecond let- 
ter, and this hath produced a reply 
from the doctor, in a third addrefs 
tu his lordthip. The debate is now, 
perhaps, brought to a conclufion ; 
and cach of the difputants will pro- 
bably fit down fully fatisfied with his 
own Opinion. 

Mr. Green’s * Poetical Parts of 
the Old Teitament, newly tranflated 
from the Hebrew,” is the pro- 
duction of a veteran in feripture 
criticifm. The author is a ftrenu- 
ous advocate for the truth of bifhop 
Hare’s fyftem, with regard to the 
verfification and metre of the an- 
cient poetry of the per In this 
refpect, the learned will fcarce! 
agree with Mr, Green, after what 
hath been fo well, and as we think, 
fo decilively alleged upon the fub- 
ject, by Dr. Lowth. In other points, 
the public is indebted to the worthy 
and learned illuftrator, for many 
valuable remarks. 

Mr. Farrer’s ** Selection of He- 
brew Poems tranflated,”’ is a freth 
inftance of the difficulty of fuccefs 
in rendering fome of the mott af- 
fecting and fublime paflages of the 
Pfalms and prophets into Englifh 
verfe. 

Were it not for the name and dig- 
nity of the writer, we fhould fearce- 
ly have taken notice of Dr. Bagot’s 
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Letter to Dr. Bell, upon the facra- 
ment of the Lord’s fupper. Indeed, 
it isthe lefs worthy of attention, as 
it is not adifquifition into the nature 
and defign of the ordinance, but a 
rebuke to Dr. Bell, for giving fuch 
a view of it as is fuppofed to be 
different from that of the church. 
This, however, is a matter which 
relates to himfelf. Dr. Bell, we 
doubt not, is fatisfied with his own 
conduct; and, in the mean while, 
the world is obliged to him for his 
rational and fcriptural account of 
the inftitution. 

Robinfon on Toleration doth not 
relate tothat fubject in general, but 
is a defence of what is called free 
communion amongit the Antipedo- 
Baptifts ; that is, the admiffion of 
thofe perfons to partake of the holy 
facrament in their churches, who 
refufe to be baptized by aonmertion, 
becaufe they fincerely believe, that 
they have been rightly baptized by 
fprinklingin their infancy. 

Mr. Williams’s Differtation on 
Scripture Imprecations, prefixed to 
his collection of P?falms for public 
worflip, is upon a queftion of im- 
portance in theology. The defign 
of the author is to vindicate the fa- 
cred writers in general, and the 
pfalmift in particular, from the 
charge of tidiedatng and counte- 
nancing a malevolent fpirit. With 
this view the pofition he endeavours 
to eftablith is, that the Hebrew 
texts exprefs no kind of cif, but 
are only fo many denunciations of 
the juit difpleafure of God againtt 
thofe, who were or thould be guilt 
of the feveral fins there wal 8 , 
and of the judgments they might 
reafonably expect to follow, unlefs 
prevented by a timely and thorough 
repentance. What Mr. Williams 
hath advanced, in fupport of his 
pofition, appears to be founded on 
truth and reafon, 
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The Sermons, as well as the 
Theological productions in general 
of the year, have not been equal to 
thofe of 1780. Wecannot, among 
the writers of this kind, mention a 
Hurd, a Blair, or a Mainwaring, 
All which can be faid of Dr. God- 
dard’s Difcourtes is, that they are 
plain, practical, and uleful ; tor 
they do not rife to any peculiar dig- 
nity of fentiment, or elegance of 
compofition. Of Mr. Tatham’s Ser- 
mons, hikewife, though the produe- 
tions of a man of abilities, it cannot, 
we believe, be afferted, that they 
are likely to procure him a more 
than common reputation. The 
do not always contain that fimpli- 
city and nervoufnefs of ftyle, at 
which the writer profeiles to aim ; 
and there is too much in them of 
thofe difpucable doctrines, which 
we could wifh to fee for ever ba- 
nifhed trom the pulpit. 

A particular teftimony of refpe& 
is due to the late excellent Bithop 
of Sodor and Man, Dr. Thomas 
Wilfon. His fon, the prefent Dr. 
Wilfon, fo well known by his pa- 
triotic attachments, hath publithed 
a fplendid edition of his father’s 
works ; which mutt be acknowledg- 
ed to be a proper and an honour- 
able inftance of regard to the me- 
mory of fo pious and worthy a pa- 
rent. The fecomd volume conlitts 
of a hundred fermons never betore 
printed. The fimplicity of ftyle 
and fentiment renders them the 
moit proper model of difcourfes for 
common families, fervants, and the 
lower order of people, that, per 
haps, can be found in this country. 
They are eafy, plain, and intelli- 
gible, ina degree that mutt be level 
tothe meancit underftanding. It's 
to be regretted that the good bifhop’s 

o . 
zeal for all the doétrines and cere- 
monies of the Church hath occa- 


fioned him to mix fome things 
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the fermons which judicious perfons 
would be glad to have feen omitted. 
They might, otherwife, have ferved 
for the Sunday evening’s inftructions 
of every Chrittian family, of every 
religious denomination. 

As to Dr. Neve’s Sermons, preach- 
ed at Mr. Bamptcon’s Oxtord lee- 
ture, we are concerned to iee men 
of parts and litcrature, cramped by 
fo confined an object. Nothing 
very interefting or important wiil 
ever be produced by this leéture, 
The tubjects, even it they had been 
more judici ully chofen, are too li- 
mited to aitord {cope tor great exer- 
tions. The inttitution of Mr. Boyle, 
which hath given birth to fuch a 
number of excellent detences of re- 
ligion, hath for fome years been 
upen the decline. ‘The Warburto- 
nian lecture, though of fuch recent 
original, a'realy languifhes from 
the difliculry there is in engaging able 
men to undertake it. If fuch be the 
fate of more valuable defigns, we 
may venture to pronounce, that Mr, 
Bampton’s inftitution will not be long 
in finking into total infigniticance. 

Mr. Ramfay’s ** Sea Sermons” 
ought not to be paffed over without 
a tribute of refpect. A chaplain of 
a man of war, who thus laudably 
employs himfelf in ftirring up the 
Britith failors toa fenfe of their pe- 
culiar duties, is entitled to applaufe. 
The difcourfes, which are the firft 
of the kind, have a confiderable 
degree of avimation; and the fub- 
jects are, in general, well fuited to 
the men to whom they are addrefled. 

The fingle fermons of the year 
make a more flriking figure than 
thofe which have appeared in vo- 
lumes ; and there are three or four 
of them of fuch uncommon merit, 
thet the mention of them cannot be 
omitred, The ‘* Difcourfe on the 
late Fait, by Philoleutherus Nortol- 
cienfis,” and which is underftood to 


be written by Dr Parr of Norwich, 
ftands diftinguithed above the reft. 
The length of it is fuch, that it is 
rather a treatife than afermon; and 
it is a treatife of the higheft value, 
abounding with acute and important 
obfervations, ftriking and energetic 
language, fublime and pathetic elo- 
quence, An equal union of wifdom, 
piety, and animation is feldom to be 
met with. We do not, however, 
think that the difcourfe is wholl 
tree from faults. A few of the fen- 
timents might be objected to ; and 
the ityle is tometimes laboured into 
ititfnefs and obf. urity. 

Mr. Crewe’s Sermon, preached at 
Oxtord, on the fifth ot November, 
comes recommended by various me- 
rit. His liberal views with regard 
to religious toleration, and the late 
relaxation of the laws againit the 
Roman Catholics, demand the ap- 
probation of every enlightened and 
generous mind. His opinions cone 
cerning civil liberty are founded on 
the nobleft ideas of the rights of hu- 
man nature; and the elegance of his 
compofition and language is fuited 
to the dignity ot his fentiments. 

Upon a different fubject, Mr. 
Paley’s “ Advice to the young 
Clergymen of the Diocefe of Car- 
litle,” is entitled to equal praifes. 
The advice is chiefly intended tor 
the lower order of churchmen, efpe- 
cially fuch as fuftain the character of 
curates; and the exhortations he 
gives are the refult of united 
wifdom, ferioufnels, and know- 
ledge of the world. Nothing, if 
properly attended to, can be better 
calculated to render clergymen ho- 
nourable, ufeful, and happy. To 
fuch men as Parr, Crewe, and 
Paley, the Church of England may 
look up as its future ornaments ; 
and it is to be hoped that they will 
not be permitted to remain in fta- 
tions of obfcurity.—Mr. Poftle- 

O 3 thwaite’s 

















[214] 


thwaite’s difcourfe at Cambridge, 
upon Ifaiah, chap. vii. ver. 14, 15, 
16, is another attempt to explain a 
very difficult and important prophe- 
cy, which, at all times, and etpe- 
cially of late years, hath much ex- 
cited the attention of the feriptural 
critics. The author’s interpreta- 
tion, by which he endeavours to 
fix it to the Meffiah, is new, inge- 
nious, and well fupported; but 
whether he hath. removed every per- 

lexity that hath attended this cele- 
ened paflage, will poflibly ftill be 
confidered as a matter juitly to be 
doubted. 

Did it comport with our plan, to 
enter into the confideration of fingle 
fermons in general, feveral others 
have been publihed during the 
courfe of the year, which might well 
deferve to have been mentioned : 
and we can fearcely forgive ourtelves 
for having forgotten more diitin¢t- 
ly to characterife Mr. Cappe’s Dit- 
courfe, preached at York, upon oc- 
cafion of the Fatt. 


On the Head of Natural Religion, 
the only production deferving of pe- 
culiar regard, is Dr. Balguy’s ** Di- 
vine Benevolence afferted.” This 
is not a declamatory treatife on the 
fubject, but one of the clofeit and 
moit philofophical difcuilions of it 
that hath ever been prefented to the 
public. The acute and ingenious 
writer proceeds with flow and cau- 
tious tteps, till he hath fully eftsb- 
lifhed his point. Without mention- 
ing Mr. Hume, Dr. Balguy appears 
to hare intended his work to ke an 
anfwer to that able and celebrated 
feeptic 3 and the anfwer is a com- 
plete one, fo far as the divine bene- 
volence is concerned. It is an ad- 


inirable fpecimen of a larger treasife 

which the author has by him, on the 

dub cet of natural religion and mo- 
1 
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rality, and which, we hope, will 
not long be with-held from the lite. 
rary world, This publication, we 
believe, materially contributed to. 
wards procuring tor Dr. Balguy the 
oficr he lately had of the bilhoprick 
oi Gloucefier, but which he though 
proper to refufe. or 


With refpect to Metaphyfics, No- 
thing hath been produced, during 
the year 1781, bur the drainings of 
the controverly railed by Dr. Prief- 
ley, concerning matter and {pirit, 
and philofophical neceflity. Mr, 
Gifford’s Outlines of an Anfwer to 
that gentleman’s Difquifiions, are 
the production of an able man who 
is converfant with the fubject on 
which he writes. He is well ac- 
quainted with the authors who aflert 
the immateriality of the human foul, 
and hath given their fentiments with 
peripicuity and torce; but we do 
not recollect that there is any thing 
new in his arguments. 

The fame account will nearly fuit 
Mr. Rotheram’s ** Effay on the Dif 
tinction between the Soul and Body 
of Man.” With peripicuity and 
elegance of language, the author 
fupports the commen, and what 1s 
deemed the orthodox opinion with 
regard to the eflential citlerence be- 
tween matter and fpirit. 

A larger proportion of metaphyfical 
acutenets Law 3 perhaps, be affigned 
to the writer of the “ Effay on the 
Nature and Exiftence of the Mate- 
rial World.” This writer attacks, 
with great fpirit and vigour, both 
Dr. Price and Dr. Prietiley ; and 
defends, with no finall degree ot 
ability, bithop Berkeley’s ideal fy- 
item. From the agreeable vivacity 
and wit with which he exprefles him- 
felf, a perfon might fometimes be 
almoit tempted to doubt whether 


he be in earneit, and whether it may 
no 
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not be his principal intention to 
Jaugh at his two antagoniits. W hat- 
ever may be the cafe, the praise 
cannot be denied him of eminent 
ingenuity and penctration, 

The fimall tra¢t entitled “* The 
Doctrine of Philofophical Neceflity 
invalidated” is the production of a 
man who has thought upon the 
fubject. He hath endeavoured to give 
his arguments the form of a demon- 
itration: but, whatever zealous metae 
phyficians may imagine, no demon- 
dtration is to be expected, on either 
fide, in the queftion concerning free 
will. It hath been debated from 
the time that men began to philofo- 

hize, and it will continue to be de- 
Canad as long as the worid exifls. 


With regard tothe general fcience 
of Human N ature, aod the Progrefs 
of Society and Manners, we do not 
recollect any thing that requires to 
be noticed ; excepting that Mr. 
Bruce hath publithed anew edition 
of his * Firft Principles of Philo- 
fophy,”? and Dr. Dunbar of his 
«+ Eflays on the Hiftory ot Mankind 
in rude and cultivated Ages.” In 
thefe editions the ingenious and 
ables writers have contiderably im- 
proved their works. Mr. Bruce hath 
made large additions to the exten- 
five and important plan of ttudy 
which he hath propoted to the exa- 
mination of his readers. We hope 
that in fome future time he will be 
able to fill up the great outline which 
he hath here drawn with fo matterly 


a hand. , 


Concerning Government in gene- 
ral and the E nglith Conttitution and 
Laws in particular, the year 17 781 
hath afforded a variety of publica- 
sions. It, in mentioning thefe, we 
give the firit place to Dr. ‘Tucker’s 
treatife on Civil Government, it 3s 
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not from the high fenfe we entertain 


of its merit. The Dean’s attack 
upon Mr. Locke (for that is the 
chief purpote ot his book) is vio- 
lent, tliberal, and, in every im- 
portant refpect, groundlets. He 
miftukes both Mr. Locke’s politions, 
and the coniequences that refule 
trom them; and then treats that 
great man’s ‘fyitem with reproaches, 
the cautes of which are only to be 
jound in his own abiurd imagina- 
tion, ‘The contempt with which 
he continually utes the words 
** Lockrans” and * Lockian hy- 
pothelis,” is unworthy of the gen- 
tleman, and unfuitable to the regard 
thac was due to joeminent a writer 
Neither bath Dr, Tucker preierved 
a confittency in bis treatife; for 
whilit he appears fo angry with the 
affertors of the rights of the people, 
he makes concellions, w hich, in el- 
tect, dettroy his own doctrine, andcan 
only be fupported on Mr. Locke's 
general principles. As to his 
mighty clamour about the ** Ori. 
gin al Contract,” the difpute is of 
little importance. It either Locke 
or his fellowers have fometimes 
exprefitd = themfelves unguardedly 
concerning it, 11s bo great matter: 
the idea is a juit one. For if go- 
vernment be a truft for the benefit 
ot the ** governed,” there mult, in 
the very nature of it, be certain 
mutual conditions implied, without 
which it cannot poffibly be eftabiith- 
ed on a right foundation, It cannot 
be denied that Dean Tucker hath 
difplayed fome ability in the publi- 
cation before us, and that he writes 
with vivacity ; but it is a vivacity 
which hath an air of petulance and 
conceit. Neither is his work detti- 
tute of hiftorical information; but 
his account of the Gothic Conftitu- 
tion is too violently wrefted to his 
own purpofes. As to his main de- 
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fign of bringing Mr. Locke into 
diicredit, we will anfwer for it, that 
his attempt will be attended with 
little fuccets. ‘The reputation and 
writings of that i!luftrious philofo- 
pher will flourifh in the utmoft ho- 
nour and veneration, when Dr. 
‘Fucker fhall be totally forgotten. 
Or if the name of the Dean thould 
defcend to potierity with Mr. Locke’s, 
it will only be attached to it as that 
of Zoilus is to Homer, with con- 
tempt and difgrace. 

‘Lhe author of the * Principles 
of Law and Government,” is of a 
very different caft of mind from Dr. 
Tucker, He is a diiciple of Mr. 
Locke, without implicitly fubferib- 
ing to every fentiment or expreffion 
of his matter. He agrees with him 
in afferting the rights of mankind 
with ardour, and in ftrenuoutly 
maintaining the caufe of equal liber- 
ty. His plan of a federal league 
between great Britain and America 
comes, we are afraid, too late to be 
carried into execution. 

Noodt’s ‘Two Difcourfes on 
Sovereign Power and Liberty of 
Confcience,” tranfiated by Mr. 
Macaulay, prefent us with another 
publication confecrated to the caufe 
of freedom. The tranflator, in his 
notes, hath confirmed and fupported 
the liberal principles of the original 
author. Ir isa thame to this coun- 
try, that, whilft foreigners are en- 
larging their conceptions of the civil 
and religious rights of human nature, 
and diffufing their rational and gene- 
rous ideas through the world, there 
are perfons amongit us, and thofe, 
too, of fome name, who advance 
tenets of a flavith and bigotted 
kind. 

Jbbetfon’s ** Differtation on the 
National Affemblies under the Saxon 
andNormanGovernment,” «flertsthe 
ancient free conititution of England, 
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efpecially in the Saxon times. The 
author maintains his point with an 
ability and learning which fhew, 
that, as a young barrifter, he has 
employed his hours to good purpofe, 
Though he is no friend to the aritto. 
cracy of the feudal fyitem, he hath 
proved, that the foccage tenants 
were not in fuch a {tate of fhaivery as 
is reprefented by Dean Tucker, 
Mr. Ibbetion publithed, in 1780, 
* A Differtation on the Judicial 
Cuftoms of the Saxon and Norman 
Age ;” a tract which efcaped our 
notice. 

Mr. De Lolme hath given a new 
edition of his celebrated and excel- 
lent treatife on the conttitution Of 
England, with four additional chap- 
ters. Thefe chapters contain fome 
farther ufeful information, and fome 
curious difquifitions. What he hath 
advanced on the fubject of American 
taxation appears to usto be more re- 
fined than folid and convincing. 

‘The chief merit of Mr. Ayre’s 
publication entitled “A Compara- 
tive View of the Difference between 
the Englith and Irith Statute Law,” 
is to be found in the introduction 
‘On the contefted point of the 
power of the Britith parliament to 
bind Ireland.” 

Mr. Jones’s ** Effay on the Lawot 
Bailments” being upon a practical 
branch of the Engiish jurifprudence, 
it lies out of our way to determine, 
from our own perfonal knowledge, 
precifely concerning its value. Thofe 
who are the beft judges of the mat- 
ter {peak of it, as might be expect- 
ed, in high terms. The author, 
who is already well known by various 
excellent and curious works, 1s, On 
account of his genius, tafte, and un- 
common knowledge, which extends 
far into the Eaftern as well as the 
Grecian, Roman, and modern lites 


rature, perhaps the moft extraordi- 
nary 
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nary young man of his age. What- 
ever tubject he applies to, he al- 
ways treats it with an ingenuity and 
accuracy that call for admiration ; 
and his fentments and views of 
things are as enlarged and liberal as 
his learning 1s exteolive. 

Mr. Gilbert’s Plan for the better 
Relief and Employment of the Poor ; 
for enforcing and amending the laws 
refpecting houfes of correction and 
vagrants ; and for improving the 
police of this country, is the pro- 
duction of a gentleman, who, with 
fingular ardour of public fpirit, hath 
employ ed his thoughts and labour, 
through a number. of years, ona 
very great and important national 
object. The difficulties attending 
every fcheme for the effectual retor- 
mation of the poor laws are more 
than can well be expreffed ; but it 
is to be hoped that in tume fomething 
valuable may be accomplifhed. Mr. 
Gilbert hath now brought his pro- 
pofed bill into parliament, not, we 
believe, with the delignot having it 
immediately patted ; butthati it fhould 
ftand over for another year, in order 
to its undergoing as full an examina- 
tion and difcuffion as poffible. 

The judges on the bench, and 
the advocates at the bar, have 
received a farther aid in their 
determinations and pleadings, in 
the fifth volume of Sir James Bur- 
rows’s ‘Reports of Cafes adjudg- 
ed in the Court of King’s Be neh,” 
and in the two volumes of Sir Wil- 
liam, Blackftone’s Reports. ‘I he 
merit of thefe publications, in the 
view they were intended for, cannot 
in the leait be quetiioned. No one 
who is acquainted with Sir James 
Burrows will doubt of his accuracy ; 
befides which, we underftand that 
he hath been favoured with the re- 
vifion and affiftance of Lord Mans- 
field himfelf, during whofe prefi- 


dence in the King’s Bench, the 
cafes were determined. As to the 
late Mr. Juttice Blackitone, his for- 
mer admirable writings are a fuffi- 
cient tellimony that whatever comes 
from his pen, mutt be correct, faith 
ful, and, in general, judicious, 
There hath been a publication 
this year of a more general legal nae 
ture, that deferves a greater sna 
of attention than it appears to have 
met with from the ftudious part of 
the world, We mean the * Effa 
on the Right of Property in re 4 
with refpect to its Foundation in the 
Law of Nature, and its prefent 
Ettablifhment by the municipal 
Laws of Europe ; and the Regula- 
tions by which it might be nae 
more beneficial to the lower Ranks 
of Mankind.”” The aim of this 
treatife is very liberal indeed ; it be- 
ing intended to fhew that every man 
ought to have {ome portion in the foil 
of the country in which he lives, and 
to point out the immenfe advantages 
thac would refult from fuch a dif 
fition of things. ‘To moft nee 
the author’s + a will feem too ff 
culative ; and his plan will, in genes 
ral, be confidered as impracticable, 
That the execution of it, in any 
great meafure of perfection, muft be 
attended with immenfe difficulties, 
in the prefent {tate of fociety, cannot 
be difputed. But we fhould not too 
hi ftily condemn laudable, though 
arduous attempts, asabfolutely i ee 
potlible to be effected. Something, 
as the writer himfelf proves, might 
be done gradually, and by embrac- 
ing favourable occurrences; and 
who can tell what regulations may, 
at length, take place, in the courfe 
of human affairs, and from the fpirit 
of improvement which pervades Eue 
rope? At rad rate, the author’s 
views are entitled to applaufe; his 


manner of treating his fubject is 
ingenious 
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ingenious and elegant ; and his ar- 
guments merit the clofeit exami- 
nation of the profound and en- 
lightened politician, 


We.now come to Mathematical 
and Philofophical Science, Experi- 
ments, and Natural Hiftory; ob- 
jeéts in which this country hath 
word eminently excelled, and where- 
in the year 1781 will not be found 
deficient. In pure mathematics the 
publications have not been very nu- 
merous. Mr. Henry Clarke hath 
tranflated, from the Latin, profeflor 
Lorgna’s * Differtation onthe Sum- 
mation of infinite converging Series 
with Algebraic Divifors,” and ac- 
companied it with illutlrative notes 
and obfervations. ‘The tranflator 
hath highly extolled Lorgna’s me- 
thod ; but Mr. Landen, who does 
not view it in the fame favourable 
light, hath attacked it with 
fome feverity, in his ** Obferva- 
tions On converging Series.” The 
defign of Mr. Landen is to thew, 
that the late Mr. Thomas Simpion, 
in his Mathematical Diflertations, 
publifhed in 1743, hath pointed out 
a very ready method of computing 
the fums of a great number of feries, 
comprehending, at leaft, all that 
can be done by the method exhi- 
bited.in Mr. Lorgna’s book, How- 
ever Mr. Clarke and Mr. Landen 
may differ in opimon, they are both 
‘of them entitled to the praife of 
being able mathematicians. 

Mr. Autftin’s ** Examination of 
the firft Six Books of Euclid’s Ele- 
ments,” is another attemptto reftore 
that ancient and eminent geometri- 
cian to a greater degree of purity 
and perfection. This hath been 
done by Mr. Auttin with ingenuity 
and modeity, and, we believe, with 
fuccefs. “The fubject is well worthy 
ef a learned fludent im geometry. 
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In the Philofophical Tranfactiong 
there is, we apprehend, the mof 
valuable communication of the 
mathematical kind, which the year 
hath produced. We mean Mr. Ate 
wood’s * General Theory for the 
Menturation ofthe Angle fubtended 
by two Objects, of which one is obs 
ferved by Rays after two Refleétions 
from plane Surfaces, and the other 
by Rayscoming direétly to the Spec. 
tator’s Eye.” Mr, Atwood’s emis 
nence in the knowledge of Mathe- 
matics, Optics, and Aitronomy, is 
well known; but it is far beyond 
the power of the writer of this are 
ticle to fpeak with precifion con- 
cerning the merit of his paper. 


With regard to Philofophical Scis 
ence in general, we may obferve, 
that Dr. Rees’s new and improved 
edition of Chambers’s Cyclopedia 
is carrying on with the fame ability, 
diligence, and fuccefs with which 
it hath heretofore been conducted, 
This great undertaking is advan- 
cing to its completion, the third 
volume being nearly finithed. 

The Philojophical Tranfaétions 
contain, as hath been ufual of late 
years, a variety of curious and ufe- 
tul communications on the different 
parts of natural knowledge. Mr. 
Herfchel’s Aftronomical Papers have 
juttly excited peculiar attention ; 
and his account of a comet, 0°, 
perhaps, a new planet, hath procu- 
cured for him the honour of tr 
Godfrey Copley’s medal. Mr. Herf- 
chel, who is a mufician at Bath, 1s 
one of thofe extraordinary men, 
whofe genius for aitronomy, and 
whofe talents for the improvement 
of inftruments, have enabled him 
to break through every difadvan- 
tage of fituation, and to make dit- 
coveries, which, as they callfor the 
warmett approbation of mankind, 

. ought 


* 
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ought to obtain for him a more than 
common encouragement and pa- 
tronare. 

Mr. Miller’s “ Enquiry into the 
Caule of Mot: on, or a General 
Theory of Phyfics, grounded on 
the primary Qualities of Matter,” 
is upon a fubj ect _equally curious 
and difficult. It is a fubject with 
refpect to which a number of able 
men have loft themfelves, and on 
which others will probably continue 
todo fo, for many years to come. 
Mr. Miller is not fatisfied with fir 
Ifaac Newton’s principles, but en- 
deavours to penetrate deeper into the 

rimary caufe of the various opera- 
tions of the phyfical world, What fuc- 
cefs he hath had in his enquiries, we 
fhall leave to be determined by thofe 
whofe ftudies fhall lead them to give 
his book a particular examination. 

Jones’s * Phy hologica il Difqui- 
fitions, or Diicourfes on the Natu- 
ral Palofophy of the Elements,” 
are the produ likewife, of an 
ingenious man aa is very fol licitous 
to invefiigate the ultimate caus of 
things. In doing this, he takes a 
wide Scope e, enters into the revions 
ot ph lology, and doth not eve 
ftuin from theological difcuffions. 
The author rather derives his fyfiem 
from experiments already made 
than from cnv material difcoveries 


of } rn. | he time , however, we 
believe es co oa tor chalet. 
inz complete theor;tcs gf mature. 
luch = rer ns to be done in 1! 

way of experiment and obfervation 
before the philofophical “fy tem of 


the univeric, in its various parts, 
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lhe ** Efay on Tune; bei ng | an 
attempt to fice the Scale of Mouf 

P i. - ; 
andthe Tune of Inftruments, from 
ImperieGion.” is an elaborate cif- 
- + Geacess fs “ f ™ Se ae ‘° : - 
i* t0T Vg a 3 et? intiia in i 
{feif, and which hath employed the 
attention of fercralable men. Hew 


far the writer hath fucceeded, we 
connot, from our perfonal know- 
ledge pronounce ; but thofe who 
underfiand the matter, fpeak of his 
work with approbation and ap- 
plaufe. 

Mr. Mudge’s Regifter of the 
Going of his firft Time-keeper, re- 
lates to an object of capital import- 
ance in fettling the longitude of 
places. The mulation of differen 
artiits to complete an exact times 
keeper is highly laudable, and cane 
not fsil of producing valuable ef- 
fects. We could with, however, that 
they would avoid that petulant feve- 
riiy in their treatment of each other, 
which 15 fhe mi the writer, who- 
everhe is, ¢ letter ** On the Longi- 
tude,”” a« ‘reffed to the commiffion- 

rs of that board. 

Ecrore our undertaking commen- 

ed, Dr. Crawford wrote a ** Then- 
ry of animal Heat and Combuftion,” 
which raifed him to an uncommon 
degrceo! reputation, and was adopted 
by feveral ingenious philofophers and 
chem! is. both at home and abroad. 
However, the exa‘tnefs of his expert. 
ments, and thetruth of his conclu- 
fions, have becn called in queftion by 
Mr. Morgan, in bis Examination of 


. wry. What Mr. Mor- 


the doce «the 


gan hath advanced 1s undoubtedly 
worthy of Dr. Crawford's attentive 
confideration. The frends of the 
doftor, we underfland, are not d:f- 
heartened by this attack; and we 
have heard it aflersed, that hie 
fyftem hath lately been confirmed 
at re ad, by flome new Ci per tents, 
it is certainly of importance to the 


ph lofop! ical world that the matter 
fhould be bros gh: to a ection. 

Dr. Warfon'’s * Chemical Eflays™ 
coufiitute a very valuable publica- 


tion. The author treats the fubd- 
set1s he writes pou with emi- 
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ingenious and elegant ; and his ar- 
guments merit the clofett exami- 
nation of the profound and en- 
lightened politician, 


We.now come to Mathematical 
and Philofophical Science, Experi- 
ments, and Natural Hiftory; ob- 
jeéts in which this country hath 
and eminently excelled, and where- 
in the year 1781 will not be found 
deficient. In pure mathematics the 
publications have not been very nu- 
merous. Mr. Henry Clarke hath 
tranflated, from the Latin, profeflor 
Lorgna’s * Differtation onthe Sum- 
mation of infinite converging Series 
with Algebraic Divifors,” and ac- 
companied it with illutlrative notes 
and obfervations. ‘The tranflator 
hath highly extolled Lorgna’s me- 
thod ; but Mr. Landen, who does 
not view it in the fame favourable 
light, hath attacked it with 
fome feverity, in his ** Obferva- 
tions on converging Series.” The 
defign of Mr. Landen is to thew, 
that the late Mr. Thomas Simpton, 
in his Mathematical Differtations, 
publifhed in 1743, hath pointed out 
a very ready method of computing 
the fums of a great number of feries, 
comprehending, at leaft, all that 
can be done by the method exhi- 
bited.in Mr. Lorgna’s book, How- 
ever Mr. Clarke and Mr. Landen 
may differ in opinion, they are both 
‘of them entitled to the praife of 
being able wathematicians. 

Mr. Auftin’s ** Examination of 
the firft Six Books of Euclid’s Ele- 
ments,” is another atremptto reftore 
that ancient and eminent geometri- 
cian to a greater degree of purity 
and perfection. This hath been 
done by Mr. Auttin with ingenuity 
and modeity, and, we believe, with 
fuccefs. ‘The fubject is well worthy 
ef a learned fludent im geometry. 
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In the Philofophical Tranfactiong, 
there is, we apprehend, the mot 
valuable communication of the 
mathematical kind, which the year 
hath produced. We mean Mr. At 
wood’s * General Theory for the 
Menfuration ofthe Angle fubtended 
by two Objects, of which one is obe 
ferved by Rays after two Refleétions 
from plane Surfaces, and the other 
by Rayscoming direétly to the Spec. 
tator’s Eye.” Mr, Atwood’s emf 
nence in the knowledge of Mathe- 
matics, Optics, and Aftronomy, is 
well known; but it is far beyond 
the power of the writer of this are 
ticle to fpeak with precifion con- 
cerning the merit of his paper. 


With regard to Philofophical Scis 
ence in general, we may obferve, 
that Dr. Rees’s new and improved 
edition of Chambers’s Cyclopedia 
is carrying on with the fame ability, 
diligence, and fuccefs with which 
it hath heretofore been conducted, 
This great undertaking is advan- 
cing to its completion, the third 
volume being nearly finithed, 

The Philoiophical ‘Tranfaétions 
contain, as hath been ufual of late 
years, a variety of curious and ufe- 
tul communications on the different 
parts of natural knowledge. Mr. 
Herfchel’s Aftronomical Papers have 
juttiy excited peculiar attention ; 
and his account of a comet, 0'; 
perhaps, a new planet, hath procu- 
cured for him the honour of it 
Godfrey Copley’s medal. Mr. Herl- 
chel, who is a mufician at Bath, 1s 
one of thofe extraordinary men, 
whofe genius for aitronomy, and 
whofe talents for the improvement 
of inftruments, have enabled him 
to break through every difadvan- 
tage of fituation, and to make dif- 
coveries, which, as they call for the 


warmeft approbation of mankind, 
ought 
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ought to obtain for him a more than 
common encouragement and pa- 
tronace. 

Mr. Miller’s ** Enquiry into the 
Caufe of Motion, or a General 
Theory of Phylics, grounded on 
the prunary Qualities of Matter,” 
is upon a fubj ect _equally curious 
and difficult. It is a fubject with 
refpect towhich a number of able 
men have loft themfelves, and on 
which others will probably continue 
todo fo, for many years to come, 
Mr. Miller is not fatisfied with fir 
Ifaac Newton’s principles, but en- 
deavours to penetrate deeper into the 
prim: ary caufe of the various opera- 
tions of the phyfical world, What fuc- 
cefs he hath had in his enquiries, we 
fhall leave to be determined by thofe 
whofe ftudies fhall lead them to give 
his book a particular examination. 

Jones’s “* Phyhological Difqui- 
fitions, or Difcourfes on the Natu- 
ral Philofophy of the Elements,” 
are the production, likewife, of an 
ingenious man whois very folicitous 
to  invetic: ite the ultimate caules of 
things. In doing this, he takes a 
wide fcope, enters into the regions 
of philology, and doth not even ab- 
fain from theological difcuffions. 
The author rather derives his fyfiem 
from experiments already made, 
than from any material difcoveries 
of his own. ‘The time, however, we 
believe, isnot yet come for conftruct- 
ing complete theories gf nature. 
Much remains to be done in the 
way of experiment and obfervation, 


before the philotophical fyftem of 


the univerfe, in its various parts, 
can be fully developed. 

Lhe ** Effay ov Tune; being an 
attempt to free the Scale ‘of Mutfic, 
andthe Tune of Inftruments, from 
Imperfection,” is an elaborate cif- 
quifition on a fubjeét intricate in it- 
felf, and which hath employed the 
attention of feveralable men. How 
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far the writer hath fucceeded, we 
cunnot, from our perfonal know- 
ledge pronounce ; but thofe who 
underftand the matter, fpeak of his 
work with approbation and ap- 
plaufe. 

Mr. Mudge’s Regifter of the 
Going of his firtt Time-keeper, re- 
lates to an object of capital import 
ance in fettling the longitude of 
places. ‘The emulation of different 
artiits to complete an exact time 
keeper is highly laudable, and can- 
not fail of producing valuable ef= 
fects. We could with, however, that 
they would avoid that petulant feve- 
riiy in their treatment of each other, 
which is {hewn by the writer, who- 
ever he is, ofa letrer * On the Longi- 
tude,” addrefled to the commiifion- 
ers of that board. 

Berore our undertaking commen- 
ced, Dr. Crawford wrote a * Theo- 
ry of animal Heat and Combuftion,” 
which raifed him to an uncommon 
degree ot reputation, and was adopted 
by fever: al ingenious philofophers and 
chemiits, both at home and abroad. 
However, the exactnefs of his experi- 
ments, and the truth of his conclu- 
fions, have been called in queftion by 
Mr. Morg: in, in his Examination of 
the do¢tor’s theory. What Mr. Mor- 
gan hath advanced is undoubtedly 
worthy of Dr. Crawford’s attentive 
confideration. The friends of the 
do¢tor, we underitand, are not dif- 
heartened by this attack ; and we 
have heard ic aflerted, ’ that his 
fyftem hath lately been confirmed 
abroad, by fome new experiments, 
It is certainly of importance to the 
philofophical world that the matter 
fhould be brought to a decifion. 

Dr. Warfon’s ** Chemical Effays” 
conilitute a very valuable publica- 
tion. ‘The author treats the fub- 
jects he writes upon with emi- 
nent perfpicuiry, as well as ability ; 
and whilit he appears to have little 
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farther defign than to engage young 
perfons and gentlemen to the 
fludy of chemittry, hath given no 
{mail fatisfaétion to the ableft pro- 
ficients in the fcience. His detign 
is not yet completed, and he in- 
tends to publifh two farther volumes, 
if the prefent work be favourably re- 
ceived. That it will have a re- 
ception fuitable to its merit, we 
would hot willingly doubr. 

Cavallo’s ** Treatife on Air” isa 
large performance on the fubject, 
giving a general account of what 
hath been done in this important 
and improved part of philofophy. 
From Mr. Cavallo’s known abilities, 
few could be expected to execute 
fuch a defign with greater advan- 
tage. Not having had an opportu- 
nity of examining his book, we 
cannot be fpecific in our eflimation 
of its merit. 

Lord Mahon’s ** Principles of 
Electricity” not only fhew how 
worthily this young nobleman 
fpends his time, but reflect great 
credit on his philofophical profici- 
ency. His lordihip hath connected 
his electrical experiments with ma- 
thematical knowledge, and hath ap- 
plied that knowledge to a deduction 
of conclufions, extending farther 
than the direct refult of the experi- 
ments themfelves. We with our 
youths of fafhion would take exam- 
ple from this nobie lord, who is a 
ftriking inftance of a devotednefs, 
in high life, to fcience, virtue, and 
liberty. 

Mr. Lyon’s * Farther Proofs 
that Glats is permeable by the Elec- 
tric Effluvia, and that the Eleéctiic 
Particles are poflefled of a polar 
Virtue,” relate chiefly to adiipute 
with che Monthly Reviewers. We 
fall only fay, that whether the au- 
thor be right or wrong, he hath 
fomething to allege in his own de- 
fence. His experiments are, at 
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leaft, entitled to a candid inveft. 
gation. 

Hopfton’s Effay on Fire feems ra- 
ther to be founded on what hath 
been advanced b y other:, than on 
any peculiar difcoverics of his own, 
He appears, however, to have well 
conlidered what hath been done be. 
tore him, and his work may fuggett 
fome hints and enquiries that are 
Worthy of notice. 

Mr. Henry’s ** Account of a Me- 
thod of preferving Water, at Sea, 
from Putrefaction, by a cheap and 
ealy Procets,” holds out an objeQ 
that is of great iM portance to the 
community. His proce!’ is rational 
and practicable, at leaft to a certain 
degree ; and we wifh that it may be 
found eafy to carry it into execution 
on board of a flip, and to that ex 
tent which the ingevious author 
propofes. A tcheme fo falutary and 
ufetul deferves every kind of trial 
and encouragement. Mr. Henry 
hath added, «mode of impregnat- 
ing water, in large quantities, with 
fixed air, for medicinal ules. 

It is with peculiar fatisfaction that 
we mention Dr. Prieflley’s having 
reverted, after fome intermiffion, to 
his philofophical pu:fuits. He hath, 
this year, publified another vo- 
lume of ‘¢ Experiments and Obfer- 
vations relating to various Branches 
of Natural Philofophy : with a Con- 
tinuation of the Ob’‘ervations on 
Air.” This volume, like the pre- 
ceding ones, contains a variety of 
important obfervations and difcove- 
ries ; delivered with his accuftomed 
perfpicuity, precifion, and fidelity. 
We have the pleafure of finding that 
the prefent volume is not likely to 
conclude his enquiries and labours 
of this kind. He is going on with 


his wonted ardour ; bath ftruck out 
new lights ; and we have authentic 
information for faying, that, in his 
next publication we may expect the 

nature 
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nature of phlogiiton to be abfolutely 
afcertained. 


On the head of Natural Hiftory, 
Pulteney *s ** General View of the 
Writings of Linnzus”’ is a very ac- 
ceptable prefent to the public. Dr. 
Pulteney is one of the firft botanitts 
in this kingdom, and there is no 
man who hath ftudied the works of 
Linnzus with greater attention. No 
man, therefore, could be better 
qualified to give an exact account of 
them, and to form a juft eitimation 
of their utility and merit. We may 
fately pronounce, that the publi- 
cation before us cannot fail of being 
ayreeable to-every gentleman who 
wifhes to know fomething of Lin- 
nzus and his fyftem. Dr. Pulteney 
hath farther enriched his book with 
a judicious abridgment of the 
* Amenitates Academice ;” and 
hath added to the wholea tranflation 
of the ** Pan Suecus,” accommo- 
dated to the Englith plants. From 
this part of the work, the ufeful- 
nefs of botanical knowledge in re- 
lation to agriculture, and ‘the feed- 
ing of cattle, is particularly appa- 
rent. 

Mr. Pennant, of whom we need 
not fay that he is one of the mott 
eminent naturalifts of our own coun- 
try, hath made an addition to his 
former valuable writings, by pub- 
lifhing a ** Hittory of Quadrupeds.” 
The work was originally intended 
for private amufement, and as an 
index for the more ready turning 
to any particular animal in Monf, 
de Buffon’s voluminous perform- 
ance. But as it fwelled toa fize 
beyond Mr. Pennant’s firft expec- 
tation, he was induced to commu- 
nicate it tothe world. The publi- 
cation is a frefh evidence of the ac- 
curacy and extent of the author’s 
natural knowledge, and cannot fail 
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of being acceptable to a great num- 


ber of readers. The fame may be 
faid of his ** Genera ot Birds” 
which forms a proper fupplement to 
his Hiftory of Quadrupeds. 

Mr. Brand’s ** Select Ditlertations 
from the Amznitates Academica,” 
contain fome of thofe articles at 
large, of the whole of which Dr. 
Pulteney hath given a_ general 
abridgment. Mr. Stillingficet had 
trantlated feveral of them betore, in 
his tracts relating to natural hiftory. 
To fuch as have not the original, 
the prefent publication will proba- 
bly be agreeable. Mr. Brand hath 
added remarks of his own ; ; and, as 
he intends to proceed in his defign, 
it may not be amifs to obferve, 
that his {tyle of compofition is capa- 
ble of amendment, 

With regard to Mr. Smellie’s 
Tranilation of Buffon, it hath not 
yet fallen into our hands; and, 
therefore, we mutt defer our notice 
of it till the next year. 


In the Science of Medicine, the 
world hath been enriched by the 
productions of men of knowledge 
and experience. Dr. Monro’s wri- 
tings have been collected by his fon 
into one large volume in quarto ; 
and the doing of it was 4 proper tri- 
bute of refpect to fo eminent an 
anatomift and profefflor, The 
greater part of the pieces now 
publithed have appeared before, but 
feveral new ones are added on curi- 
ous and ufeful fubjeéts. The whole 
forms a valuable body of anatomical 
and medical knowledge. 

The works of the late able and 
popular phyfician, Dr. Fothergill, 
have, alio, been given to the pub- 
lic by Dr. Elliot. This is not the 
only teftimony of regard that is 
intended to ‘e paid to Dr. Fother- 
gill’s memory. The next year will 
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record farther evidences of the re- 
gret of mankind tor the lofs of fo 
excellent aman. Dr. Letiome, in 
particular, propofes to print a more 
complete collection of his writings 
than hath been done by Dr. Elliot. 

Baron Dimfdale hath drawn toge- 
ther into one volume his Tracts on 
Inoculation. The opinions and prac- 
tice of a man whois fo great a maf- 
ter of the fubject, on who hath 
had fuch an uncommonly large expe- 
ence init, cannot fail of deferving 
and exciting peculiar attention. 

Dr. Black’s ** Obfervations, Medi- 
cal, and Political, on the Small 
Pox and Inoculation,” contain a 
vindication, in oppofition to Baron 
Dimfdale, of the propriety ct in- 
troducing a general inoculation 
among the lower clafles of the peo- 
le. This is not the Dr. Black of 
Edinburgh, who is fo well known 
by his philofophical difcoveries. 

Dr. Duncan’s ** Heads of Lec- 
tures on the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine,” form a kind of fyllabus, 
chiefly intended for the ufe of medi- 
cal ftudents. Publications of this 
nature, which either aid the memo- 
rv in the recollection of what hath 
been heard before, or ferve as a 
guide tothe mind, in the profecu- 
tion of its future enquiries, have a 
conliderable degree of utility. 

Fofter’s ‘* Principles and Practice 
of Midwifery,” the pofthumous 
work of a phyfician, who was long 
eminent in his profteifion at Dublin, 
is a frefh addition to the numerous 
treatifes on the fubject which have 
lately appeared, and is fpoken of as 
being written with perfpicuity, ac- 
curacy, and fkill, 

There may poffibly have been 
other performances of the phyfical 
gentlemen, which fome may think 
ought to have been mentioned ; but 
asthey he much out of the way of 
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our reading, we hope that we fhall 
be permitted, without incurring any 
great degree of cenfure, here to 
clofe our medical account. 


From medicine we turn our view 
to an objec that wifl probably be 
more agreeable to the generality of 
our readers. The year 178; af- 
fumes a diftinguifhed luftre with 
regard to Hiitorical Productions ; in 
the enumeration of which, the 
firft place, in point of rank and 
praife, is undoubtedly due to the 
fecond and third volumes of Mr. 
Gibbon’s “ Hiftory of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.” 
The concifenefs to which we are 
confined, by the nature of our 
plan, renders it difficult to give a 
juit character of a work of fuch 
eminence and importance. One 
great excellence of it is, that, from 
detached pafiages, and accidental 
intelligence, fcattered in a number 
of obicure and difagreeable writers, 
it furnifhes us with an information 
which it is in the power of but a 
few perfons to attain. Another prime 
merit of it is, that the author hath 
been able, from fuch difcordant and 
imperfect materials, to form fo 
complete and admirable a narrative, 
replete with curious facts, animated 
by a philofophical fpirit, and dif- 
playing the greateit fagacity of fen- 
timent and reflection. ‘The exatt- 
nefs of the geographical and inci 
dental knowledge, demands, like- 
wife, particular applaufe. As to 
the language, it is accurate, ele 
gant, and polifhed in the highett 
degree ; fo that Mr. Gibbon hath 
juitly attained the characterof being 
one of the moft finifhed hiftorians, 
which this, or any country hath pros 
duced. We are not infenfible that he 
has his detractors, as well as his ad- 
mixers. Some, who prefer a im- 
; phicity 
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plicity of ftyle in hiftorical writing, 
think that his compofition is too ar- 
tificial and fplendid. But hiftory, 
as is evident trom the example of 
the ancients, admits of different 
modes of writing ; and that manner 
which Mr. Gibbon hath chofen to 
adopt, he hath carried to its high- 
eft perfection. Other objections 
have been made to him, and, where 
religion is concerned, with fome 
degree of reafon, ‘Though we hold 
him in high admiration, we by no 
means univerfally agree with him in 
opinion; and are efpecially diffatif- 
fied with the extravagant encomiums 
which he beftows on Athanafius. 
Ix itrikes us, that ecclefiaitical affairs 
in general occupy too high a place 
in his imagination : not, we appre- 
hend, from his ftrong nnel for 
Chriftianity, but perhaps from a 
different motive. We are by no 
means ignorant that the concerns of 
the church muft unavoidably take up 
a large fpace in the hittory of times 
in which princes were more anxious 
about the idle and ridiculous dif- 
putes of the ages they lived in, con- 
cerning points of doctrine and dif- 
<ipline, than they were for the good 
government of their fubjects. Still, 
however, it appears to us, that Mr. 
Gibbon hath paid more atrention to 
them than was abfolutely requifite ; 
and that to be the writer of civil 
hittory was not his fole object. 

ut, whatever incidental things we 
may have obierved in his work, 
which we do not entirely approve, 
we give our willing teftimony to 
his extraordinary merit; and return 
him our thanks for communicating 
to us, in fo mafterly and beautiful 
nu manner, a variety of intelligence 
which even the learned could not 
obtain withour fearching deeper 
into the rubbith of antiquity than 
even their inclination or ume might 
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often admit. Mr. Gibbon hath now 
carried on bis undertaking to the 
fall of the weitern empire ; and we 
learn, with great fatisfaction, that he 
is engaged in completing his defign, 
Dr. Henry hath publithed, this year, 
the fourth volume of his * Hif- 
tory ot Great Britain,” on his own 
new and peculiar plan; which is, 
not to intermix the various hiftori- 
cal objects together that relate to our 
country, but, under every period, 
to treat each of them dittinétly, in 
diftinct chapters. One chapter he 
affiyns to civil and military. affairs ; 
a fecond to religion ; athirdto the 
conftitution, government, laws, 
and courts of juilice ; a fourth to 
learning, learned men, and the chief 
feminaries of literature; a fifth to 
the arts both ufeful and ornamental, 
neceflary and pleafing; a fixth tq 
commerce, fhipping, money or coin, 
and the prices of commodities ; 
and a feventh to manners, virtues, 
vices, remarkable cuftoms, language, 
drefs, dict, and diverfions. This 
method he uniformly — purfues, 
through each volume. The utility 
of it, in certain refpects, is appa- 
rent; and Mr. Gibbon hath fpoken 
of the work with much commen- 
dation, Such a mode of writing 
hiftory does not afford feope for the 
moft beautiful form of compofition, 
which mutt undoubtedly refult trom 
the being able finely to combine 
events into one grandwhole. But 
this, perhaps, Dr, Henry could 
not eafily have attained ; and, if 
he could have attained to it, he pur- 
pofely adopted a different plan, 
‘There is gteat merit both in his 
defign, and in its execution; for 
though he doth not rife to the ele- 
gance and dignity of a Hume, @ 
Robertfon, and a Gibbon, he exe 
prefles himfelf with a porfpicuity 
and propriety fuited to the end he 
hath 
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hath in view, which is information. 
We think, too, that he improves in 
his ftyle of writing as he proceeds in 
his work. The application, in- 
duftry, and perfeverance of our au- 
thor are truly commendable. We 
apprehended, at firit, that he would 
never have been able to complete his 
intention ; but, as he hath now gone 
through four velumes, we begin to 
entertain a hope that both himfelf 
and the public may have the {fatis- 
faction of feeing the whole brought 
to a conclution. 

Mrs. Catharine Macaulay Gra- 
ham, who has publifhed the fixth 
and feventh volumes of her ** Hiftory 
of England,” is an unhappy inftance 
how much fome perfonal circum- 
ftance may affect the fuccefs of an au- 
thor. Thefe volumes are not, upon 
the whole, inferior to thofe which the 
hath formerly given to the world. 
They exhibit the fame ftrength of 
fentiment, and dignity of language, 
and abound with the fame animated 
zeal in the caufe of liberty, and for 
the rights of mankind. The cnor- 
mities of Charles the Second’s reign, 
are juftly expofed ; the ftory of the 
popith plot judicioufly and candidly 
told; and the characters. of Vane, 
Ruffel, Sydney, and other eminent 
Ferien drawn with a matlerly hand. 

f there be any prejudices, any par- 
tialities in our fair hiftorian, they 
are no other than what have appear- 
ed in her former volumes: and yet 
we have reufon to believe that thofe 
now publifhed have had a very in- 
different and far inferior fale. No 
juft caufe can be affigned for their 
meeting with fo unfavourable a re- 
ception, Has Mrs. Macaulay’s 
marriage with a young man, or any 
part of her perfonal conduct, lefien- 
ed her merit asa writer ? Certainly 
not ; but ftill there is a connection 
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between private and public efteerm, 
The compofer ot this article feels 
at the very time in which he ~ 
writing, the force of the conneétion 
Though he blames himfelf, he doth 
not find his heart fo much attach. 
ed to this ingenious and able lady 
even as an hillorian, as it Saas 
was: an inftructive admonition Z 
authors that they endeavour to fe- 
cure, in every refpect, the public 
eftimation. We could with that Mrs. 
Macaulay Graham, before the pub- 
lifhes, would get fome literary friend 
to correct a few grammatical errors, 
which are apt to efcape her notice, 
and are a blemifh to her ftyle. 

Dr. Bever’s ** Hiitory of the Le- 
gal Policy of the Roman State, and 
of the Rife, Progrefs, and Extent 
of the Roman Laws,” is a very im- 
portant work, executed with great 
ability, knowledge and diligence. 
When the author confines himfelf to 
what {trictly relates to the Roman 
law, he is admirable; but when he 
comes to what is more generally 
hiftorical, he is liable to cenfure, 
To write of the tranfactions of an- 
cient times with a party fpirir, and 
in a manner favourable to tyranny, 
and to introduce reflections which 
have an evident reference to the mo- 
dern political difputes of our own 
country, can never be deemed wor- 
thy of any man who hath extenfive 
views of utility, and aims at the ap- 
probation of pofterity. When will 
our civilians acquire a manly and 
liberal attachment to the caufe ot 
freedom ? However wile, juft, and 
humane, many of the infticutions of 
the Roman code may be, we cannot 
fufficiently admire the good fenfe 
and fpirit of our anceftors, in not 
permitting it to be received as the 
{tandard of law for England. Their 


. . 
« Nolumus Leges Anglia mutan, 
was 
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was honourable to themfelves, bene- 
ficial to the Britifh conttitution, and 
happy for their defcendants. 

Mr. Juftamond hath given, from 
the French original, a tranflation 
of the ** Private Life of Lewis the 
Fifteenth.” The firft circumftance 
that occurred to us in reading this 
work was, that it did not ftriclly an- 
{wer to its title. For though there 
are a great number of things in it 
which relate to the private life of 
Lewis, and efpecially to his amours, 
yet far the greater part of it con- 
cerns his public adminiftration, and 
particularly the contentions between 
the parliaments and the clergy, re- 
gulations of finance, andthe ftate of 
naval affairs. With regard to the 
court intrigues, and thofe perfonal 
incidents which we are more imme- 
diately encouraged to look for, there 
is not the novelty that might have 
been expected. Indeed, we do not 
find many facts related which we 
have not met with before. The 
author evidently borrows trom other 
works; and with regard to Voltaire, 
he confeffes that he takes him in his 
own expreffions, fince to change 
them could only be for the worfe. 
But though truth hath obliged us to 
make thefe remarks, we donot intend 
to depreciate the performance before 
us. Befides the detail of public 
tranfaétions, many private anecdotes 
are recorded, and the intrigues of 
courtiers are well defcribed. The 
latter part of the hiftory contains, 
likewife, more new matter than the 
former. The writer gives a dread- 
ful, and, we doubt not, a juft pic- 
ture of the corruption and profligacy 
of Lewis the Fifteenth’s court. His 
fentiments too are liberal ; and he 
every where appears as a friend to 
virtue, and the interefts of mankind. 
Upon the whole, the work affords 
much important information, and is 

1781, 





[225] 


entitled to a favourable reception 
from the literary world. With re- 
fpe& to the tranflation, we cannot 
beftow upon it any high tribute of 
applaufe. There is fometimes no 
little confufion in the ftyle, and fe- 
veral particular expreffions are inac- 
curate and aukward 3 but, taken al- 
together, it may be read with tole- 
rable fatisfaction, and we fuppofe 
that there is no reafon to doubt of 
its fidelity. 

The “ Hiftory of Conne@icut”’ is 
written in a lively and entertaining, 
though in a very defultory manner. 
It is not deftitute of information ; 
and fome of the faéts and circum. 
{tances relative to the ftate, govern- 
ment, manners, and natural pro- 
ductions of the country, are deterv- 
ing of attention. But the work 
would be far more worthy of praife, 
if it were not evidently dictated by a 
moft violent party fpirit, This is fo 
flagrant that it mutt greatly dimi- 
nifh its credit. We know not in 
what refpects we can believe a name- 
lefs writer, who cites no authoritieé, 
and who is clearly influenced b 
fome perfonal refentment. In reali- 
ty, his performance has fo much 
of the nature of a party tract, that 
if does not merit the honourable title 
of a hiftory. 


Englith Biography hath received, 
in 1781, a moft valuable addition, 
by the completion of Dr, Johnfon’s 
“Lives of the Poets,” extending 
from Addifon to Gray: ‘This work 
having been univerfaily read, and 
almoft as univerfally admired, its 
character is, perhaps, already {fet- 
tled in the minds of our readers, It 
comes equally recommended by the 
ftrenyth and dignity of its ftyle, the 
originality of its fentiment and com- 
polition, and the perfpicacity of its 
obfervations, ‘The author hath not 

P alike 
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alike difplayed his powers on every 
objet. bis accounts of fome of the 
fmaller poets are very fhort, and 
have nothing in them remarkably 
intereiting. Of others he enters 
into a larger detail, accompanying 
his narrative with an acute in- 
vefligation of their character and me- 
rit. On Pope, in this part of his 
undertaking, he hath exerted his 
full ilrength, as he did upon Dry- 
den, in his former volumes. In 
general, he is fo far from being a 
biographical flatrerer, that he often 
runs into the contrary extreme. 
There is much in him of the fpirit 
of diminution and fatire, we will not 
fay of malignity ; for, notwithftand- 
ing Dr. Johnfon’s feverity, we donot 
think that he is ill-natured in his 
real difpofition. Wath regard to fe- 
veral ot the anecdotes which he re- 
lates, we queftion whether he had 
them upon indifputable evidence : 
they might be ftories that he heard 
in his youth, and the truth of which 
he believes, without having accurate- 
ly invettigated the foundation on 
which they were originally built. 
It would, at leat, have been a fatis- 
faction to his readers, if, in fome 
cates, he had condefcended to in- 
form them ot the fources of his infor- 
mation. ‘Though his decifions with 
refpect to the characters of men and 
their works come with great weight, 
and are delivered with an air futh- 
ciently impoling, the literary world 
will, neverthele!s, {till aflume the 
liberty of judging for itfelt, and not 
tamely fubmit to dictatorial authori- 
ty. But in whatever initances our 
opinions may differ from Dr. John- 
fon, itis with pleafure that we give 
our teflimonv to his being the firit 
biographer of the age. He is always 
entertaining, always initructive, al- 
ways matterly ; and his invarisble 
attachment to the caufe of religion 
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and virtue deferves high commenda- 
tion; though it would be better if 
that attachment were never mixa 
ed with the prejudices of education, 

The Biographical materials of our 
country have, likewife, been in- 
creafed by other performances. Mr, 
Nichols’s ** Anecdotes of William 
Hogarth” contain a very full detail 
of the life and works of that emis 
nent and original moral painter, 
The catalogue given of his pictures 
and prints 1s drawn up in chronolo- 
gical order, and accompanied with 
occafional remarks, From this ac- 
count, in conjunction with that 
lately afforded by Mr. Walpole, 
the editor of the Biographia Bri 
tannica will be enabled to do ample 
juttice to Mr, Hogarth’s memory, 

Mr. Nichols, who excels in bio- 
graphical knowledge, and is fond of 
biegrapbical communications, hath, 
allo, recorded the ftory of William 
Ged, an ingenious but unfortunate 
artift in the printing way. The 
fame writer, in the fourth number 
of the Bibliotheca Topographica 
Britannica, hath publifhed a Life 
of Sir John Hawkewood. This 
was originally read before the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries ; but whether 
it was written by Mr. Nichols him- 
felf, or fome other perfor, doth 
rot appear. . 

Dr. Hird’s ¢* Affectionate Tribute 
to the Memory-of Dr, Fothergill,” 
is not fomuch a regular life of him, 
asa panegyrical funeral oration. 
It furnithes, however, feveral parti- 
culars concerning him, which will 
be ufeful to future biographers. 
Dr. Elliot hath, alfo, prefixed a 
life of Dr. Fothergill to his collec- 
tion of that gentleman’s medicab 
writings. Two more lives of bim 


are expected from Dr. Thompfon 
and Dr. Letfome ; fo that there 1s 4 


mighty ardour to do honour to the 
| chagacker 
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character of this popular, worthy, 
and eminent phyfician. 

Farther juftice has been done to the 
merit of that excellent and famous 
anatomift, and profeffor, Dr. Alex- 
ander Monro, by a well written ac- 
count of him, prefixed to his works. 
Both the doétor’s fons have contri- 
buted to erect a monument of filial 
piety totheir father; one as his bio- 
grapher, and the other as his editor, 

Mr. Clithero has pretaced his 
publication of Sir William Black- 
ftone’s Reports, with a Life of that 
able lawyer, found judge, and ad- 
mirable writer. Every one will be 
fenfible that there are few men 
whofe names deferve to be tranfmit- 
ed with greater reputation to poite- 
rity. Wehere learn, for the firtt 
time, that Sir William Blackitone 
was the real author of a fine poem 
on the death ot the Prince of Wales, 
printed in Mr. Clithero’s name, in 
the Oxford Collection, upon that 
occafion. 

Dr. Enfield’s funeral Sermon for 
Dr. Aikin is of a biographical na- 
ture, coniifting almott entirely of 
the character of that gentleman, 
who was a very learned, worthy, 
and much efteemed divinity tutor 
among the Proteftant Diffenters. 
He was the father of the juitly ad- 
mired poetefs, Mrs. Barbauld, and 
of Mr. John Aikin, who is known 
by various ingenious publications. 
Whilitt Dr. Atkin’s remarkable mo- 
defty didnot permit him, though he 
was well qualified for it, to appear 
in the world as an author, he train- 
ed up his children to make a diftin- 
guifhed figure in the republic ot 
letters. 

The Biography of the year hath 
extended to foreigners, as well as to 
the natives of our own country. 
Dr. Pulteney hath intermixed, with 
his * View of the Wriungs of Lin- 


nus,” a Life of that great naturalift. 
The account given of him is fufli- 
ciently copious for every purpofe of 
valuable information, and perhaps 
a better will not eafily be produced. 

The ‘* Hiltory of the Chevalier 
Bayard,” by Mr. Stirling, feems to 
be more valuable for the materials 
than the execution. The work, 
however, is not uninterefting or 
deftitute of entertainment, though, 
in point of compofition, it might 
have appeared to fuperior advan- 
tage. 

Mrs. Thicknefle’s * Sketches of the 
Lives and Writings of the Ladies of 
France,” of which fhe has now pub- 
lifhed the fecond and third volumes, 
may afford a pleafing amufement to 
a number of readers, 


To the Antiquarian Knbwledge 
of this country, much addition hath 
been made in the courfe of the year. 
In this refpect, Mr. Warton’s third 
volume of his “ Hiftory of Poetry” 
deferves particularly to be mention- 
ed; for though its principal merit 
is of a higher nature, it is a great 
yerformance in point of antiquities. 
Ie contains much information of that 
kind, and hath brought many curi- 
ous facts to light. The name of 
Mr. Warton, as a member of the 
Socicty of Antiquaries, reflects ho- 
nour on that learned body. Such an 
union of genius and tafte, with a 
fondnefs for antiquarian refearches, 
is notacommon phenomenon. It 
is, at the fame time, a happy cir- 
cumftance; as a liberal inveftiga- 
tion of antiquity enables us to form 
an accurate and philofophical ac- 
quaintance with the fpirit and man- 
ners of paft ages. 

Dr. Nafl’s * Colleétions for the 
Hiftory of Worcefterfhire,” contti- 
tute a work of great labour, and 
great value. ‘The author s as much 


P 2 diftin- 
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diftinguifhed by the liberality and 
generofity of his mind, as he is by 
his knowledge and indufiry ; tor 
we underftand that he hath largely 
contributed to the execution of the 
prefent defign out of his private 


fortune. From many parts it ap- 
pears that Dr. Nafh is a very able 
antiquary ; and the biographical ac- 
counts he hath introduced of the 
eminent men who were natives of 
the county of Worcefter will be en- 
tertaining to the generality of rea- 
ders. Wecan have no doubt but 
that he will acquire repytation 
from this work; and it is with 
pleafure we find that he hath had 
the covrage to profecute, with vi- 
gour and celerity, his laborious and 
uleful undertaking. 

Sir Richard Worfley’s “* Hiftory 
of the Ifle of Wight,” is a tuil 
and complete account of that itland, 
Such a work has long been ex- 

ected as wel! as wanted; and it 
ig a fatisfaction to us to fee it ac- 
complifhed. It hath, for many 
years patt, been the employment of 
the Worfley family to collect mate- 
rials for the defign. - ‘The hittory 
owes its origin to Sir James Warley, 
who advanced fome way In the bufi- 
nefs. Additions were made by his 
fon, Sir Thomas ; and his grandfon, 
Sir Richard, hath finifhed the work. 
The part which hath been pertorm- 
ed by Sir Richard Wortley appears 
to be very conliderable, and the 
whole is executed to wood advantage. 
Among other hittorical tacts, there 
is a curious relation of king Charles 
the Firil’s imprifonment in Carif- 
brook Caftic. Perhaps we need not 
add, what from the nature of the 
works might be expected, that both 
the Collectims for Worcetterfhire, 
and the Hitlory of the Ifle of Wight, 
are adorned with cuts and engrav- 
ings, fome of them beautfully fi- 
nithed. 
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The Obfervations of the learned 
Mr, Bryant, on the Poems of Tho. 
mas Rowley, may principally be 
confidered as an antiquarian produc- 
tion. For whatever becomes of the 
particular queftion he is engaged in, 
it hath occafioned him to examine 
minutely into the hiftory of the 
times, and to throw much light on 
feveral obfcure facts. In this re- 
{pect, the ingenuity, literature, and 
{pirit of refearch difplayed by Mr. 
Bryant entitle him to great admi- 
ration though we may not agree in 
opinion with him concerning the 
poems tor the authenticity of which 
he fo ttrongly contends. 

An anonymous pamphlet on the 
fame fubject, and nearly with the 
fame title, comes entirely under the 
head of Antiquities, the intention 
of it being to explain a number of 
old wo:ds that occur in Chatterton’s 
profefiled Rowley, and to vindicate 
the propriety of them, in oppofition 
to Mr. Tyrwhit’s objections. 

The anecdotes of Olave the Black, 
king of Man, and the Hebrician 
princes of the Somerled Family, be- 
ing a fragment of ancient Scottifh 
hittory, cannot fail of gratitying the 
lovers of antiquarian retearchese 
Thefe anecdotes were printed at 
Copenhagen, in 1780, in the ori- 
ginal Tilandic, from the Flareyan 
and other manufcripts, with a literal 
veriion and notes, by the Rev. Mr. 
Jonitone, chaplain to his majefty’s 
envoy at the court of Denmark. 
There are added eighteen eulogies, 
on Haco king of Norway, by Snorro 
Sturlfon, poet to that monarch. 
Perhaps it may in part be owing to 
their being given in fo literal a 
verfion, that we have-been able to 
difcern but little poetical excellence 
in thefe eulogies. : 

Some cther publications, which 1t 
may be fufficient barely to mention, 

are 
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are a * Supplement to the Origin 
of Printing ;” the “ Hittory and 
Antiquity of the tour Inns of 
Court ;” the additional numbers of 
“‘ the Bibliotheca “lopographica 
Britannica,” and Mr. Gurch’s ** Col- 
lectanea curiofa,” extracted chiefly 
from the Bodleian Library. 

Mr. Thomas Warton hath print- 
ed the parochial hittory of upper 
and lower Kiddington in Oxtord- 
fhire ; of which, however, he hath 
only {truck off twenty copies. It is 
intended as a fpecimen of this kind 
of compolition, and is defigned to 
be inferted in the Hittory of the 
County of Oxford, it fuch a work 
fhould ever be completed. It is not 
only an excellent {pecimen of that 
fpecies of writing, but fhews the mi- 
iutene!s of inveltigation to which a 
great geniusean occafionally detcend. 
Kiddington is Mr. Warton’s own 
parith. 

With regard to the antiquities of 
other countries, two or thrce publi- 
cations may require to be noticed. 
Mr. Uvedale Price’s ** Account of the 
Statues, Pictures, and Temples of 
Greece,” which is principally atran- 
lation from Pautanias, may be of 
fome fervice to thofe who with to 
be acquainted with the fubyect. 

‘The * Letters from an Englifh 
Traveller in Spain,” contain a hifto- 
ry of the progres of poetry in that 
country, and many perticulars con 
cerning its more ancient writers. 
The work is inftructive and enter- 
taining ; but the compof tion of it 
might have been capable of im- 
provement. It is certainly written 
by one who is miter of his fubject. 

"Mr. Rafpe’s *¢ Critical Etluy on 
Oil Painting,” is an ingenious and 
elaborate difquilition into a matter 
that will be deemed very curious and 
interefling to the lovers of that art. 
Onthecreditot Valari the Fiorentne, 
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who, in 1556, wrote the Lives of 
the Painters, it has almoft univers 
fally been admitted, thar John Van- 
Eyck ot Bruges, about a hundred 
and fifty years before that time, was 
the inventor of painting in oil. 
But Mr. Rafpe coniends that it was 
more ancient, and urges a variety of 
evidence, which feems to be decilive 
of the queition. Inthe profecution 
of the fubject, he conveys much in- 
formation, and fhews himfelf fo 
complete a matter of all the learn- 
ing belonging to it, that his per- 
formance will add to the credit he 
hath already obtained in the literary 
world, 


Under the head of Travels, Mr. 
Pennant’s** Journey to Snowdon, "and 
Mr. Wyndham’s * ‘Tour through 
Monmouththire and Wales,” are the 
chief publications of the year. They 
might have been mentioned under 
the article of antiquities, as they 
contain many particulars of that 
kind. Mr. Pennant’s deicriptions 
ot the fine and noble tcenes he met 
with, and efpeciailly of Snowdon, 
are intelligent, animated, and {trik- 
ing. Several hittorical anecdotes 
are likewife interfperfed) In Mr, 
Wyndham’s Tour there are, alfo, 
various entertaining dele riptions and 
remarks. This ‘Tour is a fecond 
edition, but enlarged from a finall 
pocket volume to a quarto, Both 
Mr. Penna.t’s and Mr. Wyndhem’'s 
works are adorned with places 
weil executed ; and among thole of 
Mr. Pennant is a halt length of Sir 
Richard Wynne, by Barrolozzi. 
We need not fay that it is a beauti- 
ful engraving. 

The ** Journal of Captain Cook’s 
laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, 
on Difcovery,” is publifhed with. 
out a name, and is certainly not a 
book of authority. The general 

y.¢ account 
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account of the navigation, we 
doubt not, is true ; but feveral parts 
of the narration.are embellifhed by 
fancy, and, perhaps, difgraced by 
fiction. The editor could not ex- 
pect much credit,to be paid to the 
performance ; fince he fets out with 
faying, that he doth not make him- 
felf anfwerable for the fats that are 
related in the journal. 

Of the abridged account of Sonne- 
rat’s ** Voyage to the Spice-Iflands, 
and New Guinea ;” and of Richard’s 
** ‘Tour from London to Peterbo- 
rough,” we can affert nothing deci- 
five, not having read them. 


With regard to political tras, 
we have formerly obferved, that it 
is impoffible for men greatly devoted 
to literary purfuits, to attend to all 
the publications which the party 
difputes of the times may render 
worthy of a temporary notice. 
There are fome, however, that 
mutt not be omitted ; and efpecially 
fuch as belong to great national 
queftions, An important object of 
political fpeculation is_ the tiate of 
the population of this country. In 
the New Annual Regifter for 1780, 
we adverted, fomewhat prematurely, 
to Mr. Wales’s enquiry into the 
fubject. This was foon followed 
by Mr. Howlett’s ** Examination of 
Dr. Price’s Effay on the Popu- 
lation of England and Wales ;” in 
which the doctrine of an increafed 
population is afferted to be efiablith- 
ed by facts. Mr. Howlett’s is a 
very important treatife, and has 
much the appearance of being deci- 
five. Many of his arguments, in- 
deed, feemed to us to be too pre- 
carious and fpeculative; and in 
fome fmaller points we knew him to 
be miftaken. But his accounts of 
the regifters of parifies, in different 
parts of the kingdom, were fo rong 
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as to convince us, and we rejoiced 
in the conviction, that our native 
land was not in fuch a deplorable 
decreafe of inhabitants as had been 
reprefented, but was rifing in num. 
bers, and, confequently, in inter- 
nal pro{perity, But, alas! our 
pleafure was too fhort-lived. The 
author of a little traét, on the ** Un- 
certainty of the prefent Population 
of the Kingdom,” has, with extra- 
ordinary fagacity of obfervation, 
driven us back again into the region 
of doubt and difficulty, We mufi, 
therefore, leave the matter ftill un- 
determined, and wait for the final 
iffue of the conteft. Dr. Price, we 
know, will refume the fubje@, in 
the new expected edition of his 
work on Annuities and Reverfion- 
ary Payments. 

That the Dutch war would be 
produciive of political difcuffion, 
was a powmt that could not be doubt- 
ed. An able advocate for the con- 
duct of the Britifh government has 
been found in Dr. Andrews. This 
gentleman has vindicated the pro- 
ceedings of our court, in * Two Let- 
ters to count Welderen,” the late 
ambaflador fiom Holland to Eng- 
land; and fince, in two tarther let- 
ters, addrefled to the fame noble- 
man. Dr. Andrews reafons plau- 
fibly and forcibly on the meatures 
which the United Provinces ought, 
in wifdom and good policy, to have 
purfued, and on the ftate of the 
treaties between us and them. But 
he muft be a firft-rate politician in- 
deed, who can prove the propriety 
and prudence of our having engag- 
ed in a-war with the Dutch, at a 
time in which we were otherwite 
expofed to fuch a formidable hott 
of enemies. 

The fituation of affairs in the 
Eaft Indies hath, likewife given rife 


to varicus publications. The mott 
ims 
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important one is the Report of the 
Committee on thefe Affairs, 1 in two 
Volumes, Folio. It is not to be 
expected, that we, who are not 
proprietors of India ftock, and who 
have no Indian connexions, fhould 
drudge through fuch a voluminous 
work. But we have looked enough 
into it to fee, that the fubject is in- 
agg? to general policy, intereit- 
“7 to civil government, and inte- 
reiting to humanity. ‘The manage- 
ment of our concerns in that part 
of the globe is a moft difficult ob- 
ject; difficult with regard to the 
right mode of treating the natives ; 


with refpect to the introduction of 


new laws, and mealures of admi- 
niftration ; and, above all, in pre- 
venting the tyranny and corruptiy n 
of thofe who are fent thither from 
England. it will, probably, be a 
long time before a wife, rational, 
comprehentive, and fuccefstul fyi- 
tem of legiflation and polity can 
be eftablifhed in that country. Per- 
haps, before fuch a period may ar- 
rive, our follies and our crimes will 
have totally deprived us of our pof- 
{eilions in the Eaft Indies. 

The claims of the people of Ire- 


land have conftituted another grands 


object of political difpute, Grat- 
tan’s **Obfervations on the Mutiny : 


bill,” are the production of one ot 


the moft illuftrious patriots of that 
kingdom, He is very able and fpi- 
rited as a writer; but his exertions 
have been mott diftinguithed in the 
Irifh parliament, where he hath 
eminently contributed to the fignal 
privileges lately gained by his coun- 
trymen. 

The pamphlet, entitled, ** Con- 
fiderations fubmitted to the People 
of Ireland, on their prefent Condi- 
tion with Regard to ‘lrade and Con- 
flitution,’”? is an Anfwer to Mr. 
Gratton’s Obfervations, It is writ- 
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ten with temper and with argu 
ment ; but, as the event hath fhewn? 
with little effect, 

A tract on the fame fide of the 
queition, attributed to Mr. Charles 
Sheridan, is remarkable tor its inge- 
nuity, moderation, and plaufibility ; 
The author hath produced many 
fubtile arguments to prove, that the 
Irifh ought not to infitt on a decla- 
ration of their rights, the repeal of 
Poynings’ law, and the new mutiny- 
bill. His reafonings, however, 
feem to us to be more acute than 
convincing. They {peak rather the 
language of an able advocate, than 
of one who was perfectly fatisfied 
with his fubject. Mr. Sheridan’s 
publication is faid, at firft, to have 
had an extracrdinary influence “in 
calming the minds of the Lrith ; but 
it was an influence that was by no 
means durable. A people, with 
arms in their hands, will atrend to 
their own wants and feelings, and 
not to refined fpeculations. No 
conduct, in hiltory, con, perhaps, 
be mentioned as equally wife and 
political with that of the inhabitants 
of Ireland. ‘They firit arm them- 
felves for their deience againit to- 
reign enemies, and then they fay, 
we will have our domettic grievances 
redrefled. Nor do they fay this 
only, but obtain all their demands 
without bloodthed ; whilft the coun- 
try, which hath long kept them in 
fubjection, makes a virtue of ne- 
cefliry, and affects to applaud their 
behaviour. 

Neckar’s ** State of the Finances 
of France,”” we leave to be ettimat- 
ed by thofe who are able to decide 
upon a fubject of which we our- 
felves are but incompetent judges. 
Dean Tucker’s ** Cui Bono?” ina 
Series of Letters addrefled to Monf, 
Neckar, contains a number of in- 
genious and ufeful obferv.tions, 

fa con- 
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concerning which we may juflly fay, 
that it would be happy if they were 
attended to by the powers of Eu- 
rope. If there be, here and there, 
fomething fanciful in the dean’s 
pamphlet, allowance is to be made 
for the eccentricity of his genius ; 
for we believe that it would be dif- 
ficult ror him to mainrain an abfo- 
lute uniformity of good fenfe, ex- 
cepting when he writes ona quef- 
tion immediately commercial, like 
his traét upon wool. 

We pafs over * The Enquify in- 
to the Cautes of our National Dif- 
contents and Misfortunes,” ‘** Ci- 
cero’s Letters to Cataline,” the 
$* Letter to Lord Howe,” the 
«¢ Speech of the Earl of Buchan,” 
the ** Letter to Mr. Jenkinfon,” the 
«+ interior Cabinet,’ the ** Authen- 
tic Rebel Papers,” and other publi- 
cations. Moft of them, though 
not deititute of ability, or void of 
joformation, on the ailterent fides 
of the quctlions they relate to, can 
only be confidered as party pamph- 
lets. 

“© The Hiftory of Lord North’s 
Adminiftration,” though not a bril- 
liant, is an uleful performance. It 
afford , fo far as it goes, a good 
account of the meafures of that 
miniiler, efpecially with regard to 
ob:ects of tance and Eatt India 
attairs. Collections of this kind 
will be of fervice to future hitto- 
rians. 

The right of the people of this 
country to a reformation in the con- 
ftitution of parliament, hath lately 
become a fubdjeét of enquiry. We 
fhall only mention, that Mr. North- 
cote’s ** . bfervations on the Natu- 
ral and Civil Rights of Mankind,” 
and ** the Second Addrefs from the 
Committee ot Affociation of the 
County of York,” are interefting 
performances upon different plans, 
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in favour of a more equal repre. 
fentation. This is a quettion which 
is becoming every day of greater 
and greater confequence, and which 
will, probably, call for our more 
parucular attention in the next 
rear. 

The endeavours of the Lincoln- 
fhire and the Leicetterhire graziers 
to obtain the exportation of wool, 
have given rife to feveral ingenious 
and elaborate publications. The 
opinion of moft of the writers upon 
the fubject, coincides with the ge- 
neral fenfe of the nation, that fuch 
an exportation ought not to be al- 
lowed. 

Mr. Wefker’s ** Complete Digeft 
of the Theory, Laws, and Pra¢tice of 
Infurance,” we find to be well 
fpoken of, as a very elaborate per- 
formance, and likely to be of great 
ufe in the mereaniile world. 


In ancient, claffica!, and polite 
learning, England hath long fhone 
with pecullar eminence ; and it will 
be feen from the productions of the 
year, that it fill continues to make 
a diftingwifhed figure in this refpect. 
With regard, however, to Oriental 
literature, nothing hath appeared in 
1781, that is of any great import- 
ance. ‘The only thing relating to 
it, is Dr. Jubb’s ** Lingue Hebrai- 
ce Studium Juventuti Academice 
Commendatum.” ‘This is an ora 
tion which was delivered by the 
doctor on his entering <a the 
king’s profeflorfhip ot Hebrew at 
Oxford; and it contains a judicious 
enumeration of the advantages arif- 
ing trom the ftudy of that language. 
The prefent difcourfe, may, per 
haps, be a prelude to what may far- 
ther be expected from the learned 
p:ofeffor. . 

In Grecian literature, the year 
appears with much advantage. Mr. 
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re in his ** Obfervations on 
curipides,” which, though compre- 
hending two volumes, are confined 
to the tragedies of the lon and the 
Bacche, hath afforded ample {peci- 
mens of the extent and variety of 
his ancient reading. He hath dif- 
cufled many curious queftions, and 
feveral of his remarks will reward 
the attention of the claffic fcholar, 
We have our doubts whether the 
work be not too much loaded with 

uotations, fo that the fenfe is 
yeaa buried in the multipticity 
of aurhoritics. 

Mr. Burgets’s Edition of ** Dawes’s 
Critica Mifcellanea,” is another ex- 
cellent publication relative to Gre- 
cian learning. Mr. Dawes’s work 
is of known and acknowledged me- 
rit, and the value of the prefent 
edition is highly increafed by Mr. 
Burgefs’s large Appendix. This 
Mr. Burgeis we confider as an ex 
traordinary young man, from whom 
great things, in the way of erudi- 
tion, are to be expected, and who 
promifes to be one of thofe, who, 
in this refpect, will contribute to 
fuftain the glory of our country. 
The fame gentleman, in a Supple- 
ment to his Effay on Antiquities, 
which attained the Oxford prize in 
1780, and which deferved that 
prize, hath given the general plan 
of an iniended treatife on the ori- 
gin and formation of the Greek 
language. From this plan it 1s ap- 
parent, that the author is well fitted 
for undertaking curious and profound 
enquiries. 

In mentioning claffical tranfla- 
tions, the firft and greateft object 
that prefents itfelf to us is Mr. Por- 
ter’s Euripides. This gentleman 

ave fo admirable a fpecimen of his 
abilities in A®fchylus, that he was 
juftly called upon to favour the 
world with Euripides, and the high- 


eft expectations were formed with 
regard to the execution of the de- 
ign. Mr. Potter hath completed 
one volume of his undertaking. Its 
excellence, in general, we fincerel 
acknowledge ; but we cannot help 
exprefling fome doubt whether his 
Kuripides be equal to his Aifchy~ 
lus. We intimate our opinion with 
hefitation, as we have not compar- 
ed the tranflation with the original, 
But in reading the Englifh Euri- 
pides, it hath {truck us that there 
are greater marks of careleflneis in 
the-verlification, and that there are 
feveral other defects, We cannot 
by any means approve of the pau- 
city of the notes. Thofe on Aichy- 
lus conttiruted a valuable part of the 
work, and it cannot be denied, that 
kuripides might have admitted of 
much illuftration. Mr. Potter al- 
leges his deference to the opinion of 
fome perfons, who want notes ag 
little as the tranflator likes to deform 
his page with them: but we do not 
love that advice which tends to flate 
ter the natural indolence of man- 
kind. 

Of the famous ** Hymn to Ceres,” 
lately difcovered, and atcribed to 
Homer, and which, though proba. 
bly not his, is, undoubtedly, very 
ancient, it was natural to expect 
tranilations. Two have been pre. 
fented to the public, one by Mr. 
Hole, and one by Mr. Lucas. Mr. 
Hole’s affords ample proof of hig 
abilities, both as a poet and a cri- 
tic. Mr. Lucas’s tranflation we 
have not had an opportunity of exae 
mining, and, therefore, cannot de- 
termine concerniny its merit. 

Mr. Rutherforth hath publifhed a 
* Tranflation of the Sclect Orations 
of Cicero.” It he hath not been re- 
markably fucceisful, he may con- 
fole himfelf with the reflection, 
that few would be fo happy as en- 

tirely 
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tirely to fucceed in the fame at- 
tempt. 


Upon general Criticifm, it is 
with concern that we mention 
Harris’s ** Philological Enquiries,”’ 
on account of the death of that 
ingenious and worthy author, jutt 
before their publication. With 
the peculiar charaGer of this gen- 
tleman’s writings, our readers can- 
not be unacquainted. He was deep- 
ly converfant in the Grecian learn- 
ing, and efpecially the Grecian phi- 
lofophy. Perhaps he was devoted 
toit to a degree of bigotry, fince he 
would fcarcely permit himielf to ex- 
tend a thought beyond the ideas of 
the ancients. ‘To this turn of mind 
we are indebted for three valuable 
productions, of which the Hermes 
is entitled to particular applaufe. 
The prefent performance is not fo 
profound as Mr. Harris’s former 
works ; but it difplays the fame 
knowledge of antiquity, and the 
fame veneration for its decifions. It 
is, at the fame time, a very enter- 
taining publication, as it gives an 
hiftorical view of the progrefs of 
criticifm among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, and exhibits a curious and 
pleafing account of the fate of lite- 
yature in the middle ages. 

The third volume of Mr. War- 
ton’s ** Hiftory of Englifh Poetry,” 
which we have mentioned and ap- 
plauded under the head of antiqui- 
ties, is {till more worthy of applaufe 
gs a critical work. This, indeed, 
js its diftinguifhed and intended ex- 
cellence, the other being rather in- 
cidental. Every lover of polite 
learning muft rejoice that the fubject 
hath fallen into the hands of a gen- 
tleman who is fo capable, in all re- 
fpects, of doing it complete juttice. 
‘The literature and fagacity, the ex- 


t 
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act difcrimination of poetical merit 
and the finenefs of tafte, difcoverable 
through the whole of the perform. 
ance, render it one of the firtt pros 
ductions of the kind with whick 
this country hath been adorned, 

Dr. Johnfon’s ** Lives of the Poets” 
form an illuftrious addition to criti. 
cal, as well as to biographical know- 
ledge. No man will hefitate in al- 
lowing that the Doétor is one of the 
firft critics of the age. For this he 
is admirably fitted, by the ftrength 
and penetration of his underftanding, 
and by his original catt of thinking, 
He hath appreciated the excellence 
of our poets, in many refpects, with 
a very maiterly hand, and in the 
lite of Pope he hath difplayed his 
full vigour. ‘The general tendency 
of Dr. Johnfon’s work is rather to 
diminifh than to exalt our writers ; 
and he hath an unreafonable ditlike 
to fume kinds of poetry, which do 
not coincide with his own turn of 
mind. Much as the world is dif- 
pofed to fubmit to the Do¢tor’s au- 
thority, it will not in every cafe 
bow down to his judgment. It is 
almoft univerfally agreed that he 
hath not done jutlice to Prior and 
to Gray ; aud there are other in- 
{tances in which his determination 
will probably hereafter be difputed. 

Tothe **Collection of Scottith Tra- 
gic Ballads,” are prefixed two Dif- 
fertations, one on the oral tradition 
of poetry, and the other on the 
old tragic ballad ; and they each of 
them contain judicious and fenfible 
remarks, 

Mr. Walker’s * Elements of Elo- 
cution,” relate to an important fub- 
ject, and are written by a man 
who hath long made it the ob- 
ject of particular fludy. Accord 
ingly, it abounds with obfervations 


and rules well worthy of regard) 
and 
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and contains many ufeful ftriftures of 
a critical nature, upon the Englith 
language. 

A conteft hath been raifed, this 
year, concerning the poems of Of- 
fian. Their authenticity hath abfo- 
lutely been denied by Mr, Shaw, in 
his enquiry into the fubject ; and he 
hath brought a charge ot impofture 
fuliy and dire¢ctly againft Mr. Mac- 
pherfon. The accufation feemed to 
come with the greater force, as it 
was urged by a man who is a native 
of the Weftern Iflands, who is ac- 
quainted with the Galic language, 
who hath even written a Grammar 
and Dictionary of that language. 
Befides this, Mr. Shaw travelled 
into the country, {pent fome months 
in fearching tor Offian’s poems, and 
afferts, after all, that no fuch poems 
exift. In the opinion of Englith- 
Mech, the matter feemed to be de- 
cided; when lo! Clark’s Anfwer 
appeared, and brought the affair 
back to its original uncertainty. 
Mr. Clark calls in queftion the 
knowledge, judgment, veracity, 
and candour of Shaw, and hath 
alleged many ftrong things againtt 
him, which do not feem likely 
to admit of an eafy reply. We 
difapprove, in both thefe authors, 
of the fpirit with which they have 
written. The petulance with which 
Mr. Shaw treated his own country- 
men, we thought, from the firi, ri- 
diculous, and hurtful to his argu- 
ment; «and the violence of Mr. 
Clark is equally blameable, efpe- 
cially, as he has fuch advantages 
on his fide. Why cannot a queftion 
of this kind be debated with calm- 
nefs and temper? ‘The obftinate 
filence of Mr. Macpherfon, in the 
controverfy, is generally difapprov- 
ed. He hath repeatedly been called 
upon to afcertain the point; he 
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alone can do it completely ; he is 
in honour obliged to it, and yet he 
hath been appealed to in. vain. 
Whilit he periiits in this condu@, an 
obicurity will remain upon the fub- 
ject; and many, at leatt among the 
Englith, will conwdnue to be difbe- 
lievers in Offian, 

A freth contvoverfy, and which 
promifes to be a voluminous one, 
hath, likewife, arifen concerning 
the poems atcribed to Rowley, by 
Chatterton, After what had been 
faid by Mr, Walpole, Mr. Warton, 
and Mr. Tyrwhit, moft people had 
fetiled their minds on the quettion, 
and concluded that the poems were 
modern productions, and the work- 
manfhip, however extraordinary, of 
Chatterton himiclt. Neverthelefs, 
there were feveral gentlemen who 
continued to maintain the contrary 
opinion ; and amongfl them there 
were fome names of no fmall note in 
the literary world. The celebrated 
and learned Mr. Bryant, in his 
«© Obfervations upon ‘the Poems of 
Thomas Kowley” hath not ferupled 
to affert in the very title pape, that 
he hath afertained the authenticity 
of thefe poems. It muft be allowed 
that, in this work, he hath difplay- 
ed great ability, ingenuity, and |i- 
trerature. He hath urged every thing 
that can be urged, in favour of the 
exittence of Rowley, in favour of 
his being the author of the poems, 
and in favour of the impoffibility of 
their being compofed by Chatterton, 
Some ot his arguments are particu- 
larly delutive ; and, for a time, 
we were fo confounded by them, 
that we fearcely knew what judg- 
ment to form. But, though ftag- 


ecred, we were not convinced ; and 
the illufion by degrees wore off. 
The praife, however, cannot be de- 
nicd to Mr. Bryant of having 

produced 
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roduced a’ mott able defence of 
Rowley. 

Dean Milles has not been equally 
fortunate. He hath alleged many 
of the fame arguments which Mr. 
Bryant hath done, but they do not 
come with the fame force. One reafon 
is, that in Bryant the poems are kept 
out of fight, whereas in Milles they 
always {tare you in the face. ‘I he 
Dean having give a fplendid edi- 
tion of them, hath added, in the 
notes, his reafons for their authenti- 
city, and his anfwers to objections. 
But it is impoffible, while we are 
reading the poems, to be convinced 
by the notes. The poems carry, 
upon the face of them, fuch evident 
trnces of a recent original, that the 
whole effect of Dr. Milles’s reafon- 
ing is deitroyed. We have been 
concerned to fee fuch men, as Mr. 
Bryant and the Dean, engaged in a 
controverfy, which, in the end, 
will be of little advantage to their 
reputation. 

‘The anonymous pamphlet, en- 
titled ** Obfervations on the Poems 
attributed to Rowley,” is on the 
fame lide of the queition, and is op- 
pofed to Mr. Tyrwhit “The author 
feems to poffeis a confiderable por- 
tion of antiquarian knowledge, but 
itis exerted on a fubject that will 
pot fiand the teft of enquiry. 

The curious and dectlive anfwers 
to Mr. Bryant and Dean Milles be- 
long to the year 1782, and will, un- 
der that year, be taken into due 
confideration. 

Mr. Bowles hath much obliged 
the public, by his noble edition of 
Don Quixote, in Spantth. From 


his admirable acquaintance with the 
language and literature of spain, no 
man could be better fitted tor fuch 
an undertaking ; and we hope that 
he will meet with an eucourage- 
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ment proportioned to his labour and 
defert. 

We mutt not omit the delightful 
impreffion, though not publithed, of 
the Duke of Marlborough’s Gems, 
A finall number only of this fine 
book have been printed, to be civen 
to his grace’s particular friends, 
The gems are mott beautiful in 
themfelves, and the engravings as 
beautifully executed by Bartolozzi, 
The explanation of them is in Latin 
and French: the Latin by Mr. Bry- 
ant, and the French by Mr. Maty, 
Mr. Bryant’s Latin from which the 
French is a tranflation, is remarkably 
perfpicuous and elegant. This work 
is far fuperior, in beauty and exe- 
cution, to that which contains the 
Gems oi the Duke of Orleans. 


The Poetical Hittory of the year 
includes a number of beautiful com- 
pofitions. Mr. Maton, by the pub- 
lication of the fourth book, hath 
put the finifhing handto his ** Englith 
Garden”. His character we need 
not enlarge upon, as he hath long 
ftood in the lift of our moft claffie 
living pocts. His * Enelith Gare 
den” is of the didaétic kind, and 
formed on the models of the purett 
talte. Its chafte and genuine beau- 
ties will long render it the object of 
admiration. “The fourth book is 
lefs preceptive than the former 
ones; the inftructions being con- 
veyed in a beautiful and attecting 
ftory, which reflects great credit on 
the author’s heart, as well as on his 
imagination, and difplays the noble 
liberality of his fentiments. He 
hath chofen blank verfe, and we 
agree with him in opinion, that this 
{pecies of vertification was beit fuit- 
ed to his defign, and the nature of 
the poem 

Mr. Hayley, in his * ~~ 
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ef Temper,” hath afforded a freth 
and eminent proof of the brilliancy 
of his genius. The prefent poem 
hath an ‘exuberance of fancy, a rich- 
nefs of invention, a variety of ima- 
gery, and a beauty of defcription, 
that call for our warmett applaufe. 
The verfification, too, is, in gene- 
ral, rem:rkably elegant and harmo- 
nious. But the author will forgive 
us for afking him, whether he is not 
fometimes too redundant and diffu- 
five ? Are there, or are there not, a 
few things that might have been 
fpared ; and may not marks of hatte 
occafionally be obferved ? The 
poem comprehends above three 
thoufand lines, whereas P pe’s Rape 
of the Lock confifts of little more 
than athoufand ; and we think that 
the exclufion of every fuperfuous 
idea and expreffion conftitutes a part 
of its merit. But perhaps we betray 
too frigid a wee tion in mention- 
ing the flight detects of fo delightful 
a poet as "Mr. Hayley ; whole er- 
rors are loft in a blaze of excellence, 
and who hath no faults but what 
years and experience will eatily 
corre¢t. 

‘¢ Sympathy” a poem, is entitled 
toa large fhare of commendation. 
We fee united in it, rational and 
philofophical fentiment, poetic al de- 
{cription, harinonious verfification, 
and a moft feeling heart. From this 
author, whofe peculiar firuation 
hath obliged him to devote perhaps 
too much time to novel-writing, 
(though his Emma Corbet hath 
great pathetic merit,) we are here 
led to form high poetical expecta- 
tions ; and we. with that he m may be 


encouraged to “purfue the mode of 
compofition to which his genius 
particularly tends. 

Mifs Seward, who did fuch juf- 
tice to the memory of Captain 
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Cook, hath done equal juftice to 
the memory of Major André. 
Nay, the circumftances of her 
having been the particular friend 
of the Major, and intimately ac- 
quainted with his perfonal hiitory, 
have enabled her to givea peculiar 
pathos to her compofition. Her 
Elegy is, indeed, through the 
whoie of it, be: vutifal and poetical, 
and will add nota little to the repu- 
tation of this diftinguithed lady. 
She hath annexed to the poem fome 
letters of Mr. André, written when 
he was very young, and which thew 
that he was a man of tafte, and had 
a literary turn of min’. 

Mr Keate’s * Epiftle to Angelica 
Kaufim an,’ Is an elegantcompliment 
to that inge nlous woman and excel- 
lent painter. It took its rife from 
his obferving on her pallet a colour 
from the gum of an Egyptian mitm- 
my. From this circumilance, Mr. 
Keate’s imagination ranges, in a 
very agreeable manner, to the pyra- 
mids of E gypt; and thence he de- 
duces many pleafing reflections, and 
many topics of praife to Angelica. 
‘The fame gentleman hath collected, 
into two fmall volumes, his former 
poetical works, to which he hath 
added a number of pieces that never 
were printed before 

A Library is net an_ improper 
fubject for poetry to a philofophical 
and ingenious mind, as it fuggefts 
various objects of meditation and 
deicription, Such a mind is poffeff- 
ed by the author of the poem which 
goes under that name. He runs 
through the feveral departments of 
fcience and literature with great 
juftnefs and elegance of fentiment, 
and with great correétnefs and har- 
mony of verlification. However 
hazardous the tafk might have been, 
and however wifely ‘he may have 

avoided 
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avoided it, if he had entered into the 
charaéters of particular authors, his 

roduction would probably have 
ae fill more entertaining. 

In reading the poem onthe ** Beau- 
ties of the Spring,” it is impoflible 
not to think of Thomfon, who hath 
fo divinely painted that, as well as 
the other feafons of the year. The 
verfification is raise brn fimilar, 
and the author hath evidently form- 
ed himfelf upon that poet. Many 
of the defcriptions and fubjects have 
a ftrong refemblance ; but, at the 
fame time, there are various objects 
beautifully enlarged upon, which 
are not treated of by Thomfon. On 
the whole, there is confiderable me- 
rit in this poem, though fometimes 
it is rather feeble, and fomcetimes 
too diffufive. 

The Odes under the title of 
«© Rimes,” are the productions of 
ingenuity and learning, and the au- 
thor is a great admirer of Gray and 
Ojfian. But his pieces are fome- 
what deformed by affectation, and 
by the particular ideas which he 
hath entertained concerning the na- 
ture of poetical harmony and va- 
riety. 

** Runic Odes” are another not 
very happy imitation of Mr. Gray. 
Eminent geniufes fometimes Icad 
their injudicious followers into at- 
tempts which do not highly contri- 
bute to reputation and glory. 

Mr. Mickle’s ** Almada Hill’’is a 
pleating poem, and not unworthy of 
the tranflator of the Lufiad. Almada 
Hill is near Lifbon, and commands 
a noble profpect. This profpect the 
author not only deferibes in a beau- 
tiful and animated manner, but en- 
ters into other excellent defcriptions 
and reflections which the fcene be- 
fore him, and the hiitory of the 
country fuggefted. 
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The Honourable Mr, Fielding, 
younger fon to the Earl of Denbigh 
hath paid a poetical tribute to his 
elder brother, Lord Vifcount Field- 
ing. The eclogue entitled “ The 
Brothers” difplays his fraternal af- 
fection, and exhibits the marks of 
an elegant mind. 

The ‘ Triumph of Dullnefs,” 
a fatyrical poem, relates to a grace 
which paffed not long fince in the 
Univertity of Cambridge. Being 
therefore, of a local nature, it is 
probable that, notwithftanding its 
merit, it will not arreft the atten- 
tion of the generality of readers, 

‘The ‘* Bevy of Beauties” con- 
tains elegant compliments to the la- 
dies of rank, who are at prefent, 
celebrated for their perfonal charms. 

Mr. Wife’s ** Syitem of Nature 
and Providence” we have not feen, 
nor Mr. Capel Loft’s ** Eudofia,” 
It is poflible that other poems which 
deferve to be mentioned, may have 
efcaped our notice. ‘The authors, 
we hope, will forgive us this wrong ; 
and if we have been guilty of any 
great error, we will endeavour to 
rectify it hereafter. 

Betides fingle poetical perform- 
ances, fome colleétions have appear- 
ed, this year, which mutt not be 
patied over in filence. Mr. Pen- 
rofe’s Poems are the productions of 
aman who was animated with no 
{mall portion of genius. They are 
not all of them equally valuable, but 
fome of them are peculiarly pleafing 
and itriking. We fincerely regret 
that the ingenious author was cut 
off, juft at the time when, after fue 
fiaining many difficulties, he had 
been raifed to a comfortable flate of 
independence. 

Mr. Logan’s Poems, if not great, 
are elegant, and fome of them are 
beautitul, ‘The writer, who is a4 
clergy* 
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clergyman of the Church of Scot- 


land, and refides near Edinburgh, 
poffeffes an amiable fenfibility, and 
a polifhed tafte. If his Hymns are 
not poetical, he may plead in their 
excufe, that other and fuperior au- 
thors have failed in the fame refpect. 
This, indeed, fhould have been a 
reafon for his not inferting them in 
his work. 

The fourth volume of *¢ Poetical 
Amufements at a Villa near Bath,” 
forms a very agreeable collection. 
Several of them have much excel- 
lence, and we have otferved, with 
pleafure, the names of Hayley, 
Seward, Anfty, Whalley, Pratt, 
and others. Some names, which 
were unknown to us, promife future 
celebrity. This volume is not in- 
ferior to the preceding ones, and, 
perhaps, may be conidered as ex- 
celling them. ‘The juftly lamented 
death of Lady Miller has, we ap- 
prehend, put a ftop to any future 
publications of the tame kind. 

With regard to Dramatic per- 
formances, which are the objects of 
univerfal criticifm, we fhall only 
give a lift of them, as we did the 
laft year, and for the fame reafon. 

Though 1780 did not produce a 
finele wagedy, 1781 hath in this re- 
fpect been fufficiently fruittul. Ie 
hath given birth to four, two in the 
beginning, and two in the clofe of 
the year. ‘Thefe were ‘* The Siege 
of Sinope,” by Mrs, Brooks; “* The 
Royal Supphants,’” by Dr. 9-4 © 
«© The Count of Narbonne,” by 
Mr. Jephfon; and ** ‘The Fair Cir- 
caflian,” by Mr Pratt. All thefe 
tragedies were fuccefsful ; but the 
two lait had a greater run than the 
others. Dr. Delap and Mr. Pratt 
are new adventurers in the line of 
dramatic compofition, 


Comedy began with bad aufpices. 


Notwithftanding Mrs. Cowley’s be- 
ing a great favourite of the town, 
her ** World as it goes” did not fuc- 
ceed ; and though after having made 
confiderable alterations in it, fhe 
brought it again on the ftage, under 
the title of ** Second Thoughts are 
beft,” it was flill rejected. The 
other comedies of the year, that 
were more fortunate, were, ** Diffi- 
pation,” by Mr. Andrews ; ** The 
Man of the World,” by Mr, Mack- 
lin ; and ** Duplicity,” by Mr. 
Holcroft. Mr. Macklin’s Man of 
the World had formerly been acted 
at Dublin, at which time it was 
called ¢* The true-born Scotchman,” 
** Baron Kynvervanhatfderfpra- 
kingatchdern,” a mufical comedy 
by Mr. Andrews, and founded on 
Lady Craven’s Tale under that 
name, was condemned. ‘Two other 
comic operas were produced in the 
year; ** Jupiter and Alemena” 
taken from Dryden’s Amphytrion ; 
and ** The Carnival of Venice,” 
by Mr, Tickell. 

The fmaller dramatic perform- 
ances of 1781, were ** Thelyph- 
thora”, an after-piece, by Mr. Pil: 
lon; ** Dead alive,” a farce, by 
Mr. O’Keefe ; ** The Agreeable 
Surprize,” by the fame gentleman ; 
** ‘The Silver Tankard,” a mufical 
after-piece, by Lady Craven; ** The 
Murnage Act,” taken from the co- 
mic opera of the Iilanders; ‘* The 
gentle Shepherd,” from Allan Ram- 
fay’s famous pattoral comedy; and 
“ The Divorce.” We fearcely 
know whether it be confiftent with 
our defign to mention ** Medea and 
Jaton,” a burlefque ballet, and two 
pantomime entertainments, ‘* Robin- 
fon Crufoe,” and the “ Choice of 
Harlequin.” 

Mr. Sheridan hath publithed, 
this year, his “* Trip to Scarbo- 

rough,” 
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rough,” and his *¢ Critic.” The 


an alterations of 


former is -%, 
elapfe, or Virtue in 


Vanbrugh’s “ 
Danger.” ‘ 


We clofe our account of the Do- 
meftic Literature of the year 1781, 
with its mifcellaneous publications, 
feveral of which are peculiarly va- 
luable. Mr. Daines Barrington’s 
Mifcellanies are a very acceptable 

refent to the public, as might rea- 
fonably be expected from a writer 
whofe abilities and works are fo well 
known. Many of the pieces, in the 
volume before'us, have already been 

rinted in one form or another ; 
bat we rejoice to fee them collected 
together, with the addition of ori- 
ginal contributions, ‘I hey are in- 
ftructive and entertaining, and ex- 
hibit Mr. Barrington in the various 
lights of a philofopher, a naturalift, 
an antiquary, and acritic. Whilft 
we pay him the juft tribute of ap- 
plaufe, we do not mean to exprefs 
our concurrence with him in every 
fentiment which he hath advanced. 
We are forry that his curious obfer- 
vations on Singing Birds did not 
make a part of the collection. 

Though Dr. Falconer’s work, on 
the * Influenee of Climate, Situa- 
tion, Nature of Country, Popula- 
tion, Nature of Food, and Way of 
Life, on the Difpofition and Tem- 
per, Manners and Behaviour, In- 
telleéts, Laws and Cuftoms, Form 
of Government, and Religion, of 
Mankind,” is a quarto, he only 
calls it ** Remarks,” and doth not 
give it the name of a treatife or 
efflay. In this his modefty is com- 


mendable, as the fubject is of fuch a 
kind that it affords much room for 
the exertion of fancy, and for the 
ytroduction of precarious and dif- 
putable matter. 


Many  cuzious 
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facts and obfervations are collected 
in the prefent volume, and the docs 
tor, which we much approve of, 
hath every where referred to his 
authorities, The work may be read 
with great advantage, as prefenting 
many topics of fpeculation and re. 
flection. ‘Though we do not reject 
the influence of natural caufes upon 
the manners of men, and efpecially 
the influence of climates in the re- 
moteft extremity from each other, 
with refpect to heat’ and cold, and 
the eafinefs or difficulty of procuring 
the neceffaries of life, neverthelefs, 
we {till think that moral caufes are 
chiefly productive in conftituting the 
grand differences of nations. 

Mr. Knox’s ** Liberal- Educa- 
tion” is, in every view of it, an ad- 
mirable performance. It is equally 
diftingutfhed for the juftnefs of its 
fentiments, and the perfpicuity and 
elegance of its compofition. The 
author hath excellently vindicated a 
claffic education, and hath deter- 
mined moft of the other quettions 
which come before him, with fo 
much intelligence and precifion, that 
one would think they would never 
again be difputed. To fay that it 
is one of the beft treatifes on the fub- 
je&t which hath appeared, is bare- 
ly beftowing upon it its juft degree 
of praife. For the truth of his de- 
cifions, for the exquifite good fenfe 
of his obfervations, and for the clofe 
and correét, yet fufficiently orna- 
mented manner of his writing, Mr. 
Knox deferves to, be called the 
Quintilian of the age. 

To Lord Kaims’s ‘* Loofe Hints 
upon Education,” we cannot affign 
an equal proportion of applaufe. It 
is not fuch a treatife on the fub- 
ject as might have been expected 
from the author of the Elements of 
Criticifm, and the Sketches of the 

Hiftory 
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Hiftory of Man. It is written ina 
defultory manner, and there are 
many things in it which will be 
thought too trifling for fuch a writer. 
However, it is not deftitute of merit 
with regard to thé object which it 
chiefly propofes, the culture of the 
heart. Lord Kaims’s zeal to inftil 
the principles of piety and virtue 
into the minds of youth, is highly 
commendable ; and he hath very ra- 
tionally oppofed fome of Rouffeau’s 
peculiar opinions. We blame him 
for adding the Excerpta from a 
young man’s common-place book, 
fince they are evidently too infigni- 
ficant and injudicious for publica- 
tion. When will authors learn to 
know when they have printed 
enough ? 

The Countefs de Genlis, whofe 
“* Theatre of Education” hath been 
tranflated from the French, hath 
the fame end in view which is pro- 
pofed by Lord Kaims, the regulat- 
ing the hearts of youth. ‘To attain 
this end, fhe hath thrown her in- 
ftructions into the dramatic form, 
and hath compofed a number of 
moral comedies, the aim of each of 
which is to inculcate fome particu- 
lar virtue. In the execution of the 
defign, fhe hath difplayed great 
ability and judgment, and there can 
be no doubt byt that her book will 
be admitted into the places of female 
tuition. 

Mr. Sherlock’s ** New Letters,” 
are the production of an ingenious 
and fprightly writer, who hath en- 
tertained the public in the fame way 
before. The Author hath evidently 
difplayed in them a confiderable 
acquaintance with polite literature, 
an acute knowledge of modern lan- 
guayes, a refined tafte, and an ami- 
able and liberal mind. The chief 


danger is left his vivacity fhould 
1781. 
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fometimes run away with his judg- 
ment, and carry him to the borders 
of the region of affectation. 

The ** Thoughts on Hunting,” 
are upon an uncommon fubject, and 
are written in an uncommon man- 
ner. Though itis a fubject we are 
little acquainted with, we can eafily 
difcern the ability, the fpirit, the 
enthufiafm, with which it is treated 
by the author. We fhould have 
rejoiced if we could have paid the 
fame compliment to his heart, that 
we can to his head: but fome of his 
rules for the management and ufage 
of the hounds, which are the chief 
inftruments of the hunter’s plea- 
fure, are fhocking to the feelings of 
humanity. 

Tyers’s ** Hiftorical Rhapfody on 
Mr. Pope” ought, ey to have 
been introduced under the article of 
Biography. But in whatever de- 

artment it is placed, we pronounce 
it, though written in a defultory 
manner, to be a lively and agree- 
able compofition. The author hath 
fomewhat of the fpirit and manner of 
Montaigne, which will ever be 
pleafing. The fecond edition of the 
Rhapfody is far fuperior to the 
firft. 

The Abbé Raynal’s ‘* Revolu- 
tion of America” might, likewife, 
have been ranked under the head of 
Hiftory or Politics. When we call 
it the Abbé Raynal’s, let it not be 
imagined that we believe it to be 
really the work of that celebrated 
writer. It isa happy imitation of 
his vivacity, eloquence, and way 
of thinking: but, after all, we are 
fully perfuaded that it is only an 
imitation ; and, like other attempts 


of the fame kind, it doth not fully 


come up to the original. 
Baretti’s ‘* Guide to the Royal 
Academy,” being the production 
9 ot 
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of a man of acknowledged abilities 
and tafte, and who is perfectly ac- 

uainted with the objects he de- 
icribes, cannot fail of completely 
an{wering to its title. 


Not entirely to forget the Novels 
of the year, we may obferve, that 
two o; them may be mentioned as 
rifing fuperior to the reft, the 
“ Hiftory of Juniper Jack,” and 
‘* Mount Henneth.” The Hiftory 
of Juniper Jack, as coming from 
the author of the adventures of a 
Guinea, raifed in us confidersbie 
expectations, but they were not en- 
tirely anfwered. Itis drawn with 
fo coarfe a hand, that the perufal of 
it gave us very little fatistaétion. 
Mount Henneth 1s a truly pleafing 
romance : it has nature, character, 
humour, and intereft, and its tend- 
ency 1s amiable andexcellent. When 
it arrives to another edition, we ad- 
vile the pubuthers not to diigrace 
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it again by fuch fhameful print and 
paper. 


It was a matter which lay fo much 
out oi the courfe of our knowledge 
and reading, that we omitted ta 
mention, in its proper place, Stal- 
kartt’s ** Naval Architecture.” It 
is a large and expentive work, and 
propofes fome improvements in 
fhip-building, concerning the pro- 
priety of which we cannot judge. 
If well executed, as from teveral 
circumftances we fuppofe it to be, 
it is undoubtedly a publication of 
great and national importance, 


In our account of the domeftic 
Literature of 1780, we were mif- 
taken in reprefenting Baron Dillon, 
the author of the ‘* Travels 
through Spain,” as a forcigner. 
He is an Englifhman by birth, 
and hath, we are informed, claims 
ot honour and title in this country. 


FOREIGN 
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Of the 


MONG the foreign literary 

productions which have ap- 
peared during the courfe of the year 
1781, one of the moti valuable is, 
a tranflation into the French lan 
guage, trom the German, by Mr. 
Huber, of she lliffory of the Fine 
Arts amore the Ancients, by M. 
Winckelman. It was printed at 
Leipfic, in three volumes, quarto, 
and is adorned with copper plates, 
The original work was publithed by 
the decvafed author at Drefden, in 
an imperfect ftate, about eighteen 
years ago, in one ‘volume, quarto ; 
but there are now fo many improve- 
ments and additions, that in its pre- 
fent form it may be confidered as a 
new work. The abbe Winckelman 
was pofleffed of cvery advantage 
which could qualify him for a work 
of this nature: he had ftudied the 
ancient lanzuages, and underftood 
the beauties of the modern ; his 
principles of taite had been drawn 
trom the fineft Greek writers; and 
he lived at Rome, in an independ- 
ent manner, and ina fituation which 
opened to him all the treafures of 
antiquity in that city. His work is 
not a biographical hiftory of artitts, 
ora mere chronological narrative of 
the revolutions which the arts of 
painting, fculpture, &c. have un- 
dergone ; ; but a kind of fy ftematical 
treatife of the artsthemfeives, though 


Year 


1781, 


treated in a hiftorical manner; and 
in which the learned author traces 
their origin, progre/s, and decline, 
in different ages, and among differ- 
ent people : developing the. princi- 
ples of the refpective arts, and at the 
fame time illuttrating and confirm. 
ing his obfervations by continual re- 
ferences to ancient and modern writ- 
ers; and to the various flatues, 
paintings, medals, and other valu- 
able monuments of anuquity, which 
have come down to us. In the firft vo- 
lume, the author treats in particular 
of the origin and progrefs of Art, 
(including under this general title 
the arts of painting, fculpture, mo- 
delling, &c.) amongtt the Egyptians 
and Ktrufcans. In the fecond, Greece 
furnifhes the nobleft materials, or 
fubjects of his inquiries. ‘Thefe are 
continued through a part of the third 
volume, and down to the death of 
Auguftus Cafar; and the work is 
terminated by the fubfequent ae 
of the arts among the Romans. 

account of the life and writings oa 
the author is prefixed to the frit vo- 
lume, chiefly compiled from his own 
private letters to his friends and cor- 
refpondents in Germany. He was 
murdered, on the 8th of June, 


1768, at T riefte, by a villain who 
had introduced himfelf to his fotice, 
and who was induced to commit the 
fact oy the hope of obtaining tome 
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gold medals which the abbé had 
fhewn him. Such was the tragical 
end of this learned antiquary, who 
had been employed, on the very 
morning o! the day in which he was 
murdered, in writing directions for 
the publication of a French edition 
of the prefent work, 


New Memoirs of the Reyal Academy 
of Sciences and Belles Lettres of Beriin, 
or the year 1779, have been pub- 
liked this year at Berlin, in the 
French language. Among the moft 
valuable of the articles which this 
volume contains, is a letter, written 
bi M. De Anfie de Villoifon, from 
Venice, and addreffed to M. Formey, 
fecretary to the Academy; from 
which we learn, that M. Viilloifon, 
whois ardently attached to the ftudy 
of Greek literature, was induced to go 
to Venice, in order to examine the 
excellent Greek manufcripts which 
he almoft unheeded in the library of 
St. Mark in that city; and he has 
found the trouble of his journey am- 
ply reworded by the hidden trea- 
fures of Grecian literature which he 
has difcovered there. The moft 
curious and important manufcript 
which he met with in this collec- 
tion, is an //iad of the tenth century, 
written on vellum, in a larg® folio 
fize, and enriched with the notes 
and /cholia. hitherto unpublithed, of 
fixty of the moft eminent ancient 
critics. Thefe fholia, which M. 
Villoifon confiders as ineftimable, 
are written on the margins in {mall 
characters, with fuch fine ftrokes of 
the pen, as render them but barely 
lecible. They are entirely different 
from the Euftathius of Leyden, from 
that of Leiplic, from the Scholia 
Horneiana, from thofe at the end of 
the Cambridge edition, and alfo 
from thofe that the learned M. 
Waffemberg, of Franeker, has col- 
lected on the two firft books of the 
Yiad, Betides thefe  fcholia, 
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MS. difcovered by M. Villoifon 
contains various readings, equally 
numerous and important, sod 
from the ancient editions of Homer, 
which were given by the cities and 
{tates of — hios, Cyprus, Crete, Mar- 
feilles, Sinope, and Argus; editions 
hitherto only known by name, and 
by fome citations of Euftathius. It 
alfo exhibits a great quantity of va- 
rious readings, drawn from the two 
editions of the famous Ariftarchus, 
the two of Antimachus, of Colo- 
phon, from thofe of Zenodotus, 
and Ariftophanes of Byzantium, who 
was librarian of Alexandria under 
Prolemy Philadelphus ; from thofe 
of Calliftrates, the difciple of Arifto- 
phanes ; Rhianus, a poet who flou- 
rifhed under Ptolemy Euergetes ; 
the Egyptian Sofigenes, a Peripa- 
tetic philofopher, and Philemon of 
Crete. It appears, that this Homer 
may be properly called the Homerus 
Variorum of all antiquity, and more 
efpecially the Homer of the famous 
{chool ot Alexandria. M. Villoifon 
enumerates all the ancient critics 
whofe felect notes are collected in 
this manufcript ; of whom the mott 
modern lived in the times of the firtt 
Roman emperors, He alfo men- 
tions the principal authors from 
whofe works this collector has — 
ed and explained a variety of pal- 
fares, that throw new light on feve- 
ral parts of the Iliad. Another 
particularity of this manufcript, and 
which greatly increafes its value, 1s, 
that it contains, at the margin of 
each line, the critical marks (cnusia) 
which the ancients employed to 
denote the verfes that were falfely 
attributed to Homer, thofe that 
were doubtful, thofe that were ob- 
fcure, thofe that were corrupted, 
and thofe that were remarkable ; as 
alfo the falfe corrections of Ariftar- 
chus and Zenodotus, the falfe read- 
ings of Crates, the tranfpofitions, 
amphibologies, mythological — or 


hiftorical 
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hiftorical antiquities, the moral fen- 
tences, the expreilions peculiar to 
Homer, the expreflions which are 
Attic, thofe which have various fig- 
nifications, the paflages erroneoully 
employed, by certain critics, to 
prove that the Iliad and Odyfley 
were not compofed by the fame per- 
fon, &c. Our author has alfo dif- 
covered, in the fame library, a fmall 
Greek treatife, which has furnifhed 
him with an explication of thefe 
critical marks, and a key to the dif- 
ferent cyphers. This he intends to 
preiix to the new edition of the 
fliad, which he propofes to publifh 
from this valuable manufcript, toge- 
ther with the great number of vari- 
ous readings and notes, which have 
been already mentioned, 

M. Villoifon has alfo copied, in 
the library of St. Mark, a new 
Greek vertion of the Pentateuch, of 
the three books of Solomon, of 
Ruth, of the Lamentations of Jere- 
miah, and of the book of Daniel. 
This valuable verfion, which has 
never been publifhed, is entirely 
different from that of the LXX. 
and from all thofe from which Mont- 
faucon and Bahrd have given us frag- 
ments in their edition of the Hexa- 
pla. It is alfo more accurate and 
more literal. As it is tranflated, 
word for word, from the Hebrew 
text, it fupplies the place of the 
ancient MS. from which it was com- 
pofed. M. Villoifon mentions feve- 
ral reafons which convince him that 
this verfion was made by a Jew, and 
that it formed the feventh or eighth 
volume ot the Hexapla of Origen. 

Our learned author has alfo pub- 
lifhed, this year, at Venice, in two 
volumes, quarto, <necdota Graca, 
e Regia Parifienfi, ct e Veneta §. 
Marci, Bib iothecis ri pire The 
firt volume of this collection of 
Greek mifcellanies contains the "lwna 
of the emprefs Eudocia, wife to 


Romanus III. who was emperor of 
Conittantinople in the eleveuth cen- 
tury. Thos is an Hiltorico-Mytho- 
logical Dictionary, compiled from 
Diogenes Laertius, Philoftratus, and 
various fcholia, and now firit publifh- 
ed from a manu(crip: in the king of 
France’s library. ‘This part of his 
publication M. Villoifon has dedi- 
cated to count Maurepas, whom he 
compliments in very high terms, as 
the patron of all the great literary 
undertakings in France in the courle 
of the lat reign. The fecond vo- 
lume is mifcellaneous. It begins 
with fome account of the ‘Podwia, 
or Anthology of Macarius Chryfo- 
cephalus, a writer fuppofed to have 
lived in the fourteenth century. 
This is a manufcript which was un- 
known to Fabricius, and which M. 
Villoifon fuppofes is only to be 
found in St. Mark’s library, where 
it was depofited by cardinal Beffarion, 
to whom Greek literature is fo much 
indebred, It contains fentences and 
fragments of Synefius, D. Chryfof- 
tom, Plutarch, Ariftides, Herodian, 
the orator Atfchines, Lucian, De- 
mofthenes, Libanius, and Chori- 
cius. Among the other pieces con- 
tained in this volume, the mott va- 
luable are, the third bok of Iam- 
blichus concerning the doctrine of 
Pythagoras, and two differtations of 
Plotinus. 


Mr. Jofias Lorck, minifter of a 
German church at Copenhagen, has 
pubtithed, in that city, in the Ger- 
man language, the firift volume, 
octavo, of the Hiftory of Bibles tllue 
firated, containing a number of vae 
luable obfervations relative to the 
hitory of the Bible, and its various 
editions and tranilations. This gen- 


tleman has been the better enabled 
to execute the tafk that he has one 
dertuken, by being n poffeffion of 
one of the greateft collection of 
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Bibles that is to be met with, amount- 


ing to 4182 publications, and 4676 
volumes, in forty-nine different lan- 
guages, which he has cottected in 
the courfe of twenty years. We 
learn from this author, that the king 
of Denmark has given 2000 dollars 
to defray the expence of printing a 
verfion of the New Teftament intothe 
Creolian language, for the ufe of the 
poor flaves in the Weft India iflands. 


The Abbé Jerufalem has publifh- 
ed at Berlin, in 12mo, in 1781, in 
French, a letter concerning German 
literature, addrefled to her royal high- 
nefs the Dutchefs Dowager of Brunf- 
wick Wolfenbuttcl. The defign of 
the author in this performance, is, 
to point out the obftacles which have 
retarded the progrefs of the delles 
lettres did {ciences in Germany, and 
at the fame time to fhew the fuccefs- 
ful attempts which have been made, 
hotwithitanding thefe obitacles, by 
the native energy of genius in that 
country. Among the obffacles to 
literature, he mentions thole wars 
Which began at the period when the 
exiled Mufes took refuge in the Wett, 
and which continued fo long to ra- 
vage Germany; the circumittances 
of the German empire, which exhi- 
bits no common protector to learn- 
ing, hor any fixed refidence; the 
contempt which the grandees have 
almoft always fhewn tor literature, 
as below their dignity, and only fit 
for the lower ranks in fociety ; the 
little encouragement given to learn- 
cd men, who were iecattered here 
and there, feeking a feanty fubtift- 
ence ih various ways; and, when 
they had not the badge of nobility, 
being excluded from courts, kept at 
a diftance from the commerce of the 
polite world, and obliged to live in 
a difcouraging obfcurity. He ob- 


ferves, that Germany was indebre:. 
for the firtt dawn of guod tafte to the 
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French, and more efpecially to 4 
colony of that nation, which fled 
from perfecution, and found an afy- 
lum in the territories of the elector 
of Brandenburgh. He reprefents 
this colony as having polithed the 
rough Germans by the elegance of 
their manners, the beauty and har- 
mony of their language, and the 
matterly produé¢tions of their poets, 
orators, and hittorians; which were 
fuperior to any thing which Ger- 
many had as yet exhibited in this 
line of literature. But thefe advan- 
tages were not exempt from ifconve- 
niences. The more learned Ger- 
mans {tudied and admired the French 
language, but began to be almoft 
afhamed of their own ; at leaft many 
defpaired of being ever able to ren- 
ger it harmonious and elegant. This 
difcouragement fupprefled emula- 
tion, and thus the importation of 
French eloquence retarded the pto- 
grefs of German literature. During 
the prefent century fcience and po- 
lite literature have, however, made 
arapid and confiderable progrefs in 
Germany : and our author alledges, 
in proof of this, the poems of Hal- 
ler, the Meffiah of Klopitock, the 
Idytls and the Death of Abel of 
Gefner, the Romances of Wieland, 
the Fables and Moral Writings of 
Gellert, the elegant and witty pro- 
ductions of Leffiing, Lichtwer, En- 
gil, and Cramer, and the philofo- 
phical writings of Sulzer, the Jew 


_Mendelfon, Engel, and Garve. 


M. Durival has publifhed at Nan- 
cy, in three volumes, quarto, a hifto- 
ricalanc geographical accountot Lor- 
rain and Bar. The firit volume con- 
tains the hiftory of thefe countries, 

viuch is broughtdown tothe death of 
taniflaus, and the entire re-union 
of Lorrain and Bar to the crown of 
France ; after which follows a ge- 
neral defcription of theic — 
their 
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their natural advantages, climate, 
various productions, population, the 
manners of the inhabitants, their 
trade and manufactures, and an ac- 
count of their laws, and of the ads 
miniftration of juitice. "The fecond 
volume contains a particular geogra- 
phical defcription of each of the 
bailiwicks into which Lorrain and 
Bar are divided. ‘The inhabitants 
are computed by the aurhor to 
amount to 804,275. The corn pro- 
duced by the country is fufficient to 
fubfiftits inhabitants, and very good 
harvefts fupply an exportation of 
about 400,co0 facks. ‘1 he third vo- 
lume contains a general table, alpha- 
betical and topographical, of allthe 
cities, market-towns, villages, caf- 
tles, colleges, abbies, &c. ‘The 
work appears to be compiled with 
eare; and, befides the particulars that 
have been mentioned, contains fome 
account of the moft eminent perfons 
that Lorrain and Bar have produced. 


The Abbé Seitini has publithed 
at Florence, in three volumes, 
octavo, in Italian, Lesters written 
Srom Sicily and Turkey to Several 
Friends in Tufcany. ‘Vhefe letters 
are written with ingenuity, candour, 
and accuracy, and contain an agree- 
able and inftru¢tive account of the 
travels of the auther. The eleven 
firft letters contain an account of the 
abbé’s voyage from Florence to Ca- 
tana, of the inhabitants and curio- 
fities of the latter city, and more 
efpecially of the celebrated collec- 
tion of antiquities and natural hifto- 
ry belonging tothe prince Bifcaris, 
who has chofen our author for his 
library-keeper and antiquary. The 
twelfth and thirteenth letters, which 
conclude the firft volume, treat of 
the amber and grain in Sicily. The 
fecond volume contains eleven letters, 
in which, among other things, the 


abbé treats of the cultivation of 
the piflachio-nut, of the moft re- 
markable plants that grow in the 
environs of Taormina, Camerino, 
and Centorbi, of the afh-trees and 
the manna they yield, and alfo of 
the olive-trees, and the manner of 
making oil. The principal contents 
of the third volume are a relation of 
two voyages to mount tna, with 
fundry obfervations on that famous 
volcano; an account of Kali of Si- 
cily, of its almond-trees, mulberry - 
trees, faffron, filk-worms, and other 
natural productions of that ifland, 
and of the antiquities of Syracufe. 
As the learned abbé is travelling 
upon an extenfive plan, and intenids, 
atter having affed through Wala- 
chia and Cnm Tartary, to vifit fe- 
veral provinces of Afia and Africa, 
the public may hope hereafter to be 
entertained with a continuation of 
thefe letters. 


Mr. Gezelius has publifhed, at 
Stockholm, the fecond volume of 
his Biographical Diflionary of ctle- 
brated and learned Swedes. The firft 
volume of this wotk was noticed b 
us in our account of the foreign li- 
terature of the laft year. Among 
the lives given in this volume, are 
thofe of Klingenftierna, who, for 
his merits in mathematical know- 
ledge, was raifed from a_profeffor- 
fhip to the pott of fecretary of flate ; 
of John Chr. Koenigfmark, the ge- 
neral who, under Guftavus Adol- 
phus, became fo formidable to the 
Imperialifts in Germany ; of Otto 
William Koenigfmark, another ge- 
neral, not lefs formidable to the 
Turks ; of Lantinghaufen, the late 
commander of the Swedifh army 
againit the Pruffians in Pomerania, 
who, in order to fave his army 
from ftarving, mortgaged his own 
fortune three fucceflive times, caufed 

his 
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his own plate to be coined and paid 
away, and borrowed on his own 
pee one hundred and eighty thou- 
fand rix dollars; of count Piper, 
confidential minifter to Charles the 
Twelfth ; and of Olaus Rudbeck, 
the difcoverer of the lymphatic vef- 
fels, who, in his eloquent and po- 
pular anatomical lectures, had queen 
Chriftina among his auditors, and 
is alfo famous for his Atlantica, his 
Campi Elifei, and the Czfarean 
operation, which he fuccefsfully 

rformed on his own wife; and 
whofe fon, Olof Rudbeck, fucceed: 
ed at laft with Erick Benzeljus in 
founding the academy of “fciences 
at Upfal. 


At Modena, the Abbé Tirabof- 
chi, librarian to the duke of Mode- 
na, and profeffor of the univerfity 
in that city, has publifhed the 
eighth volume in quarto, in the Ita- 
lian language, of his Hiffory of 
Italian literature. This volume con- 
tains the literary hiftory of the fe- 
venteenth century. The whole 
work is a general literary hiftory of 
Italy, from the time of the Romans 
to the beginning of the prefent cen- 
tury. Itisa valuable and laborious 
work, and abounds with ecntertain- 
ment and inftruction, 


M. Paucton has publifhed, at 
Paris, in quarto, Metrologie, Ou 
Traité des Mefures, Poids, et Mon- 
moies, des anciens Peuples et des mo 
dernes; a treatife of the meafures, 
weights, and coins, of ancient and 
modern nations. This is a very 
learned and valuable work, dnd ap- 
pears to be more complete and accu- 
rate than any other of its kind. 


M. Sigaud de la Fond, profeffor 
of experimental philofophy, has 
publithed at Paris, in octavo, Pre- 
vis Hiforique et Experimental des Phe- 
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nomenes Eleétriques depuis!’ Origine dé 
cette Decouverte julqu’ @ ce Four: a 
hiftorical and experimental f ummary 
or view of electrical phenomena, 
from the origin of that difcove 

to the prefent time. This is an 
elegant and judicious hiftory of the 
progrefs of electricity; in which 
the author has given an account of 
all that has been attempted or done, 
and alfo a variety of hints, relative 
to what may be done farther tos 
wards the improvement of this 
branch of natural philofophy. The 
facts are neatly and per'picuoutly 
related, and the fubject is treated 
in a very able and accurate manner. 


At Paris have been publifhed, in 
octavo, Theoretical and practical 
Elements of Subterrancous Geometry; 
as taught by M. Koenig, director 
of the mines of Lower Bretagne, 
and extracted from the metallurgical 
voyages of M. Jars, member of the 
royal academy of fciences. The 
application of the principles of ordi- 
nary geometry to the working of 
mines is what the author of this 
work calls fubterraneous geometry ; 
and the rules and direétions neceflary 
to this application are clearly and 


concifely pointed out in thefe ele- 


The chevalier Buat has publifh- 
ed, alfo at Paris, in octavo, The 
Principle: of Hydraulics ; or, a trea- 
tife concerning the motion of water 
in rivers, canals, and conduit pipes ; 
the origin of rivers, and the !o:ma- 
tion of their beds; the effects of 
fluices, bridges, and refervoirs ; the 
collifion of water ; and concerning 
navigation, both in rivers and in 
narrow canals. This work is a» il- 
luftration of fuch branches and parts 
of the fcience pf hydraulics, as are 
of general utility, and is an excel- 
lent performance. 

Father 
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Father Don Ambrofe Soldani has there are no degrees of iniquity, 
blithed at Florence, in quarto, however enormous, which fome 
in Italian, enriched with twenty-five writers have not had the effrontery 
plates, 4n Orydlograyhical Effay, or to varnifh, or to palliate. 
Objfervations on the Nautilitic and 
Ammonitic Earths of Tufcany, toge- M. de St. Croix, a native of Ca- 
ther with a philofophical Tableoffmaill nada, has publifhed at Philadelphi 
teflaceous Animals, and other marine in octavo, in French, a treatife of 
Foffls found in that Duchy. One of the conftitutions of colonies among 
the principal objects, which the au- the ancients, and of their relations 
thor of this work has in view, is, to to their refpecétive mother coun- 
make known the natural productions ries. His defign is to difpute 
which exiit in feveral parts of Tuf- the rights of mother countries 
cany, and more efpecially the ftores over their colonies, and efpecially 
andearths which contain the remains toconfute the Hiftory of Coloniza- 
of a prodigious number of marine tions, originally publithed in Eng- 
bodies, teftaceous, cruftaceous, and lifh, and fince tranflated into French 
zoophytical. From the obfervations and German. This work has con- 
which he has made, the abbéinfers, fiderable merit; and the author 
that this whole country was former- concludes with a chapter on the 
ly covered by the fea. modern colonies of the Europeans, 
and with a declamation againft the 
M. Stephen Falconet, the inge- rapacity, tyranny, and falfe politics 
nious artilt whom the emprefs of exercifed againft the colonies, in or- 
Rufia has employed to model and der to ~~ them, by jealoufies and 
caft the equeitrian ftatue of Peter internal diffenfions, in a Rate of 
the Great, has publiuhed differta-. flavery. 
tions on feveral branches of the fine 
arts, in fix volumes, octavo. Some — A popular work has been publifk- 
of the pieces have been publifhed ed at Paris, in two volumes, oétavo, 
by him feparately. They contain intitled, Tableau de Paris, and which 
a multitude of entertaining and _ is {uppofed to have been written b 
inftructive facts, avecdotes, and M, Mercier. Though the author 
obfervations relative to the fine arts. be a Frenchman, the great obe 
ject of the work is to ridicule the 
The Abbé Don Juan Nuix, who French nation, and more particular- 
has coniiderable merit as a writer in ly the inhabitants of Paris. It has, 
point of ftyle, has publithed at Ve- however, been well received in that 
nice, in 12mo, a piece which will capital, the inhabitants of which 
procure him no applaufe among the love to laugh, though it be at them- 
friends of humanity: It is an at- felves, norwich anti the folemn 
tempt to vindicate, or toextenuate, gravity which was once attributed to 
the infamous cruelties of the Spa- them by our old friend Sterne. The 
niards in America, and to fhew that frivoloufpefs of Parifian manners, 
all the {ufferings of the Americans the effeminacy of French petit-mai- 
were abundantly compenfated by the tres, and many prejudices and ab- 
fignal advantages they enjoyed un- furdities of that nation, ate indeed 
der the dominion of the Spaniards. ridiculed in this work with abun- 
Such an employment of parts and dant wit, and in a fine vein of irogy 
learning renders the author @ juft and fatire. 


object of the fevereft cenfure, But At 
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At the Hague has been publithed, 
in the French language, in octavo, 
a Journal of Travels through the 
fouthern countries of Europe, writ- 
ten by the late Mr. John George 
Sulzer, who was an excellent philo- 
fopher, and 4 moft amiable and 
worthy man, He engaged in thefe 
travels with a view to the recovery 
of his health, and the remarks which 
he made in the courfe of them, and 
which are contained inthisjournil,are 
relative to the {tate of arts, {ciences, 
agriculturc, commerce, geography, 
and politics, in the countries through 
which he paffed. tis defcription 
of the beautiful and romantic views 
in the environs of Bafil is extremel 
perenne and pleating ; as is allo 

is account of the canton of Bern, 
of Morat, Laufanne, the country of 
Vaud, Vevay, and the delighrtul 
rural feenes which tranfport the 
traveller between Laufanne and Ge- 
neva; as likewife of the little town 
of Aubonne, from which a view 
opens of the whole lake of Geneva, 
of the duchy of Chablais, and of 
an innumerable multitude of villages, 
caftles, and country feats. Upon 
the whole, this is a very agree- 
able and inttructive publication. 


At Leipfic have been publifhed, 
in octavo, by Dr. Gottfried Scitze, 
the firft volume of a collection of 
Martin Luther’s letters, which have 
never before been printed. ‘Thete 
letters have been preferved in the 

ublic library of the city of Ham- 
bait ; and the publication of them 
will contribute to throw fome light 
both on the civil and ecclefiattical 
hiflory of the period in which they 
were written. Some of thefe letters 
are in the German language, but 
the greaeft part of them are in 
Latin. 


M. Parmentier has publifhed, at 
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Paris, in ottavo, Inquiries concerns 
ing nutritive Vegetabl-s, avbich, in 
times of Scarcity, may fupply the Place 
of ordinary Food; together with new 
Obfervations on the Culture of Potatoes. 
This is a performance of confider- 
able utility, and is divided into 
thirty-two articles. In the cleven 
fir(t, the ingenious autho: treats of 
nourifhment in general, of its com- 
pofition, of nutritive matter, of fea- 
foning, of light, folid, and coarfe 
food, of farinaeeous fubftances, of 
thg glutinous matter of wheat, and 
laftly, of flour, confidered as that 
part of farinaceous bodies which is 
effentially nutritive. The ufe of 
potatoes, their mixture with the 
meal or flour of different grains, 
the bread which may be made of 
them alone, as alfo the pulle, lea- 
ven, patte, fea-bifcuit, gruels, falep, 
and fago, that may be obtained 
from thefe vegetables, are the fub- 
jects treated of in the feven tollow- 
ing ones. ‘The remaining fourteen 
articles contain an inftructive ac- 
count of the farinaceous feeds and 
roots from whence ftarch may be 
extracted ; of roots in general; of 
nutritive. and mucilaginous roots ; 
of the vegetable fubftances that may 
fupply the place of plants of the 
kitchen-garden ; of the uncultivat- 
ed vevetables, whofe roots contain 
finc tlour, or may be ufed wholly 
qr in part for food; of nutritive 
powders ; of the advantages of ve- 
getable above animal food ; of the 
precautions that ought to be em- 
ployed in times of fearcity, and the 
means that may be ufed to pre- 
vent it. 


M. Le Gentil, member of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, has 
publifhed at Paris, in quarto, the fe- 
cond volume of an account of a voy- 
age in the Indian feas, made by or- 


der of the king of France, on oc- 
eafion 
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eafion of the paflage of Venus over 
the tun’s dik, June 6, 1761, and 
June 3, 1769. , The firit volume 
of this valuable work was publithed 
fome time tince. This fecond vo- 
luwe contains feveral new and in- 
te efling details, relative to the Pii- 
1,.pine lilands, and to t'e illes of 
France, Bourbon, and Madagafear. 
Te bong refidence of the learned 
author at Manilla, and his connec- 
tions with the principal inhabitants 
of that city, have furnified him 
with a great variety of informat’on 
coacerning the natural, moral, and 
politica: hiflory of the Philippines, 
wh ch the Spaniurds have taken the 
utinoit pains o conceal from the 
knowledge of other European na- 
tions. From the account given by 
M. Le Gentil, it a)pears, that the 
mountainous parts of thefe iflands 
are peopled with favages, w'o feem 
to be ancient inhabitants of the 
country, and the refemblance of 
whofe language with that of Mala- 
bar, renders it probable that they 
came originally trom that part of 
India. The cuitsionate of the plain 
are more civilized ; they have been 
initiated ito the myfteries of P.ope- 
ry, and are in a {tate of mof flavifh 
fubjection to the Spanifh prieits. 


The lovers of oriental literature 
will be pleafed with a defcriptive 
catalogue which bas been publithed, 
at Madrid, by Don Michel Cafirio, 
in two volumes, folio, oi all the 
manufcript works compofed in Ara- 
bic, by Arabico-Sp inith authors, 
which are contained inthe monaftery 
of the Efcurial. ‘i he learned com- 
ow of this catalogue is a Syrian 

aronite prieft, an interpreter of 
oriental languages, and librarian to 
the prefent king of Spain, We are 
informed, in the preface to this 
work, that under the reign of 
Philip III. Piétro de Lafa, being 
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on a cruife near Salee, took two 
veflels, wherein, among other ef- 
fects belonging to Zeidan, king of 
Morocco, he found three thoufand 
manuicripts, on political, a ilofo- 
phical, and medical fubjeéts, and 
on the true fenfe and interpretation 
of the Koran, ‘Thefe were depofit- 
ed in the library of the Efcurial, 
and were a moft valuable addition to 
it; but, unfortunately, on the 7th 
of June, 1671, a fire broke out, 
which confumed a great number of 
theie manuicripts, fo that there 
were only about eighteen hundred 
which efcaped the flames. This 
catalogue is in Arabic and La- 
tin, and the manufcriprs are divided 
into thirteen claffes, viz. rhetoric, 
poetry, philology, mifcellanies, lex- 
icons, philofophy, politics, medi- 
cine, natural hiftory, jurifprudence, 
theology, geography, and hiftory. 
M. Cafirio gives wth account of the 
characters of many of the authors of 
thefe manu(cripts, of the time when 
they wrote, and of the degree of 
efteem in which their works are held 
by the Mahometans. It appears, 
that under the reigns of Almanzor 
and Almainon, the Arabians applied 
themfelves, with great fuccets, to 
the ftudy of hilofophy, mathema- 
tics, medicine, and natural hiftory. 
They tranflated, into their lan- 
guage, the mott valuable writings of 
the Grecks, Syrians, Perfians, Egyp- 
tians, and Indians. 


The Abbé Augier has publifhed, 
in three volumes, o¢tavo, a French 
tranflation of all the works of Ifo- 
crates, to which are added fele& dia- 
logues from other authors, This 
tranflation appears to be well exe- 
cuted, and the abbé has prefixed a 
life and character of Ifocrates, with 
critical obfervations on his merit as 
an orator, 
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